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FOURTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT

CommaideFj)-in-gliier, jjons of Icterus,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
Grand Rapids, Mich., Sept. 17, 1885.
In obedience to orders issued by the Commander-in-Chief, H. W. Arnold
of Johustown, Pa., the Comraaudery-in-Chief assembled at Headquarters of
Custer Post, G, A. R., with H. W. Arnold, Commander-in-Chief, in the chair.
On roll call the following officers auswered to their names :
Commander-in-Chief, H. W. Arnold.
Lieut.
“
F. B. Perkins.
<«
J. B. Maccabe.
V. Lieut.
1C
F. P. Merrill.
Past
Chief-of-Staff, A. E. Case.
Adjutant General, R. M. Linton.
Q. M.
“
W. H. Statler.
C. Day Rudy.
Inspector
“
Chief Mustering Officer, G. W. Penniman.
Chaplain-in-Chief, C. Hayford.
Sergeant of the Guard, C. H. Whitcomb.
Camp Guard, E. Hemingway.
Picket Guard, E. H. Wines.
The Encampment was then opened in due form.
The Commander-in-Chief appointed the following Committee on Creden
tials : Bros. Smith, Mooney, Hayford, Kohler and Williams.
Bro. Mooney moved that we take a recoss until 5 o’olook, p. m. Motion
amended by Bro. A. E. Case, that we take a recess for thirty minutes. Motion
carried a8 amended.
The Encampment re-assembled, and the Committee on Credentials not
being ready to report asked for more time.
Bro. Albert moved that we take a recess until 5 o’olook. Motion amended,
we take a recess until 5:30 o'clock. Motion as amended carried.
5:30 p. m.—The Encampment ro-assembled, with Chief of Staff A.JE. Case
in the ohair ; H. L. Wright, acting Lieut. Comd’r; J. C. Blake, acting Y. Lieut.
Comd’r; E. G. Worden, acting Chief M. 0.; A. W. Batohelder, acting Adjutant
General; E. R. Vincent, acting Encampment Guard.
Opened in due form.
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Bro. E. G. Worden moved that a committee of three be appointed to in
quire into the absence of the Coramander-in-Chief and the Committee on
Oredentials. Carried. The Chair appointed Bros. Payne, Yancleve and
Thomas. The committee retired and returned with the Com’dr-in-Chief H.
W. Arnold, who took the chair.
Bro. A. W. Batchelder moved that the Commander-in-Chief appoint his
committees upon getting the report of the Committee on Credentials, and post
them upon his door at the hotel. Carried,
Moved and seconded that a committee of three be appointed to procure
quarters for a meeting thi3 evening. Carried.
Moved to adjourn to Comd’r-in-Chief’s headquarters in the evening. Carried.
Reassembled at Comd’r-in-Chief’s headquarters, and adjourned to attend
a public muster.
FRIDAY, SEPT. ISth, 18S5.
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MOBNING SESSION.

The Encampment reassembled at S:30 a. m., with the following officers
present:
Commander-in-Chief, H. W. Arnold.
Lieut.
“
F. B. Perkins.
11
V. Lieut.
J. B. Maccabe.
Chief of Staff, A. E. Case.
Adjutant General, R. M. Linton.
Q. M. General, W. H. Statler.
Inspector General, C Day Rudy.
Chief Mustering Offioer, G. W. Penniman.
Chaplain-in-Chief, C. Hayford.
The Committee on Credentials made the following report:
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Deab Sibs and Bbothebs—Your Committee have performed their duty,
•and find the following brothers present and entitled to seats in this Encampment:
First Grand Division.—Delegate at Large, L. F. Burpee ; Maine Division,
delegate at large, H. L. Wright; Massachusetts Division, delegate at large,
A. W. Batchelder.
Second Grand Division.—Walter S. Payne, Comd’r; W. D. Thomas, dele
gate at large. New York Division —F. W. Kohler, delegate; H. H. Wiuchell,
■delegate at large. East Pennsylvania Division—C. M. Paul, delegate at large;
L. V. Rausch and E. J. Smith, delegates. Ohio Division—E. R. Vincent,
•delegate at la-ge.
Third Grand Division.—E. G. Worden, delegate at large; G. B. Abbott,
alternate. Illinois Division—0. L. Mooney, delegate at large; R. V. Mallory,
Past Commander. Miohigan Division—L. A. Baker, delegate at large; W. A.
Morse, delegate. Minnesota Division—E. H. Milham, delegate at large; E. M.
Yancleve, Past Commander. Missouri Division-J. J. Speaker, delegate at
large; B. F. Speaker, delegate. Iowa Division—J. D. Rowen, delegate at
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-large; J. S. Rawlins, delegate. Indiana Division—Credentials of appoint
ment of Ed. W. Wilkerson were submitted to the committee. There being a
■doubt as to the legality of the appointment, the committee refers the case to
the Encampment with the recommendation that Bro. Ed. W. Wilkerson be ad
mitted as the delegate from the Division of Indiana.
The following life-members of the Commandery-in-Chief are also entitled
to seats in this Encampment: W. E. W. Ross, A. P. Davis, R. M. J. Reed, J.
A. Thompson, J. A. Rodrigo, I. S. Bangs, W. H. Pierpont, W. S. Eldridge.
Bros. H. H. Hammer and H. P. Kent claim seats in this Encampment;
the former on the grounds of being the present Commander of the East Penn
sylvania Division, aud the latter on the grounds that he is the Commander of
the First Grand Division. In the first case, the committee would recommend
that Bro. H. H. Hammer be not admitted. In the case of Bro. H. P. Kent,
•General Order No. 8 of Commander-in-Chief having relieved Bro. Kent from
command, the committee refer the whole to the Commandery-in-Chief.
Respectfully submitted,
E. J. Smith,
R. M. Linton,
C. F. Hay ford,
Committee
Fred W. Kohler,
E.
H. Milhom,
)
Chas. Mooney,

l

Bro. Mooney moved that so much of the report upon which no doubt or
recommendation rested be received and adopted. Carried.
Bro. Perkins moved that Bro. Kent bo allowed to remain in tho room until
his case be settled by Encampment. Carried.
Bro. R. M. Linton moved that all motions, resolutions, etc., presented dur
ing the session of this Encampment, be made in writing and forwarded to the
Adjutant General’s desk immediately after being read by mover. Mover in
all cases to sign his name to the proposition. Carried.
Bro. Payne of Ohio seconded by Bro. Penniman of Minnesota, submitted
the following : That the recomiueudation of the Committee on Credentials,
with reference to the case of Bro. H. H. Hammer, be not concurred in, and
that Bro. Hammer be declared entitled to a seat in this meeting as a Division
Commander. Carried.
Bro. Smith of Pennsylvania presented the following: Resolved:—That
Bro. Wilkerson be given a seat in this convention. Carried.
Bro. Mallory moved that all speakers on questions bo limiied to three min
utes, aud brothers shall not speak more than twice on the same question.
Seconded by Speaker, of Missouri. Carried.
Bro. Mallory moved that the case of Bro. H. P. Kent be taken up.
Carried.
Bro. Payne, of Ohio, moved that Bro. H. P. Kent be seated as a member
of this Encampment. Seconded by J. J. Speaker, of Mo. Carried.
Moved by Bro. Smith that the charges against Bro. H. P. Kent be road.
Carriod.
Adjutant General commenced to rend charges preferred against Bro. Kent,
whereupon Bro. Payne of Ohio objected, as the charges were not in any form
*?ut more of a protest or tirade against the brother.
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Bro. Vincent moved that we proceed with regular order of business.—
Carried.
Bro. E. M. Vancleve, seconded by Bro. Mallory, moved that Illinois dele
gates name a delegate at large. Carried.
The roll of delegates was then called, and the following answered to their
names, viz:
First Grand Division.—H. P. Kent, Commander, L. F. Burpee ; Maine, H..
D. Wright; Massachusetts, A. W. Bstchelder.
Second Grand Division.—Walter S Payne. C .mmander, W. D. Thomas; New
York, F. W. Kohler and H. H. Winchell; East Pennsylvania. (J. M. Paul, L.
W. Rausch, E. J. Smith, H. H. Hummer andR. M J. Reed; Ohio, E. R. Vincent.
Third Grand Division.—E. G, Wo:den. G. B. Abbott, alternate; Illinois,.
R. V. Mallory; Michigan. L. A. Baker and W. A. Mor-e; Minnesota, E. H.
Milham and E. M. Vancleve; Missouri, B. F. Speaker; Iowa, John SRollins; Indiana, Ed. Wilkerson; Illinois. G. B. Abbott.
The CommandeMn-Chief then appointed the following committees:
Committee on Reports of Office: s:—Walter S. Payne of Ohio, J. B. Maccabeof Mass.; R. V. Mallory of Illinois; E. M. Vancleve of Minn.; John C. Blake
of Maine.
Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations:—Milham of Minn.; Reed
of E. Penn ; Burpee of Conn.; Case of 111.; Morse of Mich.
Committee on Rituals, etc.:—Perkins of N. H.; Merrill of Maine; Rudy of
E. Penn.; B. F. Speaker of Mo.; Thomas of W. Penn.
Committee on Resolutions:—Mallory of 111.; Rausch of E. Penn.; Guerin of
Ohio; Batchelder of Mass.; Worden of Iowa.
The Illinois delegation reported that they had chosen E. T. Roe to fill
vacancy in their delegation.
Commander-in-Chief, H. W. Arnold, read his report as follows, which was
referred to Committee on Report of Officers :
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Officers and Brothers:—As I look over this a-semblage of faces from all
parts of our country it seems to me that the remark made by a prominent
member of the Grand Army of the Republio when he said, “the Sons will in a
very few years be up to if not outstrip their fathers, and will have an organization
in every state and territory in the Union,” was prophetic, and will bo proven.
We have now shown the people that we have come to stay. When I becamo
your Commander more than twelve months ago there were then opposing us a
large number of the Grany Army who have since become some of our firmest
friends, and also an organization known to us as the “Earp,” or Philadelphia
branch, which had in Massachusetts alone some 36 camps and in December.
1884, they all with, I believe, one exception, came over to our ranks and for
which we can thank Brothers Sargent, Kent and Maccabe; next the only camp
of that branch in Maine, located at Biddeford, wheeled into line; then Lieu
tenant-Commander Perkins went into Rhode Island and in a very few days
brought them over to our organization in a body, and to him should the grati
tude of our order be extended as he has shown himself to be one of the hardest
and most successful w« rkers our Order has ever had. About the time that theMassachusetts consolidation was effected, the post at Jamestown, N. Y , of the
New York post system, opened a correspondence with me, and were mustered,
in by Brother Walter 8. Payne, within a very few weeks after receiving a oopy

COMMANDERY-IN-OHIEF, SONS OF VETERANS.

5

•of our constitution, rules and regulations and are now one of our finest camps
in the state. The next successful move was made in Ohio, when Brother
Ensign captured the 20 ‘‘opposition” camps in that state, and the next in
Indiana, where they had but two after having a short correspondence with
their commander I referred the matter to Brother Cupler, who has informed me
of their muster. We have also extended our lines south and west, having through
the efforts of Adjutant Gen. Linton, formed a camp in New Orleans and Gen.
Ross has mustered one at Norfolk, Virginia. In California we have camps at
Los Angeles and San Louis, and some time since I was iuformed that another
was ready for muster, but thus far have not received any report of it being
done. On Sunday last, after having been in correspondence with the com
mittee appointed by the “Earp branch” in Eastern Pennsylvania, I met them
at the Bingham house in Philadelphia, Brothers Hammer, Stetler and myself
were representing our order, and having Hopki s, Clossin and Deifenderfer
present. The commi tee asked for our terms which we gave as follows:
Their camps to receive charters free, supplies at cost to the division, badges
$9.00 per dozeu, and they pay the mustering officer’s expenses. They found
no objection to our constitution and rules and regulations, but their Colonel,
who was present, will present the matter to their camps for action in his next
general order, and the camps will then vote upon the matter and report their
decision to him. They claim to have 34 camps and 1,5S1 members enrolled,
but from reliable authority I have no re isou to doubt that fact. Our order has
been growing steadily, notwithstanding the fact that the past year has been
oue of great hardship to the working classes, and in fact business of all kinds
has been greatly depressed and we could not expect to make the strides which
in years of prosperity will make such a show ng which will not only astonish
•ourselves but those who are holding back. We should congratulate ourselves
upon the fact that wo are now recognized by all as an organization which is
the most unselfish and patriotic that our country has ever seen, excepting, of
course the G. A. R. Many Brothers have asked the question, “Why don’t the
Grand Army give us a formal recognition, we being the largest organization
of the S. of V?” I would answer by saying that wq don't need that, until we
have absorbed all the outside bodies known as Sons of Veterans and have
shown the comrades that we are not formed merely for pleasure but to aid
them when the timo comes and that time is fast approaching when we must
take up their work, aid their sick and helpless, their widows and orphans, and
carry out so far as wo can the work of perpetuating their memories and now
is the time for us to prepare ourselves for it; wo must devise ways of accumu
lating means to assist as they call upon us, for if we wait till the day comes
then we will find that wo have delayed too long and are not ready. The homes
provided for disabled veterans are now insufficient for the number that are
•crowded in them and every year there are more to follow, showing that they
are beginning to feel the effects of the hardships they have undergone, and
must soon nearly all be so enfeebled as to be unable to provide for themselves
aud wo must not lot one of them suffer if it is in our power to prevent it. We
also need more attention paid to discipline, the lack of which has been of great
harm to the order. Camp commanders have been negligent in not seeing that
their reports and per capita tax has not been forwarded aud in many instances
division commaudors have been kept back in their work by negl ct on this
point until they were severely reprimanded by their grand division com
manders, and grand division commanders received the same from commanderin-chief. This has been the case in some cases between the officers and my
self, but I have always passed these things by, well knowing from experience
that they are not always to blame. The grand divisions have, in my opinion,
performed the work for which they were intended and should bo abolished at
once, as they are the means of keeping up the expenses aud have in many in
stances been a hindrance rather thau a help during the past year and by their
Abolishment of the work will be simplified aud much “red tape” got rid of. I
would advise that the officers be paid a living salary and thus enable them to
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give their entire uttention and time to the order which it must have. I woulcf
also recommend that the constitution, rules and regulations be so changed as to
require the quarter-master general to publish a statement of the financial con
dition of the order at least twice a year, say February 1st and August 1st. I
would also recommend that the commander-in-chief bo authorized to call a
meeting of the council-in-chief at some central point at least once during the
term and that meeting to take place between the first of February and the first
of July to advise aud consult upon means of advancing the order and upon the
financial business of the order. I would point with pleasure to the work doneby BrotherG. W. Penniman during the past winter, which shows for its If and
needs no praise from me. To Brother RowIson, of Michigan, I extend my
congratulations, as he took command of his division when it was almost ruined
by mismanagement of his predecessor, and he has most nobly redeemed it by
bringing it up with monster strides which will make some of our older divi
sions blush if they don’t hurry up their laggards and increase their member
ship.
During my term I have granted a number of dispensations, most of which
were to division commanders upon request of their grand division coinmandorr
and have made some forty decisions upon the constitution, rules and regula
tions, most of which were of a trival character and needed only reading and a
knowledge of the English language to be fully understood. As to supplies,
Brother Merrill turned over to me a large quantity of goods, which by the
changes made in the constitution and ritual were rendered useless, and I was
compelled at once to have new forms issued, and just as they were finished
a fire burned out my printer and threw us back for several weeks at a timewhen I most needed supplies of all kinds. In my appointed officers I have
been very fortunate, but in the selection of first adjutant general I was decidedly
unfortunate, as, although he was thoroughly competent, yet in a very short
time I found him to be very untrustworthy and a man of intemperate habits,,
which, after endeavoring to keep him up, I was compelled to revoke his com
mission, and on July 15 he kindly relieved me of my private account book,
containing a full account of my business with the order, and 1 have sincefound that he also abstracted quite a number of regulations which were in our
hands, and which has caused me much trouble In conclusion I would thank
all the offioers and brothers whom I have come in contact with, either officially
or otherwise, and I truat that my successor may meet with a hearty co-opera
tion from all.
To Gen. W. E. W. Ross, who, by his counsel and assistance, has done so
much for our order, I cannot find words adequate to express my obligation,
and to Brothers Webb, Perkins, Reed, Rowlson, Rice, Wright, Soule, Payne,
Bohn, and a host of others, I can only say you have ray sincere thanks and in
leaving you, ‘"God speed.” To my personal stafl I shall not part without some
feeling upon my side that we may never meet in the same positions again, but
I think our parting had better be done in private that our brothers may not see
any snivelling. To the National Tribune, that noble soldiers’ paper, this
order owes more than it can ever repay, as from the first it has been our firim
friend aud during the past six months has done a wonderful amount of good
for us, not only through its columns but by forwarding all inquiries relative
to our order to my headquarters, of which I have received some twenty since
July 1. I ask ray successor, whoever he may be, to not forget such kindness
and to keep in mind Comrade John McElroy, who will evorbe ready to aid yon
in any manner you desire. There is one matter which I have had my atten
tion called to in the past year, and that is an insurance or beneficial features in
connection with our order, and which I think should receive careful attention
from this encampment, and I would suggest that a committee of five bo ap
pointed who are familiar with the different forms of insurance to formulate a
plan to be presented to the various divisions at their next encampment for
their sanction, and then adopt a final report, and it may be so arranged ns to>
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be passed finally at our encampment of ’86. I won Id bespeak for White
& Graham, the printers who have been po kind to us during the past year, a
continuance of our patronage so far as it can be given them. And now I will
close, hopiug this meeting will be harmonious and result in great good to the
order.
Respectfully,
H. W. ARNOLD.
Commander-in - Chief.

REPORT OF ADJUTANT GENERAL.
Adjutant General’s Report as follows was read and referred:
Headquarters Commandrv-in-Chief S. of V., U. S. A.,
Johnstown, Pa., September 12, 1SS5.
H. W. ARNOLD,
Commandei -ia-Chief:
Dear Sir and Bro.—The time for the Fourth Annual En
campment of our Order is rapidly approaching, and reminds me that I have
one duty to perforin which cannot be postponed any longer. I refer to my re
port of the condition of the Order during the past year. Of the first months
of your administration I know naught, except that you were rapidly plaoing
the Commandery-iu-Chief in working order when my predecessor yielded to
temptation and overthrew the work of months by destroying or concealing
books, papers, etc., which were of no earthly use to him, but of the greatest
value to the Order. This act of yours first Adjutant General combined with
the destrnction by fire of a large amount of supplies, greatly retarded the work
of the Commandor-in-Chief: but, notwithstanding, the work has gone steadily
on, until now the work of the officers is almost reduced tc a system.
The past year being one of great business depression, I cannot repoit so
large an increase numerically ns I had hoped, but the growth has been healthy
and substantial The report of the Adjutaut General for the term ending
August 27th, 1SS4, shows a total membership of *1.316. The reports for term
ending June 30, 1SS5, show a total membership of 6,003. divided ns follows ;
2,371
First Grand Division
<<
3,043
Second “
a
1,489
Third
no report
Fourth “
•«
no report
Fifth
6,903
Total reported
This makes a net gain for the year of 2.5S7, but by no means indicates the
strength or growth of our Order. No complete returns have been received by
me, and of courso my totals do not include half of our membership. As an
example of the lack of attenton shown by Division and Camps to the duty of
sending their quarterly reports, I would state that one Division and sixty
camps in the First Grand Division made no report for the term ending June
30th, and three Divisions and eighty camps in the Third Grand Division made
no report for the same term. The number of camps in the Second Grand
Division not reporting has not been forwarded to mo. Taking all things into
consideration, I feel safe in estimating the number of members in good stand
ing, at this daje, at 25,000.
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The principal cause of the trouble in securing exact reports seems to mo
to be in the amount of red tape the Grand Divisions necessarily tie around the
work of the Order. They interrupt and retard the general work greatly, and I
most earnestly suggest and recommend their abolishment from the time of the
adjournment of the Forth Annual Encampment. They serve no practical pur
pose, why should we continue them ?
The want of promptness of the officers in the several bodies is working
great injury to the Order, and immediate steps should be taken to compel all
officers to attend to their duties or resign their positions. No one who desires
to see the Order grow will retain an honorable position, without doing the
work that accompanies the honor. Disobedience to orders issued by sup
erior officers is another growing evil. The tendency of some officers to run
the Order ;‘on their own hook” should be suppressed by the suspension of
those disobeying. The general orders of the Commander-in-Chief have uot
been obeyed by one-third of the Divisions. Why is it? Is it want of love for
the Order? We think not, but rather hold to the idea that the Grand Division
“go-between” is the root of most of onr evils.
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Under your instructions the following General Orders have been issued
from this office:
HEADQUARTERS CoMMANDERY-IN-CniEF, S. OF V.. U. S. A., )

Johnstown. Pa., Oct. 3, 1884.

$

General Orders—No. 1.
I. Having been elected Commander-in-Chief of the Sous of Veterans, U.
S. A., I hereby assume command, with headquarters at Johnstown, Pa.
II. The following named officers are appointed, and will be obeyed and
respected accordingly:
Chas. W. Marsh, Johnstown, Pa., xVdjutant General.
W. H. Statler, Johnstown, Pa.. Quartermaster General.
O. D. Rudy, Harrisburg. Pa., Inspector General.
III. The following officers wore elected at the Commandory Encamp
ment at Philadelphia, August 2S, 1884:
F. B. Perkins, Lieutenant Commander-in-Chief, Manchester, N. H.
Jos. B. Mnccabe, Vice-Lieut. Commander-in-Chiof, Boston, Mass.
A. E. Case, Cliief-of-Staff, Chicago, 111.
C. Frank Hayford, Chaplain-in-Chief, Lewiston, Maine.
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First Grand Division—H. P. Kent, Mass.; Geo. E. Cox, Conn.; John C.
Blake, Mnine. Second Grund Division—J. II. Closson, Penn.; H. F. Guerin,
Ohio; 0. L. McBride, N. Y. Third Grand Division—Geo. W. Penniman,
Minn.; F. W. Rowlson. Mich.; R. V. Mallory, 111.
IV. Announcement of Aidos-de-Cnmp and non-commissioned Staff will
be made in future orders.
V. At the Coramandery meeting in Philadelphia, in deference to the ex
pressed desire of many members of other organizations of Soldiers’ Sous hav
ing similar objects, a careful revision of the provisions of our organic law was
had and it was unanimously resolved to eliminate all objectionable features to
which our attention had been cnlled by correspondence or through the press
by brothers of the other orders, and a constitution was reported and adopted—
to go into effect immediately—that should remove all obstacles to the consoli
dation of the several organizations of Soldiers’ Sons by whatever names they
may be known.
VI. The eligibility clause, to which the greatest objection was made, was
altered so as to make but one olass—i. e., the sons of Veterans who are of
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eighteen years and over. Swords and shoulder straps, and high titles for
officers, where dispensed with and unnecessary offices abolished.
In accordance with the rules adopted at the last Encampment of Commandery-in-Chief, the following is hereby promulgated for the information
and guidance of all whom it may concern.
Past Camp Comm <nders will be entitled to wear the Iron Cross, to be sus
pended by a plain blue-corded silk ribbon.
Past Division Commanders will be entitled to wear the Silver Cross, sus
pended by a plain red-corded silk ribbon.
Past Grand Division Commanders will be entitled to wear the Gold Cross,
to be suspended by blue ribbon with narrow yellow stripes.
Past Commanders-in-Chief will wear the Gold Star of the Order.
And now, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Commander-in-Chief,
and in behalf of the brothers of this Commandery, I extend a cordial invita
tion to all brothers who are connected with Camps, Posts, or Cadet Corps,
whose objects are similar to ours, to join with us in perpetuating the memories
of our fathers who stood united on the field of carnage, and to take up the
touch of the elbow and march on united and victorious.
VII. Division Commanders will furnish blank applications for char
ters to any Division, Dap irtment or Camp that may apply, and upon the
return of such application properly filled up, will muster them free of charter
fee, and furnish them with Rituals and Constitutions without charge.
VIII. All Past officers of such Commandery, Department, Division, Post
or Camp will be entitled to the same rights and privileges of Past officers of
similar rank and position in this order, and Division Commanders will see
that their names are properly entered on the rolls of their several divisions.
IX. The Divisiou Commanders of this Commandery are as follows:
Maine—Charles H. Rice, Bangor, Mo. New Hampshire, Edwiu E. Bad
ger, L ike Village, N. H. Vermont—Fletcher D. Proctor, Sutherland. Falls,
Vt. Massachusetts—-Jos. B. Maccabo, Boston, Mass. Rhode Island and Conneticut—W. H. Pierpont, New Haven, Conn. New York—I. B. Stanton,
Amsterdam, N. Y. Ohio—F. NV. Mvers. East Liverpool, 0. New Jersey—H.
E. Hatfiold, Newark, N. J. East Pennsylvania—Robert E. Hopkins, Milton,
Pa. West Pennsylvania—H. W. Arnold, Johnstown, Pa. Potomac—M. A.
Dillon, Washington, D. C.
X. The Grand Division Commanders are as follows:
First Grand Division (New England States)—F. H. Challis, Manchester, N.
H. Second Grand Division (Ohio to Maryland, Middle States)—0. M. Cott,
Columbus. 0. Third Grand Division (Western States)— L J. Webb, Topeka,
Kansas Fourth Grand Division (States west Mississippi River) — Fifth Grand
Division (Southern States)—Wm. E. W. Ross, Baltimore, Maryland.
XI. The new Constitution and Rituals will be ready for delivery early in
October, and Division Commanders will do well to estimate how many they ,
will need to supply camps, and draw on the Quartermaster General for them.
Be it remembered that the old Constitution has been entirely supersceded by
the oue now in press; that its provisions have been so altered as to render it
entirely useless after the new one is officially promulgated, so that all camps
will have to provide themselves with the new, which will be sold at about the
cost of printing.
XII. At all times, but especially at the present, it is requested that all
members refer to Article XXI aud XXII, Camp Constitution, relating to “Re
ligion and Politics.”
The discussion in the camp of any subject based upon politics, or bearing
upon the success of any of the political parties is strictly prohibited.
No committee shall be elected or appointed from, or any brother act for,
any camp, for the purpose of furthering the iuierest of, or in antagonism to,
any partisan scheme.
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A member of the order may expouse the cause of any political party he
wishes as an individual, but violates one of the fundimental principles of our
order when he seeks to do or uses his influence in this direction.
No brother shall, under any oircnmstances, wear the Sons of Veterans uni
form. cap, buttons or badge in any political parade, or at any political meet
ing- No relation whatever shall exist between the Sons of Veterans and auy
political organization. Officers are instructed to strictly enforce this rule, and
any violation of such must be reported at once to these headquarters,
XIII. I shall devote my time and energies to the success of the order, and
I beg of all my brothers a cheerful and hearty support.
By command of
H. W. ARNOLD,
Commander-in-Chief:
C, W. Marsh,
Adjutant General.

L

!i
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Johnstown, Pa., Nov. 1, 1S84.
General Orders—No. 2.
1. The New Constitutions and Rituals are now ready for delivery, and
will be sent directly to the camps in accordance with the list submitted by
Grand Division Commanders by direction of Circular No. I of these head
quarters.
2. Camps which have not made requisitions on their Division Com
manders, will do so at once, stating particularly the name and post-office address
of the person to whom they are to be sent, and enclosing ton cents for each
copy of the Constitution ordered, and thirty cents for set of Rituals. Every
camp should draw not less than ten Constitutions.
S. By direction of the Comraandery Encampment I have to proclain that
the use of the edition of the Constitution of 1882 is superseded by the edition
of 1SS4 on and after Nov. 10,1884, and that the Rituals used at this date is for
bidden on and after the same date Inspectors and assistants will report any
violation of this order to their respective Grand Division Commanders.
4. Division Commanders who have not forwarded their list of orders re
ceived from camps to their Grand Division Commanders, will do so at once, and
Grand Division Commanders will consolidate them and send immediately to
these head-quarters. Orders will be filled immediately on receipt of the list
from Grand Division Commanders and Camp Commanders not receiving their
supply will communicate at once with these headquarters and find out the
cause of the delay.
5. Particular attention is called to the change in the eligibility clause in
. the Camp Constitution: to the abolition of all titles above the grade of Captain; to the change in Division, Grand Division and Commandory representa
tion; to the change of semi-annual terms of camp officers to annual terms;
also, the dates of election and installation of camp officers, and to the various
changes in the Rules and Regulations. It is important that all Camp Com
manders should post themselves upon all provisions of the law that they may
intelligently decide questions which are constantly brought before them.
6. In order to expedite delivery, these orders are sent directly to Divi
sions, and Division Commanders will see that they are sent out by Adjutants
immediately on receipt, so that every camp and every brothor may bo able to
secure a copy of the Constitution previous to November 10th.
By command of
H. W. ARNOLD,
Commander-in-Chief*
C. W. Marsh,
Adjutant General.
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[ To be read in Camp the First Meeting after Receipt. ]
Headquarters Commandert-in-Chief, S. of V.. U- S. A.
Johnstown, Pa., Dec. 10, 1884
General Orders.—No. 3.
1. Bro. R. M. J. Reed, of West Philadelphia, Pa., is hereby appointed
Special Aid to the Comm mdor-in-Chief, with rank of Grand Division Com
mander (corresponding with his past rank) and assigned to duty in charge of
arranging for the bringing together and uni'ing in one indissoluble frater
nity all branches of S ms ef Veter ins. All communications addressed to him
on the subject will receive prompt and courteous attention.
Bro. E. R. Kennington of Camp No. o(3, Philadelphia, Pa, is hereby ap
pointed Special Inspector, with rank of Lieutenant Colonel, and assigned tothe duty of making inspections of all Camp and Division headquarters in New
Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania. Ohio and West Virginia.
Bros. L. L. Drake, of Elizabeth, N. J.; Waldo H. Perry, of Pori laud, Me f
F. W. Plaisted of Bingor, Me.; J. C. Faote, of Baltimore, Md : and John J.
Williams, of Wilmington, Del., are appointed Aides-de-Cump on the Staff of
the Commander-in-Chief.
All the above officers will be obeyed and respected accordingly.
The commission of Bro. C. W. Marsh as Adjt. Gen. is hereby revoked.
All communications should hereafter be addressed to the Commander-in-Chief.
Bro. R. M. Linton, of Johuston, Pa., has consontod to fill the position of Adju
tant General until the vacancy can be filled.
II. The new Constitutions and Rituals have been sent out from thes®
Headquarters to all camps whose orders have boon received, and if, in any
instance they have failed to reach their destination, the Camp Captain will
communicate at once with these Headquarters. The secrecy surrounding
the Ritual work rendered it necessary to sond the Rituals by mail sealed,
and, at the low figure at which they are furnished, the Commandory, in
view of its embarassed condition, is not justified in advancing the full amount
of postage necessary (sixteen cents per set); and believing that the best in
terests of the camps and the Order are subserved by husbanding its resources
for the purpose of procuring supplies and blanks, of which the Order is in
pressing no»d, it was deemed advisable to mail the Rituals at one full rate of
postage, trusting to the generosity of the camps to assist in putting its
Supreme Body in a condition financially to perform its trust, by relieving it
of extraordinary expense. The balance of fourteen cents per set divided
among the camps works no hardship to any, but if paid by the Commandery,.
on all the packages mailed, would have added to its indebtedness and to some
extent have operated against the policy of the administration to put the Order
on a good financial basis, clear it of all indebtedness and fit out the Quarter
master General’s Department with a full stock of supplies.
III. A new form of Charter has been prepared, of different shape and
style from the old, against which there was considerable complaint, and will
be ready for issue upon receipt of this order. Camps which desire to substi
tute the new charter form for the old, will sond fifteen cents to their several
Division Heidquarters, which will draw on the Grand Division Headquartersfor a supply at once. Cash must nocompany all requisitions for supplies, as
nothing will bo furnished from these headquarters without pre-payment.
IV. A new price list, and all forms of printed supplies, are now in the
hands of the printers, and in a short time everything uecessary to conduot the
Order with system and in accordance with the requirements of the coustitu-
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tion will be ready. The preparation of these forms involves considerable ex
pense, as, in order to furnish subordinate branches at a low figure and keep up
the supply it will be necessary to order in large quantities. This is true
economy, and explains the necessity of requiring pre-payment for supplies in
all cases.

|
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V. Camps that have not ordered Constitutions and Rituals must do so at
once as the old constitutions are void and of no effect, and camps now work
ing under the old rituals are doing so in violation of law and general orders.
VI. The election for camp officers and delegates takes place on the last
meeting night in December, and the installation of officers on the first meet
ing night in January. Division Commanders will assign, as far as practicable
officers to conduct the installations, which may be public or private at the op
tion of the camps, or in event of no particular officer being designated to in
stall the officers of any particular camp, the Senior Past Commander present
is authorized by law to do so; but no installing officer is authorized to proceed
■with the installation of new officers, or divulge the new password and counter
sign, except all reports and returns, both of orderly sergeants and quarter
master sergeants, have been made to the Division Adjutant, and the per capita
tax paid for the quarters ending September 30th and December 31st. (See
Ritual, under head of “Installation of Officers.)”. If Orderly and Quarter
master Sergeants will commence the preparation of their reports in time, it
will require but a few momenis on the last meeting night of the quarter to
finish them and enclose the amount of per capita tax. Blanks for the purpose
will be furnished by Division Commauders to each camp commander at least
ten days prior to the end of the terra, and Division Commanders will see that
the necessity for prompt returns is impressed upon their camp commanders,
who are alone responsible for the failure of their subordinates. This is a most
•essential requisite to the success of the Order, as the superior bodies cannot
live except from the sustenance they draw from subordinate branches, and the
machinery of the order is disarranged by the failure of the camp commanders
to perform a simple duty.
VII. A new password and countersign will be furnished Graud Division
and Division Commanders for use from January 10, but they will not furnish
the same to any camp until returns and reports due December 31st are received
at Division Headquarters.
By command of
R. M. Linton,
H. W. ARNOLD,
Acting Adjutant General.

Commander-in-Chicf.

Headquarters Commandehy-in-Cihef, S. ok V , U. S. A.,
JonNSTOWN, Pa , March 31, 18S5.
'General Orders—No. 4.
I. Owing to the many Encampments of our own Order, and those of the
•G. A. R., these General Orders have been delayed. It is with groat pleasure
that the acquisition of the following camps from the Massachusetts Division
of the Earp or Philadelphia branch of the Sons of Veterans, is announced.
These camps have voluntarily come into our Order, and are now working under
our Constitution Rules and Regulations. The numbers, names and locations
of the camps are as follows:

COMMANDERT-IN-OHIEF, SONS OF VETERANS.
NO.

1
3
4
5
6
7
S
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
IS
19
20
21
23
24
25
26
27
2S
29
31
33
35
36
37
38
39

1£

Location.
Captain.
Ord Sergt.
Name
Lowell
J. H. Farley .... P. H. Lahiff.
Dadd and Whitney
Capt. Richard Phillips.. Marblehead- H. P. Stacey .... A. H. Winslow.
N. J. Bowditch.....
Dorchester— E. P. Oakman .... W. E. Cowdin.
.... E. F. Worcester.
Hudson........A. A. Pike..
Maj. A. A. Powers
John Low.............
Beverly.
C. H. Shackley .... J. H. Hinkley.
Danvers...... C. H. Walker
... W. Peabody.
John B. Hanson...
Lt. Col. H. Merrit
Salem...
C. H. Stickney..... E. H. Dalton.
Lincoln..................
N. Adams . . E. P. P. Hewett...............................
J. K. Jennes........
Haverhill..... C. E. Ford.............. A. R. PembertonGeo. A Caster —
S. Abington. G. B. Reed............ L. R. Goulding.
. Georgetown. A. B. Chase-...
W. H. Chase.
Gen. Burnside.....
C. E. Taylor.
John A. Andrew...
. Stoughton ... H. S. Wood ...
. Newburyp’t- E. F. Choate..,
C. P. Ricker.
Col. F. J. Coffin...
, Springfield... C. A. Chapin..
H. S. Crossman.
L. A. Tifft.............
. E. Cambrid’e W. J. McMann..... G. B. Howard.
H. B. Leighton....
. Bro kton..... S. O. Moreland..... F. C. Parker.
Col. Ellsworth... .,
W'. Honendon
. Ashland
J. C. Medcalf.
Maj. Sheppard....
L. Hayden............E. L. Pond.
Lt. W. H. H. Johnson- Milford
Groveland .. H. L. Hopkinson- A. L. Nales.
John C. Paine.......
Lawrence - E Webb
G. W. Davis.
Col. L. D. Sargent
.. E. W. Denuett..... D. V. Leahy.
Robert Crossman.......... Tannton
Gloucester ... C. E. Story..................................
J. Franklin Dyer ...
Essex .
.. E. B. Kimball
W. H. Burnham.
W* A. Andrews, Jr...
H. S. ThompsonGon. J. Hooper........
Chelsea......... J. S. Dudley..
R. H Peck.
Pittsfield
E
J.
Coombs
T. G. Colt ...............
F. W. Rice.
C. A. Simonds.........
Fitchburg.....J. F. Wholly
C. W. Wells.
Adams ...
H. Steele.....
Gen. G. M. Thomas
W. Johnson.
Waltham
G. W. Gragg
D. F. Farrigut........
Col. H. P. Woodbury.... Manchester... L. D. Cullen..........C. R. Pert.
J. A. Hawes..................... New Bedford. A. J. Aiken............G. W. Dennison.
C. G. Hazleton.
Capt. J. A. Greeley........ Amesbury.......C. E. Kendrick
J. Dodweli
A. E. Heywood.
Charles Sumner...............Gardner
T. F. Rogan.
Plymouth..... F. Cole ....
Wendell Phillips ..
W. Medway.. D. E. Messenger. H. G. Ballard.
Herman Sparrow .

The above camps were induced to join our branch of the Order through
the exertions of Brothers J. B. Maccable, H. P. Kent, F. B. Perkins and several,
others and they deserve the thanks of the whole Order for their untiring effortsto secure this consolidation.
Word has just reached these Headquarters of the muster of the oamp atBiddoford, Maine, which was the only oamp of the Philadelphia branch in that
State. We can now rest assured that the other order does not number in thowhole country as many a our Division of Massachusetts, and we feel that it is
only a matter of a short time until all the Sons of Veterans will be united in
one National Order.
II. Thus far none of the Grand Divisions have made their reports for the
quarters ending September 30th and December 31, 1884, and it is now imper
atively ordered that each and every Camp Division or Grand Division that has
failed to comply with the Rules and Regulations in this respect must do so at
once. These Headquarters cannot be run without money, and hereafter the per
capita tax must be paid promptly and reports forwarded at the proper time.
Promptness in all our aotions is essential to the growth and perservation of
our Order.
III. The following Brothers are hereby appointed Aides-de-Camp on tho^
staff of the Commander-in-Chief: F. W. Plaisted, Bangor, Me.; Waldo H.
Perry, Portland, Me.; Edward K. Gould, Rockland, Me.; Porker M. Edgerly,.
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Biddleford, Me.; Charles Kookersperg, Jamestown, N. Y.; L. V. Rausch, Mahanoy City, Pa.; C. J. Miller, Philadelphia, Pa.; Louis Hettinger, Pittsburg,
Pa. They will be obeyed and respected accordingly. R. H. McCullough is
hereby detailed for special service in Western Pennsylvania, to recruit and
muster camps. He will be obeyed and respected accordingly.
IV. The Commander-in-Chief again urges Division and Grand Division
Commanders to forward the names of energetic Brothers in their jurisdictions
for appointment on his Staff. He wishes to appoint no one who is not deserv
ing, and who will not work in harmony with the other officers. He must there
fore depend on the Commanders of the several Divisions and Grand Divisions
for suggestions ns to the proper persons to appoint.
V. Orders are constantly being received for rank straps, wreaths, caps,
uniforms, etc. As such articles are not included in the supplies of the Coinmandery-in-Chief, it is recommended that all Brothers, Camps and Divisions
desiring to purchase uniforms, etc., communicate with R. M. J. Reed, Special
Aid, who is thoroughly familiar with the R. and R., and knows what is wanted.
Samples already made by him prove that he is doing good work, and the
interest taken by him in our order when it was young and weak entitles him to
our patronage. All communications addressed to R. M. J. Reed. No. 146
South Fourth street, Philadelphia, Pa., will receive prompt and courteous at
tention.
VI. The following invitation explains itself, and the Commander-iuChief desires to have all camps of the Order that can possibly do so send as
.many members to Baltimore as possible. Further particulars will be given in
next General Orders:
Baltimore, Md., March 24, 1SS5.
H. W. Arnold, Commander-in-Chief S. of V., U. S. A.,
Sir: We have the honor, through you, officially to extend an invitation to
the Sons of Veterans under your command to participate in the ceremoniea of
the reception and entertainment of the Society of the Army of the Potomac,
in this city. May 6 and 7, 1885, and request the promulgation of this invitation
in your next General Orders. Recognizing the patriotic purposes of your
organization, and realizing that in a short time all that is dear to the survivors
of the war for the Union, the memories of the past, and the care of the Nation’s
dead, must be committed to your charge; we desire to bring you in personal
contact with those whose services and sacrifices you are organized to per
petuate.
I am, very truly yours, etc., etc.
Robert G. King,
Chairman Committee on Sons of Veterans.
Address: Baltimore, Md., P. 0.

_*

VII. It is advisable for every camp to be fully uniformed and equipped,
and to provide themselves with side arms for the officers and at least one dozen
muskets. It is hoped that every camp will bo fully equipped by next “Mem
orial Day.”
’ VIII. “The 8. of V. Guide” by Aid-de-camp E. K. Gould, of Rockland,
Maine, is reoommonded to the order. Every member, officers especially, should
procure a copy, as it will be a great aid to them in properly conducting tho
^business of tho order.
By command of
H. W. ARNOLD,
Commander-in-Chief.
R. M. Linton,
. Adjutant General.
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Headquarters Commandery-in-Ciiief, S. of V., U. S. A., /
Johnstown, Pa., May 11, 1S85.
)
General Orders—No. 5.
The observance of Memorial Day in an appropriate manner by all camps
of our Order is hereby ordered, and the present is a fitting time to bring be
fore the oflicers and members of the Order the necessity of taking an active
part in the ceremonies of which all the nation should share. In the near
future we shall be called upon to perpetuate and honor the memories of that
noble baud of heroes who sacrificed so much that our nation might be pre
served. To us, as sons of that grand army, will fall the care of the widow and
orphan and those of that grand body who are needy and unable to provide for
themselves, and it is now time that the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., fully relize
the work they have before them.
The Grand Army of the Republic has now reached its zenith, and will
naturally grow less each succeeding year. Every day we hear the muflled beat
of the drum, which tells us that another hero has gone to join the grand army
above; every day the tottering, enfebled and maimed forms on our streets re
mind us of those days of war and carnage twenty odd years ago, when men
were falling on the field of battle, and when our fathers were at their posts
giving their lives for the grand old flag. The time is fast approaching when
to the Sous of Veterans will fall the duty of strewing flowers o'er the graves of
the nation’s dead, and let each and all of us prepare ourselves to continue that
work of love and show the nation that wo are sons worthy of our sires.
Grand Division and Division Commanders have issued proper orders for
the observance of the day, and it is expected that each camp and brother of the
order will implicitly obey them.
By command of
H. W. ARNOLD,
Commander-in-Chief.
R. M.Linton,
Adjutant General.
Headquarters Commandery-in-Ciiief, S. of V., TJ. S. A., [
Johnstown, Pa.. June 12, lb'So.
General Orders—No. G.
I. The attention of the Commanders of all branches of the order is called
to Article IV, Sections /, 2 and3, Rules and Regulations. These sections must be
strictly followed. The failure to make out the quarterly reports is a growing
evil, and steps must be taken to correct the tendency to neglect important
duties. The time for hesitating to take extreme measures is past, and here
after Camps, Divisions and Grand Divisions neglecting to comply with the
Rules aud Regulations in forwarding roports and tax, must suffer the penalty
for such neglect.
II. By letter dated the 20th of April, Bio. Chas. M Cott tendered his
resignation as Commander of the Second Grand Division which was accepted,
and Lieutenant Commander Tobias notified to assume command. Owing to
the short time yet remaining in this term, it was deemed best for Bro. Tobias
to act until the next Encampment of the Second Grand Division, and thus
avoid the expense of calling a meeting of the Council. All communications
for the Commander of the Second Grand Division should be addressed to R.
Tobias, box MUD, New York City.
III. The following brothers are hereby appointed Aides-do-Camp on the
Staff of Commander-in-Chief: M. F. Crawley, Portsmouth, N. H.; G. Fred,
Farnham, Coun.; Charles W. Burpee, Waterbury, Conn.; Walter F. Carter
Meriden, Conn.; Charles Knight, Worchester, Mass.; T. Q. Whited, Topeka,
Kan.; D. A. King, Lamed. Kan.; A. E. Weed, Chicago, 111.; A. W. McFarland,
Bloom ngton, 111.; E. A. Millham, St. Paul, Minn.; L. E. Hale, Minneapolis,
Minn.; P. V. Carey, DesMoines, la.; John Thomas, Dewitt, la.; J. J. Speaker,
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Independence, Mo.; W. A. Hirt, St. Louis, Mo.; H. G. Clark, Dorchester, Neb.;
G. H. Barber, Edgar, Neb.; F. D. Wyman, Yankton, Dak.; Phil. Cheek, Jr.,
Baraboo. Wis.; F. J. Walthers, Milwaukee, Wis.; J. E. Steele, Ellettsville, Ind.;
N. W. Swafford, Huntington, Ind.; Truman Havens, Hills- ale, Mich.; L. A.
Baker, Lansing, Mich. They will be obeyed and respected aacordingly. F.
M. Shackford, Lake Village, N. H. is hereby appointed Special Mustering
Officer, and detailed for duty in the New Hampshire Division. F. D. Soule,
of Manchester, N. H., is hereby appointed Special Inspector for the Division of
New Hampshire. J. B. Ludwick, of New Orleans Camp No. 1, New Orleans,
La., is hereby appointed Special Aid and detailed for special services in
Louisiana, Mississippi, Florida, and Texas. They will be obeyed and re
spected accordingly.
IV. The Commander-in-Chief would again urge every brother to do his
utmost to extend and strengthen our beloved order. Every Member, whether
he be an officer or not, should work with a view to make the Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A., a power for good and a fear to the enemies of our country and our
country’s good.
By command of
{Official:)
H. W. ARNOLD,
Commander-in Chief.
R. M. Linton,
Adjutant General.

!

Headquarters Commandeby-in-Chief. S. of V., D. S. A., {
Johnstown, Pa., July 27, 18S5.
General Orders—Ho. 7.
1. The Fourth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons
of Veterans TJ. S. A., will be held in Grand Rapids. Mich., September 16th,
17th, ISth and 19th. Delegates, Commandery-in-Chief Officers, and all members
of the Order are hereby notified to be present.
2. Preparations for the Encampment are being rapidly completed. Our
Brothers in Grand Rapids, under the leadership of Frank W. Rowlson, Com
mander of Michigan Division, are arranging all the details, and will do their
best to make the stay of all Delegates and visiting Brothers pleasnnt and en
joyable. Negotiations are now pending to secure reduced rates of fare on the
trunk lines. Brothers residing at remote points will be obliged to make
arrangements for transportation to central points, and there secure reduced
rates for Grand Rapids Liberal reductions in hotel rates have been secured,
and preparations for camping under tents made. Brothers desiring to secure
accommodations while in Grand Rapids can do so by addressing F. W. Rowl
son, Judge Advocate General, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
3. 1 he change of place for meeting from Detroit to Grand Rapids was
made at the urgent request of the Division of Michigan, and with the consent
of a majority of the Council-in-Chief.
4. Full particulars as to rates, parades, headquarters, etc., will be an
nounced in future General Orders. In the meantime it is urged that every
Brother who can possibly do so make his arrangements to attend the Encamp
ment. All Brothers are entitled to a seat in the Convention, but only the Dele
gates have a voice and a vote.
6. The attention of all Divisions and Grand Divisiou Commanders is
oalled to Section 4, Article II, Commandery Constitution. The names and ad
dresses of all Delegates and Alderuates to Commandery-in-Chief Encampmont,
of all past Division Commanders, and past and present Grand Division Com
manders, should be forwarded to these Headquarters at once.
6. All Officers of Commandery-in-Chief are expected to bo present in full
uniform and with side aims. Delegates should also have on the regulation
uniform.
7. Attention is called to Artiole X., Oommnndery Constitution, relating
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to Amendment to Constitution, Rules and Regulations. Suoh proposed alter
ations must be forwarded immediately for promulgation.
8. The Council-in-Chief will meet in annual session on September 16th,
at 2 o’clock p. m. Place will bo announced in future General orders.
9. All persons having bills against Commandery-in-Ohief are requested
to present them at once duly authentic. All persons owing the Comraanderyin-Chief will please remit amountof their indebtedness prior to September 1st.
10. Any Grand Division not forwarding its reports and per capita tax
in term ending June 30th before August 25th will not be entitled to represen
tation in Encampment. Divisions reported by Grand Division as “not report
ing or forwarding per capita tax oefore August JOth,” will not be entitled to
representation.
11. The Commandery cap mark, to be worn by all Officers of the Coraraandery-in-Chiof is as follows: A five-rayed star, the five points representing
and having the colors of the U. S. Military service, the circle in the centre
representing the Commandory-in-Chief; the whole to bo embossed In gold
bullion on silk velvet All Odicers of the Commandery are expected to provide
themselves with this badge previous to the Encampment. They can be pro•cured from these Headquarters for $1.25 each.
12. John Kirgisner and George A. Hozier, of Little Rock, Ark., and J. B.
Ludwick, of New Orleans. La., are hereby appointed members of the Councilin-Chief from the Fifth Grand Division; W. S. Messeraer, of Cheyenne, Wyom
ing, Simon W. Cantril, of Denver, Col., and John D. Fleming, of Leadville,
Col., are hereby appointed members of the Council-in-Chief from the Fourth
Grand Division. They will be obeyed and respected accordingly.
13. The following Brothers are hereby appointed Aides-de-Camp on the
Staff of the Commander-in-Chief; W. W. Brainerd, South Haven, Mich.; H. E,
Gerry, Chicago, III. They will be obeyed and respected accordingly.
14. No supplies will be issued from these Headquarters after August 25th.
Grand Divisions in need of blanks, etc., will see that requisitions for same are
forwarded immediately.
15. Division Inspectors will send copies of their reports to the Inspector
General and Assistant Inspector General at once, so that they can make up
their reports in time for the Comraandory Encampment. All reports from the
Assistant Inspector General must be forwarded to tho Inspector General not
later than August 25th. All Inspectors, who have not already done so, will order
blanks from their Headquarters at once. Tho reports from all inspectors
must be made, aud any failure to do so will be the cause of severe censure, if
not more serious consequences. Division and Grand Division Commanders
will soe that this order is promptly obeyed.
16. Information is wanted at these Headquarters concerning the present
whereabout of C. G. Ludwig, a member of Old Abe Camp. No. 16, of Kan-as.
He is in hoight5 feet and 7 inohes, has brown eyes, dark brown hair, is partially
left-handed, and is 17 years of age, but on account of his size would be taken
for at least 20. Any information concerning him should be forwarded at once.
17. The Commandery-in-Chief would call attention to that sad event —
the death of the Nation’s Hero, General U. S. Grant—which has cast gloom
and sorrow over our land and torn the heart-strings of friend aud foe through
out the civilized world. A nation now mourns his departure for that “undis
covered laud from whence no traveler returns,” and it is fitting that we, the
sons of those brave men who honored and revered him during life and who
aided him in upholding our common country should now unite in doing him
honor after death. Cool, brave and unflinching during the war, he was no less
cool, brave and unflinching when Death wound its icy fingers around him.
His life was one continued act of devotion, and no better example of a patriot
has ever lived. It is requested that all camps take proper action towards a
fitting observance of the day of his funeral.
By order of
H. W ARNOLD,
Official:
Commander-in-Chief.
R. M. LrNTON,

2

Adjutant-General.
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JOURNAL Of

proceedings of tiie

Headquarters Commandery-in-Chief, S. of V., U. S. A., £
Johnstown, Pa., August 31,1885. )
General Orders—No. S.
I. All arrangements for the fourth annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chiof, to be hold in Grand Rapids, Michigan, September the 16th,
17th, 18th and 19th, are about completed. As this encampment will be one of
great importance, it is earnestly urged that all Brothers who can possibly
make it convenient be present to aid with their advice and counsel.
II. The Couucil-in-Chief and Encampment meetings will be held in
Custer Post Hall, under the tower clock. All Commandery officers and dele
gates will report upon their arrival in Grand Rapids to Adjutant-General Lin
ton, at Room No. 21, in “Arcade,” over the fountain.
III. The following hotel rates have been secured:
Sweets’ Hotel.............
$2.50 and $3.00 per day.
Morton House.........
2.50 and 3.00
“
(l
Eagle House..............
2.00
It
Rathburne House.....
2.00 and 2.50
(t
The European Hotel
1.25
Clarendon Hotel......
1.50
(t
Bridge Street House.
1.00
•4
The Brunswick..........
2.00
Brothers desiring to secure accommodations can do so by addressing Col.
Frank W. Rowlson, Grand Rapids, Mich.
IV. The Commander-in-Chief has secured rooms at Sweets’ Hotel for the
week. All communications after September 10th should be addressed to him
there, as that will be his headquarters.
V. A number of the Divisions have failed to send a list of delegates to
the Adjutant-General, and very few have forwarded the names of the Past
Division Commanders. All who have neglected to forward such list will do so
immediately on receipt of this.
VI. Arrangements for a grand parade and banquet are being made by
our Michigen Brothers. Full particulars concerning same will bo given upon
arrival in Grand Rapids.
VII. Frank W. Rowlson, Commander of Michigan Division, will detail
Brothers of his division to act as sergeant of guard, corp of guard, camp and
picket guards, during the sessions of the Encampment.
VIII. Arrangements have been concluded with the Lehigh Valley Rail
road and the Miohigan Central Railroad for round trip tickets to Grand Rapids
at the following rates.
$21.75
From Philadelphia
From Now York ...
. 19.75
From Buffalo, N Y.
Delegates from Philadelphia and vicinity will purchase tickets at 836
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. Those from New York and Eastern States will
secure their tickets at 235 Broadway, New York, over Lehigh Valley and Michi
gan Central Railroads. Delegates reaching Buffalo from other points will
purohase tickets over Michigan Central Railroad at 57 Exchange Street.
These special rate tickets will be sold to all Brothers and friends of the
Order on presentation of order for same signed by Brother R. M. J. Reed, who
will furnish orders on application addressed to him at S33 Arch Street, Phila
delphia, Pennsylvania. Railroad tickets will be good on any day on any train
from September 12th to 23d, inclusive.
The Brothers of Eastern Pennsylvania have arranged to start in a body on
train leaving Ninth and Green Streets, Philadelphia, on the morning of Sep
tember 14tli, meeting the officers of Commandery-in-Chief at Buffalo, N. Y.,
the same evening. It is desired that all Brothers going this route will meet
the party at Buffalo. A slop at Niagara Falls will be one of the pleasures by
thia route, which, added to the beauty of the scenery through Canada and the
cheapness of rates, make it a most dosirable one to use.
AH Brothers from Western StateB will receive full information concerning
U
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rates, route, etc., upon application to Brother F. W. Rawlson, Grand Rapids,
Mich. Arrangements with Western roads will bo completed in a few days.
IX. Having been officially notified of the fact that Brother H. P. Kent
was elected Commander of the First Grand Division at the annual encamp
ment held at Lake Village, N. H., on August 25th and 2Gth, and proofs being
placed in my hands of the fact that Brother Kent has been dropped from the
rolls of his camp and is therefore not eligible to any office in our Order, I there
fore order Brother Lucian F. Burpee to assume command at once, and Past
Commander F. H. Challis will upon receipt of this order deliver all property
belonging to the Grand Division to said Brother L. F. Burpee, who will con
tinue to act pending the action of the Coramandery-in-Chief.
X. The following amendments and alterations to Constitution, Rules and
Regulations have been recommended by the Several Divisions and Grand
Divisions:
MAINE DIVISION.

1. Resolved, That it is the sense of this Encampment that it is for the
good of the Order that so much of the Rules and Regulations as relates to
Grand Divisions be stricken out, and that from the day of adjournment of the
Commandery-in-Chief in ISS5 they cease to exist.
2. Resolved, That this Encampment recommend the adoption of a camp
charter, same as design shown by Brother Horace P. Kent, of Massachusetts.
MISSOURI DIVISION.

Resolved, That the Constitution should be amended in the following par
ticulars:
1. Grand divisions and divisions and camp council should be abolished.
2. Divisions should be required to fix a permanent place of holding
annual encampments, and the system of state encampments “on wheels” be
abolished
3. That provisions should bo made for an organization in each Division.
4. That the powers of Graud Divisions should be modified.
5. That if the Grand Divisions be abolished the per capita tax of Camps
be reduced.
MICHIGAN DIVISION.

1. That Constitution be so changed that all Committees appointed by
any Division, Grand Division or Commandery-in-Chief hold over during the
year in which they are appointed, and that each member of such committee
shall bo empowered to receive and make suggestions and submit the same
through the chairman for approval at the next annual meeting of said Divi
sion. Grand Division or Commandery-in-Chief.
2. That the committee on reports and officers be abolished.
3.. That the power now in the hands of the Grand Division Commanders
to approve Camp Charter applications and to issue Charters, etc., be trans
ferred direct to Division Commanders, thus saving much valuable time.
NEW YORK DIVISION.

1. That the titles of officers be changed to the rank of General, Colonel
and so down, so that under no circumstances can the officers title be confounded
with the G. A. R.
2. That a National Password be given for the admittance of members of
the G. A. R. to any encampment.
3. That a card be giveu to each member of the G. A. R. obligated so that
Veterans may visit other Camps without being obligated. To remain in force
as long as vouched for on the card semi-annually by signature of Commander
of Post to which the Veteran belongs.
4. That the privilege of electing Surgeons and Chaplains be restored to
Camps and Divisions.
5. That a fine of $1.00 bo established for non-attendance on Memorial
Day ceremonies without suitable excuse.
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JOTJBNAL OP FBOOEEDINGS OP THIS
EA8T PENNSYLVANIA DIVISION.

1. The following amendment to Article 4, Section 6, Constitution: That
the words, “and shall not be entitled to enter the camp room ns a member,*1
shall be inserted in above article, and shall immediately follow the clause,
“Shall be ineligible to any office in the Sons of Veterans.”
2. Whebeas The Grand Divisions serve no practical purpose and are a
source of expense and delay to the Divisions of the Order in the performance
of their executive duties; therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Delegate of the Second Grand Division and Commandery-in-Chiof be and are hereby instructed to use all honorable means to
have the Grnnd Division abolished.
TUIBD GBAND DIVISION.

Resolution No. 1. Resolved That we recommend to the Comraandory-inChief that the Constitution be amended so as to abolish Grand Divisions, the
same to take effect upon the assembling of the Commandery-in-Chiof in 1886.
And the Grnnd Division officers elected in the several Grand Divisions in tho
year 18S5 hold their office until the meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief in
18S6. And that said Grand Divisions hold no more encampments, except
when called by the Commander and Council of Grand Division in case of
necessity.
Resolution No. 2. Resolved, That the Third Grand Division recommend to
the Commandery-in-Chief the adoption of a uniform set of books and blanks
to be kept by officers of the several Grand Divisions, Divisions and Camps of
our Order.
Resolution No. 3. Resolved, That the Third Grand Division ask the Com
mandery-in-Chief to reduce the price of regulation badgos.
All the above Divisions and Grand Divisions have also recommeudod cer
tain cbangos in the Ritual.
By order of
H. W. ARNOLD,
Commander-in-Chief.
Official:
R. M. Linton,
Adjutant-General.
The following special order has also been issued:
Hkadquabtebs Command eby-in-Ciiief, 8. op V , D. 8. A.,
Ofpioe op Inspkotob Gknebal,
Habbisbubo, Pknna., March 24,18S5.
Special Order—No. 1.
Owing to the delay, occasioned by various causes which could not bo
avoided, in the adoption and promulgation of tho Revised Ritual, and Consti
tution, Rules and Regulations, a general Inspection of Camps had not been
urged until such timo should elapse for camps to familiarize themselves with
the revised work, and supply themselves with the belongings made necessary
by the changes.
It is now ordered, thnt Grnnd Division and Division Commanders who
have not yet ordered an Inspection since January 1st, 1885, will cause a
thorough inBpeotion of all camps to be completed on May 1st, 1885.
Division Commauders will Bee that all reports of Inspector and Assistant
Inspector of camps be at their headquarters by June 1st, 1885.
Division Commanders will forward copies of the reports on Inspection to
these Headquarters before July 15, 1885.
■_ Division Commanders will see that prompt compliance to instructions re
lating to their department in this respect, be given, that ample time may bo
Allowed tho various officers to make out full reports on Inspection, to bo trans
mitted to these Headquarters.
Division Commanders will nppoint when practical, Assistant Inspectors
who t-hall inspect the camps nearest to their own; who will cause the ritualistic
work of the order to be fully exemplified by- the camp, in their preaenco, and
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*eo that all errors are corrected; they will fill out a complete and impartial re
port, as indicated by the blanks, and make such remarks, recommendations or
suggestions, ns they believe for the good of the camp, with the return of their
report to the Division Headquarters.
Camps not having the number of muskets required by the work of the
Ritual, are urged to procure them ns the muster ceremony cannot be considered
perfectly or properly performed with >ut their use.
Grand Division Commanders will cause an inspection at an early date, of
all Division Headquarters under their jurisdiction.
Complaints have beeu made of delays occasioned to important correspon
dence of camps, and are with-holding supplies ordered by camps to unneces
sary lengths of time. Lot the Inspection in the various branches and depart
ments be made fully in all its details, and immediate attention be given to the
condition of camps and their wants promptly supplied.
Article V-, Rules and Regulations bearing on the subject of Inspection
will further guide the officers in the performance of their duties.
By command of
H. W. ARNOLD,
Commander-in-Chief.
C. Dat Rudx.
Inspector General.
Much could bo said on the present condition of the order that would enoourage all, but ns you will doubtless include such items in your address to the
encampment, I will merely mention the consolidation of rival branches as one
of the most encouraging signp. Neary all of the Earp or Wagoner Faction
hns joinod our ranks and I am just in receipt of a letter from one of our work
ing brothers of the New York Division informing me of the bright prospeots
of our soon embracing the New York Post System.
The work of the Comraandor-in-Chief and his personal staff is becoming
so voluminous that it requires almost their whole time to properly carry on the
work of our highest body. To expect young meu just entering the active
paths of life to attend to this work without recompense is expecting too
much. A living salary should bo paid to our higher officials in order that they
may devote their entire time to their official duties. Until this is done the
order can not reach its full tide of prosperity for work must be done to carry
on the routine duties of each office and such work can not be done ou wind or
love alone.
The yea-ly change of headquarters of the Commauder-in-Chief during the
present formative period, is producing a difficulty that can hardly be esti
mated. The new officers have hardly become acquainted with their duties be
fore they aro called upon to surrender their positions and return to the ranks.
This might work after the organization is fully made but at present it is disasterous. Continue the Commandery officials for two years and much more can
be accomplished in those two years than can, under the present system be
affected in four. I would recommend the changing of the offioial tenure for
Commnndery officers from one to two years.
In conclusion, Commander, permit me to hank you for your continued
assistance and advice as well as for your courteous treatment during my term
as Adjutant Geuoral. I also desire to thank the many brothers who have ren
dered mo much and valuable assistance during the past year. With regret I
surrender my official pen, for though the work has been somewhat burdensome
there is much that is pleasant. In relinquishing my office I do not surrender
my love for the order and expect always to yield that strict obedience to my
superiors that should be characteristic of a Son of a Veteran.
I am sir, yours truly, F. C. and L.,
R. M. LINTON,
Adjutant General.

:1
I
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REPORT OF QUARTER-MASTER GENERAL.
Q. M. General’s Report was read and referred as follows:
Johnstown, Pa., September 16, 1SS5.
H. W. Arnold, Commander-in-chief of S. of V.:
Sib:—I have the honor to submit my report of the business done in my
office during the past year which was as follows:
,§1,903 31
Dr. To cash received from all sources..........
. 1,865 43
Cr. By cash expended for all purposes,..... .
Balance on hand...........................................
Our assets are as follows:
Supplies on hand at price to Grand Divisions,
Amount due from Grand Divisions,..................

,$

37 S8
,$631 00
, 103 44
,$734 44

Total,
LIABILITIES.

Bill of Major A. P. Davis, (Balauce),........
Bill of Brown Publishing Co.,.................
Bill of F. R. Merrill...................................
Bill of White «fc Graham...........................
Total,..
Assets,

$124
. 20
. 117
. 165

75
00
S2
00

$427 57
. 734 44

,$306
Balance over Liabilities,
.1 S7
Note.—Of the $631.00 supplies on hand as above, $535.00 will have to be
destroyed, as they are for Grand Divisions, which are abolished. We also have
amount due from Grand Divisions—the amount $103.44 due from them, and
have $125.00 of indebtedness of Third Grand Division and $75.00 of Fourth
Grand Division to assume, making a total of $838.44, which is a total loss.
This will leave us in debt $104.00 besides sundry bills not mentioned above.
The brothers should bear in mind the fact that this administration has not
incurred the larger portion of this debt but on the contrary has only run be
hind $165, which was mainly incurred by the necessity of having by the
changes in the Constitution, Rules and Regulations and Ritual, been com
pelled to have almost an entire new set of blanks printed, thus rendering use
less a large quantity of forms which otherwise would have been quite an in
come to the Commandery. I desire to thank the Commauder-iu-Chief for the
assistance he has rendered mo at all times during the year and hope ray suc
cessor may have a pleasant and successful year. 1 do not covet another office
of the same kind and hope my successor may be remunerated.
Yours Fratornally,
W. H. STATLER,
Quarter-Master General.

REPORT OF INSPECTOR GENERAL.
Report of Inspector General, as follows, was read and referred:
Office of Inspector General, S. of V., U. S. A. ’
Harrisiujug, Pa., Sept. 10, 1885.
H. W. Arnold, Commander-in-Chief:
Sib and Brother—When you honored me with the position on your Staff,
I accepted the office with the determination to make it a success to the good of
the order. I issued, through your Headquarters, Circular No. 1. In it I had
set a period of time for holding inspections of Camps, subject to the orders of
Division Commanders, the returns of each inspection to bo sont in to Division
Headquarters no later than May 15th, in order that the same bo consolidated
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and reported at Division Encampment, etc. I believed, in order to got fall
returns of camp inspection and learning the exact standing, condition and
needs of camps, I allowed sufficient time to each branch or department of our
order through which they would pass in consolidating the returns and trans
mitting copies to this office—that I might consolidate and tabulate the re
ports as a whole, in complete form, as a ready reference—making a report
comparing with those of the Adjujutant General and Q M. General.
I set out by special correspondence with each Division Headquarters, to
procure such data as would prove beneficial to this department, and while I
received hearty responses from a few Divisions the majority failed to echo my
endeavors in this direction. As time drow near for receiving reports from In
spectors and Assistant Inspectors General, I addressed myself to them bv let
ters requesting them to forward reports, and when failure to comply was ap
parent, to urge the necessity for action, etc.
I have found that one of the causes for failure is the fact that many Divi
sion Commanders have not instituted camp inspection early enough within the
time specified in Circular No. 1. Some General Orders from Divisions, re
ceived by me, show that inspection of camps is just now being instituted.
When their reports are to come in and be consolidated is more thau I am able
:to guess. It is evident that in order to have successful inspection and com
plete returns, a regular time must be set for holding such inspection, and be
made universal in every Division, so that the returns be reported at the same
time as ihose of the Adjutant and Q, M. at the encampments of the various
branches of our order, and copies forwarded to this office.
I am unable to make a consolidated report from returns, that would bo in
any manner full or indicative of the condition of our order. I have received,
through the kindness of Past Asst. Adjl. Gen. Bowers, a "guessed at” report of
the Second Grand Division. None from the First Grand Division. Asst. In
spector General of First G. D. kindly (?) referred me to the report of Asst.
Adjt. Gen. and Quartermaster Gen , made at their recent Encampment, for
such information as I wished or that would be of service to me in making out
my report. I have recoived no returns from divisions in First Grand Division.
I have been in communication with the Asst. Insp. Gen. of Third Grand Div.,
who has written for information, etc., who states that but few divisions have yet
reported inspections up to date. 1 yet look for a report from this Grand Division.
The necessary blanks have been sent by me to the Asst. Inspector Gener
als, giving ample time to consolidate the reports. I have beon at expense of
considerable time in my correspondence and efforts to gather or cox in some
thing like a report. The bundle accompanying this letter is the result of my
work, or rather, the lack of attention to duty on the part of others. While I
know that the order has advanced, I am unable to give the necessary data in
proper form or draw comparisons with the work of last year.
I have found that Graud Divisions are a barrier to prompt work and ab
sorbers of revenue without giving aid and I most heartily endorse the senti
ments so loudly expressed that they be abolished and the Coinmandery-inChief be paid a living salary, in compensation for the additional work.
My expenses as Inspector Goneral during the year would aggregate to
over $100 which I have cheerfully donated to the cause.
Owing to the incompleteness of the returns from Divisions and Grand
Divisions, I am unable to make out tabulated report so shall in lieu of a con
solidated report submit to you what I have received. There is an evident lack
of understanding or ignoranco of the constitution governing our order and
.failure to comply with instructions issued through General Orders issued on the
part of many Division Commanders.
I would request that this letter be placed on file with the roports.
I trust that my successor iu office may be able to establish what I endeav
ored to do—systorn in inspection which can be done when the officers inter
vening between the Commandery-in-Chiof and Divisions have beon abolished.
I remain yours fraternally,
C. DAY RUDY, Inspector General CcmAn-Chief.
Chief Mustering Officer and Chief of Staff made verbal reports.
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Report of Judge Advocate was read and referred as follows :
Grand Rapids, Mioh., September 18, 1885.
H. W. Arnold, Commander-in Chief S. of V’s., U. S. A.:
Dear Sir and Bbothkb.—I submit to you my report as Judge Advocate*
General for the term ending at this encampment. During my term of office
one case of court martial has been referred to me for my official decision. The
case was that of J. W. Kinney, former commander of the Michigan Division.
He was duly suspended from command of said division. Charges were pre
ferred against said J. W. Kinney, a court martial ordered by the Third Graml
Division Commander, and a court convened at Lansing, Mich., June 3d, 1885.
He was tried, convicted and sentenced to be dishonorably discharged from the
order. I wish to make a suggestion in regard to the duties of a Judge Advo
cate of a Division, Grand Division, or Commandery-in-Chief. I think that theJudge Advocate of a Division should, on receipt of a communication from indi
viduals or camps, either make his report at once to the Judge Advocate General, or
consolidate and report semi-annually, on blanks prescribed for that purpose,
giving in detail all points of law brought up by the different camps. This will
enable the Judge Advocate General to make a complete report to the annual
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief, showing what points in the law the dif
ferent camps, where the life of our order is, desired changed. This plan, I
think^would help the committee on rules and regulations in making all recommendations. Submitting this report meagre as it is, I am
Fraternally yours,
F. W. ROWLSON, Judge Advocate General.
Bro. Rudy moved that Bro. Pennimau report proceedings to the papers.
Bros. Hammer and Worden were added. Bros. Penniman, Hammer and Wor
den were appointed a committee to report proceedings to papers of the city.
Resolutions from DaviB Camp No. 1, presented by W. D. Thomas, of WestPa., were referred to Committee on Resolutions.
Headquarters Davis Camp No. 1, *V. Penn. Div. S. op V., U. S._A.
Pittsburg, August 29th, 1885.
This is to certify that a stated meeting of this camp held on the evening
of August 27th, 1885, the following preamble and resolution were unanimously
passed :
Whereas, “It is the unanimous and most earnest wish of this camp aud
its members that the Commandery-in-Chief restore to us our original position
and place in some proper manner, (by means of a foot note or otherwise), in
the next issue of the General Rules and Regulations, the recognition given us
in the same under Article XV, Section 8, of the editions of 18S2 and 18S3, as
the said distinction was given to our camp as a return for having withoutcharge, cheerfully given up and turned over to the Commander-in-Chiof thecharter of the order, obtained from and granted to us by the commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. The patent on our bronze medal and the copyright on our coat
of arms, all of which were furnished, provided for and secured by our officora
at considerable expense to our camp and its members. Be it hereby
Resolved, That Bros. W. R. Willheide, Otto Hanch and W. D. Thomas bo
and are hereby appointed a committee with full power to act or delegate their
authority to others, with instructions to prepare an appeal stating all the facts
in the case, including our desires in the premises and to present or have same
presented to the Oommander-in-Chief at its coming meeting at Grand Rapids,
Michigan, praying for favorable action in our behalf.”
[bead.]
A. L. PEARSON, Jr.
Capt. Com. Catnp~
Attest: E. W. Lehmann,

I

Act. Ord. Sgt.
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Headquabtebs Davis Gamp No. 1, West Penn. Div. S. of V., U. 8. A.,
PixTsnoBO, Pa., September 12th, 1885.

1

To the Officers and Members of the .Commandery-in-Chief of the S. of V’s., U. S. A.t
Grand Rapids, Michigan:
Opfiokbs and Bbothkbs.—The undersigned having, in accordance with
the accompanying unanimously passed preamb e and resolution, been duly
appointed a committee in behalf of our camp with full power to act or to dele
gate our authority to others and for the purpose of laying before this encamp
ment certain matter of vital interest and importance not only to our camp and
its members but to our many friends in this section, would beg leave to state
as follows:
Our camp was organized on the twelfth day of November, 1881, it being
the first or parent camp of your organization known as the “ Sons of Veterans
of the United States of America.”
Early in tho succeeding month of December the members of our camp and
the friends of your then infant order deoided that its good and extension re
quired a charter from the commonwealth so drafted ns to form a foundation
to build from and to be good in any locality.
At that time no branches of your order existed except that of camps and
they (outside of camp No. 1) were only two in number, and not fully organized
or musterod. Their existence at that time was only nominal and prospectiveOn this account it was concluded that our camp should apply for, obtain
and hold tho charier, which during the latter part of said month was, on due
legal application, made by our member, granted by the commonwealth.
Tho cost of obtaining the same, including the court and attorney’s fees,
was of serious moment to onr then weak and struggling organization.
Early in the year of 1SS2 the necessity of having a bronze medal or badge
of general membership and a coat of arms and a motto was keenly felt; and
by common expressed wish the duty and labor of arranging for and providing
the same fell upon and was cheerfully assumed by camp No. 1 and its special
friends. The results were that no time aud oxortions were spared aud that alt
of the foregoing was as quickly and fully provided for as possible.
To this end the necessary designs were prepared and after going through
various changes and modifications were duly approved.
This being accomplished it was then decided and deemed necessary to
protect the design of the bronze badge, including its motto, ribbon and bar
pin by “ Loiters Patent ” and the coat of arms by copyright.
This duty also by common consent aud wish devolved upon and was per
formed by the officers of our camp; and tho said patent aud copyright were
applied for and duly obtained during the month of March, 1SS2.
The securing of the same was accompanied with considerable labor and
cost to the mombers of our camp and its friends.
Armed with this protection our officers during the following month of
April, had the coat of arms engraved aud electrotyped and made a contract
with Messrs. Bailey, Banks and Biddle, of Philadelphia, for the manufacture of
the badges, guaranteeing them against loss by the venture. The said contract
is now in existence and full force.
At the Annual Encampment held in this city (Pittsburg) October IS, 1SS2,
(the first commandory meeting of your order), our camp and its officers boing still
mindful of tho common good, cheerfully turned over to the Coramander-in
Chief then elected, all of the foregoing named papers to be hold perpetually by
him and his successors in said office aud for tho use and benefit of the Com
mandory and order ns a whole and it was then and there agreed by mutual and
common consent, that in lieu of othor recompense and as a just return for the
labor and services rendered by the officers and members of our camp who had
so freely spent their timemnd means to forward the movement and secure the
foregoing named advantages, that the camp under its appropriate name and
number should be allowed to have and permanently hold the distinction
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granted nndor Article XV. Section S, pages 93 and 94 of General Roles and
Regulations, edition of 1SS2, towit:
Asa mark of distinction Davis Camp No. 1, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania,
as the parent charter ramp of the order, shall, in addition to its other flags, bo
entitled to have and use a flag of yellow silk, of the same size, (viz: Six and a
half by six feet) and made up and trimmed in the same general manner as its
bine silk camp color.
On that occasion n,ot a single objection was raised against the granting of
this favor.
We will here note that our camp has never asked for and never received one
cent of royalty from the sale of the said badges or electrotypes, and we will
state that we are informed and aware that large profits have been derived by
the Commandory-iu-Chief and other branches of the order from that source
alone.
At the second annual Encampment held in the city of Columbus, Ohio,
August (ith aud 7th, 1SS3, the said General Rules and Regulations came up in
due form and were duly approved a second time, it being on that occasion
generally and freely conceeded that the distinction allowed our camp had been
well and fairly earned and that no cause existed why it should not be perma
nently continued per original agreement.
The third annual Encampment was held in the city of Philadelphia, Au 
gust 27th, 23th, 29th and 30th, 1884. At the said meeting quite an extended re
vise of your Constitution, General Rules and Regulations and Ritual was made
and on the afternoon of August 30th. aud while the said changes were in pro
gress, the said section S heretofore given in full was. on motion made and
carried, cut out and as a consequence does not appear in the book of Organic
Laws, known as the “Revised edition of 1884.”
The said action was secured in open meeting and was not based on a re
port of the committee of revision which had agreed to allow the section to
stand.
This conclusion, (the striking out.) was of course a great surprise and a
source of deep regret to our camp and all of its friends. We had no notice or
intimation of the proposed action and consequently could not properly present
our case. The matter came up and weut through in such a manner that grave
doubts have been expressed ns to the equity and correctness of the proceedings.
It is not strange that we keenly felt the injustice of the same, still wo were
aware that we were not duly represented, that the matter came up unexpectedly
aud the circumstances of the case not being understood the motion prevailed
before the merits of the transaction had been generally known or fairly
weighed in the scale.
We are aware and will here state that at an adjourned meeting held on tho
evening of snid day nn effort was made to repair tho wrong as well as could be
then done, and tho privilege contained in said section S was contained by
resolution which will be found in the official record of the proceedings of the
said meeting of the Commandery-in-Ohief.
The foregoing is in brief the history of the case and wo now, as we have
steadily done for the past year, indulge in the belief that due consideration
and reflection will at once lead to a restoration of the privilege in the manner
and form we so much desire.
As things now stnnd and having in mind due regard for the present pre
scribed manner and form in which your organic laws shall be added to or
amended we do not deem it best to urge, at this time a restoration of tho said
section 8 as it stood under article XV of tho editions of tho General Rules and
Regulations of 1882 and 1SS3, but wo most earnestly ask for and plead that
the full substance of said section by resolution bo allowed to appear in future
editions of the said General Rules and Regulations in the form of a simple
foot note, the same to appear in the appropriate place at the bottom of tho
page in small typo.
The granting of this just request can do no harm or work any injnry to
■anyone.
It will bo all that is desired by our camp, its membors aud our friends
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who, during the earlier and weaker days of our order kindly gave to the then
infant movement, their most cordial sympathy and substantial support.
Trusting and believing that the matter will receive at your hands the kind
and favorable consideration which in just it merits, and with sentiments of
high respect for your honorable body, we remain very respectfully your
obedient servants,
W. R. WILLHIEDE,
Committee.
OTTO'HANOH,
W. D. THOMAS,
Approved and respectfully submitted.
A. L. PEARSON, Jb.,
[seal.]
Capt. Com, Camp.
Attest: E. W. Lehmann,

Act. Ord. Sgt.
Adopted as read.
Moved by E. R. Vincent, seconded by Mooney, that the rules be suspended
and that the election of officers be made the special order of business for five
o’clock this afternoon. Amonded by Bro. Rudy and seconded by Bro. Payne,
that the nomination and election of officers bo the order of business immedi
ately after the adoption by this Encampment of the changes made in Constitu
tion, R. and R.. as recouimeudod by report of Committee on Constitution, R.
and R. Carried as amended.
By motion of Bro. Smith, the Encampment took a recess until 1:15 p. m.
Eucampmeut called to order at 1:30 p. m.
The Committee on Constitution, R. and R., roported as follows :

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION,
RULES AND REGULATIONS.
Your Committee having carefully considered all the proposed changes in
the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, which have been laid before them from
various sources in our ordor, beg leave to report as follows :
We recommended
1 That all Grand Divisions bo abolished and shall cease to exist within
sixty days from this day ; and each shall dispose of all money and proporty
on hand, aud arrange for tho payment of all its debts, by assessment or other
wise as each shall determine, within said time.
2. That all the present officers of Grand Divisions shall be entitled to
their respective past ranks after tho foregoing amendment has taken effect.
3. That depots of supplies shall be established at Boston, Philadelphia
and Chicago, and each Division shall send all requisitions to the depot- nearest
to its headquarters.
4. That every sittiug Division Commander shall be entitled to a voice
and vote in the Commandery-in-Chief.
5. That no past rank shall be allowed to such officors of any other branch
of tho Sons of Veterans as shall join our order without their respective Com
mands, or as individuals.
G. That Article IV, Sec. G, page Gl, General Rules and Regulations, shall
be amended to road as follows : “Any member of a camp who is one year in
arrears in the payment of dues, shall bo dropped from the roll, and shall be
reinstated only by the camp which dropped him, aud in tho same manner as is
provided in Article II, Section 1-7 of the Constitution.”
7. That Article V, Section 1, page 5, shall be amended by inserting the
following words after the word “membership,” in the sixth line : “Provided
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that, upon the unanimous recommendation of the Captain and Lieutenants of
any camp, the Dip. Commander may grant authority to muster into this order
any candidate who is not less than sixteen years of age.”
8. That all officers of this order shall be called by the military titles of
their respective ranks; and that Article IV, page 04, Commandery-in-Chief
Constitution, shall accordingly be amended to read, in the fourth, fifth and
sixth lines, as follows : “First, General and Coinmander-in-Chief ; second,
Lieutenant General; third, Major Generaland that Article IV, page 26, divi
sion constitution, shall-be amended to read as follows, in the second, third and
fourth lines : “Shall consist of a Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel, Major and that
all provisions of the constitution, rules and regulations contrary to, and incon
sistent herewith, shall be abolished or accordingly changed.
9. That the “per capita” tax shall be fixed in the manner now provided,
and that the sum formerly paid to the Grand Division shall hereafter bo paid
to the Commandery-in-Chief.
- 10. That Article III, Section 1, page 45, shall be amended by inserting
the word “August” for the word “September ” in the third line thereof.
11. That Article IV, Section 1, page 68, shall be amended by striking out
the words 14 without braid ” in the last line thereof.
12. That whereas, certain misunderstandings have arisen as to the proper
interpretation of various provisions of the constitution, rules and regulations,
a committee of three shall be appointed by the Commander-in Chief to pre
pare a digest of authorative rulings and decisions regarding our laws, and to
report the same for action at the next encampment of the Commandery-inOhief; and that, until the adoption of the aforesaid digest by said encamp
ment, the compilation of G. A. R. rulings and decisions, known ns the 44 Blue
Book,” shall be accepted as final authority upon all questions arising in our
order.
13. That all provisions in the constitution, rules and regulations incon
sistent with any recommendation adopted at this encampment, shall be abol
ished or so changed as to conform therewith.
14. That all changes in the constitution, rules and regulations at thia
encampment shall be printed on slips of paper of convenient size to be pasted
into the edition now in use, and distributed to Division Quartermasters.
15. Your committee would also report with special commendation the sam
ples of books and supplies for keeping the records and transacting the busi
ness of camps, shown by Comrade Stillings, of the firm of E. B. Stillings &
Co., of Boston, Mass., and recommend them for universal use, as neat, com
plete and cheap.
LUCIEN F. BURPEE,
On behalf of Committee.
Dated Friday, Sept. 18, 1885.
Adjourned to Saturday, 9 a. m.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.
Satukday, SKrT. 19, 1SS">.
Your Committee on Rules and Regulations beg leave to further recom
mend :
1 That any member who is six months in arrears for dues shall uot
be permitted to enter any camp room while the camp is in session.
2 That the constitution, rules and regulations hereafter published shall
be properly indexed.
3. That the rank of all officers of this order shall bo indicated by shoul
der straps, as prescribed by the United States army regulations of lS61-’65.
4. That all officers shall wear the sword belts prescribed by United States
army regulations for officers of corresponding rank.
o. That all officers shall wear swords of the pattern devised by F. D. Eddy,
Mustering Officer, Michigan Division, a sample of which has been exhibited to
this encampment.
6. That the uniform cap shall remain as it is; that is, buoh as is pro
scribed as the fatigue cap of the United States army with gold braid.
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6>£. That all officers entitled to past rank may indicate the same by
"wearing the proper miniature strap.
7. That all Past Commanders-in-Chief, and that all Past Adjutant Genorals, and that all Past Quartermaster Generals shall have each a vote in ail
Comraandery-in-Chief and Division encampments ; and that all Past Assistant
Adjutant Generals and all Past Assistant Quartermaster Generals Bhall have
each a voice and a vote in all Commandery-in-Chief encampments.
8. That all past elective officers of the rank of Colonel and higher shall
bo entitled to wear the prescribed gold or silver cross of the order.
9. That the Adjutant General and Quartermaster General shall each be
paid a salary of §100 per annum.
10. That Article IV, page 47, line 4, be amended to read as follows : “And
a Conncil-in-Chief, consisting of the above named officers, and one member
elected from each Division.”
11. That in Article V, page 26, first line,the word “camp” be changed to
the word “division.”
12. That Article IV, Section 2, page 10, shall bo amended by inserting
after the word “ seal” iu eighth line, the words : “Such brother shall remain
under the jurisdiction of the camp granting such transfer, shall pay all dues
of the camp, and so long as he shall do so, shall retain whatever past rank he
may hold, and he shall be eligible to any office within his division.” Also by
inserting, after the word “ issue ” in the tenth line, the words : “Together with
satisfactory proof that his dues have been paid to date.”
Also by inserting after the word “camp” in the eleventh line, the words :
“And the Orderly Sergeant of the latter camp shall at once notify the Orderly
Sergeant of the camp granting the transfer, who shall thereupon strike the
name of such member from the rolls of his camp.” The words from “in” to
44 transfer’’ in the twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth lines shall be erased.
13. That the Commaudor-iu-Chief, immediately after his election, shall
appoint a Chief-of-Staff, a Judge Advocate General, a Chief Mustering officer,
and a Chaplaiu-in-Chief.
Nearly, if not quite, all of the many recommendations placed in the hands
of your committee have been incorporated in some form, into the foregoing
recommendations ; if any have been omittod, it ma'y be understood that the
committee did not think them desirablo and must report unfavorably upon
them. All of which is respectfully submitted.
LUCIEN P. BURPEE,
Grand Rapids, Sept. 19, 1885.
On behalf of the Committee.
N. B.—The foregoing report was submitted to the consideration of the en
campment section by section, and final action was t iken on each section as it
was road. At the outset Adjutant General Linton requested me to keep a rec
ord of tho action taken on the several recommendations. I did so, and the
copy hereto anuexed is a correct transcript of ray minutes made at that
time, and endorsed on the original draft of the committee's report.
LUCIEN F. BURPEE.

Col., &c.
Watorbury, Conn., October 1, 1SS5.

MINUTES OF ACTION ON ABOVE REPORT.
Sections 1, 4, 5, 6.7, S, 9, 10, 11, 13 and 14 of the principal report were
adopted without change.
Section 15 was rejected entirely.
Section 2 wa9 amonded by inserting after the word “exist” in second line,
the wordB : “On and after September 30th, 18S5, and each Grand Division
shall wind up its affairs within ninety days from said date.” The words “with
in, dny,” in sooond and third lines were stricken oat. In this 6hape it was
adopted.
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Section 12 was amended by adding the words : “All officers above the rank
of Captain may wear the full dress uniform coat of the United States army, as
prescribed in the regulations of 3SG1-?G5 ” With this addition it was adopted.
Of the Supplementary report, sections 1, 2, 4. 5, G, 6J>£, 7, S, 9, 10, 13, were
adopted as read.
Section 11 was rejected.
Section 3 was amended by striking out the words from “ shoulder strap
to 65,” inclusive, and inserting the words : “Miniature rank, straps as now
worn and prescribed in constitution, rules and regulations.” The section was
then passed.
Section 12 was withdrawn, and the following was substituted and adopted:
“Any member of this order who shall have taken a transfer from his camp and
shall not have deposited it with any other camp, shall be permitted to enter
any camp, but shall not be eligible to any office in this order.”
On motion, the changes in Constitution, R. and R. be printed on slips of
the size of Constitution and sent to Division Quartermasters. Carried.
Resolutions from Camp 1, of Pittsburg, approved by committee, were
presented and on motion adopted.
The following resolution, offered by W. D. Thomas of W. Pa., was adopted:
"Resolved, That the action of the last Commandery-in-Chief Encampment!
in striking out Sec. 8, Art. XV, of thp general R. aud R., as set forth in the
revised editions of 1882 and 1883, be declared out of order and unconstitutional,
as the Encampment cannot vitiate any contract without the consent of the
other party thereto, and that said Sec. 8, Art. XV, of said editions of 18S2 aud
1SS3 be restored and put in full force.”
Moved by E. R. Vincent, seconded by H. H. Hammer, of E. Pa., that the
rnles be suspended and the Coramandery-in-Chief proceed to the election of
the three highest officers and Council-in-Chief. Amended by Worden, that all
officers be elected. Amendment lost, motion carried.
Bro. Worden moved that the first ballot for Commander-in-Chief be an
informal one. Carried.
Amended by J. J. Speaker, that the first three ballots bo informal.—
Amendment was lost.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

Bros. Penniman, Blake and Smith were appointed tellers.
For Commander-in-Chief, Bro. Payno presented the name of A. E. Case, of
Illinois. Bro. Vancl eve seconded the name of A. E. Case.
Bro. Mallory presented the name of E. T. Roe.
Bro. Perkins presented the name of H. W. Arnold.
Pro. Maccabe presented the name of G. W. Penniman. Bro. Worden
seconded the name of G. W. Penniman. Bro. Penniman withdrew his name.
Bro. Rudy seconded the nomination of H. W. Arnold.
Bro. Morse presented the name of F. W. Rawlson.
On motion of Bro. Rudy nominations closed, and an informal ballot was
taken with the following result^: Case 8, Arnold 9, Penuiman 1, Roe 6, Rowlson 5, Payne 8.
Moved and seconded that notwithstanding that charges have been pre
sented against Bro. H. P. Kent, and notwithstanding his suspension, ho bo
allowed to have a vote and voice in this encampment. Carried.
Bro. Rudy moved we take another informal ballot. Carried. Ballot taken
with the following results: Case G, Arnold 9, Payne 10, Roe 8, Rawlson 2.
A motion to take a recess for five minutes was lost.
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A motion to take an informal ballot was lost.
A motion to proceed to formal ballot was carried.
First Ballot.—Case G, Arnold 11, Payne 10, Roe 8, Rawlson 3.
- Second Ballot.—Case*5, Arnold 13, Payne 11, Roe 9, Rawlson 1.
Third Ballot.—Roe G, Arnold 15, Payne IS.
Fourth Ballot.—Roe 9, Arnold 14, Payne 16.
Fifth Ballot.—Roe G, Arnold 13, Payne 19.
Sixth Ballot.—Roe 15, Rowlsou 5, Payne 19.
Seventh Ballot.—Roe 12, Rowlsou S, Payne 19.
Eighth Ballot.—Roe 13, Rowlson G, Payne 18.
Ninth Ballot.—Roe 4, Rowlson 9, Payne 23.
W. S. Payne, of Ohio, declared elected Coramander-in-Chief.
A motion to adjourn until S o’clock in the morning was lost. A motion!
to proceed to the nomination and election of Lieut. Comd’r was carried.
Bro. Worden nominated J. J. Speaker; Bro. Thomas nominated F. W.
Rowlson; Bro. Maccabe nominated A. E. Case; Bro. Mooney nominated Bro.
Milhain (withdrew); Bro. Milham nominated L. F. Burpee.
A motion to close nominations was carried.
Bro. A. E. Case declared elected Lieut. Commander.
A motion to proceed to nominate and elect a Vice-Lieut. Comd’r was
carried.
Bro. Maccabe nominated Bro. Kohler: Bro. Smith nominated Brother
Rudy. Bro. F. W. Kohler declared elected Vice-Lt. Commander.
A motion to adjourn, by Bro. Hammer, was lost.
A motion to proceed to the election of Council-in-Chief, by Vincent, was
carried.
A motion to take a recess of fifteen miuutes to prepare ballots for Councilin-Chief, by Vincent, was carried.
The olection of Council-in-Chief resulted as follows: First Grand Divi
sion, H. L. Wright.
At 7:30r. m., adjourned to meet at S o’clock to-morrow.
The Encampment opened at 9 o’clock a. m., in due form, with Liout-Commauder Perkins in the chair.
The report of Committee on Rituals was read, as follows:

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RITUALS.
Grand Rapids, Mion., Sept. IS, 1S85.
To the Officers and Members of the Commandery-in Chief Encampment:
Your Committee on Ritual have the honor to make the following report:
1. We recommend that the position of Musicians, in muster, be before the
Sergt. of Guard at head of column. (See page 15, under notes.)
2. That, on page 15. the C. 0. should say, “Bro. Ord. Sergt., you will de
tail the required escort, who will take position in rear of guard.”
3. That first and second lines as notes, (page 16), be expunged, and that
the following command be iuserted: “Escort, into line, march!”
4. That command by Sergt., “left face,’’ be uiven when columu comes to
a halt before stations of 1st and 2dLieuts. (See page 17).
5. That on page 19, instead of command “Countermarch!” the command.
‘Column Right!” be repeated.
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6. The words ‘‘Guards,” on page 20), read “Escort.”
That a committee be appointed by the Commander-in-Chief to draft
Memorial Service, Funeral Service, and Open Installation Service. Same to
be printed separate from Ritual. Said committee be instructed to submit their
report to Gommander-in-Chief for approval on or before December 15, 1885.
That recommendations Nos. 1.2, 8, 4, 5 and 6 bo printed on one slip, same
to be pasted in back of Ritual, and that future editions of Ritual bo printed
with corrections in proper place in same.
That a new grip be adopted.
Respectfully submitted,
W. D. THOMAS, !
Committee.
C. DAY RUDY,
J. J. SPEAKER.
Bro. G. B. Abbott, of Illinois, iB seated as alternate to delegate-at-large
from Illinois.
Roe’s minority report of Com. on Rituals was read:
MINORITY REPORT OF RITUAL.
Grand Rapids, Mion., Sept. 10, 1885.
To the Officers and Members of the Commandery-in-Chief Encampment:
As a member of your Committee on Ritual, I would most respectfully re
port that while I concur with the Brothers on this committee in sections 1, 2,
3, 4, 5 and 6, of the report, so far ns to say the changes would improve the
work, yet I do not consider the changes of enough importance to warrant our
issuing new rituals to every camp in the order; and when changes are printed
on slipB of paper and pasted in back of Ritual, as in case of our old Ritual,
they are continual stumbling blocks to our officers.
The balance of their report I respectfully recommend.
F. B. PERKINS,
Chairman of Committee.
Majority report of Com. on Rituals is adopted.
Motion by Bro. Baker, of Mich., that W. W. Brainard act as alternate to
delegate-at-large of Michigan, in absence of L. A. Baker. Carried.
It iB moved that the officers who have been elected be installed. Carried.
W. S. Payne was installed Commander-in-Chief.
u
A. E. Case
Lt. Commander-in-Chief.
u
F. W. Kohler “
Vice-Lieut. Commandor-in-Chiof.
H. L. Wright, of First Grand Div., and E. H. Milham, of Third Grand Div.,
■were installed as members of Council-in-Chief.
Moved and seconded that the Comnandery-in-Chief proceed to the elootion
of a place to hold the next session of the same in 18S6. Carried.
Nominations.—Thomas, of Pa., nominates New York City, N. Y.; Wordon,
of Iowa, nominates DosMoines, la.; Wright, of Maine, nominates Boston, Mass.;
Kohler, of N. Y., nominates Buffalo, N. Y. Nominations for place of meeting
were closed.
First Ballot.—Buffalo II, New York 1, DosMoines 8, Boston 8.
Second Ballot.—Buffalo 20, DosMoines 3, Boston 0.
Buffalo was declared the ohoice of the Encampment.
The following resolution, offered by Bro. R. M. J. Rood, of E. Pa., was
adopted.
Whereas, Bro. H. W. Arnold, while serving as Commander of tho W. Pa.
Division, was elected Commander-in-Chief, and
Whereas, by said olection ho was prevented from gaining the past rank
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of a Division Commander, which ontitlos him to a vote in his division moot
ings—therefore,
Resolved, That this Encampment confer on Bro. H. W. Arnold the rank of
Past Division Commandor.
The report of Committoo on Reports of Ollicors was road and adopted :

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPORTS OF
OFFICERS.
Grand Radios, Mien., Sept. ISth, 1S85.
To the Officers and Delegates of the Commandery-in-Chief :
Your Committee on Officers* Report bog loavo to roport as follows :
Wo have examined the roports of officers with the following result:—Wo
find a full and concise roport of the Commandor-in-Chiof with reference to his
work in this office. Wo find that he has done a noble work for this ordor and
is outilted to our highest commendation. We fully endorse his report with
reference to the Grand Army of the Republic and its intimate connection with
our order. We also heartily endorse what the Commander-in-Chicf says about
discipline. If Camps and Divisions do not enforce discipline they become in
effective and almost lifeless. Reports must be promptly made and forwarded.
The delay or neglect of one officer entails delay on the whole order above him,
and must bo avoided.
We also endorse the recommendation that Grand Divisions be abolished as
soon as their business can he arranged, and roports made to the Commanderyin-Chiof. Tho time not to oxceod sixty days from this date.
The recommendation with reference to paying tho officers a living salary,
wo would approve with a modification or a diroct specification that tho Adju
tant General and Quarlormaster Gouoral bo paid a sufficient salary to onablo
ns to have tho offices filled by thoroughly competent meu. Your committoo
are opposed to paying any other ollicors of tho Commandery-in-Chiof a salary,
unless it bo tho Chief Mustering Officer, whom wo think should be paid well if
ho works well.
Wo would amend the recommendation with reference to our Q. M. Gen.
publishing a semi-annual roport, that the Q. M. Genoral be required to make a
semi-annual roport to tho Commandor-in-Chiof, and that the Commander-inChiof, publish this report in his next Genoral Order.
Wo understand that tho Commander-in-Chief already has the power to con
vene tho Council-in-Chief at any time that tho exigencies of the case may domaud. Wo fully endorse tho good work dono by Chief Mustoring Officer Goorgo
W. Ponnimau ; his work oxtouds from the Atlantic to tho Mississippi River.
Wo fully endorse tho words of praise bestowed upon Bro. Frauk W. Rowlson,
of Michigan Division.
With reference to Dispensations and Decisions, wo don’t approve or dis
approve tho Commandor-in-Chiof’s action, as we hnvo no copies of those deci
sions and dispensations, but wo have all confidence in tho good judgment of
our Commander-in-Ohief ; but we would reeommoud that hereaftor copies of
all dispensations and decisions be submitted with the roport of the Commandor-in-Chiof, that tho body umy approvo or disapprove of his action.
With reference to making tho Sons of Voterans a bouofioiary organization
it is tho opinion of your committoo that tho timo has not yet arrived for this
actiou, as many camps find it difficult to collect even tho rogular dues.
We would recommend the striking out from tho Commander-in-Chiof’s ro
port the last clause roforring to printing, &c.
Wo find the report of tho Adjutant Genoral to the point and it shows
plainly that if tho Commandor-in-Chiof made a mistake in his first selection
ho did not make any mistake in his next selection, and tho ordor. has received
valuable services from Bro. Linton. We do not concur with the Adjt. Genoral
3
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in his recommendation that “ a living salary be paid to our higher officials.”
Wo think this should only apply to the Adjt. General and Q. M. General, and
the Mustering Officer, provided ho devotes his whole time to the work.
We do not concur in the recommendation for permanent headquartors.
The order is too young to afford this luxury. Other orders change their pro
siding officer once a year and their seems to your committee to bo no reason
why we should not do the same.
Your committeo are fully satisfied with the able manner in which the In
spector General has discharged his duty and rogret that he has not had more
working support from the Division Inspectors, and the Division Inspectors
have our sympathy from the fact that they did not got the nocossary reports
from camps.
As before stated, wo as a committe are opposed to paying any salary, ex
cept as before namod.
Rospoctfully submitted in F., 0. and L.

WALTER S. PAYNE,
E. M. VANCLEVE,
JOHN E. BLAKE.
Tho following resolution offered by C. Day Rudy, of W. Pa., was road :
Resolved, That understanding that it is expected that this Eucampmont
make apology to certain parties in Grand Rapids who uttered disloyal senti
ments in public, which were repeated and strongly commented upon at the
banqnet by Bros. Payne and Ponniman, this Encampment sustains the senti
ments of Bros. Payne and Peuniman. (Resolution laid on table.)
The following resolution, offorod by W. D. Thomas, of W. Pa., was road
and adopted:
Resolved, That this Encampment, recognizing tho worth and quality of
the goods manufactured by Bro. R. M. J. Reed, of Philadelphia—they boing
known to us, and having been approved by several Divisions and many of our
officers—we heartily recommend them to the Commandery-in-Chiof and to tho
brothors at largo.
The report of Committeo on Resolutions was road.
instructed to draw up its report in proper form.

Tho committee was

REPORT.
GnAND Rapids, September 19, 1885.
To the Commander-in-Chief, Officers and Members of the Fourth Annual Encamp
ment S. of V., U. S. A.:
Your Committee on Resolutions beg leave to report tho following :
We recommend the adoption of resolution No. 2 from Eastern Pennsylva
nia Division as follows:
Whereas, certain doubts have existed in the minds of somo in regard to
tho sufficiency of a certificate of election as credentials to membership in the
Coramandery-in-Chief and Division Encampment. Therefore
Resolved, That in tho future all delegates, officers and members of tho Com
mandery-in-Chiof and Division Encampments bo required to furnish to the
committees on credentials certificates of good standing in their respective
camps, and that this resolution be promulgated immediately. Passed.
Also resolution No. 3is recorameudod.
Resolved, That recognizing tho valuo of a periodical dovotion to tho good
of the order and believing that the efficiency of such will bo iuoroasod by tho
endorsement of this encampmont tho S. of V. Advocate, published at Bloom
ington, 111., is hereby declarod to be the official organ of tho Sons of Veterans,
U. S. A.
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Tho resolution offered by 13ro. Worden is recommended for adoption.
Resolved, That the Sons of Votorans encourage tho formation of Ladies
Aid Societies, tho membership to consist of daughters of Votorans and loyal
ladies. Passod.
A. B. BATOHELDER,
Committoo.
E. G. WORDEN,
L. V. ROUSCII.

Tho delegation from Third Grand Div., ropot G. B. Abbott of III. as a
member of Couucil-in-Chief. Bro. Abbott resigns. Resignation accepted.
Third Grand Div. nominates Rollins of Iowa to fill vacancy. Tho Adjutant
General is instructed to cast ballot for Rollins. Rollins was declared olocted.
Report of tho Couucil-in-Chief is read as follows:
CoUNOII.-IN-CllIEF OF THE SONS OF VETERANS, D. S. A.

Grand Rapids, Mioii., Sept. 1G, 18S5.

}

Tho Council-in Chief convonod at Headquarters Custer Post, G. A. R.,
with Past Commander F. P. Morrill iu tho chair.
On roll call tho following mombors were found prosoul:
H. W. Arnold,
Cominander-in-Chief.
«;
P. 13. Perkins, Lieut.
a
it
J. B. Maccabo, V.-Lt.
F. P. Morrill, Past Coramandor-iu-Chiof.
C. F. Harford, ChapIain-iu-Chiof.
W. If. Statlor, Q. M. General.
R. M. Linton, Adjutant Genoral.
A. E. Caso, Chief of Stall.
C. D. Rudy, Inspector Genoral.
G. W. Pouniman, Chief Mustering Ofiicer.
FIRST GRAND DIVISION-

U. P. Kont, of Massachusetts.
*T. C. Blake, of Maine.
Tniltl) GRAND DIVISION.

G. W. Penniman, of Minnesota.
F. W. Rowlson, of Michigan.
R. V. Mallory, of Illinois.
Tho accounts of Q. M. General, W. II. Statlor, wore audited and ap
proved.
A motion offered by Bro. Caso, that a loiter bo written to the Michigan
Central R. R. officials, statiug that tho Ordor, though poor, paid a bill of a
corporation.
Bill of Past Commandor-iu-Ohief, F. P. Merrill, for money paid out by
him during his term as Commander-in-Chief, wore allowed, and bill of §40
ordered paid out of first monies received by the next Couid’r-in-Ohief.
Bills of Oomd’r-in-Cliief H. W. Arnold; R. M. Linton, Adjt. Gen., and W_
H. Statlor, Q. M. Gon., for actual oxpouscs to Encampment at Grand Rapids,
wore allowed.

36

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE

Bills of expenses of Past Comd’r F. P. Merrill, Past Q. M. Gon. J. 0.
Blake, and Past Adjt. Gen. H. P. Kent, while attending Third Annual En
campment, were allowed and ordorod paid.
Bro. Rudy moved wo take a recess until U o’clock.
Council mot in extra session.
Bill of W. A. True, for printing badges for delegates, approved.
Bro. F. B. Perkins moved that we recommend that if Grand Divisions bo
abolished the per capita tax remain the same, and Divisions pay the Comd’yin-Chief the same amount they now pay to Grand Divs. Carried.
Bro. C. D. Rudy moved that auy department ordering supplies from a
superior body, such supplies cannot bo returnod to the superior body in pay
ment of debt incurred by said subordinate body. Carried.
Bro. G. W. Peuniman moved that we recommend that Commandory-inChiof oflicurs should refuse to issue supplies to the subordinate bodies unless
ordors for the samo bo accompanied by the cash in payment for the same.
Carried.
Bro. A. E. Case moved that the Council-in-Chief recommend that the En
campment pass resolutions endorsing the Sons of Veterans' Advocate, and mako
it the official organ of the Commandery-in-Ohiof. Carried.
Bro. A. E. Case moved that the bill of H. T. Rowley be rejected until an
itomized bill bo presented to the Council-in-Chief by said H. T. Rowley. Car
ried.
Bro. G. W. Peuniman moved that wo adjourn. Lost.
Bro. A. E. Case moved that action on the bill of A. P. Davis be post
poned until next meeting of Council, and said Davis be requested to present
an itomized bill of his claim accompanied by vouchors. Carried.
Moved by A. E. Case, we adjourn. Carried.
The following resolutions, offered by Bro. R. M. J. Reod, of E. Pa., were
road and adopted :
Rcsolued, That the thanks of this Encampment are duo and are hereby ten
dered to Col. F. W. Rowlson and brothers of Michigan Div., and citizens of
Grand Rapids, for their hearty and manifest hospitality extended to the
officers and delegates of this Comraandory in the Fourth Annual Session as
sembled, and that wo shall all return home with many kind rocollections of
the people of this city of the west, and also fooling that it was good for us to
bo horo ; and that these resolutions be published in said papers of Grand
Rapids.
Tho following paper from the President of the Ladies’ Aid Society of East
Pa., was read.
Headquarters of tue Ladieh Aid Societies of the Sons of }
•
Veterans, U. S. A., East Penn. Div., V
Lancaster, Sept. 0, 1SS5. ;
To the 0/flcers and Members of the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans
U. S. A.:
Gentlemen and Brothers.—At tho mooting of your honorable body in
August, 1S8-1, in the oity of Philadelphia, you kindly rocognizod our organiza
tion and recommended it to tho favorable consideration of your order. Sinco
then and with tho encouragement thus given we havo during tho past year
made fair, and under our circumstances and financial condition, reasonable
progress, especially in this section of our stato.
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Having bocomo impressed with tho belief that the time is now at hand
when wo can say with safety and success oxtond our association and make it
national, I have, as the President of tho senior division of tho same, been in
duced to take charge of the movement and introduce our societies outside of
Pennsylvania whore wo have not at present any establishment. I would hesi
tate to assume tho responsibility and trust and to act as Provisional National
Pros’t., if it were not for tho fact that I have been kindly promised the cordial
co-operation arid support of different prominent brothers of your order upon
whoso judgment and experience I feol that wo can rely, and tho often repeated
assurance and widely spread bolief, that our association can in due time be
made a most valuable auxiliary in the carrying out of your principles and ob
jects, and upon which our structure is based and reared. An inspection of tho
simple and clearly defined organic laws under which our association is oper
ated will at once satisfy all, that we have not been unmindful of the ends and
aim that you have in view and in order that we may tho more cheaply and
quickly place ourselves in a national position to aid and assist in tho carrying
out of the same, I have been advised and requested to adopt tho following
courso and plan of extension :
First.—That in all states and localities, and whero we havo no substantial
establishment, and in addition to our own best exorlious mado in the usual
raannor and form, we invito and ask for tho co-operation and assistance of the
brothers of your order as a whole, and especially to urge and request that your
Commander-in-Chief, and all Grand Division, Division and Camp Commandors, givo the movement such kindly notice as they may deem proper; and that
they aid us and assume chargo of the establishment, organization and muster
of our Societies in their respective localities, and within tho limits of their re
spective commands. To this end we will on application cheorfully furnish all
tho nocessary blanks and information needed and required, and will forward
to duly solectod and proporly vouched for mustering officers, approved by your
Commandor-in-Chiof or any one of your several Grand Division or Division
Commanders, tho required authority, etc., to enable them to proporly attend
to their duties in bohalf of tho movement.
Socond.—As tho proposed extension and spread of our association is una
voidably accompanied with more or less expense for printing and the purchase
of nocessary supplies,we would at this timedoeply approoiato any financial assist
ance given us, and to this oud would most respectfully suggost that in tho shape
of a loan wo would bo greatly helped and pleasodto accept such moderate aid ns
your members, as individuals, and the several organized bodies of your order,
may see lit to grant us. A sum from oach Division, which wo can in duo tiino
return, ranging from $5 to $20, according to size and locality, will, in addition
to tho uiodorato muster feo wo havo adopted, enable us to fully and promptly
till all calls mado upon us and fairly ollsot all of tho requirements of tho caso.
Relying upon your continued sympathy aud support, I can, with our past
experience and success in mind, confidently assure you that in duo time wo will
bo able to present to you a compact and well established National body, I
respectfully solicit correspondence on tho subjoct with all interested in tho
samo.
1 remain, in F., 0. L., fraternally yours,
LAURA F. MARTIN,
President.
No. 525 W. King streot, Lancaster, Pa.
Resolutions adoptod by tho Now York Division at their last session, as fol
lows, woro road and reforrod to appropriate committeo:
RESOLUTIONS
Adoptod at tho State Encampment of tho Now York Division, May 12, 1SS5:
RITUAL.

1. That tho word “Officers,” in tho first souteuce of tho Opouiug Coromouios, bo stricken from the Ritual.
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2. That tho words “It is my will and pleasure,” that etc., (pago G, 4th
sentence from bottom of pago), be strickon from tho Ritual.
3. That the rounds of the camp room bo made by tho Sorgoanl of the
Guard beforo any members of tho G. A. R. are obligated.
KKFKBUED TO COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION, RULES ANI) REGULATIONS.

•1. That the titles of4ollicers bo changed to tho rank name of Gonoral, Colo
nel, and so down, so that under no circumstances can tho officers’ titlos bo con
founded with thoso of tho G. A. R.
5. That a National Password be given for tho admittance of members of
tho G. A. R. to any Encampmont.
G. That a card bo given to each member of the G. A. R. obligated, ho
that veterans may visit other camps without boing obligated. To romain in
force ns long as vouched for semi-annually by signature of Commander of
Post to which veterans belongs.
7. That tho privilege of electing Surgoous and Chaplains bo rostorod to
Camps and Divisions.
S. That a fine of
bo established for non attendance on Memorial Day
coromonies without suitnblo oxcuse.
A correct copy from tho records of the Second Annual Encampment of
Now York Division.
GEORGE J. POSTER,
Utica, N. Y., May 25, 3SS5.
Commanding Division.
Attest:
Fred'k W. Kouler, Adjt.

Proposed changos in Con., R. and R., and Ritual, offered by the Vermont
Division, woro road androforrod to appropriate committeo:
Brattleuoro, Vt., Sept. 11, 1885.
H. W. Arnold, Commandtr-in-Chuf S. of V., U. S. A.:
Dear Silt and Bro.—The Vermont Division rospoctfully submits the
following suggestions as to changos in the Constitution and Ritual. Will you
kindly seo that they are placed whore they will bo considered, as we have been
badly disappointed in that none of tho delegates olocted can go.
Fraternally,
F. H. Allen, Adjt.
CONSTITUTION.

That Sociion 1, Article V., be amended by striking out the word eighteen
and substituting the word sixteen. [Rejected, j
ritual.

1. Thut there bo some suitable form for opening and closing Divisiou
Encninpinonts.
2. (Page 5.) That after roll call Captain give command, “Right Face,
Forward!” and “Column left, to your posts march!”
3. Page 10-Order of Businoss. That tho first two lines bo expunged.
*1. That tho Sergeant give command of “Loft face!” at stations of 1st and
2nd Lieutenants in muster of recruits.
Proposed amendments and additions to tho Con., R. and R., adopted by
the Michigan Division at thoir last session, Juno 4th, 18S5, woro read.—The
4th Section was reforrod to Committeo on Ritual; balanco rojoclod;

no
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4. Ritual—That n suitable form for burial service bo inserted in present
Ritual.
Submitting the saino to attention of Third Grand Division, I am, with
groat rospoct,
F. W. ROWLSON,
Yours, &c. ,
Commanding Div. of Mich., S. of V., U. S. A.
The following resolution, offered by First Grand Div., was read and
adopted:
Lake Village, N. H., Aug. 25. 1885.
R. M. Linton,
• Adjt. Gen. Commandery-in-Chicf S. of V.. U. S. A.:
Dear Sir and Bro.—At tho Second Annual Encampment of tho First
Grand Division, hold at Lake Village, N. H., August 25th, 1S85, the following
recommendations to tho Coinmandery-in-Chiof wore adopted:
1st. That Grand Divisions be abolished as soon as may be expedient.
2d. That all sitting Division Commanders bo entitled to voice and voto
in tho Commandcry-in-Chief Encampment*
H. E. WEBSTER,
[Official.]
Asst. Adjt. General.
Proposed amendments to Con., R. and R., adopted by tho Missouri Divi
sion, woro road. First two sections roforred to Committoo on Ritual; balance
rejected:
Resolved, That tho Constitution should bo amonded in the following par
ticulars:
RITUAL.

1. A suitable burial service should be adopted and added to the Ritual.
2. A suitable form of memorial service to bo used on Momorial Day
only, should bo adopted and addod to tho Ritual.
3. Grand Division, Division, and Camp Councils should bo abolished.
4. Divisions should be required to fix a permanent plaee of holding
Annual Encampments, and the system of Stato Encampments “on wheels’’ bo
abolished.
5. That provision should be made for an organizer in each Division.
G. That tho powers of Grand Division should bo modified.
7. That if Grand Divisions be abolished tho por-capita tax of camps bo
reduced.
Recommended by tho unanimous voto of the Missouri Division, February
17th, 1SS5.
C. S. CRYSLER,
Comd’r Mo. Div. S. of V., U.S. A.
J. J. Speaker,
Adjutant.
Tho following resolution, adopted by tho Maiuo Division, was road and re
ferred to appropriate committoo :
Headquarters Maine Division, S. of V., U. S. A.,
Auburn, Me., July 25,1S85.

i

To the Officers and Members of the Commandcry-in-Chief Encampment of the Sons
of Veterans, U. S. A.:
Be it known that that tho following resolutions were offered and unani
mously adoptod by tho Maino Division Encampment of tho Sons of Veterans
of the United States of Amorica, convened at Bangor, in tho State of Maine, on
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the Gth day of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
eighty-five, and in the one hundred and ninth year of the Independence of the
United States of America :
1. Resolved, That the representatives of this Division to the Commandoryin-Chiof bo instructed to have the Ritual of our order so changed that tho re
cruits shall at all times, when receiving instructions from ollicors, stand facing
tho same. [Ritual.]
2. Resolved, That said representatives bring to the attention of tho Coinmandory-in-Chief tho matter of having suitable burial service. [Ritual. ]
3. Resolved, That it is the sense of this Encampment that it is for tho
good of tho order that so much of tho Rules and Regulations as relates to
Grand Divisions be stricken out. and that from the day of adjournment of tho
Cornmandery-in-Chiof, in J8S5, they coase to oxist.
4. Resolved, That this Encampment recommend tho adoption of a Camp
Charter, same as design shown by Bro. Horace P. Kent, of Massachusetts.
Respectfully submitted to Brig. Gon. R. M. Linton, Adjt. Genoral.
[official.]
JOHN C. BLAKE,
Col. Commanding DivFred. L. Edglcomb,

Adjutant.
Tho following resolution from tho Iowa Division was road and roforred to
appropriate cominitteo:
At the Annual Encampment at DesMoinos, in Juno, 1SS5, resolutions were
adopted, asking —
That Grand Divisions bo abolished.
That the price of membership bo reduced.
That a Funeral Service be forinulatod and published in rituals.
JAMES D. ROWEN,
Adjutant.
Chief of StatT, W. D. Thomas, of W. Pa.; Chief of Mustering Oflicor, G.W.
Ponuiman, of Minn., and Chaplain in-Chief, C. F. Hayford, of Maine, woro
obligated.
A motion to have proceedings printed for distribution was carried.
Adjourned.
WALTER S. PAYNE,
[official.]
Commandcr-in-Chief,
L. G. Carlisle,
Adjutant Gancral.

