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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM

Type of Memorial (check all applicable)

_v__Monument with Sculpture __ without Sculpture __ with Cannon standalone Cannon

____Historical Marker Plague ___ Other ( flag pole, G.A.R. buildings, stained glass windows, etc.)
Note: try to record items separately. Cannons near monuments should be recorded & photographed separately, etc. Thank you.

Affiliation
GAR MOLLUS v SUVCW WRC ASUVCW

LGAR DUVCW Other

If known, record name and number of post, camp, corps, auxiliary, tent, circle or appropriate information of other groups:

LAST CIVIL WAR VETERAN BURIED IN COMANCHE COUNTY PROJECT SUVCW

Original Dedication Date Please consult any/all newspaper archives for a local paper's article
that would have information on the first dedication ceremony and/or other facts on the memorial. Please submit a copy of your findings
with full identification of the paper & date of publication. Thank you.

Location OLD ELGIN CEMETERY
The Memorial is currently located at:
Street/Road address or site location

8TH STREET AND KENNEY GPS Coordinates 34.782139 -98.286181
City/Village &/or Township ELGIN
County COMANCHE State OKLAHOMA Zip Code 73538

The front of the Memorial faces: _ North v South  East  West

Government Body, Agency, or Individual Owner

Name

Dept./Div.

Street Address

City State Zip Code
Contact Person Telephone () ext
Is Memorial on the National Register of Historic Places __Yes _ No ID # if known

For Monuments with/without sculpture:

Physical Details

Material of Monument or base under a Sculpture or Cannon = ¥ Stone  Concrete Metal Other
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.) GRAY GRANITE

Material of the Sculpture Stone Concrete Metal Other Is it hollow or solid?
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.)

>This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2023 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation
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FORM CWM #61 Pace 2

For Historic Marker or Plaque:

Material of Plaque or Historical Marker / Tablet =

For Cannons with/without monument:

Material of Cannon = Bronze Iron Type of Cannon (if known)
Rifed  Yes  No
Markings: Muzzle Base Ring/Breech
Left Trunion Right Trunion
Is inert ammunition a part of the Memorial? Yes No
[For camp/department monuments officer’'s use: Cannon on list of known ordnance] Yes No

For Other Memorials: (flag pole, G.A.R. buildings, stained glass windows, etc.)

What best describes the memorial

Materials of the Memorial

Complete for All Memorials
Approximate Dimensions (indicate unit of measure) - taken from tallest / widest points

Height Width Depth or Diameter

For Memorials with multiple Sculptures, please record this information on a separate sheet of paper for each statue (service, pose, etc)
and attach to this form. Please describe the "pose" of each statue and any weapons/implements involved (in case your photos become
separated from this form). Thank you!

Markings/Inscriptions (on stone-work / metal-work of monument, base, sculpture)
Maker or Fabricator mark / name? If so, give name & location found

Please attach legible photographs of all text &'or Record the text in the space below. Please use the addendum —
narrative sheet if necessary.

GRAY GRANITE MONUMENT WITH RUSTICATED EDGES --- LEMUEL CARL COFFIN - LAST CIVL WAR VETERAN
BURIED IN COMANCHE COUNTY. HE WAS A COMMANDER OF THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC FOR THE
OKLAHOMA DEPT. GRAVESTONE ALSO LISTS HIS WIFE WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE LADIES OF THE GRAND
ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. ENSCRIPTION: COFFIN - LEMUEL C. 1848-1942 - GAR GRAVE STAKE.

>This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2023 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation



FORM CWM #61 Pace 3

Environmental Setting
(The general vicinity and immediate locale surrounding a memorial can play a major role in its overall condition.)

Type of Location

_ v Cemetery ___ Park ___ Plaza/Courtyard __ "Town Square" ___ Post Office
____School ___Municipal Building ____ State Capitol ____ Courthouse ___College Campus
____ Traffic Circle __ Library Other:

General Vicinity
__Rural (low population, open land) __ Suburban (residential, near city) _ Town _+ Urban / Metropolitan

Immediate Locale (check as many as may apply)
__Industrial ___ Commercial _v_Street/Roadside within 20 feet __ Tree Covered (overhanging branches)
Protected from the elements (canopy or enclosure, indoors) _v  Protected from the public (fence or other barrier)

Any other significant environmental factor

[To detail the condition of a monument used the addendum form for Monument’s Condition]

Submission of this form requires at least one type of identification so that you may be contacted
regarding the information on this form. This information will most likely be in the public domain.
Your name is required; please include one (or more) pieces of contact information.

1. If a member of an Allied Order, the name of your camp, auxiliary, tent, circle or corps;
along with your department;

2. Physical Address;

3. Phone Number

4. E-Mail address.

By submitting this, you are allowing the posting of this information on the internet.

Inspector Identification Date of On-site Survey 9/28/2025

Your Name SANDRA (SANDY) COLE FLORES

Address 12201 SE 64TH STREET

City OKLAHOMA CITY State OKLA Zip Code 73150
Telephone (405) 863-7226 E-Mail FLORESBRDLDY@aol.com

Are you a member of the Allied Orders of the G.A.R.? If so, which one?

Supplemental Background Information

In addition to your on-site survey, any additional information you can provide on the described Memorial will be welcomed.
Please label each account with its source (author, title, publisher, date, pages). Topics include any reference to the points
listed on this questionnaire, plus any previous conservation treatments - or efforts to raise money for treatment. Photographs
& GPS Co-ordinates are very much desired.

Pages 4 & 5 attached to this electronic file are the Monument's Condition and the Narrative forms. Only the Monument's Condition
form is required if you are requesting grant money using form CWM-62 SUVCW Memorial Grant Application Form and Instructions.

Please mail (or e-mail pdf, and picture files) to:
Walt Busch, PDC, Chair, 1240 Konert Valley Dr., Fenton, MO 63026, cwmemorials@suvcw.org (314) 630-8407

Thank you for your help, and attention to detail.

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War - Civil War Memorials Committee.

>This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2023 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation



FORM CWM #61 ADDENDUM 1
SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM
ADDENDUM — MONUMENT’S CONDITION

Completion of this form is required when requesting grant money using form CWM-62 SUVCW Memorial Grant
Application Form and Instructions.

Condition Information

Structural Condition (check as many as may apply)

The following section applies to Monuments with Sculpture, and Monuments without Sculpture including the base for
Monuments with Cannon. Instability in the sculpture and its base can be detected by a number of factors. Indicators may
be obvious or subtle. Visually examine the sculpture and its base.

Sculpture Base

If hollow, is the internal support unstable/exposed?

(Look for signs of exterior rust)
Any evidence of structural instability?

(Look for cracked joints, missing mortar or caulking or plant growth)
Any broken or missing parts?

(Look for elements (i.e., sword, musket, hands, arms, etc. - missing

due to vandalism, fluctuating weather conditions, etc.)
Any cracks, splits, breaks or holes?

(Also look for signs of uneven stress & weakness in the material)

Surface Appearance (check as many as may apply)

Black crusting

White crusting

Etched, pitted, or otherwise corroded (on metal)
Metallic staining (run-off from copper, iron, etc.)
Organic growth (moss, algae, lichen or vines)
Chalky or powdery stone

Granular eroding of stone

Spalling of stone (surface splitting off)

Droppings (bird, animal, insect remains)

Other (e.g., spray paint graffiti) - Please describe...
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Does water collect in recessed areas of the Memorial? Yes v No Unabile to tell

Surface Coating

Does there appear to be a coating? Yes _v No Unable to determine
If known, identify type of coating.

Gilded Painted Varnished Waxed Unable to determine
Is the coating in good condition? __Yes _ No __ Unable to determine

Basic Surface Condition Assessment (check one)
In your opinion, what is the general appearance or condition of the Memorial?
v Well maintained Would benefit from treatment In urgent need of treatment ____ Unable to determine

Briefly describe the Memorial (affiliation / overall condition & any concern not already touched on) .

Inspector’s Name SANDRA COLE FLORES Date 9/28/2025

ADDENDUM FORM CWM #61 >This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2023 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation
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Relatives At
Ceremony

. More than 500 war veterans |
families and friends attended
Memorial day services, honoring

! Comanche county’s war dead, at

 Highland cemetery here Monday

' afternoon.

: Veterans Speak

! Vefera‘ns. Friends,
|

5k !

Grant Matheny, Lawtop, a vet-{
, | eran of the World war, and Le-
muel C. Coffin, a veteran of the
| Civil war, were the program
) speakers. |
“Memorial day services, one of
| the most beautiful of all American |
|| ' observances, was born May 30,
L, 1867 in Logan county Mississippi,
. where the good ladies of the com-
| | munity strew flowers on the graves
of their Confederate husbands
| sons and brothers, and in the same
L . cemetery, carefully placed wreaths
, at the tombs of Union soldiers who
fell in the same battle with their
;lovod ones,"” said Matheny.
. “Oklahoma joined the other
i states of the Union in holding Me-
| morial day services 19 years ago,
' in memory of the boys who laid
! their lives on the altar of freedom
' for our nation,” he said.
; Fought In Virginia
|  Ceol. Coffin, who fought with
| Company D. 175th Inf, New York
| volunteers, in the Civil war, re-
| peated the Gettysburg address. He
has been on the Memorial day
service program here for years.
“I fought at the hattle of Cedar
Creek, in northern Virginia, the
" only. battle lost and won by both
the Northern and Seouthern arm-
| ies,” said Col. Coffin,
| The First Field Artillery band
‘from Fort Sill opened the pro-

(See Page 2, No. §)

gram. Invocation was said by

P T e

Clipped By:
floresbrdldy
Sep 27,2025

Copyright © 2025 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.



News

b oi)]nncest'l:i-"

https://www.newspapers.com/image/873472469/

The Lawton Constitution (Lawton, Oklahoma) - Sun, Jun 23, 1940 -

Page 3
Downloaded on Sep 26, 2025

Wedding
Family éﬁeﬁng Is
Sl

BY ANNA RVAN
Klgin Staff Writer

TR scors and ssven years
ago aur fathers brought forih
upan the eontinent & pew nation

Withaut thess worids il
by the 82 year ald Civil War vels
eral, L. © Coffin, Comanche coun-
ty patriotic or memarial servies
would be complate. By Uhe speak-
e s his ¥1 your old wife, his
and Belpmate far sevens

com;
ty yeurs
Beventy y
of active i
2%, s thelr 7o
sary, Baventy years
wers married in (0 of her
father's home, though Mrs. Coffin
I axyn now that she can remsmber

exnctly how It loaksd upon that
day.

Marriedl In lown

Lemusl Cart Coffin, airendy &
vetaran of the war hetwesn the
wintes, and Miss Fapuie Clah wers
married In Maguoketn, In. and
wend 1o lve on  an Jown farm
There they plunted the trees up-
| dor which they plenicked on thelr
| 1k anniversary. From there they
moved fo Holfe, In. and entersd
the real @ livery stabls
business r (hey operatsd a
hardware store in Lyons, Neb, and
from there came te  Oklahoma,
drew the farm west of Elgin, and
opened & generul store In Elgin,
drove back fart
farm for 28 years, 18 of thess
years with barse and buggy. They
never minsed n day on secount of
sickness or bad weathor. Well was
this store named “The OM Re-
liable”

On JTune 3 1930, the Masanle
hall above their siore wis fliled
with friends wnd relatives whe
came to halp fiem celebrate their
gniden wedding maniversary. At
this eelobration the grandchildren
took an active part is the program.
of the 12 great
will be resent.
Among them wi year
nld Nea! Coffin, the oldest great
grundson and the only one by the
name of Coffin. Neal will inYterit &
family heirivom. n swo
yoar

Ereat grewt grandfather
New York Native
Mr. Coffin wis born on French
N

many who died

At sem and who fought bn the war
for Independence

Caffin is past departmant com-

mander of the G, A B of Okl

homa und s now one of the two

surviving weterana af the Civll wa

teneded the nattonal encampments
of the G. A. R until the Tast fen
years In attending these they sow
most of the United States

Nob.; and Pilot Na, 407, ::
i Landge Na, E

He was made » Muson in Hum
bolt, In. in 1

Lawton and is & Charter member
of Lawton chapter 44, also of Law-
ton Commandry, 18 He is & mem-
?rnerIl’el.«t:Nu MILOO

Active (hurch Mensber
Mrx. Coffin i an active mem-
ber of the Methodist
of the Eastern Star

Elgin Couple Observes 70th

Planned For -

* gtore. Mr. and Mrs. (

T
i palrs, records dinclosed Ba

Anniversary Sunday
Happy After 70 Y ears Together ‘

ME. and MRS, L. €. COFFIN

L. C. Coffin Store At Elgin

>, COFFIN
L abuwve, [ro
Comunche county t
wtih horse and

h of their store.
olished

ua las
ity permit ke §3530 floor re-
ay

EAT—
SUNDAY DINMNER AT

SLAYTON'S

bétier fried chicken. bhon
and turiey chojee  of
oenta, fresh vegetables and

oo || Job Black with

Private Dining Boom

2 doors east of B, O, '.‘ . —
S
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Comanche County's Last Veteran
Of Civil War Dies New Year's Day

Lemuel Carl Coffin, 93, Was Pioneer Elgin
Merchant, Organizer Of Masonic Lodges

Someone else, other than a Civil War veteran, will have
to deliver Lincoln's immortal Gettsburg Address at future
Comanche county Memorial Day services,

Ninety-three-year-old Lemuel Carl Coffin, the county's
lone survivor of the war between the states and traditionally
the venerable soldier called upon to repeat Lincoln's words,
was dead today.

The former Union soldier died suddenly of a heart attack
at 3 p. m. Thursday, New Year's Day, on the steps of his
farm home two miles west of Elgin. He had enjoyed reason-

P . % # s «tbly good health for his ex-

treme age until he was strick-
en. He died instantly with-

‘F our SCOI‘E And out regaining consciousness,
e Wife And Son Present

+  His wife of almost 72 years and

e _ a son, George, were at home At

: : the time, The body was brought to
Becker Funeral home here, pend-
ing completion of burial arrange-
ments,

A ploneer of this county, pro-
prietor of a general store at Eigin
for 25 years and a leader in Ma-
sonic lodge work, Mr. Coffin was
born Feb, 23, 1848, on French
mountain, near Lake George, N. |
Y. He was a descendant of sea-
faring men, some of the first to
settle in America, and one-time |
owners of Nantucket island, The
family history shows many who
died at sea and who fought in the
war for Independence.

Volunteered At 16

At 18, he volunteered for service
in the war between the states, en-
listing with the 171st New York
Infantry on Sept. 5, 1864,

After the war, on June 23, 1870,
he was married to Fannie Gish in
Magquoketa, Ia. They lived on an
Towa farm for 10 years, moved to
Rolfe, Iowa, to open a real estate
and livery stable business, Later,
they operated a hardware*store in
Lyons, Neb., and from there came
to Oklahoma at the opening to
draw a farm wes' of Elgin.

Opening a general store in El-
gin, Mr. Coffin, for 16 years. drove
from his farm home fo town with

o
[
¥

horse and buggy. He and Mrs, Cof- |
{fin never missed a day, despite |
some bad weather, and their store
earned the name: “The Old Re-
linble,"

Observed 70th Anniversary
The Coffins celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in the Ma-|

(See Page 0, Col. 1)

Blizzard Hits
Middlewest

Warmer Weather Seen
| In Oklahoma Tonight

(By United Press) |

The coldest temperatures in a]-|
most two years put Oklahoma in
ear flaps and muffiers today sl‘
the first widespread midwestern
blizzard of the winter blocked
roads with snow and fee In four |
states and the west was under a,
covering of white from Canade to
Mexico. |
More than twenty four inches of |
One of the last pletures in |snow was reported at Des Moines, |
publie of L. € Coffin, shove, | 1OWE. |

. i Temperatures in Oklahoma 111'1!
wis misde by The Constitution |, Jow of four degrees early today

at the 1M1 Memorinl Day Ser- |at Elk City and Ponca City, two 1
viees at Highland cemetery north | degree- below the previous mini-
of Lawton. This picture is shown |TMum of five degrees recorded on |

Jan, 27, 1940 |

above. It was taken after his Ty Manidan i
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Buried At Elgin

“home, Lawton, was in charge of ar-

~store in Elgin for 25 years. His wife.

Lemuel CoffinIs -

Last Civil War Vet
*Of County Succumbs

Sevenly-six years after- he was
discharged from- the IUnion Army
because of physical disability, Le-
muel Carl Coffin, the last Ciwil
War. veteran of Comanche county,
was buried Monday.at Elgin.

» Services were held at 2 p. m. at
Elgin Methodist church. The Rev,
W. W. Martin, pastor officiated.
Burial was in fhe Elgin cemetery.

Masonic services were held at
the grave, conducted by Pilot lodge
No. 3687, Elgin. Becker Funeral

rangements,.

Mr. Coffin enlisted Sept. 5, 1864
in the Union Army when he was
16 years old and was assigned to
Company D, 175th New York Vol-
unteers, an infantry unit. He was
discharged June 25, 1865, for reason
of physical dlsablhly. his genealogy
records show.

Memorial day services will neot
be the same in this military area
with Mr. Coffin dead., For years, |
he had delivered Lincoln's Gettyu-‘
burg address at the annual services
He was a pioneer in this plains
country, having operated a general

to whom he had been married near-
ly 72 years, and a son, George, are
among the immediate survivors.
Mr. Coffin was born Feb. 23,
1848 on French mountain, near
L.ake George, N. Y. He and his
wife lived in Rolfe, lowa; and Ly-
ons, Neb., before moving to Okla-
homa 4 i
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L.C. COFFIN, 1913-14, Department
Commander of the Oklahoma GAR.




