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Grand Illuminations 
 

During and a*er the Civil War, "illumina5ons" referred to public displays of light, o*en 
involving fireworks and window-ligh5ng, to celebrate victories, poli5cal events, or to 
commemorate the war. These illumina5ons were a form of mass celebra5on and a way to express 
na5onal unity and pride, par5cularly in the a*ermath of the war. 

In recogni5on of this month’s 160th anniversary of the end of the Civil War, and to help us 
beIer understand the joyful and celebratory fervor that permeated the Union a*er four long 
years of strife, here are some contemporary accounts of illumina5ons that took place across the 
country, in ci5es both large and small: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smyrna Times, Smyrna, Delaware 

Vol. X, No. 44, p. 2, col. 1 — April 13, 1865 

The Kansas Patriot, Burlington, Kansas Vol. 1, No. 30, p. 3, col. 1 — April 15, 1865 

Rutland Weekly Herald, Rutland, Vermont 
Vol. 71, No. 14, p. 4, col. 1 — April 6, 1865 
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Illumina5ons also took place in the western states and even in the vanquished South! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 May we always be mindful of 
the hardships and sacrifices that our 
ancestors endured, which lead to 
such widespread expressions of 
jubila:on 160 years ago! 
 

Numquam obliviscaris! 
 

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 
Tad D. Campbell, PCinC 

Na:onal Patrio:c Instructor 

The Black Republican, New Orleans, Louisiana 

Vol. 1, No. 2, p. 2, col. 3 — April 22, 1865 

The Weekly Union Record, Oroville, California 
Vol. 12, No. 24, p. 3, col. 2 — April 15, 1865 


