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LaCrosse, Kansas, October 12th, 1896.
The following is a true and correct report of the proceedings of the Fifteenth
Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of "Veterans, U. S. A., held at
Louisville, Ky., September 8, 9 and 10, A. D. 1896.
C. BORIN,
Past Adjutant General.
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W. H. RUSSELL,
Past Commander-in-Chief.
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON MEETING.
LOUISVILLE, Ky., September Sth, 1896.
The Fifteenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of
Veterans, U. S. A., convened in Music Hall at 2:30 o’clock p. m., with Commander-in-Chief W. H. Russell in command.
ENCAMPMENT CALLED TO ORDER.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The officers and members of the Fif
teenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., will now come to order.
The Adjutant-General will call the roll of the officers of this Encamp
ment.
ROLL-CALL OF OFFICERS.
The Adjutant-General called the roll of officers, and the following officers
of the Commandery-in-Chief answered to their names:
COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF OFFICERS.
Commander-in-Chief, W. H. Russell.
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, W. R. Cooper.
Adjutant-General, C. Borin.
Quartermaster General, R. Loebenstein.
Judge Advocate General, N. J. McGuire.
Surgeon General, Dr. Dan S. Gardner.
Chaplain-in-Chief, Rev. F. B. Cole.
Council-in-Chief, R. M. Buckley.
Council-in-Chief, D. F. Goulding.
THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL: Commander, the roll of officers has been
called. All have answered present except Elwood T. Carr, Senior Vice Com
mander-in-Chief, deceased: Frederick C. Stillson, Inspector-General, and H. V.
Speelman, member of the Council-in-Chief.
JUNIOR VICE C. IN C. COOPER SUCCEEDS AS SENIOR VICE C. IN C.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: By the Constitution the Junior Vice Com
mander-in-Chief succeeds, upon the death of the Senior Vice Commander-inChief, to the latter office, and Brother Cooper will now assume the rank and
station of Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.
APPOINTMENTS BY THE C. IN C.
With the approval of the Encampment, I will appoint Cerdric G. Marsh,
or Illinois, Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief.
n 1 'T*!1 al)I)oint Col. Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode Island, Acting InspectorGeneral for this session. Gen. Stillson is in the city, but is indisposed and un
able to bo present at this session. He will be in attendance hereafter.
"re there any members of the Grand Army of the Republic, or honorably
discharged Union soldiers, sailors or marines who served in the army or navy
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in the war of ’61-’65 present wlio have not been obligated? If so they will
please rise and the Inspector-General will conduct them to the altar. If there
are none the Inspector-General will examine those present, and ascertain if
all present are in possession of the semi-annual pass-word and countersign,
and the Camp and Picket Guards are at their respective stations. The Sur
geon-General will assist on the left.
THE ACTING INSPECTOR-GENERAL: Commander, your order has
been obeyed, and all present are entitled to remain.
The Commandery-in-Chiel was opened in due form.

i

COMMANDERY DECLARED READY FOR THE TRANSACTION OF
BUSINESS.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: I now declare the Fifteenth Annual En
campment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., duly
opened for the transaction of such business as may legally and properly come
before it.
FURTHER APPOINTMENTS.
Before proceeding further, I will appoint Col. Arthur B. Spink, of Rhode
Island, Officer of the Day, and Bro. A. W. Vogle Officer of the Guard.
The Officer of the Day will detail a Camp and Picket Guard for each ses
sion of the Encampment.
OFFICER OF THE DAY APPOINTMENTS.
OFFICER OF THE DAY SPINK: First Sergeant Halger will act as
Picket Guard and W. Landers as Camp Guard. The detail will consist of Cor
poral Kraig and Privates William Cloud and Ben Collins, of Lieut. John
Fowler Camp No. 1.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It would also, perhaps, be in order at
this time for the Commandery-in-Chief to approve the appointment by the
Commander-in-Chief of Bro. Marsh as Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, in
order that there may be no question as to the legality of the selection.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, had not
that better be done after the report of the Committee on Credentials, in order
to make it regular?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: That is true. The suggestion is a good
A one. Next in the order of business, then, is the appointment of the Committee
on Credentials. I will appoint the following brothers to serve on that com
mittee:
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.
C. Borin, Adjutant-General, Chairman by virtue of his office.
Frank J. Durston, of New York.
Abe S. Bickham, of Ohio.
Robert E. Hanna, of Colorado.
Frank Coffinberry, of Illinois.
The Committee on Credentials will assemble at the Adjutant-General’s
desk at once and take up the work of that committee. The Chair would sug
gest that a recess might now be taken for twenty minutes to enable that com
mittee to make a report.
MOTION TO TAKE RECESS.
SURGEON-GENERAL DAN S. GARDNER: Commander, I move you
that the Commandery-in-Chief be at ease for fifteen minutes, pending the
meeting of the Committee on Credentials.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion
that the Commandery-in-Chief be at ease for fifteen minutes pending the
meeting of the Committee on Credentials. Any remarks?
LEWIS A. DILLEY, of Iowa: Commander, I move an amendment to the
motion to strike out fifteen minutes and insert “at the call of the Comman-

i&iiiijl:

■ill
:l:>;

/

Ills/

!««*»»
I:

jpj
.

I
I

:■

iip

1

illlP
■■

:

v.\

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

1

;
:
;

1
PltOCJEEjYFNClS.

7

der-in-Chief,” so that the motion will he that the Commandery-in-Chief be at
ease until called to order by the Commander-in-Chief.
SURGEON-GENERAL GARDNER: Commander, with the consent of my
second, I accept that amendment.
RECESS SUBJECT TO CALL OF C. IN C.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The motion then stands that the En
campment take a recess, subject to the call of the Commander-in-Chief. Are
you ready for the question? All those in favor of the motion will give their
assent by the usual voting sign of the order. Down hands. Those opposed
the same sigu. The motion is carried, and the Commandery is at recess.
RECESS.
Three o’clock and thirty minutes, p. m.
COMMANDERY CALLED TO ORDER.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Commandery will be in order. I
understand we are about to be favored by-a visit from the Ladies’ Aid Society,
—that they will call upon the Commandery in a few minutes, under the escort
of the Oilfcer of the Day. If the Commandery is willing we will receive them,
permitting the Committee on Credentials to proceed with its work in the
meanwhile. It will save that much time. Is there consent? (Cries of “Con
sent,” “Consent.”) The Committee from the Ladies’ Aid will be received at
this time.

R?
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RECEPTION OF COMMITTEE FROM THE L. A. S.
The committee from the Ladies’ Aid Society entered and were escorted to
the altar by Officer of the Day Arthur B. Spink, the officers and members of
the Commandery-in-Chief rising to their feet.
OFFICER OF THE DAY SPINK: Commander, I have the honor to intro
duce to you the Committee on Greeting from the Ladies’ Aid Society:
Miss Kate G. Raynor, of Ohio.
Miss Ella L. Jones, of Pennsylvania.
Mrs. A. P. Davis, of Pennsylvania.
Miss E. May Ayer, of Illinois.
Miss Pauline Buckley, of Kentucky.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Ladies, we are pleased to have you
with us.
The Officer of the Day will escort the ladies to seats on the platform.
MISS KATE G. RAYNOR, of Ohio, Chairman of the Committee:—Commander-in-Chief Russell and Brothers of the Sons of Veterans: It has been the
custom in former years to send a Committee of Greeting from the Ladies’
Aid Society to you with some offering of love and devotion, angels’ food,
kisses, flowers; but this being leap year, this committee have brought only
themselves. They bring to you the loving hearts and the willing hands of five
thousand members of the Ladies’ Aid Society, and this greeting:
GREETING OF COMMITTEE FROM THE L. A. S.
LOUISVILLE, September 9th, 1S96.
TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE FIFTEENTH NATIONAL *
ENCAMPMENT OF THE SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A.:
Your auxiliary, the Ladies’ Aid Society, extend to you most fraternal
greetings.
May your future be so bright and your prosperity so great that you will
be second only to that greatest of all great organizations, the Grand Army of
the Republic.
Sons of noble sires, your inheritance is beyond price. Guard it as your
fathers did before you—with your lives.
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Keep this Union forever, Liberty as a watchword, and the banner our
lathers made glorious, the emblem of “peace and good will toward men
then “the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free
And the home of the brave.”
KATE G. RAYNOR, Ohio.
ELLA L. JONES, Pennsylvania.
MRS. A. P. DAVIS, Pennsylvania.
E. MAY AYER, Illinois.
PAULINE BUCKLEY, Kentucky.
Committee.
REPLY- OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF RUSSELL.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Sisters of the Ladies’ Aid Society, we
appreciate very much, indeed, and thank you for this kindly greeting. We
know that the hearts of our sisters of the Ladies’ Aid Society all beat in uni
son with ours; that you are striving in the same cause that we so devotedly
love; we know that you are our sisters in the work in which we are engaged,
and that you will always, earnestly and efficiently help us in that work.
If there are any brothers whom you would like to hear in response to the
greeting, we should be pleased to call them up. I would like to hear from
Past Commander-in-Chief Maccabe.
[Cries of “Maccabe,” “Maccabe.”]
PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF MACCABE: Commander, and Ladies,
I should perhaps say Sisters and Brothers—It is a difficult task at this time,
after the entertainment that has just been given by the Hayden Society from
the intellectual City of Boston, which the brothers have all enjoyed with
such exquisite pleasure, for me to respond to the warm and tender words
or welcome that were read by that sweet lady, who acts as Chairman of the
committee of the sweetest ladies in any part of our great country.
It seems hardly fair that the Commander-in-Chief should have called
on me, but no matter under what circumstances, whenever 1 am called upon
in the name of the Ladies’ Aid Society, I shall respond to the very best of
my ability. The committee from the Ladies’ Aid is now seated on the plat
form, and I presume that we might consider it positively their first appear
ance on any stage, and we sit in the front rank of bald heads. [Laughter.]
We listened to your words with pleasure. We also regard them as com
fort, for in these days we realize that it is not only difficult to keep level
with the times, owing to the extreme depression, but that our order is
suffering thereby; and if any panacea could be produced at the present
time to offset the difficulties under which we are laboring, and awaken new
courage in our hearts, it is, in my humble opinion, the influence of the
bright and beautiful faces, the support and encouragement that we re
ceive from the ladies of the Ladies’ Aid Society [Applause]. Do not ap
plaud me, my brothers; I am not accustomed to public speaking, and it will
rattle me. [Laughter.] I am morally certain that I speak for ninetynine per cent, of this organization when I say that if we had more of the
ladies identified with that splendid auxiliary organization, the Ladies’ Aid,
we would to-day be double in numerical strength what we actually are.
[Applause.] These may sound extravagant words, but, my brothers, I speak
from experience, and I know whereof I affirm. Ladies, for one at least, 1
am glad to see you here; I am glad to have you come to participate, though
briefly, in our deliberations. I would say to you, help the camps in your respective districts and you will build up and rear such a patriotic fabric as
will make this country grand and glorious and superior to all teachings
of anarchy or attempts at tyranny. The Sons of Veterans, whom I may say
by nature love all women, love and admire especially their sisters of the
Ladies’ Aid. They rely on you for support and encouragement, and I ask
you to do your duty. There is one thing which I desire to call your attention
to; I would have you, my brothers and my sisters, seriously consider it. There
seems to he an icy barrier existing between our two organizations. Why
that should be, I don’t know; but in some way that icy barrier must be melted
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by the warmth of our love and affection, until it will run along like Ten
nyson’s brook, and then we can exclaim in the language of the poet,
“Men may come, and men may go,
But we go on forever.”
[Applause. Cries of “Bundy,” “Bundy.”]
PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF BUNDY: Commander-in-Chief, Broth
ers and Sisters of the Ladies’ Aid Society, I desire to say that I come from
a community that appreciates the good work of the Ladies’ Aid Society. I
come from a community in which they have been of great assistance to
our local organization: and throughout the entire division of Ohio it has
been our general observation that wherever there was a Ladies’ Aid Society
there was a prosperous and substantial camp of Sons of Veterans.
I am heartily in accord with everything that Past Commander-in-Chief
Maccabe has so eloquently said concerning the members of the Ladies’ Aid
Society. For myself and for the community from which I come I want to ex
press my appreciation of the work that is done by this organization, and
thank them for the kindly greetings that they have extended to us.
[Cries of “Marsh,” “Marsh.”]
JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER CERDRIC G. MARSH: Commander and
Brothers and Sisters—It is not necessary to take up time in making any ex
tended speech. The ladies know that if it were not for the honors and
duties imposed upon this Chair I would probably not be in this Encampment
to-day! I would have remained, rather, with them, or at least spend a good
portion of my time there, I love them so well. T love them too well to
make any speech at this time. I can do that a little better when there are
only two of us present.
[Cries of “Cole,” “Cole.”]
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chaplain-in-Chief is called for.
CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF COLE: Commander and Brothers and Sisters—
It was my fortune or misfortune to be called upon to respond to a toast at
Boston at the meeting of the Encampment there, and the toast was “The
Ladies.” All brothers of Massachusetts who are here, and the Commanderin-Chief, will recollect, perhaps, that I said at that time that I saw no reason
why I should be called upon, except one. You remember the man who said
there were three genders, male, female, and preachers. I suppose it is be
cause I am neither a man nor a woman, and therefore can view things from
a neutral standpoint that I have been called upon to respond to the ladies
this afternoon.
I don’t know much about Ladies’ Aid Societies—those in Rhode Island—
T am sorry to say. T wish I knew more. I believe that one of the greatest
things that our order can do is to support the Ladies’ Aid Society wherever
it may exist, to co-operate with them wherever they may be called into
existence, to further the work in every way that is possible. The boys run
after the girls—they always have done it and they always will; and I presume
that where the ladies of the Ladies’ Aid are gathered together, there you will
find the boys. Certainly if they form their society in every town, whether
there are Camps there or not, very soon you will find Camps along side of
the societies.
As to the object of their order, to tell the honest truth, I know but
very little about it, except that they sustain the same relation to us that
the Woman’s Relief Corps sustains lo the Grand Army of the Republic. If
their objects are as grand and honorable, and their association and relation
to us is as that of the Woman’s Relief Corps to the Grand Army of the Re
public. we have cause to be proud of them and reason to thank them for all
that they are doing and have done for us. For one. I congratulate them, and
T am conceited enough to congratulate myself on the fact that we have such
an organization kindred and belonging to us. [Applause.]
MISS KATE G. RAYNOR: Commander and Brothers—We don’t want
to take up any more of your time. Thanking you for your kindly words, we
will withdraw.
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF RUSSELL: Ladies, before you go, on behalf of
the Commandery-in-Chief, T wish to ask you to convey to your society in
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convention assembled, the thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief for the words
of greeting and cheer you have so kindly brought us. Convey to them our
fraternal love, and in the language of Tiny Tim of Dickens’ land, “God bless
you, every one.”
Before the committee retires 1 would like to present each member with
a delegate’s badge, and also with one for the National President, which I
will ask the committee to deliver to her with our fraternal love.
The committee from the Ladies’ Aid retired, escorted by Officer of the
Day Spink.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Is the Committee on Credentials ready
to report?
THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL: Commander, the Committee on Creden
tials is ready to make a partial report.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The committee will proceed.
THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL: Commander, your committee find the fol
lowing named brothers entitled to seats and votes in this National Encamp
ment.
PAST COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF.

Ciias. F. Griffin___Hammond, lud.
Frank P. Merrili ... Boston, Mass.
.. Pittsburg, Pa.
Geo. T. Brown
Brooklyn, N. Y.
A. P. Davis............
Brooklyn, N. T.
Edwin Earp. ..
___Lynn, Mass.
Geo. W. Marks...
Bartow S. Weeks. .New York, N. Y.
Walter S. Payne___Fo3toria, Ohio.
Louis M. Wagner. . Philadelphia, Pa.
Marvin E. Hall___Hillsdale, Mich.
Geo. B. Abbott.San Pedro Sula, Hond.
Jos. B. Maccabe . .East Boston, Mass.
Wm. E. Bundy, Cincinnati, Ohio.
PASTiGRAND DIVISION COMMANDERS.

A. P. Davis.................... Pittsburg, Pa.
Fkank^H. Ciiallis.Manchester, N. H.
I. 8. Bangs................... Waterville, Me.
Walter S. Payne___Fostoria, Ohio.
W. E. W. Ross..............Baltimore, Md.
R. M. J. Reed..........Philadelphia, Pa.
Raphael Tobias___New York, N. Y.
Ciias. S. Crysler. .Independence,Mo.
E. Howard Gilkey, Columbus, Ohio.

i

CONSTITUTIONAL LIFE MEMBERS.
i

Baltimore, Md.
W. E. W. Ross
Waterville, Me.
I. S. Bangs___
.Newark, N. J.
J. A. Rodrigo.
Wm. H. Pieiipont . New Haven, Conn.
Jno. A. TnoMPSON___Baltimore, Md.
A. P. Davis
Pittsburg, Pa.

W. S. Eldridge
---- Portland, Me.
R. M. J. Reed..
Philadelphia, Pa.
R. M. Linton..
___Somerset, Pa.
0. B. Brown...
___Dayton, Ohio.
John E. Mills............Bradford, Mass.
Wm. Luther Davis. . Cincinnati, Ohio.

ALABAMA and TENNESSEE.
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H. T. Cooper

Commander E. R. CARTER, Knoxville, Tenn. .
Past Commanders.
......Birmingham. Ala.
H. L. Veazhy................................. llarrimau,Tenn.
,.. Chattanooga, Tenn.
V-knm, Jr .....................Birmingham, Ala.
....... Knoxville, Tenn.
J. W. V. R. Plummer............. Key West. Fla.
....... Greenville, Tenn.
J. G. Crumrltss........................... Kingston,Tenn.
Delegates.
Knoxville, Tenn.
E. Prescott
Coal Croek, Tenn,
Alternates.
...........Fitzgerald,IGa. Jno. R. Pierce..........................Wanlta.Tenn.

L.’DkP. Callahan
C. J. Callahan....
c. E. Robinson....
E. VV. Con a nt.......
H. K. Pratt
Guy Bark

Commander CHA8.'C.LHOUOK, Santa Cruz, Cal.
Past Commanders.
. .Los Angeles, Cal. Fred W. Wood............................... Oakland,Cal.
.. Los Angeles, “
S. L. Blodgett.....................Bakersfield, “
....Oakland, “
F. W. Bunneli.................Los Angeles, “
San Jose, ••
F. C. Shipley...........................Oakland, ••
L. E. Schroder, San Francisco, Cal.
Delegates.
Lainanda, Cal.
II. J. Shirley
Santa Cruz, Cal.
Alternates.
Tulare, Cal. Qscar Judki.
Oakland, Cal.

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT.
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COLORADO.
Commander ADAM C. PATTON, Greeley, Colo.
Past Commanders.
...................Denver, Col.
L. W. Kennedy...........
F. C. McArthur
H. D. Kendig.. ..
..................
“
“
C. H. Anderson..........
G eo. H. Frye, New Windsor, Colo.
Delegates.
New Windsor, Colo.
itout. E. Hanna.
H. C. Dodge
Alternates at Large.
Paul H. Lumback.....................Denver, Colo.
H. W. Hawley.

W. II. Pierpont,
G. B. Smith..........
H. W. Wessels...
C. E. Batchelor
J. B. Bowen.........
F. C. Bunten.......
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CONNECTICUT.
Commander GEO. E. COX, Hartford, Conn.
Past Commanders.
... New Haven, Conn. A. E. Chandler ....
..........Hartford,
••
B. It. Singleton....
.........Litchfield.
“
F. S. Valentine. ..
W. H. Barber. Meriden, Conn.
Delegates.
.......... Ansonla, Conn.
C. F. Loomis............ .
E. D. Brooks............... So.
.......... Putnam,
“
.........Stamford,
“
W. L. Parmelee

11

Denver, Colo.

.......Boulder, Colo.
Fort Collins, Colo.

...Norwich, Conn.
Waterbury, “
.......Derby, “
Waterbury, Conn.
Manchester, “
Ansonia, “

No returns from the Division of the Gulf.
ILLINOIS.
Commander W. G. DUSTIN, Dwight, 111.
Past Commanders.
..Belvidere, III.
it. V. Mallory...............................Decatur. 111.
Geo. H. Hurlbut,
..Oak Park, “
G. B. Abbott, San Pedro Sula, Honduras, C. A.
C. G. Marsh....
....... Peoria, “
F, McCrtllis........................ New York. N. Y.
Jno. D. Hall..
....Chicago, “
Geo. B. Stadden..........................St. Louis. Mo.
F. L. Shepard,
Delegates.
.SprlngQeld, 111.
J. C. Grimes...
...Chicago, III.
F. COFFINBERRY.
....Chicago, “
Fred Sanford.
...Chicago,
“
C. J. Tisdel...........
INDIANA.
Commander E. B. OGLESBEE, Indianapolis. Ind.
Past commanders.
Neavton J. McGuire....... Indianapolis, Ind.
............Winchester, Ind.
.1. W. Neavton....
Frank Martin.................
“
“
.................. Danville, “
Geo.C. Harvey..
Delegates.
.. Indianapolis, Ind.
S. S. Mullen..............
.Bloomington, Ind.
Frank Graham
. .Terre Haute, “
G. W. Krietenstkin
..South Bend, ••
S. C. Tipton.........
Alternates.
..
.Winchester, Ind.
It.
J.
B
osavorth
Farmland,
Ind.
..........
Geo. Better............
....... Ivrutland, "
H. H. Strohm..
II. J. Cline................. ............Jonesboro, '•
The Division of Indiana iu debt to the Commandery-in-Chief.
IOWA.
Commander H. M. HANSON, Mt. Pleasant. Iowa.
Past Commanders.
.. Oskaloosa, Iowa.
J. D. ItOAVKN....................... Des Moiues, Iowa.
J. II. Pickett...............
Dos Moines, “
....St. Louis, Mo.
J. O. Smith..................
1a A. Dii.i.ey
A. L. Sorter, Jil, Mason City, Iowa.
Delegates.
...Alt. Pleasant, Ioavu.
II. 11. Canfield..
.. lloonsboro, Iowa.
li E." AVagner. *.
.. Bock Baplds, “
Frank Doav.........
.. Davenport, “
W. O. LaA'akh, Dubuque, Iowa.
Alternates.
, Anamosa, Iowa.
__ Mason City, Iowa.
L. J. Fisher. ...
Wiley Ban kin..
..Clinton, "
... Des Moines, "
T. It. Smith.......
Guy b. Carson..
E. A. Greaves, Bock Baplds, Iowa.
KANSAS.
Commander g. W. HARBINGTON, Hiawatha, Kan.
Past Commanders.
.. Dodgo City, Kan.
.....................Norton, Kan.
E. H. Madison ..
0. 1). Junes....
..Hutchinson, “
.....................Omaha. Nobr.
AA\ A'. Morgan..
F. A. Agnkw..
H. AA\ Huffman, Denver, Col.
Delegates.
Mulvane, Kan.
L. B. Price...
chas. F. Horne
..Mankato, Kan.
Emporia, "
AV. V. Wilcox
K. C. Rose............
. Lawrence, “
J. F. Fulton, Marys Wile, Kan.
Alternates.
.... AVlclilta, Kan.
w. p. Feder....
M. It. Weynetii
.Great Bend, Kan.
.. Lawrence. “
A. G. Alrioii...
II. A. Bussell..
.... LaCrosse, “
J. B. Morris, Lacrosse. Kan,

I
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KENTUCKY.
Commander B. F. MCCLELLAND, Louisville, Ky.
Past Commanders.
..Maysvllle, Ky.
.Louisville, Ky.
W. R. Heflin................
Geo. H. Capito...
...Augusta, “
..Newport,**
W. N. Evans....................
F. G. Singleton...
Wild A. Field, Augusta, Ky.
Delegates.
Geo. S. Weimar......................... Augusta, Ky.
Somerset, Ky.
T. Z. Morrow
Alternates.
Louisville, Ky.
Williamsburg, Ky.
J. J. Duncan,
W. L. Moore.
MAINE.
Commander L. L. COOPER, Augusta, Me.
Past Commanders.
A. C. Cloudman .......Cumberland Mills, Me.
A. S. Libby....... .
............ Portland, Me.
E.C. Moran................................ Rockland, “
Chas. H. Rice..
............... Bangor, “
F. E. FAiRCniLD.......................... Eastport, “
E.K.Gould... .
........... Rockland, “
C.E. Merrill.............................. Auburn,
T. G. Libby.......
-----Vlnalhaven, “
W.H. Perry...
R. L. Whitcomr....................... .Portland,
.......Portland, “
H. C. Ciiatto.............................. Rockland, “
.............. Bangor, “
C. F. Hutching
Delegates.
...Watervllle, Me.
.Portland, Me.
J. C. Coleby........
East Stonhan, “
Freeport, “
David O. Brown.
Alternates.
Waldoboro, Me.
E. H. R. Borroughs..................Danford, Me.
E. Woodbury..
..Pittsfield, “
F. W. Weeks..................East Vassalboro, “
L. H. Harding

as:

MASSACHUSETTS.
Commander HARRY D. SISSON, Pittsfield, Mass.
Past Commanders.
F J. Bradford.
... Lawrence, Mass.
C. K. Darling.............
J. B. Maccabe..
.East Boston, “
Wm. A. Stevens.........
C. F. Sargent...
...Lawrence, "
W. H. Delano............
H. S. Crossman,
...Springfield,
“
A. C. Blaisdell..........
J.-H. Hinkley.
........ Beverly,
“
D. F. Goulding.........
N.C. Upham....
...Fitchburg,
“
F.E. Bolton.................
..........Salem,
D B. PURBKCK.
“
G. W. Knowlton........
Edwin Earp, Jr., Lynn, Mass.
Delegates.
W. R. Waterman___
Hanover, Mass.
C. D. Rooney.......
T. J. Hannon............
C.H. Messenger.
E. H. LOUNSBUKY.
0-S.Fisii.....................
H. L. Frost.................
S. A.Pickering..
G. H. Smith.................
Roxbury, Mass.
Geo. L. Bray........
Alternates.
Howard F. Eaton,
.......Boston, Mass.
A. A. Tilden...............
C. H. Hillman.......
....Medford, “
Edwin F. Tuttle.......
J. H. Cairn..............
..Gloucester, “
F. H. Jones..................
C. F. Perkins.........
........ Salem, “
Charles G. Kei.ley.
Emery coulter. ..
....Needham, “
A. G. Jewett...............

.Fitchburg, Mass.
.Ar.ington, “
...Sharon, “
—Lowell, “
. ..Boston, “
11
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Winchester, Mass.
...Franklin, “
....Woburn, "
........ Lowell, “
.......... Lynn, “
.Arlington, Mass.
.Uxbridge, “
. ..Malden, •i
. Roxbury, “
..Medford, “

MARYLAND.
COMMANDER F. 0. PETERSON, Baltimore, Md.
Past Commanders.
Miles W. Ross.......... ......... Baltimore, Md. E. R. Cam pbei.l..........
..Washington, D. C.
Sherman J. Brown. .......Washington, D. 0.
John R. Neely.........
............Wilmette, Til.
Robt. W. Wilson ... ............. Baltimore, Md.
Otto L. Suess............
..Washington, D. C.
Frank A. White, Easton, Md.
Delegates.
Chas. S. Davis..................Washington, D. C.
F. T. F. Johnson..............Washington, D. C.
Alternates.
E. E. Herold
Baltimore, Md.
Irby W. Reid.................... Washington, D.C.

Marvin E. Hall
B. M. Fellows ..,
F. M. Williams..
F. D. Eddy....
C. E. COOSHALL

MICHIGAN.
Commander II. E. COWDIN, Rockford, Mich.
Past Commanders.
........ Hillsdale, Mich.
F. C. Stillson.......
.........Bronson, “
Frank M. Gier...
Grand(IRapids, ««“
Fred. M, Twiss ...
_ _ „
F. J. McMurtrie.
E. R. Henderson. Hadley, Mich.
Delegates.
Grand Rapids, Mich.
J. a. Mabbs.......
<: . T. Chapkll, Rockford, Midi.

. Battlo Creek, Midi.
........ Hillsdale, “
H

..Three Rivers,

41

“

........... Holland, Mich.

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT.

E.
E.
A.
E.

M. Van Clevis
II. Midham.......
S. Morgan ....
D. Morris........

W. D. Smith

L

Luther Wilson

J. J. Speaker.......
A. H. Vandivket
E. R. Durham.......
R. Loebenstkin ..
H. J. Kline..........
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MINNESOTA.
COMMANDER GEO. P. KELLEY, Tracy, Minn.
Past Commanders.
. Minneapolis. Minn.
Geo. H. Siieire..
..Evansville, Minn.
.... St. Paul, “
Francis G. Drew
Minneapolis, "
.Minneapolis, “
C. E. McColley........ Winnebago City, “
...Redwing, “
I. C. Patterson.................. Princeton, “
Delegates.
Wiunebago City, Minn.
Louis DeLestry
St. Paul, Minn
G. W. Dwinnell, Glencoe, Minn.
Alternates.
Minneapolis, Minn.
D. W. Spalding
Princeton, Minn.
Cecil Horn, Rochester, Minn.
MISSOURI.
Commander MANLY WREN, Bethany, Mo.
Past Commanders.
. .Kansas City, Mo.
B. W. Frauentiial. .
........ Bethany, “
E. W. Raymond..........
........
“
“ F. E. Ernst...................
.......Chicago, 111.
E. L. Gottschalk ...
........

“

“

W. J. ZlMMERSCHIED

W. K. West, Chicago, III.
Delegates.
E. C. Ciierrtngton.......... ............ Ohio, Mo.
J. E. Baird. .
F. S. Moss............................. ..............Coy, “
Max Doulie
Alternates.
.......St. Louis, Mo.
F. SlEMANS............
E. W. Dieterle...
A. L. Cham hers..
. .Me. Moriah, “
W. F. ANDERSON..

...St. Louis,Mo.
!!St. Joseph, “
...St. Louis, “
.......Sedalia, "
Kansas City, Mo.
..Concordia, "

............St. Joseph, Mo.
...............St. Louis, “

NEBRASKA.

Commander G EO. F. WOLZ, Fremont, Neb.
Tast Commanders.
J. C. Elliott................... ....West Point. Neb.
F. J. Coates.............. .......... Washington, Neb.
W. B. McArthur..........
F. P. Corrick.................................. Cozad, “
.* .* WahooV Neb.
F. E. Way, M. D.............
P. A. Barrows......... ............ St. Edward, "
Delegates.
............Hooper, Nob.
C. M. Branson........... ........... Lincoln, Neb.
J. H. Heine..............
NEW HAMPSHIRE.
Commander W. S. WILLEY, Somersworth, N. H.
Past Commanders.
Somersworth, N. H.
James H. Joyce
..Manchester, N. II.
F. II. Challis..........
........ Batavia, N. Y.
Burt E. Fisher.
F. li. Libby.................
Somorsworth,
..........Enfield,
N.H.
...Charleston,
Mass.
F
rank
C.
S
mith
Michael Crowley
..Manchester, ■“
F. B. Perkins..........
. .Manchester, N. II.
C. II. Little.......
............Dover,
“
J
no
.
II.
T
wombly
Ben O. Robey..........
.......... Nashua, “
Delegates.
\Y.-S. Taruell...............So. Lyndeboro, N. H.
Edwin H. Sweet............Somorsworth. N.H.
Alternates.
Bennington, N. H.
Reeds Ferry, N. II.
II. F. Bellows.
W. O. Styles

*. *

NEW JERSEY.
Commander JAMES B. ADAMS, Atlantic City, N:J.
Past Commanders.
............... Cocoa, Fla.
T. II. Edmonds........... ............Trenton, N. J.
Ed. C. White............
.......Elizabeth, N. J.
A. L. Sparks............... ............Camden, “II
Fred B. Morse.......
.... New York, N. Y.
Geo. W. Pollitt....... .......... Paterson,
Andrew Dkrrom .
Geo. H. Perkins....
. Atlantic City, N. J.
Jas. E. Pierson....... .......... Hopewell, "
Delegates.
A. I. Vescelius......................... Paterson, N. J.
James Mathews....... ............Trenton, N, J.
Geo. B. Hu lit, Hopewell, N. J.
ALTERNATES.

F. F. C. Woodward,

..Trenton, N. J.
E. W. McCann...........
Benj. II. Ford, Red Bank, N. J.

NEW YORK.
Commander A. G. COURTNEY, Syracuse, N. Y.
Past Commanders.
W. H. Wyker............:
M. J. Downing........................Brooklyn, N. Y.
A. llOFFLINGER............
E. W. Hatch................................ Buffalo, “
C. C. Holmes.................
J. C. Sawyer....................... Matteawan, “
W. S. Oberdorf..........
J. E, Hedges..........................New York, “
W. II. Robertson.......
Geo. Addington....................... Albanay, “
L. J. Maoy, Pulaski. N. Y.

i

;

Atlantic City, N. J.

.......Goshen, N. Y.
...Brooklyn, “
Mt. Vernon, “
....Danville, “
...Peterboro, “

;=
I

;

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.
A. C. Listman.........
Chas. Kinney.......
•T. F. DURSTOX.........
.1. V. B. Clarkson.
\V. B. MONvn.xN...
H.O.H. Cooper. ..
O. E. WlTHERELL..,
Fred. Bingham....
W. H. Guernesey.
W. D. Spear............

..Gloversvllle. N. V.
.......... Tulaski, '•
..Lnnslngburg, "
.......... Auburn, ••
.Seneca Falls, “

OHIO.
Commander D. Q. MORROW, Hillsboro, Oliio.
Past Commanders.
.......... Columbus, Ohio.
Wm. E. Bundy...........
E. H.Gilkey.
C. J. Dkckman..........
........ Toledo. **
H. R. Bacon.
,1. V. Hilliard.........
...Columbus,
E. W. Poe............
Fillmore Musser..
W. C. Wyckofe.
Parkersburg. W. Va. Dan. S. Gardner ...
F. W. Myers.......
.......Cleveland. Ohio.
Don C. Cable...........
Henry Fiiazke.
L. V. Williams, Ripley. Ohio.
Delegates.
.........Hillsboro, Ohio. K. W. Cable..............
H. D. Davis.......
.......... Dayton, ••
A. E. B. Stephens
A. S. Bickiiam..
.......Cleveland. “
Geo. H. Irons.............
Harry Mason .
F. 0. Wilkinson, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Alternates.
....Columbus, Ohio. J. N. Devault. ..
E. H. Archer
...Balnbridge, “
M. H. Halbert..
R. E. Rose....
...Dockland, “
C. W. Barnes ....
G. C. Spreen
C. H, Watrous, Ashtabula, Ohio.
The Division of Oregon is not represented.
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Delegate.
H. II. PARKER ..
. ..Syracuse. N. V.
N. G. EHLE.........
__ Broctou, “
Gitas, Hagen...
M. U. Monhoe..
»
D. E. Spencer..
..Rochester, “
ALTERNATES.
W. A. Person i us.
. .Jamestown, N. Y.
Gf.o. Matthews.
........ Auburn, •*
Ira A. Allen....
....Lockwood, “
II. P. Hollister.
............Rome, “
Tiios. O. Rivers.
.......Yonkers, “

PENNSYLVANIA.
COMJLVNDER JAS. H, TAWNEY, Philadelphia, Pa.
Past Commanders.
..............Philadelphia, Pa.
G. P. Brockway
J. L. Rake..........
.Reading, “
W. B. McNulty...
E. W. ALEXANDER
G. W. Gerhard
W. H. Smith........ ................. Allentown, “
“
H. M. Rerkle ....
H. H. Hammer....
L. M. Wagner ....
A, K. Howard ....
A. P. Davis..........
F. M. Hartzell .. ................... Pittsburg, “
Walter E. Smith
J. H. Seifebtii ...
II. M. Lowry........
,H. M. Russell....... ........ . Philadelphia, “
i*
•«
Ciias. L. John.......
C. J. Miller..........
C. E. Diefenderfer, Reading, Pa.
Delegates.
C. Elmer John
... Mt. Carmel, Pa.
H. A. Soper.........
...Mt.Carmel, '•
J. J. Lewis.......
Elmer Horn.......
Louis Arnold,
. Philadelphia, **
John D. Davis ...
................York, “
a. W. Moore ...
Robert Patrick.
H. Eisenbeisk ,
...........Reading, “
R. II. Stevens ...
E. Poerstel ...
.......Alleghany, "
George Weaver
Alternates.
Jno. A. Andrews.......... ..............Carlisle, Pa.
ClIAS. O. IIOIIH...
Fred Row.......................................Reading, “
H. BURKKNSTOCK.
John Salem................................Hazelton, *•
J. I. Mumper....;.
A. K. McHenry............... ............Berwick, “
John A. Grimm..
B. F. Hollenrack..........
Geo. L. Martin..
Reuben Schwarz..........
Samuel Lee........

fcMSB:::::

...... Waverley, N. V.
........ Brocton, ••
....New York. “
...Mt. Vernon, “
.New York, “•

1
;5
*—

!
..Cincinnati. Ohio.
...Malvern, ••
....Newark, "
Portsmouth, “
...Massillon, *•
.Nelsonville, “

2.
1

.......Cincinnati, Ohio
............. Cleves, •*
.......Frankfort, “
. .Covington, Ohio
.Springfield, “
.......... Xenia, “

I

*
;
........ Oil City, Pa.
.......Reading, **
Philadelphia, *•
....Hamburg, “
...Alleghany, “
.Philadelphia, “
.... Pittsburg, ••
...Allentown, “
.........Indiana, ••
..Mt. Carmel, "

!

... Harrisburg, Ta.
.........Lebanon, “
.... Alleghany, **
.Williamsport, “
..Philadelphia, “
............Emaus, Pa.
....Allentown, ••
..Gettysburg, “
..Phoonlxvllle, “
.Philadelphia, ••

RHODE ISLAND.
Commander H. S. THOMPSON, Providence, R. I.
Past Commanders.
Ciias. S. West..
....Newport, R. I.
T. M. Sweetlaxd.
..Pawtucket,R. I.
T. A. Barton....
. Provkleneo, ‘‘
Wm. M. P. Bow en.
..Provldenco, •*
W. B. Russell..
R. II, Dexter........
..Pawtucket, “
A. B. Spink, Providence, R. I.
Delegates.
Chas. Potter......................... Chepachet, R. I.
II. D. Gifford......................Providence, R. 1.
Alternates.
J. F. Leahy
Pawtucket, R. I.
W. R. Conodon
Providence, R. I

it'

I
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L. I>. Lyon..........
F. A. Burdick
Fred Williams

I

SOUTH DAKOTA.
COMMANDER Z. C. GREEN, White. S. D.
Past Commanders.
............Watertown, S. D.
D. L. Printui*.......
Delegates.
White, S. D. Ciias. A. Whkki.on ...
Alternates.
Pierre, S. D.
Thomas B. Cooper

VERMONT.
Commander ARTHUR I. HOWE, Brattleboro, Vt.
Past Commanders.
J. C. Rutherford............... Providence, R. I.
E.T. Griswold..
F. D. Proctor.................................. Proctor, Vt.
H. 0. Bixnv..........
C. F. R. Jennk..........................Brattleboro, “
Geo. 0. Webster
G. E. Terrill.............................. Underhill, “
Wm.M. Sargent
John E. Fox.................................. Haverhill, *•
F. L. Green.........
E. T. Monahan, Underhill, Vt.
Delegates. I
G. A. Wilkins
Underhill, Vt. W. W. Slack......... .*
S. W. Dunton, Dorset, Vt.
(No delegates so far certilled from Washington or West Virginia.)
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Britton, S. D.
Pierre. S. D.
...Huron, S. D.

Bennington,
...Chelsea,
...St.Albans,
.So. Royalton,
...St. Albans,

Vt.
•*
•*
•'
••

Springfield. Vt.

WISCONSIN.
Commander W. J. PATTON, Green Bay, WIs.
Past Commanders. •
F. .1. Walthers
........ Milwaukee. Wis.
Kewaunee, Wis.
Geo. W. Wing....
.J. P. Sheridan .
.......E. Saginaw, Mich.
R. L. McCormick
...Hayward, *•
C.H. Hudson...
.............. Madison, Wis.
W.C. Winter....
... Lacrosse, “
H. S. Fuller....
.......... Milwaukee, “
B. H. Wood..........
Hawthorne, ••
Tuos. L. Jacobs, Neenah, Wis.
Delegates.
C. C. Townsend.........
Wm. DeStekse
Fond du Lac, Wis.
.........Benton, Wis.
Alternates.
F. D. Humphrey
Green Bay, Wis.
A. G. Rraiiand......................Milwaukee, Wis.

In addition to the list of delegates and past officers, the committee
report that the following brothers who are members of the standing Com
mittee on Blue Book and the standing Committee on Ritual are entitled to
seats and votes in this Encampment according to precedent heretofore estab
lished:
Blue Book Committee—William M. Eames and Frank 0. Wilkinson, of
Ohio.

Committee on Ritual—T. C. Harter, of Pennsylvania, and A. G. Alrich,
of Kansas.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the report
of the Committee on Credentials. What is the pleasure of the Commandery in
regard to it?
OBJECTION TO THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE.
FRANK COFFINBERRY, of Illinois: Commander and Brothers of the
Commandery, perhaps I am wrong, but I think that the Chairman of our Com
mittee on Credentials misunderstood what I concurred in, or rather what I
was willing to recommend to this convention on the credentials submitted
to us. As the report made by the Chairman of our committee reads----THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Allow the Chair to suggest that a mo
tion to adopt the report should be made, and then remarks will he in order.
FRANK COFFINBERRY, of Illinois: The Commander-in-Chief does not
understand what I am going to say. I think I am right in the position I am
going to take. As I understood the report of the Chairman of the Commit
tee on Credentials, it is not what I, as a member of that committee, agreed
to recommend to this Commandery. That is, that the list as read by the
Chairman be adopted or concurred in as the list of those who are entitled to
seats and votes in this Commandery.
THE COMMANDER-TN-CHIEF: Then a minority report would he in
order.

FI FTE ENTII ANN UAL EN(JA MPMENT.

SssHtf sr s^^-srs

this Commandery.
beTHE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is any misunderstanding
T A1_. , ..
tween the members of the committee and the Chairman, I think the leport
had better be re-committed, and let them get together and straighten it out.
MOTION TO ADOPT THE REPORT AS READ.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I move that the re
port of the committee be received and adopted as read.
LEWIS A. DILLEY, of Iowa: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, it is moved and seconded that
the report of the committee be adopted as read. Are there any remarks?
DISCUSSION ON THE QUESTION:
ARE MEMBERS OF STAND
ING COMMITTEES ENTITLED TO SEATS AND VOTES
IN THE ENCAMPMENT?
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I want to know by what
authority the committee recognizes as entitled to seats and votes in this
Commandery the members of these committees. I would like to know what
constitutional right they have to do that.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair would say, in answer to the
brother from Wisconsin, that perhaps from a constitutional standpoint there
is no authority for it. The committee reports that it makes this recom
mendation in regard to seating the members of standing committees in pur
suance to precedents heretofore established, and they refer the Commandery
to the precedent. It is my impression that there is no constitutional pro
vision of any kind on that subject.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Then, Commander, can we admit them?
Have we authority to admit them as delegates without a constitutional pro
vision?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: I think that rests with the Comman
dery. These brothers are members of standing committees of the Com
mandery; and I think the matter of seating them rests entirely with the
Commandery-in-Chief.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, I have
several objections to the report of the committee, one of which is purely for
mal on account of the indebtedness of various divisions to the Commanderyin-Chief, which would deprive them of the right of representation in this
body until such time as this indebtedness is liquidated; but another matter
that I desire to call attention to is that the seating of the members of these
committees in the Encampment contemplates the payment of their expenses
by the Commandery-in-Chief. Now there is absolutely no necessity for the
presence here this year, of one of these committees, and that is the Blue
Book Committee; there is certainly no reason why the Commandery-in-Chief
should pay the expenses of the members of that committee if they do come.
That point should be understood by the Encampment before they vote to seat
the members of this committee in this body.
AMENDMENT TO MOTION OFFERED.
before tee'hous^o’thaf“ r?a7“p't“^t”1
as read with the exception of that clause recommending the seating of the
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he adopted with the exception of that part which recommends^teaUng'In
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tills Encampment of the members of the two standing committees, the Blue
Book Committee and the Ritual Committee. The question is on the amend
ment. Are you ready for the question?

;•

i

i

!
;

DISCUSSION ON AMENDMENT.
YV. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I would like to ask again
whether all these conditions in relation to reports to the Cliaplain-in-Chief
and the Inspector-General and the Surgeon-General have been complied with
by the officers of the various divisions which it is necessary under our rules
should be complied with before the divisions are entitled to representa
tion? I think that was an important amendment made to the constitution
last year, that they all should report, and if they didn’t, they were not en
titled to representation on this noor. I want to know if the Committee on
Credentials considered that matter when they reported that the divisions are
entitled to have their delegates seated?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: In answer to the question of. Col. Pat
ton, 1 would say that the Chair is not informed as to whether all these divi
sions have made reports to the members of the ttaff or not.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I understand it is
the duty of this committee to determine these things. They have reported
that these men are entitled to representation. It is the duty of that commit
tee to know about those things before they make a report. If the commit
tee has not done their duty in this regard we ought to know it.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Of course it is to be presumed that the
committee has investigated the matters that it should investigate. It is cer
tainly a part of its duty to pass upon all questions concerning the sufficiency
of the credentials of the delegations and all other matters that would affect
their right to sit as delegates iu this Encampment.
ROBERT E. HANNA, of Colorado of the committee: Commander, no
staff officer of this Conr.nandery-in-Chief has reported to this committee
any Division that has failed to make the proper reports, and therefore not
entitled to representation. The Adjutant-General has made a report, but the
other staff officers, 1 believe, have made no report whatever on this subject,
and as a matter of course there was nothing before the Committee on Cre
dentials which would have justified them in denying any Division repre
sentation on this account; hence the only thing the committee could do was
to make such a report as they have made.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, I rise for information. I
would like to ask whether this body can seat and give a vote to anyone that
the constitution does not provide should be members of this body. Can we
do that without amending the constitution?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If the brother desires an answer from
the Chair, the Chair will state that we can not, except as we follow a prece
dent that has already been established by the Commaudery-in-Chief. If the
Commandery-in-Chief sees fit to follow a precedent of that character, that is
the business of the Commandery-in-Chief.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, can we establish a prece
dent which conflicts with the constitution?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is ohjection, perhaps not.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, if it is right to have the
members of these committees seated, then they should be seated properly and
legally. 1 am not objecting to their being seated, hut I object to their being
seated in any irregular way, and without proper authority. I would be willing
to move an amendment to the constitution so that they can be seated. I
don't rise to object to seating the members of these committees, but let us
keep within the law. Until the constitution is amended, I don’t see how the
members of that committee can be seated and given votes in this Encamp
ment.
TI-IE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair is clearly of the opinion that
whatever is done in this matter, ought to be done with a clear understand
ing in regard to the effect of our action and in regard to the expense that
will be incurred by the Commandery-in-Chief in seating the members of these
committees. That is the interest that the Chair feels in this matter. Are
there any further remarks?

FIFTEENTH ANXUA L EXCAM PMEXT.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL L0BBENSTB1N: Commander, so far as
tne seating of these committees is concerned as I said before, it carries with
it the payment of their expenses. 1 apprehend that the payment of the
expenses of the members of any committee that is under the orders of the
Commandery-in-Chief, or from which the Commandery-in-Chief requires a
report, must be borne by the Commandery-in-Chief; but there is no necessity
lor seating the members of these committees in this Encampment. They
have no report to make, and their presence here is not necessary. And if we
seat them we become liable thereby for the payment of their expenses. That
is what we will do. If we seat the members of this Blue Book Committee,
they then become members of the Commandery-in-Chief, and by implication
are' here under orders, and their expenses should be paid. Again, there are
several Divisions which are indebted to the Commandery-in-Chief on account
or supplies. They certainly are not entitled to representation until this
indebtedness is liquidated. The Division of the Gulf, the Division of Indiana,
the Division of Oregon, and the Division of Washington are all indebted to
the Commandery-in-Chief, and are not entitled to representation until their
indebtedness is paid. And another matter, the language used by the Adju
tant-General in making the report of the Committee on Credentials would cer
tainly seat as members of this Encampment all the alternates as well as the
delegates. 1 know such was not the intention of the committee, but the
• language used would seat the alternates whether the delegates are here or
not. They are entitled to seats, but not entitled to votes in the Encampment.
FRANK COFFINBERRY, of Illinois: Commander, that is the point that
l was making.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I learn that there are Divi
sions delinquent in reports to the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief.
Now our constitution is something or nothing,
If our constitution and by-laws can be overridden without protest whenever broth:
ers or officers of Divisions see fit to do so, it is useless for us to
meet here year after year for the purpose of legislating upon these subjects.
Let us do business in a businesslike way. We passed laws last year saying
that those Divisions whose officers were derelict in their reports to the
officers of the Commandery-in-Chief, would not be entitled to representation
on this floor. Let us stick to it, or let us throw everything down. I am not
in ravor of overriding the constitution by seating the members of these com
mittees. I do not know them. They may be excellent men, and they may
have done excellent work for the order; but it is establishing a precedent
that some day may come back to us with peculiar force. I am in favor of a
rair and square interpretation of the constitution.
[Cries of “Question,” “Question.”]
A SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT PROPOSED.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, since I made my amendment
a lew moments ago another question has arisen, the one just spoken of by
my Brother Patton. I am convinced that no Division should be entitled to
representation until its officers have made the proper reports to the Commandery-in-Chief, and if I may be permitted, I would change my amend
ment that the report of the Committee on Credentials be adopted as read
except the recommendation that the members of these committees be seated,
ana that no Division be allowed seats in the Encampment until their Divi
sion officers have made the proper reports to the officers of the Commanderyin-Chief. That makes it a little awkward, but it is the best thing I think of
to do just now.
DISCUSSION CONTINUED.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I don’t think it makes a
particle of difference whether they be seated in this way, or not. Brother
Wilkinson is the only member of the Blue Book Committee that will be
here, and he is a delegate from Ohio, so it makes no difference whether you
seat him as a member of the Blue Book Committee, or not. I don’t know
anything about the Ritual Committee. I don’t know whether the brothers of
tnat committee are also entitled to seats upon the floor as delegates or not;
but so far as the Blue Book Committee is concerned, I think the Committee
on Credentials might withdraw the part of their report that refers to that
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committee, so that the question might be brought squarely to an issue on
the Ritual Committee. For my part, I don’t see how the Committee on Ritual
is going to make a report to this convention unless they are entitled to seats
in this convention. Are they going to send it in by messenger boy? Are
you going to appoint a Committee on Ritual of members of this order and
have them come here to present their report and then not give them the
courtesy of a seat on this floor after they have done all that work? [Ap
plause.] I say to you that from the time of the establishment of this order
down to the present moment the standing committees of this body have al
ways had a vote and seat upon the floor of our Encampments; and there is
nothing in the constitution that prohibits it. 1 don’t know that there is any
thing in the constitution especially authorizing it, but this is the supreme
body of the order, we are the sole judges of this matter. If we are not the
sole judges of this question, there is nobody, unless it is the Supreme Com
mander above, who can decide who are entitled to seats upon this floor. It is
for this convention to determine from the report of the Committee on Cre
dentials who are entitled to sit here. We are not overriding the constitution.
The constitution simply says that certain brothers shall be entitled to seats,
it don’t say that nobody else shall be entitled to seats. If the members of
standing committees are not seated I don’t see how they are going to come
here and present their report. I merely offer that as a suggestion. So far as
the Blue Book Committee is concerned, it is out of consideration. It has
made its report and Brother Wilkinson is the only member of that committee
here present, and ho is here also as a delegate from the Division of Ohio, so
that as far as he is concerned it don’t make any difference what is done; but
l ask for information as to whether or not the members of the standing Com
mittee on Ritual are delegates and regularly accredited representatives to the
Encampment? If not they ought to be seated.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair is not definitely informed on
the subject, but is under the impression that two members of the committee
are entitled to seats, in the Commandery-in-Chief, through their past rank,
or as delegates, and that one is not.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I would like to
state that the Kansas member of the Committee on Ritual is a member of
this Encampment, a delegate from the Division of Kansas, and the remarks
or Brother Bundy with relation to Brother Wilkinson apply with equal force
to him.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The other members of the Committee
on Ritual are Brother Stillson of Michigan and Brother Harter of Pennsyl
vania. The Chair understands that Brother Harter is not entitled to a seat
in this Encampment except as a member of this standing committee. This
committee was appointed in pursuance of a resolution adopted at the Four
teenth Annual Encampment, authorizing the Commander-in-Chief to appoint
a standing Committee on Ritual, of which the Iuspector-General should be
Chairman, to consider changes and suggestions regarding the ritual, and that
committee was to report at this meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.
F. L. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Commander, it seems to me by virtue of
the fact that all the members of one committee and a majority of the members
of the other committee are accredited delegates to this Encampment every
argument presented by Brother Bundy as to their inability to present their
report is overcome; and in view of the fact that it Is a dangerous prece
dent to seat men whom we have no authority to seat except by the arbitrary
action of this Encampment—I feel it to be a dangerous precedent—I don’t
think it would be a wise thing for the order to do.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Standing committees have always been
accorded the courtesy of the floor. Of course if one member has the floor
all the members of that committee should have, because the one who is left
out might be the one who is best informed upon the propositions that are to
be submitted to the Commandery-in-Chief.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, conced
ing the correctness of your statement—and it is correct—the Commandery-inChief is empowered by the constitution to grant the courtesy of the floor to
the members of any committee, to brothers of the order or comrades of the
Grand Army of the Republic; there is nothing to prevent their doing that;
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and *tliCamps*; antMf you^SrTto seat other brothers as members of this
body you have a prescribed method for doing so by amending the constitu
tion. rules and regulations, and not otherwise. [Applause.]
H. H. PARKER, of New York: Commander, I move the previous quesnon.
The motion was not seconded.
MOTION TO RECOMMIT REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.
ABE S. BICKHAM, of Ohio: Commander, I move that this report be re
committed to the Committee on Credentials to adjust this matter.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Strictly speaking, the motion is out of
order, as there is already a motion before the house; but the Chair thinks
the best course to pursue is to re-commit the report to the Committee on Cre
dentials, and, if there is no objection, the Chair will put the question on
Brother Bickliam’s motion. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. The
question is on the motion to re-commit the report to the Committee on Cre
dentials for further consideration. Any remarks?
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I seconded Brother Bick
ham’s motion for the reason that the Committee on‘Credentials is the only
body that can properly consider this matter and sift it out and bring it be
fore the Encampment in tangible shape. If the question is put on the adoption
of the report of the Committee now, I wouldn’t know what I was voting for,
what parts were to be left out, and I don’t believe anybody else would. I
think the Committee should consider the suggestions that have been made
upon the floor, and then present us with a complete and definite report.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Before putting the question, the Chair
would suggest that it is the duty of the officers to whom the reports from Di
vision officers should come, to report to the Committee the Divisions whose
omcers have failed to make the proper reports. They should not wait for the
Committee to hunt them up and ask them if everything is all right in the
different Divisions. All those in favor of the substituted motion to re-commit
the report to the Committee on Credentials will give their assent by the
usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign.
The ayes seem to have it; the ayes have it, and the report is re-committed to
the Committee on Credentials.
The Chair will now declare a recess, subject to the call of the Commander.
RECESS.
Four o’clock and thirty minutes, p. m.
. COMMANDERY CALLED TO ORDER.
• THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Commandery-in-Chief will come
to order. We will now hear the supplemental report of the Committee
on Credentials. The Adjutant-General will read the report.
The , AdJ'utant-General read the following report of the Committee on
,, J11?,
Credentials:
"To the Commander-in-Chief, Officers and Members of the Fifteenth Annual
Encampment, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.:
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.
The Committee on CredentiaJs would respectfully submit-the following
amended r6P°rt: That the list of delegates, or their alternates heretofore
recommended in the former report, be entitled to representation’ in the EnsTonTf
°iV ST
\h? Gu«. the Division of Oregon, ttoDMsion of West Virginia and the Division of Washington, which Divisions are
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deprived of representation by reason of indebtedness to the Commanderyin-Chief and failure to make required reports; and the Committee would also
recommend that the members of the standing Committee on Ritual and the
standing Committee on Blue Book be given seats and votes in this Encamp
ment.”
MOTION TO ADOPT REPORT OF COMMITTEE.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I now renew my
motion that the report be adopted and the Committee continued.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion.
■

:

!

POINTS OF ORDER.
F. L. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The brother will state his point of
order.
F. L. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Commander, I desire a ruling from the
Commander-in-Chicf upon that part of the report of the Committee which
refers to the seating and giving votes to the members of the committees re
ferred to, namely, the Committee on Ritual and the Committee on Blue Book.
My point of order is that the Committee have no authority to report on that
subject, and therefore so much of their report is out of order.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I rise to a point of
order.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The brother will state his point of
order.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, my point of order
is that the point raised by the brother from Illinois is a point for the Commandery-in-Cliief to determine and not for the Comraander-in-Chief.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair is under the impression,
from the fact that a motion is pending at this time to adopt the report of the
committee, that the point of order is well taken. Any further remarks? All
those in favor of the motion to adopt the report of the Committee as read,
and continue the Committee, please give their assent by the usual voting sign
of the order-------W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I understand the ruling of
the Chair correctly, do I not, that the point of order was well taken, and
that, therefore, that part of the report of the Committee in relation to the
seating of the members of the committees named was out of order?
RULING OF THE C. IN C.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair ruled that the point of order
raised by Brother Harrington against the point of order raised by Brother
Shepard was well taken; that is, that the point of order raised by Brother
Shepard was not in order. The last point of order raised, of course, was the
point of order upon which the Chair ruled, because it was made to affect the
point of order raised by Brother Shepard.
MOTION TO AMEND REPORT BY STRIKING OUT ALL REFERENCE
TO STANDING COMMITTEE.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Then, Commander, I move to amend the
report of the Committee on Credentials by striking out all reference to the
two Standing Committees.
F. L. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the amend
ment, that the motion to adopt the report of the committee be amended by
striking out the names of the brothers belonging to the Blue Book and Ritual
Committees from the report of the Committee on Credentials. Are you ready
tor the question?
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, I understand that gives
them a seat in the Commandery, but not a vote. Certainly, any Son of a Vet
eran has a right to a seat in the Encampment.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Certainly, the Chair would hold that
'any committee that has to make a report to this Encampment has a right
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and the courtesy of the floor. Brothers, you have heard the motion.
Are you ready for the question?
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DISCUSSION: ARE MEMBERS.OF STANDING COMMITTEES EN
TITLED TO SEATS AND VOTES IN THE ENCAMPMENT?
\V. j. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, it seems to me this is a mat
ter of serious business. I appeal to the members of the order who are mem
bers of other organizations, I ask you, is there a single organization to which
vou belong in which there would be an attempt to give a seat and a.vote,
in any State or National meeting of that organization, to one who was not
legally a member of that meeting? We know it is not done. We have heard
it said here today that we can do it by the act of the Commandery-in-Chief,
that it is in the hands of the Commandery-in-Chief. Brothers, it is not
in our hands. Is it possible any delegate, or any members of this Order,
can come in and ride over the Constitution, Rules and Regulations at any sit
ting of this Commandery? We have a method prescribed for amending the
Constitution. Don’t let us be unconstitutional, and do a thing simply because
we have the power, and no one but the Almighty himself can stay us. The
Constitution expressly says who are members of the Commandery-in-Chief,
making no allusion whatever to standing committees. I think the fact is that
standing committees in other organizations are members of the State or Na
tional body, and not simply those who are members today and not members
hereafter. Let us stick to our Constitution, and stand fairly and squarely upon
it, and do our business in a business-like way. [Applause.]
A. E. B. STEPHENS, of Ohio: Commander, this Committee was ap
pointed last year to do a certain duty. At that time they were members of
the Commandery-in-Chief. Now the question is, if they were members of
the Commandery-in-Chief last year and the Commandery-in-Chief appointed
them to do a certain duty and they have to report to this meeting of the Com
mandery-in-Chief, how can a committee report here unless they are allowed
a vote on the floor, or allowed representation. If they are here today, or it
they come to this meeting tomorrow to make a report on Ritual, we surely
would have to allow them to make their report, and they certainly ought to
he granted the privilege of voting on that report. If they were members of
the last Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, they are surely still mem
bers, and will continue so until they are discharged.
A. S. BICKHAM, of Ohio: Commander, it seems to me we are about to
do these gentlemen a great injustice. They were put on a committee to report
to this Encampment. They returned home. If I had been a member of that
committee and my name was suggested as a delegate to this Encampment, I
would not have permitted myself to be elected. I would have said I am al
ready a member of the Commandery-in-Chief; there are others in the Divi
sion who would like to go; send them as delegates; and then, after having
refused an election, I would come here and find the doors closed upon me.
That is the case of one member of the Committee on Ritual. If in the future
the Encampment wishes it understood that members of standing committees
are not to have seats and votes in the Encampment that would be all right.
It would be very proper for the Commander-in-Chief, in appointing standing
committees, to appoint only those on such committees as he knows will be in
the next Encampment. There are plenty of brothers, who, by virtue of their
w^. Pe en^tled to sit in all subsequent Encampments, and the
standing committees could be made up of such brothers; but I don’t think
it would be fair to apply that rule now without there having been any pre™VVn^mal,°" that Sl^1 ,a ru*e was to be enforced. I therefore believe
that the Committee on Credentials have reported properly in honoring the
^top0telustSats“PaInt “ Kn°XVi"e'
1
«“ "P«*t — be
MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander what the broth
ers say is all very well, but that does not make it rigltThe Constitution
“^MoasUckToemberSlliP °f thiS Encampment ***11 *e( and that is what wo
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio:

Commandor
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great deal of talk about the Constitution, and what the ConstituUon'Itates
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and what it says, and the opinions of these various brothers on the construe
tion of what is in the Constitution. Every brother who has spoken on that
side of this question has held aloft the Constitution as the sacred law of the
Order. Now let us just see what the Constitution does provide. On page 36
it says:
“The membership of the Commandery-in-Chief shall be made up as fol
lows:
“First—Its own elective and appointive officers and life members, except
special Aides and Aides-de-Camp, Assistant Inspector Generals and NonCommissioned Staff.”
Now, turning to Article 4, on page 39, we find who shall compose the offi
cers of the Commandery-in-Chief. There is not a single word with regard
to Special Aides and Aides-de-Camp, Assistant Inspector Generals and NonCommissioned Staff. Then why was that exception put in there? The very
committee that adopted this Constitution at Minneapolis came there at the
expense of the Commandery-in-Chief and had a seat and vote in the Encamp
ment. Talk about establishing a dangerous precedent. Is it any time now to
begin doing injustice to these gentlemen by breaking down a precedent that
has been in force since the adoption of your Constitution? The Standing
Committee on Ritual wont clear across the United States, at an expense of
hundreds of dollars to the Commandery, to present their report to the Commandery at Helena, and the members of that committee had seats and votes
in that Encampment. At a time when there was some contest in the Ohio Di
vision as to the right of some brother to sit in the Encampment of the Commandery-iu-Chief Brother Maccabe, who was then the Commander-in-Chief,
held that this was the supreme court of the body, and that we had a right
to decide that question: that we were the sole judges as to who should be
seated here.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: If Brother Bundy will
permit a question, I desire to ask him if he is not aware that the precedents
he has cited were in the years 1891 and 1892: and that we are now working
under the Constitution adopted at Davenport, Iowa, in 1894?
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: I will ask Brother Lobenstein if there
has been any changes in these particular Sections of the Constitution since
that time? If he will point out to me any change in these particular sections,
then I can see the pertinency of his question; otherwise not. [Applause.]
Now, my brothers, I am just putting this in all fairness. It is a question of
one vote. Are you going to put a brother out of this Commandery-in-Chief
who, following the precedents heretofore established, thought lie was a mem
ber and refused to be a candidate for election as delegate for that reason?
Let there be a ruling by the Commandery for the future, if you think there
ought to be, that members of standing committees are not by virtue of that
fact members of the Commandery-in-Chief; but follow the precedent until
that ruling is made. What is there in the Constitution in regard to standing
committees? Is there a word about it? There is not. But we recognized
the members of standing committees as members of the Encampment at
Knoxville. It has been done at many Encampments preceding that time. The
Constitution docs not provide that standing committees shall be appointed at
all, a standing committee on this and a standing committee on that. That
is a matter that rests with the Encampment of the Commandery. It is for
the Commandery itself to say whether these brothers shall have the right to
sit and vote on this floor.
F. L. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Commander, it seems to me that a consid
eration of that part of the Constitution that was referred to by Gen. Bundy
would aid us a little bit in the discussion of this question. The Constitution,
as he read, prescribes who shall be seated in this Encampment. It says “Its
own elective and appointive officers and life members, except Special Aides
and Aides-de-Camp, Assistant Inspector Generals and Non-Commissioned
Staff,” and then goes on to Past Commanders-in-Chief, etc. Then it designates
who are elective and appointive officers on Page 39. Nowhere in our Consti
tution does it provide for any special or standing committee to be seated upon
this floor, and no one is allowed, under our Constitution, a seat and vote
upon this floor unless he is specifically provided for in our Constitution, and
the manner in which the Camp appoints is provided for. I submit to you.
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Commander-In-Chief-and brothers, that it is high time to break this bad pre
cedent, and I am in favor of breaking it now.
. .
,
T Z. MORROW, of Kentucky: Commander, as I understand, this is a leg
islative body, and while I have heard frequently of a judicial body being gov
erned by precedent, I have never heard of a legislative body being governed
by precedent. I can not conceive that gentlemen have a right to overrule the
Constitution of this order by precedent, because it is strictly a legislative
body, and there can be no question of precedent in a legislative body.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I would like to ask the
brother a question. I want to ask him who is to rule in the construction of
this section of the Constitution? It is capable of various constructions. I will
ask the brother what is the judicial determination of this question, or if there
ever has been any, unless it is established by precedent, and if precedent does
not make common law?
T. Z. MORROW, of Kentucky: Commander, the Commandery-in-Chief.
beyond all doubt, has ruled on this question, but the Commandery-in-Chief has
also established and adopted a Constitution. There can be no reason and no
right to put a precedent against and as superior to the Constitution. There
is only one way whereby these men can be given seats on this floor and a
vote in this Encampment, and that is by an amendment to the Constitution.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, the second paragraph of the
section of the Constitution quoted by Brother Bundy says, “Its own elective
and appointive officers and life members, except Special Aides and Aides-deCamp, Assistant Inspectors General and Non-Commissioned Staff.” I would
say that a Special Aide appointed by the Commander-in-Chief for a year’s
work, if he has done his duty, has earned the right to a seat and vote in the
Encampment far more than the member of any committee. The member of
a committee is appointed by the Commander-in-Chief, the Special Aide is
appointed by the same authority. The Special Aide is appointed for the whole
year, and the committeeman is appointed for a certain duty; it may take him
a month; but the Special Aide who does his duty works for the whole year;
and by special provision of the Constitution he is deprived of the right to
claim a vote and seat in the National Encampment. I think this makes a
very strong argument against giving the members of standing committees
seats and votes.
[Cries of “Question.” “Question.”]
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: All those in favor of the amendment
which is in effect, that the names of the members of these two committees,
the Blue Book Committee and the Ritual Committee, be stricken from the
report of the Committee on Credentials will so signify by the usual voting
sign of the order.
.). B. MACCABE, of Massachusetts: Commander, I rise for information.
1 want to know what amount of service this so-called Committee on Blue
Book has rendered this Commandery-in-Chief this year, and whether or not
the Committee on Blue Book is prepared to submit another report to this En
campment. I ask for that in the way of information.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair is unable to inform Past
Commander-in-Chief Maccabe as to any duty that has been performed by
this committee during the past year. The committee was appointed at Daven
port and performed its duties during the year succeeding that Encampment;
it was not discharged at the Knoxville Encampment, but was carried -over
until the work which it had then prepared could be printed under its super
vision.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I just want to make one
remark in answer to Brother Payne. On Page 16 of the Constitution, it says:
1 he person first named on all Standing and Special Committees shall act
as Chairman until another is chosen by the Committee, and no Commit
tee shall be finally discharged until all debts legally contracted by it are
settled.”
This committee has never been discharged, and still continues a standing
committee of this body, and consequently they are members of the body.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair would say, in reply to Brother
Bundy, that so far as the debts contracted by the committee are concerned
they were all discharged at the last Encampment, but the committee was
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not discharged because the Encampment provided that the Blue Book should
be printed under its editorial supervision. The Blue Book has never yet been
printed, and therefore the committee is a standing committee of this En
campment.
GEORGE F. WOLZ, of Nebraska: Commander, was this committee ap
pointed by order of the last Commandery-in-Chief?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Ritual Committee was appointed
by authority of the last Comraandery-in-Chief; the Blue Book Committee by
the previous Commandery-in-Chief. [Cries of “Question,” “Question.”]
Brothers, are you ready for the question? All those in favor of the amend
ment will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the order. Hands
clown. Those opposed the same sign. [Cries of “Division,” “Division.”] A
division is called for. All those in favor of the amendment will rise and
stand until they are counted by the Adjutant-General. The Adjutant-General
will count. Be seated. Those opposed will rise.
The Adjutant-General reported fifty-one in favor of the amendment;
thirty-nine against it.
AMENDMENT AND REPORT AS AMENDED ADOPTED.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Fifty-one brothers having voted in
l'avor of the amendment, and thirty-nine against it, the amendment is carried.
The question now recurs on the motion as amended. All those in favor of the
motion as amended please give your assent by the usual voting sign of the
order. Hands down. Those opposed the same sign. The ayes seem to have
it; the ayes have it, and the report of the committee is adopted as anlended,
and the committee continued.
The Adjutant-General will now call the roll of the accredited members
of the Encampment who, as their names are called, will respond, come for
ward and receive their delegate badges from the Quartermaster-General.
The Adjutant-General called the roll of accredited members.
[Roll call No. 1.]
THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL: Commander, that completes the roll as
far as reported.
MOTION TO CONFIRM APPOINTMENT OF CERDRIC G. MARSH JUN
IOR VICE C. IN C.
F. L-. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Now, Commander, if I am in order, I move
that the action of the Commander-in-Chief in appointing Cerdric G. Marsh
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, to fill the vacancy in that office occasioned
by the promotion of the Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief to fill the vacancy
caused by the death of Brother Elwood T. Carr, of Pennsylvania, be approved,
and Cerdric C«. Marsh be declared Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief of the Sons
of Veterans, U. S. A., for the unexpired term.
The motion was seconded.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I rise to a point of
order.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The brother will state his point of order.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, my point of order
is that that matter has already been settled by the adoption of the report of
the Committee on Credentials. The Committee on Credentials reported this
brother here as Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, and we adopted and con
curred in their report.
APPOINTMENT OF CERDRIC G. MARSH CONFIRMED.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair will hold that the point of
order is not well taken. The question is before the house. All those in favor
of the motion that the appointment of Brother Cerdric G. Marsh as Junior
\ ice Commander-in-Chief of the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., for the
unexpired term be confirmed, will give their assent by the usual voting sign
of the order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The ayes seem to
have it. The ayes have it, and the motion is agreed to.
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APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES.
The Chair will now announce the committees, as follows:
ON CONSTITUTION, HULKS AND WEUULATIONS.

Newton J. McGuire, Indiana, Chairman.
Manly Wren, Missouri.
Z. C. Green, South Dakota.
Harry 1). Sisson, Massachusetts.
Geo. E. Cox, Connecticut.
ON officers’ reports and distribution of work.
J. B. Maccabe, Massachusetts, Cbairmau.
R. B. Oglesbee, Indiana.
Geo. W. Marks, New York.
F. W. Meyers, Ohio.
L. M. Wagner, Pennsylvania.
ON RITUAL.

F. C. Stillson, Michigan, Chairman.
W. J. Patton, Wisconsin.
Lewis A. Dilley, Iowa.
F. B. Cole, Rhode Island.
A. G. Alrich, Kansas.
on resolutions.
Wm. G. Dustin, Illinois, Chairman.
Charles S. Davis, Maryland.
M. Crowley, New Hampshire.
George F. Wolz, Nebraska.
E. R. Carter, Tennessee.
The Chairmen of the several committees will have the committees con
vene at as early a date as possible, that they may begin their work at once,
because in a short time now the work in the Commandery-in-Chief will be at
a standstill until these committees are ready to report.
PRESS COMMITTEE AUTHORIZED.
ROBERT E. HANNA, of Colorado: Commander, 1 move that the Chair
appoint a Press Committee of three members.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is moved and seconded that the
Chair appoint a Press Committee of three members. All those in favor of the
motion will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the order. Hands
down. Those opposed the same sign. The motion seems to be carried. The
motion is carried, and the Chair will appoint Brother E. W. Cable, of Ohio.
Chairman of that committee. The Chair will not appoint the other members
of that committee at this moment, but will take a little time, and wait until
lie becomes acquainted with some of the newspaper men who are members of
the Encampment.
RECESS MOVED.
W. F. ANDERSON, of Missouri: Commander, I move that the Commandery now take recess until nine o’clock tomorrow morning.
The motion was seconded.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS.
JUDGE ADVOCATE-GENERAL M’GUIRE: Commander, before the question is put on that motion, I would like to make an announcement that the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations will meet at Room 324, at
the Galt House, at eight o’clock.
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander, I would like to say that if
this motion to take recess until nine o’clock tomorrow morning is carried
that it would probably interfere with the parade that is arranged for tomor
row' morning. The parade is to move at ten o’clock, and if the Commandery
should meet it would be at best a very short session, unless the brothers
should not join in the parade. It is expected, of course, that the brothers of
the Commandery-in-Chief will take part in the parade, and I think it would
be better if we were to take recess until tomorrow at two o’clock.
VALENTINE GILB, JR., of Alabama: Commander, wouldn’t this be a
good place to meet to form for the parade?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair would inquire of Brother
Buckley where the parade is to form, if anywhere near here?
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K. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: On Main Street, Commander, near the
Galt House. This would be a very good place to meet.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair thinks we might as well
meet here and do an hour’s work in the morning, and then we will all be
here ready to form and march over to the Galt House and take part in the
parade.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, in regard to the Press Com
mittee, a motion has just been made to appoint a Press Committee, and one
member of that committee has been appointed. I think that matter should be
pushed at this Encampment. I have been disappointed, greatly so, at the
action of the press in reporting the sessions of our Encampment heretofore;
and I have gone home and ascertained that in the local papers at home there
had been nothing at all concerning our Encampment, except a brief notice,
possibly, that the Annual Encampment of the Sons of Veterans had. been
held; not more than an inch of space had been devoted to our proceedings.
Let us push this matter. Let us appoint a Press Committee, and let them go
to work actively and see that our proceedings receive proper notice.
ENTERTAINMENT BY MRS. HIRST.
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander, before the motion to adjourn
it put, I would like to make a further announcement. My brothers are all aware
of the fact that we have the honor to have residing here in Louisville the Pres
ident of the Ladies of the G. A. R., the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Grand Army
of the Republic, in the person of Mrs. Catherine Hirst. Mrs. Hirst has issued
an invitation to the nfembers of the Commandery-in-Chief to an entertainment
tonight, at which refreshments will be served, in the hall just below this.
Your badges will admit you, and she earnestly desires your presence and
wants to make your acquaintance. She has worked very hard and spent her
money freely for the G. A. R. and Sous of Veterans, and all other patriotic
organizations, and she would be pleased to meet each of you individually;
and through me she extends to each of you a cordial invitation to be present
at this entertainment. I hope as many of you as possibly can come will be
here tonight. [Applause.]
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the announce
ment. 1 am sure the members of the Commandery-in-Chief highly appreciate
Mrs. Hirst’s kindness, and will take pleasure in accepting her hospitality.
W. G. DUSTIN, of Illinois: Commander, I desire to announce that the
Committee on Resolutions will meet at Room 217, Galt House, at eight o’clock
this evening; also I desire to request all those who have resolutions to sub
mit to the committee to please hand them in at that time.
L. W. KENNEDY, of Colorado: Commander, I move you, sir, to amend
the motion to take recess until nine o’clock tomorrow morning so that it will
read to take recess until eight o’clock tomorrow morning. [Cries of “No,”
“No,” “No.”]

The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Kennedy, of Colorado, moves
to amend the motion to take recess until nine o’clock tomorrow morning by
striking out “nine” and inserting "eight.” All those in favor of the motion
will signify the same by the usual voting sign of the order. Down hands.
Those opposed the same sign. The noes seem to have it. The noes have it,
and the motion is not agreed to.
MRS. HIRST’S
GRANT
the Comim
Hirst and
Chief accep.
ROBERT £u. .
THE COMMANDERAs many as are in favor
order. Down hands. Til
unanimously.

INVITATION ACCEPTED.
Commander, it seems to me that
'•ay this invitation from Mrs.
ve that the Commandery-in.. as far as possible.
Jiumander, I second the motion.
jiF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
■ their assent by the usual voting sign of the
/Osed the same sign. The motion is carried
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RECESS TAKEN.
The question is now on the motion to take recess until nine o’clock tomor
row morning. All those in favor of the motion will give their assent by the
usual voting sign of the order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign.
The motion is agreed to, and the Commandery-in-Chief takes recess until to
morrow morning at nine o’clock.

WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSION.

i
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WEDNESDAY, September 9th, 1896, nine o’clock a. m.
The Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
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ENCAMPMENT CALLED TO ORDER.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Encampment will come to order.
Brother Inspector-General, are you satisfied that all present are entitled to
remain?
THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL: Commander, I am.
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PRESS COMMITTEE APPOINTED.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Before proceeding with the order of
business I will announce the other two members of the Press Committee;
Brother H. E. Cowdin, of Michigan, and William Davies, of Kentucky. The
Press Committee now consists of E. C. Cable, Chairman, and the two brothers
just named.
CALL FOR COMMUNICATIONS FROM DIVISIONS.
The next thing in the order of business is the reception and reference of
communications from Divisions, the roll to be called by the Adjutant-General.
The Adjutant-General will call the roll of Divisions.
The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions. When the
Division of Missouri was reached:
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, Missouri
has some communications to present to the various committees, and asks the
privilege of presenting them to the committees direct.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The communications from the Division
of Missouri may be presented to the committees direct, on the application of
that Division, unless there is objection. Is there objection? The Chair hears
none, and it is so ordered.
When the Division of Wisconsin was called:
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, the Division of Wisconsin
has one or two small matters that it would like to refer to the proper com
mittees.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The communications will be referred
as requested, if there is no objection. Is there objection? The Chair hears
none, and it is so ordered.
The Adjutant-General concluded the calling of the roll.
CALLS FOR' COMMUNICATIONS FROM CAMPS AND INDIVIDUALS.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The next in order is the reception and
reference of communications from Camps and individuals. Are there any
communications to be presented from Camps or from individual members of
the Order? If so, now is the time for their presentation. There seems to be
none.
The Chair will state that it delayed the calling of the roll this morning
when the Encampment first opened for the reason that there were so few pres
ent. The Adjutant-General will now call the roll, and those brothers present
will answer when their names are called.
The Adjutant-General called the roll and announced a quorum present.
[Roll call No. 2.]
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GEORGE S. WYMER, of Kentucky: Commander, my name was not
called. I would like to be marked present.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Adjutant-General will mark the
brother present.
R. M. J. REED, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I would like to be marked
present.
JOHN Q. DAVIS, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I would like the Adju
tant-General to mark me present.
F. J. M’MURTRIE, of Michigan: Commander, I am presant, and would
like to be so recorded.
H. EISENBEISE, of Pennsylvania: Commander,-------W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The' brother will state his point of order.

BROTHERS NOT PRESENT AT ROLL CALL, BUT COMING IN LATER,
NOT TO BE RECORDED PRESENT.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, I don’t think it is fair to those
who are present at the proper time to answer to their names when the roll
is called to credit those present who come in afterwards. It is the business
of the members of this Commandery to be here promptly and answer to their
names; and to permit those who come in afterwards to be marked present is
not fair to those who are here promptly.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The point of order is well taken, and
no more corrections will be made.
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander, I have just received a mes
sage from the Chief Marshal of the parade requesting the Commander-inChief and his staff and the members of the Commandery to be at the Galt
House and take their place in the parade not later than 9:50. Horses will be
furnished for the Commander-in-Chief and his staff.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is now 9:45.
RECESS MOVED.
EMIL POERSTEL, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move that the Commandery-in-Chief take recess until two o’clock, p. m.
The motion was seconded.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, I move an amendment that we
take recess until immediately after the parade, when we shall return to this
hall and attend to business.
EMIL POERSTEL, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I accept the amend
ment.
RECESS TAKEN.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion,
that we take recess until immediately after the parade. All those in favor of
the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the order. Down hands.
Those opposed the same sign. The motion is carried, and the Commanderyin-Chief stands at recess until after the parade.
RECESS.
11:50 a. m.
The Commandery-in-Chief met pursuant to adjournment.
COMMANDERY CALLED TO ORDER.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Commandery will be in order.
What is the further pleasure of the Encampment?
LEWIS A. DILLEY, of Iowa: Commander, I move we dispense with the
taking up of the password and countersign, and take recess until two o’clock.
The motion was seconded.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, I believe
we can save some valuable time if Brother Dilley will consent to amend his
motion so as to meet at 1:30.
LEWIS A. DILLEY, of Iowa: Commander, I will accept the amendment
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W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, we can save no time by doing
that. There are several committees that are to meet at half-past one o’clock.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, the com
mittees can not possibly complete their work before the next session, even
if we adjourn until two o’clock. If we meet at half-past one these reports
could be read.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The committees can meet and be at
work in the various rooms in this building, on the stage and in the boxes.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, we cannot get dinner now for
a half hour. I believe we ought to go ahead and receive the reports of the
officers so that they can be referred to the committees, and the committees
can go to work and be ready to report after dinner.
QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, I am
fully in accord with Brother Morgan as to the expediency of getting to work
and losing no time, but I think it is certainly an injustice to the officers of
this order to ask them to read their reports to empty seats. I think it is
only justice to them to wait until such time as we are in regular session
before they are called upon to read their reports.
MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander, I think the re
ports should be read when there is a full attendance. It is important that the
members of the Commandery-in-Chief should hear these reports and the rec
ommendations contained in them.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: All those in favor of the motion to take
recess until half-past one o’clock please give their assent by the usual voting
sign of the order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The motion
seems to be lost—and is lost.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I move we take recess until
two o’clock.
JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF MARSH: Commander, I sec
ond the motion.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL BORIN: Commander, I rise to a question of
privilege, and would like to say a few words. I desire to call the attention of
the Encampment to the fact that the next thing in order is the report of the
Commander-in-Chief. That report is a lengthy one, an exhaustive one, and
treats of subjects of interest to every member of this order. Tt takes up ques
tions that ought to be considered by every person who is a delegate to this
Encampment. There is a very small attendance present now, and it is not the
fault of the members of the Encampment, because the Commandery did not
take recess to any definite time, and I think we certainly should not require
the Commander-in-Chief to present his report now, but that we certainly
ought to take recess.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: So far as the Commander-in-Chief is
concerned, he is ready to read his report whenever it is reached in the order
of business.
J. V. B. CLARKSON, of New York: Commander, I would say to the
members of this Encampment that I think, as a matter of courtesy to the
Commander-in-Chief, we should take recess until two o’clock. It is not right
that the report of the Commander-in-Chief should be read at this time, when
there are only a few members present.
RECESS UNTIL 2 O’CLOCK P. M.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The question is on the motion to take
recess until two o'clock. All those in favor of the motion will so signify by
the usual voting sign of the order. Down hands. Those opposed the same
sign. The motion seems to be carried. It is carried, and the Encampment
will take a recess until two o’clock p. m.
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.
Two o’clock p. m.
The Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
COMMANDERY CALLED TO ORDER.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Commandery will come to order.
The Adjutant-General will call the roll.
The Adjutant-General called the roll and announced a quorum present.
[Roll call No. 3.]
Commander, I would like to be credited
C. J. TISDEL, of Illinois:
present.
FRANK MARTIN, of Indiana: Commander, I would like to be recorded
present.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, I rise to a point of order. If
these brothers want to be recorded present they should be here at the proper
time and answer to their names.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If it is a matter of correcting the roll,
accrediting delegates who have not been reported, it may be attended to. If
it is simply recording members present who were not here in time to answer
when their names were called that is not proper. Was Brother Martin’s name
called at all?
THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL: Brother Martin’s name was called and he
did not answer.
BROTHERS NOT PRESENT AT ROLL CALL, BUT COMING IN LATER,
NOT TO BE MARKED PRESENT.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Then the roll should stand as it is. It
has always been customary at previous Encampments to appoint a committee
to visit the Ladies’ Aid Society. What is the pleasure of the Commandery on
that subject at this time?
MOTION TO APPOINT COMMITTEE TO VISIT L. A. S.
ROBERT E. HANNA,of Colorado: Commander, I move you that the Chair
appoint a committee of three, or five, as the Chair may think best, to visit the
Ladies’ Aid Society.
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
Those in favor of it will signify so by the usual voting sign of the order.
Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The motion is carried unani
mously.
COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO VISIT L. A. S.
The Chair will appoint as that committee:
George H. Hurlbut, of Illinois, Chairman.
James L. Rake, of Pennsylvania.
Fraulc Martin, of Indiana.
R. M. Buckley, of Kentucky.
Fred E. Bolton, of Massachusetts.
The next thing in the order of business are the Officers’ reports.
GAVEL PRESENTED.
FREMONT GARRETT, of Indiana: Commander, I ask the indulgence of
the Commandery for a few minutes only.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Garrett asks unanimous con
sent to be heard for a few moments. Is there objection? The Chair hears
none, and the brother will proceed.
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GAVEL MADE FROM THE LIMB OF A TREE THAT GREW ON CHICKAMAUGA BATTLEFIELD PRESENTED TO C. IN C. BY
FREMONT GARRETT, OF INDIANA.
FREMONT GARRETT, of Indiana: Commander, thirty-two years ago
next week one of the most sanguinary battles of the Great Rebellion was
fought on the Battlefield of Chickaraauga. Last year I had the pleasure of
visiting that great battle ground, and while there I had the pleasure of mak
ing the acquaintance of George C. Kelley, who lived on the celebrated Kelley
farm, near the spring where the gallant 72nd Indiana Regiment fought all
day for possession of the water. After that great battle, years afterwards, he
cut from a tree standing on that battlefield near that celebrated spring, a
limb. When I was there I said to him that I had a brother who lost his life
on that sanguinary field. He said to me, “Brother Garrett, I desire to make
you a present of a limb from the tree near that spring,” and he gave me a
piece of that limb with a bullet in it. I have preserved it from that time
until now, and have only cut the ends off to make it shorter, in order that I
might have the pleasure today of presenting it to the Commandery-in-Chief,
to be used as the gavel in this National Encampment. It is fitting that it
should be in the hands of the Sons of Veterans as a gentle reminder of the
times from 1861 to 1865, when our fathers were struggling for the perpetuity
of this Union, and for the glory of our flag.
Commander, I don’t desire to make any speech in presenting this gavel;
I simply desire to present it to the Commandery-in-Chief and place it in your
hands, to be used by you as the presiding officer of this Encampment. [Ap
plause.]
ACCEPTANCE BY THE C. IN C.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Garrett, on behalf of the Commandery-in-Chief I accept this gavel, and I tender to you the thanks of the
order. It will be to us a reminder of the times that tried men’s souls, a me
morial of the time when our fathers sacrificed their lives, many of them, for
our country. Let it be a reminder to each member of the Commandery-inChief of our solemn duty to the order because of the heritage that is ours
through the deeds and sacrifices of our fathers. Again we thank you for this
token. [Applause.]
If the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief will assume command, I will
now read my report.
The Commander-in-Chief read his report, as follows:
REPORT OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
HEADQUARTERS COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF,
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A.,
LACROSSE, Kansas, September 5th, 1896.
TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, SONS OF VETERANS.
U. S. A.:
BROTHERS:—One year ago, in Knoxville, you placed me in command of
this great patriotic order, and now, in Louisville, I meet you to give back into
your charge the high office with which you honored me, with the hope that you
may find no trust betrayed, no confidence violated. The results of the labors
of the year are not entirely satisfactory to me, and I cannot, therefore, hope
to find them so to you; but arduous as have been the duties, and sorely de
pressed as have been the financial conditions, your Commander has earnestly
endeavored to do his whole duty to the order to the best of his ability, with
what success you are to judge.
Headquarters were established September 25th, in rooms 1-2 National
Bank Block, LaCrosse, Kansas, where the office furniture was received a few
days later. My bond, in the sum of ten thousand dollars, was promptly sub
mitted to and approved by the Council-in-Chief. The bond of the AdjutantGeneral was approved by me, and the business of that office has been admir
ably conducted, both by Brother Speelman and Adjutant-General Borin, ac-
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cording to the splendid system found in vogue. All records have been kept
up, and all correspondence from whatever source has received the prompt
and careful attention of the Adjutant-General.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CARR.
The saddest event within the year was the death of Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Elwood T. Carr, of Colonel Owen Jones’ Camp, No. 45, of Radnor,
Pennsylvania, which was noted in General Order No. 4.
Those of you who attended the past three sessions of the Commandery-inChief will remember him as a loyal and conscientious Son of a Veteran, a
faithful brother, a courteous official, and ever true to the highest duties de
volving upon him, both as a member of our order and as a citizen of our be
loved country.
This meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief should prepare special resolu
tions in memory of our deceased brother, which should be spread upon the
records of this Encampment, and a copy furnished to his immediate relatives
and the Camp of which he was a member.

:

CONSTITUTION, RULES AND REGULATIONS.
The C. R. & R. has given very general satisfaction, and has been found
broad enough to cover almost every case arising during the year. I think we
should let well enough alone, and make no amendments in our funda
mental law. In this connection, however, I feel constrained to call your
attention to the legislation enacted at the Knoxville meeting in relation to
“suspensions,” and which will be found on page 217 of the Journal of the
Knoxville Encampment. Almost all the troubles that have arisen regarding
the construction of the legislation of that Encampment, and which have called
for a number of decisions, struck at that legislation. It was not, in my opin
ion, wise legislation, but for reasons which are apparent is pernicious in its
effects, and is calculated to make our membership, to a certain extent, ficti
tious. The legislation in question should be repealed.
RITUAL.
In compliance with the recommendation of Commander-in-Chief Bundy,
adopted at Knoxville, a Committee on Ritual was appointed to consider sug
gestions and changes in the Ritual. This committee will submit its report to
you at this meeting.
THE BLUE BOOK.
The last Encampment authorized the printing of the “Blue Book” revised
by the special committee, and which was not printed last year for want of
funds. Upon consultation with the Quartermaster-General, it was deemed
impossible, owing to the condition of our finances, to comply with the in
structions of the Commandery-in-Chief and preserve the credit of the order.
The estimated cost of printing the book—$600—could not possibly have been
met this year on account of the heavy draft made upon our funds by the pay
ment of the “Rowley” judgment, which, as will be noted elsewhere, cost the
order more than $600. I trust and believe that it will be possible to have the
book printed soon.
COURTS MARTIAL.
Only three courts martial proceedings have been received by this ad
ministration. This, compared with nineteen in 1889, twenty-six in 1890, twen
ty-four in 1891, ten in 1892, sixteen in 1893, twenty-five in 1894, and fifteen
in 1895, shows a remarkable decrease for the year in discipline for violations
of our laws, and this is certainly gratifying if it means that violations have
been reduced to a minimum. That this is true is apparent from the fact
that but very few complaints of disobedience or infractions of law in any
form, reached your Commander. The proceedings in each case were passed
upon by Judge Advocate-General Oglesbee, as will more fully appear in that
excellent official’s report, all of his opinions In these and other matters
being approved.
A form for service and proof of same for use in courts martial was
prepared early in the year, and has been included with each set of courtmartial blanks sent out during the year.
/ /y.vV.y ‘
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DECISIONS.
Twenty-eight decisions, relating largely to the construction of our laws
regarding eligibility, and the matter of suspensions, were rendered during
lhe year and are attached to this report. Many letters deciding matters
nor of a general nature were written, but were not made in the form of
omcial decisions. Attention is especially directed to Decision No. 3, relating
to the removal of Camp No. 53, located at Fort Buford, in the Division of
South Dakota, to the Division of Washington. This Camp was composed
wholly of members belonging to the Regular Army, and the Regiment to
which they belonged was ordered to Fort Assinnaboine, Mont., in the Division
of Washington. The Camp desired to remove and retain its organization, and
so petitioned. No objection was offered upon the part of any one, and the
prayer of the Camp was granted on the recommendation of the Commander
of the Division of South Dakota, and on the authority of decisions of both
Commanders-in-Chief Webb and Weeks, permitting the removal of Camps
from one point in a Division to another, and on the theory that it is always
right to save a Camp to the order. The removal was accomplished and the
Camp is in good standing to-day.
THE ROWLEY JUDGMENT.
This source of unlimited trouble to the Commandery-in-Chief and the
Pennsylvania Division was settled as one of the first acts of this admin
istration, on the basis approved by the Commandery-in-Chief at its last
meeting, to-wit: the payment of $500, and the costs of the Berks County
(Pennsylvania) Court. In addition to these amounts an attorney’s fee of $25
was paid the attorneys employed to defend the original action, for which
fee the Commandery-in-Chief was clearly responsible.
MEMBERSHIP.
A year ago we thought we had seen the lowest stage of the depression in
the financial conditions with which the country had been burdened. This
depression has not only continued, but has grown even more burdensome the
past year than ever before. Notwithstanding that fact and all it signifies to
an order of young men of limited means, we are pleased to report that the
order generally, is in a healthy condition. The reports for the successive
quarters ending June 30th, 1896, show a gain of 456 members, which though
small is yet a gain.
Sixteen Divisions show gains for the year, the greatest of these being
Pennsylvania with 319, Vermont with 294, Maine with 278, South Dakota with
252, Missouri with 245, Michigan with 129, Colorado with 105, Washington
with 103, and Kansas with 102, the others ranging from 86 in Connecticut
to 14 in West Virginia. Thirteen Divisions show losses ranging from 8 in
New Hampshire to 602 in Ohio, five-eighths of the aggregate loss of the year
being in Indiana and Ohio.
Out of the experiences of those who have been successful in building
up our order, in the exchange of the views of each and in the consideration
of the various plans of those who have had experience in active Division
work, much good might result. Those who are comparatively new in of
ficial position might thus gain new ideas and theories that, put into prac
tice, would result in an increased interest and an added membership. With
this in mind I suggested to the local committee to provide for a conference
of Division Commanders and all others interested in the welfare of our
order. A session of the Encampment might, with profit, be devoted to
a discussion of this character, but in any event a conference should be
neid at some time during this Encampment to discuss the important work
tnat lies before us, and the conditions that confront us.
Our order is founded almost wholly on the sentiment of patriotism. Pat
riotism is a fundamental principle in man, active in time of real or apparent
danger, latent in time of tranquillity. When over two million and a half
of loyal men went out under the flag to sacrifice their lives, even, if neces
sary, for their country, patriotism was at a higher tide than now. In the
earlier history of our order, the hearts of our soldier heroes were yet stirred
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witu the visions of war through which they had passed. This feeling was cul
tivated in their sons, our brothers. Patriotism then was active. It was alert.
Then twenty-seven thousand one hundred and eight were mustered into our
order in a single year. Aside from general prosperity which would cohtribute in a large measure to increase our membership, the way to secure
an increased prosperity to our organization, the way to add to our own
devotion to the principles we espouse, is, by every legitimate means we
know, to stir into activity the patriotism that slumbers in every heart. There
is as much need for active patriotism now as there has been at any period
in our history. Let us continue to talk of and carry out the sublime object of
our order, and so far as lies in our power, let us inculcate patriotism among
all the people, for by so doing we become our country’s defense, and lay, too,
the foundations of our own growth and power. By thus doing ours will be
come the greatest patriotic order of our land.

i

MEETINGS.
I have long been impressed with the desirability of the Commanderyin-Chief meeting at the same time and'place as the Grand Army of the
Republic. I know this has not been and may not now be popular with
the Commandery-in-Chief. Now may not be the time, but the time will come
when the Grand Army and the Sons of Veterans will meet together. The
reasons that have been urged against such a plhn are two.
First—That because of the great number of people who usually attend
the Natioual meetings of the Grand Army, the membership of our Encamp
ments would be scarcely noticed—indeed, that we would be a very small
factor in a very large gathering.
Second—That because of the great number of people attending the En
campments, satisfactory hotel accommodations would be impossible to ob
tain except by the payment of excessive rates.
There has been some reason in these objections, but they have lost much
of their force. The National Encampments of the Grand Army will not
be so largely attended in the future. The old guard dwindles. The nation's .
heroes are brushing the dew from the willows on the banks of the swiftly
running river of Death and are crossing over into the eternal Encampment
of God at the rate of many thousands every year. As the years go running
on. more rapidly than ever will they pass from life unto death. No longer
will there be too many of them, or too many of all of us, for any of our larger
cities to accommodate and entertain in a manner highly satisfactory. Should
our hotel bills amount to a little more, which I much doubt, the difference
would be more than made up in the railway fare saved through the lower
rates granted the Grand Army. So far as any additional expense to the Commandery-in-Chief would be concerned, I feel assured that in the increased
growth sustained by our order as a result of the closer feeling and more
fraternal relations that would obtain between the Grand Army and the
Sons of Veterans, the Commandery-in-Chief would be enabled to easily meet
any added expense. We should meet with our fathers and have a part in pay
ing them the tribute of honor and devotion due them from us, as from all
tbe people of the nation. To march shoulder to shoulder with the heroes
of Gettysburg and Appomattox; to visit their Encampment, and to have them
visit ours: to meet with them around the Camp-fire; to receive from an asso
ciation of this character a deeper draught of earnestness and patriotic feel
ing; to exhibit a deeper interest in the welfare of the remnant of the once
grandest army ever marshalled upon the continent; to arouse in the hearts
of the soldier-heroes of our nation a deeper, closer, warmer feeling of com
radeship for us and for our organization—all these would be but the legiti
mate results of following to the letter the express objects of our order as laid
down in our constitution. More nearly would we be carrying out the true ob
jects of our fraternity; much more would we be like sons of fathers
whom we delight to honor. Their cause should be our cause; their pathway
should be our pathway; their days should be our days. We should be glad
to have the opportunity to see them honored by the devotion of a grateful
people. Thus would we gain a prestige more valuable to us than could pos
sibly be obtained by meeting at a different place. By reason of the more
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cordial relations thus established they would evince a more practical inter
est in our organization, bearing richest fruit in the addition to our mem
bership of many more of those young men whose fathers adventured their
lives afar in the troublous times of war, and in the increased prosperity
that would surely come to us as a reward for our devotion to the highest
dictates of duty and the wisest suggestions of policy.

TEN YEAR SERVICE BADGE.
As authorized by the Fourteenth Annual Encampment, I early appointed
a committee to prepare a design for, and provide for the manufacture of the
Ten Year Service Badge provided for by that meeting of the Commanderyin-Uhief. The committee has agreed upon a design, but as it differs from the
specifications of the resolution adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief, the
committee has not made any contract for the manufacture, but will submit
a report of its deliberations, and ask this meeting to approve the design sub
mitted by the committee.
FINANCES.
We are now endeavoring to run the order on the same per capita
tax, sixteen cents per annum, that we had as an income when the mem
bership was at its highest figure. To do this and keep out of debt requires
strict economy in all the departments of the Commandery-in-Chief.
On assuming command we had just $211.95 in cash and a surplus of
$2,658.90, which latter amount was at once reduced in the sum of $606.06.
the amount of the Rowley claim, made a liability by the action of the Knox
ville Encampment, as compared with $1,0S3.04 in cash and a surplus of
$4,298.75 at the beginning of Commander-in-Chief Maccabe’s administration,
and $1,494.66 in cash and a surplus of $4,131.26 at the beginning of Commander-in-Chief Bundy’s administration.
We have studiously avoided any unnecessary expenditures, maintaining
the most rigid economy in the conduct of the affairs of the order the past
year. We are out of debt, and have $1,427.32 in cash, and a surplus of .
$3,601.24 on hand. The estimated expense of this Encampment will be $600,
leaving $827.32 in cash and the surplus of $3,000 to turn over to the suc
ceeding administration. In the report of the Quartermaster-General will be
found a detailed account of the financial transactions of the year.
DIVISIONS.
The Division of Michigan at its annual meeting in 1895 failed to select a
time for the annual meeting this year. The Division Commander without
consulting the Division Council, selected June 23, 24, 25, 26, as the time, and
this action was published in Division Order No. 1, March 18th, 1896, as the
action of the Council. On June 19th, Commander Henderson issued a special
order changing the time to July 14th to 17tli. Upon receipt of this order at
Commandery-in-Chief Headquarters, Commander Henderson was wired and
written that the selection of such dates was in violation of the C., R. & R..
and that the Council only had power to act in the premises. Under date of
June 27th, Commander Henderson wrote that he had changed the time in
compliance with my instructions, and had fixed upon the 9th to 17th of
July as the time for holding the Encampment. He was at once wired that
the selection of that time was also in violation of the law of the order and
that the Encampment must be held within the constitutional limit. No re
sponse was made to this message, and nothing has since been heard from
Brother Henderson.
Under date of July 1st, the Chairman of the Division Council, Brother
W. A. Cowles, wrote that the Division Commander had ignored the Council
in the selection of a date for the Division Encampment, and had then fixed
upon a date beyond the constitutional limit, and that the Council, exer
cising its prerogative, had fixed the time for holding the Encampment for
July 7, 8, 9, at the same place as previously announced in Division Orders. It
seems, however, that nothing came of this action of the Council, for the En
campment was held July 14-17.
Division Commander Henderson’s action was clearly illegal, and no ex
cuse has yet been offered to justify the arbitrary methods resorted to in this
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instance. His action cannot be too severely condemned, especially in at
tempting to cover up the irregularity by notifying the Commander-in-Chief
that the Encampment would be convened July 9th, when it was not intended
to be and was not convened until July 14th.
Any action taken by the Encampment so held, including the election of
officers, the enactment of legislation and the fixing of the per capita tax,
was certainly irregular, if not entirely void. H. E. (Jowdin, who was elected
Division Commander at this Encampment, has filed the usual bond and has
been recognized as the de facto Commander.
The whole matter, together with all correspondence and records relat
ing thereto, is referred to the Commandery-in-Chief for action, with the sug
gestion that the election of officers, and the legislation of the Encampment
not inconsistent with the C., R. and R. be legalized, this, because to do other
wise might cause the Division of Michigan irreparable injury.
Frank G. Cornwell was elected Commander of the Division of West
Virginia at the Division Encampment held in April, but on July 9th, he re
signed, and Senior Vice Commander A. B. Rule was placed in command with
instructions to convene the Division Council to elect a Commander to serve
out the unexpired term. On August 20th, at a meeting of the Council held
for that purpose, Robert F. Adams, of Huntington, was elected to fill the
vacancy. He has been duly installed.
OFFICIAL VISITS.
I was permitted to visit the Division Encampments of Kansas, Missouri,
Ohio and Massachusetts. 1 would gladly have taken the time to have made
other official visits, had the financial condition of the order justified it, for I
think too much importance cannot be attached to these official visits, and
would the condition of the finances warrant it, the Commander-in-Chief
should visit every Division Encampment either in person or by some able
representative. It has also been my pleasant duty and high privilege to rep
resent the order upon many occasions at meetings of our own and kindred
organizations.

RELATIONS WITH THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.
A closer, warmer feeling of comradeship between the members of the
Grand Army of the Republic and of the organization in which we are en- „
rolled can only be productive of beneficial results to our order. It has been
my earnest effort to encourage to the utmost such a feeling. An official ad
dress calling attention at some length to the principles and objects of our
order, and asking the earnest co-operation and assistance of the Grand Army
in building up, and extending the usefulness of our organization, was issued
early in the year, and having received the cordial endorsement of Com
mander-in-Chief Ivan N. Walker, was, through his kindness, read in every
Post in that order. The many practical responses made to this appeal tes
tified to me of a deep interest in our welfare. From every Department came
requests from Post Commanders for blanks and instructions for the or
ganization of Camps. In every instance coming under my notice the past
year, the members of the Grand Army have proven themselves to be our
sincere friends and comrades. General Walker has, on many occasions dur
ing the year, proved himself to be our most loyal friend as did his worthy
predecessors. He lias been the direct means of the formation of a number
of Camps, and at all times has been ready to encourage and aid the growth
of our order. This Encampment should not fail to show its appreciation of
his devotion to our cause,' by providing for some token of love and esteem
to be presented General Walker.
In this connection, I desire to extend the grateful thanks of our order to
the Women’s Relief Corps, and especially to Mrs. Lisabeth A. Turner, Na
tional President, for the aid and encouragement which were so kindly ren
dered us upon many occasions.
>.'
■

LADIES’ AID SOCIETY.
In extending acknowledgements to our kindred societies, I would remem
ber with gratitude the faithful work of our splendid auxiliary, the Ladies’
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Aid Society. Wherever a Camp enjoys the companionship of an Aid, our or
der is the gainer, and I hope the time may come when every Camp will be
blessed with the refining and inspiring influence of a Ladies’ Aid Society.
God bless the girls. Though other hearts grow weary, theirs never do.
Though other hands may falter, theirs will yet hold up the colors and point
us to the future.
MILITARY.
About February 1, 1S96, a bill was introduced in the lower house of
Congress providing in substance as follows:
That upon proper application made, the Secretary of War may provide
for the inspection of any organization of Sons of Veterans in any state or ter
ritory, for the purpose of making the same a part of the military reserve of
the United States. That any organized company to the number of fifty mak
ing the application, and passing the satisfactory inspection shall be recog
nized as a part of the military reserve of the United States. That the Secre
tary of War is authorized to arm and equip any such authorized organization.
That after July 1, 1897, the Secretary of War may, in his estimates for ap
propriations, include such amounts as may be necessary to provide for these
organizations of Sons of Veterans, recognized as part of the military reserve.
The matter was brought to my attention at once. I thought favorably of
the plan, and immediately took up the matter with all the Division Com
manders, requesting them to do every thing in their power to secure the sup
port of the Senators and Representatives of their respective Divisions, for the
bill. Numerous petitions were presented to the Committee on Military Affairs
of the House, praying for a favorable report on the measure. Many personal
letters were written friends of the order in both House and Senate, and
many were the assurances of support received.
That a law of this nature would solve the question of the military feat
ures of our order, will, I think, be conceded. That it would prove of great
benefit to our organization in encouragement to those who are partial to the
military feature, is also true.
I am not informed as to the status of the bill, but it is probable that
the measure will be taken up at the next session of Congress. It should
receive the endorsement of the Commandery-in-Chief, which would greatly
aid its passage.
BONDS OF DIVISION COMMANDERS.
The Fourteenth Annual Encampment provided for a special form of bond
for Division Commanders. A form suitable for Division Commanders and
all other officers required to give bond with the qualification of the sureties
attached was prepared and has been in use the past year. The bonds of all
the Division Commanders, except that of the Commander of the Division of
Oregon, have been received at headquarters, duly approved, and filed with
the Quartermaster-General. In this instance, a satisfactory reason for the
delay has been given. The bond will be submitted to ray successor at an early
date. .
THE STAFF.
No Commander-in-Chief was ever rendered under deeper and more last
ing obligations to the members of his staff. Each officer has been earnest
and conscientious, and has proven himself loyal to the highest requirements
of his position.
Your most careful consideration is invited to the admirable reports sub
mitted by each for your information as to the state of the order.
TRANSPORTATION AND LOCAL COMMITTEES.
The splendid work of the Committee on Transportation, and the untiring
efforts of the several local committees for the entertainment of this Encamp
ment, merit the highest approbation of the Commandery-in-Chief. The citi
zens of Louisville have -well sustained their enviable reputation for hospital
ity, and have earned for themselves the grateful appreciation of all who may
attend this meeting.
CONCLUSION.
In laying aside the badge and the many responsibilities of my office, II desire to express to all my sincere appreciation of the generous treatment ac-
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corded me, and the splendid support that my efforts for the good of the order
nave received from the rank and file of our membership.
Especially am I indebted to Adjutant-General Borin, who has proved himseir a most loyal and conscientious official, a true friend and faithful brother.
His services to the order have been of such a character as to earn for him
a recompense that can never be paid. To him and Quartermaster-General
Loebenstein, and the other members of my most faithful staff, is due largely
whatever of success has been attained and whatever of worth has crowned
the efforts of this administration.
In conclusion, permit me to express the hope that in this Encampment,
in the exchange of thought, and out of the experiences of the past, we
may be enabled to draw lessons that will inspire us to consecrate ourselves
anew to the work that lies before us as true Sons of Veterans and loyal citi
zens of our beloved country. May God bless our order and grant that it may
be the great rock of security to this nation of liberty-loving and law-abiding
people. Yours, very sincerely,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
RECOMMENDATIONS.
in accordance with the views expressed in the body of my report I would
make the following recommendations:
1. That a committee of three be appointed to draft resolutions in mem
ory of Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Elwood T. Carr, and that the said
resolutions be spread upon the records of this Encampment, and a copy fur
nished the immediate relatives of Brother Carr and the Camp of which he was
a member.
2. That no amendments be made at this time to the C., R. and R.
3. Should any amendments be made to the C., R. and R. that they be
promulgated only through the medium of general orders, thus saving the
expense of an extra edition.
4. That the incoming administration te instructed to have a sufficient
number of copies of the revised “Blue Book” printed as soon as, in the
opinion of the Commander-in-Chief and the Quartermaster-General, the con
dition of the finances will justify the expense.
5. That the election of officers and all legislation enacted at the Encamp
ment of the Division of Michigan, held July 14-17, 1S96, not inconsistent with
the C., R. and R., be, by this meeting, legalized to all intents and purposes
the same as if the said Encampment of the Division of Michigan had been
held in conformity to the law of our order.
(i. That a committee of three be appointed to procure a suitable token
to he presented General Ivan N. Walker as a testimonial of our regard for
him and appreciation of his efforts in behalf of our order during the past
year.
7. That a meeting be arranged for some convenient time during this
Encampment for a conference of Division Commanders and others, upon the
state of the order.
3. That this Encampment provide by resolution for the annual meetings
of the Commandery-in-Chief being held hereafter at the same time and place
as the National Encampments of the Grand Army of the Republic.
9. That this Encampment endorse the measure introduced in the pres
ent Congress, providing for the recognition of organizations of Sons of Veter
ans as part of the Military Reserve of the United States.
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DECISIONS.
DECISION NO. 1.

(J. A. Gen. Opinion No. 1.)
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Oct. 17, 1895.
Tlie findings in this court-martial case of Captain William B. Coman, of
General W. F. Draper Camp No. 44, Division of Massachusetts, for the rea
sons given in Opinion No. 1, of Judge Advocate-General Oglesbee, are ap
proved and the punishment is mitigated to degradation from office and sus
pension from the order for a period of two years, dating from December 2d,
1893.
See Decision No. 3, of Commander-in-Chief Bundy, dated November 27th,
1894; also see Section 1044, Page 111, Regulations for the Army of the United
States, which provides as follows:
“The power to pardon or mitigate punishment, prescribed by a court
martial, is vested in the authority which confirms the proceedings.”
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: H. V. Speelman, Adjutant-General.

LA CROSSE, Kansas, Oct. 18, 1895.
DECISION NO. 2.
CAPTAIN GEO. H. BLISS, COMMANDING JOHN M. SIMMS CAMP NO 49,
STAMFORD, CONN.:
Dear Sir and Brother: In your letter of October 9th, received this day
from Past Commander-in-Chief Bundy, you inquire as to whether ihe regular
order of camp business can be legally interrupted by a motion to adjourn.
1 answer, Yes; but by referring to Section No. 19, Page 84, of the C., R.
and R., you will observe that while this is true, the Camp must be closed in
form according to the ritual.
Fraternally yours, in F., C. and L.,
W. Ii. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: H. V. Speelman, Adjutant-General.

DECISION NO. 3.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Oct. 18, 1895.
This question comes from the Commander of the Division of South
Dakota:
Gen. Whistler Camp No. 53, located at Fort Buford, North Dakota, in the
Division of South Dakota, is composed almost entirely of members belong
ing to the Regular Army. The Regiment to which they belong has been or
dered to Fort Assinaboine, Montana, in the jurisdiction of the Division of
Washington. The Camp desires to move, continuing its present organiza
tion. A decision as to whether this may be done is desired.
The constitution is silent upon the point of the removal of a Camp from
its chartered location to any other point; but yet it has repeatedly been held
that a Camp may remove from one point to another in the same Division,
upon presenting a statement of the reasons therefor to the Division Comman
der, it being the duty of the Commander to approve of the Camp’s action,
If satisfied that it is for the good of the Division, and that a new charter
should be issued, showing such change of location. (See Gen. Webb’s Decision
No. 31; also Gen. Weeks’ Decision No. 11.)
The circumstances of this case are, of course, somewhat different from
a removal within a Division, but it would seem very essential for the good of
the order-at-large that the Camp be permitted to so remove. If the permis
sion is denied and the Camp disbanded, the Camp is not only lost to the
order, but from the circumstances probably the entire membership also. In
case of removal, the Division from which it removes loses no more than it
would should the Camp be compelled to disband.
i
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Where the entire membership of the Camp desires to remove the same as
is practically the case in this instance, and such removal can only he con
ducive to the best interests of the order at large, it would seem only just
and equitable that all technicalities be laid aside, and that permission should
be granted for such removal.
I would therefore hold that the Commander of the Division of South Da
kota should approve such action of the Camp, and upon the payment of all
debts (if any) due the Division, issue to said Camp a certificate, under the
seal of the Division, giving authority for such removal, which said certificate,
when presented to the Commander of the Division of Washington, accom
panied by the sum of four dollars, two dollars of which sum shall be im
mediately forwarded to these headquarters, shall entitle said Camp to be en
rolled upon the records of the said Division of Washington as a regularly con
stituted and lawful Camp of said Division, and thereupon a new charter,
showing such change in location, will be issued to said Camp.
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: H. V. Speelman, Adjutant-General.

DECISION NO. 4.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Nov. 4, 1895.
W. W. SPARKS, COMMANDER WASHINGTON DIVISION, S. V., U. S. A.:
Dear Sir and Brother: You submit the following question: “Can a boy
wnose mother married his step-father when the boy was but one year old,
Join our order, the boy’s step-father being an old soldier and a member of
tfie G. A. R.?'J
He is not eligible to membership in our order for the reason that he is
not a descendant of an honorably discharged Union soldier, sailor or marine
of the war of 1S6I-1S65.
Fraternally yours, in F., C. and L.,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: H. V. SPEELMAN, Adjutant-General.

LA CROSSE, Kansas, Nov. 20, 1895.
DECISION NO. 5.
COMMANDER FRED E. BOLTON, BOSTON, MASS.:
My Dear Commander: Replying to your favor of the 15th, relative to
filing of Division Surgeon’s report, he having already filed one with the
Surgeon-General during his term of office, I would say that if the report of
your surgeon was filed with the Surgeon-General prior to the Knoxville En
campment, and was made a part of his report at said Encampment, then it
will be necessary for your surgeon to again gather data for a report to the
Surgeon-General for the current year, which began at the close of the Knox
ville Encampment, and will close with the Louisville Encampment in 1896.
The reports from the several Camps should be filed with the Division Surgeon
on or before December 30tli. It is certainly his duty to then prepare his re
port before his term of offi :e expires, and file the same with the Surgeon-Gen
eral, that he may have a report from your Division to use in the compilation
of his reports to the National Encampment.
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN. Adjutant-General.

DECISION NO. 6.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Nov. 22. 1S95.
COMMANDER H. W. HUFFMAN, EMPORIA, KANSAS:
My Dear Commander: Replying to your favor of November 21, asking
“is the son of a daughter of a veteran eligible to membership in our
order?” I would answer, Yes.
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Section 1, Art. 5, Chap. 1, of the C., R. and R., provides that: “All male
descendants, not less than eighteen years of age, of deceased or honorably
discharged soldiers, sailors or marines, etc.,” shall be eligible to member
ship in our order. (See Decision No. 34, of Commander-in-Chief Weeks, Pro
ceedings of the Eleventh Annual Encampment. Also Decision No. 45, of Commander-in-Chief Bundy, which will appear in the Proceedings of the Four
teenth Annual Encampment. Also Decision No. 1, of Commander-in-Chief
Hall, Proceedings of the Twelfth Annual Encampment.)
From the section above quoted and the Decisions cited, you will readily
see that “The son of a daughter of a veteran [is] eligible to membership in
our order.”
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

DECISION NO. 7.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Nov. 26, 1895.
COMMANDER FRANK A. WHITE, EASTON, MARYLAND:
My Dear Commander: In reply to your inquiry of November 22d, asking
if U. S. Grant Camp No. 3, of Wilmington, Delaware, Maryland Division,
which you state was disbanded March 31, 1895, after being suspended one
year, can be reinstated. No Camp that has been legally disbanded can be re
instated. A Camp at disbandment drops out of existence. This Camp was
properly suspended by the Division Commander, who acted under the pro
visions of Section 4, Art. 1, Chap. 5, of the C., R. and R. It was disbanded by
the Division Commander in strict compliance with the C., R. and R. (See
Section 5, Art. 4, Chap. 5.)
Members of this Camp who were in good standing at the time of its dis
solution are provided for in the C., R. and R. (See Section 4, Art. 4,
Chap. 2.)
1 regret very much the condition as to this Camp, but the law is plain and
must be followed. Upon application a charter could issue under the same
name and number, provided the same name or number has not been ap
Yours faithfully,
propriated by some other Camp.
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

(J. A. Gen. Opinion No. 2.)
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Nov. 27, 1895.
COL CHARLES E. D1EF 3NDERFER, COMMANDER PENNSYLVANIA DI
VISION, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., READING, PENNSYLVANIA:
Dear Commander: I hand you herewith the court-martial proceedings
in the case of Brother A. Wesley Weikel, of the Division Council of your Di
vision, together with Opinion No. 2 of the Judge Advocate-General, in rela
tion thereto.
This brother was charged with the commission of a scandalous crime
against the laws of the land, and with conduct unbecoming a member in his
relation to the order, and was found guilty, and sentenced to be dishon
orably discharged and dismissed from the order.
1 am of the opinion that the charges and specifications are sufficiently
plain and explicit, and that the evidence is sufficient to sustain the findings.
The findings and sentence are therefore hereby approved, and you are
directed to at once have the sentence carried into effect.
W. H. RUSSELL.
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORTN. Adjutant-General.
DECISION NO. 8.
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DECISION NO. 9.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Nov. 29, 1895.
COL. FRED. E. BOLTON, BOSTON, MASS.:
My Dear Commander: You ask a Decision upon two propositions:
First—The effect of the legislation of the Knoxville Encampment re
garding suspension of members for non-payment of dues, upon Section 3,
Art. 4, Chap. 5, of the C., R. and R.
The section above referred to reads as follows: “Any member of a
Camp who is six months in arrears in the payment of his dues shall be pro
hibited from voting; shall not be permitted to enter any Camp room while
the Camp is in session; shall be ineligible to any office in the Sons of Veter
ans, and shall be reported ‘suspended’ in the quarterly reports to the Division
Headquarters until such dues are paid,” etc.
The legislation in question was as follows: “The suspension of a mem
ber for non-payment of dues shall rest entirely upon the vote of the
Camp,” etc.
The foundation for the enforcement of Sec. 3, Art. 4, Chap. 5, existed in
the suspension, which now, by the legislation above mentioned, rests en
tirely upon the vote of the Camp. If a brother is six months in arrears in
the payment of his dues and is suspended by a vote of his Camp, then Sec. 3
is operative in so far as results are concerned. If he is not suspended by
the vote of his Camp, however much in arrears he may be, the provisions of
Sec. 3 are nugatory, and do not apply, for until he is legally suspended he is
in good standing, and entitled to all the rights and privileges of a member
in good standing. It follows as a matter of course that until the member
is lawfully suspended by the vote of his Camp, the per capita tax for said
member must be remitted to Division Headquarters.
Second—The manner of depriving a commissioned officer of past privi
leges, or rank, for failure to submit reports within a reasonable time after
the same are due, and the authority therefor.
Section 1, Art. 4, page 53, of C., R. and R., provides: “Any Division in ar
rears for reports or dues shall be excluded from all representation in the
Commandery-in-Chief until the same are paid.”
Section 2—“Any camp in arrears for reports or dues shall not be allowed
any representation in the Division Encampment to which it is attached until
the same are paid.”
The Knoxville Encampment, by resolution, provided: “That commis
sioned officers failing to submit reports from all their Departments within
a specified time after they are due, be deprived of the privileges accorded
to Fast Captains or Colonels. (Commanders.)
Another resolution adopted was: “That Sections 1 and 2, Art. 4, page 53
of c., R. and R., be interpreted so as to specifically mean that any Camp
or Division in arrears for reports due the Departments, either Division or
National, of the Adjutant-General (Adjutant), Quartermaster-General (Quar
termaster). Surgeon-General (Surgeon), Inspector-General (Inspector), or
Chaplain-in-Chief (Chaplain), shall be denied all representation in their re
spective Division (and also in the National) Encampments in so far as apper
tains to the sitting (Captain or) Division Commander and regularly elected
and appointed delegates or alternates to the convention.”
The resolutions seem somewhat ambiguous, but, considered together,
would seem to indicate an intention, not to deprive any member of his past
rank, but only to deprive him, during his term of office, of his seat in the
Encampment, Division or National, which seat he would have by reason of
the past rank he holds, as a punishment for dereliction of duty.
I would therefore hold (hat for failure to submit such reports within the
specified time, whatever that may be. a commissioned officer may be de
prived. for the time being, of his seat in the Division or National Encamp
ment, and this notwithstanding he may claim such privilege by virtue of a
past rank.
The manner in which this may be enforced lies in the making up of
the Encampment Roll, which is done by the Adjutant, under the direction of
the Division Commander, n- the Adjutant-General, under the direction of the
Yours sincerely.
t'ommander-in-Chief.
• W. H. RUSSELL.
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORTN, Adjutant-General.
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DECISION NO. 10.

LA CROSSE, Kansas, Nov. 29, 1895.

CAPTAIN CHAS. H. VANCIL, GREAT BEND, KANSAS:
My Dear Captain: Your favor asking a decision upon tlie question as to
whether a majority vote is necessary in the election of Camp officers, is be
fore me.
1 would answer in the affirmative. The C., R. and R. is silent upon this
matter, but it will be noted that, in the Division Encampment, a majority
vote is necessary to elect all but the Council and delegates. In the Commandery-in-Chief a majority vote is required to elect all the officers. The
latter is the general rule in all societies of similar nature to ours. Cushing’s
Manual, which, by our laws, shall govern when our regulations are silent,
would require a majority vote in the election of officers.
You also ask, “Is it necessary that a member be present to be elected
to a Camp office?”
I would answer, No. The C., R. and R. specifically requires a member to
be present to be elected to a Division or a Commandery-in-Chief office, but
it does not contain such provision regarding Camp officers, and it is evident
that the intention was not to require a member to be present to be elected
to an office in the Camp. The reason for this is obvious: The Division or
Commandery-in-Chief officer elected is expected to be installed at the meet
ing then in session, hence he should be present. The Camp officer is not in
stalled for one month after his election, and, if not present at the time of his
election, may be easily notified, and his attendance secured at the time of installation.
Yours faithfully,
W. II. RUSSELL,
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.
Commander-in-Chief.

DECISION NO. 11.

(J. A. Gen. Opinion No. 4.)
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Dec. 13, 1895.
COMMANDER F. E. WAY, WAHOO, NEBRASKA:
My Dear Commander: The Proceedings in the Court-Martial of Brothers
Dennis Huff and Frank H. Pulliam, of Camp No. 5, in your Division, are re
spectfully returned herewith, together with Opinion No. 4, of the Judge Advo
cate-General, in which I concur.
The Findings and Sentence are hereby disapproved.
1 would, further, concur in the recommendation of the Judge AdvocateCeneral that a new Court be appointed and a new trial had.
Yours fraternally,
W. H. RUSSELL.
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

DECISION NO. 12.

(J. A. Gen. Opinion No. 3.)
LA CROSSE, Kansas. Dec. 13, 1895.
COMMANDER A. B. SPINK, PROVIDENCE, R. I.:
My Dear Commander: I hand you herewith Opinion No. 3 of the Judge
Advocate-General, in which I fully concur.
I would suggest, however, that as much uniformity as possible should ex
ist at all times in each Division and in each Camp, in the matter of uni
forms. While the regulation uniform of the United States Army may be worn
bv ••members of the order,” as well as the regulation uniform of the order, as
provided at length in the C., R. and R., yet Camp Captains and Division Com
manders should endeavor to secure such a degree of uniformity as will make
the membership the most presentable.
r
W. II. UUbbliibl^.
Commander-In-Chief.
Official: C. BORTN, Adjutant-General.
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DECISION NO 13.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Dec. 19, 1895.
COL. GEO. H. FRYE, COMMANDER COLORADO DIVISION, NEW WIND
SOR, COLORADO:
Dear Commander: You ask:
I.—“Is an ex-member of a disbanded Camp, who was in good standing but
tailed to obtain a transfer card at time Camp disbanded, eligible to become a
charter member of a new Camp?” Yes; by obtaining a transfer card from
the Division Commander, which may be done if the member was in good
standing.
IT.—“If not eligible, in what manner may he obtain relief?” The answer
to the former question answers this also.
HI.—“Must not a transfer card, granted by a Division, bear date of the
disbandment of the Camp to which the brother belonged?” Not necessarily,
it has been the custom to issue same at any time upon proper application and
satisfactory showing as to right to the card at the hands of Division Com
mander.
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

*

DECISION NO. 14.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Dec. 19, 1895.
COMMANDER J. E. PIERSON, HOPEWELL, NEW JERSEY:
My Dear Commander: You ask: “If a Post of the Sons of Veterans is
mustered in as a Camp of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., will its past Post Com
manders and those brothers in good standing who have served as Depart
ment Commanders of the Post System, Sons of Veterans, be allowed a vote
upon their past rank?”
1 would answer this question in the negative. The last legislation regard
ing the terms of the consolidation of the Camp and Post systems was at the
at. Joseph Eucampment, 1S90, which embodied the following:
“That all Posts coming into the order of S. of V., U. S. A., on or before
December 31, 1890, shall be entitled to a Camp packet and Charter free of
charge, and that all Division officers and Post officers who shall come in with
their Posts prior to December 31, 1890, or who have heretofore come in, shall
be accorded corresponding rank and past honors as they are at the time en
titled to; and sitting officers shall rank as past officers.” (Pro. Ninth National
Encampment, page 17S.)
By the terms of this resolution it w'as necessary for the officers to come in
with their Posts prior to December 31, 1S90, to retain the past rank they had
secured in the Post system. I see no reason why the members of a Post may
not be mustered into our order as a Camp, as any other Camp would be or
ganized, at this time, but I see no way to secure to Commanders and Past
Commanders of said Posts their past rank obtained by virtue of their services
in the Post system, or the vote to which such rank would entitle them.
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

DECISION NO. 15.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Dec. 20, 1895.
COL. IT. H. HAMMER, ADJUTANT PENNSYLVANIA DIVISION, READING,
PENNSYLVANIA:
My Dear Colonel: Answering your query of the 16th as to what name
an applicant for membership in our order should give as his father’s name—
his father having enlisted and been discharged under an assumed name—I
would suggest that the applicant sign his own name, give his father’s correct
name, and also his alias, with an explanation, and satisfactory evidence that
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the aplicaut is the son of “A,” who enlisted and was honorably discharged
as '*13.” In the case you mention I understand the applicant has the honor
able discharge granted to “B.” It therefore seems to me it will not be diffi
cult for the applicant to establish the fact that his father and the individual
named in the discharge were one and the same person.
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

DECISION NO. 16.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Dec. 21, 1895.
COMMANDER THOMAS L. JACOBS, COMMANDING DIVISION OF WIS
CONSIN, NEENAH, WISCONSIN:
Dear Commander: Your favor asking what disposition should be made
of flags, furniture and other property of a Camp which has surrendered its
Charter under the provisions of Section 3, Art. I, Chap. V., of the C., R. and R..
is before me.
The section referred to only provides for the return to the Division of the
specific “property of the Division or Order, including all books of record,
Orders, Rituals, and Camp papers,” and therefore can not be held to include
the property of the Camp, such as funds, flags, furniture, etc.
The disposition of the Camp property, therefore, lies solely within the
province of the Camp. (See Decision 19, General Weeks.)
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief,
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

DECISION NO.. 17.

(J. A. Gen. Opinion No. 5.)
LA CROSSE. Kansas, Jan. 3, 1896.
K. LOEBENSTEIN, ESQ., QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL S. V., U. S. A.,
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS:
Dear General: I have submitted the proposition recommended by you,
regarding an increase, by action of the Council-in-Chief, in the per capita tax
due from Divisions to the Commandery-in-Chief, to Judge-Advocate-General
Oglesbee for an opinion as to the power of the Council-in-Chief in the prem
ises, and enclose herewith his opinion No. 5 relating to this matter.
I would hold with Judge-Advocate-General Oglesbee that the Council-inChief is not authorized by the C., R. and R. to change the per capita tax, but
that that power lies only in the Commandery-in-Chief at its stated yearly
meeting. (See Decision No. 13 of General Weeks construing a similar propo
sition in the Constitution for the Government of Divisions.)
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

■

;

LA CROSSE, Kansas, Jan. 25, 1896.
DECISION NO. 18.
COL. WALTER S. WILLEY, COMMANDER DIVISION NEW HAMPSHIRE,
SOMERSWORTI-I, NEW HAMPSHIRE:
My Dear Commander: You ask how many representatives to the Division
Encampment a Camp is entitled?
I would answer that the Division Constitution (Sec. 1, Art. II., fourth
clause) authorizes representation as follows: One RepresentatiVe-at-large
from each Camp, and one additional Representative for every fifty members
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or major fraction thereof, in good standing. Bach Camp is entitled to at
least one Delegate, and if the Camp has over twenty-five members it is entiteld to one additional Delegate. If over seventy-five members it is entitled
to two additional Delegates. If over one hundred and twenty-five members
three additional Delegates, and so on to the limit of the membership of any
Camp.
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.
Commander-in-Chief.
DECISION NO. 19.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Feb. 3, 1896.
COL. C. E. DIEFENDERFER, COMMANDING DIVISION OF PENNSYL
VANIA S. V., U. S. A., READING, PENNSYLVANIA:
My Dear Commander: The following matter comes on appeal from Camp
No. 29 of your Division:
Camp No. 29 held its last meeting for the quarter ending Dec. 31, 1895, on
the evening of December 31, at which meeting the Camp, by vote, suspended
several brothers for non-payment of dues, among others Past Captain H. J.
Cunningham, who, the books showed, was then in arrears seventy-one cents,
a statement of his dues having been sent him on December 3, notifying him
of the amount to be due December 31, inclusive. After the order of business
under which the suspension took place was passed, but before the meeting
closed, Past Captain Cunningham, who was not present at the meeting, sent
in to the Quartermaster-Sergeant the amount of his dues, according to the
statement rendered him, seventy-one cents, which the Quartermaster-Ser
geant refused to receive, for the reason that the accounts of the members for
the quarter and the year had been closed. At the next meeting, January 7,
189(5, Captain Cunningham again tendered the amount of his dues, seventyone cents, asking that it be placed to his credit as of the date December 31,
1895. The money was accepted by the Quartermaster-Sergeant, who refused
to credit the amount) paid as of the date December 31, 1895, and offered Cap
tain Cunningham a receipt for the amount paid, dated January 7, 1896, which
he refused to accept, and then demanded that the amount be refunded to him,
which demand was refused by the Q. M. Sgt. The Camp also refused to re
instate Past Captain Qunningham, and appealed to the Division Commander
to sustain the action of the Camp. The Division Commander, however, refused
to sustain the action of the Camp, holding that Past Captain Cunningham
should have been reinstated by the Camp, he having tendered the amount of
all dues at the last meeting of the Camp for the quarter ending December 31,
1895. From this Decision of the Division Commander the Camp appeals to
the Commander-in-Chief.
The appeal must be overruled and the Division Commander sustained in
his decision, under the statement made by the Camp of the facts. Captain
Cunningham had a right at any time before the last meeting of the quarter
closed to pay up his arrearages to the Camp, and having offered to do this, the
oiler being refused, a tender of the whole amount again being made at the
next meeting with the demand that the amount be credited as of the date of
the previous tender, and the Camp accepting the amount then tendered, Past
Captain Cunningham had then done and performed all that was required of
him to entitle him to be placed in good standing in the Camp, and the Camp
should have then vacated the premature order of suspension.
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Com m a nder-in-Chlef.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, March 7, 1896.
DECISION NO. 20.
COL. TIIOS. L. JACOBS. COMMANDER WISCONSIN DIVISION, NEENAH,
WISCONSIN:
Dear Colonel: Answering your query as to whether the son of a member
of the United States Engineer Corps is eligible to membership in the Sons of
Veterans:
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If the service of his father in such capacity was during the Civil War of
181)1-65, then the son is eligible to membership, providing, of course, that
he is otherwise eligible under the provisions of our law. The “Army and
Navy,” as used in the broad sense of our eligibility clause, comprehends all
branches of the service, such as the Engineer, Medical, Pay, Ordnance and
Signal Corps.
Yours faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Ohief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjut’ant-General.

DECISION NO. 21.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, April 6, 1896.
COL. W. W. SPARKS, COMMANDER DIVISION OF WASHINGTON, VAN
COUVER, WASHINGTON:
Dear Commander: Answering your question, “Must a Camp pay per
capita tax on a member mustered during the past quarter?” I would answer
in the affirmative. The only exception to this is found in the provisions of
Section 2, Art. 5, on page 53, C., R. and R., which provides that “neither
Camps nor Divisions shall be required to pay per capita tax on any
Camp for the quarter in which the Camp was mustered.” This does not ex
empt the Camps, mustered the previous quarter, from paying tax upon the in
dividual members mustered during any succeeding quarter, but the tax must
be paid for the quarter in which the member was mustered, unless he was
mustered during the quarter in which the Camp was mustered.
Your faithfully,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commauder-in-Chief,
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

!
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DECISION NO. 22.
April 24, 1896.
CAPTAIN JOHN T. SUTTER, NEW YORK CITY:
Dear Sir and Brother: Your favor appealing from the ruling of Col. L.
J. Macy, wherein he holds that certain transfer cards issued by the officials
of Camp No. 28 are illegal, has not come to me through the proper channel, as
it should come through the Division Commander, but 1 will take jurisdiction
thereof, and would respectfully answer as follows:
The Camp was not authorized to issue the transfer cards, it being under
suspension, and they are therefore illegal. The First Sergeant should have
sent the Division Commander a list of the Brothers in good standing at the
time, June 30, as soon as the Camp voted to surrender its Charter, and the
Commander should have issued transfer cards to those under the authority
of Section 4, page 11, of the C., It. and R., and this without expense to the
Brother receiving the card. It is not necessary for the Camp now to be re
instated for the Commander to issue the cards. As soon as lie is furnished
the proper list it will be his duty to issue the transfer cards to those entitled
to receive them. There is no doubt as to the Camp being suspended, it hav
ing failed to make the reports and pay the tax required by the C., R. and .R.
Yours very fraternally,
W. IL RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

May 4, 1896.
DECISION NO. 23.
R LOEBENSTEIN, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS:
Dear Sir and Brother: Your valued favor in relation to the Ten-Year
Service Medal, asking for a Decision on the following questions, is at hand.
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(1) Has the Committee authority to select a design for such medal and
to contract for its manufacture prior to its report to the Louisville Encamp
ment and without further action on the part of the Commandery-in-Chief ?
(2) Is it necessary that the ribbon mentioned in the resolution be ad
hered to for use on the medal, or can another ribbon be substituted at the
pleasure of the Committee?
(3) Is it necessary that the “pendant shall be suspended from a bar,” or
may the bar be dispensed with, at the pleasure of the Committee?
To question No. II would answer that the Resolution gives the Committee
full authority in the premises, and that the Committee may select a design
and contract for the manufacture of the badge without further action of the
Commandery-in-Chief.
To questions Nos. 2 and 3 I would answer that, if the Committee decides
to select the design and contract for the manufacture of the badge, then the
Committee must follow the instructions of the Resolution adopted by the En
campment, and not vary the same in any particular.
Yours fraternally,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

DECISION NO. 24. (J. A. Gen. Opinion No. 6.)
May 15, 1896.
COL. H. D. SISSON, COMMANDER MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, PITTS
FIELD, MASSACHUSETTS:
Dear Commander: In the matter of the application of J. H. Manning I
hand you Opinion No. 6 of Judge Advocate-General Oglesbee. I have given this
case a very careful consideration, and feel constrained to concur in the con
clusion reached by General Oglesbee, that Mr. Manning is not eligible to mem
bership in our Order.
Surgeon Manning went to the front with all a patriot’s zeal, and while he
rendered valuable aid aud assistance to suffering Massachusetts soldiers dur
ing the few weeks he was at Alexandria and Washington, yet the evidence
is undisputed that his proffered services were not accepted by the Govern
ment, and that he returned home without having been either mustered into
the service of the United States or having served in any other capacity than
as a civil surgeon.
My sympathy goes out strongly, in his effort to become a member of our
Order, to the son of this loyal Massachusetts surgeon who was willing to give
his invaluable services, yes, even his life, in behalf of his country, but under
the law of our Order, I cau only hold him ineligible to such membership, much
Yours very fraternally,
as I regret to be compelled to do so.
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

June 16, 1S96.
DECISION NO. 25.
COMMANDER J. B. ADAMS, ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY:
Dear Commander: Answering your question as to whether “a member
of a Camp is entitled to admission to his Camp when not wearing the regu
lation badge of the Order,” I would say no. He should be provided with the
regulation badge before he enters the Camp room. This may be done either
before or when he enters the ante-room. The usual plan followed is to have
extra badges in the ante-room, and if any brother comes without his badge
he can then “clothe himself in the proper regalia” before entering the Camp
room.
You also ask, “Is a member of a Camp entitled to transact business in his
Camp when not wearing the regulation badge of the Order?”
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virlJt'wn answf this in the negative. The C., R. and R. expressly pro
vides that the regulation badge of the Order shall be worn in Camp, on parade
or other duty. It has previously been held that to be entitled to vote' the
member must be wearing the regulation badge of the Order. The provision
or tne C. R. and R. is certainly mandatory. The legal construction uni
versally placed upon the word “shall” will admit of no other construction of
tms provision. It is then mandatory that the regulation badge of the Order
be worn when in the Camp room.
Yours sincerely and fraternally,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Coramander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

DEC1SLON NO. 26.
July 2, 1896.
COL. G. W. HARRINGTON, HIAWATHA, KANSAS:
Dear Colonel: Yours of June 29, submitting au appeal from your Decision, at hand.
The questions as submitted to you are as follows:
No. 1. Does it require the vote of a Camp to suspend members six
months in arrears for dues?
No. 2. Has the Camp the power to keep them from being suspended other
wise than by the remission of dues?
Your answer to both questions was in the negative, holding that “a mem
ber stands suspended by virtue of his being in arrears.”
The Knoxville Encampment adopted the following legislation: “The
suspension of a member for non-payment of dues shall rest entirely upon the
vote of the Camp,” etc.
This is in effect an amendment to the C., R. and R., and renders the pro
visions of Section 5, Art. 4, Chap. 5, so far as that section pertains to the
manner of suspension, nugatory and inoperative. If the member is not sus
pended by the vote of his Camp, however much in arrears he may be, he must
be held to be in good standing, for until suspended legally he is certainly en
titled to all the rights and privileges of a member in good standing.
My attention has been called to the action of the Knoxville Encamp
ment deciding not to amend the C., R. and R. at that meeting, and there
fore the unconstitutionality of any amendments adopted at that time. It is
true that the Encampment adopted the Commander-in-Chief’s recommenda
tion that no amendments be made. The Encampment also adopted the
recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief that, if any amendments be
made, they be printed on “inserts” or in General Orders to avoid a new edition
of the C., R. and R. The Encampment did amend the C., R. and R. in other
particulars, for instance, in providing for five Rituals, instead of four, and
this, too, when it was well understood, and was announced by the Com
mander-in-Chief, to be an amendment to the C., R. and R.
The amendment in question was embodied in a recommendation of the
Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, and was favorably reported by the Com
mittee on Officers’ Reports. At the time of the presentation of this report the
Encampment was working under a rule that, if no objection was made, the
recommendation of the Committee should stand adopted. In the case before
us the Commander-in-Chief asked if there was any objection to the report of
the Committee, and none being heard, declared the report of the Committee
concurred in by the Encampment. This was in effect a unanimous vote oi
the Encampment, and sufficient to amend the C., R. and R. The Commanderin-Chief is not convinced of the wisdom of this legislation, but it is notm ms
province to make law, but to interpret it as found. The Decision made by .
on both questions is reversed.
Yours fraternally,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Cominande'r-in-Chief.
C.
BORIN,
AdjutaiU-Gencral.
Official:
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DECISION NO. 27.
July 24, 1896.
H. M. HANSON, COMMANDER .OP THE DIVISION OP IOWA, MT. PLEAS
ANT, IOWA:
Dear Brother Hanson: In the matter of the appeal of Camp No. 120, your
Division, from your Decision requiring the payment of fifteen cents per capita
for the quarter ending June 30, 1896, the per capita tax having been increased
from fifty cents to sixty cents per annum for the “ensuing year,” at the
Division Encampment, April 2S-30, 1896, the Camp claiming that this legisla
tion should not take effect for the quarter during which the Encampment was
held and this resolution passed, I would hold that your Decision is right, and
the same is hereby sustained and the appeal of Camp No. 120 is overruled.
Section 2, of Art. 3, page 52, C., R. and R., says: “Each Division Encamp
ment shall, at its stated yearly meeting, assess a per capita tax on each Camp
within its jurisdiction not exceeding one dollar on each and every member in
good standing, * * * and it shall be payable in four installments of equal
parts, * * * on the first days of January, April, July and October.”
The stated yearly meeting was held in April, and that meeting fixed the
tax for the “ensuing year” at sixty cents, or fifteen cents per quarter. The
next stated yearly meeting, it is fair to be presumed, will not be held for a
year from the time the one in question was held. The tax cannot be changed
until that time, and at that meeting it can be changed to suit the Encamp
ment, within the constitutional limit. It therefore follows that this legisla
tion was intended for the year for which this meeting had the right to legis
late. This was for the quarter ending June 30, September 30, December 31.
1S96, and March 31, 1S97, or the “ensuing year.” But one month of the year
for which this meeting was to legislate had elapsed, when the per capita tax
of the year was fixed. It seems entirely right and proper that the first in
stallment of that yearly tax should be due and payable June 30, 1S96, and such
Yours very sincerely,
is my Decision.
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.

August 14, 1896.
DECISipN NO. 28.
R. LOEBENSTEIN, QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL, S. V., U. S. A., CHI
CAGO, ILLINOIS:
My Dear General: You ask for an official Decision as to the time limit
of the liability of the principal and sureties upon the bond of a Division Com
mander, and how long the bond should be held by you prior to its cancella
tion and delivery to the principal upon said bond.
I would hold that the liability of the principal and sureties continues tor
the period of one year after the retirement from office of the principal and
until the affairs and accounts of the succeeding Commander are passed upon
by the Division Council. Then if the affairs and accounts of the principal in
question still appear to be and are correct, and are so certified by the Division
Council, the liability shall cease, and the bond may bo cancelled by the Quarter-master-General and delivered to the said principal upon said bond.
Yours very fraternally,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-In-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant-General.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the
report of the Commander-in-Cliief will go to the Committee on Officers’ Re
ports under the rule.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Senior Vice Commander, I move
that that part of the Commander-in-Chief’s report referring to the Constitu
tion. Rules and Regulations be referred direct to the Committee on Officers'
Reports.
The motion was seconded.
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THE SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:
Brothers, you have
heard the motion. Are you ready for the question? Those in favor of the
motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the order. Down hands.
Contrary, the same sign. The motion seems to be carried. It is carried, and
it is so ordered.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF (Resuming Command): Next in the order
of business is the report of the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.
The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief read his report as follows:
REPORT OF THE SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
KNOXVILLE, Tennessee, Sept. 5, 1896.
TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND MEMBERS OF THE FIFTEENTH
ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A.:
Dear Sirs and Brothers: I am somewhat in doubt as to the duties of the
Senior Vice Commander as regards the matter of a report. There seems to
be no established custom governing reports from Vice Commanders; yet there
appears in the records of this Encampment an occasional report from the
Senior and Junior Commanders. In consequence of the vacancy existing at
the station of the Senior Vice-Commander 1 feel that it would not be out of
place to recognize the death of General Elwood T. Carr, in an official manner,
assume command and rank as Senior Vice-Commander, and submit to you this
report. The Constitutional duties of the Vice-Commander are few and in
part remote, and which are liable to be realized only in cases of emergency.
By virtue of the office the Vice-Commander is a member of the Council-inChief, whose duties are set forth in the C., R. and R. During the past year,
by appointment of the Commander-in-Chief, it has become my duty to inspect
and report upon the condition of the Headquarters of the Alabama and Ten
nessee Divisions, which duty was performed with fidelity. It has also become
my duty during the year to inspect J. V. Pearce Camp, No. 33, of the Ala
bama and Tennessee Division, which was done, and due report thereof made
to Division Headquarters.
On the 2d day of July, 1896, it was my privilege to assist the Division
Commander of Alabama and Tennessee, Col. E. R. Carter, in the muster of
Col. Lawless Camp, No. S, in the City of Nashville, Tennessee, with twentythree charter members. The official correspondence of this office has not been
excessive, though it has been my pleasure to receive and file a large number
of General Orders from the various Divisions, both of the Sons of the Vet
erans and Ladies’ Aid, which I am pleased to acknowledge in this official
manner. In the discharge of my duties as a member and as an officer in this
Order I have been deeply impressed with the exclusive and distinguished
privilege enjoyed by every son of a Veteran soldier of this great Republic,
that of possessing a prerogative, eligibility for membership, that does not ob
tain in any other fraternal organization. We cannot deny our heritage of
eligibility if we would, and we would not deny, if we could, that we are Sons
of Veterans. Let us ever honor the name of our sires the Veteran Soldier in
the war for the Union of 1861-5.
RECOMMENDATIONS.
To make our precepts more practical I would recommend first, that an
Altar Flag of prescribed size and quality be adopted and furnished with each
set of supplies to every new Camp upon its muster. I would recommend, second,
that this National Encampment petition the Congress of the United States to
consider favorably H. R. No. 5562, now pending before that body, wherein it
is provided that the organization of the Sons of Veterans may become a part
of the Military Reserve of the United States, and to urge that the same become
a law. Such a recognition of the Order of the Sons of Veterans would dignu.
and utilize the Order as nothing else can do.
THE ENCAMPMENT AT KNOXVILLE.
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vitation from the Alabama and Tennessee Division to come South and hold its
Convention, in which Ex-Confederates joined with an assurance of a most
hearty welcome and liberal hospitality. When the invitation was presented we
were met with the inquiry: “If we go South will we be treated courteously?”
to which we replied, “Come and see.” The invitation was accepted, you came,
you saw Knoxville with her hospitality and attractions and the renowned
battle-field of “Fort Saunders,” and added to the history of our Order the
Battle Field Encampment at Knoxville. You touched at Chattanooga and
viewed her battle-fields from Lookout Mountain, where Hooker fought above
the clouds. You passed to the battle-field of Chickamauga, where General
Rosencranz contended with General Bragg for the key to Chattanooga, and in
wonderment beheld the unfolding panorama of Fraternity and Patriotism
with the blending of a comrade’s fellowship, as the once hostile columns met
again, not in deadly combat, but in peace as brothers, pledging their united
purpose and lives to guard unsullied that flag of a reunited country, the grand
old Stars and Stripes. You stood in the way of the gate city, Atlanta, and
there contemplated the scenes of Kennesaw Mountains, with General John A.
Logan’s assaulting columns, from whose topmost heights was wafted that
typical message from General Sherman, “Hold the Fort, for I am coming
with reinforcements.” In front of Atlanta General McPherson received his
mortal wound, whose name is honored by Comrade, Post and Camp. From
out the walls of the Gate City, General Sherman moved on his famous march
to the sea—Atlanta—the magic city, ^ou saw, you wondered and returned
home without the loss of a man. Brothers, with these experiences T leave you
to answer the questions. "If we go South will we be received with hospitality
and treated courteously?” You Sons of Veterans were the first to break over
the traditional lines, the once “Trocha of America,” and pitch your tents on
the battie-fields where our fathers fearlessly met the cruel saber and deadly
bullet, more than thirty years ago. Our fathers, of the Grand Army of the
Republic, quickly followed the example of the boys, and moved South, to
Louisville. Wo camped in 1895 where our fathers camped in 1861-5; we
camped in 1S96 in Louisville, where the G. A. R. camped in 1895.

SONS OF VETERANS IN THE SOUTH.
What is here and now stated may not he applicable to any great extent,
nevertheless, there are localities in the South where there are Sons of Vet
erans of sufficient numbers to maintain good Camps, but owing to the condi
tions surrounding them the impression seems to prevail that to be known as
an affiliated Son of a Veteran is insufficient to render such one unpopular in
the social circle and militate against his chosen business or profession. We
do not say that there is just cause for such conception, but that such condi
tions exist in some communities, there can be no doubt. We believe with a
deeper sense of the character and dignity of the Order and a fuller acquaint
ance with its objects and teachings would remove prejudice and disarm criti
cism. Into this territory has migrated a large number of ex-Union Soldiers
since the war. which, added to the respectable number of native Union soldiers
of the South, furnishes a State Department of the G. A. R. for nearly every
Southern State, respected and of resnectable numbers. Wherever there are
Grand Army men it is but fair to expect plenty of boys, loyal and true to the
Flag of our Country, constituting a fruitful field for the work of this Order.
At one point in the State of Georgia there is a Camp of Sons of Veterans made
up within a colony formed by ex-Union soldiers who migrated from the
North during the last few years. The Camps of the South generally are more
or less isolated and need encouragement.
The Alabama and Tennessee Division is perhaps the largest in territorial
limits of any jurisdiction, and embracing a larger proportion of the Southern
States where the greatest number of battles were fought during the late war
than anv other Division. The boys of the Alabama and Tennessee Division
may not be heard often, but they are making history by their work, exempli
fying their loyalty to the memory of the deceased veteran soldier. On the
15th day of October next they will participate with the G. A. R. in laying the
corner stone of a monument to the memory of the Union sold*''!1*; in the Na
tional Cemetery at Knoxville, Tennessee. The Trustees of the Monument
Fund in the promotion of this enterprise are composed of two Grand Army
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men and one Son of a Veteran. For a number of years these two organizations
have combined their efforts in a Fourth of July celebration to raise a fund for
tlie erection of this monument. Several of the Camps of this Division have
made individual contributions to the Monument Fund, and a respectable
amount of the sum now on hand has been realized through the efforts of Camp
No. 3 at Knoxville. It is but fair to state that these Fourth of July picnics
given under the management of the G. A. R. and S. V.’s have been partici
pated in by ex-Confederate veterans, thereby giving it moral and material
recognition.

THE TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL.
During the year 1897, by arrangement, the State of Tennessee will cele
brate at Nashville—the capital—her one hundredth anniversary as the six
teenth State admitted into the National Union. The purpose of this celebration
is as a Commonwealth to compare herself for a period of one hundred years,
to develop and enlarge the spirit of patriotism, locally and in general, and
to promote social and industrial enterprise and communication. The develop
ment of this exhibition has assumed a proportion such as to give assurance
of an International character, and will affiord an exceptional opportunity for
the Order of the Sons of Veterans to impress itself more favorably upon the
country, and especially the South, in the promotion of a stronger national fra
ternity among our young men. The Alabama and Tennessee Division joins
heartily in the invitation of the City of Nashville and of Tennessee for this
Encampment to hold its 1897 Convention in that city concurrent with the
Tenn^scoe Centennial Celebration.
It may appear a little immodest to urge at this time the special claims of
Nashville, Tennessee, but let it be remembered that within the borders of
Tennessee there were fought more battles than in any other State, save that
of Virginia. The number of battles fought on the soil of Tennessee, great and
small, from April 6, 1862—The Battle of Pittsburg Landing to the close of the
War—was 298. There are buried in the six National Cemeteries in Tennessee
57,085 Union Soldiers, the greatest number contained in any State except Vir
ginia, which has seventeen National Cemeteries, containing 74,153 graves of
Union soldiers. Nashville, Tennessee contains the second largest National
Cemetery in the Union, with 11,825 known and 4,701 unknown graves; total,
16,526. Vicksburg, Mississippi, contains the largest number of Union soldiers
of any National Cemetery, 16.600 graves, and Arlington, Virginia, third, with
16,264 graves. These figures may seem startling to the younger men, but they
forcibly remind us of the sacrifices of our fathers and of our duty to the
Nation they died to save, and whose honor we are bound to sustain untar
nished. From the State of Tennessee went more than 30,000 white men into
the Union Army, whose percentage of losses was greater than that of any
other State. At the same time, Tennessee furnished at least 100,000 troops to
the Confederate Army. With such conditions is it any wonder that Tennessee
was a battle-field during the entire period of the war? At Nashville was
fought under old "Pap” Thomas for the Union, opposed bv fnrwR *,",w (Veral Hood, one of the most severe and decisive battles of the late war. Nearby
is the battle-field of Murfreesboro and Stour- River, and not far distant nr«>
the battle-fields of Pittsburg Landing and Shiloh and Franklin. These asso
ciations of events lying so contiguous with the Centennial offer the rarest at
tract ions for t.he place of meeting in 1S97.
Brothers, T voice not only my own grateful acknowledgments for honors
conferred, but also that of the Alabama and Tennessee Division and of the
City of Knoxville, for the honor conferred upon her by holding within her
borders your Convention in 1895.
With malice toward none and charity for all. we press forward, as we are
given to see the right, in the contest for the national honor and integrity, and
to see that “the government of the people, by the people and for the people,
shall not perish from the face of the earth.” Yours in F. C. and L.,
W. R. COOPER.
Senior Vice-Commander.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The report of the Senior Vice Com
mander-In-Chief will go to the Commit ter* on Officers’ Reports under the rule.
Next in order is the report, of the Junior Vice Coramander-in-Chief.
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REPORT OF JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF MARSH: Commander, the
duties devolving upon the Junior Vice Commander-In-Chief have been so
arduous, and his time has been so entirely taken up seeing that the Brothers
were entertained properly, that he has been unable to prepare a report. He
hopes that he will be excused from making a report. [Laughter and ap
plause.]
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The report will follow the usual course.
[Laughter.] Next in the order of business is the report of the AdjutantGeneral.
The Adjutant-General read his report as follows:
REPORT OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL.
HEADQUARTERS COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF,
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Sept. 5, 189G.
W. H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:
Commander: Fulfilling the requirements imposed upon my office, I sub
mit the following report of service for the year about to close:
On November 16, 1S95, in obedience to your summons, I took charge of
the office of Adjutant-General, with the following important record books and
papers:
One Record of Charter Applications.
One Record of Dispensations.
One Record of Commissions.
One Record of Courts-Martial.
One Record of Division Charters.
One Record of Adjutant-General’s Consolidated Reports.
One Adjutant-General’s Cash Book.
One Book of Numbered Receipts.
One Poster of Commandery-in-Chief, Grand Division and Division Elec
tive and Staff Officers.
One National Encampment Roll Record.
One Record of Camps, two volumes.
One Filing Case of Miscellaneous Papers.
One General Tndex to Documents in Filing Case.
Forty-six Files of General and Division Orders.
On my induction to office it -was my purpose and constant study to learn
what was required of me, and to strive to meet every requirement. I have
since my appointment earnestly and faithfully labored to do what duty de
creed, not alone as a duty, but as a high and solemn privilege.
The record work of the office is of the first importance, as the data
relating to the life and growth of the order are thus given permanent
form, and its history preserved. The record books of most value in this
connection are the “Roster of the Commandery-in-Chief, Grand Division and
Division Officers,” the “Applications for Charter" record and the “Record of
Camps,” the last named in two volumes. Difficult it is to procure the
data required for the proper keeping of these records, and some of them
are sadly incomplete, especially as to records of former years. In this
work T have been creatlv assisted hv the various Division Commanders
and Adjutants, who have almost invariably responded promptly when called
upon, and have shown an earnest interest and a ready willingness to aid
me by all means in their power. T desire to most gratefully thank them
for their ready responses and able assistance.
But one new record book is required for the work of the office, a
“Commission Record.” The present volume is filled.
QUARTERLY REPORTS.
The greatest difficulty which has confronted me has been the securing
of Quarterly Reports from many Divisions on time. This is occasioned by
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n few laggard Camps in such Divisions failing to send reports to Division
Headquarters, thus causing much vexatious delay.
Reports for the four quarters ending Sept. 30, 1895, Dec. 31, 1895, March
31, 1896, and June 30, 1896, are appended in the statistical tables which
constitute a portion of my report. These reports show the membership of
the order, in good standing, to be as follows.
September 30, 1895, 1,327 Camps and 33,753 members.
December 31. 1895, 1,388 Camps and 34.572 members.
March
31, 1896, 1,391 Camps and 34,964 members.
June
30, 1896, 1,325 Camps and 34,252 members.
You will note that the June report shows an appreciable increase over
the report for September, and this during a time of the most depressed
financial and commercial condition of the country since our order was
instituted. The gains have been small it is true, but even small gains
argue well for our continued growth and prosperity.
THE CORRESPONDENCE
Of the office of Adjutant General is necessarily of great importance to the
order, both by reason of its nature and its large volume. Information is
sought and counsel desired on almost every conceivable question in any
way relating to the work or the interests of the order. All this in addition
to the routine work relating to official communications, makes the corre
spondence of this office an arduous task. The chief pleasure of my work
has been, however, connected with the correspondence, for I have thus been
brought in touch with the inner lives of hundreds of Brothers, and have
formed many warm and lasting friendships through the earnest and loyal
sentiment thus revealed to me. Tt has been my earnest care to answer
promptly, and as fully as possible, all inquiries or communications re
quiring replies.
THE TABLES
That are of importance as related to the work of my office I have compiled
to accompany this report, as follows:
Tables 1, 2, 3 and 4, Adjutant General’s Consolidated Reports.
Table 5, Roster of Division Elective (Commissioned) Officers. 1896-97.
Table 6, Roster of Division Adjutants and Quartermasters, 1896-97.
Table 7, Times and Places of holding Division Encampments, 1896.
Table 8, List of Charter Applications approved and Charters issued dur
ing the year.
Table 9, List of Furniture at Commandery Headquarters.
BUSINESS AND FINANCE.
Six General Orders, two circular letters, and fifteen Special Orders have
been issued by this Administration. Ninety-eight Commissions have been
issued to Commandery-in-Chief and Division officers, and thirty-four Dis
pensations to muster Camps, without first submitting the Applications to
the Commander-in-Chief for approval, have been granted to Division Com
manders. Twenty-eight Decisions have been rendered and five Opinions
given. One Official Question has been submitted to the Council-in-Ghief
and their votes placed on file. Applications have been approved and Char
ters issued for two hundred and twenty-seven Camps. The findings are re
corded in three cases of Court-Martial, two being approved and one disap
proved. The receipts of this office for the year have been as follows:
$483.00
Charter Fees ..
6,246.20
Per Capita Tax
IN CONCLUSION.
J must again most heartily and gratefully thank the Brothers in all the
Divisions of our beloved order for their many acts of kindness and evi
dences of good-will that have made my labors a constant delight, way
rich blessings flow in upon you, and may peace and happiness abide wu
you.
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And to you, General Russell, who by your able counsel, your wise
directive power, your ready sympathy and your earnest and devoted friend
ship have contributed so largely to whatever of merit has been in my
labors, I desire to herein express some measure of the grateful love for you
that shall ever abide in my heart. Throughout the long months of our
constant and most intimate companionship never a hasty or unkind word
to me has crossed your lips. Kinder than a brother you have been to me.
May the God we all trust and revere bestow grace, love and joy upon you
and these Brothers, and nay the order we all so dearly love increase ever
in numbers and in power for good.
Cordially and fraternally yours,
C. BORIN,
Adjutant-General.
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Kentucky...
Maine..........
Maryland ...
Massachusetts
Michigan...
Minnesota .
Missouri....

1

30

O

1

35
17

I
1

15
24

1
5
1

22
94
10

3
4
4

G1
05
100

1
1

15

2

SS?i5S?:::
Ohio.............

0

Oregon.................
Pennsylvania......
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Vermont......
Washington .
West \ frginia
Wisconsin.......
Totals......

12

Number iu good standing at last report.
GAIN.
Camps.
By Muster-in........
35
By Transfer..........
1
By Reinstatement
107

Members.
33753
Members.
1831
12G
2573

Total Gain...
Aggregate...
LOSS.

By Disbanded ...
By Death..............
By Honorable Discharge,
By Transfer.......................
By Suspension..................
Total Loss..................
Total number in good standing.
Net gain over last quarter........

Camps.
18
1
03

143

4530

1470

38283

Members.
• 247
53
122
137
3152

C

*
es
H
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o

10

1

17

1

10

28

582

a

S

s

◄

1388
G1

34572
819

P
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3
2

if
a

o

$1455 87
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1
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o
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I
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2
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a

c

g

©

ei

I
a
o
■3

a

©

3

£

Ow

o

oft

c

£

£

8 113 41
140 04
707 11
050 09

$ 25 77
30 12
55 50

2

3

753 09
003 10

24 23
37 05

4

I

1425
300
7814
240
021
1008
310
400
1307
5088
2402

25
12
14
05
08
72
00
$5
55
03
05

10070
357
123
1026
27

02
52
83
03
22

20
40
400
3
0
34

42
5G
48
00
75
22

37

I

4

1

2 00
350 70
100 95

17
7

•>

1472 02 122

0

2

3 55
44 00

214 90

14 21

$304-1 00 $30050 05

$2724 43

32

103

HECAPITU Ij A TIO N.
Camps.
Dropped, previously reported as suspended...............................
Number mustered during quarter on which no per capita
tax is due........
28
Amount received from per capita tax........
C ash on hand at Division Headquarters.
Gush on hand in Camps........
Expended in Charity,
as per Q. M. Sergeants’ reports.

r“,te

3711

.C

$ II 30 $ 20 4G
15 20
18 00
10 48
124 10
20 04
13 03
12 00
73 72
73 (5S
10 05
40 04
05 41
77 50 |
10 64
01 00
55 04
34 32
20 40
820 95
18-1 30
151 07
30 (iS
09 04
42 04
17 00
54 U0
31 28
05 00
25 52
49 S3
27 48
130 50
477 74
118 28
8 75
210 S4
425 00
18 44
100 00
11 08
80 00
38 40
37 S3
25 02
228 45
13 24
30 07
31 24
00 15

or their families relieved
82

r.
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©

ft

V,
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A
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P
DIVISION.

5
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Members.
12
582
* 1455
3044
36G50
2724
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G5
43
193
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CJO
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S

a
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!!
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d.2

Ala. and lean...
California........
Colorado..........
Connecticut......
Gulf.................
Illinois............
Indiana...........
Iowa................
Kansas............
Kentucky........
Maine..............
Maryland........
Massachusetts..
Michigan ........
Minnesota........
Missouri...........
Nebraska.........
New Hampshire
New Jersey......
New York........
Ohio................
Oregon ............
Pennsylvania....
Rhode Island...
South Dakota. .
Vermont...
Washington......
West Virginia...
■Wisconsin.......

Totals.....

£
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tn

©

=

2

H

a
©

S

309

1
1

9
25
11

22S

4

749

1

2SI

11

74
82

54
91
12
16

2S
143
42
39
57
40
19
27

730

125
132
155
15
12
43
29
16
33

3096
2936
147
5341
409
194
920
608
324
6S0

1386

34535

8

©

BOSSES.
BY DIS
BAND’D.
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PENSION.
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2
7
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4

2
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4
4
5
1

4
6
3
2

2

2 i
2

©

2

1

5
2

1

1 I 3
13 ! 223

97
2S9
289
277
55
112
12

9 !
1

3

8

1
1

1
29

1(52

159
139
171
49
47
114
379
157

2

7
1

...

7

4

19

2

G3

2
1
74

3456

127

4

71

68

5
10

36

2

32
7

78
27

3

102
55
69
96
35

2
6
8

8

1
4
10
5
5
4

1

9

4
9 ....
5
1
2

8
2

a

14
10
13

166

11
79
92

376
723
36S

86

98
12
49

56
198
*10
293
214
210

145
•is
47

267

66

5257

31
9S
8
54
17
15
37
5

B

©

27

167*1 138

80

|

88

4
1

16
109

2

64

107

91
56
130
495
256
91
429
20
157
116
61
73
66

3

11

2
5

•in

40
20

31
135
137
13
159
15
20
45
29
20
34

~

t

if

©

3
2

S2

<1
4

E

©

31
18
1
17
SG
431

2

320
12
103
90
41
35
60

4
2

2

a

s

t2
a

u

©

■/.

&

S
o

©

P
>»

2

©

r?

388
345
299
2

372

1

a

55

1

2
7

5
5

1

9

3

1

2
3

1

2

4

<"»

4
2
34
4

27

••

•l

. 1
65 | S

2

2ii

1

1

3192 I 7

241
5770
429
351
103G
669
397
746

5
>.
«
H

G

1825
2143
1949
2172
1442
CIO
4767
973
1202
1526
680
680
§G0
3591

o

Ed
>>

•/a

2

5

|...
I 3
...
I...
...

7
82

2
2
2
2
7
3

44

12

10
9
2

1
17
10

c

©

13
9

4

9

250

5

2
4

SO

1

9
3

9
1

5
7

2

I

4
•I

11
3

10

5

7;

2
1

2

1

12

1

1524 39792 I 21

312

54

15
4
2
3
5

145 114

1

•1
14

106
380
627

3

311
IS
IS
49
62
8
120

112

4193

1
1

37
23
30

94
119
4S4
1S5
95
193
189
62

112
420
723

27

11
64
83

81
89
11
47
25
141
37

44
61
33
20
27

4

392
25
22
58
71
8
135

133

4828

1391

28

2

4
1
1

10

14
8
13

121
109
13
155
15
19
45
28
20
30

2

10
3
2
. 4
3

o

73
2

56

4
13
21

©

»s<

100
15 | 3S1
9
288
5
202
2C0

46
113
349
160
81
174
184

!

2

40

313

285
19S

3
3
3
2
3

©

39
31
16
17
100

5

3
28

g2

a

r".

2

2©

*55

2
©

o

8

•a5

5

i

g

L

s

B

2

2

©

«

348
308
276
S07
200

1444
1855 .
1747
1912
299
134$
491
42S3
788
1107
1328
491
CIS
748
3171
2469
239
5378
404
329
978
598
389
611
34964

6

z

2
2

2

a

a

H

rr.

§
2

s

©

1
1
4
1

70

2
7

39
193
1SG
120

<

g

W

5

2

£
2

2
. S
3

i

B

1 I

c§h

a
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a

A

s

©

2
4
2

93
51

2
1

30
20

.... 73

1717

S141S 24 , $4906 31 $36426 39

2

l

36
27

4
4
5
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1

20
87

4
G
3
2
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-

©
M

2©
©

>

•§s§ :«

216
52
55
46

10
4

24

2

H

I

3S
‘si
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i1:

-©

«

$ 15 03 S 49 G4 $ 203 40
10 45
19 06
245 55
9 12
12 10
125 22
32 00
125 7S
867 27
8 00 ...............................
58 92
3 29
88-1 78
09 92 ...............................
94 82 :...............................
74 52 |
105 94
736 09
1196!.............
55 CO !
20190 1355 88
21 32
161 271 22
W3 68
1700 57
7232 CS
32 52
209 68
222 93
43 8-1
120 at
542 89
53 00
17 50
912 96
21 04
85 9G
213 10
71 OS
553 63
45 02
1229 51
690 89
5875 13
2357 15
19 77
22 33
2i? fa 702 96 10765
05
15 43
SI 00
375 24
14 16
141 65
269 00
SS 60
962 S9
272 55
41 51
38 32
23 84 | 100 10
155 92
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s

a& s*
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•g
«

—
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s

&
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i

1

837
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2
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£n
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Standing.

©

o

2
.a

£©

w

d

74
16
65
69

Total
Loss.

5

300

1659
1767
1226
1804
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1214
570
4*174
759
992
1259
5S9
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AGGH’G’TE.

BY
3IUSTE11IN.

No. 3.

CONSOLIDATED REPORT FOR QUARTER ENDING MARCH

gain.

s

.2

table

GEnERAL-s

m is

z

3

5

©

$”5*66'!
10 60

7 20

5G 72
57 15 ...
29 15 ! 12 I G
451 73 40 I 14
20*10* ... 1
7 30 ...
52 50
1
1
10 50
138 31
145 96
221 80

2
4

2

27

9

1480 88
G 00
3 20

116
I

12

5 50

1

1

$2731 05 207

50

21 15

RECAPITULATION.
Camps.
. 13S6

Number in good standing at last report.
GAIN.

i
;
1

By Muster-in.......
By Transfer.........
By Reinstatement

Camps.

74
04

!

345G
127
1074

Aggregate__

i
By
By
By
By
By

LOSS.

Disbanded ...
Death...................................................
Honorable Discharge........................ !
Transfer..............
Suspension..........................................

Camps.

21

112

34535

Members.

Total Gain....

Camps.

Members.

138

5257

1524

39792

Members.

312
54
145
114
4203

Dropped, previously reported as suspended......................
Number mustered during quarter on which no per capita
tax is due.......................................................................
Amount received from per capita tax................................
Cash on haud at Division Headquarters............................
Cash on haud in Camps......................................................
Expended in Charity, as per Q. M. Sergeants’ reports —
Number of Members or their families relieved...............
Number of veterans or their families relieved..................

Total Loss............................................

133

4828

Total number in goodj standing__
Het gain over last quarter..............

1391
5

34964
392

73

Members.
10

1717
§1418
4906
36426
2731

24
31
89
05
207

50

TABLE No. 4.
adjutant generau'S consolidated befokt

For quarter
ENDINe JUNE
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p

a
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TOTAL
gain.
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E-S
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o2

14
8
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.2
p

3
a
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a
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o

2
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£

34S
SOS

27G
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a

O
1
5
1

2
5
1

141
37
44
61
33
20
27

4283
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1107
1328
491
618
74S

1
3
1
2
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109
13
155
15
19
45

3171
2469
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404
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8
1

7
1

1
1
6
6

£

o

£
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s

£
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£
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H
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£

s

a

3S

2
£

1
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1G4
157
91
29
255
42
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230
69
70
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4-1
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G
2
33
1
2
5
5

1

2

1

2
22
9
19
4
13

145

44

112G

69S

3
9
3

389
611

1

349G4
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3438

Number in good standing at last report
GAIN:
By muster-in.
By transfer...
By reinstatement..
Total gain
Aggregate
LOSS:
By disbanded..........................
By death.....................................
By honorable discharge ..
By transfer.................................
By suspension..........................
By dishonorable discharge
Total loss................................................
Total number in good standing

8
2
8
1
1

o

/
a
a

8

o

£
0

9
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n

2
2
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3
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2

3
36
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9
3
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292
70
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56
6
8
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4
43

7
1
2
7
1
3

337
125
78
103
152
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LOS

2

2
3
2
2
5

62
92
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1

9
7

8
G

•1
9
4

4-tf
365
10
528
29
101
277
119

2
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8
11
1
•1
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13
15
29
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73
99
89
95
11
5G
2S

54
87
71
102

4
6

4

4
2

-

2

3
5
1

1

£

2
£

r'.

75
51
91

420
271
16
405
2G
78
263
93
7
65

1
4

a

E

44
•15
63
•10
21
30
129
120
14
159
15
23
51
32
20
32

31

£o

es

a

©

40-2
I 335
1 ?17
9"9
20 J
1755
2222
1909
•-v.'S
381
1610
567
913
1185
1431
643
CIO
850
2059
2S34
253
5905
•133
•130
1255
717
•109
GDI

a

118

4,709

1,509
Cutups. Members.
250
15
29
98
137
4,910
105

o9,073

180
1,329

0,418
34,255

C

£
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s i

5

7

2

4

2
3

1

7

2

5
3
3

2
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23
17

3
1

1
3
1

32

7

20

1

1

4

25
1

3

53

4
3

93
298
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5

3

2

G

3

G

18

2

1
2
3

2
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p

I
n

a

£

5
2o

63 «...
120 ..
55
27

2
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.2

I II

5
33

4
2
7

3

S

4
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2

3
3

10
35
24
1

2

25S
795
511
1 GO
49
101

3
1
1
2

I

=
-

£
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1
1
4

£

:/'

M

2

4709 j 15'J9 139073 | is
| 250

Camps. Members
.1,301
84*961
Camps. Members.
, 74
3,438
140
1,120
... 44

£

.3

p

>. a s

M2 *1020

1 I

118

£

© ’

a

5

c

£
5

Z.

2

I
2
2
3

2
3
2

ju

117
390

23
183

22

44

221
1(S
131
22

39
5S
33
20
29
108
9$
5
155
15
22
51
31
20
29
1329 j

3

31
600
565
MW
375
6
31
37
28
21
101

180

5418

3

1

3

98 137

165

4910

o
6

5
7

21
22
9
•I

1

SCJ

2SS
80!
576
173
118
111

10
35
26
4
2
3

18
22
9
2

2

-=

a

14
11
12
29
11
G3
55
03
91
9
53

G
5
7
1
1

1

<2

1
1

2.

r".

71
124
55
33

218
105
131
14
28

3
3
1

£
2

■-

G
5
7
1
1

521
554
163
342
5
26
29
28
24
9.4

en

327
271
292

£

u

rr.

871
1 I
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5

a

3

1
2
1

2

25
38
18
50

5
1
8
1

121
24
147
16

«

s

1

t

<
?

J
1 7
192
!
17
1
: .0
J
80
1
23
I
13 3 : 51
;......
l
22
G I 2
38
........1..............
........ , 1
27
4 I1 (
2$
24
6 241
18
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5531
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39!)
1218
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1
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9
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9454 GO
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3819), 28S 63
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98 98
501 31
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74S 88
23 01 I
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■24 94
07 15 ( 41.5 -JO
33 0 1
29 N 5
1296 18
1IC 24
839 10
5133 24
80 44 ....
a r.r» I
0 08
42 12
221 12 j
090 71 1024'* 91
it 12 :
85 :53 !
251 14
14 10 !
*-•7 79
148 52
•10 52 '
101 64
SS3 25
27 84 |
153 00 ! ..

| 2
15 00
l
25 57 1....
47 50
2

9
40
Si
IS
42
23
277
14
10
25

1
I
|

2
1

37 ]....
50 : 0
SO
3
55 ....
66
50
77
67
00
00

....
’
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....
....

....
•11 95 j

I

23 90

8

or r.o i s
20 25
0
................
913 .41 05
;.................!....
29 74 ...
80 00 ,....

1
1
2

2 88 I....

1

23 44 f

I

K

3

!

ll
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SI
J_J.
2
's'n
II

JX

§ 2

*3

I
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■

M09
450
4230
891
904
1203
512
618
825
3059
2269

34255

«

£
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iT
0

200
1467
1421
1333
1925
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g

s
a

5

o a
z.

P

a

2

S
O'

3
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£

5

o

o

2
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£o
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8
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1444
3855
1747
1912
299
1348
491

Totals..........
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if- =£3
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o
be
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11
61
S3
SI
S9
11
47
25
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No. IN
„ Oood
Standing.

BY SUS
PENDED.

'p

■a
o
o
P

Alabama and Tennessee..
California.............
Colorado...............
Connecticut..........
Gulf.......................
Illinois..................
Indiana.................
Iowa.......................
Kansas..................
Kentucky.............
Maryland".:....
Massachusetts......
Michigan..............
Minnesota..
Missouri.................
Nehraska...............
New Hampshire ..
New Jersey..........
New York..
Ohio..........
Oregon__
Pennsylvania.......
Rhode Island........
South Dakota........
Vermont................
Washington.........
West Virginia......
Wisconsin.............

LOSSES.

&D

be

DIVISION.

30, 189G.

V-

31.4 . 70

;

IS! 1

56 7;,

”*6 00'L”

201 45

$1393 95 | $1.01 20 $361.53 US

RECAPITULATION.
Propped, previously reported ns suspended........................
jSumber mustered during' cpiurter on which no per cap
ita tax is due...................... ........................................................
Amount received for per capita tax...................... !05
Cash on hand at Division Headquarters........
•1,301.20
Cash on hand in Camps —
•30,403.98
Expended in Charity, as per Q. M. bergoauts’
1,854.84
NiinVlierof'’members or their families relieved
121
JNU,,luel 01 ,,K'
or their families relieved
10
Number of veterans

■
■

SIS54 SI 1121

Camps.
70

Members.
315
1,811

i

REPORT OF ADJUTANT-GENERAL.
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TABLE No. 5.
Roster of Division Elective Officers, 1896-’97.
Commander

Division.

Alabama and Tennessee.. E. R. Carter.................
Knoxville, Tenn.
California . ...................... Chas. C. Houck..........
Santa Cruz.
Colorado............................. A. C. Patton.................
Greeley.
Connecticut........................ George L. Cox............
Hartford.
Geo. II. linker............
Gulf
New Orleans.
Illinois
Wiu.G. Dustin..........
Dwight.
R. B. Oglesbee............
Indiana
Indianapolis.
Iowa.
Kansas...........
Kentucky —
Maine............
Maryland.......
Massachusetts
Michigan....... .
Minnesota........
Missouri............
Nebraska.........
New Hampshire
New Jersey—
New York.........
Ohio...................
Oregon...........

G. W. Harrington...
Hiawatha.
B. F. McClelland...
I.ouisvllle,
L. L. Cooper............
Augusta.
F. O. Peterson.......
Baltimore.
Harry D. Sisson....
Pittslleld.
II. E. Cowdiu..........
Rockford.
Goo. P. Kelley.......
Tracy.
Manly V ron.........
Bethany.
Geo. F. Wolz..........
Fremont.
W, s. Willey..........
Somersworth.
.las. B. Adams.......
Atlantic City.
A. G. Courtney.......
Syracuse.

.........

I). W. Dwiro...............
Salem.

Pennsylvania

. J.

Rhode Island.

. II. S. Thompson..........
Providence.
.i Z. C. Green..................
White.
.; Arthur l. llowo..........
Brattlcboro.
'''•NewWtotcin.:'"

South Dakota
Vermont.......
Washington..
West Virginia
Wisconsin....

W. J. PattonGreen Bay.

......

Senior Vice Com.

Junior Vice Com.

L. W. Friedman..........
Birmingham, Ala.
Harry E. Pratt...........
Lamanda.
IT. C. Luther...............
Denver.
W. W. Wheeler..........
Derby.
C. W. Dale..................
New Orleans
Chas. H. Nichols........
Chicago.
Walter L. Keys........
Frankfort.
J. E. Wright.................
Contervillo
Wm. J. Leech..............
Fort Scott.
John s. Steely.............
Williamsburg.
Arthur M. Soule.........
Portland.
Kdw. B. Russ...............
Washington, I). C.
H. F. Williamson.......
Canton.

T. A. Rambo.
French, Tenu.
E. M. Billings,
Benecia.
F. H. Dunnington,
Colorado Springs.
James A. Cook,
N. Cirosvenordale.
Edward Gross.
Now Orleans.
Wm. Perry,
Elizabeth.
Chas. J. Russell,
Indianapolis.
S. A. Wolcott,
Belmond.
Jos. II. Young.
Oberlln.
J. C. Lovltt,
Somerset.
E. li. Allen,
Freeport.
Chas. A. Six,
Frederick.
Orange II. Cook,
Melrose.
Thos. F. Stockton,
Flint.
Henry Stodleck, Jr.,
Minneapolis.
A. V. Cashion,
Perryvine,
A. W. Whiting,
Albion.
Roy E. George,
Concord.
J. R. Dungan.
Somerville.
C. L. Demorest,
Waverly.
W. D. Kittinger,
Akron.
G. G. Miles, .
Woods.
A. Mouethrop,
DuBols.
Wm. It. Congdon,
Providence.
S. K. Tubbs,
Henry.
W. H. Griffith,
Danby.
T. A. Fix,
Orting.
C. F. Randall.
Shunnston.
G. A. Gelsler.
Sheboygan.

W> iV
!foI1?y..........
Holland.
A. O. Allen..................
Wells.
M. W. Bauer...............
Union.
W. II. Davis.................
Wilbur.
E. R. Mitchell.............
Meredith.

TX....
E. W. Estes.................

New Vorkr
F. W. llendrlx............
Springfield.
0. L. Clark..................
Corvallis.
Ajoltn R. Frazier..........
Shamokin.
Geo, II. Wightmau....
Apponang.
T. R. Cooper...............
Huron.
Smith J. Davis............
Johnson.
II. IT. Hubbard............
Cheney.
A. 11. Rule....................
Clarksburg.
R. M. Smith.................
Marinette.

\ ■r
02

FI FTEENTH .INNUAl. ENCAMPMENT.

i -

V 1

If.

TABLE No. 6.
Roster of Division Adjutants and Quartermasters, 1896-1897.
Division.

i

!

[

I

;

i
i

, !

\V."

::

m
;

»-

•:4
V.
■

Au.u:ta NT.

Q U ARTE ItMAST ER.

Alabama and Tennessee.........
E. E. Carter....................... . ,0. M. Tate,
Knoxville, Tenn.
Knoxville, Tenn.
. ,G. E. Abbott,
California................................
George J. Reading...... .
Santa Cruz.
Santa Cruz.
W. II. Thompson,
Colorado.......... ..................
Robert E. Hanna.............
Greeley.
New Windsor.
A. T. Bogue,
Connecticut.
A. O. Warner..............
Hartford.
Hartford.
. Eugene Vaudergrill,
Gulf.
•loslah Gross...................
New Orleans.
New Orleans.
. S. H. Boyer,
Illinois
Joseph Iv. BuiTham .......
Dwight.
Dwight.
Indiana........
S. S. Mullen....................
Indianapolis.
,i
Iowa.
!Edgar R. Sater............. ........... 11. W. Crane.
Mount Pleasam.
Mount Pleasant.
Kansas.......
..........I F. Haulier .. ...................O. H. Graves,
Hiawatha.
Emporia.
Kentucky...............
........ Merman Volkerding................. Will G. Davies,
Louisville.
Louisville.
Maine.....................
....... George H. Bangs.................... Thomas A. Cooper,
Augusta.
Augusta.
Maryland...............
....... .Miles W. Ross.......................... Irby W. Reid.
Baltimore.
Washington, D. C.
Massachusetts.......
......... I). M. Peck.................................B. F. Woodward,
Pittsfield.
Pittsllcld.
Michigan............
.........G. T. Chapel.............................. C. J. Post,
Rockford.
Grand Rapids.
Minnesota..........
..........Geo. II. Slieire..........................Geo. II. Slieire,
Evansville.
Kvansvlllo.
Missouri.......................
.........Ed. Skinner..............................Ludwig Ilesse,
Bethany.
Si Louis.
Nebraska..................... ...........I. A. Collins............................ W. II. Haven,
Fremont.
Fremont.
New Hampshire..........
......... It. II. Locke............................ John W. Dufney,
Soniersworth.
Somersworth.
New Jersey................
......... George IJ. Hally........................ Ernest W. McCann,
Atlantic City.
Atlantic City.
New York....................
......... J. Frank Durston..................... George B. Gathers,
Syracuse.
Syracuse.
Ohio..........................
.........E. V. Barrere .......................... 11. V. Speelman.
Hillsboro.
Columbus.
Oregon................. .
.........II. E. Hodges............................. G. V. Haynes.
Sllverton,
Silvcrton.
Pennsylvania...........
....... William D. Orr............... ....... William B. McNulty.
Philadelphia.
Philadelphia.
Rhode Island............
....... Theodore A. Barton..................Joseph Frankland.
i
Providence.
Providence.
South Dakota..........
.........H. A. Parsons.......................... E. E. Tompkins,
I
White.
White.
Vermont..................
.... Victor W. Boydcn.................... Alsou L. Harris,
Bratlleboro.
Brattlcboro.
Washington.............
........ j Arthur W. Clothier.................. Phil. Gallahcr,
New Whatcom.
New Whatcom
West Virginia..........
Wisconsin................
........ W. B. Krouse............
....... Thomas L. Jacobs,
Green Bay._
•
Neenah.

I
:

s
.
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TABLE No. 7.
Time ami .Places of Holding Division Encampments. 1800.
Division.
Alabama and Tennessee.
California..........................
Colorado............................
Connecticut.......................
Gulf....................................
Illinois...............................
Indiana..............................
Iowa...................................
Kansas...............................
Kentucky ........................
Maine.................................
Maryland..........................
Massachusetts.................
Michigan............................
Minnesota........................
Missouri..........................
Nebraska...................... .
New Hampshire.......
New .lersov......................
New York.'........................
Ohio.....................................
Oregon...............................
Pennsylvania ..................
Rhode Island....................
South Dakota............... .
Vermont.............................
Washington .....................
West Virginia...................
Wisconsin....................

Place.
1

;
'
j
!
!

|

Knoxville, Tenu . .
Santa Cruz...............
Denver.............
Bridgeport.............
New Orleans, La...
Chicago................
Frankfort...............
Cedar ltaplds........
Beloit......................
Somerset.................
Freeport...... ..........
Baltimore...............
Boston.....................
Holland...................
Wells......................
Cameron.................
Albion.....................
Concord...................
Trenton...................
Plattsburgh............
Hillsboro.................
Independence........
Gettysburg............
Providence.............
Watertown.............
Manchester Center
Tacoma...................
Clarksburg..............
Marinette............

Time.
May 12 and 13.
April 22,23 and 24.
April 23 to 25.
February 12.
July 4.
May 20 and 21.
July 1 to 3.
April 23 to 30.
April 21 to 23.
May 19 and 20.
June 10 and 11.
February 11 and 12.
Fobruary2i and 22.
July 14 to 17.
June 16 and 17. .
February 17and is.
February is to 20.
April 15 and 16.
February 20.
June 23 to 25.
February IS and 19.
June 12.
June 3 and 4.
February 12.
June 3 to 5.
July 1 and 2.
Juue 16 and 17.
April 30.
June 9 to 11.

64
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TABLE No. 8.
List of Charters Issued upon Applications Approved by this Administration.
rs

o

£

=

Division.

IS
=

Alabama and Tenn.
41

44

••

li
«l

••

California.
44

Colorado
44
44
44
44

Connecticut
44
44

Gulf...
Illinois
•4

44
44

•«

Indiana.
44

44

Iowa

•4

Location.

A«g. 22, 95. • 33
Oct. 25, or... 37
55
24
10

33

34
35
0
S

4
8

40
2
0
3
7

-

11
2s
2:

4
12
'•■1
Oil
0->
To
72
Tii

. 314
5S
| 3S0

17
..........! 350
1 352

. 3
. 31
.220
33
. 117
30

Date
,§ £
of
£8
Approval, s g

Fitzgerald, Ga.......... •Ian. 16,96..
Westvale, Tenn....... June 24,90..
Sequacheo. Tenn..... June 29,90..
Nashville, Tenn....... Aug. 5,90..
Sardis, Tenn............ Aug. 31,96..
Honolulu, II. 1........ Feb. 11,90..
Modesto................... June 1,90..
Visalia..................... June 10,90..
Alamosa........... .
Oct. 21,95..
Delta........................ Dec. 27,95..
Grand Junction........: Mar. 5.96..
Loveland..................
Cortez....................... June 13! 90::
Bridgeport...............
Greenwich............... Mar: :|;;
Norwich..............
Mar. 25,9G..
Seymour................... Apr. 11,90..
Baton Rouge, La....... Mar. 31,90..
Thompson vine......... NOV. 0,95..
Carmi......................
Ilorrick...................
Wayerly .................
Dekalb.....................
Dixon...................... Apr. 1,90..
Cairo..................... Juno 3,90..
Atwood..................... June 3,90..
Fredonla.................. Sept. 7,95..
South Bend............. Nov. 29,95..
Boonviho.................. Jan. 18,90..
Wabash................... Jan. 29, 90-.
Bloomfield................ Jan. 29,90..
Evansville................ Mar. 23, 90..
Decatur................... Mar. 23, 90..
Muncie..................... Apr. 1,90..
Williamsport........... Apr. 4,90..
North Vernon.. .
Apr. 4,90..
Indianapolis.......
Juno 5,90..
I’ralrieton..........
July 17,90..
Cedar Rapids
Oct. 21,95..
Ml. Pleasant.......
Oct. 21,95..
Bellevue............
Oct. 21,95..
Belfast...............
Jan. 23,90..
Nora .Springs......
Mar. 21,90..
A Her ton.............
Apr. 4,90..
Troy Mills..........
Apr. 4,90..
Vinton...............
Apr. 29,90..
Unlonville.........
May 11,90..
Rolfe.................
May 11,90..
Storm Lake.......
May 11,90..
Fort Dodge.........
June 1,90..
Coon Rapids......
Juno 19,90..
\\ apello.............
Juno 19, 90..

BfciiS::
i&ikS::

I? ISS3S&'::::::::

90 ! Grant.................
12G Mediapolls.........
171 ' Bever, Okla...........
La inborn............
Colwich.............
Nowata, I. T......
Quenemo...........
Saifordviue........
Westplia a........

Kfe:::::::
Louisville..........
Louisville..........
Georgetown......

Aug. 0,90..
Aug. 0,96..
Aug. 14,96..
Aug. 31,90..
Oct. 31,95..
Nov. 1,95..
Jan. 23,90..
Mar. 12,90..
Mar. 12,90..
Mar. 12,90..
Apr. 1.90..
May 29,90
June 17,90..
June 27, 90..
July 3,90..
Oct. 14,95..

Date
of
Muster.
July 17, 95..
Aug. 19, 95..
Jan. 24, 90..
June 13,90..

11
S3

Date
of
Charter.
53
35

sept. 0,95

37
08
24

Oct. 28,95
Mar. 20, 90
June 24, 96

22

July” 2,’96. '. 22

Aug. 5, 90

15
15

Mar. n,90.
June 20,90..
Juno c,9o..
Dee. 2,95..
Jan- IS. %..
Mar. 28,90..
Apr- 11,90..
July 3,90..
Dec. 2,95..
Mar. 24,90..
Apr. 10,90..

15
15

Apr." Too

23

21
29
29
29
22

4(1
21
22
2"

15
IS
22

Fob! iB'.u'g. .

21
20
32
1,2

23
22

16
40
3S
29

29
2G

40
25
25
12
22

15
52
22

17
15
10
30
27

Apr. 21, 90..
June 3,90..
Apr. 12,90..
May IS, 90..
Sept.2S, 95..

m.
Feb!
Apr.
Apr.
Feb.
Apr.
Apr.

90
2?! 90..
3,90..
9,90..
22, 90..
4,90..
11,90..

July 10,90..
Sept. 1,95..
July 22, 95..
16, 95..
Feb! 5,90..
Nov. 0,95..
Mar. 12, oo..
Mar. 28,90..

29
21
17
23

25
15
28
20
17
15
15
28
10
15
22
23
47
21
IS
if.
45
17
23

Apr. 20, 90..
Apr. 15,90..
Apr. 20,90..
| Alay 15,90..
! June 23, 90..
July 31,96..
July 31,90..
I Apr. 18,90..
i July 16, 90..
j NOV. 30. 95..
Dec. 1,95..
Feb. 4,90..
Mar. 28,90..
Mar. 17,90..
Feb. 22,90..
Apr. 13,90..
Juno 3,90..
i July 11,90..
I..........................
Aug. 1,90.
Oct. 3,95..

July 8,90
June 16,90
Jan. 17.90
23 Leb. 3.90
2G Apr. 4,90
IS Apr. 10, 90
1G Aug. 5.90
.31 Dec. 30, 95
24 Mar. 30, 90
22 Apr. 20, 90
20 May 4.90
15 Mar. 31, 90
20
Jan. 28,90
19
19 Mar. 2L 90
17 Apr. 20, 90
21 May 4,90
53 July G, 90
2.3 June 3,90
22 Juno 3,90
15 Oct. 22,95
30 •Tan. 18.90
25 June 1,90
16 June 1.90
29
15

IS

43
25
24
42

May 4,90
Apr. 4,90
Juno 22, 90
Apr. 24, 90

17
35
15
15

Aug! 28, 90
<)Ct. 22,95
OCC. 22,95
Oct. 22,95
Feb. 10, 90
Mar. 21,90
Apr. 4,00
Apr. 4,90
Apr. 29. 90
Juno in, 90
May 11,90
May 11,90
Juno l,96

1G

10
30
27

29
15
17
23

25
15
24
20

17
15
15
19
10
15
27
31

47
15
10
17
15
17

19

i

'
Aug. 6,-96
Aug. 0,90
Aug. 14, 90
AUg.31.9G
Dec. 9,95
Jan. 4,90
Fob. 11,90
Apr. 1.96
Mar. 30, 91.
.Alar. 12, 90
May ii,90
June 19, 90
July 24.90
Aug! 14. 90
Feb. 20.90
Aug. 31, 90
Aug. 28, 90

\
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TABLE No. 8—Continued*
List of Charters Issued upon Applications Approved by tins Administration.
*o

It

Division.

Is

Kentucky..
.Maine ..

8
.461?

Massachusett

Michigan

««
Minnesota.
«4

4%

Missouri.....

.
.
•
.
.
.
•
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Nebraska

Date
of

Approval.

:•«"

o <u

II
5

a

h:

Date
of

Muster.

<

II

15
24
22
19
17
15
15
21
22
24
32
26
17
23
21
40
22
16
IS
15
15
25
21
16
15
21
24
20
is
22

26
21
26
15
22
22
15
27
35
22
is
19
15
23
16
20
15
17

212-

• 168 Ponca............................ Mar. 5,96.. 28
.
109 North Platte............... Juno 29.96.. 40
Now liampshi
4 Troy.............................. Jan. 25,96.. 15
•
9 Tilton ..........................; Apr. 24,96.. 27
Now Jersey..
9 Bloomfield................... Nov. 29,95.. 26
.!
4 Trenton....................... Fob. 4,96.. 16
• ] 14 Ilammonton................ 'Feb, 4,96. 26
. 45 Mount Molly............... j May 22, 96.. j 22
15 Port Morris................ May 22,96.. 16
Bayonne......................i June 12,96.. 32
New York..:::::::::i ,4>
Apalachiu.................. Sept. 3,95.. 25
.... 82 i Boouvllle__
. Oct. 21,95.. 24
— 83 | Mooers.........
. Oct. 21. 95..I 26
.... 79 ; White Plains
. Nov. 12, 95.. 26
• ••! 9 j Gloversville.
• Dec. 14.95.J 37
— 90 1 Herkimer...
. Jan. 31,96.. 16
— 101 i Brooklyn....
. Jau. 31. 96.. [ 23

Date
of

Charter.

Aug. 12,96.. 16
18
17
20
50
May 9,96.. 15
May 2.96.. 24
May 23,96.. 22
June 7,96 . 19
June S, 96.. 17

Aug. 21, 99
Feb. 24, 96
Apr. 1,96
Apr. 29, 96
May 12. 96
May IS, 96
May 22, 96
June 5.96
, June 16,96
j June 19,96

Dec.' 31,95.’:
Apr. 10,96..
July 6,96..
Dec. 5,95..
Jan. 27, 96..
Apr. 11,96..

| Jan. 27, 96
, Apr. 18, 96
July 31, 96
Jan. 6,96
| Feb. 3,96
Apr. 21, 96
Apr. 9,96
July 29, 96
: Mar. 16,96
; Mar. 7, 96
Mar. 28, 96
Apr. S, 96
June 29. 96
j J line 29, 96
; June 29,96

S &.?«::
Apr. 18,96..
12,90.. 50 Apr. 16,96..

Ratl>............................. i May
b o:\croft....................... I May is, 96..
Carmel......................... j May 22,96..
North Turner............... June 5,96..
Edes Falls.................. June 16,96..
Mechanic balls.......... June 19,96..
Norfolk, Va................ Dec. 17,95..
Unionville..................... Dec. 23,95..
Hagerstown............... Apr. 6,96..
1
\\ashington. D.C.... July 4,96..
< ! MiHbury....................... Oct, 31,95..
9, Adams.......................... Jan. IS, 96..
100 j Walpole....................... Mar. 28,96..
96 ! Boston......................... Apr. 9,96..
1-21 North Held................... July 10,96..
79 i Kalkaska..................... I'eb. 24,96..
12* Mason.......................... Fob. 24,96..
49 j bt. Johns..................... Mar. 12,96..
l'-’0 Coleman...................... Mar. 16,96..
24 1 Marion......................... Apr. S,96..
si : [romvood.......................June 29,96..
si j Saginaw....................... June 29, 96..
........ Big Itaplds................... Iune29,96..
101
Litchlleld.................... Nov. 1,95..
105
Kimball Prairie........ Mar. 12, 90..
106 Morton......................... Mar. 24,60..
39 Little Falls.................. Apr. 9,96..
100 Koehestor................... May 14,90..
33 Fulda............................ May 15.96..
Heron Lake.................June 6,96..
11 St. Francis................ Juno 23,96..
iu Minneapolis................. June 23,96..
2
Osceola........................ Sept. 9,95..
31 Cuba............................. Sept. 9,95.
32 Houston, Tex..............Oct. 21,95..
33 Stockton...................... Oct. 21,95..
10 Bethel.......................... Nov. 1,95..
30 Sulphur Springs......... Aug. 19,95..
34 Flow............................. sept, 4,95..
37 Denison Tex............... Dec. 16,95..
38 Waco, Tex.................... Ian. 11, 96..
25 Adrian........................... Ian. 23,96..
39 Klrbyville................... Feb. 7,96..
40 Louisiana................... Feb. 24,96..
•11 Kirksvilie.................... Mar. 5,96..
45 Lathrop........................ May 11,96..
44 St. Charles.................. May 25.96..
is Grant City......................July 25,96..
49 San Antonio, Tex........July so, 96..
•is
•12
22
19
20
........
11

Maryland.

-d

Location.

JSS-aS::
Feb. 29,96..
Mar. 2, 96..
Mar. 21,96..
Mar. 25,96..
Apr. 28,96..
Apr. 14,96..
Apr. 25, 96..

OcV."24V93::
Feb. 11,96..
Mar. 5,96..
Mar. 28, 96..
Mar. 31, 96..
Apr. 7,96..
July 10,96..
July 24, 96..
July 20,96..
AUg. 31,95..
Aug. 31, 95..
95..
NOV. 23, 95..

»,S::
SSfcSftS::
Feb. 1,96..

15
2s
24
24
26
23
17
22
34
3u
25
17
24
15
15

'•ji'j Nov.'’ l,'95
9,96
>' 14. 96
20 .j.ay 15,96
22 | July 24, 96
21 AUg. 10, 96

li

To i Solfr.

93

sissfjgg
s ss.as
15 Nov. 23, 93
22 Dec. 9,95
IS j .Tan. 4, 96
Jo Mar. 12,96
8 Feb. 3.96
h> Mar. 5,96
18 Apr. 28,96
22 1 Mar. 12, 96
18; June 1.96

Feb. 18,96..
Mar. 13,96..
Feb. 29,96..
May 23.96..
May 18,96..
July 9,96.. l.> July 25, 96
July 10,96.. 17 July 30,96
oct. '25,95.'.' 19 ‘ Dec. 21,'95
Mar. 21,96.. 25 I Mar. 28,96
July 23,96..
Feb. 3,96..
96
Apr. 14,96..
Dec. .,9a..
Jan. 9,96.. 16 F*b. 4,90
Jan. 21, 96., 26 Feb. 4.96
Mar. 27. 96.. 22 May 22, 96
Mar. 27,96..
10 Juno
yay TV
^
May 18.9o.. 32
12,96
Nov. 16, 95.. 23 Dec. 18, 95
July 20,95.. 20 Oct. 22,95
Aug. 23,95.. 27 Oct. 22.95
Oct. 22,95.. 22 ; NOV. 12. 95
Dec. 26,95.. 32 , Jau. 13, 96
Dec. a,9a.. 10 Jau. 31, 96
Dec. 30,95.. 23 Jau. 31, 96

8 $3615;"
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TABLE No. 8—Continued.
List of Charters Issued upon Applications Approved by this Administration.

2 #

S §

Division.

Location.

C

New York

•»

Oregon.

I

Jamaica....................
Newburgh..............
Ovid ............................
Lodi..............................
Rochester..................
Central .square........
Cape Vincent..........
Andes..........................
Marathon..................
New Rochelle..........
3U
Morrisvi.le ..............
. 28 Brooklyn..................
Warwick. ................
55
Brans Mills..............
Have rst raw..............
lroudale............... ..
22
pe aware....................
311
32
Walnut Hills, Gin .
101
Washington, C. H..
218
Rutland.............
80
Deliance............
90
Lebanon...........
101
Plqna..................
4
Oroveport........
310
Canton..............
| 33
Athens...............
.... 55
Johnsiown___
105
Wooster............
10
Independence.
7 : .!• sepli..................
li
1‘o'tiand...............
9
P no........................
M
Hillsboro..............
Woods...................
Delta......................
Luughorne...........
W'atson'owu___
Grove City...........
Ruffs Dale............
Lewistown..........
Philadelphia....
Conemauah........
Will.amstowu...
C.re.-nwood.........
Pottsvil.e..............
Blwood City........
Sandy Lake........
Tamaqua..............
33

18 [
13
7 j
1
M !
35 ;
1..........1
12
is :

.
17
: 20
22
23

Date

!| |

Muster.

J|

Date

of
Charter.

<

100
1 2
123
00
. 54
• 17011
40
93

8

iii;

Date
U-,
of
HE;
Approval. = S-l

Highmore............
Arlington.............
Hillsboro..............
K-dlleld..............
P ankuiton..........
1/ ad City..............
Itohel....................
Wl mlugtou........
nicott...................
East Fa rlield...
Dorset...................
Wrest Charleston
Whmdstock..........
Rutland...............
| Montpelier..........
Chester.................
Wnleott................
Newport...............

7 | MLYeVnon.:::

'

Coeur d’Alene.

Apr. C, 96.. 24 Jan. 23.2G.. 24
Apr. 6.90.. 29 Mar. 10,90.. 29
A pr. G, 90.. 21 Feb. 28. 90..: 21
Apr. 0,90. 22 Mar. 2,9.:..I 22
.May 4 , 90..: 104 I Feb. IS, 90.. j 101
May 12. 90 . 24 Apr. 24,90. ; 24
June 1.90.
21 May 14,90.., 21
July 2.90.
i» June 15.90..! 15
July 2,90 . 19 I June io, 90..' 19
July 2,90. 15 Apr. 13,90.. 15
July 2.90.. 17 June 10.90.. 17
July 13, 90 140 May 20, 90 140
July 20. 90 . 32 June 29, 90.. 32
July 24, 90.. I 22 !.................................
Aug. 1U, 90.. 24 j.................................
Oct. 9,95. , 21 Oct. 19.95.. 2J
Oct. 21,95..! 22 NOV. 20,95.. 35
Nov. 2,95
17 Nov. II 95.. 21
Jan. 29,90
24 | Dec. 2,95.. 21
Feb. 0,90.. 19 j Jan. 29,90.. 10
Ma . 12,90.. 28 Mar. 25, 90.. CO
Apr. II. 90.. 37 Apr. 11,90.. 37
Apr. 11.90.. 20 May 28.90.. 21
Apr. IS. 90.. ■19 Feb. 18. 86.. 19
M y 2t.90.. 34 Juno 0,90.. 23
Juno 29.90.. 15 May 25,90.. 15
July 21,90.. is June 311,9G.. 18
Allg. 10. 90.. 31 July 27,90.. 31
Sept. 20. 95. 29
lion. 8:!" hi
Oct.
15 Allg. 28,95. 15
28 Jan. 15,90.. 28
93.. 23 Sept. 19. 95.. 23
20 Mar. 7.90.. 20
Apr. 3,90. IS Apr. 25,96.. 15
Of. 7,95.. 15 Nov. 11.93.. 15
Jan. 4,90.. 17 Jan. 27,9J
15
Feb. 24, 90.. 31 Mar. 2,90.. 31
Apr. 3.90.. 27 , Apr. 14,90.. 31
Apr. 7,90.. IS May 0,90.. 10
May 11 90.. 19 May 15.96.. 20
Juno 1,90.. 10 .1 uuo 3u, 90.. 17
July 14,90.. 42 July 29,90. 21
Aug. 5.90.. 31 Aug. 17.90.. 21
Aug. 14. 90.. to
Aug 17.90. 35 .
Aug. 20. 9G.. VII
Allg. 27. 90.. 29
Allg 31.90.. II
I el). 27, 90.. 19 Jail. 29,90.. 19
Dec. 9,93.. 10 Jan. 3,90.. 15
Feb. <1,90.. 15 Feb. 29,90.. 17
Feh. 0,90.. 19 Fob. 19,90.. 32
Mar. 12.90.. 15 Apr. 18,90.. -.0
Mar. io. 90.. 23 Apr. 2.90
25
is
Mar. 30, 90.. 15! May 9.90.
•'pr. 5,90.. 22 ; Mav 9, 90. 24
Oct. 10.95. 15
... ............................
Jan. 18,90.. 27 | Feb. 22.90.. 22
Apr. 17,90.. 28 Mar. 30, 90.. 28
Apr. 25,90.. 21 Apr. 17.96.. 20
Juno 9. 90.. 30 ; May 27,90.. 30
June 15, 90.. 15 ! Juno 5. 90.. 15
June 15,90.. 28 June 5.90 . 15
Juno22.90.. 20 1 May 29. no.. 20
Juno 27. 90.. 23 I Juno 9,90.. 28
June 27.90.. 17, June 2,90.. 17
June 3f). 90.. is Jun-21,90.. 18
...
JllllO SO, 96.. 10 Juno 23, 90..! 1G
Del. 10,95.. 21 Oct. 24.1*3.. 15
O'-t. 21,95..! 18 Sept. 14, 95..I 10
Dec. 20. 95.30 i Jail. 4. 90.. 17
Apr. 17. 9G
23

Apr. G. 90
Apr. G. 90
Apr. G, 90
Apr. G, 9G
May l, 90
May 12, 90
Juno 1.96
July 2,90
July 2,90
July 2.90
July 2.96
July 13, 90
July 29, 96
e . 28,95
Feb. 15. 90
Nov. IS, 95
Jan. 29, 90
Feb. 0,90
Apr. 18, 90
May 15,96
J une 29. IK)
Apr. 18. 9G
July 2i, 90
.1 une 29,90
Ju.y 21,90
Aug. 10,90
Dec. 21,95

!

s&as
J. no l, 90
Dec. 25, 95
Mar. 20, 90
Mar. 12, 90
Al»r 24,90
May 13. 96
May 22,90
July 20,96
Aug. S, 90
Aug. 28, 90

Feb. 27. 96
Jan. 14, 90
Mar. 7.96
Mar. 6, 90
May is. 90
Apr. 11.96
May is.96
Juno 1,96
Mar. "a,'90
Apr. 17, 90
Apr. 25, 96
JllllO 9,96
June 15,90
June 15,90
June 22,9G
June 27. 96
June 27,96
Juno 30.96
Juno 30. 96
Nov. 4. 93
Oct. 22.95
Jan. 14, vo

:
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TABLE No. 8—Continued.
List of Charters Issued upon Applications Approved by tills Administration.
•M

Division.

5!

Location.

Date

West Virginia..
Wisconsin........
41

%•
ti

44

42
3

19

26
27

21

30
20

Date
of
Muster.

<

z;
Washington....

2®

.. Is
Approval. = ~
of

Columbia Falls, M«m.
Ilwaco..................
Moundsvllle.......
West Union.........
New Richmond..
Rhinelander........
Rlanchardville...
Downing..............
Butternut..........

Elkhorn..............
Racine................

Apr. is. 90..
June 17.90..
Mar. 6,00..
Apr. 2,06..
Oct. 21,95..
Nov. 1,05..
Feb. 24. 06..
Mar. 23,96..
June 27,00..
July 3,00..
July 29.00..

is
27
25
30
IS
22
21
23
24
15
30

May 2,00 .
.June 8,oo..
Mar. 22,00..
Apr. 1,00..
July 13, 9o..
Nov. 15. 95..
Mar. 7,oo..
Apr. 24.90..
July 18,00..
May 27,00..

■A

22
Date
of
= 2 '■ Charter.

Psi
15
17
15
15
17
10
20
IS
15
15

May 22,90
June 27.00
Apr. 2,96
Apr. 16. 96
Oct. 22,95
Dec. 10.95
Mar. 14,00
May 22.96
July 24,90
July 3,96

TABLE No. 9.
List of Furniture Belonging to the Department of the Com man der-in-Clilef and
Adjutant General.
; 6 Portraits Commander-In-Chief (Abbott, Grif2 Cabinet Desks,
lln, Webb, Hall, Maccabe and Bundy).
i Typewriter Cabinet,
l Stand Commandery Colors,
l Letter File Cabinet and Base.
j 2 Souls,
7 Chairs,
l Letter Press.
i Book Caso.
I Yost Typewriter,
l Caso Embroidered Cap Marks,
l Typewriter Traveling Case.
l Edison Mimeograph,
i Small Table.
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GENERAL ORDERS.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, Oct. 10, 1895.
General Orders, No. 6, Series of 1895.
I. Having been duly elected and installed Commander-in-Chief, Sons of
Veterans,. U. S. A., at the Fourteenth Annual Encampment, held at Knox
ville, Tennessee, September 16-18, 1895, I hereby assume command and estab
lish Headquarters in Rooms numbers 1 and 2, First National Bank Block,
LaCrosse, Kansas.
II. The following officers were duly elected and installed at the Four
teenth Annual meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, and they will be re
spected and obeyed accordingly:
Commander-in-Chief, W. H. Russell, LaCrosse, Kansas; Senior Vice
Commander-in-Chief, Elwood T. Carr, Radnor, Pennsylvania; Junior ViceCommander-in-Chi'ef, W. R. Cooper, Knoxville, Tennessee; Council-in-Chief,
H. V. Speelman, Cincinnati, Ohio; R. M. Buckley, Louisville, Kentucky; D.
F. Goulding, Somerville, Massachusetts; Quartermaster General [elected for
a term of three years), R. Loebenstein, S4 La Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois.
III. The following staff officers have been appointed and installed and
will be respected and obeyed accordingly:
Adjutant General, H. V. Speelman, Cincinnati, Ohio [Address, LaCrosse,
Kansas); Inspector General, Frederick C. Stillson, Battle Creek, Michigan;
Judge Advocate General, R. B. Oglesbee, Indianapolis, Indiana; Surgeon
General, Dr. Dan. S. Gardner, Massillon, Ohio; Chaplain-in-Chief, Rev. F.
Bradford Cole, Olneyville, Rhode Island.
IV. Past Commander W. Y. Morgan, of Emporia, Kansas, is hereby de
tailed as Personal Aide to the Commander-in-Chief and to that end will
be respected and obeyed accordingly.
V. Louisville, Kentucky, was selected as the place for holding the Fif
teenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, the same to be
held in the month of September, 1896, the exact date to be determined by
the Council-in-Chief.
VI. No changes were made either in the Ritual or the C. R. & R. by
the Knoxville Encampment, with one exception. Article XX, Chapter V,
page 77, was amended. The word “four” in line three was changed to
“five.” Hereafter Camps will be permitted to use five Rituals. The same
may be procured from the Quartermaster General, through Division Head
quarters. upon the payment of twenty cents each, or one dollar per set
of five.
VII. The Fourteenth Annual Encampment by resolution provided for
a “Ten-Year Service Badge” and for the appointment of a Committee to de
sign the same, of which Committee the Quartermaster General should be a
member. In accordance with the resolution, the membership of said Com
mittee is completed by the appointment of the following Brothers: James
P. Porter (to whom is due the suggestion for such badge), St. Paul, Minne
sota; Commander Edward T. Monahan, Underhill, Vermont.
VIII. Division Commanders are urged to send in promptly the quarterly
reports of their Adjutants and Quartermasters. Prompt action in matters
of this kind will greatly aid in the facilitation of business at National Head
quarters.
IX. Inspection time is here. Let Division Commanders see that every
Camp in their respective jurisdictions is thoroughly inspected. Don’t put
it off. Delay is dangerous.
X. W. H. Russell having been elected Commander-in-Chief, forwarded
his resignation as Commander of the Division of Kansas to Commander-inChief Bundy, on September 18th, 1S95. The same was accepted and Senior
Vice-Commander L. B. Price was placed in command of the Division, with
instructions to convene the Division Council to fill the vacancy. At n meet
ing of the Division Council held at Emporia, Wednesday. October 8th, ?r.
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W. Huffman, of Emporia, was elected and installed as Commander of the
Kansas Division for the unexpired term and he will be respected and obeyed
accordingly.
XI. The Official Stenographer is busily at work making a transcript of
the proceedings of the Fourteenth Encampment. The same will be printed
and ready for distribution at the earliest possible date.
XII. The Blue Book Committee has completed its work of digesting and
compiling the decisions of Commanders-in-Chief. This book will be printed
as early as practicable and a copy of same will accompany each Camp Packet.
XIII. Mustering Officers should exercise particular pains in having all
names plainly written and correctly spelled. A strict compliance with this
request will avoid embarrassment, confusion and mistakes.
XIV. Division Adjutants are requested to place the names ot all Commandery-in-Chief officers on their mailing lists.
XV. Remittances for charter fees and per capita tax must be sent to
the Adjutant General. Requisitions (by Divisions) for supplies must be
drawn upon the Quartermaster General. Requisitions (by Camps) for sup
plies must be made upon the Division Quartermaster. A strict compliance
with this order will avoid much confusion and annoyance.
XVI. In obedience to the action of the Encampment, all Divisions here
after will add twenty-five per cent to the cost of supplies, in filing requisitions
for Camps.
XVII. All correspondence must be conducted through the proper chan
nels. Camps and individual members desiring information will communicate
through their respective Division headquarters. All official business from
these headquarters will be transacted directly with Division officers.
XVIII. The announcement, in General Orders No. 5, that inspection
blanks would be furnished free of charge, was an error. Division Command
ers may procure these blanks by requisition upon the Quartermaster General.
The price charged is one dollar per hundred.
XIX. We are to be congratulated upon the very friendly relations ex
isting between the Grand Army of the Republic and our order. A resolution
• favoring the admission of members of the Order of Sons of Veterans into
Post meetings, as guests, was submitted to the recent G. A. R. National En
campment, at Louisville. After a free discussion, the resolution was re
ferred to the Committee on Rules and Regulations, with instructions to
report at the St. Paul Encampment in 1S96. This is encouraging. Commander-in-Chief-elect Walker pledges our order his most loyal support—such as
characterized the administrations of Generals Adams and Lawler, to whom
we are under lasting obligations. The best of results are following from
the encouragement they offered and the good work they gave.
XX. The crisis has passed. The appalling losses have been checked. A
net gain of over sixteen hundred in membership was made during the past
year, and with this change for the better should come renewed hope, and
stronger effort to secure a larger growth and a greater prosperity to our
beloved order.
Brothers, the year dawns auspiciously and is bright with the promise
of a prosperous future. May each member of the order do his duty in the
dissemination of the exalted principles upon which our order is founded,
and by every effort add to the membership of his Camp.
Lot us plant our banner upon a higher point of vantage than our mem
bership has ever heretofore reached. It can be done. Let us do it.
May each one be firm in his support of the law, energetic in the inculca
tion of patriotism to the government and loyalty to the flag, not forgetting
the Veteran, who by his sacrifices in the service of his country earned the
eternal and substantial gratitude of every citizen of the Republic.
By command of
W. H. RUSSELL.
Commander-in-Chief.
Official:

H. V. SPEELMAN, Adjutant General.
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CHICAGO, Ills., Sept. 19,1895.
W. II. RUSSELL, Commauder-iu-Chief, S. V., U. S. A.
Dear Sir and Brother: l have the honor to submit the following report, sup
plemental to my report to the Fourteenth Annual Encampment; this report cover
ing the business of this Department up to the beginning of your administration:

RECEIPTS AND EXPEN DITUBES.
Ck.

Dr.

Cash on hand as per'report. .$2,037 10

Paid General Expenses............ $
Paid Office Expenses...............
Paid General Orders................
Paid for Supplies......................
Paid for Salaries.......................
Paid for Traveling Expenses.
Paid for Expense- Fourteenth
Annual Encampment............
Cash on hand..............................

50
104
55
317
250

28
1G
99
70
00

93 75
953 38
211 95

$2,037 16

$2,037 1G
GENERAL ACCOUNT, SEPT. 18, 18»5.
LlAllI L1TIES.

ASSETS.

Furniture
Supplies.
Cash___
Oregon...........
Pennsylvania
Gulf.*...........
Cameron, Amberg & Co

$ G40
1,503
211
1
4G1
13
03

35
SO
95
48
11
79
50

$ 23G 40
20
10
37
01
2,G58 90

A. P. Davis
Indiana___
Iowa..........
Maine___
Wisconsin.
Surplus...

$2,895 98

$2,895 98
PROFIT AND LOSS, TO SEPT. 18, 1895.
GAINS.

LOSSES.

To General Orders
$
To Salaries
To Traveling Expenses
To Supplies...................
To Office Expenses
To General Expanses
To 14th Nat’l Encampment...

55
250
93
23
101
50
953

99
00
75
80
1G
23
3S

$1,531 31

By Balance (net loss).

$1,531 31

$1,531 81
B. LOEBENSTEIN,
Quartermaster General.

LA CROSSE, Kansas, October 15, 1895.
General Orders, No. 7, Series of 1S95.
I. The following Assistant Inspectors-General have been appointed to
inspect Headquarters of the several Divisions:
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Dlviaion.
Inspector.
Address.
Alabama and Tennessee—W. It. Cooper.......................Knoxville, Tenn.
California............................Fiauk C. Shipley..................Oakland, Cal.
Colorado..............................Claud II. Clark....................Greeley, Col.
Connecticut.........................Rev. Frederick B. Cole....... Olneyville, R. I.
Gulf..................................... James Lewis. Jr................... New Orleans, La.
Illinois................................. Frederick C. Stilbon........... Battle Creek, Mich.
Indiana....... .........................Frederick C. Stillson...........Baitle Creek, .Mich.
Iowa.....................................Rev. C. E. Me.Col ley............ Winnebago City, .Minn.
Kansas................................. H. V. Speelman....................LaCross**, Kansas.
Keutucky............................Win. E. Bundy..................... Cincinnati, Ohio.
^Iaine..................................Walter S. Willey..................Somerswoitb, N. H.
Maryland............................ Charles D. Roouey...............Washington, D. C.
Massachusetts..................... L. J. Mary...........*.................Pulaski, N. Y.
Michigan............................ Frederick C. Stillson........... Battle Creek, Mich.
Minnesota............................10. H. Mi.ham...................... St. Paul, Minn.
Missouri.............................. J. J. Speaker........................ Kansas City, Mo.
Nebtaska............................Grant \V. Harrington........... Hiawatha, Kausas.
New Hampshire..................Albert C. Blaisdell..............Lowell, Mass.
New Jersey......................... K. M. J. Heed...................... Philadelphia, Penn.
New York..... .....................II. II. Hammer.. ................ Reading Pa.
Ohio..................................... Will A. Field...................... Augusta, Ky.
Oregon................................W. W. Spark*........................ Vancouver, Washington.
Pennsylvania...................... 10. R. Campbell....................Washington, D. C.
Rhode Island........ ..............G. E. Cox............................. Hartford, Connecticut.
South Dakota.....................L. D. Lyon............................ Watertown, So.’ Dakota.
Vermont..............................Frank L. Greene.................. St. Albans, Yt.
Washington........................ II. L. Wells.......................... Portland, Oregon.
West Virginia.....................F. W. Myers.........................Parkersburg, W. Va.
Wisconsin............................Rev. W. J. Patton................ Milwaukee, Wis.
The expenses of Assistant Inspectors-General will be borne by the Di
visions whose respective Headquarters they inspect. Economy should be
practiced in every instance. Assistant Inspectors-General will arrange satis
factory dates with Division Commanders, at the earliest convenience.
II. Division Commanders are requested to advise these Headquarters,
for publication in General Orders, as to the times aud places for holding
Division Encampments.
The Encampment of the Division of Missouri will be held at Cameron,
February 17th and 18th, 1S96.
III. Pursuant to the recommendation of Commander-In-Chief Bundy,
which was concurred in by the Knoxville Encampment, the following Ritual
Committee is hereby appointed: Inspector General Frederick C. Stillson,
Battle Creek, Michigan,‘ Chairman: Dr. T. C. Harter. Bloomsbury Penn.;
Capt. C. Borin, Oberlin, Kansas. The Committee is to eonsider suggestions
and propositions for changes in the Ritual, and will report at the Lot
Encampment, in 1896.
, _
IV. The Fourteenth Annual Encampment, by resolution, provided ior
the appointment of a Committee of five members, whose duty it sua
Inquire Into the expediency of the Sons of Veterans erecting monuments I
the battlefield parks at Gettysburg. Chickamauga and Shiloh, ami also io
consider the subject of the Sons of Veterans U. S. A. uniting with t ®
federate Sons of Veterans in erecting Peace monuments upon these *
'
fields. Conforming to the provisions of this resolution the following ommittee is hereby appointed: Major E. R. Campbell, 12-1 K. Street, . ••
Washington. D. C., Chairman; Hon. Webster Davis, Kansas Cit>. Missouri.
Col. W. S. Oberdorf, Dansville. N. Y.; Col. Josiah Gross. 4S Excliauge Place.
New Orleans, La.; Capt. George F. Wolz, Fremont, Nebraska.
TT .
V. All Camps arc urged to prepare for the proper <observance of unudu
Defenders Day, February 12th. 1S96. Chaplain-tn-Chief Cole wUl PiePa™ .a
special service for this day and a sufficient number of printed copies ot suen
program will be sent to each Division Commander to supply the camp
his Division.
.
VI. Following is a synopsis of some of the most important business
transacted by the Fourteenth Annual Encampment:
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The suspension of a member for non-payment of dues rests entirely with
the Camp; i. e., if the Camp wishes to carry him by paying per capita tax
to the Division it may do so.
Surgeons’ reports must be made out by Camp Captains and sent to Divi
sion Surgeon between October 30th and December 30th. New blank form
No. 47 must be used. Division Surgeons will use new blank form No. 48.
All old blank forms numbers 47 and 48 must be destroyed.
Divisions will continue to pay sixteen cents per annum, four cents per
quarter, per capita tax to National Headquarters.
Commissioned officers failing to submit reports from all departments
within a reasonable length of time after due will be deprived of privileges
accorded to Past Captains or Past Division Commanders.
A new form No. 12 is being prepared, the same to be used by Quarter
master Sergeant in notifying members of indebtedness.
An additional form will be added to page 2 of each set of Court-Martial
blanks, being a blank for proper service and return by the Judge Advocate
of the Court.
VII. Upon the recommendation of the Commanders of their respective
Division, the charters of the following Camps are hereby annulled and de
clared forfeited:
Alabama and Tennessee, Camps Nos. 16 and 23.
Missouri, Camp No. 181.
Vermont, Camp No. 66.
VIII. Division Commanders who have not already done so are request
ed to send Division Rosters to these Headquarters at once. Don’t delay.
IX. Again the attention of mustering officers is called to the necessity
of writing plainly and spelling correctly the names of all recruits mustered.
It would be difficult even for an expert to decipher some of the hieroglyphics
that come to these Headquarters.
X. The attention of Division Commanders and Camp Captains is hereby
called to the “Address to the Grand Army’’ issued from these Headquarters.
Division Commanders will see that at least one copy is mailed to each
Camp with this order, and Captains will have the same read at the first meet
ing following its receipt. As much publicity as possible should be given this
address by securing its publication in local newspapers, especially Grand Army
and Sons of Veterans Journals and Magazines. Through the kindness and
courtesy of Commander-in-Ckief Walker, of the Grand Army, the address
will be read in every Post room of that organization, and thus, it is hoped, a
deeper interest in our welfare will be kindled, and a more determined effort
in our behalf will be made by our fathers.
By command of
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: H. V. SPEELMAN, Adjutant General.

!
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LA CROSSE, Kansas, January 15, 1896.
General Orders, No. 1, Series of 1896.
I. As the New Year comes to us, it comes with new and enlarged oppor
tunities, upon which our membership should be prompt to seize. The various
Camps in our Organization are, with newly elected and appointed officers, in
the best possible condition to increase and strengthen their membership. The
prospects for the year are bright for our Order, as events of international im
portance have awakened the people of our beloved country to renewed Loyalty
and Patriotism, and all who are eligible to membership as Sons of Veterans
will be the more eager to join an Organization of which these principles are
the corner stones. Brothers, we should live up to our glorious privileges, and
make the most of our opportunities. No effort should he spared to enlist these
new recruits in our grand army of. loyal defenders of the Nation our Veteran
Fathers gave their lives to save.
II. On account of private business matters in Ohio requiring his imme
diate return. Brother H. V. Speelman tendered his resignation as Adjutant
General on November 9th, to take effect November 16th. The same was ac
cepted and Brother C. Borin, of Oberlin, Kansas, was appointed and installed
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as his successor, and will be respected and obeyed accordingly. Brother Speelman was a very capable officer, and thoroughly qualified to discharge the ar
duous duties of the position. During his brief stay in Kansas he made many
friends, who regretted his return to the East. It is to be hoped that the Order
may still enjoy the benefit of his able counsel and loyal heart in the years that
are to come.
III. On the recommendation of the Quartermaster General, Past Captain
Harry T. Moore, of Camp No. 6, Division of Illinois, has been appointed As
sistant Quartermaster General.
IV. Past Captain H. A. Russell, of Camp No. 223, Division of Kansas, has
been appointed Assistant Adjutant General.
V. These Headquarters are very much in need of copies of the Proceed
ings of the Fourth and Sixth Annual Encampments of the Commandery-inChief, to complete Headquarters files. Any brother who can favor the Order
with these Proceedings, may send them by express, at the expense of this
office.
VI. “Union Defenders’ Day,” February 12, should be commemorated in
public exercises by every Camp, where practicable. This day, the eightyseventh anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln, of blessed memory to
every lover of liberty the world over, should be a day of grateful memories of
the great-hearted Martyr-President, a time of tender tribute to his unswerving
loyalty, his unselfish devotion, his long-suffering charity, his unfaltering pa
triotism, and his inspired guidance of the Nation safely through that terrible
crisis of its history, the awful civil war. The Chaplain-in-Chief has prepared
a simple and most appropriate order of service for that day, which has been
distributed to the Camps of the Order. This beautiful service gives much free
dom to Camps in making up the numbers of their programs, and should be
followed as closely as possible.
VII. Division Encampments will be held as follows: Maryland, Febru
ary 11 and 12, at Baltimore; Missouri, February 17 and IS, at Cameron; Massa-'
chusetts, February 21 and 22, at Boston; New Hampshire, April 15 and 16, a,t
Concord; Kansas, April 21, 22 and 23, at Beloit; Pennsylvania, June 3, 4 and
5, at Gettysburg; New Jersey, February 20, at Trenton.
VIII. As directed by the Fourteenth Annual Encampment, a form for
“Proof of Service” in Courts-Martial has been prepared and printed and sent
to Commanders of Divisions. Division Commanders should see to it that a
copy of this form is included in every set of Court-Martial blanks sent out
from their Headquarters. In this connection attention is called to the fact
that a Court-Martial must be constituted of five, and only five members. It
would not seem to be necessary to call attention to this fact, as the C. R. and
R. is very plain on this point, but Court-Martial proceedings are frequently
received at the Commandery-in-Chief Headquarters, wherein the CourtsMartial are constituted of from three to nine members, thus vitiating the
proceedings.
IX. The Proceedings of the Fourteenth Anuual Encampment, at Knox
ville, Tennessee, are about ready for distribution. Copies may be procured from
Division Commanders, or Quartermaster General R. Loebenstein, 84 LaSalle
Street, Chicago, Illinois, upon the payment of postage, eight cents per copy.
X. All Divisions have reported, and the new Pass Word and Countersign
have been promulgated.
XI. Preliminary steps have been taken to secure the passage by Congress
of a joint Resolution which provides: “That the distinctive badge adopted by
the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., may be worn, in their own right, upon all public
occasions of ceremony, by officers and enlisted men of the Army and Navy of
the United States, who are members of said organization.” Copies of this
resolution will be sent Division Commanders, who are hereby requested to
write each member of Congress from their respective Divisions, enclosing a
copy of the resolution, and asking his support of the measure. All Sons of
Veterans should exert all personal influence possessed upon members of Con
gress with whom they have any acquaintance, or whom they can reach through
others, to secure the passage of this legislation.
XII. in the court-martial of Captain William E. Coman, of General W. F.
Draper Camp No. 44, Division of Massachusetts, who was found guilty of
violation of his obligation and of conduct prejudicial to good order and disci-
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pline and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged, the sentence has been mit
igated to degradation from office and a suspension from the Order for a period
of two years, dating from December 2, 1893. In the court-martial of A. Wesley
Weikel, a member of the Division Council of Pennsylvania Division, who was
found guilty of a scandalous crime against the laws of the land and of conduct
unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order and sentenced to be dishon
orably discharged, the proceedings, findings and sentence have been approved,
and the sentence ordered carried into effect.
XIII. On recommendation of the Division Commanders the charters of
the following Camps are hereby annulled and declared forfeited. Division of
Nebraska, Camps Nos. 14, 34, 14S, 149; Division of Massachusetts, Camps Nos.
97, 105; Division of New Hampshire, Camps Nos. 3, 48; Division of Missouri,
Camps Nos. 1, 2, 6, 10, 14, 24, 30, 39, 41, 43, 44, 49, 55, 57, 59, 61, 62, 64, 67, 71, SO,
SI, S3, S4, SS, 89, 90, 92 to 96, 101 to 105, 107 to 109, 111 to 115, 117 to 120, 122 to
129, 131 to 134, 136, 13S to 140, 142, 143, 147 to 150, 154 to 157, 161, 163 to 165, 168
to 173,176, 17S, 1S3, 1S5 to 187, 190,193, 197,19S, 200 to 202, 207, 208, 210, 212, 214,
216, 21S, 220, 221, 225, 226, 228. A great many of these Missouri Camps have
been dead for many years, and the numbers have, in a number of cases, been
already assigned to other Camps.
By command of
W. H. RUSSELL,
Coramander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant General.
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LA CROSSE, Kansas, April 1, 1896.
General Orders, No. 2, Series of 1896.
I. Once more the unceasing flight of time brings to us that sad, solemn,
and sweetly, tenderly mournful anniversary held sacred to the memory of the
Nation’s dead—Memorial Day. From out of the voiceless past come the shad
ows of numberless known and unknown heroes who gave their all of life to
perpetuate human liberty and to preserve the Union. They picture the dark
days of the Rebellion, when cannon roared and musketry rattled, dealing out
death and destruction everywhere; and little mounds of earth were heaped
over fallen heroes, in irregular rows, in all the Southland. Of the veterans
who returned home, one after another, answering the call of time, has dropped
from the ranks, so that now, aside from the thousands who lie in their dream
less sleep in the great national cemeteries, every graveyard, every secluded
burial ground in the North is hallowed by the presence of the green tents of
sleeping heroes. Loving thoughts of these known and unknown dead sug
gested the beautiful custom of decorating their graves with the choicest flow
ers of spring, thus avowing grateful remembrance and proclaiming to the
children and unto the generations forever that the deeds of these men who
died for God and Country shall be remembered as long as courage is rated
as a virtue and liberty is loved as a priceless heritage. There will be more
soldiers’ graves to decorate this Memorial Day than ever before—the old guard
dwindles. May the mystic chords of memory, reaching from the heroic dead
to the patriotic living, sound the music that shall call us one and all to our
duty to the memory of him who fought for the right, and in fighting tri
umphed, and in the triumph died.
On this occasion let us take a new draught of courage that will aid us in
the future in the performance of our duty as the Sons of those whose memory
we honor on this Memorial Day. Let us consecrate ourselves anew to the
work that lies before us. In the ministrations of a loving memory to the
dead, may we not forget the living.
Every Camp should be found in the line of duty, and every member of
the Order should do his part to make the observance of this Memorial Day
more general than ever before, and let it be in the right way. No Son of a
Veteran should be found desecrating the day. dishonoring his father or Ills
father’s memory, and disgracing himself by engaging in the amusements, ball
playing, horse racing, dancing, etc., so common in many localities. Make it
a day of tender, loving service, of grateful remembrance, and of patriotic in
spiration. Make it what it should be—the most sacred of all tho days consecrated to the American Soldier.
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II. Past Captain A. G. Alrich, Lawrence, Kansas, is hereby appointed as
a member of the Ritual Committee appointed by General Order No. 7, series
of 1895, vice Adjutant General Borin, resigned.
III. The Committee on Transportation for the Fifteenth Annual meeting
of the Commandery-in-Chief is hereby appointed, and is constituted as fol
lows: R. Loebenstein, Chairman, Chicago, Ills.; Gen. A. W. Jones, Youngs
town, Ohio; Geo. W. Knowlton, Boston, Mass.; John V. B. Clarkson, New
York City; Louis E. Schroder, San Francisco, Cal.
IV. Division Commanders have been elected and installed as follows:
Connecticut, Geo. E. Cox, 48 State St., Hartford; Maryland, Frank 0. Peter
son, 1326 Hollins St, Baltimore; Massachusetts, Harry D. Sisson, Pittsfield;
Missouri, Manly Wren, Bethany; Nebraska, Geo. F. Wolz, Fremont; New
Jersey, James B. Adams, Atlantic City; Ohio, D. Q. Morrow, Hillsboro;
Rhode Island, Herbert S. Thompson, box 1355, Providence.
V. Division Encampments will be held as follows: California, Santa
Cruz, April 20, 21, 22; Colorado, Denver, April 22, 23, 24; Indiana, Frank
fort, July 1, 2, 3; Kansas, Beloit, April 21, 22, 23; New Hampshire, Concord,
April 15, 16; Pennsylvania, Gettysburg, June 3, 4, 5; Michigan, Holland,
June 23, 24, 25, 26; New York, Plattsburgh, June 23, 24, 25.
VI. All remittances, both to these Headquarters and to the Quarter
master General, must be made in the shape of New York or Chicago Ex
change, or Postoffice or Express Money Orders. Personal checks, or drafts
on other than New York or Chicago banks, cannot be accepted.
VII. On recommendation of the Division Commanders, the Charters of
the following Camps are hereby annulled and declared forfeited: Ellsworth
Camp, No. 2, Maryland; David Cole Camp, No. 18, South Dakota; Wm. H.
Mallory Camp, No. 11, Connecticut.
VIII. By reference to the Consolidated report of the Adjutant General,
accompanying this Order, it will be noted that the net gain of the organiza
tion for the quarter ending December 31, 1S95, is eight hundred and nineteen
members. This evidence of growth is most gratifying, as it shows an awaken
ing in patriotism and zeal, and a renewal of the spirit of loyalty, that not
only strengthens the Order but also- broadens and deepens and cements the
living wall of defenders of the Union. The accessions during the current
quarter, as evidenced by applications made to the Commandery Headquarters,
will show another large increase in membership for the first quarter of 1896.
While no effort should be spared to gain new members, the weak Camps in
the various Divisions should be earnestly aided and encouraged. Those
members who have grown careless and indifferent should be again warmed
by kindling once more within them the fires of liberty and loyalty. A mem
ber or a Camp held is equal to one gained. By earnest, zealous work let
each Son of a Veteran show forth his deep devotion to his country and his
flag; faithfully, loyally, lovingly, dauntlessly standing by the Order and the
grand principles it embodies.
By command of
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN. Adjutant General.
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CHICAGO, Jan. 25, 1896.
W. H. RUSSELL, Commander-in-Chief, S. V., U. S. A., LaCrosse, Kansas.
Dear Sir and Brother: I have the honor to submit my report for a period
beginning on the 19th day of September, 1895, and ending on the 31st day of
December, 1895:
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.
CR.

DR.

Paid for:
Cash on hand, as per last re
port ............................................. §211 95 General expenses........................ §
Received for supplies................ 1,518 68 \ Office expenses............................
General orders.............................
Received for P. C. tax............... 1,917 45
95 00 Supplies (including cost of
Received for charter fees..........
shipping)...................................
Received from R. Loebenstein
500 00 ; Salaries.........................................
(advanced by him)
' Fourteenth Nat’l Encampment
Rowley claim
Furniture___
R. Loebenstein (repaid him).,.
Miscellaneous
Cash on hand.

25C 59
437 30
127 16

579 24
750 00
35 15

581 06
23 75
500 00

5 14
947 69

§4,243 08

§4,243 08 :

§1,442 43

December 31, 1S95, supplies on hand, as per inventory.
GENERAL ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1895.
LIABILITIES.

ASSETS.

Various Divisions.
Furniture..............
Supplies................
Cash.......................

§ 30
664
1,442
947

68
10
43
09

Various Divisions.
A. P. Davis............
Surplus..................

§

3 71
693 30
2,387 89

§3,084 90

§3,084 90
PROFIT AND LOSS, DECEMBER 31, 1895.
GAINS.

LOSSES.

General Orders..
§
Salaries...............
Office expenses..
General expenses
Fourteenth Nat’l Encampment
Rowley claim

127
750
437
260
35
581

16
00
30
59
15
06

§2,187 20 !

\

Charter fees........
P. C. tax...............
Supplies..............
Balance (net loss)

............§ 95 00
............ 1,537 81
............ 283 ‘14
............ 271 01

§2,187 20
R. LOEBENSTEIN,
Quartermaster Geueral.
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LA CROSSE, Kansas, July 10, 1896.
General Orders, No. 3, Series of 1896.
I. Division Commanders have been elected and installed as follows:
Alabama and Tennessee, E. R. Carter, Knoxville; California, Charles C.
Houck, Santa Cruz; Colorado, Adam C. Patton, Greeley; Connecticut, George
E. Cox, 48 State Street, Hartford; Illinois, William G. Dustin, Dwight; In
diana, R. B. Oglesbee, Indianapolis; Iowa, H. M. Hanson, Mount Pleasant;
Kansas, Grant W. Harrington, Hiawatha; Kentucky, B. F. McClelland, 502
West Main Street, Louisville; Maine, Llewellyn L. Cooper, Augusta; Mary
land, Frank O. Peterson, 204 Courtland Street, Baltimore; Massachusetts,
Harry D. Sisson, Pittsfield; Minnesota, George P. Kelley, Tracy; Missouri,
Manly Wren, Bethany; Nebraska, George F. Wolz, Fremont; New Hamp
shire, Walter S. Willey (re-elected), Somersworth; New Jersey, James B.
Adams, Atlantic City; New York, A. G. Courtney, Syracuse; Ohio, D. Q.
Morrow, Hillsboro; Oregon, D. W. Dwyer, Salem; Pennsylvania, James H.
Tawney, Fifth and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia; Rhode Island, Herbert S.
Thompson, box 1355, Providence; South Dakota, Z. C. Green (re-elected),
White; Washington, W. F. Locke, New Whatcom; Wisconsin, W. J. Patton,
Green Bay. The bonds of nearly all these newly elected Commanders have
already been submitted and approved, and the new administrations have
taken up the work of the Order with earnestness and enthusiasm. Regret
at the loss officially of old and tried friends and brothers is thus tempered
with joy over the ability and zeal displayed by their successors, who are most
loyally aided by those who have surrendered the leadership of Divisions to
take up the work in their home Camps as “high privates in the rear ranks:”
II. The Password and Countersign for the term beginning July 1st have
been promulgated to all Divisions.
III. On April 3rd, 1S96, a Charter was issued for a Camp at Honolulu,
H. I., and the Camp attached to the Division of California, that Division
having been instrumental in the organization of the Camp. At the Encamp
ment of the Division of California, April 23, the name of the Division was
changed to the “Division of California and Hawaiian Islands,” and the
change of name has been approved.
IV. Division Commanders will see that the reports of the Surgeon and
Chaplain are at once forwarded to the Surgeon-General and Cliaplain-inChief.
V. The Committee on Transportation for the Fifteenth Annual En
campment to be held at Louisville, Ky., September 8-11, is hard at work, and
reports the probability of very liberal railroad rates for the Encampment.
The Chairman of the Committee gives out the following information: “The
‘Trunk Line Association’ (which covers the territory from Buffalo, Pittsburg
and East thereof, except in New England) are willing to grant a rate of fare
and a third for the round trip account Louisville meeting—on certificate
plan. The Central Passenger Committee authorize an open rate of one fare
for the round trip from all points in their territory; tickets on sale Septem
ber 7th and Sth, return limit to initial point to be midnight of September 13th.
Southern States Passenger Association authorize rate of one fare for round
trip; tickets to be sold September 6th and 7th, good for return to September
15th. Western Passenger Association will undoubtedly conform to Central
and Southern rates.” Division Commanders and others desiring additional
information regarding routes and rates will correspond with Quartermaster
General R. Loebenstein, Chairman of the Committee, 84 La Salle Street,
Chicago.
The various Committees of the Sons of Veterans of Louisville and also
the Citizens Committees are earnestly at work preparing for the Encamp
ment, and will soon be ready to announce the program, and give full infor
mation regarding the Encampment. Everything indicates a very successful
meeting, with as large, if not a much larger, attendance than ever before.
Any one desiring particulars should address Hon. Wm. Cornwall, Jr., Gen
eral Manager Citizens Committees, Louisville, Ky.
VI. Division Commanders must be prompt in forwarding reports for the
Quarter ending June 30th. Much work will devolve upon these Headquarters
from this time until the Encampment, and the Adjutant General’s Consoli
dated report for the quarter must be out of the way by August 1st.

1
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VII. The Consolidated report of the Adjutant General for the quarter
ending March 31 shows a net gain of nearly four hundred members for the
quarter, notwithstanding the terrible loss in Ohio, and the heavy losses in
Illinois and Massachusetts. Seventeen Divisions show gains, some of them
material ones, while six show very slight losses. There has been much
pruning of dead branches, and the Order was never in a better condition for
growth. This golden opportunity should be improved by every member of
the Order, in doing his utmost to strengthen and build up our membership.
By command of
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant General.

i

CHICAGO, April G, 189G.
W. H. RUSSELL, Commander-in-Chief, S. V., U.S. A., LaCrosse, Kansas.
Dear Sir and Brother: I have the honor to submit my report for the quarter
ending March 31, 1896:
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.

i

CH.

t

DR.

Cash on hand, as per last re
port ............................................ $ 947
Received for supplies............... 1,G71
Received for P. C. Tax............ 1,570
Received for Charter Fees___ 122

G9
89
99
00

Paid for:
$ 23G
General expenses.
. 193
Office expenses..,
37
General orders...
Supplies (including cost of
shipping)................................... 2,317
Salaries.......................... ;.............. 750
Fourteenth National Encamp?
ment........................................... 378
25
Rowley claim (legal services)..
Traveling expenses .................. MG
5
Miscellaneous..............................
Cash on hand............................... 223

32
2G
22
48
00
20
00
40
G2
07

$4,312 57

$4,312 57
March 31,189G, supplies on hand as per inventory........................

,$1,007 92

GENERAL ACCOUNT, MARCH 31, 1896.
LIABILITIES.

ASSETS.

Various divisions.
Furniture..............
Supplies...............
Cash.......................

$

70
, GG4
, 1,G07
223

34
10
92
07

Various divisions.,
Thayer & Jackson
Surplus..................

$

3 08

11 75
2,550 GO

$2,505 43

$2,505 43
PROFIT AND LOSS, MARCH 31, 1896.
LOSSES.

GAINS.

General orders___
$
Salaries...................
Traveling expenses
Office expenses___
General expenses..
Fourteenth National Encamp
ment..........................................
Rowley claim.............................
Supplies (obsolete forms de
stroyed).....................................
Balance (net gain).....................

37
750
140
193
230

22
00
40
2G
32

Charter fees.......
P. C. Tax..........
Supplies (protit)

$ 122 00
, 1,570 99
, 201 29

378 20
25 00
25 17
102 71

$1,954 28

$1,954 28
R. LOEBENSTEIN,
Quartermaster General.
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LA CROSSE, Kansas, Aug. 17, 1896
funeral 'Orders, No. 4, Series of 1896.
CarrBrother Carr was an active member of Colonel Owen Jones Camp No
46 Division of Pennsylvania, and had held many positions of responsibility
\n his Camp and Division. He attended the National Encampment at Cin
cinnati in 1893, as a delegate from his Division; also the National Encamp
ment at Davenport in 1894, as delegate-at-large from his Division. At
Davenport he was elected a member of the Council-in-Chief, and at the Na
tional Encampment at Knoxville, in September, 1S95, he was unanimously
elected Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, holding that position at the time of
his death.
Brother Carr was born September 22, 1850, and died July 28, 1896.
“In death a hero, as in life a friend.”
As a testimonial of respect to our dead brother, all brothers of the
Order are hereby ordered to drape their badges in mourning for a period of
thirty days from the reading of this Order in Camp. The charter, altar and
all flags and banners of Camps shall be draped in mourning for a like period.
The badges and side arms of the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief shall
be draped for a period of thirty days from the date of this .Order.
II. The first session of the Fifteenth Annual Encampment of the Com
mandery-in-Chief will convene at 2 o’clock p. m., Tuesday, September S, in
the city of Louisville, Kentucky.
The official Transportation Circular heretofore issued from this office
gives all necessary details as to rates. The New England Passenger Associa
tion, the Trunk Line Association and the Western Passenger Association
have made a rate of one and one-third fare for the round trip upon the cerflcate plan. The Central Passenger Committee and the Southern States Pasoenger Association have made an open rate of one fare for the round trip.
The Commander-in-Chief and party will leave LaCrosse Sunday morn
ing, September 6, over the Missouri Pacific to Kansas City and St. Louis, airiving at Kansas City Sunday evening, and at St. Louis Monday morning,
leaving there at 8:20 a. m. over the Baltimore & Ohio South Western, ar
riving at Louisville at 5:55 that evening.
fihe local committee recommends the following hotels:
,
Galt House (Commandery-in-Chief headquarters), $3.00 per aay.
Louisville Hotel, $3.00 per day and upwards.
Willard Hotel, $2.50 per day.
Victoria Hotel, $2.00 per day.

,

to totod » oto U» Mloto. „r..»

tor a competitive drill to take place during the Encampment.
™st prize, $500.
Second prize, $250.
cha,Partic^ars ’ Regarding the drill may be obtained from Win. Cornwell,
man Citizens Committee, Louisville, Kentucky.
m as arranged
bv
expected that a complete copy of the l
has failed to
rennwJocal committee, could be given in this Older,
g are lal)0ring
hard tb*Jse headquarters up to this date. The local
visiting brothers.
Evpim^v?
royally entertain the Encampment a
Elicampment, for it
2 brother wh0 Possibly can. should attend this Encami
P ^nes4° be a notable one in the history of the Order. ^ ^ Division oi
Indian*’ ?' B* Oglesbee, having been elected Comm Generai. The resigna
tion
*en(lered his resignation as Judge Advoc
cGuire, of IndiauapovS jZT accePted, and Past Commander Newton
installed, will
Wlfidlana’ Wfls appointed to fill the vacancy, and having
.
pectecl and obeyed accordingly.
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IV. The following Division Commanders have been elected and installed
since the issue of General Order No. 3:
Gulf, George H. Tinker, 54 Barrone St., New Orleans.
Michigan, H. E. Cowdin, Rockford.
Vermont, Arthur I. Howe, Brattleboro.
Frank G. Cornwell, Commander-elect of the Division of West Virginia,
has resigned, and A. B. Rule, Senior Vice Commander of the Division, has
been placed in command.
V. Several Division Inspectors and Division Chaplains have not yet for
warded their reports to their respective chiefs—Inspector General F. C.
Stillson, Battle Creek, Michigan, and Chaplain-in-Chief F. B. Cole, Holden
St., Providence, Rhode Island. Such as are delinquent must at once attend
to this duty, or their Divisions will be denied representation in the Louisville
Encampment, September 8-11.
The attention of Division Commanders is especially directed to this mat
ter. See Proceedings of Knoxville Encampment, page 198.
VI. In this, his last official communication through the medium of Gen
eral Orders to the brothers of our beloved organization, the Commander-inChief earnestly desires to call to the attention of the entire membership the
urgent need of the exemplification of practical patriotism in the application
of our principles to the social and political relations we maintain with each
other, with our kindred Orders, with society, and with our country. Faithful,
loyal and true as our patriotic brotherhood has ever been, the great need
of the times is a faithful inculcation and an earnest practice of the principles
of true patriotism as enunciated in our Constitution. If ever this grand gov
ernment should go down it would be in the ashes of a dead patriotism. On
the carrying out of these principles rests not only the well being of the Or
der, but the perpetuity of our country.. God grant that our Order may
grandly grow and that this nation may be. preserved.
The Commander-in-Chief takes this opportunity to most heartily thank
the brothers, one and all, for their cordial co-operation with him in all
affairs relating to the administration of his high and responsible office, and
in the arduous and often complex duties he has been called upon to dis
charge. He would reverently invoke on their behalf the blessings and benisons of the God of Nations, by whose grace we are preserved.
By command of

Official:

•'

ii

*.

W. Ii. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
C. BORIN, Adjutant General.
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CHICAGO, July 11,1896.
W. H. RUSSELL, Commander-in-Chief, S. V., U. S. A., La Crosse, Kansas.
Dear Sir and Brother: I have the honor to submit my report for the quarter
ending June 30, 189G:
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.
CR.

DR.

Cash on hand, as per last re
$ 223
port ..................................
1,G10
Received for supplies.......
Received for P. C. Tax....... . 1,424
Received for Charter Fees . 184
4
Received for Miscellaneous...

07
20
92
00
64

Paid for:
Supplies, including cost of ship
ping......................................$1,455
General expenses.....................
39
Office expenses........................ 186
General orders........................
44
Salaries.................................... 750
Fourteenth National Encamp
ment .................. '.................. 247
8
Miscellaneous..........................
Cash on hand............................ 715

84
40
43
09
00
08
74
25

$3,446 83

$3,44G 83

.$1,766 99

June 30, 189G, supplies on hand, as per inventory
GENERAL ACCOUNT, June 30,1896.
LIABILITIES.

ASSETS.

$ 45
, 664
1,756
. 716

Various Divisions
Furniture............
Supplies..............
Cash....................

65
10
99
25

Various Divisions
Surplus...............

$ 2 44
. 3,179 55

$3,181 99

$3,181 99
PROFIT AND LOSS, JUNE 30, 1896.
GAINS.

LOSSES.

General Orders...
$
Salaries................
Office expenses...
General expenses
Fourteenth National Encamp
ment.......................................
Balance, net gain......................

44
750
18G
39

09
00
43
40

Supplies (profit)
Charter Fees....
P. C. Tax..........

$ 287 03
, 184 00
. 1,424 92

247 08
628 95

$1,395 95

$1,895 95

R. LOEBENSTEIN, Quartermaster General.
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OFFICIAL CIRCULARS.
Official Circular, No. 1.
LA CROSSE, Kansas, November 20, 1895.
ADDRESS TO THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC:
The Sons of Veterans apply to the members of the Grand Army of the
Republic for active support and assistance, and respectfully request a care
ful study of the principles and objects of the Order:
PRINCIPLES.
Section 1. A firm belief and trust in Almighty God, and a realization that
under His beneficent guidance the free institutions of our land, consecrated
by the services and blood of our fathers, have been preserved, and the in
tegrity and life of the Nation maintained.
Sec. 2. True allegiance to the Government of the United States of Amer
ica, based upon a respect for, and devotion and fidelity to, its Constitution
and Laws, manifested by the discountenancing of anything that may tend to
weaken Loyalty, incite to Insurrection, Treason or Rebellion or in any man
ner impair the efficiency and permanency of our National Union.
OBJECTS.
Section 1. To keep green the memories of our fathers, and their sacri
fices for the maintenance of the Union.
Sec. 2. To aid the members of the Grand Army of the Republic and all
honorably discharged Union soldiers, sailors and marines in caring for their
helpless and disabled veterans; to extend aid and protection to their wid
ows and orphans; to perpetuate the memory and history of their heroic
dead, and the proper observance of Memorial Day and Union Defenders’ Day.
Sec. 3. To aid and assist worthy and needy members of our Order.
Sec. 4. To inculcate patriotism and love of country, not only among our
membership, but among all the people of our land, and to spread and sus
tain the doctrine of equal rights, universal liberty, and justice to all.
ELIGIBILITY TO MEMBERSHIP.
Section 1. All male descendants not less than eighteen years of age, of
deceased or honorably discharged soldiers, sailors or marines, who served
in the Union army or navy during the Civil War of 1861-1865, shall be eligi
ble to membership, provided that no person shall be eligible who has ever
been convicted of any infamous crime, or who has, or whose father has,
ever borne arms against the Government of the United States of America.
The Comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic are most earnestly
urged to plant a Camp by the side of every Post of their organization, and to
visit, encourage and assist the Sons of Veterans in increasing their member
ship, and in thus extending their influence throughout the country.
Every eligible young man in the land should be a member of this patri
otic society. It is an inexpensive one; its ritualistic work is simple, yet
beautiful and touching; its motives are pure, and its objects beyond re
proach; its principles are of the loftiest—they inspire within the heart the
highest ideal of Fraternity, awaken the broadest conception of Charity, and
arouse that Loyalty that distinguished our fathers in the war for the preser
vation of the Union. Within its castle walls are sown the seeds of a true
and patriotic American citizenship which shall bear fruit in the future integ
rity of our great Nation, the perpetuity of our free institutions, and the
honor and glory of the flag from which your blood washed the stain of
treason.
Help us build up a society that teaches its members to
“Hunt the flag and stay with it,
Hunt the flag and keep it flying”—

i
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a society that teaches that no higher tribute can be paid to any one than
that he loved and served his country and his God.
ENDORSEMENT OF COMMANDER-TN-CHIEF WALKER.
The following endorsement appears in General Order No. 4 of General I.
N. Walker, Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic:
“The Sons of Veterans are our natural successors in patriotic work. But
a few years will elapse before they will take our places in rendering assist
ance to the Comrades who may survive. It is recommended that every en
couragement be given this organization, and Comrades should lend their in
fluence in establishing Camps where none now exist. The address of W. H.
Russell, their Commander-in-Chief, will soon reach every Post, and it is
recommended to be read at a regular meeting.”
Any information, together with all proper blanks necessary for the for
mation of Camps, may be obtained from the Division Commander in your
State, or from these headquarters.
Thanking you for your most valuable assistance in the past, we are,
Faithfully Yours,
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant General.
Official Circular No. 2:

LA CROSSE, Kansas, July 27, 1896.
Section 1. Division Commanders are directed, immediately upon receipt
of this circular, to forward two copies to each Camp in their respective Di
visions, and one copy to each Officer, Past Officer and Delegate from their
Divisions, who are entitled to a seat in the Fifteenth Annual Encampment
of the Commandery-in-Chief, and one copy to each Alternate to aforesaid
Delegates.
Sec. 2. The following report of the National Committee on Transporta
tion will explain rates and transportation arrangements authorized by various
Passenger Associations on account of the Fifteenth Annual Encampment of
the Commandery-in-Chief, to be held in the City of Louisville, Ky., Sept. 8
to 11. 1896.
NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION,
FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT
COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, S. V., U. S. A.
CHICAGO, July 25, 1896.
C. BORIN, Adjutant General S. V., U. S. A., La Crosse, Kansas:
Dear Sir and Brother—I have the honor to report the following rates,
limits and transportation arrangements made by the various Traffic Associa
tions on account of our Fifteenth National Encampment, Louisville, Ky.,
Sept. S to 11, 1896.
NEW ENGLAND PASSENGER ASSOCIATION.
(Territory—New England States.)
Rate—One and one-third fare upon certificate plan. Purchasers of tick
ets from this territory will present themselves at ticket office at least thirty
minutes before departure of trains, purchase ticket to Louisville (paying full
fare therefor), and BE SURE to secure certificate of purchase from the
ticket agent. Should the agent have no certificates, buy local ticket to near
est important station, and comply with foregoing instructions.
Tickets will be on sale Sept. 4 to 10, and will be good for return passage
on any train leaving Louisville after the close of meeting and not later than
midnight of Sept. 15. Don’t forget your Certificate.
TRUNK LINE ASSOCIATION.
(Territory—Lines east of Buffalo and Salamanca, N. Y.; Pittsburg, Pa.; Bellaire, 0.; Wheeling, Parkersburg and Charleston, W. Va.
New England States excepted.)

II

84

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

I

Rate—One and one-third fare upon certificate plan. Regulations and
limits are identical with those of New England Passenger Association, enu
merated above. Don’t forget your Certificate.
WESTERN PASSENGER ASSOCIATION.
(Territory—Points west of Chicago and Peoria, 111, and St. Louis, Mo.)
Rate—One and one-third fare upon certificate plan. Regulations and
limits are identical with those of New England Passenger Association, enu
merated above. Don’t forget your Certificate.
CENTRAL PASSENGER COMMITTEE.
(Territory—North of Ohio River and from Buffalo, N. Y., and Pittsburg,
Pa., west to Chicago and Peoria, 111., and St. Louis, Mo.)
Rate—One fare for the round trip. Buy round trip ticket from starting
point to Louisville and return. No certificate is necessary, unless agent
refuses to sell round trip at one-fare rate, in which event insist upon receipt
for amount paid. Tickets will be on sale Sept. 7 and 8, good going only
on date of sale as stamped on back by selling agent, and to reach Louisville
not later than 3 p. m. Sept. 9, and good returning to initial point of ticket
not later than midnight of Sept. 13.
SOUTHERN STATES PASSENGER ASSOCIATION.
(Territory—South of the Ohio River.)
Rate—One fare for the round trip. Buy round trip ticket from starting
point to Louisville and return. No certificate necessary, unless agent refuses
to sell round trip at one-fare rate, in which event insist upon receipt for
amount paid. Tickets will be on sale Sept. 6 and 7, limited for return to
Sept. 15, 1S96.
In view of the fact that all roads interested have joined in the above
rates, your Committee respectfully recommends that no “official routes” be
designated.
Fraternally yours,
R. LOEBENSTEIN,
Chairman National Committee on Transportation.
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Sec. 3. Any further information desired may be obtained from the mem
bers of the National Transportation Committee: R. Loebenstein, Chairman,
84 La Salle St., Chicago; J. V. B. Clarkson, 40 Broadway, New York City;
Hon. A. W. Jones, Youngstown, Ohio; Geo. W. Knowlton, 19 Pearl St., Bos
ton; Louis E. Schroder, Holly Park, San Francisco, Cal.
By Command of
W. H. RUSSELL,
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant General.
Commander-In-Chief.
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SPECIAL ORDERS.
Special Orders, No. 1:
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LA CROSSE, Kansas, October 9, 1895.
TO ARTHUR B. SPINK, COMMANDER RHODE ISLAND DIVISION, S. V.,
U. S. A., PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND:
Dear Sir and Brother—You are hereby authorized and directed on be
half of the Commander-in-Chief to duly install Brother F. Bradford Cole as
Chaplain-in-Chief of the Order for the present administration, upon his ac
ceptance of said appointment and presentation to you for installation;
and this Special Order shall be your authority for so doing. You will re
port to the Commander-in-Chief all of your acts performed by virtue of this
Fraternally yours in F. C. and L.,
order.
W. H. RUSSELL,
Official: H. V. SPEELMAN, Adjutant General.
Commander-in-Chief.

*
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Special Orders, No. 2:
LA CROSSE, Kansas, October 9, 1895.
Past Captain Harry T. Moore of Camp 6, Division of Illinois, is hereby
detailed as Assistant Quartermaster General and will report to the Quarter
master General for orders.
By Command of
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: H. V. SPEELMAN, Adjutant General.
Special Orders, No. 3:
LA CROSSE, Kansas, October 9, 1895.
TO L. B. PRICE, SENIOR VICE COMMANDER KANSAS DIVISION, S. V.,
U. S. A., MULVANE, KANSAS:
Dear Sir and Bro.—You are hereby authorized and commissioned to in
stall Brother H. W. Huffman as Commander of the Kansas Division, S. V.,
U. S. A., he having been duly elected to said position by the Division Coun
cil, to fill the vacancy and to serve for the unexpired term caused by the
resignation of Commander W. H. Russell, who was, at the Knoxville En
campment, elected and installed as Commander-in-Chief. This shall be your
authority and you will report your acts by virtue of this order to these
Headquarters.
By Command of
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: H. V. SPEELMAN, Adjutant General.
Special Order, No. 4:

LA CROSSE, Kansas, Oct. 19, 1S95.
Past Captain H. A. Russell of Camp No. 223, Division of Kansas, is here
by detailed as Assistant Adjutant General, and will report to the Adjutant
General forthwith for orders.
By Command of
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: H. V. SPEELMAN, Adjutant General.
Special Order, No. 5:

LA CROSSE, Kansas, Nov. 16, 1895.
H. V. Speelman, having tendered his resignation as Adjutant General on
Nov. 9tli, 1895, to take effect Nov. 16th, and the same haying been accepted,
1 do now therefore appoint Columbus Borin, of the Division of Kansas, Ad
jutant General, to fill the vacancy caused by the said resignation, and he
will be respected and obeved accordingly, with rank from Nov. 16th, 1S95.
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: H. A. RUSSELL, Assistant Adjutant General.
Special Order, No. 6:

LA CROSSE, Kansas, Dec. 4, 1895.
Brothers Grant W. Harrington and Rev. Frederick B. Cole having tend
ered their resignations as Assistant Inspectors General, and the same hav
ing been accepted, I hereby appoint Past Colonel W. B. McArthur, of Lincoln,
Nebraska, as Assistant Inspector General to inspect the Headquarters of
the Division of Nebraska, and Colonel Arthur B. Spink, of Providence, Rhode
Island, to inspect the Headquarters of the Division of Connecticut, to fill
the vacancies caused by the said resignations. Generals McArthur and
Spink will be respected and obeyed accordingly, with rank from Dec. 4, 1895.
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant General.

I
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Special Order, No. 7:

LA CROSSE, Kansas, March 30, 1S96.
Harry T. Moore has resigned the office of Assistant Quartermaster Gen
eral, and his resignation is hereby accepted. Lieutenant Fred J. Sanford is
hereby appointed Assistant Quartermaster General to fill the vacancy, and
■will be respected and obeyed accordingly, with rank from March 30, 1896.
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant General.
Special Order, No. 8:

LA CROSSE, Kansas, July 7, 1896.
Commander Frank G. Cornwell, of the Division of West Virginia, having
resigned, and the resignation having been accepted, Senior Vice Commander
A. B. Rule, of Clarksburg, West Virginia, is hereby placed in command and
ordered to convene the Division Council for the purpose of electing a Di
vision Commander. He will be respected and obeyed accordingly.
By Command of
W. H. RUSSELL
Commander-in-Chiel’.
Official: C. BORIN. Adjutant General.
Special Order, No. 9:
R. B. Oglesbee, having been elected Commander of the Division of Indi
ana, has resigned his position as Judge Advocate General. The resignation
has been accepted, and Past Division Commander Newton J. McGuire, of In
dianapolis, Indiana, is hereby appointed Judge Advocate General to fill the va
cancy. He will be respected and obeyed accordingly.
By command of
W. H. RUSSELL,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official: C. BORIN, Adjutant General.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Adjutant General’s report will
take the usual course. The Chair is informed that a committee of ladies
representing the Woman’s Relief Corps of the City of Louisville, or the
Department of Kentucky, are in attendance and desire to be admitted to ex
tend greetings to the Commandery-in-Chief. What is the pleasure of the
Commandery?
RECEPTION OF COMMITTEE FROM THE WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS.
L. W. KENNEDY, of Colorado: Commander, I move that we take recess and admit the ladies.
GEO. F. WOLZ, of Nebraska: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
All those in favor of the motion will give their assent by the usual voting
sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The mo
tion seems to be, and is carried.
The Chair will appoint as a committee to receive the ladies:
Surgeon General Dan S. Gardner, of Ohio. Chairman;
H. E. Cowdin, of Michigan:
Z. C. Green, of South Dakota.
The Encampment is now in recess.
The Committee representing the Womans’ Relier Corps, Mrs. Nelnklrk,
Chairman, entered, escorted by the Committee appointed to receive them.
THE COMMANDER-TN-CTIIEF: Brothers. T have the pleasure of Intro
ducing Mrs. Nelnklrk. Past National President of the Womans’ Relief Corps.
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MRS. NEINKIRK’S REMARKS.
MRS. NEINKIRK: Commander, and Sons of Veterans, it affords me
great pleasure to be with you this afternoon. I am very proud to say that
we of the Relief Corps realize that as our organization passes away, and as
the- Grand Army passes away, you and your sister society must step forward
and do our work. I have just returned from St. Paul, and am hardly rested
from the trip, but I desire to tell you something of our treatment there dur
ing the Encampment of the G. A. R. We were royally welcomed. Every
thing was done that could be done to make our stay pleasant, and my suc
cessor was there elected, as you know.
I desire particularly to speak to you concerning the action that we took
in regard to the Andersonville Prison property. There may be some of you
old enough to have been in the service and been even in the Andersonville
prison. We have had the matter under discussion for quite a while. Some
time ago the Commander of the Department of Georgia announced that
their Department could no longer take care of the Andersonville prison
property. The subject was brought before us, but we hesitated about taking
charge of it. The Grand Army, who we think can advise us on all subjects,
thought it was most too big a thing for us to take hold of. The matter
rested for a year or two, but this year in our Convention we were asked to
take it off the hands of the Georgia Department of the Grand Army. There
was a mortgage on the property and the Womans’ Relief Corps raised $672
to help pay off that debt; and we were asked to take charge of it. Our
president, Mrs. Turner, visited Andersonville a month ago and went over the
property, and I wish you could have heard her when she came back. Per
haps some of you don’t know her. She is one of our loyal women, not a
soldier’s wife or daughter, but a good, loyal woman who is willing to come
in and give her time and money to the work. She visited this place, and
when she came back she begged us with tears in her eyes to take charge
of it and preserve it as a monument to the brave soldiers who suffered and
died there. She told us how more soldiers lost their lives in that prison
than fell on any one battle field during the war. She told us of that
spring that was brought forth there by such a miracle; and when she con
cluded, we with one accord decided to take charge of that property and take
care of it. We are going to build a stockade there, not of stone, but a
wooden one, around the twenty-five acres on the lines where the old stock
ade was built, so that parties visiting there may be able to form some idea
of how it looked during the war. We feel that our work is progressing. We
are proud of our Order. We are proud to aid the Grand Army, proud and
glad to do everything that we can to aid them; and I wanted to come and
say to you, the Sons of the Soldiers of the Grand Army, that we bid you wel
come to our Southern City. Although a Buckeye myself, I have learned to
love this State and this City, and I feel that the coming of the Grand Army
and the Womans’ Relief Corps to Louisville last year has been a blessing
to us. It has brought the two organizations before the people so that they
realize what we are. Why, when we were talking about decorating this
city last year, just before the Grand Army came, a lady friend of mine, a
soldier’s wife and a good loyal woman, told me of a remark that one lady
made here in Louisville. She went to ask my friend about decorating, and
she said she didn’t feel like she cared to decorate very much; she didn’t
really want to decorate; but she said she had been told that if she didn’t
decorate, the old soldiers would come down here, and when they found her
house without any decorations on it. they would tear it down over her head.
Now just think of people living in a place like this, with ideas of that kind
about the old soldiers. I think to-day they understand it better than they
did before the Grand Army met here. I am glad they came last year, and I
am glad you are here to-day. I bid you welcome to our city, and we hope
your stay may be pleasant and profitable. (Applause.)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Ladies, we thank you for your words
of welcome and of fraternal love, and bid you God-speed in your work for
the old soldier. We are engaged in the same work ourselves, and we are
Slad to have your assistance and eo-operatiou.
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MRS. NEINKIRK: And, Commander; I just want to say, in addition
to what I have said, that I have joined the Ladies’ Aid Society, so that I
can work with you and your sisters. (Applause.)
The Committee retired, escorted by the Committee appointed for that
purpose.
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REPORT OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL.

=
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The next business in order is the re
port of the Quartermaster General.
The Quartermaster General read his report, as follows:
IT EADQUARTERS Co MM AX DERY-IN-ClJ IEF,
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.
Quartermaster General’s Department,
84 La Salle St., Chicago, Sept. 1, 1896.
To W. H. RUSSELL, Commander-in-Chief:
Sir:—I have the honor to submit my report of the business of the Quarter
master-General’s Department for the year ending August 31st, 1896:
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Report Supplemental to Report to 14th Annual Encampment.
Cash on hand, as shown by report
... $ 50.23
Paid for General Expenses............
.... 104.10
“ Office Expenses...............
.... 317.70
.... 053.38
*• Expenses 14th Annual Encampment..
....
55.09
44 General Orders............... .................
.... 250.00
“ Salaries..............................................
....
93.75
“ Traveling Expenses...........................
Balance cash on hand at beginning of administration............

!

Receipts and Expenditures from SeptemberIOtii, 1895, to August 31st, isoo.
Receipts.
§ 211.95
Cash on hand...............................................
.§5,509.45
“ received for Supplies...........................
“
•*
•• Per Capita Tax.................
■. wra-S
475.00
“ Charter Fees...................
. 500.00
“from Loebenstein (advanced).
“
“ Minnesota Division........
• S.-'
•*
“ California Division........
“
“ Washington Division —
1.08
12,563.64
*•
“ Michigan Division..........
§12,775.89
Total Casli Receipts.........

IS

Expenditures
Expenses of the 14th Aunual Encampment, in addition to those
paid by preceding administration: .......... $
W. S. Garber, Stenographer...............................
Proceedings..........................................................
Postage on Proceedings......................................
Boxes and Drayage on Proceedings.....................
Expenses Blue Book Committee..........................
44
Transportation Committee (1S95)..........
Traveling Expenses:—
Commander-In-Chief............................................
Adjutant-General ............................................
Supplies :—
Badges and Decorations
Camp and Division Supplies
Cost of Shipping..................
- Wrapping Paper, Twine, Etc.
Electrotypes, Etc....... ..........

74.15
9,15
35.15
0.40

§

000.43

................ $ 123.30
..................
23.10

§

146.40

§3,102.40

1,313.24
179.59
14.89
25.05

§ 4,095.17

REPORT OF TEE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL.
Office Expenses:—
Rent, Commandery Headquarters...................
“ Q. M. General’s Headquarters................
Light, Fuel and Toilet Supplies, Commandery..
Telegrams and Express, Commandery Headquarters...
“
*•
Q. M. General.........................
Postage, Commandery Headquarters...........................
“
Q. M. General Headquarters... .....................
Stationery, all National Officers...................................
“
Commandery Headquarters.......................
Q. M. General..............................................
Stenographer (unpaid bill of preceding administration).
Miscellaneous.................................................................
It

$ 115.00
330.00
27.91
23.47
GG.G7
2G.56
1G7.40
Cl .05
91.50
14.10
12.78
10.00

19.71

S 9GG.15

General Expenses:
.$ 185.34
Moving Commandery Headquarters.....................
150.00
Gold Star for Commauder-in-Chlef.......................
1G.00
Commandery Ribbon............................................
9.10
' Blanks furnished free to Divisions........................
P. W. & C. S. and Secret Work Blanks.................
Insurance Furniture. Commandery Headquarters.
U. D. and Memorial Day Programmes.................
2,000 Lithographed Charters..................................
Binders and Record Books............................................
Inspector-General’s F.xpeuses.................................................
Testimonial to Commander-1 n-Chlef (G. A. 11.) Adams...........
Binding Proceedings................................................................
2.50
Rosters Division Commanders.................................................
8.75
Miscellaneous............................................................................

S G85.S1
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Salaries...............................
General Orders....................
15th Annual Encampment..
Furniture.............................
R. Loebensleln, repaid him
Uowlov Claim....................................
Miscellaneous (refunds, etc.)...............
Total Expenditures...
Balauco Cash on hand.
Supplies on hand, inventoried at cost.

:

$ 2*ZM

•S.-S

oooloij
,$11,348.57
1,427.32

,$ 1,525.39

The financial condition of the Commaudery-in-Chief on September 19th,
1890, was as follows:—
General Account, September 19th, 1S95.
Cr.
Liabilities.
Dr
Assets.
$ 236.40
Furniture.................................
$ 040.35 A. P. Davis...............
,68
Due
to
Divisions.......
Supplies...................................
. 1,503.80
2,653.90
. 211.95 Surplus.....................
Due from Divisions aiid others
. 539.SS
$2,895.98
$2,895.98

I

The financial condition of the Commandery-in-Chief at the close of business
August 81st, 189G, was as follows:—
i’

l)r.
Furniture............
Supplies.............
Cash....................
California............
Indiana...............
Kansas..............
Michigan............
Oregon................
South Dakota.
Washington.......
Gulf............

General account, August 31st, 1890.
Liabilities.
Assets.
Colorado..................
......$ 597.09
...... 1,525.39
Iowa........................
Kentucky................
....... 1,427.32
Massachusetts.........
.02
Nebraska................
27.51
Pennsylvania..........
19.35
Rhode Island...........
.00
Vermont..................
1.37
.05
W. Virginia.............
Surplus...................
.00
0.42
$3,005.84

.$

Cr.
.75
.15
LOO
2.05
.10
.03
.21

.29
.02

3,001.24
$3,005.84

. *
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i
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The account of Profit and Lose from September let, 1895, to August 31et
1896, is as follows
Profit and Loss. September 1st. 1895, to August 31st. 1S9C.
Or.
Losses.
Gains.
Dr.
475.00
By Charier Fees.........................
To Supplies (obsolete forms destroyed)?
. . 5.692.65
" Per Capita Tax....................
•"
(Insurance ou same).........
*-3. SO
980.31
•• Furniture (mper cen. reduction).. GO.41
••Bfflw(NetLnss):::::::::::: ....
... OSS.97
•* Ofilce Expenses...................
“ General Expenses................
“ General Orders...................
• •a.oco.oo
•• Salaries.................................
•* Traveling Expenses
.......
•• I4tli National Encampment..
•• 15th
" Rowley Claim............. ........
$7,745.93
~7.74-.93
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*$93.75 of tills amount incurred by preceding administration.

II
Comparative Table of Receipts.
lS93-'94.
....... $ 1 083.0-1
Received from Predecessor.........
....... 5.214.17
for Supplies..................
•»
....... G 493.10
“ Per Capita Tax......
Charier t-ee-..........
.......
319 50
.......
849.62
“ Miscellaneous.........
$13,459.49

!
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1895-90.
$ 211.95
5,599.45
0.072.29
475.00
807.20
$12,775.89

18'J4-’9'>.

1895-’9G.
(A) $ 1,072.80
CC0.43
146.40
2.G95.G0
1,313.24

Comparative Table of Expenditures,
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1894-’95.
$ 1.494.CO
6,615.52
0.219 £0
lC4.nO
405.SO
$14,259.18

:

1$93-’9I.
Debts of Preceding Administration.................................. -$.........
Expenses of preceding Annual Meeting, in addition to
SlO.CHj
those paid by preceding administration
4S3.65
Traveling Expenses of Commander-In-Chief and Start.......
Supplies: —
...... 2J22.C0
Badges and Decorations................ ..............
...... 1.193.94
Camp and Division Supplies...........................
Cost of Shipment lit).....................................
sc. 32
Wrapping Paper. Insurance. Etc— ............
Furniture................................... ..........................
330.21
General Orders....................................................
3.000.00
Salaries................................................................
Office Expenses:—
830.00
Rent............................................
.........
Telegrams, Postage and Stationery <C».........
51.70
Miscellau
General Expenses:—
Tranter Commandery lleadunarters..........................
5g. 43
19.75
Records........................................................................
299.70
Miscellaneous...............................................................
105.50
Stationery...........................................................................
70.23
Telegraphing......................................................................
102.40
1 ostago ............................ ......... . .............................
185.22
Cost of Shipping Supplies and other extra charges..........
374.29
Other Items........................................................................
Totals................ ................... ............. $10,754.38
(A) Includes the amount paid on account - llowley Claim.
(B) Included In express item.
(C) Included In telegraph, postage and stationery items.

?

783.43
193.07
3.453.40
1.751 10
47.58
173.50
291.93
3.000.00
830.00
81-75
34.40
350.OS
174.89
80.17
271 08
303.72
398.32
$12,222.02

39.94
23.75
28t.90
2.750.00
445.00
81.09
185.34
20.85
n|
228!45
199.59
532.90
$11,348.57

The amount of cash ou hand at the beginning of the present administration was
$211.95. The surplus account had a cr-dit of $2,658.90. From this surplus it is
but justice to deduct the amounts subsequently paid on account of the Rowley
Claim, inasmuch as the amount of said claim became a liability of the Command*
ery-in-Chief by action of the Knoxville Encampment. Deducting the $600.06 paid
to settle the above named liability, leaves the actual surplus at the beginning of
this administration $2,052.81. We had on hand at the close of business on August
81st, 1896, $1,427.32 in cash, and a surplus of $3,001.24.
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It8houldbe understood that this creditable showing has been made possible
only by unusual effort upon the part of those in charge of the affairs of the Order
duriug the year now closing, and while this Department has endeavored to reduce
expenses wherever possible, I am cognizant of the cause of the larger part of the
saving and am anxious that proper credit should be given where credit is due.
Commauder-in Chief Russell and Adjutant-General Borin have given to the order
an administration of economy and frugality that will ever stand as an example
worthy of emulation by those who are to succeed them in their positions of re
sponsibility and trust. They have labored unceasingly to meet necessary expend
itures with inadequate revenues, and that success has crowned their efforts the
preceding tabular reports will, upon a careful examination, clearly show.
It is a matter of regret that our financial condition during the year has pre
cluded the publication of the Blue Book as ordered by the Knoxville Encamp
ment. At no time during the year lias there been a sufficient amount of money on
hand, over and above liabilities then about due, to permit contracting for this work,
and the Commander iu-Chief agreed with me that it were better to defer publica
tion than to chauce embarrassing the fiuunces oi the order.
Divisions are indebted to tlm Commanderv-in-Chief as follows: California,
02c.; Gulf, $0.42: “Indiana, $27.51; ^Kansas, $19.35; *.Michigan, 06c.; Oregon,
$1.37; *6outh Dakota, Ooc.; Washington, GGc.; and the following Divisions have
balances due them: Colorado, 75c.; Iowa. 15c.; Kentucky, $1.00; Massachusetts,
$2.05; Nebraska, 05c.; Pennsylvania, 03c.: Rhode Island, 2lc.; Vermont, 29c.; West
Virginia, 02c.
Notwithstanding the fact that we have sold $1,136.07 less of supplies this year
than last, the profit on supplies has increased from $015.84 to $9s9.31.
1 have received the bonds, duly approved by the Commander in-Chief, of all
Divisiou Commanders elected during the current year, the bond of the Division
Commander of Oregon excepted.
I have no recommendations to make relative to chances in blanks in use by
the Order, aud am pleased to bo able to report that experience has proven the
wisdom of the changes recommended to aud authorized by the last session of the
Commandery-in-Chief.
In closing this, my fourth annual report to the Commandery-iu-Chief, I would
be untrue to myself did I fail to express my appreciation of the pleasant relations
which have existed between General Russell and his staff.
To the members of the staff and to the Couucil-in-Chief I am grateful for the
fraternal spirit manifested upon all occasions, aud for their uuiform courtesy 10 me.
And to Commander-in-Chief Russell and Adjutant General Borin I am deeply
indebted for many acts of kindness, and I beg to assure them that the personal
friendship that has existed between us for many years has been made dearer to me
by our being associated in the work of the Order during the year, and that their
friendship is prized by me as one of life’s brightest jewels. May their walks be
laid in pleasant places, and may their efforts be ever attended with the same suc
cess that they have achieved in the administration of the affairs of the Order of
Sous of Veterans.
Fraternally yours, in F., C. aud L.
R. LOEBENSTEIN,
Quartermaster-General.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The report of the Quartermaster Gen
eral will take the usual course and be referred to the Committee on Officers’
Reports. The next business in order is the report of the Inspector Gen
eral, Fred C. Stillson.
The Inspector General read his report, as follows:
INSPECTOR GENERAL’S REPORT.
BATTLE CREEK, Mich., Sept. 5, 1896.
WILLIAM H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. AND BROTHERS OF
THE COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF;
Gentlemen—The General Order of Commander-in-Chief Russell, No. 7,
of 1S95, contained the instructions and detail for the inspection of the Various Division Headquarters.
'!Tal<l prior t<> meeting of this Encampment.
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The corrected list of Assistant Inspectors General follows, and to those
Brothers, in this public manner. I now desire to tender my thanks for their
most effective services:
Inspector.
Division.
...........W. R. Cooper.
Alabama and Tennessee.........
...........Frank C. Shipley.
California
...........P. F. Ackerman.
Colorado
...........Arthur B. Spink.
Connecticut
...........James Lewis, Jr.
Gulf
...........Frederick C. Stillson.
Illinois
...........Frederick C. Stillson.
Indiana
...........C. E. McColley.
Iowa
...........H. V. Speelman.
Kansas
...........L. Yern Williams.
Kentucky
...........Walter S. Willey.
Maine
...........E. R. Campbell.
Maryland
...........L. J. Macy.
Massachusetts
...........Frederick C. Stillson.
Michigan
...........E. H. Milham.
Minnesota
...........J. J. Speaker.
Missouri
...........W. B. McArthur.
Nebraska
...........S. A. Pickering.
New Hampshire
...........W. B. McNulty.
New Jersey
.......... Frederick C. Stillson.
New York
...........Will A. Field.
Ohio
.............W. W. Sparks.
Oregon
............ E. R. Campbell.
Pennsylvania
............ G. E. Cox.
Rhode Island
............ L. D. Lyon.
South Dakota
............ Frank L. Greene.
Vermont
............ H. L. Wells.
Washington
............ F. W. Myers.
West Virginia
............ W. J. Patton.
Wisconsin
From the reports made by these ollicials, we gather the following facts:
1—Each and every Division has a Charter.
2— All of the Divisions have a regularly adopted set of by-laws except
the Gulf, and they all accord with the C. R. & R., except in Michigan and
New Hampshire.
3—Records are complete except in the following Divisions: Kansas,
Michigan, Oregon, Vermont and Wisconsin have no written up Black Books.
The Ledger of the Rhode Island and Wisconsin Divisions were incomplete,
as well as the Adjutant’s Cash Book in Wisconsin, and the records of Di
vision Council and Encampment proceedings in New Jersey.
4—The Quartermasters of Oregon and Wisconsin do not keep an ac
count with each Camp as provided for.
5 and 6—The Gulf Division seems to suffer on these two questions, as
it has not forwarded reports due Commandery-in-Chief Headquarters, nor
were their Division accounts properly kept and receipts for money issued.
7—Indiana heads the list of Divisions reporting indebtedness with the
greatest amount, viz., $500.00, while Kentucky owes $20.75, the least amount.
The total indebtedness of Divisions is $1,213.05.
8—Every Division reported cash on hand excepting California, Gulf and
Nebraska. Pennsylvania had the most, $6S8.25 and Iowa the least, or $1.04.
The total amount of cash was $3,540.28.
9—There was no Division without supplies, and the total amount of
them was $1,566.08.
10—The Division of Washington was the only one reported as having
supplies other than of current Issue.
11—Each Division had filed, as provided for in the C. R. & R., a Bond
for $2,000.00, by its Commander, except the Gulf, whose Commander gave a
Bond for $4,000.00, and Maryland, from which no Bond by its Commander,
had been given.
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12—All Division Quartermasters have given Bonds except those of the
Divisions of Gulf, Oregon, Ohio and Wisconsin, for amounts ranging from
$500.00 to $2,000.00.
13—The total amount of salaries paid the different Adjutants is $2,681.00,
and the Quartermasters receive in salaries $2,351.00. Eight of the Divisions
pay their Adjutants nothing, and nine of the Quartermasters work for glory
alone. The average salary to Adjutants is $92.45, and to Quartermasters is
$81.07. Pennsylvania expends annually the greatest amount for salaries by
paying the Adjutant and Quartermaster $400.00 and $300.00, respectively.
14 and 15—There were 34,848 members in good standing in 1,372 Camps,
an average of about 25 members to each Camp in the Order.
16 and 17—The total number of Camps organized is 4,494, and of those
3,122 have been disbanded.
15 and 19—One thousand three hundred and sixty-six Camps have
been suspended and not reinstated, of which number 370 were during tho
past year.
20—The answers to this question indicate a universal observance of
Memorial Day in conjunction with the G. A. R. Kentucky rendered especial
service at the National Grind Army Encampment in Louisville in 1895, and
Massachusetts donated $50.00 to the Soldiers’ Home and $100.00 to the Andersonville Flag Fund.
21—Field Days were held in the Divisions of Nebraska, New York, Iowa
and Rhode Island only.
22, 23 and 24—Most fortunately every Division in the Order gives prompt
attention to all correspondence and to Camp requisitions, while all General
Orders of the Commander-in-Chief are promptly mailed to Camps.
25—Alabama and Tennessee seems to be the only Division in which the
Commander and his staff are not familiar with the secret work.
26—Alabama and Tennessee, New Jersey and the Gulf Divisions report
the issuance of no circulars to, nor correspondence, the past year, with G.
A. R. Posts relative to organization of new Camps.
27—Alabama and Tennessee reports a desire for more hearty support
from the G. A. R., while California reports sympathy with our Order in por
tions of the State only; in all other Divisions the relations are very help
ful and cordial.
28 and 29—Sympathy is due to the Brothers of the Alabama and Tennes
see, California, Connecticut, Gulf, Kentucky, Nebraska, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island and South Dakota Divisions because no Ladies’ Aid Societies
are organized in their Divisions. In all other Divisions these Societies are in
existence and reported of most material advantage to our Order.
30—The Social feature of the Order predominates in a majority of the
Divisions; those which take the most interest in Military matters are Cali
fornia, Connecticut, Kansas. Kentucky, Minnesota, Nebraska, New York,
Rhode Island and South Dakota.
31 and 32—The cost of Charters ranges from $12.00, in the Gulf Division,
to $35.00 in Pennsylvania, for which amount Camps paraphernalia is included
with Charter and Camp Packet.
33—The total cost of these inspections was $192.49, an average of $6.63,
or 15 cents per Division less than last year.
CAMP INSPECTIONS.
This, the first complete report on the Inspection of Camps under use
of new Three Degree Ritual, will doubtless prove instructive if not interest
ing. By a dint of continuous correspondence and telegraphing the report
from every Division Inspector is in my hands, but two of them, those from
West Virginia and the Gulf, arrive too late to be incorporated in the tables
prepared showing averages and percentages. I believe this is the first time
in several years that every Division has been represented in the report of
the Inspector General. The first Division to mail report, which was re
ceived by me January 6tli, was Rhode Island, and it was not only the first
report received, but an absolutely correct one. Out of the 1,393 Camps re
ported as in good standing, 1,0S7 of them, or 7$ per cent, were inspected.
In the following Divisions every Camp was inspected: California, Maine,
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Rhode Island and Vermont. Indiana, unfortunately, makes the poorest
showing in this respect, but 20 per cent of the Camps in that Division being
inspected.
1—Out of the number reporting, 248 Captains have committed all of
their work, 295 have it learned so well that they are marked “Good,” 31*1
have a mark of “Fair,” and 243 of them can be marked but “Poor.” 43 per
cent of the Captains in Massachusetts have a mark of “Excellent,” that
being the best percentage. New Hampshire is a close second with 42 per
cent, while Oregon is distanced, none of the Captains having completely
committed their work.
2—Two hundred and ninety First Lieutenants are fully conversant with
their work; 274 are “Good,” 245 “Fair,” and 275 are “Poor.” Again does
Massachusetts lead with a percentage of 43 for “Excellent” work, while Ore
gon can receive no mark in the percentage table on this point.
3—The Second Lieutenants do not seem to be inclined to prepare their
portions of the Ritual as well as do the First Lieutenants, as but 273 of
them are perfect, 256 are “Good," 270 are “Fair,” and 287 are “Poor.” New
Hampshire’s percentage for “Excellent” is the highest, viz., 52 per cent.
4—Unfortunately, I think, but 20S of the Chaplains considered the spirit
ual welfare of their Camps of sufficient importance to commit to memory the
part assigned to them in the Ritual; 218 were marked “Good,” 259 were
“Fair,” and 338 were “Poor.” Massachusetts, with a percentage of 32, is the
highest on “Excellent” work, with California and New Hampshire each 31.
There does not seem to be a Chaplain in Colorado, Oregon or South
Dakota who is correct in his work.
5—Two hundred and eighty-five Sergeants of the Guard have learned their
important work in the Ritual; 295 of them know it well enough to be marked
“Good,” 204 of them are “Fair,” while 2S3 are “Poor.” Connecticut and Mas
sachusetts tie on a percentage of 35 of “Excellent” Sergeants, while Oregon
fails to indicate any percentage.
6—The officers are sufficiently interested in their work in 285 Camps to
be regular in their attendance at meetings; 371 are marked “Good,” 372
Camps are marked “Fair,” and 102 are "Poor.” Rhode Island has a per
centage of 69 on “Excellent.”
7—Three hundred and ninety-five Camps report a gain during the Iasi
year, and Rhode Island leads in this matter, with a percentage of 53.
8—In 854 Camps the records are complete and well kept.
9—“Excellent” is the mark given to 586 Camps on their appearance, and
I think the Order is to be congratulated over that fact; 325 are “Good,” 132
are “Fair,” and 84 are “Poor.” The percentage of Massachusetts for “Excel
lent” is 72, while Connecticut and Rhode Island are each 69.
10—Of the whole number of Quartermaster Sergeants, 8S7 have filed
th^ir bonds and financial matters receive prompt attention; 92 per cent of
these Sergeants have filed their bonds in Rhode Island, and over 80 per
cent of them are filed in Maine and Massachusetts.
11—Five hundred and sixty-seven Camps report their officers uniformed,
while 4S7 are uniformed to some extent. Every officer in the Rhode Island
Division is reported as uniformed, while Oregon fails to report a uniform.
12—The officers of 469 Camps receive a marking of “Excellent” on their
General Appearance, while 283 are “Good,” 168 are “Fair,” and 131 are
“Poor.” Massachusetts leads with 86 per cent, its officers making an “Ex
cellent” appearance. Indiana suffers by our computations, showing a per
centage of but 6.
13—Proper equipments and furnishing are found in 921 Camp rooms,
while 164 of them are “Good,” 63 are “Fair,” and 49 are “Poor.” Again
does Massachusetts lead with a percentage of 96 on “Excellent.”
14—The members of the Staff in 547 Camps are provided with proper
Chevrons, and in 403 Camps none are to bo found. Every non-commissioned
officer in Rhode Island is provided with the insignia of his rank, while in
the Division of Alabama and Tennessee but 6 per cent are so provided.
15—In 488 Camps every member is uniformed, while they are uniformed
to some extent in 557 Camps. The best showing on this point is made by
Massachusetts with 88 per cent, and Rhode Island with 85 per cent of uni
formed members. Uniforms do not seem to be in fashion in Colorado, as
none are worn there.
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16—For some inexplicable reason, badges are presented to recruits at
their muster in only 0-13 Camps. Why the remainder of the Camps fail in
this respect I can not imagine. Several Divisions have a percentage of 100
on this point, so I will not make specific mention of same.
17—In 94 per cent of the Camps the General Orders are regularly read
and filed in the Camps. No Division has a percentage of 100 on this ques
tion, as it seems as though there should be, but several have over 90
per cent.
18—The memory of those dead heroes, our fathers and their comrades
in arms, was observed by 1007 Camps on Memorial Day; 100 per cent, or
every Camp in Rhode Island, and 98 per cent of the Camps in Massachusetts,
si most delightful showing, turned out. The percentages in other Divisions
are very good, many having over 80.
19—Eight, hundred and twenty-seven Camps forwarded their quarterly
reports and dues to Division Headquarters promptly, while 161 were more
or less delinquent in this respect. Fortunately for the Divisions of Rhode
Island and Vermont, none of their Camps failed in this respect.
20—I consider it a favorable indication that 968 Camps, or 90 per cent
of them, forwarded promptly their Chaplain’s and Surgeon's reports. Not a
Camp in California. Rhode Island nor Vermont failed to do this, while in
Minnesota only 15 per cent of the Camps had reported.
21—The number of members in the Order in good standing as reported
to this Department is 29.6^7. an average of 20 members to each Camp.
22—The total number of members dropped during the past year was 4,134.
23—Five hundred and ninety-three of the different Camps have aided
their local G. A. R. Posts or Women’s Relief Corps, while 4S7 of them have
not found it necessary to do so.
24—-The total value of properties owned by the different Camps is
$221,990.85, an average of $8,221.88 to the Division, and $159.36 to each Camp.
The Camps of Pennsylvania head the list by owning $47,737.81 worth of
property.
25—$53,844.09 is the amount of money reported on hand with the Camps.
Of that, Pennsylvania Camps hold $21,112.17. To have the average amouut,
each Camp should have $37.87.
26—The average amount of annual dues is $1.97.
27—The average amount of muster fee proves to be $1.55.
2S—1,590 special meetings have been held since last inspection.
29—The principle of Charity in our order seems not to have been for
gotten, as 940 members have been relieved during the past year and the
money expended for this purpose was $2,275.27, over 50 per cent of this
sum being in Massachusetts.
30—Charity does not extend alone to members of the order, but to
veterans and their families, and this was done during the past year to the
amount of $2,S30.54. New York did the most in this direction, a sum of
$1,198.08 being expended in that Division.
31—With 27S Camps are Ladies’ Aid Societies attached.
32—Members of the G. A. R. attend the meetings and encourage 546
of the Camps, while 444 Camps report that such interest is not taken with
them.
33—306 Camps engage regularly in Company drill, while 752 do not.
34—Out. of the number of Camps that are armed and equipped, 21 are
Artillery, 39 are Cavalry and 660 are Infantry. There are In addition to the
foregoing a Signal and an Ambulance Corps.
35—Total number of armed and equipped men is 9.5S3, an average of 13
men to each Camp so equipped. The greatest number of men is to be found
in Pennsylvania, while Oregon has none.
36—748 Camps hold Social Gatherings, while 319 of the Camps do not
find it advisable or necessary to do so.
37—The total cost of the Camp inspections was $1,590.82, an average of
$1.14 to each Camp, but in the Divisions of Alabama and Tennessee and
Oregon no expense is reported. Wisconsin paid the most for this purpose,
the sum of $230.90. The general averages of the Divisions range from lo
for Indiana to S9 for Rhode Island, and to this last mentioned loyal little
Division Is awarded the honor of the best general average; 635 of all the
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Camps are First Class, 58 per cent of them; 379, or 36 per cent are Second
Class, and 73, or 7 per cent are Third Class.
It seems to me proper and fitting, considering it is the Infant Division
of the Order, and that we are all interested in its welfare, to incorporate
herein, the report, while irregular, of the Inspector of the Division of the
Gulf. It is as follows, to-wit: “I have the honor to report that I have
inspected the several Camps of this Division, and find them in a fair condi
tion. The Camps have been somewhat slow in paying their per capita tax,
but considering that this division was organized a little over a year ago
under great difficulties, and also taking into consideration the dull times,
especially among our colored Camps, I think that they have done exceedingly
well. Our Division is steadily increasing, and there were no Camps sus
pended during the past year. Great credit is due to past Col. Josiah Gross
and the other officers of the Division, who by much effort and labor main
tained the integrity of each Camp, and in every way sought to promote the
growth and well-being of the Order.
Fraternally Yours in F. C. and L.,
(Signed) H. W. ROBINSON,
Inspector of the Division of the Gulf.”
I notice by the reports of my predecessors in this Department that
Division Commanders have been repeatedly importuned to appoint thor
oughly competent brothers for such a class of work as is required by the
office of Inspector, but I regret to say that the reports I have received have
caused an endless amount of correspondence, several had to be returned
to be completed or corrected and with very few exceptions, I have found it
necessary to review and revise every total, average and percentage. I feel
that this may to a certain extent be attributed to ambiguity of the bianks
and for the consideration of my successor, I herewith submit revised Camp
Inspection and Division Inspectors’ reports and Instructions to Inspecting
Officers, with the recommendation:
Recommendation No. 1—That these revised blanks be promptly sub
mitted to the newly elected Commander-in-Chief for his approval and their
issuance for the coming fall inspections. Division Inspectors were sorely
troubled over the matter of uniforms, that they might be positive as to the
regulation. In accordance with Sections 1 and 6 of Article XIII, General
Rules and Regulation, and Section 11 of General Bundy’s Order No. 1, Series
of 1895, three different uniforms may be worn and each be proper, if certain
requirements be fulfilled. For uniformity in this matter, I accordingly
recommend:
Recommendation No.2—That the committee on C., R. and R. of this
Encampment be instructed to prepare a Section for this C., R. and R.
which shall definitely provide for. the Regulation Uniform and which shall
take the place of the Sections of the C., R. and R. above referred to. I am
of the opinion that better results occasioned particularly by a continuance
of interest in Camp work will obtain, if each officer and member of the Staff
of every new Camp is provided with the insignia of his rank. There should
be no trouble or great expense attached to this move. These articles can
be labelled in a manner to readily determine to which office each applied
and a set placed in every Camp Packet and transferred from officer to
officer as changes are made in Camp positions.
The installation service in Camp can be made more impressive should
these insignia be given to and worn by the officers elect at that time. I
consequently recommend:
Recommendation No. 3—That at the expense of the Commandery-inChief, insignia of rank for each Camp officer and member of Staff, be pro
vided and placed at the disposal of the different Divisions, one set to ac. company each Camp Packet; that the Divisions be charged for the same
or not as this Encampment may determine; that all Camps bo notified of
the ability of their respective Division Headquarters to supply them with
insignia for their officers at a stated price.
I believe the concurrence with this recommendation will tend to in
crease the standing of Camps at their inspection.
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From search of the C., R. and R., I am unable to determine that any
insignia of rank is therein indicated for a Camp Chaplain, and I recommend:
Recommendation No. 4—That the Committee on C., R. and R. prepare and
devise an insignia of rank for a Camp Chaplain and report same to this
Encampment for adoption. Question No. 12 of the Camp Inspection blank
asks if the officers wear rank straps. Question No. 14 of the same blank
asks if the stall are provided with proper chevrons. I can not tell why a
Camp Chaplain is not a member of the Staff, but what does he wear as an
indication to the Inspector of his Camp that he is provided with the insignia
of his office?
Other than by my duties as Inspector General, I have been called upon
officially but once, then to represent the Commander-in-Chief at the Annual
Encampment of the Department of Michigan G. A. R. Delightful recogni
tion as such representative was accorded me by both the Department offi
cials and Col. Walker, who with a number of his Staff was in attendance.
The following Exhibits are hereto appended, to-wit: "A,” a table show
ing the totals for the first twenty questions: “B,” a table showing the per
centages for the first twenty questions; “C,” Circular Letter No. 1 from De
partment of Inspector General.
To the Brothers, who, as Division Inspectors, have assisted me during
the past year in the work of my Department, I thank you. While in many
instances the work has been laborious and tedious, yet our relations have
been the most cordial and pleasant. I ask a continuance of the same for
my successor.
General Russell, at your hands and from the members of your Staff I have
received most courteous consideration and assistance. I prize most highly
the honor conferred on me in my appointment as your Inspector General
and trust I have not been found lacking in any respect to increase the
benefits derived for our Order from your most successful administration.
Fraternally Yours,
FREDERICK C. STILLSON,
Inspector General.
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EXHIBIT “C.”

BATTLE CREEK, MICH, Oct. 14, 1895.
In accordance with advices this day received from Commander-in-Chief
Russell, this Circular Letter is promulgated for the information and instruc
tion of Division Commanders and Inspectors. Each Assistant Inspector should
receive a copy of the letter through the medium of Division Headquarters.
Especial attention is directed to Art. XVIII of General Russell’s order
No. 6, and it is to be hoped that requisite blanks for a most thorough in
spection of every Camp have been ordered and are before this received by
each Division Commander.
Some misapprehension about a clear understanding of Articles XIV and
XV of “Instructions to Inspecting Officers” as issued by my predecessor
seems to prevail and farther explanation is deemed advisable. Attention is
asked to Sec. 6, Art. 13, General R. and R. and to that portion of General
Order No. 1, issued by General Bundy, which reads as follows, viz: “Full
dress uniforms may be worn by any Camp in a body, if so decided by a
majority vote at any regular meeting thereof.” The importance of thorough
drill upon the three degree ritual is doubtless appreciated by all and the
entire work of each degree in the long form, should be carried out by every
Camp before its inspector. Each Assistant Inspector should be perfectly
familiar with the work and in a position to lend all assistance necessary.
It would seem that Division Inspectors should be in a position to forward
to this Department their consolidated reports very soon after January 1st,
1S96, and such promptness will be appreciated.
Again is repeated, when you are in doubt regarding any question or point,
relating to inspection, consult your superior officer at once. Be prompt,
brothers, be thorough, and let it be plainly evident that we are all com
petent to fill and proud of the positions conferred upon us.
Very truly yours in F. C. and L.,
FREDERICK C. STILLSON.
Inspector General.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I move you that
that part of the report of the Inspector General containing the rccommedations which would naturally go to the Committee on Constitution, Rules
and Regulations, be referred to that Committee, and the rest of the report
be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports.
MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander, I second the
motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHTEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
If there is no objection it will be taken by consent. Is there objection? The
Chair hears none, and the report of the Inspector General will be so re
ferred.
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COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS RECONSTRUCTED.
I would like to inquire if Past Coramanders-in-Chief Joseph B. Maccabe,
George W. Marks and Col. Oglesbee, of Indiana, are in the room? (After a
pause.) These brothers were appointed upon the Committee on Officers’
Reports and Distribution of Work, together with Brother Wagner, of Penn
sylvania, and Brother Meyers, of Ohio. It seems that the brothers, aside
from the two last named, are not attending to their duty. There is plenty
of work for this Committee on Officers’ Reports to do, and the delinquent mem
bers have been notified that there would be plenty of work for them to do
this afternoon and they should be here; consequently I will revise that com
mittee (Applause), and it will now stand as follows:
Louis M. Wagner, of Pennsylvania, Chairman.
F. W. Myers, of Ohio.
Frank L. Shepard, of Illinois.
F. C. Bunton, of Connecticut.
F. J. McMurtrie, of Michigan.
The Brothers named will constitute the Committee on Officers’ Reports
and Distribution of Work, and proceed at once to the discharge of the duties
of that Committee.
The next business in order is the report of the Judge Advocate General,
Newton J. McGuire.
JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL McGUIRE: Commander, I will first
read the report of my predecessor in office, which is as follows:
REPORT OF JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL OGLESBEE.
INDIANAPOLIS, IND., July 4, 1896.
W. H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:
Having been honored by you at Knoxville with the appointment of
Judge Advocate General I was commissioned with rank from September 18,
1S95, and served until July 3, 1S96, at which time I was elected Commander
of the Indiana Division and resigned as Judge Advocate General.
During the period of my service I have rendered six opinions, but three
of which were in courts martial. 1 also examined the by-laws of one Divis
ion, and prepared a blank form for the return of service upon the accused
in courts martial, as recommended by my predecessor in his report. The six
opinions rendered by me are attached to and made a part of this report. Of
the numerous unofficial opinions and letters of advice I have preserved no
record.
In closing I desire to express my thanks to you, and to the other officers
with whom I have been brought in contract, for the uniform courtesy ana
friendship with -which I have been treated.
Loyally yours,
R. B. OGLESBEE,
Judge Advocate General.
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INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Oct. 14, 1S95.
OPINION 1.
In the matter of the Court Martial of Captain William E. Coman, of
Gen. W. P. Draper Camp No. 44, Division of Massachusetts.
The proceedings are respectfully returned with the following memoran
dum:
There are two charges, the first being, “Violation of obligation given at
the time he assumed the office of Captain of the Camp aforesaid,” with one
specification, showing neglect of duty in absenting himself from the meet
ings of the Camp; the second being, “Conduct prejudicial to good order and
discipline,” with two specifications, the first stating “that the said brother
did as alleged in the first specification of the first charge neglect his duties
as Captain of the Camp aforesaid,” the second charging him with the use
of certain unbecoming language therein set forth.
The evidence, as it appears in the record, is not clear upon the issues
.presented and contains much matter that is wholly irrelevant and should
not have been admitted. There is sufficient evidence, however, to make
out a case of neglect of duty and of using unbecoming language. But while
it is true that the use of the language appearing in this case was very
reprehensible, and especially so coming from the commanding officer ol' a
Camp, yet it does not appear that it was used in a public manner or that
the Camp was injured by it; and while it is also true that the continued
absence of the accused from meetings, if he did so absent himself, was a
serious neglect of duty, yet the evidence is so unsatisfactory, and there is so
much evidence in the record, (irrelevant, it is true,) that hints at other
grievances and causes for the unfortunate condition of the Camp, that I am
compelled to regard the sentence of dishonorable discharge as much more
severe than the offense would justify.
I am therefore of the opinion and would recommend that the sentence
and findings be either modified or wholly disapproved.
Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L.,
R. B. OGLESBEE,
Judge Advocate General.
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INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Nov. 19, 1895.
OPINION 2.
In the matter of the Court Martial of Brother A. Wesley Weikel, of the
Division Council of Pennsylvania Division.
The record of the proceedings is respectfully returned with the follow
ing memorandum:
The specifications in this case are seriously defective, and fail to state
the essential facts of the offense charged, and the evidence would be in
sufficient to sustain a conviction in a court of law, but enough facts can be
gathered and inferred from an inspection of the entire record to give ground
for the belief that the accused was guilty of a gross wrong and that the
sentence of the court was none too severe.
I am therefore of the opinion, and recommend, that the findings and
sentence of the court should be approved.
Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L.,
R. B. OGLESBEE,
Judge Advocate General.
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INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Nov. 27, 1895.

QUESTION.
Does the C. R. and R. in Chap. V., Art. XIII, Sec. 6, which states: “The
regulation uniform of the U. S. Army may be worn by members of the
Order” place any restriction or limitation upon the right of any member of
the Order to wear the regulation uniform of the U. S. Army complete in every
particular as prescribed in the Regulations for the Army of the United States?
OPINION.
No. The section quoted was adopted at the Thirteenth Annual En
campment held at Davenport, Iowa, in 1894, and the Commandery-in-Chief,
at the same Encampment, by a motion duly made and agreed to, construed
the words, “The regulation uniform of the United States Army,” to mean
"shoulder straps, shoulder knots, and all the paraphernalia and regalia in
cident to the uniform of the U. S. Army.” In the discussion leading to the
presentation of this motion, a member of the committee that reported the
section stated to the Encampment by way of explanation that it was the
idea of the committee “to provide for the whole matter, shoulder straps and
sabre bolts.” The section is permissory only, and is not limited in its ap
plication.
Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L.,
R. B. OGLESBEE,
Judge Advocate General

INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Dec. 9, 1895.
OPINION 4.
In the matter of the Court Martial of Brothers Dennis Huff and Frank
H. Pullum, of Camp No. 5, Division of Nebraska.
The record of the proceedings is respectfully returned with the following
opiuion:
1. The Court Martial in this case consisted of nine members, six of whom
only were present at the trial. It is an established rule in this Order that
a Court-martial must consist of five members exactly, and that all of them
must be continuously present throughout the trial.
2. Service of notice of the Court-martial was not had on the defendants.
A detached sheet, in no manner incorporated in the record or referred to
therein, contains a statement, made by a person who is a total stranger
to the record, that he did certain things by way of serving notice, and a
letter from one of the defendants contains an admission that he received
such a notice. But the well known modes of serving such a notice were
in no respect complied with, and neither defendant was present at the trial.
Further, it appears from the record on the day fixed for trial, “there was
not enough present to do business.” It does not appear how many were
present, or that an adjournment to any other time was had, but four days
later, without any notice of any kind to anybody, a majority of the detail
sat and a trial was had.
3. The specification is not sufficient to sustain the charge, in that it
fails to state facts sufficient to constitute a crime.
For these reasons it is my opinion that the proceedings are fatally de
fective and that the findings and sentence cannot be approved. It is appar
ent from the evidence, however, that both defendants are probably guilty
of grossly immoral conduct, and I therefore recommend that the proceedings
be returned and a new Court-martial ordered and trial had; and that the
specification of charge 1 be so amended as to state a crime under the laws
of Kansas, or, if that be impossible, a charge be added alleging conduct
unbecoming a member in his relation to the Order.
Respectfully submitted,
R. B. OGLESBEE,
Judge Advocate General.
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INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Dec. 26, 1895.
OPINION 5.
Question (submitted by the Commander-in-Chief, Dec. 24, 1895):
Has the Council-in-Chief power to increase the per capita tax due from
the Division to the Comraandery-in-Chief, the Annual Encampment having
fixed this tax at a specific sum?
OPINION.
It is provided, in mandatory terms, that “the Commandery-in-Chlef shall,
at its stated yearly meeting, assess a per capita tax on each Division of
not exceeding twenty cents on each and every member in good standing.”
(C. R. and R., Chap. V., Art. III., Sec. 1.) Our organic law contains no
other provision for fixing the amount of per capita tax for the Comraandery,
and this provision seems to be clear and specific.
The duties of the Council-in-Chief in relation to the funds and revenues
of the Commandery are as follows: “They shall be charged with the control
and provision of the investment of the funds. * * * They shall devise and
recommend such measures as will enable the Commandery to meet all its
necessary expenditures.” They shall, also, audit the books, bills and accounts.
(C. R. and R., Chap. V., Art. III., Sec. 1.) Our organic law contains no
class of their duties are thus expressly limited to controlling and super
vising investments of the funds, and devising and recommending measures
for raising funds, and they have no power to put into effect any measure
they may devise, as by increasing the tax, but may recommend such measure
for the action of the Commandery.
I am therefore of the opinion that the question must be answered in the
R. B. OGLESBEE,
negative.
Judge Advocate General.

• •
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INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., May 9, 1896.
OPINION 6.
In the matter of the application of J. H. Manning, of Massachusetts, for
a decision upon the question of his eligibility to membership in this Order.
From copies of the official papers submitted, the following facts appear:
On August 30th, 1862, the Surgeon General of Massachusetts, acting under
the order of the Secretary of War, telegraphed to 0. E. Brewster to proceed
in company with other surgeons to the battleground of Chantilly. On Sep
tember 1st, 1S62, under the authority of said telegram, twelve surgeons, in
cluding the father of the applicant, were, by Wm. A. Hammond, Surgeon
General, U. S. A., given permission to proceed to Alexandria to report to the
surgeons in charge for duty with the sick and wounded, and authorizing
that they receive subsistence. The services of these surgeons were not ac
cepted. as is shown by the report of the Surgeon General of Massachusetts
for I860 and 1866, pages 16 and 17, of the report of December 1st, 1862, but it
is stated that they labored for weeks among the sick and wounded, furnish
ing supplies of hospital stores and dressings and collecting the names and
ascertaining the wants of Massachusetts soldiers then in hospital in Wash
ington.
In a letter written by the applicant it is stated that his father was
stationed at Alexandria four weeks and then returned home an invalid and
died in November, 1S63.
There is no evidence submitted that the applicant’s father was mustered
into the service of the United States, or that he -was in any manner con
nected with the army other than as a volunteer in a special service for a
short lime. He certainly was not honorably discharged, nor Is it claimed
that he died while in the service. It is specifically stated in the Surgeon
General’s report above referred to that he was not then, nor afterwards, a
contract surgeon. These facts do not bring the applicant within the eligi
bility clause of our constitution. I am therefore of the opinion, and so
advise, that the sons and grandsons of the surgeon herein referred to are
not eligible to membership in the Sons of Veterans.
Respectfully submitted,
R. B. OGLESBEE,
Judge Advocate General.
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REPORT OF JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL McGUIRE.
The following is the report of the present Judge Advocate General succeeding Judge Advocate General Oglesbee.
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., Sept. 7, 189G.
W. H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A.
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER:—Having been honored by you with the ap
pointment of Judge Advocate General to fill the vacancy occasioned by the
resignation of Gen’l. Oglesbee, I beg to make the following report:
During the period of my services, covering about two months, I have
not had the honor of making a single decision, hence my duties have not
been very laborious, and the record of ray doings is not at all voluminous.
Kindly accept my sincere thanks for the high honor conferred and all
I ask in return for the very hard work which I have done, is the friendship
and good will of the members of this, which in my estimation, is the grandest
and most patriotic organization in the world.
Fraternally yours,
NEWTON J. McGUIRE,
Judge Advocate General.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The reports presented by Judge Ad
vocate General Oglesbee and Judge Advocate General McGuire will take the
usual course.
Next in order of business is the report of the Surgeon General, Dan. S.
Gardner.
Surgeon General Gardner read his report as follows:
REPORT OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.
HEADQUARTERS COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, SONS OF VETERANS,
U. S. A., SURGEON GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT.
MASSILLON, Ohio, Sept. 1st, 1S96.
TO WILLIAM H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, AND THE OFFI
CERS AND MEMBERS OF THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT
OF THE COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF:
BROTHERS:—In accepting this office I was fearful lest the obstacles to
be overcome would prove insurmountable, thereby rendering futile every effort
to secure a report which would be a credit to myself and of service to the
Commandcry-in-Chief.
Years of careful study devoted to this Department had resulted in the
formation of ideas which I was hopeful would elevate the office in the re
spect of our members, and increase its statistical usefulness with reference
to its Military features as well as to ascertain the possibility of ever attach
ing an Insurance Department.
The Military feature is of importance in the event of war when it would
be well to be aide to hurriedly and accurately ascertain the number of men
we would have available for every class of service. For years Insurance
as applied to our membership has been discuscd in all its phases but while
I have at no time participated in those discussions I have been led to believe
that before the subject can receive serious consideration at the hands of the
Commandery-in-Cliief it becomes necessary to accurately determine—
1st. Our mortality. Thereby determining the. premium rate of Insura nee.
2d. The fatal diseases most prevalent among our membership, and in
what sections of our country are these diseases most often found. At
present we have no such data. With this we could hope to ascertain the
possibility of excluding certain sections of the country.
3d. How does our mortal it v compare with that of standard Insurance
Companies? This last and possibly most important feature would furnish
us the information whether or not it would be possible for an institution of
the’kind to exist.
It was therefore with much disappointment I learned that the sug
gestions made by my predecessor and sanctioned by you at Knoxville, were
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not capable of amendment and that the blanks so authorized were the ones
to be used and they without alteration.
Mention of this is made necessary, inasmuch as I believe that when the
separate departments of the Commandery-in-Chief were created it was with
some definite object in view.
Whether this has been accomplished in this Department I know not,
but I feel it has outgrown its original usefulness and, unless it can be made
to show some material benefit we would be serving a greater purpose by leg
islating this expensive luxury out of existence. After labor out of all pro
portion to the ends attained I am able to present a report from every Division.
While this, at first thought, should be a matter for congratulation, the
warmth of it needs necessarily be much dampened when it is known that
many of the reports are practically valueless.
Some questions were answered only in part; others were not answered
at all. Some reports came to me upon blanks long since obsolete, and no
effort upon my part succeeded in prevailing upon them to prepare one on ■
the proper form which I would enclose.
In one instance a letter was received to the effect that there had been
no calls for medical assistance and no deaths, therefore he had nothing to
report—a beautiful conception of the duties of a Division Surgeon.
The failure to receive correct reports in this Department—and I feel the
same holds good in the other branches of the Commandery-in-Chief—is
due to the abandonment of our Military principles. Where the uniform is
disregarded—where there is no longer a Military spirit pervading the camps
and Division Encampments—there is found the same laxity in the discharge
of their several duties.
While I know there is advocated a disbandment of all things savor
ing of the Military,my judgment is, that had the discipline which is so integral
a part of Military law been adhered to in every Department, from the
Commandery-in-Chief to the smallest camps, there would be today reports,
the accuracy of which need not be questioned.
The statistical report is as follows:
59,463
Number of members mustered.................................
30,939
Number of members in good standing..................
3,712
Number of members mustered since last report—
1,181
Number in State Militia............................................
40
Number in U. S. Army................................................
13
Number in U. S. Navy..............................................
826
Number of G. A. R. Members..................................
9,311
Total number of drilled men...................................
29,122
Number of members able to bear arms..................
923
Number of members over 15 years of age.........
81
Age of oldest member (Mass.), years.....................
27i/o
Average age of all members, years.........................
129
Number of widowers................................................
12,507
Number of married members..................................
17,308
Number of unmarried members..............................
ISO
Number of deaths within one year.......................
1,330
Number of cases of sickness during year............
350
Number of injuries during year..............................
4.820
Total number weeks disability (sickness)............
1,560
Total number weeks disability (injury)................
176
Number of camps paying funeral benefits............
190
Number of camps paying sick benefits................
321
Number of camps engaged in regular drill.........
179
Number of members foreign born..........................
156
Number of clergymen..............................................
249
Number of physicians..............................................
96
Number of dentists.................................................
•420
Number of attorneys...............................................
593
Number of teachers.................................................
933
Number of students.................................................
190
Number of artists and draughtsmen....................
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Number of musicians.......................
520
Number of merchants.....................
1,769
Number of salesmen.......................
1,151
Number of clerks and bookkeepers
2,900
Number of electricians ....................
228
Number of telegraph operators__
209
Number of mechanics......................
3,611
Number of engineers .......................
839
Number of railroad conductors__
133
Number of printers...........................
715
Number of sailors.............................
100
Number of farmers...........................
5,203
Number of miners.............................
290
Number of skilled laborers.............
2,336
Number of laborers.........................
5,260
Miscellaneous ....................................
2,058
Number of camps in divisions.........
1,472
1,184
Number of camps reporting.............
29
Number of divisions.........................
29
Number of divisions reporting.......
While reading the reports of the former Surgeons General, 1 find them
universal in the statement that they feel the incompleteness of the reports
received makes them of little statistical value.
While in the aggregate I find this to be true much can be said in
commendation of the excellent reports received by me from the Divisions
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Missouri
and Washington.
Were it possible to exclude the data from the other Divisions and com
pile a report from those above mentioned I would have no hesitancy in
recommending it as a basis for any legislation you may have in mind
relative to insurance.
The report of the Division of Massachusetts stands first and is in
every particular the ‘'ideal”—a model for completeness and exactness.
Too much in praise cannot be said for the indefatigable energy of Sur
geon Upton. The same is true to a large extent of the other New England
Divisions, and, I desire to take this means of extending my sincere thanks
to Surgeons Burroughs of Maine, Cook of New Hampshire, Howe of Ver
mont, Barber of Connecticut, Travel* of Rhode Island, Allen of New York,
Kingsley of Pennsylvania, Gardner of Michigan, Mallory of Minnesota,
Humphrey of Wisconsin. Bronson of Missouri, and Brock of Washington.
It will be seen from my consolidated report that Massachusetts leads
in point of oldest member, the age being 81 years. While California holds
first place in point of average age—29^ years.
The average age for all members in the order being 271/£ years.
Our death and sickness rate is as follows:
1SS9 1890 1891 1S92 1S93 1S94 1S95 1896
Death rate per 1,000............... 5.71 6.0-1 5.36 S.75 6.59 6.43 .... 5.80
216 206 204 207 215 17S .... 207
Weeks sickness per 1,000---Possibly the most interesting examination of these reports will be found
in their comparison with those of the U. S. Army:
U. S.
Sons of
Array.
Veterans,
1895.
1S96.
25,376
30,939
Strength as shown by the Surgeon-General
185
ISO
Deaths from all causes....................................
6.69
5.7
Death rate per thousand................................
321.42S
4-1,660
Number of days lost on account of sickness.
12.6
1.33
Average for each man....................................
Without offering a further statistical report it is evident that the mortality rate as presented by myself and the reports of my predecessors must
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be inaccurate in that our mortality rate is less than that of the selected
body of men which constitutes the U. S. Army. Nor does it compare
with the death record of eleven of the leading life insurance companies.
I am informed by the actuary of one of the leading Life Assurance Societies
that we could successfully conduct an Insurance Department if our mortal
ity rate did not exceed one and one-half per cent. From the reports at hand
our death rale is but a fraction over one-half per cent.
As a result of this investigation I am led to offer two suggestions which
I feel are the remedies necessary to our future success.
The first of these would be to establish an Insurance Department. At
first I believe it should be constructed along the lines of the Prudential
plan—policies with small premiums, and only enlarged as success may at
tend our efforts.
The second of these suggestions is a return to the Military Order. The
objection raised to a return to the Military plan is that the gold lace and
trappings are not to our purpose yet it will not be gainsaid that we will
secure the discipline so necessary to effective work and, having accomplished
this, we can hope for more material returns. Referring to the management of the
affairs of this Department I would recommend that future Surgeons General
be placed in entire command of the work of that Department. That they
prepare such blanks as in their judgment will obtain the best statistical
results, and place the distribution of such blanks and other printed matter
which may be required under their immediate care for distribution. Make Di
vision Surgeons responsible only to the Surgeon General and the Camp Cap
tains in return to be subject to the jurisdiction of Division Surgeous in
the matter of reports—a request for a resignation or a removal for dereliction
of duty to have the same effect as though it emanated from the Commanderin-Chief or Division Commanders.
While 1 regret the necessity for making these suggestions, it is evident
to me, that no rules that this Commandery-in-Chief may formulate, under
the present system, -will compel obedience upon the part of Camps or Di
visions in securing reports in this or other Departments. The penally of
debarment from representation in Encampments either Division or National
is not enforced, and, even though it were, presents no terrors to those to
whom it applies. Either they care so little as to be indifferent to this
penalty or they feel we fear to enforce it as we are in need of their
presence—which is probably largely true.
General Russell:—My appreciation of the honor conferred upon me is
beyond the expression of words. While possibly my labors have been dis
appointing to you, I hope you may yet have cause for gratification, should
the suggestions of this report, if adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief, result
in success.
To my colleagues, upon the Staff, who have so kindly assisted me in
various ways, I desire to return my hearty thanks.
To my brothers who may be disposed to criticise the work of the year
I beg to say that in abandoning theoretical lines for those more practical
in nature I felt was subserving the better interests of the order. While
I know it lacks the ability displayed in the work of my eminent colleagues,
Generals Wilcox, Young and Averdick, yet it represents my best labors
and a year of unceasing toil. Respectfully submitted,
DAN S. GARDNER, M. D.,
Surgeon General.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The report will take the usual course.
Next in order will be the report of the Chaplain-iu-Chief, Rev. Cole.
The Chaplain-in-Chief submitted his report as follows:
REPORT OF THE CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF.
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF RUSSELL—BROTHERS OF THE FIFTEENTH
ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT:
' I have the honor to submit for your consideration the Report from the
Department of the Chaplain-in-Chief.
It is presumed that the Consolidated Report and the accompanying
tables will be printed in the Journal of Proceedings of this Encampment. I
therefore call your attention only to summaries and recapitulations.
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The work of the Department has been hampered. Divisions have neg
lected to send in reports at specified date. Forms now obsolete were filled
out. Many reports were not added to find totals. Some were almost unintelli
gible. No one can claim that we have not been lenient. Plenty of time
was allowed at the outset. A considerable extension was granted. A notice
was sent to delinquents who had even then many days of grace, It was
only at the last moment that the report was closed and the ink is scarcely
dry on its pages.
It was my supposition that every man inducted into office knew his
duty and -was able to perform it. I saw no reason why the United States
mails should be burdened with pleading letters and begging postals. Nor
do I believe that it is right that time, money and no end of energy should be
wasted over some dilatory subordinate. The law is printed at the head
of each report, with penalty attached, and the quotation of the C. R. & R.
together with their interpretation in the Journal of ’95, was considered ample
notification this year—and where that has failed let the law take its course.
Two years’ experience as Division Chaplain and this one as Chaplainin-Chief gives me the key to a strategic position. This—that when the
individual members of our Order rise to the fulfillment of sacred oaths and
obligations; when the installed officer realizes the responsibilities taken;
when we cease in the Camp room from mocking soldiery and become men
daring to hurl into the teeth of an unsympathetic surrounding the principles
on which we base our corporate life. When duty is done, not toyed with,
then—and not till then—will this Order attain the success through God
that it deserves. In other words, if members are not loyal enough to obey
the commands of an Order to which they belong, how in the name of
heaven can they hope to educate youth to the idea of Patriotism?
I refile old saws. This Order has a future. Would it dare success?
It must have one policy and that quality not quantity.
This department has under its official eye Union Defenders’ Day and
Memorial Day. The proper observance of these days is one of the rocks on
which we are built.
Asamemberof the Rhode Island Division I introduced at the last Division
Encampment a resolution addressed to this Honorable Body on the subject
of Memorial Day. 1 did not then venture any discussion of the ways and
means which would tend to a more fitting celebration of the day, nor dare
I now.
Sixty-two per cent of the members of the Order took part in the day’s
exercises. Only 54 per cent in those of Memorial Sunday. This is a small
gain over last year, but still a lamentable showing.
Thirty-one per cent of those in line were armed and 52 per cent were
uniformed. I care not how many were armed, whether the garment was
silk or rags, but 62 per cent. Better an organization of twenty-five, each
one on Memorial Day scattering the tribute of thanksgiving, praise and
peace. Better an organization of twenty-five where each one devotes by
virtue of the vow his thoughts to the quick and the dead, who ransomed his
home, his life, his fatherland. Better this than 62 per cent, than 29 per cent.
The slumbering power of this Order’s creed will teach a foreign popu
lation American ideas and constitutional principles. It -will quench the fever
of capital and labor by turning the wheels of industry, it will uplift poli
ticians to statesmanship. It is the friendship, the charity and the loyalty
which will teach the law of sacrifice for the common weal, which will bring
men eye to eye, face to face, that they meet on a common level in a com
mon brotherhood.
Never again shall I have the privilege to address this body, but I go pack
to my work thankful for the lessons learned, for the high aims inspired.
I go back having resolved one thing, that he who is the Son of \VeJ1®ra.n,.ana
lives up to the principles of the Order is the highest type of the Christian
citizen.
FREDERICK B. COLE,
Submitted,
Chaplain-in-Chlef.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.
Resolved:
1. That all reports of Division Chaplains must be in the hands of the
Chaplain-in-Chief on or before the day four weeks previous to the meeting of
the Commaudery-in-Chief.
2. That the reports of Camp Chaplains must be in the hands of the
Division Chaplain on or before July 1.
3. That failure to forward such reports deprive Camps and Divisions
of representation, and Commissioned Officers failing to submit such reports
be deprived of rank and privileges.
4. That the present consolidated report of Division Chaplains be en
larged and changed in arrangement.
5. That Division Chaplains issue at least two circular letters to Camps
in their divisions, one concerning the objects and duties of Memorial Day,
the other aims and intents of Memorial Day.
6. That said letter be published as far as is feasible in the newspapers
of the city or town where there is a Camp or Camps of the Order.
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RECAPITULATION.
Connecticut, Maryland, New Hamp
Division with highest percentage:
shire, Rhode Island, South Dakota, each have 100; Indiana, 95; Maine, 94;
Massachusetts, 93; rest below 90.
Camp having largest membership is: No. 16, Pennsylvania, with 217
brothers; second, No. 8, of New Jersey, with 138; third, No. S9, of Ohio,
with 135.
Camp having largest number in line Memorial Day: No. 16, Pennsyl
vania, 1S9 brothers; second, No. 18, New Hampshire, 70 brothers; third, No.
89, Ohio, 65 brothers.
Camp having greatest number of brothers in line and armed Memorial
Day is: No. 2, Pennsylvania, 65 brothers; second, No. 6, Connecticut, 55
brothers; third, No. 81, Massachusetts; No. 8, New Jersey; No. 10, Rhode
Island, each 40.
Camp having greatest number of brothers in line and uniformed: No.
16, Pennsylvania, 17S brothers; second, No. 18, New Hampshire, 70; third.
No. 25, Massachusetts, 60 brothers.
Camp having greatest attendance at Memorial Sunday services: No. 16,
Pennsylvania, 170 brothers; second, No. 60, New York, 101 brothers; third,
No. 169, Indiana, 52 brothers.
Greatest number of firing squads furnished was by Pennsylvania, 60;
Kansas, 42.
Number of orators furnished: Pennsylvania, 66; Kansas, 45.
Number of Camps observing Union Defenders’ Day: Pennsylvania, 80;
Massachusetts, 57.
Number of deaths: Massachusetts, 30; Pennsylvania, 24.
Funerals attended: G. A. R., Pennsylvania, 123; Ohio, 69. Sons of Vet
erans, Pennsylvania, 27; Massachusetts, 24.
Burial services conducted: G. A. R., Kansas, 33; New York, 8. Sons of
Veterans, Pennsylvania, 22; Massachusetts, 12.
May I pause in recognition of a Higher Power. Even here and to-day
are we touched by the feeling of our weakness, as we reach out to solve the
great beyond. A face familiar to you but unknown to me has passed.
Ye who knew him best can best eulogize him. But 1 have the right to say to
you that word which shall turn all minds to the knowledge of a Power that
makes us bow, and a Presence that brings us peace and joy. Stronger than
life, Death speaks both that Power and Presence.
To-day and for the last time are the dead numbered for this past year.
“Into Thy merciful hands, O Lord, we commend them into the sacred
rest of thy everlasting peace and into the glorious estate of thy saints in
heaven.”
“Grant them eternal rest and may light perpetual shine upon them.
Memorial Day services used:
“A.”- Pennsylvania, 24; Ohio, IS. "B.”
Pennsylvania and Ohio, 19; Indiana, 17.
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Division with largest number of Camps: New York, 246; Pennsylvania, 158.
Membership: Pennsylvania, 4,908; Massachusetts, 4,293.
Division to send in report first, Minnesota; second, Michigan; third, Con
necticut.
It was my privilege to respond for the Commandery-in-Chief at the recep
tion and banquet to Commander-in-Chief Ivan N. Walker, at Providence,
Feb. 20, by G. A. R. of Rhode Island.
On Union Defenders’ Day I delivered the oration “Unwritten Heroes,”
before the Rhode Island Division.
Feb. 21, on invitation, I attended the annual banquet of Division of
Massachusetts and responded to toast assigned. And on the 22nd visited
the Annual Encampment of this Division.
On Memorial Day, at the invitation of a G. A. R. Post I delivered two
addresses and took part in the religious exercises.
From time to time I have been called upon for work in G. A. R. Posts,
W. R. Corps, Circles Ladies of G. A. R. I have never forgotten to urge our
willin'gness and to pledge our support.
It was -with vast regret that I resigned the offered warrant as Assistant
Inspector-General, my pressure of work forbidding.
Two circular letters were written during the year, one concerning Union
Defenders’ Day, the other Memorial Day.
DEPARTMENT OF CHAPLA1N-1N-CH1EF.
OLNEYVILLE, R. I., January 4, 1896.

BROTHERS: —
We are again bidden to observe Union Defenders’ Day. In order that
this day might be fitly recognized, a resolution was passed at the last
encampment at Knoxville that the Chaplain-in-Chief set forth a program.
Pursuant to that order I have issued from these headquarters the accom
panying order of exercises.
It is the skeleton for Camps to work with. They may add to it or
detract from it as they see fit. Two numbers (4 and 6) have been left for
selection by the Camp Committee. I would urge that Number 7 be carried
out, if possible, and that some “Son” or a prominent citizen be asked to
deliver the address. Number 9, the poem by Whittier, can be found in any
book of his poems.
And now, Brothers, above all things let me urge upon you what we have
sworn to do—to observe Union Defenders’ Day. Let us pause in the midst
of the throbbing and pulsing of a busy, laboring life and view the past.
Let this thought come to us as we lie in a vision of bygones:—That to-day
is made possible because of yesterday; that what we enjoy has only been at
infinite sacrifice, one which can never be measured. Our fathers, living and
dead, have given us this goodly land to enjoy, have preserved the hearthside
and given us the home.
Their loss has been our gain. And yet, are we so heartless, has a selfish
world gotten such a hold upon us that we cannot stop to remember their
brave deeds and their heroic deaths? Around one figure clusters all the
past,—it is a father, a sweetheart or a son.
Oh, will you in the home of Liberty, in the name of Fraternity, in the
name of a manhood of which you love to boast, will you, my Brothers,
gather on Union Defenders’ Day to reverence, to hallow, to praise those who
fought of yore? And from that hour, from that blest communion with the
thoughts and lives of noble men, will you, each one, go forth to meet the
new questions of the day, offering your best to a Nation’s need—integrity,
simplicity and the manly creed, “Doing as you would be done by.”
Would that 1 could grasp you all by the haud, would that my heart
could touch your heart till we burned with the common love of “God and
Home and Native Land.”
Chaplains, it is your duty! Captains, yours! Division Officers, yours!
The greater the office the greater the responsibility. See to it then
that February 12, 1S96, sees the hour-glass reversed and no longer idle. See
that the sands run free, and on that day, as one vast body, let us send to
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heaven and to the hearts of men the message of truth which our Order holds—
“Friendship, Charity, Loyalty, Now and Forever, One and Inseparable.”
Yours, in F., C. and L.f
FREDERICK B. COLE,
Chaplain-in-Chief.
OFFICE OF CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF, HOLDEN STREET, PROVIDENCE, R. I.
SONS OF VETERANS:—Greeting and Prosperity to Our Beloved Order.
After the grand and inspiring order issued by the Commauder-in-Chief
it was deemed best not to issue the Circular Letter from these Headquarters
until just prior to our Day of Days.
And now what can we say to bring home to you the importance of
Memorial Day—“It is better not to vow, than vow and not to pay.” We have
vowed—no more solemn oath could we have taken, witnessed before God
and men—to perpetuate the memory of those men who gave so much that
the Nation might be preserved. It is to strew flowers upon their graves in
the Spring-time of the year, symbolizing the resurrection and the renewing
of a sanctified and hallowed life.
But Memorial Day celebrations and observations do not end with once
a year scattering garlands or calling to mind men now gone to answer a final
roll-call. Beyond this and greater lies the principle. Into our Nation is
drifting an element unused to such ceremonies—in part, not in sympathy
with them. A scientific spirit has a trend to cast down old institutions and
customs. To both we say: Stranger, Welcome! Hail science enlightening
the world. We condemn as unjust, as opposed to the foundation of our
American Nation any influence which would destroy the essential elements
of our life, Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.
It is to be the outcome of our Memorial Day worship, to teach the
wanderer from the foreign shore—to leaven the unhallowed science of the
age—engrafting upon each “a love of God, of home and native land.”
It is a momentous duty that awaits us. A duty fit for highest manhood,
a duty divine—to let the whole world know that we love a past, and that
from that past we can learn the lessons that it would teach—greater love of
God, greater valor for country, greater charity for man. Weave garlands
then, scatter flowers, sing hymns, sound the victories on Memorial Day. But
above all else, rise to the importance of the moment and teach an unsym
pathetic forgetful national life that the lesson of Memorial Day is the key
note of this Republic’s future prosperity.
In the name of God, by whom we were created and by whose mercy we
enjoy what we do enjoy—Young Man! you, a Son of a Veteran, rise to the
need of the moment, up to the call of the hour. Forget not the past, but
reach into the future, that Loyalty, Charity and Friendship may be stamped,
and that forever, on coming men.
I appeal to you as Sons. I call to you as American citizens. Strike—
not with the sword, not with argument, but with and by your examples on
our Memorial Day—not a sad day, but the Easter Day of our Nation’s life,
for from it rises the ambitions, the hopes, the aims for a better and higher
and a nobler life.
Division Chaplains should send their reports to me as soon before the
1st of July as is possible. It is no time for delay.
Yours in the bonds of
F. C. & L.,
FREDERICK B. COLE,
Chaplain-in-Chief.
Pursuant to resolution of last year I issued the program for Union De
fenders’ Day. How far it was used I cannot say. Only 29 per cent of Cam ns
observed the day at all. Perhaps this will repay for the labor and money
and time.
There was an advance over last years’ report. The program was very
favorably received if I can judge from the newspapers sent me from far
and wide.
Most excellent letters were issued by many Division Chaplains, There
is nothing in our C. R. R. that necessitates this work and it lies wholly
with the option of him who is appointed to the office. I wish that it might
be required by or at least be the sentiment of this body that every Division
Chaplain issue a circular letter surely twice a year to the Camps. Once
previous to Union Defenders’ Day and again just before Memorial Day. A
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few short incisive words will stir men up to think and act. That these letters
also be published in the newspapers of the city or town as far as is feasible.
Securing the co-operation of the public press we can hope for great things.
What we need is the circulation of the meaning and objects of the Order. I
know of no better way than letting our efforts center around the 12th of Feb
ruary and the 30th day of May.
J. F. Fame, Pennsylvania, Rev. D. P. Grosscup, Minnesota, U. S. Villars,
Illinois, P. C. Whittemore, Connecticut, and M. R. Gilmore, Nebraska, sent
ringing appeals to their respective Divisions. There were no doubt others
published.
Memorial Day, if I may judge by the program sent me, was well solem
nized in New Orleans, an esteemed member of our Order, Dr. Gross, writing
the ode for the occasion.
I think that Division Commanders could do more than they do for both
our Days.
Division Commanders Monahan, of Vermont; Sparks, of Washington;
Thompson, of Rhode Island; Sisson, of Massachusetts; Peterson, of Maryland;
Wolz, of Nebraska, and Willey, of New Hampshire, issued orders relative
to Memorial Day.
The crowning order of all came from the pen of Commander-in-Chief,
and no doubt many felt as I, that little was left to be said.
My list of orders and letters from the different Divisions is nowhere
near complete, and I know that others promulgated orders which were not
received by me.
TABLE No. U
Showing percentage of Camps reporting from each Division.

Per
Cent.

DIVISION.

Alabama and Tennessee..........
California......................................
Colorado........................................
Connecticut..................................
Gulf................................................
Illiuois..........................................
Indiana..........................................
Iowa..............................................
Kansas..........................................
Kentucky......................................
Maine............................................
Maryland......................................
Massachusetts..............................
Michigan......................................
Minnesota....................................
i

Per
Cent.

DlVT OX.

Missouri..
if.
Nebraska.
New Hampshire...
New Jersey.............
New York...............
Ohio.........................
Oregon.....................
Pennsylvania..........
Rhode* Island..........
South Dakota..........
Vermont...................
Washington.............
West Virginia ...
Wisconsin...............

79
00
57
100
55
95
45
83
33
94
100
93
59
60

89
71
100
73
65
67
75
100
100
50
77

TABLE No. 2.
Showing Camp with largest. Membership in eaeli Division.
Division.

Camp
No.

Alabama and Tennessee... 35
California............................
5
Colorado................................
1
Connecticut..........................
0
Gulf.........................................
Illiuois....................................
6
Indiana.................................. 169
Iowa........................................
49
Kansas.................................... 78
i
Kentucky..............................
1
Maine.......................... '*'"['
4
I
Maryland..............................
l
Massachusetts...................... 1 25
Michigan................................ 125
Minnesota................
1

Mem
bers.

i!

Division.

68 i; Missouri.......................
42 ! Nebraska.....................
52 New Hampshire..........
SO j: Now Jersey..................
.......... New York ..................
38 Ohio...............................
76 'Oregon...........................
48 Pennsylvania...............
82
Rhode Islaud...............
68 South Dakota..............
114 |; Vermont.......................
01
Washington..................
88 ; West Virginia..............
43 Wisconsin.....................
88 |!

Camp MemNo. hers.
51
5
18
S
60
89

90
48
87
138
107
135

16
10
13

217
63
32

4

62

25

38
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TABLE No. 3.
Showing: Camp with greatest number of Brothers in line Memorial Day in each Division.
Division.

Alabama and Teuuessee...
California___
Colorado........
Connecticut..
Gulf................
Illiuois..........
Indiana..........
Iowa................
Kansas............
Kentucky___
Maine..............
Maryland___
Massachusetts
Michigan........
Minnesota —

1

1

Camp
No.

Mem
bers

35
5
3
6

24
21
30
55

G
169

iS|
7S
1
4
2
25
23
1

V

Missouri..............

Nebraska...
New Hampshire.
New Jersey........
New York..........
38
55 Ohio.....................
Oregon.................
27 ea.
Pennsylvania___
60 Rhode Island___
62 South Dakota___
| 56 Vermont..............
29 Washington........
GO
West Virginia...
28 Wisconsin..........
I 39

Camp : MemNo.
bors.
74
24
| 38 | 28 ea.
18
70
8
GO
20
50
G5
89
16
10
13

189
40
30

4

42

43

27

TABLE No. 4.
Showing Camp with greatest number of Brothers in line and Armed on Memorial
Day, in each Division.

\i

Camp MemNo.
bers.

Division.

Division.

-

i

Alabama and Tennessee... 35
10
Minnesota......... .
California..............................
10 Missouri.............
35
Colorado................................
20 Nebraska..........
1
Connecticut..........................
6
55
New Hampshire
Gulf........................................
New Jersey___
Illinois....................................
4
25 New York........
Indiana..................................
33
26 Ohio...................
\49) 12 ea. Oregon...............
Iowa....................................... ?58$
Pennsylvania...
\ 16 ( 24 ea. Rhode Island...
Kansas.............
I 21 \
South Dakota...
Kentucky___
1
45 Vermont............
Maine.............
52
36
Washington___
Maryland___
2
26
West Virginia..
Massachusetts
81
40 Wisconsin.........
Michigan___
55
20

I

•y.

!
- }'■ i

'•
■:

:
:

I

:s,

5

:

I

" ;j

Division.

Camp i MemNo. i bors.
1
17
34
18
8
120
89

29
20
24
10
40
30
32

2
10

65
40

-1

36

91

20

TABLE No. 5.
Showing Camp with greatest number of Brothers in uniform and in line on Me
morial Day, in eacli Division.
Division.

Camp MemNo.
bers.

Alabama and Tennessee...
California..............................
Colorado..............................
Connecticut..........................
Gulf.......................................
Illinois...................................
Indiana..................... ...........
Iowa........................... ...........
Kansas...................................
Kentucky..............................
Maine.....................................
Maryland..............................
Massachusetts......................
Michigan...............................
Minnesota.............................

1
15
<35/ 10 ea.
} 7
20
1
6
55
4
146
47
180
1
52
1
25
55'
89

25
30
25
28
48
36
28
60
21
35

Division.

Missouri..............
Nebraska............
New Hampshire.
N ew .1 ersey........
New York..........
Ohio.....................
Oregon.................
Pennsylvania,...
Rhode Island—
South Dakota__
Vermont..............
Washington........
West Virginia...

, Wisconsin.........

Camp . MomNo. I bors.

65
5
18
8
20
89

20

16
10
5

178
40
23

4

36

5 n

20 ea.

28
70
58
45
56

I

!
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TABLE No. 6.
Showing Camp having greatest attendance at Atom* rial Sunday Services, in each
Division.

Camp Mem
No. bers.

Division.

Alabama and Tenuessee... 35
California..............................
33
Colorado.................................
3
Connecticut..........................
6
Gulf........................................
0
Illinois....................................
Indiana.................................. 1G9
56
Iowa........................................
Kansas.................................... i 78
Kentucky..............................
1
Maine......................................
4
Maryland..............................
2
Massachusetts......................
2
Michigan..............................
125
Minnesota.............................. M 45 1

Division.

3b
30
20
50
41
52
30
45
35
50
35
49
30
35 ea.

1 ? S9 S

Missouri.............
Nebraska...........
New Hampshire.
New Jersey........
New York...........
Ohio.....................
Oregon.................
Pennsylvania___
Rhode Island__
South Dakota__
Vermont..............
Washington........
West Virginia...
Wisconsin...........

Camp .Mem
No. bers.
74
5
18
5
GO
S9

30
40
52
48
101
76

16
170
10
42
(1 £56)
20
ea.
^6 £ 13>
4

49

43

25

TABLE No. 7.
Showing number of Camps furnishing Firing Squads in each Division.
Division.

Alabama aud Tenuessee.
California..........................
Colorado............................
Connecticut......................
Gulf...................................
Illinois................................
Indiaua..............................
Iowa....................................
Kansas................................
Kentucky..........................
Maine..................................
Maryland..........................
Massachusetts..................
Michigan............................
Minnesota..........................

i
I
■

i

Division.

No.

3
4
6
4
3
21
14
42
0
8
6
16
13

Missouri..............
Nebraska............
New Hampshire.
New Jersey........
New York..........
Ohio.....................
Oregon.................
Pennsylvania—
Rhode' Island—
South Dakota—
Vermont.............
1 Washington........
West Virginia...
Wisconsin...........

No.
6
12
1
10
7
34
60
5
7
8
13

I 19

TABLE No. P.
Showing Number of Addresses delivered by Members of the Order on Memorial
Day, in each Division.
Division.

Alabama and Tenuessee.......
California..................................
Colorado....................................
Connecticut................................
Gulf............................................
Illinois........................................
Indiana......................................
Iowa......................................
Kansas. .....................................
Kentucky..................................
Maine..........................................
Maryland..................................
Massachusetts..........................
Michigan..................................
MibUvsoia.......................................

No.

S
2
5
7
20
27
21
45
5
6
7
38
4
lu

Division.

Missouri..............
Nebraska...........
New Hampshire.
New Jersey........
New York...........
Ohio.....................
Oregou.................
Pennsylvania —
Rhode Island ...
South Dakota....
Vermont.............
I Washington........
West Virginia...
; Wisconsin...........

NO.

34

17
2
10
23
82
66
8
3
12
6
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TABLE No. 9.
Showing: Number of Camps Observing: Union Defenders’ Day in each Division.

No.

Division.

4
1
4
0

Alabama and Tennessee
California..........................
Colorado............................
Connecticut....................
Gulf..................................
Illinois..............................
Indiana............................
Iowa..................................
Kansas.............................
Iveutucky........................
Maine................................
Maryland..........................
Massachusetts................
Michigan..........................
Minnesota........................

NO.

Division.

10
12
7
15
41
27

Missouri ............
Nebraska............
New Hampshire.
New Jersey........
New York___' .
Ohio......................
Oregon..................
Pennsylvania__
Rhode Island___
South Dakota ...
Vermont..............
Washington____
West Virginia..,
Wisconsin.........

11
24
8
32
0
14
7
! 57
! 15
j 20

i

i

80
10
4
0

I” io

TABLE No. 10.
Showing: Number of Deaths during: year past in each Division.
NO. j

Division.

Alabama and Tennessee.
California..........................
Colorado............................
Connecticut......................
Gulf....................................
Illinois...............................
Indiana..............................
Iowa...................................
Kansas...............................
Kentucky........................
Maine................................
Maryland........................ .
Massachusetts................
Michigan ......................
Minnesota.......................

.
i

1

0
0
8
8
3
11
1
12
5
30
1

NO.

Division.

;
It
jj
j
!|
!!

7
A
3
2
14
15

Missouri................
Nebraska...............
New Hampshire..
New Jersey..........
New York............
Ohio........................
Oregon...................
Pennsylvania.......
Rhode Island.......
South Dakota.......
Vermont................
Washington..
West Virginia
Wisconsin__

24
4
1
2
3

TABLE No. 11.
Showing: Number of Funerals Attended by Camps in a llody in each Division.

Division.

!
'

Alabama and Teuuessee...
California.............................
Colorado...............................
Connecticut..........................
Gulf.......................................
Illinois.................................
Indiana.................................
Iowa.......................................
Kansas...................................
Kentucky.............................
Maine.....................................
Maryland.............................
Massachusetts.....................
Michigan...............................
Minnesota.............................

C.A.K.i S.V.

i

Division.

I (i.A.K.

S.V.

5
3
1 (Missouri...................
.1 12
3
.
13
2
O N ebraska.................
2
2
10
2 INew Hampshire...
(J
22
2 i
0
New Jersey............
8
l
...................iNew York................
13
09
15
11 .Ohio...........................
21
8 Oregon........................
27
...... 123
12
3 i Pennsylvania...........
2
5
12
Rhode Island.........
33
1 (South Dakota......................, No re port
0
5
y Vermont..................
5
3 j Washington..........
0
2
It
21 ‘.West Virginia----r*
,
2
1
Wisconsin.............
2
i
9 i
3 :|

n

I

b
1

u

■

5

I
5

No.
Per
No.
No.
No.
cent ’go Total Brothers Broth Broth
No. Camps
ers
Total Camps Meinber- in line
Camps Not
ers
line
No.
lie- * ship of Memori in line inUni
lleKeporting porting Camps. porting Camps. al Day. Armed formed

division.

Ala.andTenn...
California.........
Colorado..........
Connecticut.......
Gulf................ |
Illinois.............
Indiaua.............
Iowa................
Kansas.............
Kentucky.........
Maine..............
Maryland.........
Massachusetts...
Michigan.. ....
Minnesota........
Missouri..... .
New Jersey......
New York.........

Mo.............

Oregon ............
Pennsylvania...
Rhode Island ...
South Dakota...
Vermont..........
Washington ....
West Virginia...
Wisconsin........
Totals.

11
7
S

3

5
G

29

14
12
14
29

57
100

70
GO

202
MO
322

S04

14 G
88

140
447

41
50

33
3

74
53

55
95

1059
14oG

3G
83
3
51
27
132
25
31
51
27
21
22
1G0
90

43
1G
G
3

S
80
44

79
99
9
54
27
141
42
52
57
37
21
30
24G
134

45
83
33’5
94
100
93
59
CO
S9
71
100
73
05
07

S17
1907
131
1173
535
4293
501
S1G
1195
453
(501
052
2238
2248

102
S2S
334
3134
301
532
483
370
453
372
1405
1512

119

‘ *39

15S

75

15
17

9
17
21
G
10

GG8
915
GG2
1214

28
27

44

45

3
4
G

0

3
2

1

1

S

2

2
G

1
3

4

It

5

3

1
G
13

4
2
9

1

3
2

G
1
12

S

21
14
42

799
473
1168
Gl
Gil
202
2373
304
416
370
317
298
334
2090
1277

24
S
32
14
7
57
15
20
Hi
12
7
15
41
27

9
3
11
1
12
5
30
1
5
7
4
3
2
14
15

21
12
33

8
G
10
13
19
G
12
l
10
7
34

27
21
45
5
G
7
33
4
10
34
17
2
10
23
32

15

5
5
19
2
9
12
13
2
22
1
G9

8
3
12*
1
•S
3
24
1
3
5
3
2
G
8
13

2G87
253

GO

GG

24

123

5

8

27

10

4

2

3

4
1

5

7

2GG9
222
183

SO

51

287
153
373
64
G21
230
2930
126
299
19G
111
391
292
913
835

113

1

11

27S
103
385
45
220
110
550
133
187
GO
220
35
248
278
539

5

4
1
4

594

139

1020

20

20

107

3259
2GS
216

114

3

4

490S
428
315

S
O

No.
Funerals
No.
Camps
Burial Services
Memorial
Observ’g Deaths Attended.
Conducted.
Service Used.
in
Uni«n
Defend Divis
ers’ Day. ions. G.A.R. S. V. G.A.R. S. V. “ A.”
‘•B.’ '

7

380

100

No. Ad
No.
dresses Brothers
by
at MemoMem
rial
bers of Sunday
Order. Services.

122
421

204

15
17

103

42
20

No.
Camps
Fur
nishing
Firmg
Squads

10

1

Report
Received
at
Head
quarters.

Division Chaplains.
Name.

Address.

3

Allg.
June
Aug.
June

4...
29...
ll...
26...

John R. Self........
Wm. F. Mason... |
E. S Clapp..........
Pres. H. Whittemore...

Greenville, Teun.
Los Gatos, Cal.
Canon City, Col.
Putnam, Conn.

9
3
13

3
17
14
14

’Aug.
July
July
Aug.

io.!!
2n...
13...
11...

W. S. Villars......
S. Light ...........
Johns Ely........
0. J. Morse........

Byron. 111.
'Wabash. Ind.
Cedar Rapids, la.
Marysville, Kan.

8
2
13
U
9
li
7
1
4
9
19

July' i".'
Aug. ll...
July 22...
June 25...
June 10...
Aug. 14...
Juy 13...
Ju y 22...
July 30...
Aug. 19...
Allg. 10...

Geo. E. Leighton.
A. E. Cameron...
Geo. N. Howard..
O H. Buckley....
D. P. Grusscup...

2
8
3

4
2
2
3
9
8

4
5
7
2
5
7
G
1
2
8
18

4

22

24

19

2

2

3

2
7
1

3

Skowhegan, Me.
Nor- li East, Md.
Melrose. Mass.
Benton Harbor, Mich.
Beaver Creek, Minn.
St. Louis, Mo.
hi. R. Gilmore":: Valley. Neb.
Troy, N. H.
Plainfield, N. J.
Utica, N. Y.
J.
Moscow. O.
\Yiily *23.” E.M.liutiantinV: Philadelphia. Pa.
July 30 .. jl'icourme/.:: East Prov., R. I.
Aug. 14...
O’Kobojo, S. D.

H-'lfe:::::

14

15

29

50

335

232

83

135

8

12

195

ti

2

G

O

2

2

1

4

July 31*." b.'E.’Lyon!..!!!. Hoquiao, Wash.

21

7

31

77

170

297

13G

133

13

G

25-1

10

3

7

2

1

3

3

2

Aug.’ 19*.!! A*F.’ Ellison!!!!.’ Eau Claire, Wris.

1094

480

1171

74

29200

1S287

57GG

950G

317

113

15989

131

175

398

153

GO

99

125

177

RECAPITULATION.
No. Divisions reporting to date............................................................................
No. Divisions not reporting to date.....................................................................
Percentage.......................................................................................................................
Divisions not reporting, Oregon, Gulf, West Virginia, Vermont.

■

■a

25
4
.80

02
31
52
5-1
29

per
per
per
per
per

cent of
cent of
cent of
cent of
cent of

members in line Memorial Day.
these armed.
these uniformed.
members at Sunday Services. .
Camps observed Uniou Defenders’ Day.
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TABLE No. 12.
Showing: Number of Iturial Services Conducted by Camps In each Division.
Division.

G.A.R.

S.V.

Alabama and Tennessee...
California..............................
Colorado................................
Connecticut..........................
Gulf........................................
Illinois...................................
Indiana..................................
Iowa.......................................
Kansas..................................
Kentucky...... ............ .......
Maine......................................
Maryland..............................
Massachusetts......................
Michigan...............................
Minnesota..............................

0
0
0
0

1
0
1
3

5
1
G
13
0
3
2

00

3
4
2
9
0
G
1
12
0

2

0

I

Division.

G.A.R.

S.V.

7
1
0
2
8
3

4
2
2
3
9
8

4
0

22
2

2

2

1

3

Missouri..............
Nebraska............
New Hampshire.
N ew Jersey........
New York..........
Ohio.....................
Oregon.................
Pennsylvania__
Rhode Island....
South Dakota__
Vermont..............
Washington........
West Virginia...
Wisconsin...........

TABLE No. 13.

Showing: Number of Camps using: Memorial Services, and which in each Division.
Division.

A.

B.

Alabama and Tennessee...
California..............................
Colorado................................
Connecticut..........................
Gulf........................................
Illinois....................................
Indiana..................................
Iowa........................................
Kansas....................................
Kentucky..............................
Maine....................................
Maryland..............................
Massachusetts......................
Michigan................................
Minnesota............................'.

1
0
0
4

0
3
0
3

1
9
3
13

3
17
14
14

4
6
2

8
2
13
G

5

9

Division.

Missouri..............
Nebraska............
New Hampshire
New Jersey........
New York..........
Ohio.....................
Oregon.................
Pennsylvania —
Rhode Island —
South Dakota—
Vermont..............
Washington........
West Virginia...
Wisconsin...........

A.

B.

7
G
1
2
8
18

11
7
1
4
9
19

24
2

19
3

1

4

3

2

TABLE No. 14.

Comparative Statement.
1890

1888 ! 1889

>

1.
2.
3.
•1.
5.
0.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
H.
15.
1C.
17.

Number of Divisions reporting.......
Number of Divisions not reporting..
Number of Camps reporting............
Number of Camps not reporting......
Percentage of Camps reporting.......
No. of brothers belonging to Camps.
No. of brothers in line Memorial Day
No. of brothers armed and in line
Memorial Day............................
No. of brothers uniformed and in
lino Memorial Day......................
No. of llring squads furnished.........
No. of addresses made by Sons of
Veterans........ ...........................
No. of brothers attending Memorial
Sunday Services.........................
No. of Camps observing Union De
fenders’ Day..............................
No. of deaths in Division during last
twelve months............................
No. of funerals attended by Camps
iua body....................................
No. of burial services conducted by
Camps......................................
Number of Camps using Memorial
Services.......................................j

1891

1892

1S93

1S04

1895

29

28

1013
288
7s
32012 31795
....... ........ i 29841 32285
18019
19918
20281
20132
15580 HU37 j 19957

1142
380
75
31550

8 !i n
751 1030 970

3Gl0t 3088
9211

48G3

22

21

10V.2
700

1028
750

11

29
1
1011
515

20021

5002

5073

9328 11019 13259 131-17 13014 14182
333
277
201
193
212

13075
317

250

•132

11370 1250-1 13839 14115 15935 14100 15903

10954

182

89

119

123

i
i

103

IGS

21‘.

221

870

311

357

350

189

185'

207

103
\ G.A.R.419
7 S.V. 123
{G.A.lt. 03
7S.V.
79
99
178
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The report will take the usual course.
Next in order is the report of the Council-in-Chief. Is the Council-in-Chief
ready to report?
CONCERNING REPORT OF COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER:
Commander, the
Council-in-Chief has made progress in its work, but it is not yet prepared
to submit its report.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: When will the report be ready?
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: I think, Com
mander, we can have the report ready by tomorrow morning.
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SUGGESTS NIGHT SESSION OF THE C. IN C.
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:
I think it would be well for the Encamp
ment, inasmuch as we have been greatly delayed in our work, to have a
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief to-night; and if the Commandery-inChief decides to meet to-night, I would inquire, can the Council-in-Chief be
ready to report after supper?
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander, before it is decided to
have a meeting to-night, let me say on behalf of the Citizens’ Committee of
Louisville that they have gone to a great deal of trouble to entertain our
visiting brothers, and they have arranged for a Camp Fire to-night. I know
business is business and should be attended to in the proper way, but I
think we will have ample time to attend to our business to-morrow, and
attend the speaking to-night at the Camp Fire. The Commander-in-Chief is
down for a speech and the other members of the Order will all want to go,
and I hope we will not have any session to-night. We could work after the
Camp Fire, if necessary, and we can work harder to-morrow. I am sure
that the Council-in-Chief will make their report early to-morrow morning
and we will get that out of the way. You know these are hard times, and
I have made great promises on the part of the Sons of Veterans, and the
Citizens’ Committee and the people of Louisville have made great efforts
to entertain you, and we have gotten up this Camp Fire, and we hope you
will not go back on us. Do not let us have a meeting to-night. Let us go
to the Camp Fire.
(Applause.)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: So far as the Commander-in-Chief is
concerned, he expressed the opinion of but one member of this Encampment,
but he is under the impression that he can serve the Order better by using
his influence to have a session to-night than by any speech he could make
simply
at the Camp Fire; but that matter rests with the Commandery.
suggest it because we have not been as expeditious as we should have been
in the transaction of the business before the Commandery up to this time.

i

:

MOTION TO TAKE RECESS TILL 8:30 A. M.
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander, l move that the Commandery-in-Cliief takes recess until to-morrow morning at half past eight.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: 1 hope Brother Buckley will not insist
upon that motion. It is only a quarter of five now, and there is plenty of
time to work between this and supper time.
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Then, Commander. I will move that
when the Commandery-in-Chief takes recess, it be until to-morrow morning
at half past eight o’clock.
MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander, I second the
motion.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, 1 understand the
Council-in-Chief is not ready to report, but I move we proceed with the reg
ular order.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The motion is not in order, There
is a motion pending, that when we close this session we take recess until hair
past eight o’clock to-morrow morning, and that motion takes precedence.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I move that that
motion be laid on the table.
OFFICER OF THE DAY SPINK: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is moved and seconded that the nio-

!
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tion that when we close this session we take recess until half past eiglu
o'clock tomorrow morning be laid on the table. Those in favor of the mo
tion will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands.
Those opposed the same sign. The Chair is in doubt. All those in favor of
the motion will please rise and stand until they are counted by the Adju
tant-General. The Adjutant-General will count. Be seated. Those opposed
will now rise and stand until they are counted.
The Adjutant-General reported forty-nine voting in favor of the motion,
and twenty-one against it.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Forty-nine having voted in favor of
the motion, and only twenty-one against it, the motion is carried, and the
motion that when we take recess it be until half past eight to-morrow
morning is laid upon the table.
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander, I move you, sir, that when
we take recess it be to convene to-morrow morning at a quarter to nine
o’clock.
The motion was seconded.
R. M. J. REED, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I have not talked much
this session, and I don't want to do it, but I want to appeal to the common
sense of the Brothers here. I presume I have as much sympathy for the
Local Committee and appreciate their kindness as much as any one; but
we come here for business, and we have now sacrificed nearly two days and
have accomplished very little. We have left our homes at the sacrifice of
our personal comfort and left our business at some financial sacrifice, and
we want to transact the business of this Encampment and get back. If
there is any fun and pleasure going let those who have the time stay here
and enjoy it after the work of the Encampment is over.
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander, when I stood on the floor
of the Encampment at Knoxville, Tennessee, and invited this body to come
to Louisville, 1 intended that they should be entertained as well. as we
knew how to do it. Since that time complications have arisen in the finan
cial world owing to which the attendance at this meeting is very small, and
owing to which it was extremely hard to raise the amount of money neces
sary to entertain this Encampment, but the Local Camp worked hard, and
the Citizens’ Committee have worked hard and they have gone to a great
deal of expense and a great deal of trouble to entertain you to-night at
Phoenix Hill. It is only for a few hours, and it is only common courtesy to
these men who have tried to help us, for the Encampment to adjourn and
for the members to attend’this Camp Fire to-night. I do hope you will not
have a business meeting to-night. I appeal to you, my Brothers, not to do
so. I have tried to do what I could for the Sons of Veterans since I have
been in the Order, and I hope you will stand by me in this matter, I am
willing to work with you all night after that is over, and all day to-morrow;
but don’t let us have a meeting that will conflict with this Camp Fire. (Ap
plause.)
J. A. AVERDICK: Commander, I rise to a question of privilege. I am
not a delegate, but I am an old Son of a Veteran, and a member from
Kentucky, and your Past Surgeon General, and I ask to be heard.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Will the Commandery hear Brother
Averdick? (Cries of "Consent,” "Consent.”) By unanimous consent
Brother Averdick may proceed.
J. A. AVERDICK, of Kentucky: Brother Commander, and Brother Sons
of Veterans, those of you who have been here in times past know that I am
an old standby Son of a Veteran, and you have never found me wanting
when you needed me. You are now upon the soil of Kentucky, a State that
l love with my whole heart, and you are enjoying Kentucky hospitality, that
has a reputation all over this land. In this city they have done all they
possibly could to entertain you; they have gone to great expense at a time
when money is very scarce. Now, Brother Sons of Veterans, it is not the
proper thing to ignore the arrangements that have been made by the Local
Committee here. You don’t come to your Encampments to do such an
enormous amount of business. You come to enjoy yourselves. You are away
from home and having a pleasant time, and you want to go to the Camp
Fire to-night. We want you to go to the Camp Fire because we want to
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show you what Kentucky hospitality means. I beg of you in the name of
the City of Louisville, and its press and those who have taken part in your
entertainment, not to have a meeting to-night, but to give your attention
to the Camp Fire and listen to the eloquence of Kentucky orators and see
the beauty of Kentucky ladies; because I tell you, Brothers, I care not where
you go, nor where you come from, you can not find prettier women any
where than here in the State of Kentucky. (Applause.)
Now with all due respect to my Kansas friend, I want to say to him
that you have plenty of time to get through what business you have to
attend to to-morrow, and I hope all the brothers will think just as I do
and come to the Camp Fire this evening. (Applause.)
H. H. CANFIELD, of Iowa: Commander, I want to say that I voted
against Kentucky a short time ago, bui the classic eloquence of our friend
on the right, has converted me, and if I have an opportunity I am ready to
vote with him.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, there is an unwritten at
tribute that I think belongs to the Sons of Veterans and should be added to
Friendship, Loyalty and Charity, and that is Honor. We as an organization
are in honor bound to appreciate and accept the hospitality which is tendered
us by Kentucky. (Applause.) Now there is a law of the land that no law
shall be enacted which is retroactive in its nature, and the action that is
contemplated by this motion is of that nature. If you are going to do a
thing of that kind, if you are going to reject the hospitality of any city to
which we may go, let us fix that here for the future, so that the next Com
mittee on Arrangements will know what to depend on. Let us not go back
on our honor and put the Local Committee in the position they would be put
in if we, after they have made all arrangements for a Camp Fire for us,
refuse to attend, or even adjourn our regular session for it. Let us stand
by the Committee on Arrangements.
MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander, I coincide with
my Brother on the right. For the honor of our National Encampment I
think we ought to stand by the Local Committee on Arrangements. If we
have a meeting to-night and thus refuse to attend the Camp Fire and show
our appreciation of the hospitality of this city I think it would be a shame,
and we would be rebuked by the press from one end of the country to the
other. I think we should give way to-night for the entertainment that the
citizens of this beautiful city have provided for us. (Applause and cries
of “Question,” “Question.”)
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, this all sounds
very nice, but there is a limit to all things. Kentucky has taken our time,
last night for a reception and to-day for a parade. I know there are not
two dozen men who would go to the Camp Fire. Now, why can not the
members of this Encampment who are here to do business come and hold
a session to-night and close up our business. As a matter of fact we are
just beginning it. I am in hopes that this motion will bo put down.
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander, at a great deal of trouble
and expense the people of Louisville have tried to entertain the members
of this Encampment. Owing to the hard times, notwithstanding all our
efforts we were unable to provide as much entertainment as we desired to,
and there was nothing to be done for you last night, when a noble-hearted
lady of this city, a western woman who has come here and made her home
with us, went down in her pocket, when the Committee had not the means,
and provided the entertainment to which you were invited last night. (Ap
plause.) And yet my friend from Kansas talks about Kentucky making un
reasonable demands upon your time. I do not think anything further neei
be said on this subject.
(Cries of “Question,” “Question,” “Question.”)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, the motion is that wheni
lake recess, we take recess until a quarter to nine o’clock to-morrow m
iug. All those in favor of the motion wil please give their assent by
«*
and standing until they are counted. The Adjutant General will
Those opposed will rise.
_
r n,rt
The Adjutant General reported thirty-four voting in favor ol the moil
and twenty-five against it.
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The vote standing thirty-four in favor
of the motion and twenty-five against it, the motion is carried] and when the
Commandery takes recess it will be until to-morrow morning at a quarter
to nine o’clock.
AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION MOVED.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I desire to move an amend
ment to the Constitution as follows:
To strike out the following words in the order of business on Page 47,
Article 9, “except that the election and installation of officers shall not be
held until all other work of the Commandery-in-Chief has been completed.”
SURGEON GENERAL GARDNER: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is moved by Brother Bundy, of
Ohio, and seconded by the Surgeon-General, that the Constitution be amended
by striking out the words indicated by him in Article 9, on Page 47, of the
Constitution.
POINT OF ORDER—ALL AMENDMENTS TO C., R. AND R. MUST GO
TO COMMITTEE ON C.. R. AND R.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, I rise
to a point of order.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Brother will state his point of
order.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, my
point of order is that this amendment is out of order because it should be
referred to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations and come
before the Encampment from that Committee. It would require unanimous
consent to consider it at this time.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair will hold the point of order
well taken. The amendment can only come before the Commandery at this
time by unanimous consent ; it can only come before the house otherwise
under its proper head and order of business as prescribed in the Constituion.
MOTION TO TRANSPOSE ORDER OF BUSINESS.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, 1 move that the order of
business be transposed so that we can now hear the report of the Com
mittee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
SURGEON GENERAL GARDNER: Commander, I second the motion.
MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander, I hope that
motion will not pass.
A. G. COURTNEY, of New York: Commander, I rise to a point of order,
1 failed to see the second to that motion rise and salute ihe Chair, and I
raise a point of order on that account.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair is under the impression
that he heard a second. If there are no further remarks the question is on
the motion to transpose the order of business. All those in favor will give
their assent bv the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those
opposed the same sign. The motion seems to be carried—a division is called
for. All those in favor of the motion will rise and stand until they are
counted. The Adjutant General will count. Those opposed will now rise.
The Adjutant General reported fifty-six voting in favor of the motion
and eight against it.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The vote standing fifty-six in the
affirmative and eight in the negative the motion is carried.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Commander, I have
a matter that I would like to speak of at this point. I wish to do it now
because it may require a committee.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: There is nothing in order now but the
report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, except by
unanimous consent. If there is no objection Brother Cooper may proceed.

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.
CONCERNING THE LAYING OF THE CORNER STONE OF THE MONU
MENT TO THE MEMORY OF THE LOYAL SOLDIERS OF EAST
TENNESSEE IN NATIONAL CEMETERY AT
KNOXVILLE.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Commander, I will
only detain the Commandery a moment. On the fifteenth of October of
this year we in Knoxville, Tennessee, are going to lay the corner stone of
a monument that is being erected in the National Cemetery to the memory
of the loyal soldiers of East Tennessee. In the erection of that monument
the Sons of Veterans have participated to a large extent. I believe it would
be fitting and right that the Commandery-in-Cliief of the Sons of Veterans
should be represented when that corner stone is laid, and I now suggest, with
the request that I am not placed upon the Committee, that a committee be
appointed to prepare such fitting memorial as should go in that corner stone
upon that occasion; and 1 make the request, Brother Commander, that some
steps be taken that the Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans be
recognized on that solemn occasion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion
that a committee be appointed to participate in the memorial exercises at.
the laying of the corner stone of the monument to the loyal soldiers of East
Tennessee in the National Cemetery at Knoxville. All those in favor of the
motion will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Hands
down. Those opposed the same sign. The motion seems to be and is
carried. The committee wil be appointed by the incoming Commauder-inChief.
The next thing in the order of business as transposed by the Com
mandery is the report of the Committee on Constiution, Rules aud Regula
tions. Is that Committee ready to report? The Chairman of that Committee
is Brother McGuire, but he does not seem to be present.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTE1N: Commander, I desire
unanimous consent to introduce a resolution which pertains to the reading
of the reports of Committees and action thereon.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Has the Quartermaster General unani
mous consent to present a resolution? (Cries of “Consent,” “Consent.”)
Brother Loebenstein may proceed.
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RESOLUTION CONCERNING ACTION ON COMMITTEE REPORTS.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: The resolution I de
sire to offer is. as follows:
RESOLVED, That all reports of committees be considered section by
section, and if no objection is made they shall be considered adopted. It
objection is made the committee shall be understood to move concurrence in
their report, and the question shall be upon that motion.
Commander, I move the adoption of the resolution.
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The question is on the adoption of the
resolution. All those in favor of the motion will give their assent by the
usual voting sign of the Order. Those opposed the same sign. The motion
seems to be carried and the resolution is adopted.
The Committee on Constitution does not seem ready to report.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I understand the
sense of Brother Bundy’s motion to be that we take up the next order of busi
ness, which was reports of committees. That would include the Committee
on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and on Resolutions and on Ritual.
That is, that the motion not only included the report of the Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations, but the other committees as well.
RULING OF THE CHAIR ON BRO. BUNDY’S MOTION TO TRANSPOSE
ORDER OF BUSINESS.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The motion of Brother Bundy was
that we transpose the order of business so that we might hear the report
of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations at this time. From
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the fact that the order of business provides for the reports of Committees,
and under that head would come the report of the Committee on Constitution,
Rules and Regulations, the Chair is of the opinion that the report of any
committee could be heard at this time. Is there any other committee ready
to report? The Committee on Resolutions? Has the Committee on Cre
dentials a supplementary report to make?
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL: The Committee on Credentials has no
further report to make at present.
REPORT OF COMMITTEES APPOINTED LAST YEAR CALLED FOR.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: At the last Encampment provision was
made for the appointment of a number of standing committees. I don’t re
member what they were, but reference to the proceedings of the last En
campment would disclose the committees and for what purpose they were
appointed, and the reports of those committees might be heard at this time.
There was a Committee on Memorial Monuments in connection with the
Confederate Sons of Veterans. Brother Wolz is the only member of that
committee present.

PARTIAL REPORT FROM MONUMENT COMMITTEE.
GEORGE F. WOLZ, of Nebraska: Commander, as I am the only mem
ber of the Monument Committee appointed by you on the order of the last
Encampment present, I would like to read a letter from Brother E. R. Camp
bell, Chairman of that Committee. It is as follows:
“WASHINGTON, D. C., Sept. 6, 1S96.
MY DEAR BROTHER:—
At the last minute I find that in consequence of illness I am unable to
attend the meeting of the Fifteenth Encampment of the Commandery-iuChief S. of V. I am unable to express my disappointment in thus being
deprived of the pleasure of meeting the boys.
Will you kindly see Bro. Oberdorff, of N. Y., and express my regrets and
disappointment, also request him to make my excuses to the Encampment
and report the action of the Monument Committee appointed by Commanderin-Chief Russell of which he, Oberdorf, is Secy.
The correspondence had with the Sons of Confederate Veterans has been
unsatisfactory for the reason that they have no permanent organization and
the subordinate bodies fail to respond except in a doubtful sneering manner.
I would recommend postponement of the whole matter until the Order of
S. of V., U. S. A., shall have become strong enough to carry the project into
effect and complete the monuments.
Otherwise it may be well to continue a committee authorized by the En
campment which may consist of all the Past Commanders-in-Chief until the
work is finished. Any action by our Committee will be satisfactory to me.
When the committee comes up for action, please have Brother Oberdorf
attend to it.
Wishing success to our noble Order,
I am very truly in F., C. and L..
E. R. CAMPBELL.
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P. S.—Please express my kind regards to all the boys, as well as the
disappointment to me in not being able to see them face to face.
C.”

Commander, being the only member of that Committee present, I would
recommend that this Committee be either continued, or discharged, being
unable to do anything further at this time.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the report
of the Committee and its recommendation. What is the pleasure of the En
campment?
MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander, I move that
the Committee be continued.
,
T
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Commander, I
second the motion.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, I move an amendment to
that motion that the Committee be continued, and without expense to the
Commandery-in-Chief.
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MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander, I accept the
amendment.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: For the information of the Encamp
ment I will read the resolution under -which this Committee was appointed.
“RESOLVED, That the Order of the Sons of Veterans assembled in
National Convention at Knoxville, Tennessee, propose to, in conjunction with
the Sons of the ex-Confederate soldiers of the war of 1861-5, erect on the
three National Battle-field Parks of the U. S. A., each a peace monument,
and recommend a committee be appointed and report thereon, without ex
pense to the Commandery-in-Chief.”
Now Brothers, are you ready for the question?
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Commander, we
understand this to be a motion to accept this report and continue this com
mittee. Is it not possible that some of the members of the present committee
may be disqualified by physical disability or otherwise. I have in mind
particularly Col. Oberdorf. He may not be able to continue his work on
this committee.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair is not informed as to any
thing of that kind. The motion as amended is to continue the committee
without expense to the Commandery-in-Chief. Those in favor of the motion
will give their consent by the usual voting sign of the Order? Down hands.
Those opposed the same sign. The motion seems to be carried and is carried
and the Committee is continued without expense to the Commandery-inChief.
Are there any other committees that were appointed either at the last
Encampment or under its authority that are ready to report at this time?
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, would it be a proper thing to
make a motion to request them to meet at once and report to us?
ANNOUNCEMENTS.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair has an announcement from
the Committee on Resolutions. Chairman Dustin requests that all the mem
bers of the Committee on Resolutions meet him at Room 217 of the Galt
House immediately upon recess of the Commandery.
GEORGE F. WOLZ, of Nebraska: Commander, it has always been cus
tomary to have a roll call of the States for the reception and reference of
communications from the Divisions. That has not been done this year.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Brother is mistaken. That has
been done. If the Brother has anything to offer, however, it may be offered
and will go to the proper committee.
INSPECTOR GENERAL STILLSON: Commander, the Committee on
Ritual will hold a meeting at Room 207 at the Galt House at seven o’clock
this evening.
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CONCERNING R. R. CERTIFICATES AND DELEGATES’ BADGES.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTE1N: Commander, I desire
to announce to the Brothers that all the railroad certificates issued have not
yet been turned in, and it is absolutely necessary that they be turned in
before to-morrow. The agent will be here on to-morrow only and all these
tickets must be signed by him. or they will not be honored for return passage.
That applies to all the certificates issued by the Western Association, the
New England Association and the Trunk Line Association.
I desire to make the further announcement that the supply of delegates’
badges is about exhausted, and if any have not been provided they should
make immediate application for the same.
CONGRATULATORY LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS.
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL: Commander, if there is nothing further
to come before the Encampment this evening I have a number of letters
and telegrams of greeting which might be read now.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Adjutant General will read the
letters and telegrams.
The Adjutant General read the following letters and telegrams:
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COVINGTON, Ky., Sept. 5th, 189G.
TO THE NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT SONS OF VETERANS, GREETNG:
The Department of Ky. Woman’s Relief Corps send greetings to the Sons
of Veterans in session, pledging themselves to assist in advancing the inter
ests of their Order.
In F., C. and L.,
BELLE ROSS LUDWIG,
HANNAH DONALDSON,
Dept. Pres.
Dept. Sec
MARY LYLE REYNOLDS,
Past Nat’l. J. V. Pres. W. R. C.
READING, Pa., Sept. 2, 1896.
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF RUSSELL, Louisville.
Camp 16 sends greeting with best wishes for success of the Sons of
Veterans. Give us a rake.
GEN. GEO. G. MEADE CAMP.
KNOXVILLE, Tenn., Sept. 8, 1896.
C. BORIN, ADJUTANT GENERAL, care Galt House, Louisville.
Sanders Camp, in regular session, sends fraternal greetings to the Commandery-in-Chief.
S. V. CHANDLER.
Captain.
DENVER, Colo., Sept. 9, 1896.
COMMANDER RUSSELL, S. OF V., Louisville, Ky.
Farragut Camp, in session, send greeting to Commandery-in-Chief.
P. H. LIMBACH.
KNOXVILLE, Tenn., Sept. 9, 1S96.
C. BORIN, ADJ. GEN. SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., care Galt House,
Louisville.
Alabama and Tennessee Division sends fraternal greeting to the Fif
teenth National Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief.
E. E. CARTER,
Adjutant.
ST. JOSEPH, Mo., Sept. 7, 1896.
W. H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, S. OF V., U. S. A., care Galt
House, Louisville.
Lincoln Camp, in session assembled, extend greeting.
GEO. B. ARNOLD,
Captain Commanding.
PROVIDENCE, R. I., Sept. 8, 1896.
GEN. WILLIAM H. RUSSELL, Galt House. Louisville, Ky.
Rhode Island sends greetings and wishes for a successful encampment.
HERBERT S. THOMPSON,
Div. Comdr.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I move that these
greetings be incorporated in the proceedings of the Encampment.
W. P. FEDER, of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It will be taken by consent if there is
no objection. The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
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COMMITTEE TO CONVEY S. OF V. GREETINGS TO C.-IN-C. CLARKSON
OF THE G. A. R. AUTHORIZED.
GEORGE F. WOLZ, of Nebraska: Commander, I move that a Com
mittee of three be appointed to convey the greetings of the Sons of Veterans
U. S. A. to Commander-in-Chief T. S. Clarkson of the Grand Army.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
Any remarks? All those in favor of the motion will give their assent by
the usual voting sign of the order. Down hands. Those opposed the same
sign. The ayes seem to have it, and the ayes have it and the motion is
carried.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I desire to offer
the following resolution and move its adoption.

i•

RESOLUTION TO DISCONTINUE ALL CAMP FIRES. RECEPTIONS AND
PARADES AT C.-IN-C. SESSIONS.
RESOLVED, That hereafter the meetings of the Encampment be busi
ness sessions, and that all Camp Fires, receptions and parades be done away
with.
(Cries of “No,” “No,” “No.”)
The motion to adopt the resolution was seconded.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I don’t believe there is a
quorum present, and I demand a call of the house. I raise the point of order
that there is no quorum present.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, it seems to me that this Com
mittee on Resolutions could meet right now and prepare their report, and
then we could go ahead with its consideration. They could do it in twenty
minutes.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I desire a roll call
so that we can show who arc here attending to the business of the Encamp
ment, and who are neglecting it.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The motion has been made and sec
onded to adopt the resolution as read. Upon that a roll call is demanded.
The Adjutant General will call the roll.
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, there was also a point
of order raised that there is no quorum present.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The point of order has been raised that
there is no quorum present. Upon that question the Adjutant General will
call the roll.
The Adjutant General called the roll (roll call 4) and announced eiglitytwo members present.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The roll call showing eightv-two mem
bers present, the Chair holds that a quorum is present. The question is on
the motion to adopt the resolution offered by Brother Harrington of Kansas.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I have my reso
lution now in the shape that I want it.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The resolution as reduced to writing
may be substituted for the one introduced by unanimous consent. Bro. Har
rington will read it.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I desire the reso
lution to read as follows:
RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this Encampment that at future meet
ings of the Commandery-in-Cliief all parades, receptions and Camp Fires
shall be dispensed with until after the business of the Commandery-in-Chief
has been completed.
T move the adoption of that resolution.
The motion to adopt the resolution was seconded.
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, I move the resolution
be laid on the table.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-TN-CHTEF: The motion is to lay the resolution on
the table. All those in favor of the motion will rise and stand until counted,
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Be seated. Those opposed will now rise. Thirty-four having voted in favor
of the motion and thirty-five against it, the motion to lay on the table is lost
C. S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, I demand a roll call on my
motion.
LEWIS A. DILLEY, of Iowa: Commander, I second the demand.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Commander, I also
second the demand for a roll call.
CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF COLE: Commander, are remarks in order?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: No, debate is not in order. A roll
call has been demanded upon the motion to lay on the table.
CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF COLE: Commander, I move as an amendment to
the motion that the resolution be referred to the proper committee.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair will hold that that motion
is not in order, not having precedence at this time. The Chair was under
the impression that the roll call had been demanded by at least two divisions.
The Chair wants to be sure about that.
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, Maryland, Iowa and
Tennessee demand a roll call.
"WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I don’t see the object of
having a roll call now on this motion. This motion that has been defeated
was simply a motion to lay on the table. Let the question be put on the
adoption of the resolution, and then if we lose I will join the Brother in
demanding a roll call.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It occurs to the Commander-in-Chief
that Brother Bundy’s suggestion is a good one.
LEWIS A. DILLEY, of Iowa: Commander, I rise for information. How
does this resolution come before the Encampment without having gone be
fore the Committee on Resolutions?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Commandery-in-Chief decided by
unanimous consent some time ago to hear the resolutions.
CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF COLE: When the motion to lay on the table
was voted down was not the original motion then before the house?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: No. A roll call on the motion to lay
on the table was demanded by more than two divisions, and the Chair held
that the roll should be called* on the demand of the constitutional number
of divisions.
CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF COLE: Had the Chair so declared when I rose
and asked if remarks were in order?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair holds that the only thing in
order now is the roll call, unless the Brothers withdraw their application
for it.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I beg these Brothers to
withdraw their demand for a roll call merely upon a motion to lay on the
table. We may have to have another roll call afterwards upon the motion
to adopt the resolution, so that there would be nothing gained by it. Let us
vote upon the original motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Adjutant General will call the
roll.
WALTER S.-PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, I ask unanimous consent
that we vote upon the original resolution without calling the roll. If we
don’t vote it down beyond question then we can have a roll call and see how
the matter stands.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The only way that the roll call can
be dispensed with at this time is by the withdrawal of the demand for it.
LEWIS A. DILLEY, of Towa: Commander, I withdraw my demand for
a roll call providing the roll is called on the original motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is the understanding of the Order
that the roll is to be called upon the original motion.
CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF COLE: Commander, if the roll call is to be
demanded on the original motion, I claim the right to be heard. I have a
right to talk on any motion that is before the house.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Demand for a roll call on the motion
to lay on the table being withdrawn, debate is in order on the original mo
tion.
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CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF COLE: Commander, I want to say that I hope
very sincerely that this motion will he voted down, or at least referred to
the proper committee. It does not seem to me that there are enough
Brothers here to fairly consider such a resolution. It should he considered
by a full house. To my mind it takes away the incentive of a great many
men to attend an Encampment of this sort. It has no weight with me, it
would have no weight with me in future years. But I know there are men
in this organization who take their vacation at this time and spend it in
attending our Encampment, and if we say to the citizens of the cities in
which we hold our Encampments that we can not enjoy their hospitality,
if we say they shall not do anything for our entertainment, we will deprive
our Encampments of a great attraction to a great many members of the
Order. The great advantage of these things is that we get before the public.
The more we are entertained by the public at large the more attention we
attract, and the more we come into public notice the better they will un
derstand us and the more they will be in sympathy with the Order of the
Sons of Veterans. You can put that in your pipe and smoke it. (Applause.)
There are a great many people east and west who do not know anything about
this Order. They think we are celebrating something that has gone by.
They do not understand the principles on which we are founded. Are you
going to cut off the only means we have of making them better acquainted
with us? If we come here and shut ourselves up within four walls, refuse
to show ourselves in public and give out nothing of our deliberations very
few would know we were in town at all. We want the public to know
what kind of a body of men we are. They don’t know our moral caliber;
they do not know our intellectual caliber; they do not know anything about
us; and that is one great trouble with the order. (Applause.) Now if you
want to make it worse than it is, adopt this resolution offered by my
Brother from Kansas. (Applause.)
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, I move the previous question.
H. T. COOPER, of Tennessee: Commander, I second the motion.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander—
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: I will recognize Brother Harrington to
close the debate.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander and Brothers, it
seems to me the sooner we recognize the fact that this is a deliberative body
the better. The fact of the matter is we are in disgrace in all of the cities
where we have held our Encampments, except in the city of Knoxville, be
cause we have held out to those cities that we were going to bring great
crowds of people there, and the Local Committees have got the citizens to
subscribe money and get up entertainments because of the great big crowd
that was coming to the city; and when we meet the people are disappointed
and the Order goes out of that town disgraced. The sooner we recognize the
fact that we are a deliberative body only, and that we come simply for the
purpose of attending to business, and that we do not come to see the town
nor to see the people, the better it will be for us. We did not come down
here to see the citizens of Louisville. We came here to renew our acquaintance
with old members and make new acquaintances among the members of the
Order. If the citizens of Louisville desire, after we get through our delibera
tions, to extend to us certain social advantages, all well and good for those
who desire to stay here and enjoy them. Do not let them break in on our
deliberations. Those things should be put off until after the business of the
Encampment is completed. We have now wasted two days on account of
the attractions of the city of Louisville. They gave a reception last night
and a parade to-day and a Camp Fire to-night. If we had properly attended
to the business of thisEncampment, we would bo through with it at this
time. Those of us whohave business that requires attention at home, want
to go home, and those who are here on a vacation, as my friend says, can
stay here and enjoy themselves for a week, if they want to.
LEWIS A. DILLEY, of Iowa: Commander, I rise to a question of per
sonal privilege.The Brother has stated that the Sons of Veterans have
gone in disgrace out of every town that they have been in; that they have
represented to those towns that a much larger number would be there than
did come. I want to say that in making the arrangements for the Encamp
ment at Davenport I said in the papers that there would be about five hun-
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dred there, and there was no misrepresentation made to the citizens of that
town, and you did not leave the City of Davenport in disgrace. You fulfilled
within fifty the promises made; and the people of Davenport gave their
money cheerfully because they wanted to entertain you; and we did entertain
you to the best of our ability.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Commander, I rise
to a question of personal privilege. I want to say that the Sons of Veterans
did not leave the City of Knoxville in disgrace. The citizens of Knoxville
were not disappointed, and they look forward to some day when they will
have the pleasure of seeing you again in that city, and they will entertain
you as they did before.
(Cries of “Question.” ‘’Question.”)
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I want to call
Brother Cooper’s attention to the fact that I excepted the City of Knoxville
in what I said.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair will state that the Commander-in-Chief and the Adjutant General took pains this year to impress
upon the Local Committees that this was a delegate body and that probably
there would not be to exceed a hundred of us present at the most, outside
of the membership of this Commandery-in-Chief. The Adjutant General will
call the roll on the adoption of this resolution. Those who are in favor of
this resolution will vote aye and those opposed will vote no.
LEWIS A. DILLEY, of Iowa: Commander, we withdraw the demand for
a roll call.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Then all those in favor of the motion
will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the order. Hands down.
Those opposed the same sign. The Chair is in doubt. All those in favor of
the motion will rise and stand until they are counted. Be seated. Those
opposed wil now rise. Thirty-four having voted in the affirmative anu
forty-one in the negative the Chair declares that the resolution is not
adopted. (Applause.)
MOTION TO TAKE RECESS.
H. T. COOPER, of Tennessee: Commander, I move the Commaudery-inChief do now take recess until to-morrow morning at S:45 o’clock.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The motion is out of order because the time has already been fixed to which
the Commandery-in-Chief will take recess.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The point of order is well taken.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Now, Commander, I would like to know
what is the matter with the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions—if we can not have a partial report at least?
H. M. HANSON, of Iowa: Commander, I move we take recess.
The motion was seconded.
...
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: All those in favor of the motion will
give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. I hose
opposed the same sign. The ayes seem to have it; the ayes have it, ana
the Commandery-in-Chief takes recess until to-morrow morning at o.io
o’clock.
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THIRD DAY.
September 10th, 1S96. S: 15 a. m.
The Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CIIIEP: ' The Commandery will come to order.
The Inspector General will take up the password and countersign, assisted
by the Officer of the Day.
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL: Commander, I find all present are en
titled to remain and that the doors are properly secured.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Adjutant General will call the
roll and credit those present.
The Adjutant General called the roll and announced a quorum present.
(Roll call No. 5).
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The first. thing this morning, under
the order of business as transposed last evening, will be the report of the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations. Is that Committee ready
to report? The report will be read by Commander Harry D. Sisson.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON C., R. AND R.
HARRY D. SISSON, of Massachusetts: Commander, the Committee on
Constitution, Rules and Regulations submits the following report.
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TO THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF
THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT, S. OF V., U. S. A.:
CONCURRENCE IN RECOMMENDATION OF C. IN C. IN REGARD
AMENDMENTS AND SUSPENSIONS.
Your Committee recommend concurrence in the following recommenda
tion contained in Commander-in-Chief Russell’s report:
“The C., R. and R. has given- very general satisfaction and has been
found broad enough to cover every case arising during the year. I think we
should let well enough alone and make no amendments in our fundamental
law. In this connection, however, 1 feel constrained to call your attention to the
legislation enacted at the Knoxville meeting in relation to ‘suspensions’ and
which will be found on page 217 of the Journal of the Knoxville Encampment.
Almost all the troubles that have arisen regarding the construction of the
legislation of that Encampment, and which have called for a number of de
cisions, struck at that legislation. It was not, in my opinion, wise legisla
tion, but for reasons which are apparent, is pernicious in its effects, and is
calculated to make our membership, to a certain extent, fictitious. The legis
lation in question should be repealed.”
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection, under the
rule adopted on yesterday the recommendation of the Committee will stand
approved by the Commandery. Is there objection? The Chair hears none
and it is so ordered.
Secretary Sisson resumed the reading of the report as follows:
NON-CONCURRENCE IN RECOMMENDATION OF INSPECTOR GENERAL
IN REFERENCE TO UNIFORMS.
"The Committee deem it inexpedient to change the present constitutional
provision in regard to the uniform, as recommended by the Inspector General,
so long as Camps are constitutionally allowed to equip in any branch of the
military service. We would recommend the strict enforcement of our present
law relating to uniforms and equipments pertaining to the branch of military
service which the Camp may adopt.”
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection the recom
mendation of the Committee will stand approved. Is there objection.
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INSPECTOR GENERAL STILLSON: Commander, it seems to me the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations have not really gotten
the idea of my recommendation. I think it is very evident that three uni
forms can be worn. We have a regulation Sons of Veterans uniform in one
section, and in another section it provides for the United States Army uni
form. If you go into some of these country Camps you can see all sorts
and conditions and make-up of uniform, and you question any of the mem
bers of the Camp on inspection and he says I am uniformed according to
the Constitution, Rules and Regulations. How are you going to get around
it? If he has a pair of blue pants with a stripe down the legs and a blue
coat he is in uniform. The next man may be in an entirely different uni
form, but being in accordance with some branch of the service, he is all
right. It seems to me the time has come for some uniform that is uniform.
I labored last year with the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions trying to prepare something for them to present here, an article or
section of the Constitution which would provide for a uniform. I can call
your attention to several points on which our present Constitution, Rules and
Regulations is entirely blank. I would like to know what authority any
one has in the Sons of Veterans for putting any marks on the collar of his
coat? We all have them. I have some on mine. Is that regulation? Who
is going to determine whether my coat is regulation, or whether any other
brother’s coat is regulation? I do not see why this Order can not have
a regulation uniform as well as other Orders. This is simply carrying the
matter over. You do nothing, and we go on making ourselves the laughing
stock of all the military people of this country. We aim to be a military or
ganization and we are only an abortion, so far as uniforms are concerned.
I do not want to take up the time of gentlemen who are anxious to get
away, or anxious to proceed with the election, by bringing up any such un
important matter as the uniform, but I hope that in due course of time
there will be fifteen or twenty minutes to spare in which the Commanderyin-Chief may consider the matter of uniform and adopt something as the
regular uniform of this Order.
MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander, I move con
currence in this section of the report of the Committee.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Under the rule adopted yesterday,
such motion is unnecessary. When objection is made to any section of the
report of a committee, the committee is understood to move the adoption
of the report. The question is upon that motion. Are you ready for the
question on the adoption of this section of the report of the Committee on
C., R. and R.? All those in favor of the adoption of the recommendation of
the Committee will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The ayes seem to have it.
The ayes have it and the recommendation of the Committee is concurred in.
Secretary Sisson resumed the reading of the report as follows:
RECOMMENDING NO CHANGE IN THE CONSTITUTION.
“While several other matters were presented to your committee, they were
mostly of a minor nature, and aside from recommendations already made
above, we heartily concur in the opinion expressed in the report of the Commander-in-Chief that no material changes be made in our fundamental law
this year.
NEWTON «T. McGUIRE,
MANLY WREN,
GEO. E. COX,
Z. C. GREEN,
H. D. SISSON,
Committee on C., R. and R.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON C., R. AND R. ADOPTED AS A WHOLE.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The report of the Committee has al
ready been adopted by sections. The question is now before the Encamp
ment on the motion to adopt the report of the Committee as a whole as read.
All those in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of
the Order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The ayes seem to
have it. The ayes have it, and the report as a whole is adopted.
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b. L. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Commander, I move the Committee on Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations he discharged with thanks.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is moved and seconded that the Com
mittee, on Constitution, Rules and Regulations he discharged with thanks
hy the Commandery. If there is no objection that will he taken by consent,
and the Committee is discharged with thanks.
Next under the special order of business will be the report of the Com
mittee on Ritual, Inspector General Stillson, Chairman. Is that Committee
ready to report?
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RITUAL.
TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL EN
CAMPMENT OF THE S. V., U. S. A.:
NO CHANGES IN THE RITUAL THIS YEAR, AND STANDING COMMIT
TEE ON RITUAL RECOMMENDED.
Your Committee on Ritual has the following report to offer: Be it
I. RESOLVED, That in the opinion of this Committee it is not advisable
to make changes in the Ritual at this time, for the following reasons: Lack
of funds, there being already the necessary expenditures before the Com
mander}’ of printing the Blue Book and the ten years’ service badge. This
Committee recommends that this Commandery-in-Chief have a committee ap
pointed to prepare and present a Ritual to the Commander}’ at some future
Encampment, the Commander}’ to pay the expenses of such committee, pro
vided that the new Ritual reported by such Committee is adopted.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the resolution
reported by the Committee will be concurred in. The Chair hears no ob
jection and it is so ordered.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
II. RESOLVED, That the changes suggested by different Divisions, in
dividuals, and this Committee, be referred to a Standing Committee to be
appointed by the Commander-in-Chief elect, to be incorporated in the Ritual
at such time as it may be deemed advisable to revise said Ritual.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection, the resolu
tion offered by the Committee will stand adopted. The Chair hears no ob
jection and it is so ordered.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
ONLY ONE DEGREE OF RITUAL TO BE WORKED IN AN EVENING.III. RESOLVED, That it is the opinion of this Committee that the Ritual
now in vogue be thus interpreted: that only one degree be worked in an
evening.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Is there objection? The Chair hears
none, and the resolution is adopted.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
CANDIDATES TO PASS EXAMINATION IN PRECEDING DEGREE BE
FORE TAKING A HIGHER.
IV. RESOLVED, That it is the opinion of this Committee that a candidate
pass a satisfactory examination in one degree before he be allowed to take
another degree; and that he be tested by the Captain upon his knowledge
before the assembled Camp opened in that degree.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the resolution
offered by the Committee will be adopted. The Chair hears no objection.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of his report as
follows:
CORRECTIONS IN PRESENT RITUAL.
The Ritual Committee of the Fifteenth Annual Encampment beg leave
to call attention to the following points in the Ritual which in their opinion
need revision and correction:
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That portion of instructions for the movement of the square contained
in brackets on page 23, to read as follows:
"Sergeant of the Guard marches to front of Captain’s station; at his
command the Advance Guard ‘about face,’ the escort and recruit ‘left face. » »»
On page 23 next to last line substitute “escort” in lieu of "Sergeant of
Guard.”
On page 30, add to instruction of Sergeant of Guard in brackets at top
of page, "and gives command ‘Twos left.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the corrections
offered by the Committee will be adopted. Is there objection? The Chair
hears none and the changes are adopted.
The Chairman of the Committee continued the reading of the report as
follows:
BALLOTTING ON CANDIDATES.
"That at the election of candidates that the 1st Sergeant shall present
the ballot box to the 2d and 1st Lieutenant in order named for inspection of
the vote before presenting it to the Captain, who shall announce the re
sult.”
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Is there objection? The Chair hears
none and the recommendation of the Committee is concurred in.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
The suggestions as to changes in the Ritual, other than those suggested
by this Committee, are to be found in the communications from Major Davis
and the resolutions of the Missouri Division, all of which are hereto ap
pended as a portion of this report.
(Signed)
F. C. STILLSON,
LEWIS A. DILLEY,
W. J. PATTON,
T. C. HARTER,
F. B. COLE,
A. G. ALRICH.”
1 M

The communications from Maj. Davis and the resolutions of the Missouri
Division which were not read but appended as a part of the report of the Com
mittee, being as follows:
COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAJOR DAVIS.
PITTSBURG, Pa., July 31st, lS9t>.
MY DEAR DOCTOR AND BROTHER HARTER:—
I have at hand yours of the 27tli inst. and have read the same with
great interest. I now embrace the first opportunity to reply.
You say you think the prayers are all right, but that the closing song is
too long. I agree with you fully. I do not now recall who composed it
but it was—if my memory is correct—the production of some New England
Brother. You will not, on a second look, find it in either of the Rituals
I sent you. Its history is as follows:
In the summer of 1SS1 the third National Encampment was held in the
city of Philadelphia, Pa. At this meeting Brothers that had been members
of the old so-called Philadelphia Branch, which had given up its existence (ex
cepting a few camps) in 1SS3, joined hands with Brothers from New England
who had been organized
by the said Philadelphia Branch,
and thus gained a majority of the votes and controlled the Encampment.
The results were a general upsetting and ripping up of everything. When
the Encampment closed no one knew what had passed and what had not,
and the records were in a greatly confused and disorderly state. Commander-in-Chief Arnold, who was elected at this meeting, gave into the
hands of General Ross, of Baltimore, all of the proceedings of the Encamp
ment, lie having volunteered to make an effort to untangle them and to get
them ready for the printing, which was done under his direction. General Ross
did the best he could, and what was missing in the Constitution, General
Rules and Regulations, Ritual, etc., he fixed up and supplied as best he
could and according to his ideas.

130

I

■

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

L

In the new Ritual, which was promulgated Nov. 10th, 1884, the closing
Ode, to which you refer as being too long, etc., is not, in my opinion, all
that it should be. It was not found as acceptable and did not give the
satisfaction as the old time and simple Doxology that appears in the orig
inal Rituals prepared by myself. Every one is familiar with the Doxology
and its music; all can sing it. It also has the merits of being short and
appropriate. I would like to see it retained. Still we possibly have half
a dozen or so of Brothers (not more) in the Order who do not believe in its
terms and will offer opposition of an unimportant nature.
A word more in relation to the opening and closing Prayers and the
prayer for Recruits. As I before informed you, at the time I wrote those
prayers I was a little uncertain whether they exactly suited the case in
all respects or not. To satisfy myself I submitted them to two leading
Doctors of Divinity and to a number of Clergymen of different denominations.
To my great surprise and satisfaction, they one and all most heartily approved
and no one suggested any change. The various Oaths were submitted to
the criticism of able parties who were experts in such matters, and belonged
to the G. A. R. and other Orders. Everything was fully considered and
tested before the Ritual was put in use. At the National Encampment held
in Helena, Montana, in 1892, some brother from Kansas introduced a resolu
tion to the effect that the original Prayers be restored to the Ritual and
that they were not to be changed during my natural life. I fail to remember
the name of the Brother, and also fail to find any record of the matter in
the Journal of Proceedings. I think I can make out the reasons why all
mention of the matter was left out of the Journal, but will not attempt to
further comment upon it.
During the present week I received the last issue of the “Ohio Soldier,”
a paper of considerable circulation and influence. They have quite a strong
editorial on the subject of our having the two systems, and highly approve
it. It has been a perfect success when tried elsewhere.
Wishing your Committee a full measure of success in the work entrusted
to you, I am very truly yours in F. C. & L.,
A. P. DAVIS.
(Dictated.)
P. S. I will enclose two extra copies of this letter to you so that if you
desire to send the same to the other members of the Committee you can do
so. The Minnesota Division will offer a resolution at Louisville which will
make the way all clear and plain for your Committee before the Encamp
ment.
PITTSBURG, Pa., June 4, 1S9G.

-

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF W. H. RUSSELL, OF SONS OF VETERANS,
U. S. A., Lacrosse, Kansas:
MY DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER: You have for a long time been
aware that I have taken little or no part in shaping the legislation of the Or
der. I have not taken this course, in any degree, because my interest has
grown less, for I still have, and will continue to have while my life lasts, the
same deep interest in the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., that I did during their
earlier and weaker days. When the Order reached a point in membership and
talent and ability that insured its success, 1 felt that I could well, in a meas
ure, drop out and leave to others the work that they were better fitted, both
mentally and physically, to perform than myself.
From time to time, a matter of importance has been presented to me,
and I now feel it my duty to write you on the subject. It is regarding our
Ritual, and through you I greatly desire to gain the attention of the Com
mittee on the same, accompanied by your own views on the important
question. My attention was again called to the matter on “Memorial Day.”
This morning a Brother working at my house, who bids fair to see his
Camp go under, explained to me the trouble and I at once decided to write you
and to reach the Committee, whose names and addresses are not known to me.
You will recall that some years ago a demand arose for more elaborate work
and a more extended Ritual and that legislation was had on the subject.
After some delay, a three degree Ritual was presented and adopted and
the one degree Ritual in use at the time was abandoned. This was all right
and well enough if the existing conditions for the adoption of three degree
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work were favorable. If a Camp had the necessary membership and attend
ance to properly handle and carry out the prescribed work of a third degree
Ritual, it has been all well and good, but to the many, many well-meaning
and earnest Camps of the country, who, by circumstances have a limited
membership and a still more limited attendance, the amplified work meant loss
of interest, discouragement, and in due time in far too many cases, death.
I have personal knowledge of more than one Camp that has been forced
to give up altogether or unite with some other Camp, as they were wholly
unable to handle the extended work. This is too bad and is greatly to be
regretted. It is deplorable to have a large number of our Camps wholly
unable to handle the amplified work, and, as a consequence, to see their
membership drop off or fail to attend the stated meetings. Investigation will
develop to you all that I say on the subject, and the matter is far too
important to be covered up or lightly passed over.
Again, we can well profit by the past sad experience of the Grand Army
of the Republic in solving this important question. In its early days, this
Organization started out on a simple and practical one degree basis. In 1868,
a demand sprang up for more elaborate and extended work and at the
third annual encampment, held iu Cincinnati in May, 1869, an entire change
was made in Rules and Regulations and Ritual, providing for what was
called the grade or three degree system. The change proved a very unfortunate
one. It is stated by the G. A. R. Oflicial Historian, Comrade Death of Phila
delphia, Pa., that when the three degree system was adopted, it was esti
mated that the G. A. R. was claimed to have some two hundred and forty
thousand enrolled members. After two years’ trial, the system was entirely
abolished. Comrade Death states that when the abolishment of the three
degree system was made, less than twenty-five thousand members remained.
Since then, the G. A. R. has used a one degree system and no other. The
change back from three degrees to one resulted in restoring harmony, iu
restoring confidence, and in an early and steady increase in membership.
We can well heed the experience of our parent association, and can also'
well profit by it. It is of vital importance that we have a Ritual or Rituals
that are suited to the location, condition and circumstances that surround
each Camp. You will now probably desire to know what I have to offer
and what I aim to propose. I do not feel like proposing anything further
than I would earnestly suggest and urge that the Order take such a course
at its next Annual Encampment as will enable it to better hold its Camps and
membership, and, at the same time, furnish no grounds for opposition or
complaint from any locality or from any source.
To this end, I would sustain and plead for the adoption of a course as
follows:
First, I would suggest that for the present, at least, we retain and keep
in use the present three degree work in its present shape, or as it may from
time to time be changed. No doubt, the Committee now at work will present
some very desirable and acceptable changes that will be duly adopted. To
attempt to abandon the three degree work and Ritual would be inexpedient.
It would cause dissatisfaction and develop opposition.
Second, I -would also earnestly suggest that a one degree Ritual be pro
vided and adopted at the next Annual Encampment, and that it be left
optional with the Camps to use either of the two systems, as their circum
stances aud conditions may approve and demand. The original Ritual of
October IS, 1SS2, or that in use in 1SS3-81, printed by Commander-in-Chief
Merrill, will, I believe, be acceptable or will form an easy basis to work
from, and the arrangement of the work can be done at little loss of time or
labor. The two systems could be printed and bound together in the same
book, and the increased cost would be small and unimportant.
A plan like the foregoing will enable the Order to far better hold its
Camps in line, especially the weaker and more isolated ones, and will also
enable the Camps to hold and increase their membership. As we now go
on, one after another of our old Camps drop out, we organize new ones,
they go on for a period, and then an unfortunate and large proportion of
them dwindle and die.
My dear Drotlier, I beg of you to take this matter into serious consider
ation, and to study it carefully and well. To my mind, the subject (outside

*

5

-

138

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

of a system of life insurance, which I have always favored) is one of the
utmost importance.
Our Order is not prospering as it should, and if my judgment is of any
value, it seems to me that the foregoing views properly carried out offer a
remedy and source of relief.
I will enclose to you some duplicate copies of this communication, which
I trust you will lay before your Committee on Ritual, and others, as your
judgment may dictate. Yours most truly in F. C. & L.,
A. P. DAVIS.
RESOLUTIONS OF MISSOURI DIVISION.
Resolved, That in the Degree of Friendship, on page 17, in the Ser
geant of the Guard’s part, in forming the detail for Muster Ceremonies,
between the commands “Right Dress” and “Count Twos” the word “Front”
should be inserted.
Resolved, That in the Degree of Friendship, on Page IS of Ritual, the
command of Sergeant of the Guard should be changed from “Side Step to the
Left” to “Left Step” to conform to U. S. A. Drill Regulations.
Resolved, That in the “Order of Business,” Page 10 in the Ritual be
changed from Captain as chairman of the Visiting Committee to Chaplain
as Chairman of the Visiting Committee, to conform with the C. R. and R.
Adopted at Twelfth Annual Encampment, Missouri Division Sons of
Veterans, at Cameron, Mo., February ISth, 1S96, and respectfully submitted.
MANLY WREN,
Division Commander.
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Committee moves the adoption
of the report. Are there any remarks?
C. J. TISDEL, of Illinois: Commander, it seems to me that unless
the communications from the Missouri Division and from Brother Davis
are read, or a clear statement made of the recommendations made by the
various Divisions to this Committee, -we cannot intelligently act upon this
report. I understand that one clause of the report provides that the sugges
tions made by the different Divisions shall be referred to the Standing Com
mittee and be by them incorporated in the Ritual at such time as may
be deemed advisable. It makes these recommendations a part of the Ritual
and leaves it to the Standing Committee to fix the time when they shall be
incorporated in it. Now I for one want to know what they are before
I vote for them. In the next place I do not know what this communication
from the Missouri Division is. I have no recollection as to what Brother
Davis has written. I believe, too, that the suggestions made by the Committee
with reference to changing the Ritual are not changes that affect it materially,
aud I do not think that the advantages to be gained by the proposed changes
are commensurate with the cost of reprinting the Ritual.
CI-IAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF COLE: Commander, in regard to the report of
this Committee, I want to say this much: That the recommendations as
made by the Missouri Division, and the recommendations made by the
Committee itself, are simply in regard to grammatical errors and to the
omission of some military commands, and to military commands which
cannot be properly interpreted. They are no more and no less. They
do not affect the Ritual. The Committee recommend that no new Ritual,
or changes, be made at this time; but that these recommendations be placed
on file, so that when the new Ritual is to be put in force, these changes
may be made if deemed proper. Certainly we need a Ritual which is an ideal
Ritual; and while a great deal of credit, a vast amount of credit, is due to
those Brothers who composed the present Ritual, I think in course of time,
by reason of constant use, and by gathering together information from every
Division, and from our coming together in this Commandery-in-Chief, we
can improve on that Ritual. There are some grammatical errors and some
wrong military commands. It seems to me that in order that this be a Placet
Ritual the whole matter should remain in the hands of the Standing Lon mittee; that they should consider it and make such changes as are necessary,
and at the same time have all these suggestions before them so that whene
the Commandery-in-Chief shall see fit. the whole thing may be rewri
and put into a more perfect form. I think that is the idea and purpose oi
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° Committee in making the report they have made. The changes that are
recommended do not affect the Ritual materially. The others do not go into
force because they are simply put on file, and those that are recommended,
wherever they may be, are only the correction of grammatical errors which
any officer, with the necessary knowledge, would be bound to correct as he
used the Ritual. For instance, in one place I remember especially that
the Guard is halted and dressed to the right, and then the Sergeant of the
Guard goes on with his work without giving the command “Front,” which
is necessary from a military standpoint. There are many such corrections
as that, simply by supplying the omission of some words in order that the
Ritual may be precise and understood.
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, the three degree Ritual
that we now have is said to contain grammatical errors and rhetorical
errors and military errors, but we made the error of our life when we adopted
the three degree Ritual at all. It has been the experience of the Camps in
my Division that they are utterly incapable of coping with it. It takes a
large number of men to properly handle it, to make it interesting, and make
it worth while to try to use it; and we sincerely hope the time will come
when we can return to a one degree Ritual similar to the one we discarded.
One change that has been made in adopting the new Ritual that Maryland
heartily approves of is having the Chaplain administer the obligation. With
that change and possibly a little change in the reading of the Chaplain’s
words, we would be glad to go back to the original Ritual, and I hope that
a Committee will be appointed by this Commandery to revise the Ritual
and go back to the old one degree Ritual with such slight changes as it may
find advisable. It is the prayer of the Maryland Division that we do this.
I had a letter from the Commander of the Maryland Division in response
to my request for instructions; he says: “For heaven’s sake, do all that you
can to have this three degree Ritual done away with. It is killing our
Division.” Most of the Camps in Maryland are small; they are in little
villages and are utterly incapable of coping with the three degree Ritual.
Unless you want to kill off all such Camps as these you want to make a
change in your Ritual.
J. B. MACCABE, of Massachusetts: Commander, the question of the Ritual
has always been a very fruitful theme for duscussion by the members of
this Encampment. I am of the opinion myself, after an honest consideration
of this matter, that the proper way to get a Ritual is to employ a ritualistic
writer to write one [Applause]; and if you desire something elaborate, you
have got to pay an elaborate sum of money. Now I for one am of the
opinion that the three degree Ritual is not of the slightest help or benefit
to our organization [Applause]; and I speak from experience on that point.
1 am also of the opinion that this convention would do an exceedingly wise
thing if it would adopt a motion, or resolution or a constitutional provision
which would make the use of the Ritual absolutely optional with Camps. I
am in favor now, as I was at Davenport, of a single degree Ritual in pref
erence to a three degree Ritual. [Applause.] I believe that a single degree
Ritual can be and should bo utilized in the interest of patriotism just as
well as a three degree Ritual. Now, Mr. Commander, I did not intend to
indulge in any recital of opinions, and particularly did not intend to indulge
in any expression of my own opinion upon this Ritual; but I want to say
here that if this Committee on Ritual can not correct certain typographical
errors in it, then certainly a standing committee can not do it. I have the
utmost faith that my good Brother on the right can make that Ritual just
as we want it, by perhaps striking out a word here and the insertion of a
word there. If this proposition is to go through, I appeal to the Commandery-in-Chief to at least have these words added: “Said Committee
shall be composed of the Ohaplain-in-Chief, the Inspector-General, and it
needs be the Junior or the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, and that this
Committee shall not incur any expense by virtue of its sittings in any other
place than at the annual meeting of the next Commandery.” In short I
want the treasury of the Commandery protected. T do not want to see anj
more standing committees. Those of you who attended the Encampment
at Helena will bear me out that I stood upon the floor and protested against
a certain standing committee which had been parading all over the country
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and receiving compensation from the treasury of this organization. My
only objection, urged in this desultory way, but sincerely nevertheless, is Oil
the ground of expense. There should be some provision made here so that
this standing committee will not have its expenses paid by the Commandery;
and we can depend upon our Chaplain and our Inspector-General and our
Surgeon-General to perform this duty at no extra expense to the Commandery-in-Chief. [Applause.]
INSPECTOR-GENERAL STILLSON: Commander, it seems proper to
me to call the attention of Brother Maccabe to the fact that the Committee
recommend that the Standing Committee on Ritual is to do its work at no
expense to the Commandery-in-Chief.
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, do I understand that
by this resolution the standing committee is appointed?
STANDING COMMITTEE ON RITUAL AUTHORIZED.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair understands that the report
recommends the appointment of a standing committee to consider this whole
Ritual matter, the committee to do its work without expense to the Com
mandery-in-Chief. All those in favor of the adoption of the report of the
committee will give their assent by the usual voting sign .)f the Order. Down
hands. Those opposed the same sign. The ayes seem > have it. The ayes
have it and the report of the committee is adopted.
The next thing in order is the report of the Committee on Resolutions,
Commander W. G. Dustin, Chairman. Is that Committee ready to report?
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.
Col. W. G. Dustin, Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions, submitted
the following report:
THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL EN
CAMPMENT, S. OF. V., U. S. A.:
Your Committee on Resolutions beg leave to submit the following res
olutions and recommend their adoption:
CONCERNING DEATH OF SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ELWOOD T. CARR.
Whereas, Death has entered the ranks of the Commandery-in-Chief and
has taken from his high position and from his Brothers in the Order SENIOR
VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ELWOOD T. CARR, of the Division of
Pennsylvania, and
Whereas, In his death we recognize the loss of a valued member of the
Order, whose long continued services to his Camp, Division, and this body,
have endeared him to every member of the Order, therefore be it
Resolved, By the members of the Fifteenth Annual Encampment, S. of V.,
U. S. A., that in his death we are deprived of the services of one of the
most efficient and active members of the Order, and the companionship and
friendship of a Brother whose devotion to the principles of our Order has
won the respect and love of all his Brothers.
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the family of (he
deceased Brother.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Is there objection? The Chair hears
none, and under the rule the resolutions recommended by the Committee
are approved by the Encampment.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
CONCERNING THE SICKNESS OF BROTHER W. S. OBERDORF.
Whereas, We, the members of this Encampment, have
profound sorrow of the serious illness of our esteemed Brother, \\. S. uot
dorf, Past Colonel of the Division of New York, therefore be it
Resolved, That we extend to him our fraternal greetings with the nope
of a speedy restoration to his accustomed good health; and be it further
Resolved, That the Adjutant-General send a copy of this resolution 10
Brother Oberdorf.
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Without there is objection the resolution
will stand adopted. The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
CONCERNING THE G. A. R.
Resolved, That to the Grand Army of the Republic we once more
extend our sincere love and respect. That we deplore the sorrowful fact
that their ranks are becoming thinned by death, and we pledge ourselves with
renewed energy to perform our highest duty to them, and make ourselves
worthy to gradually take up the grand work they have so nobly performed.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the resolution
will stand adopted. The Chair hears none, and the resolution is adopted.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:

CONCERNING THE L. A. S., W. R. C., DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS AND
LADIES OF THE G. A. R.
Resolved, That to the Ladies’ Aid Society, Woman’s Relief Corps, Daugh
ters of Veterans and Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic, we extend
a most cordial greeting in their noble efforts in behalf of the Grand Army
of the Republic and Sons of Veterans.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the resolution
is adopted. The Chair hears no objection.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
CONCERNING PAST C. IN C. I. N. WALKER OF THE G. A. R.
Resolved, That we extend to Past Commander-in-Chief I. N. Walker,
of the G. A. R., our sincere thanks for his many kindnesses and especially
for the following eloquent and loving tribute paid to the Sous of Veterans
in his annual address at St. Paul: "The Sons of Veterans are our natural
successors. They are the reserve of the Grand Army. They have already
become of great assistance to our organization, and are destined to exert
a powerful influence for patriotism and loyalty long after we have passed
away. The storm and sunshine of thirty years have successively come and
gone since the ranks from which the Grand Army can be recruited have been
forever closed. The struggles and privations of half a century have whitened
the locks and impaired the energy of the majority of our comrades and the
summit of our lives has been reached. As we go marching with ceaseless
tramp, but ever lessening tread, down the slope toward the great hereafter,
there comes up on the other side with sturdy stride and ever quickening
pace, the Sons of Veterans to take the place we have filled. They sing the
songs we sung, and carry the same flag under whose starry folds we fought.
As we come off guard and take up our line of march to the eternal camping
ground, we shall be more content if the picket line is still manned and the
uniform is blue.”
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection, the resolu
tion recommended by the Committee is adopted. The Chair hears none, and
the resolution is adopted.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT TO BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH
G. A. R.
Resolved, That the Commandery-iu-Chief heartily concur in the recom
mendations of Commander-in-Chief Russell in regard to holding our National
Encampments in conjunction with the Grand Army of the Republic.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The resolution is adopted unless there
is objection. The Chair hears no objection.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
COMMITTEE OF FIVE TO ATTEND G. A. R. NATIONAL ENCAMPMENTS.
Resolved, That it be the duty of the present Commander-in-Chief and
all succeeding Commanders-in-Cliief to appoint a committee of five, of: wntcn
the retiring Commander-in-Chief shall be chairman, whose duty it shall De
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to visit the next and succeeding National Encampments of the Grand Army of
the Republic as accredited representatives of our Order. Provided, however,
that the visit be made without expense to the Commandery-in-Chief.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The resolution is adopted unless there
is objection. The Chair hears no objection.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
RECOGNIZING THE COURTESY AND HOSPITALITY OF THE CITIZENS
OF LOUISVILLE.
Resolved, That the Commandery-in-Chief highly appreciate the generous
hospitality and courtesy extended to its members by the citizens of Louis
ville and vicinity during the Fifteenth Annual Encampment. We are pleased
to acknowledge the magnificent welcome and the continuous entertainment
given us by the loyal citizens of Kentucky.
C. J. TISDEL, of Illinois: Commander, let me suggest that out of cour
tesy to Kentucky we adopt this resolution by a rising vote. [Applause.]
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The question is on the adoption of
this resolution recommended by the Committee. All those in favor of the
adoption of the resolution will please rise. The resolution is adopted unani
mously. The Committee will proceed.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
COMMENDING THE DIVISION OF KENTUCKY.
Resolved, That the successful efforts of the Division of Kentucky, and
especially of the local Camps of Louisville, and the local Committee of Ar
rangements, to make the stay of the Commandery-in-Chief pleasant, receive
our highest commendation.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: We will adopt this resolution in the
same manner. Those in favor of the adoption of this resolution will please
rise. The resolution is adopted unanimously by a rising vote.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
THANKING PRESS OF LOUISVILLE.
Resolved, That to the press of Louisville we extend our thanks for
its fairness and for the comprehensive and intelligent manner in which the
proceedings of the Commandery-in-Chief have been given to the general
public.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: All those in favor of the adoption of
this resolution will please rise. The resolution is adopted unanimously by ris
ing vote.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
COMMENDING C. IN C. RUSSELL AND HIS STAFF.
Resolved, That we earnestly commend the untiring efforts of Commanderin-Cliief Wm. H. Russell and his able staff for their earnest work in behalf
of the Order, and that we extend to them our love and regard and wish them
success as Sons of Veterans and citizens.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the resolution
will stand adopted. It is so ordered.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A COMMITTEE TO ACT WITH
COMMITTEE OF G. A. R. ON MONUMENT TO THE WOMEN OF THE
WAR 1SG1-65.
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to act in conjunc
tion with a committee appointed by the late G. A. R. Encampment, for the
purpose of considering the erection of a monument commemorative of the
“Devotion and heroic deeds of the Women of the War for the Preservation
of the Union.” Provided, however, that no expense to the Commandery-inChief be incurred.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Without there is objection, the reso
lution will stand adopted. The Chair hears no objection and the resolution
is adopted.
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RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION.
CHAIRMAN DUSTIN: Commander, there are some other resolutions
which have been submitted to the Committee concerning which the Com
mittee has no recommendation to make, but submits them to the Encamp
ment without recommendation. They are as follows:
Whereas, At the Fourteenth Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts
Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., held in Boston on February 21-22, 1S96,
the following resolution was unanimously agreed to:
“Whereas, The Annual Encampments of the Commandery-in-Chief have
never been held further east than Paterson, New Jersey. One-fourth of the
entire membership of this organization is located in New England. Therefore
it is apparent that an invitation to the National body to meet within our
jurisdiction would receive favorable consideration, and furthermore the at
tendance, particularly from the Eastern Divisions, would be greatly aug
mented, thereby creating a renewal of interest, and proving beneficial to
the Order. It is recommended,
“That this Encampment by suitable resolutions extend to the Command
ery-in-Chief, at its next Annual Encampment, an invitation to hold its Six
teenth Annual Session (1SD7) in the City of Boston; also that proper com
mittees for this Division be designated to arrange the details thereof.”
In obedience to this instruction the Massachusetts delegates to the Fif
teenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., respectfully invites the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U.
S. A., to hold its Sixteenth Annual meeting in the City of Boston, Mass.,
and submits the following resolution:
Resolved, That the Sixteenth Annual Encampment of the Commanderyin-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., be held in the City of Boston, Mass.
H. D. SISSON,
Attest:
Commander.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Does the Chair understand that the
Committee on Resolutions makes no recommendation concerning this reso
lution?
CHAIRMAN DUSTIN: Commander, that is the case.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, what is the pleasure of the
Commandery concerning this resolution submitted by the Committee without
recommendation ?
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I would like to
inquire if the resolution which has just been reported by the Committee and
adopted, that hereafter we meet with the Grand Army, does not eliminate
this resolution? 1 understand the Committee reported a resolution adopting
the Commander-in-Chief’s recommendation that hereafter we meet with the
Grand Armv of the Republic; and the Commandery concurred in the reso
lution.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair will reply to Brother Har
rington, that it is the understanding of the Chair that the effect of the
resolution adopted by the Commandery is that hereafter the meetings ol
the Commandery-in-Chief will be held with the Grand Army of the Republic;
but the Chair does not want to rule arbitrarily on this matter. While tech
nically that is the effect of the resolution, I do not want to shut the Com
mandery out from an opportunity to pass upon this proposition.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I did not understand that
the Committee on Resolutions took any action.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: None at all on this resolution. «
turned it over to the Commandery.
, . .
. __ _n
C. D. ROONEY, of Massachusetts: Commander, the Division of Massa
chusetts submitted that resolution under the instructions of the Diusion
Encampment. They voted also to sustain the recommendation or in
Commander-in-Chief to hold the Encampment with the Grand Army or rnc
Republic. That is the position of the Division of Massachusetts upon tne
matter.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I move that this
resolution be placed on file and incorporated in the proceedings or
body.
The motion was seconded.
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
Are you ready for the question?
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, I would suggest that the
word “received” be left out. We have already received the communication
and all that is necessary is to put it on file.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I will accept the
suggestion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: All those in favor of the motion will
give their assent by the usual voting sign of the order. Down hands. Those
opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed to and the resolution will be
placed on file and incorporated in the proceedings of the Encampment.
CHAIRMAN DUSTIN: The Committee also submits the following reso
lution without recommendation:
Whereas, The State of Tennessee by its Executive, the City of Nashville,
by its Executive and Commercial Clubs, with the Centennial Management,
strongly supported by the representative members of the Confederate Vet
erans’ Association of Tennessee, and the Division of Alabama and Tennessee,
have extended to this National Encampment a pressing invitation to hold its
Sixteenth Annual Convention in the City of Nashville, Tennessee, the same
being a special occasion and the patriotic celebration of a special and im
portant event, the admission of the Sixteenth State into the National Union,
therefore be it
Resolved, That this National Encampment, in view of the fact that the
invitations are so numerous and pressing from the highest authorities of the
State for this Encampment to join them in 1897 in the celebration of an im
portant event, that it waives the usual courtesy of alternating as it were in
the place of meeting and here accept the invitation to meet in Nashville, Ten
nessee, in 1897.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the resolu
tion which is submitted without recommendation.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I move that it be placed on
file and incorporated in the proceedings.
ROBERT E. HANNA, of Colorado: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion,
are you ready for the question? All those in favor of the motion will give
their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those
opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed to and the resolution will be
placed on file and incorporated in the proceedings.
CHAIRMAN DUSTIN: Commander, the committee has some further
resolutions which have just been handed to the Chairman, which the com
mittee have had no opportunity to consider, and concerning them we will
ask leave to make a supplementary report hereafter.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection, leave will be
granted the committee to make a supplementary report later. The question
now recurs upon the adoption of the report as a whole so far as it has been
submitted to this body. Are there any remarks?
MOTION TO RECONSIDER VOTE ADOPTING RESOLUTION TO MEET
HEREAFTER IN ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT WITH THE G. A. R.
LEWIS A. D1LLEY, of Iowa: Commander, I move the reconsideration
of the resolution which would place the next annual Encampment at Buffalo,
New York, as I have here in my hands a telegram from Buffalo which makes
it very important that we reconsider that resolution.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: You have heard the motion to re
consider. Are there any remarks? All those in favor of reconsidering the
vote by which the resolution providing that hereafter we hold our encamp
ments with the Grand Army of the Republic was adopted, will please rise and
stand until they are counted by the Adjutant-General. Be seated. Those.
opposed will now rise. The Chair will hold that the motion to reconsider is
carried. The question now recurs upon the question ot the adoption oL tne
resolution of the committee which is in substance that hereafter the Encamp
ments of the Commandery-in-Chief be held at the same place and time as the
annual Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic. Are there any
remarks?
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LEWIS A. DILLEY of Iowa: Commander, I think that the Committee
were unanimously of the opinion on yesterday that we would like to meet
with the Grand Army at Buffalo, New York, next year; and sent the following
telegram to the Mayor of Buffalo:
“Does Buffalo want the next Encampment of the Sons of Veterans in
connection with the Grand Army of the Republic? If so wire W. H. Russell,
Commander-in-Chief.”
This is the reply received from the Mayor:

-H—

BUFFALO, New York.
W. H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, S. OF V.
SIR: Buffalo would be pleased to see the Sons of Veterans, but am afraid
we would not be able to accommodate them suitably in connection with
the Grand Army of the Republic.
EDGAR G. JEWETT.
Mayor.”
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WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, I can not imagine that
such a meeting as we have here would overflow Buffalo. I have lived in
Buffalo three years. There is not a pleasanter city in the world that I know
of outside of Ohio. I can not imagine that the Mayor, if he knew the number
of delegates and brothers in the habit of attending the National Encampments
of the Sons of Veterans, would have sent any such message. He imagines
that the Annual Encampment of the Sons of Veterans is something like the
National Encampment of the G. A. R.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I feel quite sure that the
Mayor of Buffalo does not understand the situation. As has already been
suggested, he imagines we are a large body, and that idea prevails in many
cities of the country until an Encampment of the Sons of Veterans has been
held there. [Laughter.] I am convinced that the time has come when we
ought to meet at the same time and place with the Grand Army of the
Republic. [Applause.] I am confident, Commander, that we would occupy
a very different position in the eyes of the country at large. If any of the
brothers here present have attended any of the Encampments of the Grand
Army of the Republic they are well aware of the fact that there are some
fifteen or twenty times as many members of the Sons of Veterans at the
G. A. R. Encampments as at any Encampment we have held; and whenever
we go to an Encampment of the G. A. R. we command a position and recogni
tion. I cite the National Encampment at Boston. There our boys made such
an impression on all present that President Harrison no less than four or
five times to my knowledge mentioned the fact, and referred to the orga
nization of the Sons of Veterans. He was evidently surprised to see the show
we made there. That is only one instance. Here we meet year after year,
a little insignificant body, in numbers—not in brain power, or political
trickery—[Laughter and applause] but in numbers insignificant, and we
create no impression. The city expects thousands, aud we come with a hun
dred or two. They enjoy us, they speak well of us; they speak well of our
morals and decorum, and our early hours at night aud all that sort of thing
[Laughter and applause] but we make no good impression on any com
munity so far as our numerical strength or our organization is concerned.
I am sure if we placed before the Mayor of Buffalo the facts, they would
embrace us with open arms. I hope this question will remain as it is and
that the recommendation of the committee will be carried out.
J. B. MACCABE, of Boston: Commander, I have a painful recollection
that we met once at Buffalo, and if my recollection serves me right, m.\
Honorable friend Gen. Payne was Commander-in-Chief on that occasion.
I have always had a very vivid recollection of our meeting there and the re
ception that was accorded us, and the fact that we had but a mere hanaiu.
of men. The City of Buffalo, in anticipation of our coming, had erected mag
nificent arches over the principal streets throughout the city’ tniat sai
“Welcome to the Sons of Veterans.” The stores and public buildings wel
comed us as well as the gin mills; and I tell you candidly, my Brothers, ine
spectacle presented by the parade wo indulged in there will be forever iu
my memory. It was a most lamentable failure. The people turned out eu
masse expecting to see fifteen or twenty thousand men parade.
saw us marching along fifteen or twenty strong, you can
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sickening tliud. (Laughter.) Now I have an impression that the Mayor oC
Buffalo remembers the Sons of Veterans. (Laughter and applause.) In the
City of Buffalo we have a distinguished Brother, a member of the Superior
Bench, and I presume he is a member—he was at that time—of the Buffalo
Camp. The Camp is not a very bright progressive Camp at the present
time, and I imagine that his Honor the Mayor, before he wired us his reply,
at least consulted somebody, and this telegram means perhaps a great deal
more than it reads.' I desire to call attention of the Convention to another
thing. Brother Patton has very correctly said that there was a splendid
demonstration upon the occasion of the Grand Army Encampment at Boston.
I want to tell you now that should this resolution prevail—I do not know that
I am strongly opposed to it, only I want to call this fact to your attention—
that perhaps Boston will never have the honor of entertaining the Sons of Vet
erans. We do, or at least I do, before I cross the silent river, want to see
Boston entertain the Sons of Veterans; I want to show you what sort of a
demonstration the Sons of Veterans will make there. Massachusetts alone
will parade 4,500 men. Rhode Island will come in, New Hampshire will come
in, Connecticut will come in, and we will show you a demonstration that will
send the blood throbbing through your veins, and we will sing that old song
“We are Coming, Father Abraham; We are Coming 10,000 strong.” But if
this resolution prevails Boston will not have the great honor, for you will
remember that Boston has but recently entertained the Grand Army and
it is not likely that it would be back there again, at all events not very
soon. Now I want you to come sometime, if not this year, then certainly
next year, when times are better and when we can entertain you as we want
to entertain you, entertain you in true Boston style. I have no objection to
meeting with the Grand Army of tlic Republic. On the contrary, I feel that
it might remove some of the ridicule which attends our Encampments in
some of these large cities; 1 do believe that cities like Boston should be given
some consideration in this matter, and if you will agree to except Boston
from the operation of this resolution, I am willing to consent that we make
the experiment and meet one year with the Grand Army. I say that if you
will make an exception in favor of Boston, I am in favor of the resolution
with both hands.
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, Brother Maccabe seems
to have an ax to grind. It strikes me if he can get to Boston with forty-five
hundred men, he can get across the State of New York to Buffalo with at
least half that many, and that, with the usual contingent from the rest of
the country, would make a very good showing. It is not such an awful great
distance, so that if his argument is good, now is the time for us to redeem
ourselves in the eyes of the people of Buffalo; and so I am in favor of going
with the Grand Army from now on, without making any exception. The
Grand Army may go to Boston—I do not know whether it will or not—and
if it does we will go with it, but Boston will have just as good an opportunity
to entertain us as it can want. I believe this is going to be a good thing
for the Order; it is going to be the commencement of the rejuvenation of
this Order. Y\7e can point to the Grand Army Encampment at Detroit, where
fifteen or seventeen hundred Sons of Veterans turned out in line, as well
as the G. A. R. Encampment at Boston. I believe we can do just as well by
meeting at Buffalo, and I hope that the resolution will be adopted, and that
we will go to Buffalo, and that wherever the Grand Army goes hereafter.,
we will go with it.
J. V. B. CLARKSON, of New York: Commander, on behalf of the New
York Division, I would ask this Commaudery-in-Chief who is to pay the ex
penses of the Encampment if we go to Buffalo? The Camp at Buffalo is a
new Camp, the old Camp of which Brother Maccabe spoke has been dead
for two or three years. The new Camp is only two or three months old,
and it could not do anything towards entertaining us. The New York Division is not particularly anxious for the Encampment next year, and who
will pay the expenses, or will take care of the entertainment of the Sons
of Veterans?
R. M. J. REED, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I want to say to the
Brothers, that if this Commandery-in-Chief wants to sink its identity, wo
can take no surer course at present than to meet at the same time and piac
with the Grand Army of the Republic. (Applause.) Another business propo-

fS'

I

\

RESOLUTION TO MEET WITH G. A. R. VOTED DOWN.

147

sition that concerns us is the fact that the Council-in-Chief of the Grand
Army of the Republic year after year re-consider and often times change
the place where they had concluded to meet. They did it this year. They
frequently do it. It would cause confusion in our organization. The Grand
Army of the Republic is so well known that citizens and municipal govern
ments are prepared for their reception and their entertainment and entirely
forget us. And another consideration is that fact that many of the Sons of
Veterans are left at home at that time to care for business interests while
their fathers are away. (Applause.) I am of the opinion that the time is
coming, in ten years perhaps, when it will be the proper thing for us to
meet with the Grand Army of the Republic. That time is not here yet, but
it is coming. The members of the Grand Army are rapidly crossing over the
dark river and camping on the other side, and the time is coming when they
will not be able to take such hold of the people in their encampments as to
entirely swamp all other organizations; 1 am opposed at this time to the
Sons of Veterans taking any step to meet with and at the same time as the
G. A. R. I would suggest that it would be a very proper thing that during
the coming year the Grand Army be consulted on this matter, their wishes
asked for, and whatever they desire, if they think it is the proper thing,
and the advisable thing at this time for us to meet with them, then it could
come up for our consideration next year and we could legislate wisely on
the subject; but it is unwise at this time to resolve that in the future
we will meet with the Grand Army of the Republic.
RESOLUTION TO MEET WITH G. A. R. VOTED DOWN.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, are you ready for the ques
tion? All those in favor of the adoption of the resolution as recommended
by the committee, will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the
Order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The noes seem to have
it. The noes have it, and the resolution is lost. The question now recurs
upon the adoption of the report as submitted and amended. All those in
favor of the adoption of the report as submitted and amended by the Commandery will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The motion seems to be car
ried. The motion is carried and the report is adopted as amended.
COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL RELATIONS WITH G. A. R. SUGGESTED.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, I want to offer a resolution
that may lead to something if the Commandery-in-Chief concurs; and that
is that until such time as the Commandery-in-Chief of the Grand Army are
willing to recognize us to the extent of admitting us to their Post Room
that the Commander-in-Ckief of this body shall appoint a committee—I do
not care of what number, but composed of Grand Army men who are also
Sons, which shall be a Fraternal Committee, or a Committee on Fraternal
Relations between the two bodies, and ibis committee shall so far as pos
sible attend the Encampments of the Grand Army, without expense to this
body, and bring before them in substance that we desire to establish closer
relations between us. Such a committee, if composed of Sons of Veterans
might be refused admission to the National Encampment of the Grand Army,
but if composed of Grand Army men who are also Sons—and we have a
great many of them in our Order; it will be no trouble at all to find plenl>
of them—those men can enter the Encampment of the Grand Army, and
while there can present our claims and our cause in a way that will be ac
ceptable. I think we can establish a closer relation between the Grand Army
and the' Sous by such an arrangement.
,
_
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair will request Brother Payne
to reduce his resolution to writing. If it is to be considered it should be
reduced to writing and referred to the committee. The committee is not
yet discharged. The next in order is the report of the Committee on Officers
Reports, F. W. Myers, Secretary, is that Committee ready to report. ^
P. W. MYERS, of Ohio: Commander, the Committee on Officers Re
ports and Distribution of Work is not ready to make a complete report. \Ne
have not been able to get the report of the Council-in-Chief. Aside iro
that we are ready to report.
_
.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If it is the pleasure of the Encampment,
we will hear the report of the Committee in so far as they are ready to ieport. Brother Myers, Secretary of the Committee, will proceed.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS AND DISTRI
BUTION OF WORK.
Secretary Myers of the Committee on Officers’ Reports and Distribution
of Work submitted the following report:
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TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT, GEN. W. H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER:
Your Committee on Officers’ Reports and Distribution of Work beg leave
to make the following report:
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ON RECOMMENDATION CONTAINED IN REPORT OF THE COM
MANDER-IN-CHIEF.
We heartily approve of your recommendation of Resolutions of respect
for our deceased Brother, Gen. Elwood T. Carr, and have referred the same
to the Committee on Resolutions.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: That has already been passed upon by
the Committee on Resolutions and will stand approved.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
“Your recommendation concerning the C., R. and R. has been referred
to the Committee on C., R. and R. by vote of the Encampment.”
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the recom
mendation of the Committee will stand approved under the rule.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
BLUE BOOK.
“We recommend that the action of the Knoxville Encampment, in ref
erence to its publication, be repealed, as in our judgment, we at this time
are not in a financial condition that would warrant such an expense.”
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection the recom
mendation of the Committee will stand adopted. The Chair hears no objec
tion, and it is so ordered.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
MEETINGS.
We concur in your suggestion regarding time and place of meetings.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: That has already been disposed of by
the Commaudery-in-Chief in opposition to the recommendation of the Com
mittee, and the recommendation will stand as not adopted.
SECRETARY MYERS: Commander, you state in your report that while
it would be a good thing, you do not consider this the time, and in that
the Committee concur.
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: I stated in my report that now may not be
the time, but in my opinion it is.
SECRETARY MYERS: And the Committee agree with you.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Very well, proceed with the report.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
SERVICE BADGES.
We suggest that the action of the Fourteenth Annual Encampment, in
sofar as it refers to the Ten Years Service Badge be repealed.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection the report of
the Committee will stand adopted. The Chair hears no objection.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
FINANCES.
We commend the Commander and officers of his staff for the prudent
and able manner in which the finances of the Order have been handled.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Approved, unless there is. objection.
The Chair hears none.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
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DIVISION OP MICHIGAN.
We recommend that the action of the Michigan Division Encampment
at Holland be legalized by the approval of the Commandery-in-Chief.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection the recommendation of the Committee will stand adopted.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
RELATIONS WITH THE G. A. R. AND W. R. C.
We have referred this recommendation to the Committee on Resolutions.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: That has already been passed upon by
the Encampment.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
LADIES AID SOCIETY.
This recommendation we have also referred to the Committee on Resolutions.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Already passed upon by the Encamp
ment.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
MILITARY.
Referred to the Committee on Resolutions.

'
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THE STAFF.
Referred to the Committee on Resolutions.

:

TRANSPORTATION.
Referred to the Committee on Resolutions.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The action of the Committee in refer
ring these matters to the proper Committees is concurred in if there is no
objection. The Chair hears none.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
GEN. I. N. WALKER.
Recognizing Gen. Walker’s efforts on our behalf we heartily endorse
your recommendation.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The recommendation of the Commit
tee is concurred in if there is no objection. The Chair hears none, and it is
so ordered.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
MEETING OF DIVISION COMMANDERS.
We can see how great good may be accomplished by a Conference of
Division Commanders, and recommend the adoption of your recommendation.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Approved unless there is objection.
The Chair hears none.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
LEGISLATION BY CONGRESS.
We believe that the endorsement of this measure or a similar oue would
be beneficial to the Order.
THE COMMANDBR-IN-CIIIEF: Approved unless there is objection.
The Chair hears none.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report «s
follows:
REPORT OF SENIOR VICE COMMANDER—ALTAR FLAGS.
We recommend that the suggestion relative to Altar Flags be not con
curred in as we believe that all Camps are in possession of, or will secure
Flags.
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection the recom
mendation of the Committee will stand adopted. The Chair hears none and
it is so ordered.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
Recommendations Nos. 2 and 3 have already been taken cognizance of
in recommendations of the Commander.
SECRETARY MYERS: These recommendations have already been taken
cognizance of in the report of the Committee upon the recommendations of
the Commander-in-Chief. The report continues:
ON REPORTS OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL AND QUARTERMASTER
GENERAL.
We congratulate these efficient officers upon their complete, careful and
comprehensive reports.
INSPECTOR GENERAL’S REPORT.
The Recommendations Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 were referred to the Committee
on C., R. and R.
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JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S REPORTS.
The report of the Judge Advocate General indicates a commendable com
pliance with the Laws and requirements of the Order.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the recom
mendations of the Committee in reference to the reports of these officers are
concurred in. The Chair hears no objection and it is so ordered.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
SURGEON GENERAL’S REPORT.
We have referred the recommendations of Surgeon General Gardner to
the Committee on C., R. and R.
CHAPLAIN-IN-CI-IIEF’S REPORT.
We have referred recommendations 1, 2, 3 and 4 to the Committee on C.,
R. and R., and we recommend that Recommendation No. 5 (relative to Cir
culars of Division Chaplains) and Recommendation No. G (relative to pub
lication) be concurred in.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The recommendation of the Commit
tee is concurred in unless there is objection. The Chair hears none.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
COUNCIL-IN-CI-IIEF’S REPORT.
1st. The recommendation of ilic Council-in-Cliief, to publish 3,000 copies
of the Proceedings of the Encampment is concurred in.
2nd. As to Per Capita Tax, the recommendation that it remain as it
now is, is concurred in.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Is there any objection to concurring
in the action of the Committee on the recommendations of the Council-iuChief? If not, the same will stand as the action of the Commandery.
The Secretary of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
TRIBUTE TO GEN. RUSSELL.
And in conclusion, your Committee, after having carefully examined the
reports hereinbefore mentioned, congratulate Gen. Russell upon his efficient
work and the splendid showing he has made, and we believe that his able
and prudent administration has not only stamped him as one of our ablest
Commanders, but has been of lasting benefit to our Order.
The work and zeal of his staff is conclusive evidence of the wisdom of his
choice.
Respectfully submitted,
LOUIS M. WAGNER, Chairman,
FRANK C. BUNTON,
FRANK L. SHEPARD.
FRED J. McMURTRIE,
F. W. MYERS, Secy.”
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, the question is now upon the
adoption of the report of the Committee on Officers’ Reports as a whole. All
those in favor of the adoption of the report as read please give their assent
by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed the
same sign. The ayes seem to have it, the ayes have it and the report as so
far made is adopted.
W. .1. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, may I at this time read a
communication and present a resolution?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Patton asks unanimous con
sent to read a communication and present a resolution. Is there objection?
The Chair hears none and Brother Patton may proceed.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, the communication I de
sire to read is as follows:
COMMUNICATION FROM W. 0. PIERCE, OF WINCHESTER, IND.
WINCHESTER, Ind., Sept. 7, 1896.
COL. FREMONT GARRETT, Winchester, Ind.
DEAR BROTHER:—Your efforts in bringing the Sons of Veterans as an
organization, and the only legitimate successor of the Grand Army of the
Republic, into favorable National recognition by securing the adoption of
“The Banner of Beauty and Glory,” as the Sons of Veterans’ National Hymn,
have been crowned with success. There remains more to be done in the
same direction, which will redound to the good and glory of the Order. Will
you, therefore, allow an old veteran to suggest the following as worthy of the
most serious attention of the National Encampment to convene at Louisville,
Ky., to-morrow.
First to ask for, and secure the appointment of, a Standing Committee
to consider the advisability of and to have full power to act on the following:
(1) That the Chaplain-in-Chief of the Order place the National Hymn
in the program for Lincoln’s Day.
(2) That arrangements be made with the publisher of the National
Tribune, the organ of the G. A. R. of the U. S., to use every legitimate means
for securing notices of the Hymn, editorially and otherwise, in the columns
of that paper, and thus popularizing it.
(3) That every effort consistent with judicious patriotism be made to
secure the adoption of the S. V. National Hymn by the “Sons of the Con
federacy,” who hold their next Annual Meeting at Nashville, Tennessee.
Hoping these suggestions will find favor in your judgment, as they will
certainly, if carried out, increase the reputation of your beloved Organization,
I remain,
Yours in F., C. and L.,
W. O. PIERCE.
«
6Sth Ind. Vol. Inf.
Commander, I now move that in conformity with the request of Comrade
Pierce a committee of five of which Col. Garrett of Indiana be Chairman,
shall be appointed in this matter; and if the motion is placed before the
house I desire a few moments in which to speak upon the question.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, I would like to ask the mover
of that motion if that Committee will serve without expense to the Commandery-in-Chief?
. , T
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, that is understood; but I
will accept that as a part of my motion.
W. Y. MORGAN, of Kansas: Commander, then I will second the mo
tion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion
that a committee of five, of which Brother Garrett, of Indiaua. shall do
Chairman, be appointed to carry out the provisions of the resolution read, m
your hearing. The Committee to serve without expense to the Commanaeijin-Chief. Arc you ready for the question?
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander—
W. ,T. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander—
_
. woofpr
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair recognizes Quartermaster
General Loebenstein.
c
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QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOBENSTEIN: Commander, I will
give way to Brother Patton, if he desires to make any remarks upon this
subject.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I am in no hurry.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: My purpose in ris
ing, Commander, is to move to lay the resolution upon the table. I desire
to give way to Brother Patton if he desires to make any remarks upon the
subject before I make that motion.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, as the Brothers Avho were
present at the Knoxville Encampment last year will remember, I have felt
considerable interest in this subject of the proper observance of Union De
fenders’ Day. I realize the importance of any legislation which will
in any degree secure better observance of Union Defenders’ Day,
and I wish to heartily endorse this proposition. In the first place it will
be without any expense to the Commandery-in-Chief. No possible expense
will be entailed on the Commandery-in-Chief. In the next place it will
place before every man in the Order his duty in doing something to aid iu
carrying out the idea of Union Defenders’ Day, and to assist the Chaplainin-Chief every year. It will be of great assistance to him in making up the
program for the proper observance of Union Defenders’ Day. It is a hymn
which has been sung in our presence, at Knoxville last year and here this
year, and there is opportunity for the exercise of considerable ingenuity in its
enlargement if we see fit to give it. It is a good thing. We are not doing
anything in any way to the discredit of our Order in adopting this as the
hymn of our organization and I trust that this motion will prevail and
this Committee will be appointed and this work shall go forward, and we
shall have this as a nucleus for the gathering together of an admirable pro
gram for the observance of Union Defenders’ Day.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, it oc
curs to me that we have had a full year’s trial of the merits of this National
Sons of Veterans’ Hymn, and I believe that it is able at this time to stand
upon its merits, and I do not believe it is policy to make the Commanderyin-Chief a vehicle to advertise the production of anybody. We are not pro
hibited from using this. If the Cliaplain-in-Chief deems it of sufficient im
portance to incorporate it in his program for Union Defenders’ Day he is at
full liberty to do so; and I believe, sir, we are abusing this privilege of ap
pointing committees, simply because they can be appointed without expense
to the Commandery-in-Chief. I therefore move you, sir, that the resolution
be laid upon the table.
EMIL PORSTEL, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Those in favor of the motion will give .
their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those opposed, the same
sign. The motion seems to be carried. It is carried, and the motion is laid
upon the table.
With the consent of the Commandery, in order that the Committee on
Officers’ Reports may have an opportunity to conclude its labors, I will now
recur to “Reports of Committees” in the order of business, and call upon
the Council-in-Chief. Is the Council-in-Chief ready to report?
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER (Secretary of the
Council): Commander, the Council-in-Chief is ready to report.
The Council-in-Chief submitted the following report:

1

-

.

!

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.
LOUISVILLE, Ky., Sept. 10, 1S96.
TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL EN
CAMPMENT, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A.
BROTHERS: The Council-in-Chief organized for the year. September IS.
1895, at Knoxville, Tennessee, by choosing R. M. Buckley as Chairman, and
H. V. Speelman as Secretary.
The Council-in-Chief has not been called to consider any matters in
volving any considerable interest intervening the sessions. In obedience to
the call of the Chairman, the Council-in-Chief met at the Galt House in
the City of Louisville, Ky., on the 7th day of September, 1S96, and carefully
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examined all books and papers showing receipts and disbursements for the
term ending August 31, 1S96, pertaining to the Departments of the Quarter
master General and Adjutant General’s offices, and found the accounts and
entries to be properly made and the balance correctly shown. The cash on
hand August 31, 3896, as shown by the Records and Reports and counted
was $1,427.32.
PUBLICATION OF 3,000 COPIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE EN
CAMPMENT RECOMMENDED.
The Council recommend:
1st. That the Quartermaster General contract for three thousand (3,000)
copies of the proceedings of the Encampment, and that they be edited under
the direction of the retiring administration.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection, the recom
mendation in the report of the Council-in-Chief will stand adopted, or should
we refer this matter to the Committee on Officers’ Reports—it has not been
discharged yet—what is the pleasure of the Commandery? We can expedite
business by accepting or rejecting thes recommendations now.
L. M. WAGNER, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I will state as a mem
ber of that Committee that the Committee on Officers’ Reports have already
considered them.
C. D. ROONEY, of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like to move as
an amendment that these reports shall be ready for distribution inside of
ninety days from the adjournment of the Encampment. It seems to me we
ought to be able to get the reports of the Proceedings of the National En
campment in time to have them distributed to Camps before we come to the
next National Encampment.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Commander, the
Council-in-Chief will accept the suggestion and amend our report so that It
will read:
First, that the Quartermaster General contract for three thousand copies
of the proceedings of this Encampment, and they be edited under the direc
tion of the retiring administration, to be ready for distribution within ninety
days.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: If there is no objection the recom
mendation of the Council-in-Chief with the amendment as accepted, will be
adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief. Is there objection? The Chair hears
none.
The Secretary of the Council resumed the reading of the report as follows:

:

a

FIXING PER CAPITA TAX AT 16 CENTS PER ANNUM.
2nd. That the per capita be fixed at sixteen cents per annum.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection the recom
mendation of the Council-in-Chief will stand adopted. The Chair hears no
objection, and it is so ordered.
The Secretary of the Council resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
The Council-in-Chief has had under consideration the increase of the
per capita tax, but deem it inadvisable owing to the financial condition of the
country, to attempt an increase of the tax at this time.
In the absence of Gen. H. V. Speelman, upon this meeting, the Councilin-Chief selected W. R. Cooper as Secretary pro tern.
The Council-in-Chief is pleased to recognize and commend the splendid
condition in which the books and accounts have been kept in the depart
ments of the Adjutant and Quartermaster General and specially the con
tinued splendid system and condition of Brother Loebenstein’s books and
accounts. (Applause.) It is with a feeliug of sadness that the Council-mChief records for the first time in the history of this Order the death of one
of its official family, Gen. Carr, a member of our Council whom we all loved.
We unite in expressions of sympathy for his bereaved family.
R. M. BUCKLEY,
D. F. GOULDING,
W. R. COOPER Secy.”
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The question recurs upon the question
of the adoption of the recommendations of the Council-in-Chief as set forth
in this report. All those in favor of the adoption of the recommendations
will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands.
Those opposed, the same sign. The motion is carried and the recommenda
tions are adopted.
I will now call upon the Ten-Years’ Service Badge Committee for a re
port. Is that Committee ready to report?
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEN YEARS’ SERVICE MEDAL.
Quartermaster General Loebenstein, Chairman of the Committee, sub
mitted the following report:
TO W. H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
Your Committee on Ten Years’ Service Medal respectfully recommend
the adoption of the design submitted by Mr. Warwick of St. Paul, Minnesota,
and further recommend that the Committee be empowered to contract for
the manufacture of said medal.
Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,
R. LOEBENSTEIN,
JAS . P. PORTER,
E. T. MONAHAN,
Committee.
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, what will you do with the re
port of this Committee?
F. L. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Commander, in view of the fact that the
Commandery-in-Chief has already taken action on that question I move
that the report be made a matter of record and that the Committee be dis
charged with the thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief.
The motion was seconded
OFFICER-OF-TI-IE-DAY SPINK: Commander, I hope this motion will
not prevail from the fact that there have been several medals submitted to
the Committee which have noi been acted upon. I wrote to the Quarter
master General some six weeks ago and asked him if I should be in time
if I brought the designs before the Committee here. He wrote in return that
if I presented them at Louisville it would be in ample time. I will state
that he is the only member of that Committee here. I have three designs
to submit to this Commandery that the Committee have not acted upon, 1
hope that the Commandery will consider this matter, as I have spent a great
deal of time in getting these designs to submit to you, and I say that the
Committee, as a committee, have not seen them at all.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair would remind Brother.
Spink that the Commandery has already repealed the Knoxville legislation
on this subject. Are you ready for the question?
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, I feel
that a statement from me is necessary in justice to myself more particularly
than to any of the other members of the Committee. I desire to corroborate
the statement of Col. Spink of Rhode Island. I had every reason to believe
that the Committee on Ten Years’ Service Medal would have a quorum pres
ent, and that we could consider all designs submitted. I so wrote to Col.
Spink. Now if the Commandery-in-Chief proposes to adhere to the legisla
tion enacted at Knoxville it is fair and just that these Brothers be given
permission to submit their designs. I will be frank in stating that mv per
sonal desires are not in accord with the recommendation of the Committee.
1 have labored during the year to secure a majority of that Committee to
favor a service medal that 1 believed was appropriate and that would be
worn by every member of the organization entitled to wear it. I realize
that I am placed by the statement I am now making in a rather peculiar
position: but the majority of the Committee having voted against me, and
having decided in favor of the design submitted by Mr. Warwick I felt in
duty bound to sign this report, being the only member of that Committee
here present. I apprehend that this report has already been acted upon by
the Commandery-in-Chief, and that the report of this Committee is a mere
matter of form: that the object of the Committee is at an end; that
the object of the Committee was at an end when the report of the
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Committee on Officers’ Reports was adopted. A report from this Commit
tee was due the Commandery, was called for, and has been made. If
any designs are to be submitted or any adopted, I apprehend that that can
not be done except upon a reconsideration of the action already taken. It
is but just to these Brothers who have gone to the expense of having de
signs prepared that they be given some consideration. It was impossible
for me, being only one member of that Committee, to give them any con
sideration. If I had been in favor of their design I could only have made
a minority report, and I did not feel justified in doing so. With this state
ment of the case, as one member of the Committee, I leave it to your con
sideration.
OFFICER-OF-THE-DAY SPINK: Commander, in the resolution
adopted at Knoxville it was provided that the design should be controlled
by Major A. P. Davis, the father of our Order, or some member of the Order.
Now I will state that this man whose design has been adopted is not a'mem
ber of the Order. I hope you will consider this matter very seriously. I
submit to this Commandery one badge made up of gold, that I went to the
expense of getting up, besides two designs; I hope the Commandery will give
them some consideration.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, I move to amend the mo
tion so that it will read that the Committee be continued without expense to
the Commandery-in-Cliief, instead of its being discharged.
F. L. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Brother will state his point of
order.
F. L. SHEPARD, of Illinois: Commander, in view of the fact that the
resolution in reference to a service medal has been repealed, it seems to me
that a Committee upon a service medal is out of order
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair is of the opinion that it is
a matter within the power of the Commandery-in-Chief and will hold the
point of order not well taken.
JOSEPH B. MACCABE, of Massachusetts: Commander, I believe four
out of five men in this Convention do not understand where we are. In the
first place the legislation in reference to the Ten Years’ Service Badge
enacted at Knoxville last year lias been repealed by virtue of the adoption
of t he report of the Committee on Officers’ Reports. Now in comes the Com
mittee on Ten Years’ Service Badge with a report which practically sets
forth the terms of a contract, and goes on to recommend that a contract be
awarded A, B and C. It strikes me if we are sincere and do not desire that
a Ten Years’ Service Badge be adopted there is no need of this Committee
to report, and it is creating confusion. A good many are laboring under
the impression that we arc going to have a Ten Year Service Medal. There
is no need of this report except that you desire to compliment the Com
mittee and not to snub it.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It was- the desire of the Chair to give
the Committee an opportunity to report the result of its labors and the
Chair therefore called on the Committee for such report.
J. B. MACCABE, of Massachusetts: Commander, I do not like the way
the report reads. If that report is lo be adopted the words empowering the
Committee to enter into a contract with Mr. Warwick should be stricken out.
If that is done, then I have no objection to complimenting the Committee
by receiving their report; but let us understand it that no Ten \ears
Badge is to be worn by any of us if we stand by the legislation enacted at
this meeting.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The motion of Gen. Payne was not sec
onded. The question is upon the motion to file this report of the Committee,
make it a part of the proceedings of this Encampment and that the Com
mittee be discharged. Are you ready for the question? All those iu ia\oi
of the motion will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order.
Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The ayes seem to have it.
The ayes have it and the motion is adopted
J. B. MACCABE. of Massachusetts: Commander, does that discharge
the Committee?
,
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Committee is discharged under
the action of the Commandery.
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CONCERNING NEW BLANKS FOR DEPT. OF INSPECTOR GENERAL.
INSPECTOR GENERAL STILLSON: Commander, it seems to me that
there has been one matter overlooked, in which I am particularly interested,
and that is new blanks for the Department of Inspector General. I made
but one recommendation, and the Committee on Officers’ Reports referred
it to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations. The Commit
tee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations informs me that they did not
consider that it belonged to them, and they gave it no consideration. Now
new blanks will have to be printed. I submitted copy for the new blanks
designed from my experience last year. I flatter myself that they are im
provements over the old ones. I would like to have the matter of that
recommendation taken up and considered by the Commandery-iu-Chief.
L. M. WAGNER, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I desire to state that
the Committee on Officers’ Reports considered that the Constitution, Rules
and Regulations provided what constituted a Camp Packet, and as the
original Camp Packet contained these necessary blanks, it was our opinion
that the Committee on C., R. and R. was the proper Committee to consider
that recommendation with Brother Stillson. We were further of the opinion
that the Inspector General had the privilege of preparing his own blanks so
as to facilitate the work in his department. I simply state that on behalf of
the Committee, so that the Brothers will not think we attempted to ignore
recommendations made by their officers.
As a supplementary report we are perfectly willing to concur in the
recommendation of the Inspector General. I will, on behalf of the Commit
tee, report that we concur in the recommendation of the Inspector General
and recommend that it be carried out. That will avoid unnecessary delay
and discussion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Committee not having been dis
charged that proposition can be considered at this time. Unless there is ob
jection the recommendation of the Committee on Officers’ Reports in regard
to the Inspector General’s blanks will be adopted. Is there objection? The
Chair hears none and it is so ordered.
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IN REFERENCE TO NEW BLANKS FOR CHAPLAIN-IN-CIIIEF’S DEPT.
CHAPLAIN-IN-CIilEF COLE: Commander, will the suggestions of the
Chaplain-in-Chief receive the same consideration? They were referred to the
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations and nothing further heard
of them. I am informed by the Quartermaster General that the blanks for
the Chaplain-in-Chief are at a low ebb, and I made out a form which neces
sitated no new questions but was simply a rearrangement of the old ques
tions, and I respectfully submitted that, but we have heard nothing from it
at all except that it was not concurred in.
L. M. WAGNER, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move that the same
action be taken in regard to the Chaplain-in-Chief blanks.
The motion was seconded.
L. M. WAGNER, of Pennsylvania: Commander, the Committee on Offi
cers’ Reports makes that recommendation.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CIIIEF: Brothers, you have heard the recom
mendation of the Committee on Officers’ Reports. Unless there is-objection
the recommendation will be considered adopted. Is there objection? The
Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. Is the Committee on Resolutions
ready to make a final report?
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.
W. G. DUSTIN, of Illinois (Chairman): Commander, the Committee
on Resolutions report concurrence in the following resolution passed by the
Massachusetts Division in regard to W. E. Fish which has been submitted
to us.
RESOLUTION RESTORING PAST RANK TO W. E. FISH, OF MASS. DIV.
Whereas, W. E. Fish, a charter member of Geo. A. Custer Camp 11.
Division of Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., served to the end of
his term as Captain of said Camp; Whereas, Brother Fish did take a trans-
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fer card from Camp 11, but, for good and sufficient reasons (the disbandment
of the Camp in which he was about to deposit his transfer, and the sickness
of his family), he allowed the time to expire before joining any Camp of
the Order, and, Whereas, said Brother has since joined this Camp, and is
and always has been an earnest and faithful worker for his Camp and the
Order, therefore be it
RESOLVED, That we, officers and members of Geo. A. Custer Camp No.
11, Division of Massachusetts, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., of Whitman, Massa
chusetts, in regular meeting assembled, do hereby petition the Massachu
setts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., to petition the Commandery-inChief at its next regular session to restore to Brother Fish the rank of Past
Captain.
L. W. BLANCHARD, Captain.
FRED L. PORTER, First Sergeant.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection the action of
the Committee on the resolutions will stand approved by the Commandery-inChief. The Chair hears no objection and it is so ordered, and the rank of
Past Captain is restored to Brother Fish.
Chairman Dustin continued the reading of the report as follows:
TIME FOR HOLDING SESSIONS OF THE C.-1N-C. TO BE FIXED IN AD
VANCE AND LOCAL COMMITTEES TO GOVERN THEM
SELVES ACCORDINGLY.
RESOLVED: That the Commander-in-Chief, previous to an Annual
Encampment, arrange with the Local Committee having the same in charge,
the time that should be reserved for the transaction of its regular business,
stating what forenoon, afternoon and evening sessions are required in which
there should be no plans of entertainment, and that this condition must be
accepted by any Local Committee having in charge the arrangements for the
entertainment of an annual Eucampment of the Commandery-in-Chief.
The Committee recommend the adoption of this resolution.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Is there any objection to the recom
mendation of the Committee on this resolution?
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, I understand that that does
away with all entertainment by the Local Committees until the business of
the Encampment has been completed?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Not necessarily so. It provides first,
as I understand it, that the Commauder-in-Chief shall inform the Committee
having charge of arrangements for the entertainment of the Commandery,
what sessions of the Commandery will be held, and when, and during the
time set apart for the sessions of the Commandery-in-Chief, no arrange
ments for entertainment shall be made by the Local Committee, that would
interfere with those sessions, but the time not specified to be taken up by
those sessions of the Commandery-in-Chief may be devoted to entertain
ments, and the Local Committee may provide entertainment filling up the
rest of the time, if it see fit. That isUie purport of the resolution. If there
is no objection the recommendation of the Committee will stand adopted.
Is there objection? The Chair hears none and it is so ordered. (Applause.)
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
CONCERNING A GRAVE-MARKER.
“RESOLVED, That the grave-marker submitted by the Missouri Divis
ion be accorded official recognition by the Commandery-in-Chief.”
The Committee recommend the adoption of the resolution.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Is there objection to this section of the
report of the Committee?
,
_ .
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, before
any action, favorable or unfavorable, be taken on this resolution, it seems
to me some explanation is due as to the intent of this resolution. It was
thought that the design would be on exhibition here this morning, but owing
to unfortunate circumstances attending the arrival of some members of_tne
Missouri Division on this Committee the design is somewhat delayed, it is
a design intended to be used by the Camps of Sons of Veterans where they
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desire to mark the grave of some member of the Order. It is similar to the
grave-marker of the Grand Army of the Republic. It is a reproduction on
a large scale of the pendant of the membership badge. There is nothing in
it savoring of a contract or anything of that sort. It is simply a recognition
of this marker if the members of the organization desire to use such an
article to mark the grave of a deceased Brother.
CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF COLE: Commander, may I ask if remarks are
in order upon this resolution?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The matter stands, under the rule,
upon a motion to adopt the resolution. It is debatable, certainly.
THE CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF: Commander, it seems to me this is go
ing a step too far. It is well enough it seems to me for the Grand Army
of the Republic to mark the graves of their deceased comrades. They have
reason for doing it; but when we go to work and have a special insignia by
which the graves of Sons of Veterans are to be marked, I think we overstep
the bounds of reason and common sense. There is no reason why the grave
of a Son of a Veteran should be marked except the desire his friends may
have to mark it. We have no distinctive place in the United States except
as an organized body to teach Friendship, Charity and Loyalty. We have
done nothing for the Government of the United States except by individual
contact, as men with men, and it does not seem to me that it is necessary
for the rising generation to know, after we are gone, that we were Sons of
Veterans; and if this thing goes on, where in the name of Heaven will it
stop? We should with equal propriety put markers on the graves of the
Daughters of Veterans’ members of the Ladies Aid Society. We are to take
up the work of the Grand Army of the Republic, but we are taking it up
altogether in a wrong spirit, we are taking it up not in memory of what they
have done, not in memory of the cause for which they died, but in a spirit
of mimicry. We should be taking up the principles for which they fought,
take them up and practice them in the daily walks of life, it is not because
the war was fought, because these men have died, but it is the life they lived,
the principle for which they fought and contended that we arc organized.
There is a distinction there; it is subtle, but it is a distinction which I think
real. A resolution of this sort is altogether out of place, out of reason, and
inconsistent with the ideas and aims and the objects of our Order, The
world knows well enough what we are, what we can do and what we .arc
doing, and I say let the world speak for us after we are gone, and so with
the individual member of the organization. If he has not done anything
worth remembering, do not mark his grave with any insignia of ofllce, miniicing the Grand Army.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, I desire
to correct a misapprehension which seems to prevail. It is not the purpose
in introducing this resolution to do honor to ourselves, nor more than ordi
nary honor to our deceased Brothers. It is not to infringe upon the pre
rogatives of the members of the Grand Army, men whom we honor and
esteem, and whose memory we honor and esteem. It is simply a matter uf
convenience so that we can distinguish the members of our Order who are
buried in cemeteries where they can not be readily located. 1 feel the neces
sity for this in view of my experience when 1 went out to the cemetery at
Chicago. There are many Brothers buried there and when we went out to
decorale their graves we were prevented from discharging that duty because
of our inability to locate them. This grave marker is not intended to be
commemorative of any virtue or any honor that should bo accorded to us
as Sons of Veterans, but simply that we may readily locate a Brother’s grave
and decorate that grave on Memorial Day. That is the object of the grave
marker. The Brothers of the Missouri Division are not vitally interested in
the adoption of this resolution, but I do desire to correct the misapprehen
sion which seems to prevail. I believe the Brothers of the Missouri Divis
ion have as proper an idea of our own position, and we are as willing to
honor the Grand Army of the Republic in every respect as any Brother ot
this Encampment, and once for all I desire to dispossess the minds of my
Brothers that we are intending to arrogate unto ourselves extraordinary
honors.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The question is on the adoption ot
the resolution reported by the Committee. Those in favor of the resolution

I

i

|

COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL RELATIONS.

159

will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands.
Those opposed the same sign. The noes seem to have it. The noes have it!
and the recommendation of the Committee is not concurred in.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL RELATIONS WITH THE G. A. R. RECOM
MENDED.
RESOLVED, That until such time as the Grand Army of the Republic
shall extend to the members of the Order of the Sons of Veterans the privi
lege of visiting their Posts and Encampments, the Commander-in-Chief of our
Order shall appoint each year a Committee on Fraternal Relations with the
G. A. R. Said Committee to consist of five Sons of Veterans in good standing
who are also members of the Grand Army of the Republic. Said Committee
to incur no expense to the Commandery-in-Chief.
The Committee recommend the adoption of the resolution.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection the recom
mendation of the committee on this resolution will be concurred in.
J. B. M ACCABE, of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like to have
that resolution read again.
The Chairman of the Committee read the resolution.
J. B. M ACCABE, of Massachusetts: Commander, I want to say now and
here that I have an objection to that resolution, a most decided objection.
WILLIAM DE STEESE, of Wisconsin: Commander, I am a veteran also,
and a Son of a Veteran, and I object to the resolution. We can do a great
deal more individually than we can acting under such a resolution as this,
appointing us a Committee to visit officially the Grand Array of the Republic.
The Brothers here who are also comrades of the Grand Army will bear me
out in the statement that we cannot allow Sons of Veterans under our rules
and regulations at present to sit in our Posts. We can not allow Sons of
Veterans to make any remarks in our Post either by the consent of the
Commander of the Post, or of the Post itself. The Grand Army of the Re
public will have to revise their Ritual and their work completely before
Sous of Veterans can be allowed in the Post Room. We are doing things all
the time that antagonize the old Veterans. Now let us let the old Veterans
alone. There are enough old Veterans who are Sons of Veterans and mem
bers of different Divisions to carry this work on quietly, and if you let us
alone we will get on the right side of Pa after while. Pa don’t want to lend
us his jack-knife for fear we will take the edge off of it: he don’t think we
are quite old enough to be trusted with his watch, his pocket-book and his
secrets. So let us go a little slow with our legislation in the Commandery-inChief and in the Division; let us go a little slow in approaching the Grand
Army. Just let them alone a while. We can not make it at present, but the
time is fast approaching when the Grand Army will make us their auxiliary.
(Cries of “Question,” “Question.”)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: I will recognize the Chairman of the
Committee if he has anything to say on the resolution.
CHAIRMAN DUSTIN: Commander, I have nothing to say.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Commander, it is evident that the last
Brother who spoke does not understand this resolution. We are not asking
that the Sons of Veterans be admitted into the Post Halls.
WILLIAM DE STEESE. of Wisconsin: I understand that, Commander.
WALTER S. PAYNE, of Ohio: Your remarks will not apply to a Vet
eran who is also a Son of a Veteran. If that Committee is composed of Sons
of Veterans who are also Veterans and comrades of the Grand Army they
can visit the National Encampment of the G. A. R. as the mouthpiece 01
the Sons of Veterans, and communicate with them.
WILLIAM DE STEESE. of Wisconsin: Commander. I understand all
that. I am a Past Commander of my Post and I am a Past Captain of my
Camp, and I can go in with them and do more good work in one moment
with my Post, as a comrade, than I could in a year as a member of a Com
mittee appointed by the Sons of Veterans. I am opposed to this Com
mandery-in-Chief, or any Division of the Order, or any Camp in the Crcjcr,
taking the initiative in their hands aud going to the Grand Army of the
Republic. (Applause.)
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R. M. J. REED, of Pennsylvania: Commander, as a member of the Grand
Army of the Republic I am compelled to take issue with Past Commanderin-Chief Payne. I have been in this work for fourteen years and I know
something of the pulse of the Grand Army of the Republic, and the longer
we leave them alone, the better it will be for us. They know a good thing
when they see it and they are gradually being educated up to the point of
recognizing that we are their natural heirs, and when the proper time comes
they will be first to invite us to participate in their meetings. (Applause.)
At present I am unalterably opposed to making any advances, or knocking at
their door for admission. Let us stand on our own merits. We have merits,
and the Grand Army of the Republic will in their own good time, and at the
proper time, recognize us, and open their doors and say, “Boys, come in; God
bless you.”
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: All those in favor of the resolution
will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands.
Those opposed, the same sign. The motion seems to be lost. It is lost and
the recommendation is not concurred in.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
CONCERNING SESSIONS OF THE C.-IN-C.
RESOLVED, That hereafter, until this action is revised, the National
Encampment shall not suspend its regular hours for sessions, day or even
ing, for any Camp Fire or Reception, except on the evening of the first days*
session.
The Committee recommend that this resolution do not pass.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Without there is objection the recom
mendation of the Committee will stand adopted. Is there objection? The
Chair hears none, and the recommendation of the Committee is concurred in.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
CONCERNING THE SESSIONS OF THE C.-IN-C.
RESOLVED, That hereafter the time of the commencement of our yearly
National Encampments be set for and be announced as being Monday of the
week and month duly agreed upon, the day being set apart for the reception
of reports and meeting of such Committees and for such other business as
the Commander-in-Chief may designate.
The Committee recommend that this resolution do not pass.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Without there is objection the recom
mendation of the Committee will be concurred in. The Chair hears none, and
the resolution will stand not adopted.
The Chairman of the Committee resumed the reading of the report as
follows:
RESOLVED, That the close of the said Encampments shall be set for and
announced to take place on Friday of the said week, all of which shall be
slated in General Orders in due time and form, and prior to each Encamp
ment.
The Committee recommend that this resolution do not pass.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Unless there is objection the recom
mendation of the Committee will be concurred in. The Chair hears no objec
tion and the recommendation is concurred in and the resolution is not
adopted.
CONCERNING COURT MARTIAL PROCEEDINGS IN THE DIV. OF NEW
JERSEY.
CHAIRMAN DUSTIN: Commander, I will state that a few moments ago
the Committee was handed a report from the Division of New Jersey -n
regard to a Court Martial Proceedings. Unless this Encampment shall stay
over another day or two days it will be impossible for us to consider it and
make a report concerning it.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, I will say that a court
martial took place in the Division of New Jersey some time last year, The
matter was passed upon by Commander-in-Chief Bundy at that time. His
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decision was approved by the last meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief
This matter, I believe, is an appeal from the decision of Past Commander-inChief Bundy.
CHAIRMAN DUSTIN: Commander, I will state that the Committee read
a couple of pages of this and looked it over and found it would be impossible
to finish it up to-day; from what we read the judgment of the Committee was
that Past Commander-in-Chief Bundy’s decision in the matter was all right,
and that his decision should be approved.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Committee having concluded its
report the question now is upon the adoption of the report as a whole. All
those in favor of the adoption of the report of the committee will give their
assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed
the same sign. The report of the committee is adopted and the committee
is discharged with the thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief.
S. OF V. A RESERVE OF THE U. S. A.
W. J. PATTON of Wisconsin: Commander, I would like to ask whether
any action was taken on the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief
in reference to the bill introduced in Congress last February making the
Sons of Veterans a military reserve of the United States Army? I have not
noticed it this morning.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair has no recollection of any
action taken in regard to that.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: I hope, Commander, we are not going
to pass that matter by, or ignore it.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Will Brother Wagner, Chairman of the
Committee on Officers’ Reports, please inform the Commandery as to the
status of the matter inquired about by Brother Patton. The Chair under
stands it went to the Committee on Officers’ Reports.
L. M. WAGNER, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I do not remember of it
in the report of our Committee, but I think the recommendation was con
curred in. The Commander-in-Chief made the recommendation and we con
curred in the recommendation. We were in favor of it and recommended
that some legislation be taken by the Commandery-in-Chief in behalf of it.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Is that satisfactory to Brother Patton?
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Commander, it seems to me that some
thing more than this ought to be done. We ought to have a standing com
mittee to push this matter during the coming year. If it is everybody’s bus
iness it will be nobody’s business. It is an important act of legislation. It is
of immense importance to our Order and it requires the prompt attention of
a committee composed of capable men to look after it. This next coming
Congress is the time to attend to it. I move that a committee of five be
appointed, of whom the present Commander-in-Chief shall be Chairman, to
attend to this legislation during the coming year.
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Is it understood this committee will
serve without expense to the Commaudery-in-Chief?
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: Yes, Commander; I will incorporate that
in my motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: All those in favor of the motion will
give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those
opposed the same sign. The motion seems to be carried, and is carried, mat
committee will be appointed by the new Commander-in-Chief.
The Special Order of Business having been completed, we are now
the head of Unfinished Business. Is there any unfinished business Deioie
the Commandery? If not, we will proceed to the next order of ousiness,
New Business.
PLACE OF HOLDING NEXT ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I move you that
we now proceed to select a place for the meeting of the next Annual encamp
ment, and that nominating speeches be limited to five minutes.
The motion was seconded.
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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
All those in favor of it will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the
Order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed to.
Nominations are now in order.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I suggest that each dele
gation get together under the direction of its Division Commander, so that
no time will be lost, as there was last year, in counting up.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is suggested that the delegations get
together so that the Chairman may readily consult each delegate and be
able to announce the vote of the delegation without delay.
Before proceeding with this matter I will call upon the Committee on
Credentials for a final report, if any it has to make. Has the Committee on
Credentials any further report to make?
THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL: Commander, the Committee on Creden
tials has completed its labors and has no further report to make.
COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS DISCHARGED.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Committee then will be discharged
with the thanks of the Commandery.
Nominations are now in order for the place of holding the next Annual
Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief. I suppose it is not necessary to
call the roll of Divisions.

:
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NASHVILLE, TENN., NOMINATED FOR 1897 ENCAMPMENT.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Commander, I de
sire on behalf of the City of Nashville, Tennessee, to place that city in nom
ination for the place of holding the next Annual Encampment and ask per
mission to read the invitation from that city.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Brother will be accorded the five
minutes allowed for this purpose.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: I am not sure that
I will be able to read them in five minutes, but I will do my best.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Chair wants to give notice now
that he will hold the Brothers strictly to the limit fixed by the Commandery.
SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Commander, I de
sire to present the invitation extended by Gov. Turney on behalf of the State
of Tennessee.
Sept. S, 1896.
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., Louisville, Ky.
GENTLEMEN: Permit me, on behalf of the State of Tennessee, to invite
you to hold your next Convention in the City of Nashville. The State of
Tennessee will celebrate the One Hundredth Anniversary of its admission
into the Union by holding a grand Exposition in the City of Nashville during
the Spring, Summer and Fall of 1897.
Our people are making elaborate preparations to receive and entertain
all visiting associations, and it is the desire of the people of the State, ex
pressed through me, that the members of your Association give us the pleas
ure of your presence at some time during the continuance of the Exposition.
P. TURNEY, Governor.
Yours respectfully,
Also the invitation tendered by the representatives of the Daily Press
of Nashville.
NASHVILLE, Tennessee, Sept. 8, 1896.
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., Louisville, Ky.
DEAR STR: As representatives of the Daily Press of Nashville, we join
most cordially in inviting your association to hold its next meeting in this
city. We will gladly publish all proceedings of your meetings, and will ex
tend such other courtesies as are usually due from the Press on such oc
casions.
THE AMERICAN,
By Sam C. Bennet.
THE BANNER,
By E. M. Foster, Business Manager.
THE SUN,
By H. L. Rowe, Business Manager.
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Also the invitation tendered by the Nashville Chamber of Commerce.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, NASHVILLE, Tenn, Sept. 8, 1896.
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., Louisville, Ky.
GENTLEMEN: The Chamber of Commerce of Nashville, Tenn., together
with other official bodies of this city, beg very respectfully to tender herewith
a most cordial and pressing invitation for your Association to hold its An
nual Convention of 1897 in the City of Nashville during the pendency of our
Tennessee Centennial Exposition, opening May 1, 1897, and continuing six
months.
We can assure you a most hearty and cordial welcome, and will use all
possible means to make your stay among us pleasant, and we feel sure that
the recollections of your visit to Tennessee will be a matter of pleasure both
to yourselves and the people of our city.
The many attractions and inducements that our State and city have
to offer for the meeting here of the different organizations of the country
in our Centennial year, 1897, are set forth in part in the accompanying cir
cular. Side trips to any and all points of interest, the many battlefields,
Hermitage, Lookout Mountain, celebrated stock farms, etc., etc., can be made
in a few hours’ ride at greatly reduced rates. Many of the principal points
can be reached without charge.
Trusting to have the presence of your Association in our city next year,
we remain, very respectfully.
NASHVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
By A. J. Harris, President.
A. W. Wills, Secretary.
Also the invitation extended by William M. McCarthy, Mayor, on behalf
of the City of Nashville.
Sept. S, 1S96.
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., Louisville, Ky.
GENTLEMEN: 1 take pleasure in endorsing the invitation extended by
the Chamber of Commerce to your honorable body to hold your next Annual
Convention in this city during our Centennial year. We will see that you
receive a most cordial, hearty greeting, and that your stay shall not only
be pleasant, but profitable to each of you. Yours respectfully,
WM. M. M’CARTHY,
Mayor.
Also the invitation extended by A. S. Williams, President, on behalf of
the City Council.
September S, 1896.
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A.. Louisville, Ky.
GENTLEMEN: The City Council of Nashville, Tenn., begs most heartily
to unite in extending a most cordial invitation to your Association to hold
its Annual Convention in Nashville during our Centennial year, 1S97. We
will receive you with open arms. Respectfully,
NASHVILLE CITY COUNCIL,
By A. S. Williams, President.
Also the invitation of the Board of Public Works and Affairs at Nash
ville, per George W. Stamback, Chairman.
NASHVILLE, Tenn., September S, 1S96.
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., Louisville, Ky.
GENTLEMEN: The Board of Public Works and Affairs of Nashville,
Tenn., joins with His Honor, the Mayor, and others, in extending a most cor
dial invitation to your Association to meet in Nashville in 1S97. Respectfully,
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AND AFFAIRS,
Per Geo. W. Stamback, Chairman.
Also the invitation extended by E. C. Lewis, Director-General, on be
half of the Tennessee Centennial Exposition.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn., September 8, 1896.
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A., Louisville, Ky.
GENTLEMEN: The Tennessee Centennial joins most heartily in the ac
companying invitations, and will be greatly pleased to have you visit our
beautiful city in 1S97.
We propose to hold one of the grandest Industrial Expositions ever wit
nessed in this country for the purpose of celebrating the One Hundredth
Anniversary of the admission of the State of Tennessee into the Federal
Union.
On account of the many conventions to assemble in Nashville next year,
we will be able to secure for you a very low transportation rate, and will
have the necessary convention hall in which to hold your meetings furnished
gratuitously.
We will also take pleasure in arranging excursions at greatly reduced
rates, should you desire to visit Lookout Mountain, Mammoth Cave and other
noted places in this vicinity.
We deem it proper to state to you, however, that owing to the large
number of associations which will visit us in 1S97, we cannot arrange for the
entire management of entertainments, programs, etc., prepared for the dif
ferent conventions, but will aid you all in our power, and have organized
a special department for the purpose.
Trusting that you may decide to come to see us, we remain, yours very
truly,
TENNESSEE CENTENNIAL,
By E. C. Lewis, Director-General.
Also the invitation extended by the State Association of Confederate
Soldiers and the Sons of Confederate Soldiers, signed by John P. Hickman,
Secretary.
NASHVILLE, Tenn., September 7, 1896.
MR. W. R. COOPER, Louisville, Ky.
DEAR SIR: Yours of the 4th inst. received. The State Association of
Confederate Soldiers and the Sons of Confederate Soldiers, Tennessee Di
vision, extend to the Encampment of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., a cordial
invitation to hold their Annual Encampment in the City of Nashville, Tenn.,
in the year 1897. Should the Sons of Veterans accept our invitation, we
pledge a cordial reception from not only the Confederate Soldiers and their
sons, but also the citizens of Tennessee. Very respectfully,
JOHN P. HICKMAN,
Secretary.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:
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Any further nominations?

DENVER, COL., NOMINATED.
ROBERT E. HANNA, of Colorado: Commander, I desire to present a
formal invitation from the officers of the Denver Chamber of Commerce and
Board of Trade in which the Governor of Colorado and Mayor of Denver
unite.
DENVER, Colorado, August 27, 1896.
TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT,
SONS OF VETERANS, IN CONVENTION AT LOUISVILLE, KY.
GENTLEMEN: In behalf of the Denver Chamber of Commerce and Board
of Trade, an organization with a membership of 550 of Colorado’s most
influential citizens, we hereby extend to your Association a most cordial
invitation to hold your Annual Convention of 1897 in Denver.
All things being considered, Denver is perhaps the most desirable city
in the Union for the holding of conventions. Her ample and splendid hotel
accommodations are unsurpassed, and while the most luxurious tastes
can be satisfied, persons of moderate means can always procure wliat tne>
desire at reasonable rates.
.
,.
The acceptable manner in which Denver entertains her guests
known throughout the country. Her ability to entertain was tnoroilg; .
tested at the Knights Templar Conclave in 1892, when 115,000 people ai
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in this city within three days, and all were comfortably cared for. Ex
perience has demonstrated that, as a rule, people gather in larger numbers at
conventions held in Denver than in other cities, because of her excellent
facilities for entertaining visitors, and the great number of attractions she
offers.
The work of a convention being done visitors and delegates can leave
the city by the different lines of railroad in the morning; spend the day
viewing the grandest mountain scenery in the world, and return to the city
by six or eight o’clock in the evening.
It is but true to say, that there is no city on the continent where the
attfactions of a metropolis and the grandeur of mountain scenery are in ,
such close proximity to each other.
Should you decide to come, we will do all in our power to make your
convention a success, and your stay with us as pleasant as possible. Very
respectfully yours,
M. C. JACKSON,
Secretary.
We heartily join in the above invitation and pledge you a cordial re
ception.
A. W. MTNTIRE,
Governor of Colorado.
T. S. M’MURRAY.
Mayor of Denver.
Also an invitation from the Colorado Division.
HEADQUARTERS COLORADO DIVISION, SONS OF VETERANS.
GREELEY, Col., June 1, 1S96.
DEAR BROTHER: At the Annual Encampment of the Colorado Divi
sion, S. of V., held April 21-2-1, a resolution was unanimously adopted instruct
ing our delegates to invite the National Encampment, S. of V., to meet at
Denver, Col., in 1S97. I hope you will give us your hearty support in this first
request of the Colorado Division.
We have at different times enjoyed the hospitality of the North, South,
East and Central States. Now let the hospitality of each and all of these
sections bo extended by us and accepted by you for 1S97. Our membership
is made up of men from nearly every State in the Union and the combined
hospitality of North, South, East and West we extend to you for the next
Commandery Encampment.
Denver is a magnificent modern city with ample hotel accommodations
for large crowds. Our mountain scenery is as fine as the world knows; our
atmosphere as pure as our mountain snows; our mines are pouring their
yellow riches into the lap of the world; our erstwhile cactus plains have
been conquered by the hand of science; our irrigated farms yield the richest
of harvests, and smile a glad welcome upon all in this the dawn of a new
century. All this will be new and inspiring to the delegates and friends who
attend the encampment.
"Come with us and we will do thee good.”
Yours in F., C. and L.,
A. C. PATTON,
Commander Colorado Division, S. of V.
Now, Commander, the great journalist of the cause of freedom once said:
"Go West, young man, and grow up with the country.” Responding to that
call, men from every section of the Eastern, Southern and Central States
crystalized that suggestion into a reality.
They left the smoky cities of the East, the farms where the long
branches of the giant trees waved their sweetest matins with every breath of
morning; they closed the doors of their cottages by the sea where the blue
waves continually come to kiss the pebbly beach, and turning their faces
toward the setting sun, took up their march across the prairies of the \\est,
which with their roll and swell and their boundless expanse so nearly re
sembled the mighty main that involuntarily they would reach forward ana
listen, as if perchance to hear the roaring of the surf. They crossed t
boundaries of the arid West out into the sun-scorched desert, ana on me
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banks of the South Platte River reared a magnificent modern city, which
city today extends to you its hospitality for 1S97.
The city which in its comparatively short term of years has grown to he
one of the most colossal of Western civilization; a city whose buildings are
built of Nature’s most beautiful stone, and whose lofty cornices almost wedge
open the gates of heaven, and whose skylights are as youthful eyes gazing
into the dwelling-places of our fallen Comrades. There we have our stately
capitol, a living monument of our State’s handiwork and thrift; and from its
stately dome looks down our Goddess who with our loyal boys of the Sons
of Veterans and our patriotic citizens now asks you to come and be the
- guests of a Western Division.
Denver is nested on the Eastern slope of the mighty Rockies. It lies
thrust into the bosom of the world’s richest mining region whose gold and
silver are now being poured into the lap of the world. Here lies the Queen
City of the Plains, who asks you to cast your nets in the West.
Come to us, Brothers, for the first time; drink in the draughts of the
purest air the world knows, and gaze with us as our guests on such scenery
as not even the old beauty grounds of Europe can equal. Our scenery is
the most beautiful the world knows. Ride with us and see God’s most
wonderful architecture. Go with us unto canon threaded now by rails and
ties, where the Indian and his wigwam have long since given place to the
steam steed of steel which leads you to the grandest of summer resorts. All
this is only a few hours ride from Denver, and next year when wc meet
you at our handsome Union Depot, we shall show you all of these ere you
depart.
The rock-ribbed gorges, set with minerals, valleys and mountains
studded with hamlet and town, and our railroads penetrating the deep gloom
of cavernous gorges where God’s sunlight has never yet kissed into being
any form of life. Bounding again for the barren, cold but beautiful peaks,
where only snow turns its smiling purity to the radiant rays of a Western
sun.
Again go with me around our famous Horn, the desert where once the
buffalo and Indian were monarch of the cactus-covered hill and dale, but
now mellow with the harvests of autumn; all this made possible by the
hand of science.
The Eastern states have had their Encampments, and year after year
have Commanders been chosen from the Eastern and Central portions of our
Republic. The middle states have received from your hands the privilege
of entertaining you as have the East. The Brothers of my cousin Divisions
have had the Commandery-in-Chief Officers down to its Council-in-Chief.
Your sections have been honored by receiving from our present Commanderin-Chief and those who have preceded him the majority of their staff appoint
ments.
Colorado Division has never yet asked from this Commandery an elective
office. She has never been favored with an appointment of the Commanderin-Chief.
She does now come to you bearing one request, which we earnestly hope
you will honor us by granting. Colorado Division now invites you to come
to Denver for your Sixteenth National Encampment. We feel that this, our
first request, should be granted, and we assure you a loyal Centennial State s
welcome, as any body of young men could one of sweet sixteen.
Let me go back to the members of my Division, and tell them that you
have accepted our invitation. A thrill of new life will go through our
veins, and our membership will go on until we are numbered in the A
column. We beseech you to come and sit down to the feast we will pre
pare for you. We ask you to allow us the opportunity of wedding the beauti
ful and fair maiden of the East to our daring and manly youth of the West.
We ask that you would lie down in our green pastures beside our still waters
where you need fear no evil. The God that led our fathers to victory will
be with you.
Then we will carry the Encampment up into the eternal snow, and on
the summit of grand old Pike’s Peak, where Heaven kisses earth we will
raise the Stars and Stripes, and send forth to the world our message oi
loyalty, the Union forever, one and inseparable. (Applause.)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Any other nominations?
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BOSTON, MASS., NOMINATED.
FRED E. BOLTON, of Massachusetts: • Commander, I only want to make
a simple statement that the Division of Massachusetts by its resolution at
its last Encampment voted to invite the Commandery-in-Chief to meet in
Boston in 1897. I extend to you a plain and simple Sons of Veterans wel
come to come at that time. (Applause.)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Any further nominations?
INDIANAPOLIS, IND., NOMINATED.
R. B. OGLESBEE, of Indiana: Commander, in behalf of the Division of
Indiana I desire to ask the privilege of the floor at this time for Past Ad
jutant General Charles A. Bookwalter, of Indiana. (Applause.)
CHARLES A. BOOKWALTER, of Indiana: Commander, like the gen
tleman who is at this time occupying a considerable part of the public eye,
I have come into “the enemy’s country” to make a speech in favor of the
Capitol City of Hoosierism. The people of the City of Indianapolis, the
people of the State of Indiana, represented by the Chief Executive of the
State and Mayor of the City have authorized us to extend to this Encamp
ment an invitation to meet with them in 1S97. In extending this invitation
I wish to say that we have the assurance of the Commercial Club of Indian
apolis, composed of six hundred representative citizens of that town, that if
you will come there in 1S97 they will see that the entertainment furnished is
second to none ever given the Commandery in its history. (Applause.)
Commander, we say that if you will come to Indianapolis there are
several reasons why the Encampment will prove a success. We have the
authority of the officers of the State of Indiana to say to you that if the
Encampment come to Indianapolis the hall of the House of Representatives
of the Indiana Legislature will be thrown open to you for your deliberations;
one of the finest halls in one of the finest public buildings in the United
States. In addition, it is peculiarly fitting that the city which has erected to
the memory of the brave soldiers of the late Rebellion the grandest monument
in the United States, should bo given an opportunity to demonstrate to you
that the feeling of patriotism and loyalty exemplified in the person of the
great War Governor, Oliver P. Morton, (applause), still lives; for there is
the fact that 24,000 of the Sons of Hoosierdom offered up their lives on
Southern battle fields. All those things taken into consideration warrant
us iu saying that if you will come to Indianapolis the patriotic sons of that
city, the patriotic citizens of Indiana will give the Commandery-in-Chief a
reception that you will always remember. We have not built up the antici
pations of our people to expect a great outpouring of Sous of Veterans. They
are not keyed up to expect ten or twelve thousand. We have not told them
there will be 1,500 armed and uniformed Sons of Veterans; but you may
expect from the millions of liberty loving citizens of Indiana a welcome that
will warm the cockles of your heart. We will not be able to serve up to
you so many delectable articles of diet as my friend Maccabe knows how
they serve up on the New England coast; we are not so strong on beans,
but we are just as strong on patriotism, love of country and zeal for this
most excellent organization. I have no letters to read to you, but we have
the assurance of Gov. Matthews, Mayor Taggart, the President of the Board
of Trade, and the officers of the Commercial Club that if you come to In
dianapolis they will not only attend to your material wants, but we will do
everything in our power to minister to your mental moral and spiritual
needs. (Applause.) By coming to Indianapolis you will again place upon its
feet the Division of Indiana. The Indiana Division should have to-day ana
will have with your assistance one year from now at least four thousand
loyal Sons to welcome you. Brothers, come to Indianapolis, and you vu
never regret it. (Applause.)
.
„Q?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Are there any further nominations.
If not the nominations will be declared closed. The Adjutant ~®ne.ral, ,
call the roll of Divisions. When the name of a Division is called tne dele
gates present will rise and the Chairman of the delegation will announce me
vote of the delegation.
_ . _
vp_
The Adjutant General called the roll of the Divisions. Befoie the ie
suit was announced:
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MANLY WREN, of Missouri: Commander, Missouri desires to change
her vote to seven votes for Indianapolis.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Adjutant General will note the
change.
H. T. COOPER of Tennessee: Commander, Alabama and Tennessee de
sires to change her vote to Indianapolis.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Adjutant General will note the
change.
ROBERT E. HANNA, of Colorado: Commander, I move you that In
dianapolis be now made the unanimous choice, by acclamation, of this En
campment, for the place of holding the next annual Encampment of the
Commandery-in-Chief.
The motion was seconded
NEXT ENCAMPMENT OF THE C.-IN-C. TO BE HELD AT INDIANAPOLIS,
IND.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CIHEF: It is moved and seconded that Indian
apolis be declared the choice of this Encampment as the place for holding
the next annual Encampment. All those in favor of the motion will give
their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those
opposed, the same sign. The ayes have it and the next annual Encampment
will be held at Indianapolis. (Applause.)
IN REFERENCE TO CONFERENCE OF DIVISION COMMANDERS.
Some one of the various committees recommended the selection of a
time for the Conference of the Division Commanders present. That time
should be fixed if it is deemed advisable to hold such a Conference. The
Commandery decided that it should be held and the time should be fixed
under the head of new business. What is the pleasure of the Encampment?
LEWIS A. D1LLEY, of Iowa: Commander, to test the sense of the
house, I move you that the next Encampment be held before the first day of
September, 1S97.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Dilley does not understand
the proposition. I think it was the Committee on Officers’ Reports made the
recommendation, and the recommendation was adopted, that a time be fixed
during this meeting by the Cominandcry-in-Chief for a Conference of Di
vision Commanders upon the condition of the Order. It is in order now,
under the head of new business, to fix that time, if it is the pleasure pf the
Commandery.
JAMES H. TAWNEY, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move you that
the matter of fixing the time for holding the next Encampment be placed
in the hands of the new administration, or Council-in-Chief.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Tawncy does not understand
the proposition. The Commandery has decided to have a meeting of the
Division Commanders here present at this time, that is, at this session of
the Commandery-in-Chief, for the purpose of consultation and discussion
as to the condition and needs of the order. Under the head of new business
it is now in order to fix the time for such meeting. What is the pleasure of
the Commandery?
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I suggest that the Commander-in-Chief call a meeting to be held immediately after the adjourn
ment of this session.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Immediately after the adjournment of
this session of the Commandery?
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Let it be after this session. When
they get together they can agree to meet another time if necessary.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Do you make that as a motion?
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, I make that motion.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
Those in favor will signify their assent by the usual voting sign of the
Order. Down hands. Those opposed, the same sign. The ayes seem to
have it, the ayes have it and the motion is agreed to. The Division Com
manders here present are hereby called upon to meet at Room 201 aJ_ e
Galt House immediately after the adjournment of this session of the oo
mandery-in-Chicf.
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ROBERT E. HANNA, of Colorado: Commander, I would like to ask if
any representative who is here from the Division of Colorado can take part
in this Conference. The Division Commander is not present.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: By general consent any member of
this Commandery may attend that meeting and give voice to his views.
What is the further pleasure of the Commandery? We are acting now under
the head of new business.
FIXING TIME FOR HOLDING NEXT ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT RE
FERRED TO COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.
GEORGE H. HURLBUT, of Illinois: Commander, I move you that the
matter of fixing the time of holding the next Annual Encampment of the
Commandery-in-Chief be left with the Council-in-Chief.
D. F. GOULDING, of Massachusetts: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
Those in favor of it will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the
Order. Down hands. Those opposed, the same sign. The ayes seem to
have it. The ayes have it and the motion is agreed to.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
Any further new business? If not we will pass to the next order of busi
ness, election and installation of officers. The first thing in order will be
nomination for the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief. Nominations for
Commander-in-Chief arc now in order.
H. T. COOPER, of Tennessee: Commander, I move you that the nomi
nating speeches be limited to five minutes.
The motion was seconded.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, I move to lay that
motion on the table.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF:
Brothers, it is moved by Brother
Cooper and seconded that all nominating speeches be limited to five minutes.
Brother Harrington’s motion is to lay that motion on the table. The ques
tion is on the motion to lay on the table. All those in favor of the motion
will give their assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands.
Those opposed, the same sign. The noes seem to have it. The noes have it,
and the motion to lay upon the table is lost. The question now recurs upon
Brother Cooper’s motion to limit nominating speeches to five minutes. Are
you ready for the question? All those in favor of the motion will give their
assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed,
the same sign. The ayes seem to have it. The ayes have it, and the mo
tion is carried, aud nominating speeches will be limited to five minutes..
Nominations for Commandcr-in-Chief are now in order. The Adjutant
General will call the roll of Divisions.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called:
E. R. CARTER, of Tennessee: Commander, Alabama and Tennessee
gives way to Pennsylvania.
JAS. L. RAKE NOMINATED.
R. M. J. REED, of Pennsylvania: Commander-in-Chief and Brothers,
it is a privilege and a pleasure of mine to present for Commander-in-Chief of
this organization, a young man in whom all those who know him have im
plicit confidence. I want to say right here that whispers have been lndiUgeu
in as to certain methods that have been practiced by this Brother in years
gone by. At the time that Grant was drawing his lines around Vicksbuig.
President Lincoln was visited by a committee who told him. that General
Grant was indulging to excess in rum drinking, and Lincoln said to the committec, “Tell me what kind of rum he drinks, and I will at once sen<[ "
barrel to all the rest of my Generals.” (Applause.) I want to say to tne
Brothers right here, that those who know our candidate for Commanaer-in
Chief will echo that sentiment, and say send a barrel of those met^abprfi
every Division of this Order in the couutry. (Applause.) I have come nere
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in connection with other members of the Pennsylvania Division not because
of any political scheme, not because I desired to come, but simply because
of the wish on the part of every member of the Pennsylvania Division to see
at the head of this organization a man peculiarly fitted by nature, by educa
tion, by experience, to make one of the best Commanders-in-Chief that we
.:
have ever had. In 1888 the Division of Pennsylvania notwithstanding the
fact that she had rocked the cradle of this organization and had grown in
strength and influence, found itself in a chaotic condition, owing to the conduct of a Brother who had been elected to command. This candidate of ours
was called to the field. He took charge, and in fourteen months from the
time of attempting command of the Pennsylvania Division, notwithstanding
the fact that he found us in debt over two thousand dollars, hanging our
head and lacking confidence, in fourteen months he returned to us the com
mand and honor given to him with all the debt paid off, seven hundred dol
lars in the Treasury and fifty-two Camps to his credit. I want to say to
you that the man whom I shall name for the Commander-in-Chief has
erected a monument for himself that will challenge comparison with that
of any other member of this organization; that where he is best known he
is best respected; that those who know him best love him best for his man
hood, for his worth and for the good that he has done the community and
this organization.
I am here to-day to present his name because we in Pennsylvania know
him thoroughly and we love him from the bottom of our hearts. When
ever we have been in difficulty, whenever the Division of Pennsylvania has
been in difficulty, whenever the Camp has been in difficulty and needed
some men with solid brain and good backbone we called this man into our
counsels and we have never been led astray. I know that I am limited to
five minutes, but I could talk lor five hours on this subject. But it is en
tirely unnecessary, I am satisfied there is not a Brother in this room whom
I can proselyte to-day for every one of you are convinced that the best man
whose name will be presented for your suffrage here is the man whom,
without further remarks, I shall have the honor and pleasure to name. In
answer to the unanimous vote of the Pennsylvania Division at the Encamp
ment held at Gettysburg directing us to use all honorable means—and I
desire to emphasize those words—all honorable means for his election, I
nominate James L. Rake, of Reading, Pennsylvania as candidate for Com
mander-in-Chief. (Applause.)
I want to make this one prediction. That if you elect him—and I know
you will—when we meet in Indianapolis one year hence, there will not be
a man of you that will come there but what will be more than proud of your
Commander-in-Chief and the record that he will make. He will not know
an enemy and he will not recognize a friend in the performance of his duty.
His duty will be first and last all the time; and in the language of the
martyred Lincoln, “With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firm
ness in the right as God gives him to see the right he will finish the work
he has so well begun.” (Applause.)
The Adjutant General concluded the calling of the roll.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: There being no further nominations,
nominations will be closed. The Adjutant General will now call the roll
of Divisions for ballot for the election of the Commander-in-Chief. As the
Adjutant General calls the name of a Division the delegates will rise and
the Chairman of the delegation will announce the vote of the delegation for
Commander-in-Chief.
WILLTAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander. I move you that the Con
stitution, Rules and Regulations be suspended and that the Adjutant General
be directed to cast the unanimous vote of this Encampment for James L.
Rake for Commander-in-Chief.
V. GTLB, JR., of Alabama: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, it has been moved and sec
onded that the Constitution, Rules and Regulations be suspended and that
the Adjutant General be directed to cast the unanimous vote of this En
campment for Brother James L. Rake of Pennsylvania, for Commander-inChief. Are you ready for the question? (Cries of “No,” “No,” “No,” “Roll
call,” “Roll call.”) The Chair will hold that the Commandery may, by a
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two-thirds vote suspend the rules and direct the Adjutant General to cast
the vote of the Encampment.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, if I may be permitted to
do so, I beg to withdraw my motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Bundy withdraws his motion,
and the Adjutant General will proceed to call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Illinois was called, and the vote of that Division
announced eight votes for Bookwalter.
CHARLES A. BOOKWALTER, of Indiana: Commander, I desire to say
that I am not a candidate. I did not know my name was to be presented
until this moment. I do not desire the Brothers of this Order to vote
for me.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The Brothers have heard the announce
ment of Brother Bookwalter. The roll call will proceed.
The Adjutant General concluded the calling of the roll.
The Adjutant General reported the result of the ballot to the CommanderIn-Chief.
J. L. RAKE ELECTED COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, the following is the result
of the ballot. The total membership of the Commandery is 129 delegates.
Total number of votes cast 128; of which James L. Rake, of Pennsylvania
received S9; Charles A. Bookwalter, of Indiana, 9; Lewis A. Dilley, of Iowa,
30. Brother Rake having received a majority of all the votes cast, is de
clared elected Commander-in-Chief of the Order for the ensuing year.
(Great applause and cries for “Rake,” “Rake.”)
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF-ELECT JAMES L. RAKE: Brothers, I do
not desire to detain you by any speech. I return thanks for my election
without any feeling against those who opposed me. I simply ask of all of
you your hearty co-operation. You will find me actuated so far as I pos
sibly can be by the same ambition that stimulates you; and if there are any
wrongs within this organization, with your assistance I will endeavor to
correct them; and I hope to meet you at Indianapolis, and then yoii can
say whether I have succeeded. (Applause.)
NOMINATION FOR SENIOR VICE C.-IN-C.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Nominations are now in order for can
didates for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. The Adjutant General will
call the roll of Divisions.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
LEO W. KENNEDY, OF COL., NOMINATED FOR SENIOR VICE C.-IN-C.
When the Division of Ohio was called:
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, without delaying the En
campment with any extended address detailing the merits of the candidate
I desire to present, I wish only to say that he is a Brother from a Division
that we recognize and accord a high place in this organization He is Past
Commander of his Division and has served with credit. He joined this
organization in 1SS2. There are Brothers in this Encampment who have
known him year after year. They know that he is competent and able in
every respect to fill this position; that if anything should happen to our
Commander-in-Chief he is a man who would be competent to take his place.
I therefore, on behalf of the Division of Ohio, because Brother Hanna is too
modest, have the honor of presenting for your suffrages Brother Leo W.
Kennedy, of Colorado, for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. (Applause.)
The Adjutant General concluded the calling of the roll of Divisions.
WILLIAM E. BUNDY, of Ohio: Commander, as there are no other nom
inations, I move that the rules be suspended, and the Adjutant General be
directed to cast the vote of this Encampment for Leo W. Kennedy as Senior.
Vice Commander-in-Chief.
The motion was seconded.
. ___ . . mTrvXT
LEO W. KENNEDY ELECTED SENIOR VICE C.-IN-C. B\ ACCLAMATION.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, it is moved and seconded
that the Adjutant General be directed to cast the vote of this Encampment
for Leo W. Kennedy as Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. Are you ready
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for the question? All those in favor of the motion will give their assent
by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed, the
same sign. The motion seems to be and is carried, and the Adjutant General
•will cast the ballot.
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL: Leo W. Kennedy receives 128 votes for
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. (Applause.)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The total membership of the En
campment is 129. Brother Kennedy having received 128 votes, a majority
of the votes cast, he is declared duly elected Senior Vice Commander-inChief.
(Applause and cries of “Speech,” “Speech.”)
LEO W. KENNEDY, of Colorado: Commander and Brothers, I desire
simply to thank you for this election. I will do my very best in the interests
of the Order in the position to which you have elected me. (Applause.)
NOMINATIONS FOR JUNIOR VICE C.-IN-C. CALLED FOR.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Nominations for Junior Vice Com
mander-in-Chief are now in order. The Adjutant General will call the roll
of Divisions.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
R. M. BUCKLEY, OF ICY., NOMINATED.
When the Division of Kentucky was reached:
T. Z. MORROW, of Kentucky: Commander, in the name of Kentucky
and in the name of the City of Louisville I wish to present a name for
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief; I wish to present one of Kentucky’s
favorite sons; I wish to present the name of a man who has labored night
and day for the welfare of our Order; I wish to present a man that makes
the welfare of the Sons of Veterans his ideal. Nominate him, place him as
second mate upon our grand old Ship, and the wrecks of disaster and the
lightnings of the air cannot daunt us, and we will move on toward success.
Kentucky nominates for Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief our intrepid son,
our gallant soldier, Captain R. M. Buckley. (Applause.)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Buckley of Kentucky is placed
in nomination. The roll call will proceed.
When the Division of Maryland was called:
CHARLES S. DAVIS, of Maryland: Commander, I simply desire on be
half of the Maryland Division to second the nomination of Brother Buckley.
When the Division of Missouri was called:
MANLY WREN, of Missouri: Commander, Missouri desires to second
the nomination of Brother Buckley.
When the Division of Nebraska was called:
GEORGE F. WOLZ, of Nebraska: Commander, Nebraska seconds the
nomination of Brother Buckley.
When the Division of Pennsylvania was called:
R. M. J. REED, of Pennsylvania: Commander, Pennsylvania seconds
the nomination of Brother Buckley.
The Adjutant General completed the calling of the roll.
H. D. SISSON, of Massachusetts: Commander, I movo that the rules
be suspended and that the Adjutant General be directed to cast the vote of
the Encampment in favor of the election of Brother Buckley as Junior Vice
Commander-in-Chief.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is moved and seconded that the
rules be suspended and the Adjutant General be directed to cast the vote of
the Encampment for Brother Buckley for Junior Vice Commaiuler-in-Chief.
Are you ready for the question? Those in favor of the motion will so signify
by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed, the
same sign. The ayes seem to have it. The ayes have it and the motion
is carried. The Adjutant General will cast the ballot of the Encampment
for Brother Buckley, of Kentucky, for Junior Vice Commander-in-Cliief.
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL: 128 votes arc cast for R. M. Buckley, ol
Kentucky, for Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief.
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R. M. BUCKLEY, OP ICY., ELECTED JUNIOR VICE C.-IN-C.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Buckley having received a ma
jority of all the votes cast is declared duly elected Junior Vice Commander-inChief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., for the ensuing year.
(Applause and cries for “Buckley.”)
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander-in-Chief and Brothers, I
assure you I consider this the crowning honor of my life. I thank you not
only on my own account but on account of my state and my city. (Ap
plause.)
NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF CALLED FOR.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: We will now proceed to the nomina
tion of candidates for Council-in-Chief. The Adjutant General will call the
roll of Divisions.
GRANT W. HARRINGTON, of Kansas: Commander, before the roll is
called, in accordance with the usual custom of making the retiring Adjutant
General a member of the Council-in-Chief, I move that the rules be sus
pended, and the Assistant Adjutant General be instructed to cast the vote
of the Encampment for the election of General Borin as a member of the
Council-in-Chief.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is moved and seconded that the
rules be suspended and that the Assistant Adjutant General be instructed
to cast the vote of the Encampment for the election of Adjutant General
Borin as a member of the Council-in-Chief for the ensuing year. Are you
ready for the question? All those in favor of the motion will give their
assent by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed,
the same sign. The motion seems to be and is carried and the Assistant
Adjutant General will so cast the vote of the Encampment.
THE ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL: Commander, I have cast
the 12S votes of the Encampment for the election of Gen. Borin as a member
of the Council-inChief.
ADJUTANT GENL. BORIN ELECTED A MEMBER OF COUNCIL-INCHIEF.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Borin having received a ma
jority of the votes cast is declared duly elected a member of the Council-inChief for the ensuing year. Nominations are now in order for two addi
tional members of the Council-in-Chief. The Adjutant General will call the
roll.
The Adjutant General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called:
E. R. CARTER, of Tennessee: Commander, Alabama and Tennessee
gives way to Illinois.

FRED E. BOLTON, OF MASS., NOMINATED.
C. J. TISDEL, of Illinois: Commander, I esteem it an honor as well
as a great privilege to stand here to present to you the name of the Brother
I will nominate for a member of the Council-in-Chief. It is not.necessary
for me to detail to you the importance of having upon the Council-in-Chief
men of capacity, men of brains, men who are devoted to the Order, and
whose record is absolutely clear. I come to you to-day to present the name
of a Brother who sits in this Encampment to-day as a Past Colonel of his
Division. He has served liis Division for many years in almost every ca
pacity of honor and trust which could be given to him. He has been its
Adjutant for two terms under the most capable of Division Commanders that
his Division ever had. He served his Division as the Commander, efficient!!
and well. He has founded new Camps, not as Colonel or Commander, or
Division Adjutant, but in his private capacity; and pushed them rorwara
until they stand among the best Camps in his State and in his
:
He has attended these Commanderies-in-Chief since the days when he nrst
became a member of the Order, and never on any occasion has he oeen ioun
wanting when called upon to work. And now on behalf of the Dmsm
of Illinois, I have the very great pleasure and honor of presenting y
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asking you to elect as a member of the Council-in-Chief Past Col. Fred
Bolton, of Massachusetts. (Applause.)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brother Bolton is placed in nomina
tion. The Adjutant General will proceed with the calling of the roll.
When the Division of Massachusetts was called:
J. B. MACCABE, of Massachusetts: Commander, I desire to follow in
the wake of my esteemed friend and Brother from Illinois, and lay my
personal tribute upon the altar to Fred Bolton. I knew him as a little fellow,
and I know him as a big fellow, and I give you my word and honor, my
Brothers, that a more loyal little fellow or a more loyal big fellow never
lived in this country. (Applause.)' He is a man of capacity and ability,
and if elected a councillor of this organization will reflect great credit, and
be of incalculable assistance in the administration of the affairs in the
Order. I therefore on behalf of the Old Bay State present him to you, and
deem it an honor to present his name. We trust that you -will give it a
favorable consideration, moved by his simple manliness of character and
splendid ability. (Applause.)
When the Division of Nebraska as called:
J. H. HEINE, OF NEB., NOMINATED.
GEORGE F. WOLZ, of Nebraska: Commander, I desire to place in
nomination as a candidate for a position on the Council-in-Chief one
who is in every way fitted for the duties of that position. For a long while
we felt that our Division was on the down grade and now we feel that we
have got it to going the other way; we do not feel that our work has re
ceived any recognition in the Commandery-in-Chief, and we think it would
be a great assistance to us if the Division -was recognized by the Commandery
to the extent of honoring one of its Brothers with a position on the Councilin-Chief. I therefore take pleasure in nominating Brother J. H. Heine, of
Nebraska, as a candidate for Council-in-Chief and hope you will all vote for
him.
When the Division of New Hampshire was called:
MICHAEL CROWLEY, of New Hampshire: Commander, it gives me
great pleasure to coincide with the sentiments expressed by Brother Tisdel,
of Illinois, and Brother Maccabe, of Massachusetts, and I think Brother Fred
Bolton is the man to elect.
F. W. MYERS, OF OHIO, NOMINATED.
When the Division of Ohio was called:
D. Q. MORROW, of Ohio: Commander, the Ohio Division has asked
for no position in this Commandery up to this time, and expects to ask for
but one. I have the honor to be selected by my Division to present to this
Commandery the name of the person that Ohio asks to be honored. I do
not wish to take up the time of the Encampment in making a speech, but
I wish to call your attention briefly to the fact that the gentleman I present
has occupied every position almost, from Colonel of the Ohio Division to the
minor offices of the Camp. He is a gentleman who in the Ohio Division has
at all times and under all circumstances been found willing and anxious to
do his part and more than his part. He is one of those Brothers who in
the dark days of the Ohio Division gave his time and mind and energies
to the work of placing that Division on its feet, and putting it in the posi
tion that it occupies to-day. He is a gentleman whom the Ohio Division
have cause to honor and love and they hope his merits will be recognized
by the Encampment. I desire to present to this Encampment the name of
that magnificent specimen of American manhood, that splendid specimen
of everything that makes up a Son of a Veteran, Frederick W. Myers, of
Ohio. (Applause.)
When the Division of Pennsylvania was called:
R. M. J. REED, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I simply want to say on
behalf of the Pennsylvania Division that we have known Brother Myers for
years and Pennsylvania desires to second his nomination.
When the Division of Rhode Island was called:
CHA PLA1N-TN-CHIE F COLE: Commander, I do not come here to rep
resent Rhode Island. I hold nobody’s vote but my own, and in casting that
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one vote, I will cast it as my own free will shall dictate, giving due credit
to all the nominations that have been placed before this Convention; but I
have known one of those nominees for some time and known him well.
He is a man who is prominent in his own home, a man of upright character,
a man who is loved best by those who know him best, a man who is well
fitted, by reason of his attainments and present position, to be a member of
the Council-in-Chief. It is with sincere delight, it is with great pleasure,
that I myself, personally, second the nomination of Fred E. Bolton, of Mas
sachusetts. (Applause.)"
The Adjutant General concluded the calling of the roll.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: The nominees are Fred E. Bolton, of
Massachusetts, J. H. Heine, of Nebraska, and F. W. Myers, of Ohio. If there
are no further nominations to be made, nominations will be declared closed.
There are two members of the Council-in-Chief to be chosen and the can
didates receiving the highest and the next highest number of votes will be
elected. The Adjutant General will call the roll of Divisions and the Chair
men of Delegations will announce the vote of their delegations as hereto
fore.
The Adjutant General called the roll and reported the result to the Commander-in-Chief :
HEINE AND MYERS DECLARED ELECTED MEMBERS OF COUNCILIN-CHIEF.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, the vote stands Bolton, 76,
Heine 90, Myers SO, Fuller 3. Brothers Heine and Myers having received the
highest and next to the highest number of votes, and each having received a
majority of all the votes cast, are declared duly elected members of the
Council-in-Chief for the ensuing year. (Applause.)
What is the further pleasure of the Commandery-in-Chief. It is now half
past twelve o’clock.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, I move
we take recess until 2:30 p. m.
The motion was seconded.
OFFICER-OF-THE-DAY SPINK: Commander, I would like to ask
what further business is to come before the Commandery except the in
stallation of Officers?
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: There is nothing of which the Chair
is informed.
OFFICER-OF-THE-DAY SPINK: Commander, then I move we proceed
with the regular order of business.
W. J. PATTON, of Wisconsin: * Commander, I move we lay the motion
to take recess on the table.
The motion was seconded.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: It is moved and seconded that the mo
tion to take recess until 2:30 o’clock be laid on the table. Are you ready
for the question? All those in favor of the motion will give their assent by
the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed, the same
sign. The Chair is in doubt. Those in favor of the motion to lay the
motion to take recess on the table will please stand. Be seated. Those op
posed to the motion will rise. The motion to lay on the table seems to be
carried—it is carried.
PRESENTATION OF PORTRAIT OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF RUSSELL.
ADJUTANT GENERAL BORIN: Commander, I rise to a question of
privilege for a few minutes only.
.
., T.
Sentiment has ever controlled and is now governing the world, it ^\as
sentiment that caused the Lord of Glory to leave his eternal prone, wnen
He “bowed the heavens” and came down to earth. It was sentiment that
caused Him, the “Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with grief, to go about
doing good. It was sentiment that caused Him to bear in His body
Cross the sins of the world, and to there suffer and die. When Dsthei, in
beautiful Queen, knowing she courted death, went into the piesence
King Ahasuerus pleading for her people, she was impelled by sent me •
When Pythias stood ready to die for Damon he was moved by sentim .
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When we are ready to die for those we love we are controlled by sentiment.
When our veteran fathers offered up their life-blood to be poured out, a
libation to Liberty, they were governed by sentiment. It is sentiment that
binds us together as Brothers. It is sentiment that makes us good citizens,
loyal and true. It is on behalf of sentiment that I now take of your time.
Somewhat more than a year ago the loyal boys of the Kansas Division took
it into their heads and their hearts to honor the Division by honoring one of
its brightest and bravest members in the selection of Capt. W. H. Russell to
be Commander of our Division. (Applause.) Such was our trust and con
fidence in Brother Russell that no competitor appeared, and he was made
the unanimous choice of that Encampment. Resolutions were also unani
mously adopted by the Division Encampment endorsing him for the high
and responsible office of Commander-in-Chief. Many of us went to Knox
ville, and there at our National Encampment we told of Brother Russell’s
nobility of character; we told of his sound judgment; we told of his high
merits; we told of his abiding interest in the Order and his zeal in its up
building, and of his pure and blameless life. Many were the friends we
found in our advocacy of Brother Russell, friends from every Division who
had learned to know and to love him in fraternal association. I know the
Brothers who gave him their suffrages in that election are satisfied that Com
mander Russell has been a good Commander-in-Chief. I know they feel
assured in their hearts that the duties of his high office have been faithfully,
ably, and most zealously discharged, and that he has won a place of honor
in your affections. The Division of Kansas then comes to you to-day with
this tribute of sentiment. (Unveiling a life-size crayon portrait of Gen.
Russell.) This is a testimonial of our love and esteem for Gen. Russell, and
our grateful regard for you. We trust you will accept it as a Kansas love
token. This portrait will be in good company, for the likenesses of many
others, noble, gifted and true hold their place of honor on the walls at Commaudery-in-Chief headquarters, and could they speak they would welcome
this one to their midst with the same fraternal love and cordial good will
that their living originals are extending to Brother Russell. This is not a
picture of a dandy, nor a beauty, but here is the outline of an earnest
thoughtful face, and the eyes that look so kindly upon you are the windows
of a great and loving soul, patient, honest, faithful, loyal and true. Those
of us who know Gen. Russell best love him most and carry his image graven
in our hearts. (Great applause.)
ACCEPTED BY SENIOR VICE C.-IN-C. COOPER FOR THE COMMANDERY.
SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COOPER: Adjutant General
Borin, I have no words with which to express the appreciation of the mem
bers of this Commandery of this gift. It is indeed a pleasure to add to the
galaxy of this Commandery-in-Cliief the face of one who has served us
so well for the past twelve months. There is no necessity for adding words
or phrases. Brothers, we live, we toil, we succeed or fail together. We
gratefully accept this tribute and place it among the archives of the Commandery-in-Chief, to hand down to our successors of future generations,
marking the progress and aggressive character of this organization and the
impression it makes upon the country. Thanking you, Gen. Borin, for this
tribute to worth and excellence, we accept it and place it along side of the
other Past Commanders-in-Chief of the Order, and will guard it with honor
and fidelity. (Applause.)
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: We will now proceed to the installa
tion of the ofllcers-elect of the Commandery-in-Chicf. I will ask Inspector
General Frederick C. Stillsou to act as Installing Officer on this occasion.
The Oflicer-of-llie-Day will assist him in conducting the newly elected
officers to the altar.
Inspector General Stillson, acting as installing officer, proceeded to in
stall Brother James L. Rake, of Pennsylvania, as Commander-in-Chief,
Brother Leo W. Kennedy, of Colorado, as Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief
and Brother R. M. Buckley, of Kentucky, as Junior Vice Commander-in-

i

PRESENTATION OF JEWEL.

177

Chief, and Brothers C. Borin, of Kansas, J. H. Heine, of Nebraska, and F.
W. Myers, of Ohio, as members of the Council-in-Chief.
The installation having been completed, the newly elected and installed
Commander-in-Chief assumed command, and the Senior and Junior Vice
Commanders-in-Chief took their respective stations.
APPOINTMENT OF C.-IN-C.’S STAFF DEFERRED.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: (James L. Rake, of Penn.): Brothers, I
beg to say that staff appointments have not been decided upon. I desire a
little more time for considering them, and the appointments will be an
nounced later in the day, and the officers installed at the Galt House.
I am informed that the Adjutant General has some further congratula
tory telegrams and letters. They may as well be read at this time.
CONGRATULATORY LETTERS AND TELEGRAMS.
The Adjutant General read the following letters and telegrams:
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF INDIANA, LADIES OF THE G. A. R.
LOGANSPORT, Ind,, Sept. 7, 1S96.
TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE FIFTEENTH NATIONAL
ENCAMPMENT OF SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A., IN CONVENTION
ASSEMBLED:
The Department of Indiana, Ladies of the G. A. R., extends greetings
to the noble sons of patriotic sires.
The record of your fathers is the grandest and holiest possession you
may ever hope to attain. Were the world to lay riches and honor at your
feet, they would have no comparison to the treasure of glory and patriotism
bequeathed to you by your brave fathers.
Trusting you may derive both pleasure and profit from your deliberations,
I remain fraternally, in F. C. & L.,
MRS. ETTA TOBY,
Dept. Pres. Ladies of G. A. R.
MRS. OLIVE ALLISON,
Dept. Secretary, Logansport, Ind.
PRINCETON, Minn., Sept. 8, 1896.
W. H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF S. V., LOUISVILLE, KY.:
Impossible to be with you; will meet with boys in ninety-seven when
General Rake retires.
ISAAC C. PATTERSON.
SEATTLE, Wash., Sept. 8, 1896.
WM. H. RUSSELL, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SONS OF VETERANS, GALT
HOUSE, LOUISVILLE:
Impossible to be with you. Heartiest greetings. May harmony and wis
dom characterize your deliberations.
E. WELDON YOUNG.
DES MOINES, la., Sept. 10, 1S96.
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF W. II. RUSSELL,CARE NATIONAL HEADQUAR
TERS, ENCAMPMENT SONS OF VETERANS, LOUISVILLE, KY.:
Convey to the Brothers my very best wishes.
GUY W. CARSON.
PRESENTATION OF JEWEL TO COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF RUSSELL.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Brother Russell, dur
ing a membership of many years in the Sons of Veterans I have been called
upon to perform many pleasing duties, but the duty which now devolves
upon me is the most pleasant which it has ever been my privilege to per-
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form. It is needless, sir, for me to convey to you any assurance of apprecia
tion or any indication of personal friendship, but I desire, on behalf of your
Brothers, those Brothers whom you have served so faithfully and so well
during the past year, to voice their sentiments toward you, and to express
our appreciation of the devotion which you have given to our Order and
to its interests. No words of mine can add lustre to your fame. Your rec
ord has been made and your record is appreciated by your Brothers in the
Order of Sons of Veterans. We desire to bestow upon you the emblem of
your past rank, and we desire to do so in no perfunctory manner. We de
sire you to feel that this testimonial comes from us with a wealth of love
which no words of mine can adequately express. The Brothers of this Order
from almost every Division of the United States have asked the privilege of
joining in this testimonial to you; and in pinning it upon your breast I do
so with a firm conviction that it will ever be worn with honor to yourself
and with credit to the Order (pinning the jewel upon the breast of Past
Commander-in-Chief Russell). I believe, sir, that I voice the sentiment of
every member of the Order of the Sons of Veterans when I conclude by say
ing, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” (Applause.)
RESPONSE OF PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF RUSSELL.
PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF RUSSELL: Commander-in-Chief and
Brother Loebenstein: Kind words are more than coronets. Proud as any
monarch might be to receive a kingly crown, prouder am I to receive this
token, at your hands, of that kindness of heart that has characterized the
action of every member of the Order toward me during the past year. I
shall prize this badge for what it means to me, for its story of the devotion
and friendship of my Brothers, and the support they have given me the
past year; but more valuable than that to me, brighter in my heart than
the bright gems shining from out this jewel, will be the memory of the kind
ness and the courtesy and good will that has been offered to me by every
Brother of the Order. I thank you for this jewel. I will prize it for its worth.
Not for what it is worth intrinsically alone, but for its worth as an ex
pression of the kindness that dwells in your hearts; not that that kind
ness, not that that courtesy, not that that good will has been merited as
you have measured it out to me. I have laid down the duties of this office,
but I hold an humble position in my Camp and have held it for many years,
that of Quartermaster Sergeant; I shall return to the duties of that posi
tion, and as long as I am thus honored by the members of that Camp I
shall earnestly endeavor to carry out the duties of that office as I have earn
estly and honestly endeavored to carry out the duties of the high position
which I have now given back to your hands. The Order of the Sons of
Veterans means much to me. I love the Order with a devotion that has
never faded in the past, and I trust will never fade as long as these jewels
shall shine. I want to be an active member of this Order. I want to con
tinue in its patriotic work, and, God -willing, I shall. Brothers, whenever I
can do anything for any of you you know that I am your humble servant.
I thank you. (Applause.)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, is there any further busi
ness to come before the Encampment at this time?
STENOGRAPHER’S REPORT MADE OFFICIAL.
QUARTERMASTER GENERAL LOEBENSTEIN: Commander, I move
you that the proceedings of this Encampment, as taken down by the Official
Stenographer, be made the official record of this Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief.
EMIL PORSTEL, of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the motion.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, you have heard the motion.
All in favor of the motion will give their assent by the usual voting sign of
the Order. Down hands. Those opposed, the same sign. The motion is
carried.
SOUVENIRS OF KENTUCKY.
R. M. BUCKLEY, of Kentucky: Commander-in-Chief and Brothers: I
see that you are all preparing to go to your homes, but I want to say that
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it will be a long time before most of your trains go, and the citizens of
Louisville have arranged to take you a ride on the trolley cars through our
system of parks and through the residence portion of the city, to wind up
with a reception and dance at Fountain Ferry Park, tendered by the ladies
of the Woman’s Relief Corps. I hope our Brothers will take advantage of
and accept this courtesy. The trolley party will leave the Galt House at
three o’clock.
But before you leave, I desire to say, on behalf of the members of the
Kentucky Division, that they have prepared a little souvenir of Kentucky for
you (a small bottle of Kentucky Bourbon appropriately decorated and
marked), and we want each Brother to take one home with him. (Applause.)
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF: Brothers, the announcements of staff
appointments will be made -within the next hour of two, and the appointees
will be notified in time to appear at the Galt House for installation. Is
there any further business to come before the Encampment? If not, I
will now proceed to close the Fifteenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., in due form.

K

ENCAMPMENT CLOSED IN DUE FORM.
There being no further business to come before the Commandery, the
Commander-in-Chief, James L. Rake, closed the Encampment in due form;
and the Encampment adjourned sine die.
INSTALLATION OF ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERALS.
Pursuant to orders from Commander-in-Chief Rake, the installation of
Adjutant-General Horace H. Hammer, Reading, Pa., and Inspector-General
Arthur B. Spink, Providence, R. I., took place at Temporary Headquarters
Commandery-in-Chief Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., at Galt House, Louisville,
Kentucky, after adjournment of Commandery-in-Chief Encampment, Septem
ber 10th, 1S96, at 2 o’clock p. m., Major R. M. J. Reed, of Philadelphia, Pa.,
Constitutional Life Member, acting as Installing Officer, assisted by Past
Surgeon-General Dr. Dan S. Gardner, of Massillon, 0.
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RECORD OF ROLL CALLS
OF THE

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT
OF THE COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, S. V.t U. S. A.

This record contains the names of those accredited members of the Encamp
ment answering to one or more roll calls.
In the following table, “1” signifies present; “0” absent.
t-

«.

cc

£ ; »

£ ! B*

P.! u

2

o
p

s

w
o

o
p

*3 . *3
P
P
cn i o?
© * ©

Si s

S2

CO

to

i ! i
i i
1 1
1 1
1 1
0 ! 1

l
i
1
1
1
0
0
1
0
1
0
0

i;
i
1 ;
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0

i
i
1
1
1
1
1
l
1
0
0
1

0 0
1 l
1 i 1
0 ! 0
l ; 0
l o

0
l
1
1
0
1

0
0
1
1
0
l

1
1
1
1
1
1

1

1

1

1

1

I i :o

i

10
I 1 I 0
11
. 1 ; 1 i

1
0
o
0

0
1
0
1

0
0
0
l

COMMANDERY-IN-CIllEF OFFICERS.

Commandcr-iu-Chief—W. II. Russell.........................
S. V. Commander-in-Chief—\V. R. Cooper...............
J. V. Coramander-in-Chief—Cerdric G. Marsh........
Adjutant General—C. Borin...........................................
Quartermaster General—R. Loebensteiu....................
Inspector General -Fred. C. Stillsou...........................
Judge Advocate General—Newton J. McGuire.......
Surgeon General—Dr. Dan S. Gardner.......................
Chaplaiu-in-Chief—Rev. Frederick B. Cole..............
( R. M. Buckley................................
Council-in-Chief I II. Y. Speelman.............................
( D. F. Colliding...............................

1 : o
1 1
1 1
1 1
0 l 0
1 0

1

PAST COMMANDERS.IN-CIIIEF.

Major A. P. Davis.
Geo. W. Marks___
Walter S. Payne...
Louis M. Wagner .
Joseph B. Maccabo
Win. E. Bundy___

»

PAST GRAND DIVISION COMMANDER.

R. M. J. Reed
ALA HAMA AND TENNESSEE.

Commander—E. R. Carter................................
Past Division Commander j
GUb rj^man
Delegate-at-Large— II. T. Cooper..
Delegate— E. C. Prescott*................
^Substituted; Altornato Joseph Uall.

181

0 J o

182

fifteenth annual encampment.

sr

to

CO

^

Ol

n

o

o

o

O' O' 5 ?

CT

S.

p

£- p

*8

p

0q
©

p

p

©
I-*
to
CD

©
v-»
CO
tO

cn era

0=5
©

©

p

to
w

to
CO

CO

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1
1
0

1
1
1
1

1

0

0
0
1
1
0
0
0
1

1
1
*
1
1
1
1
0

0
0

0
1
1
0 1
0 1
0 0
0 1

0
o
1
1
1
1
1

0
1
1
0
1
1

1
1
0
1
1
1

COLORADO.

Past Division Commander—L. W. Kennedy
Delegate-at-Large—Robt. E. Hanna...........
CONNECTICUT.

Division Commander—Geo. E. Cox............
Delegate—James B. Bowen........................
Delegate—F. C. Bunton...............................
Altemate-at-Large—C. F. Loomis..............
ILLINOIS.

Division Commander—Wm. G. Dustin.............
( Geo. H. Hurlbut.
Past Division Commanders ■] C. G. Marsh........
( Frank L. Shepard
Delegate-at-Large—Frank Collinberry
( Clark J. TiBdel.................
Delegates ] Joseph C. Grimes............
(Fred. J. Sanford..............
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INDIANA.

Division Commander—R. B. Oglesbee....
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Alternate Delegates j S^SSSSih. \ ] [ ]
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Division Commander—H. M. Hanson..........
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E. R. Sater.
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Division Commander—Grant W. Harrington
Past Division Commander—W. Y. Morgan..
M. R. Weyneth..........
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A. G. Alrich..............

1

1

1
1

1
1

0
0
0

0
0
0

1
1
1

1
1
1
1

1
0

1
1

1
1
1

1
1
1

KENTUCKY.

Division Commander—B. F. McClelland...
Geo. IT. Capito
Past Division Commander- W.R. Heflin..
W. N. Evans..
Will A. Field.
Delegate-at-Large—T. Z. Morrow.
Delegate-Geo. S. Weimer..........
Alternate Delegate—J. J. Duncan
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MARYLAND.

Delegate-at-Large—Chas. S. Davis__
MASSACHUSETTS.

Division Commander—Harry D. Sisson.......
Past Division Commander—Fred. E, Bolton.
Delegate-at-Large—W. R. Waterman...........
fO.S. Fish...................................
II. Smith................................
Delegates* G.
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MICHIGAN.

Division Commander—IT. E. Cowdin..........
Past Division Commander—F. J. McMurtrie
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MINNESOTA.

Delegate—G. W. Dwinnell
MISSOURI.

Division Commander—Manly Wren..........
Past Division Commandor—Fred. E. Ernst.
Delegate-at-Large—E. C. Cheriugton.........
r»_lQrrotrta |t F.
S. Doblie...............................
Moss.................................
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Division Commander—Geo. F. Wolz...
Delegate-at-Largo—J. H. Heine..........
NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Past Divisiou Commander—Michael Crowley
NEW JERSEY.

Delegate—James Mathews.
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NEW YORK.

Division Commauder—A. G. Courtney
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Division Commander—D. Q. Morrow
' F.- W. Myers.........
Filmore Musser..
Past Division Commanders-^ Don C. Cable.......
L. Vern Williams
A. S. Bickham...
E. W. Cable........
Delegates < A E B. Stephens
F. 0. Wilkinson.
Alternate Delegates j M. H. Halbert.
J. A. Averdick
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PENNSYLVANIA.

Division Commander—.James H. Tawney................
E. W. Alexander___
Horace II. Hammer
Past Division Commanders .Tames Lewis Rake..
Wm. B. McNulty...
C. E. Diefenderfer..
Delegate-at-large—C. Elmer John
f Harry W. Eisenbise...
I II. A. Soper..................
Delegates <| .John Q. Davis..............
l^Geo. Weaver...............
'Fred. Row...............
Ben F. Hollenbacli
Newton E. Diem...
Alternate Delegates*^ Thomas Lcinbach.
John J. Lewis___
Lewis Arnold........
^Emil Poerstel, Jr.
RHODE ISLAND.

Past Division Commander—Arthur B. Spink
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SOUTH DAKOTA.

Division Commander—Z. C. Green...............
•WISCONSIN.

Division Commander—W. .1. Patton.............
Past Division Commander—H. S. Fuller —
Delegate—Wm. DeSteese...............................
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