
Administrator
Typewritten text
Macon









Smithsonian Art Category Inventory  

  
Illinois Monument, (sculpture). 
 
Artist:  Mulligan, Charles J., 1866-1916, sculptor. 
Zimmerman, W. Carbys, 1856-1932, architect. 
Trigg Marble & Granite Company, contractor. 
 
Title:  Illinois Monument, (sculpture). 
Other Titles:  Illinois State Monument, (sculpture). 
 
Dates:  Dedicated Dec. 20, 1912 or Dec. 20, 1913. 
 
Medium:  Sculpture: bronze and marble; Base: Montello granite. 
Dimensions:  Sculpture: approx. 8 x 4 x 4 ft.; Base: approx. 10 x 24 x 5 ft. 
 
Inscription:   
(On front of base:) (Center:) ERECTED BY THE/STATE OF ILLINOIS/IN GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE 
OF THE/PATRIOTIC DEVOTION OF HER SONS/WHO SUFFERED AND DIED IN THE/MILITARY 
PRISON AT ANDERSONVILLE, GA./1864-1865 (On back of bench, front left side:) "WE HERE 
HIGHLY RESOLVE THAT THESE DEAD SHALL/NOT HAVE DIED IN VAIN-THAT THIS NATION, 
UNDER/GOD, SHALL HAVE A NEW BIRTH OF FREEDOM-AND/THAT GOVERNMENT OF THE 
PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE,/FOR THE PEOPLE, SHALL NOT PERISH FROM THE 
EARTH."/(GETTYSBURG ADDRESS)/ABRAHAM LINCOLN. (On back of bench, front right side:) 
"THE MYSTIC CHORDS OF MEMORY, STRETCHING FROM/EVERY BATTLEFIELD AND PATRIOT 
GRAVE TO EVERY/LIVING HEART AND HEARTHSTONE ALL OVER THIS/BROAD LAND, WILL YET 
SWELL THE CHORUS OF THE/UNION, WHEN AGAIN TOUCHED, AS SURELY THEY WILL/BE, BY THE 
BETTER ANGELS OF OUR NATURE."/(FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS)/ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 
unsigned 
 
Description:   
The memorial consists of rectangular Montello granite base topped with an allegorical bronze 
figure of Columbia with a young boy and girl. Columbia wears long robes, a breastplate, and a 
wreath on her head. She holds a sword in her proper left hand and raises her proper right hand 
over the children. The children are dressed in school clothes and gaze ahead in the direction in 
which Columbia points. The boy, on the proper right, carries a satchel over his proper right 
shoulder and holds a cap in his proper left hand. The girl wears a dress with a bow and carries a 
book in her proper left hand. 
 
The sculpture is mounted in the center of a rectangular base adorned with a bench along one 
side. At either end of the base is a marble figure of an elderly man representing veterans of the 
Civil War. Each man is in uniform with his head slightly bowed and his arm resting on the top of 
the base. A bronze circular seal framed by foliage is attached to each end of the base. 



 
Subject:   
History -- United States -- Civil War 
Figure group 
Allegory -- Place -- America 
Occupation -- Education -- Student 
Figure male -- Full length 
Occupation -- Military -- Soldier 
Dress -- Uniform -- Military Uniform 
Object Type:   
Outdoor Sculpture -- Georgia -- Andersonville 
 
Sculpture Owner:   
Administered by United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Washington, 
District of Columbia 
Located Andersonville National Historic Site, 496 Cemetery Road, Andersonville, Georgia 31711 
 
Remarks:   
The State of Illinois appropriated $15,000 for sculpture in May of 1907. The sculpture was 
installed in memory of 889 Illinois soldiers who died at Andersonville Prison during the Civil War. 
The sculpture was designed collaboratively by the artist and state architect W. Carbys 
Zimmerman. The sculpture was cleaned and waxed in 1992. IAS files contain an article from 
Southern Living (June 1993): pg. 8; an Andersonville Official Map and Guide; a National Park 
Service Classified Structure Field Inventory Report, Dec. 1975 (gives dedication date as Dec. 20, 
1913); and a related excerpt from Bill Burnett's "Andersonville Monuments," Andersonville 
National Historic Site Library (gives dedication date as Dec. 20, 1912). 
 
References:   
Save Outdoor Sculpture, Georgia survey, 1993. 
National Park Service, American Monuments and Outdoor Sculpture Database, GA0020, 1989. 
Monumental News, Jan. 1910; May 1910; Jan. 1913. 
Monumental News, May 1910, pg 357. 
Monumental News, Jan. 1913, cover. 
 
Note:   
The information provided about this artwork was compiled as part of the Smithsonian American 
Art Museum's Inventories of American Painting and Sculpture database, designed to provide 
descriptive and location information on artworks by American artists in public and private 
collections worldwide. 
Repository:   
Inventories of American Painting and Sculpture, Smithsonian American Art Museum, P.O. Box 
37012, MRC 970, Washington, D.C. 20013-7012 
Control Number:   
IAS GA000598 



The Illinois Andersonville Monument Commission 

Guest blog entry by Noah Neiber 

In 1864 during the Civil War there was a Confederate prisoner of war camp constructed near 

Americus, Georgia. The name of that camp was Andersonville and it became well-known as one 

of the harshest camps in the Civil War. Many Union soldiers died at that camp of malnutrition 

and heat stroke. 889 of those were from Illinois. The ones who survived were in wretched 

condition but at least made it out at the end of the war. 

Among those survivors were five men who would not soon forget what pain they had to go 

through. And because of this fact they could not allow the sufferings of their brothers to go on 

unremembered. So that future generations would remember what they had to go through for 

their cause, these men decided to form a committee and erect a monument in honor of those 

from Illinois who died at Andersonville. These men were A.H. McCracken of Chicago who was 

the president, G.J. George of Springfield who was the Vice President, Lewis F. Lake of Rockford 

who was the secretary and treasurer, William H. Hainline, and James M. Swales. Together they 

formed a commission in 1907 to erect the monument. 

But in order to do this they had to find a contractor to submit a good design and to erect the 

monument. It took them a while to find the contractor that they thought could do the 

monument correctly, but they finally chose the Trigg Monument Company of Rockford, Illinois. 

 

Trigg Monument Works, c. 1880s 

Now from here it was not smooth sailing. The 

monument should have been done within a 

year, but there were so many delays due to 

things that ranged from the health of the 

commission members that stalled meetings, to 

weather in Andersonville that cracked the 

foundations of the monument, to the misinterpretation of what the commission wanted the 

monument to look like. 

Because of such delays the monument took years to build, but it was completed in December of 

1912, and finally dedicated on the 20th of that month. When completed the  granite pedestal 

was 20 feet by 24 feet and the monument itself was 18 feet overall. The monument depicts 

large figures of “Columbia with Youth and Maiden” that are supposed to depict nations to 

come. Engraved in it are the last clause of Abraham Lincoln’s first inaugural address and the last 

clause of his Gettysburg address. There are also two figures on the side of the monument that 

https://midwayvillagemuseumcollections.wordpress.com/2012/01/16/the-illinois-andersonville-monument-commission/
https://midwayvillagemuseumcollections.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/2009-63-1-page-001.jpg


represent veterans of the Civil War as a sad reminder of what they had to go through in that 

war. 

 

The dedication of the Illinois Andersonville 

Monument, December 1912 

The men of this commission had many battles 

of their own during the construction of this 

monument. It was a long and hard process that 

required a lot of sacrifice from each member; 

however, in the end though it was all worth it, 

because their hard work could finally help 

generations to remember the sacrifice that the 

prisoners at Andersonville made, not just at Andersonville, but throughout the whole of the war. 

The monument they built is there to remind us of the cost of freedom and how it affects even 

the very place we live. 

 

A close up of the Illinois Andersonville Monument 

If you would like to learn more about the Illinois Andersonville 

Monument Commission, the records of the exploits of these 

men are at the Midway Village in our collections and research 

department. Also, if you would like to learn more about the 

Civil War in general, please join us on Saturday, January 21 from 

10 am -2:pm for our 10th annual Civil War Symposium. 

Advertisement 

For more information about the Civil War Symposium, please 

visit our event page: 

http://www.midwayvillage.com/event_calendar.cfm?id=1048 

Noah Neiber is a Midway Village Museum volunteer. In addition to being a junior interpreter, 

Noah also volunteers in the Collections Department. He and his mother, Michele, 

recently cataloged the Illinois Andersonville Monument Commission collection. 
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