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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM

Type of Memarial {check all applicabie)
___Monument with Scuipture  without Scubture __ with Cannon standalone Cannon
___ Hstorical Marker __;~"Plaque ___ Other { fiag pole G.AR. buildings, staned glass windows, etc.}

Affiliation
GAR MOLLUS L~ SuUvew WRC ASUVEW
LGAR DUVCW Other

H knowm, recond name and numbes of pond. Gemie, aorpm, ausiliaty, Ml chreh o ipsropeiate mkitmalion ol ol griags

G%-Gr:.ﬁv.“ffe Daa{sg 75 Q—-%: Md?‘meg{ TA

Original Dedication Date Wfﬂ._ﬂ&ﬂfmwanﬂnllrmpmmr archies for a local paper's astiche
thel would have infomation on the firsfdedication baremony: andlor othes facts on the memanisd. Please submit a copy of your ndings
with full identification of the paperd dals of put dicaliva. Thank you.

Location
The Memorid & currently localed at
Street/Road address or site location Rethel Cometer.s
} _GPS Coordinates_ 4 2,9794€2 ~73 £22.3¢7
City/Vilage &deF-+o whaD he o » y P
tale L ouia _ZipCode _S2147

t/ quepup- one mit!l arpve Ha u’FZJfgrway /8

The front of the Memoria facess  North  South  East

Government Body, Agency, or Individual Owner (s r'r Howin

Name

Dept./Div. A
Street Address

City State Zip Code

Contact Person Telephone{ ) ext _

ls Memorial on the National Register of Historic Places  Yes &~No 1D # f known

For Monuments with/without scuipture: b"'.!- A/,‘:‘- 473/3 / ?

Physical Details
Matenial of Monument or base under a Sculpture o Cannon = Stone Concrate Matal Ciher

Itkngwm, name specific makerial golor olgranide, marbie, elc. }

Matgrsal of the Sculptorne Stone Concrete Mistal Othar s il hallow or sohd?
i known, name specific matenal (color of granite. marble, et )

>THs form may be photoc opied DI007-2015 Sons of Union Veterans of Lhe Civil War,a Corporation



FORM O M#GT Pace 2

For Historic Marker or Plague:
Matsrial of Plague of Hstorical Marker/ Tabiet=_ S7-ee |

For Cannons with/without monument:

Material of Cannon = Bronze fon  Type of Cannon (F known) =
Rfled _ YES NO
Markings: Muzzie Base Ring/Breech
Left Trunion Right Trunion
ks nert ammunition & part of the Memaorial? Yos Mo
jFor camp/dapartmenl monuments officers use Cannon on kst of known ordnance) Yes Mo

For Other Memorlals: flag pole GAR. buildings siined glass windows, etc)
What best dizscnbes the memonial
Materials of the Memonial

Complete for All Memorials
Approximate Dimensions (ndicae unit of measure) - taken from Laflest / widest points

Z" e /2 wadh Depth or Diameter

For Memaorials with muliple Sculphusnes. plesse recond this infonmatiorson a separate sheet of paper for sach stafue (service, pose o)
and attach ki this fom. Pleass desaibe the "pose”™of each statue and anvy wes ponsmplemends invohved (in case your pholos becoms
sepasied from this formy, Thank you!

Markings/Anscriptions on sione-work / metalwork of monument, base, sculpture)
Maker or Fabricator madd name? 1fso, give name & location fournd

Please attach legiie photographs of all text 2/or Record the ted in the space below  Please use the addendum —
narrative sheet I necessary.

>This fsrm may be photocopied.< C2007.2015 Sens of Uklon Veterans of the Civil War,a Corporaion.




FOARM O MG Pace 3

Environmental Setting
{The genemnl vidinity and imrmecksle locals surmoundmg s memoal can playa mager role in its overall condition )

Type of Lo z&ion

_ " Ceametery _ Pax ___PlazalCourtyad ___ "Town Squars” _ Posl Office
____ Srhool — Mumicipal Bulkfing _ State Capitol ___ Courthouse ___ Cofi=sge Campus
___ Traffic Circle ___Library Cther.

Gen Yicinity
fow population, open land)  _ Suburban {residential nearciy) _ Town _ Lirban / Metropoltan

Immediate Locale icheck a3 many as may apply) (e,
___Industrial _ Commercial ____ Strest/Roadside within ____Tres Covered {overhanging branches)
Protectad from the elemet ks {canopy of enclosure, indoors) _ Proleced from the public fence or other barmer)

Ary other significant emaronmental factor

[To detadl the cosdition of @ monument used the addendum form for Monument's Conditior)

Supplemental Background Information

In addtion to your on-site survay, any addtional nfonmation you can provide on the descibed Memorial will be welcomed,
Please label each account with ks source (suthor, title publisher, date, pages). Topics ntlude any reference to the ponts
iisied on thes queshonnase plus any previous conservation reatments - or efforts to Rise maney for treatment

Addendums attached to ths electrosic file are the Monument’s Condition and the Narrotive forms. Only the Monument’s
Condition form is requived if you are requesting grant money using form CWM-62 SIACW Memoriol Gront Applicotion

Form and instructions. ?! _t'é:‘q_uﬂ" fa-&f?lii?'uq W
h %ﬁ*&‘?'?béffné_ LATO on m? h"‘&“?“ 7/1/1’3
inspector identification Date of On-site Survey _ 7/ i{f iy

Your Name : f

Address
State Aip

oy o —
=B o e

Arg ymg member of the Alied Orders of the GAR.? I so, which one?
Uyt

Piease send this completed form lo;

Walt Busch PDC, Chair
1240 Konert Valley Dr.
Fanlon, MO 83026

Thank you for yowr help, and attention to detal
Sons oF UNrow VETERANS oF THE Givil War ~ Gvi War MeEmoriaLs GOMMITTEE

*This foem may be phoocopizd < C2007-2015 Sonsof Urion Velerans of the Civil War, a Corporation
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Departmaent of lowa - Civil War Monuments
Fayette County - Hawkeye

Lamt Soldier Jokn Gager Memorial

John Thursion Gager (1840-1939) was the last Civil War Soldier in Fayette County He was a2 member of Co. 8 105th llnois
Infantry. See the obituary below for much more information. The Last Soldier plague was imtalled ang the ceremony honorning
hm were hald September 10, 2005 at Bethel Cemetery iIn NW Faystte County. Between West Urion and Fradericksburg on
Highway 18. take ¥V Avenue north one mile to the cemetery, Thank you 1o Fon Ritted for providng the obiduary and o Court Stahr
for his leadership In obtainmg the plaque and honoring John Gager. Photos taken 772113

R e iowrp. hebnarrnomume s, Ooms/ cgi—-bin/gasrdpral pIT1 37 357 1504 Page 1= H



/7" LAST AMERICAN
"-CIVIL WAR SOLDIER
. of FAYETTE COUNTY, IOWA

'JOHN THURSTON GAGER

CO. B, 105™ ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER
INFANTRY

November 11, 1840- November 24, 1939

e
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Fomny Chell Mg MAGPETre

The ihree mervisiog el une vetermas  of Fayette count:
altended Ihe Nfty-Nfth and last ansus reunlon of the Fayettr
County Veterama' nmsocintion at W rut LU'nion, Ia, Tharsday. Leh
o right: HirnmF. Foater, Jubin T, Gager and Franklis 5 Downa,
They decided Ihey were e < I te mrel mgmin.
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Hama Thord Yoar Madiimrsite

The Fapette Tounty Wnion

Wesi Lnion, lowa

“ovember 3, 1939

JOHN T. GAGER BURIED SUNDAY AT

Page |

AGE OF 99

Last Surviving Civil War
Veteran Writes (wn
Obituary n 1911

HAWKEYE - John |, Gager. oldest
resident and kst Givil war wieran of
Fayetle county, wes buricd Sendas =
Bethel cometory.  folhommg  senvices
conduied by Rev. (. Danc lloggc.
Hawheve, and R ey E. G Hunt, Mount
Yomon, in e Mghedmr church in
Alpha Rev. font bapered Mr Gager
and hix Family when they jomed the
Atpho church 5 vears ago.

All posts in the couny of the
American |epion wotc feprescntcd
thc military Tuneral hdd with the civil
servwoes,  Estmuies placed the mumbser
o Legonraines wiending ot 00 to 150,
More than 39 m al atended the
Mervice

[Fiew [Frinday

Mhe aped veteran dicd cark Fridn
moming a1 the home of his onk
surviving v, Emest Gager. who hves
o Highwey $B just st the junction of the
Alpha rusd, |3 days after celehemting bis

birthduy. lle was in fur bealth w
that fime snd shle 1o repest the Lord’s
Frayer word for word, M Caager
reports, however . that they coukd wee the
deciine bepnnmg only twa Oy beter

Mr. Gager whoie i own obituan
dated Jan, 1. 1911, which e entrusted 1o

ITREY.F T e o U 4 Do 00T € - s | e i bt 1 YT R T AN

the care of Mrs. Emeyl Gager o 1926,
Bevouse o tells the story of his Ife
clearly and completely, the limion s
repantey & sorbalim, with e
perission of [.mest Cisger:

John Thurston Cager wias bom in
Broome County, N. Y, Nov. 17, 1840
Lived with hi parents in Broome snd
Cherymy counties unil Seprembee (RS
when  the Temily mosed W Wlinoss,
lunding n Chicago, Oct 9 (having kaken
bwo woeks for the journey by canal and
takes). hence o DuPage coumly. where
be lived untd 1872 M. Gager obtainesd
s edocssnn by stending the winter
terms of the dismict achool. and
atiending onc winter 1em ol the {Jak
Park high school,

He spemt s time mainhy oa the
farm of his feher until e Civil war
whan he enfided in Jul, 1862, inCo. B,
105" Reg. M, Vol. infimin, and served
throe yearsas follows:

Exprricnces Tohl

(rossed the Obv River a1
Louwsille, Ky, in (ktober 1862
recewved onders and started immedinie ]y
na a forced muwch theough Shelbywlle to
trank fodt, arrived st w0 lime o sawe the
g bridge over the Kenlucky faer
which had heen set on fev by the
retreating rebd army,

{hen marching, skirmishing sl
fightng through Vlanssille, Cow Cits.
Munlordsville, Bowling Girven,

B4 L
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Scottsville and numerous other places n
Kenscky;, Gataiin,  Tunmel  Hill,
MNashville. Lavergne, Murfireeshom,
Sione  River. Tullshoma and through
Chatanooga, Tenn., Bridgepont  and
Stepheson, Ala., and Lookoul Mounigin,
Ga.

tere i Lookout valley, Sherman
scorganived bis army peeparmtory o the
Adlanta campaign in the sprng of 1864,
Starting May 2. and campaigning
throvgh Burzzard Roost, Dakon, Ringold,
Resaca, Big Shamty, Alatoonn, Marictia,
Chattaboochee, Peach Tree Crock and
enicred the city of Allonta, Sept 2
making 138 miles n fur months.

Then through with Sherman from
Atlania 1o the sca. reaching the cosst x
Savanna. Ga, Dec, 20, Crssed over the
Savanna Kiver Jan | 1865 and raiding
through Scowh and North Carolina,
reached the vicinity of (ddsboro and
Raleigh, N C.. carly in April. and being
near Raleigh a1 the dose of the war.

Joined Sherman

Then marched through by way of
Richmond and the famots Virginia
hatdefields 10  Washingion, ard
marching with Sherman's army in the
eranct resew ol 250,000 wroops through
Pennsyhcania Avenue, May 23, 1865,

Camped st outside Washington on
the old Rewlutionary batdeficld of
Bladensburg, Md. licre. abow (hree
weeks, was mustered o and iransported
v rad trough DBalimore, Hamisburg
and Pitsburgh to Chicage and reached
home 1he latier part of Junc, but 8 small
rempant  of the reginent that  had
marded south three years hefiore.,

Foliowing the dose of the war, Me,
Cuger pad his small savings tovard the
purchase of a farm of 60 sres adjoning
his fisher's, later completing e
payent  of this amd purchasing an
additional 15 acres. lere he resded

HITIR? e e ettt et ol fgh- D pastdei it ol M1 37137 S4ER

until 1872, when he sdd his fam and
removed to Bethel Township. Tay ctie
County, lowa, where he purchased a
farm of 240 acres which he built up and
improved umil 1892, when he keft the
farm and removed ®© the willoge of
Alpha, where he lived a semi-retingd life
from exacting duties, but was apparcnily
always busy.

He was wunited in macrisge. n
ciober 1865, with Mgy Sanh [,
Austin, Downer's Girove, I, (X the
chifdren bom © them, o diec o
wnfiancy, Ade . & the age of sewen,
Alice 22 Clarence 400 Elmer 31, (lara
52 and Fvas2,

His wife ded Sept 28 1886. 1k
waes a member of the Methudist
Episcopal church & Bethel, and luter of
the Congregational church a2 Alpha,
ahways contrtbuting fech of his (me
and means 1 church and Sunday scwol
work and sening many enms  as
superiniendent of #e  Sunday  schools
both at Bethel and Alpha.

Mr. Gager was always faithful i the
duties of citizenshin, filling vanous
offices on ibe school board i the
township affairs, and many lerms. as
SCCTCTAry of Bethd Cemuteny
assocision, Bethel Creamery company;
Alpha Creamery company and prestlent
of Alpha Telephone company.

" Societiex |lued

I fiaema socicties be was an
active member of Rethel Grange Patrons
of Hushandry. Alpha lodge No. 134,
Independent Order o Good Templars,
and Waucoma post 171, Geend Army of
the Republic.

e was agnm united D martag: n
Sepicmber  IBBY with Mrs. Sarah A
Pawl, Waucoma, lowa. who passed v he
grea beyond n March 1913,

All his life having scep so mawh ol

the e¢vil of intemperance he was bitter

o — L e s
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and unrelenting foe of the saloon, and
always and a1 all times working for the
sdvancement of the cause of semperance.

N made dear or (o be added © his
owa obivary & tha 0 children were
born 0 his et mamage. George and
Fdith were those dving 0 nfiancy.
Charles {i. ded last August, and Emest
R. ® the only serviving son (One sisier,
Mni. Abigail Rxue, San Antonio, Tex.,
Ao survives him, 12 grandchildren, 29
greal-grandchildren and one greal greal
grandchildren.

Relatives flom away atending the
service were M, and Mrs. Owrie Palmer

BT iy, hoveae vl was M Ments. com// o -Hn/ gasrdprime pi? 137357 3838
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akl family, Lanesbore, MAinn: ‘iss
Vialet Robinson, Awustin, Minn,; Me
And Mrs. R R (ager, Waterloo: Mr
And M, Elbert Mcimyre, West Union;
Mr. And Mrs. Charles CGager. Hober and
Jean, Ve, And Mrs. Lawrence ke oger,
Ar. And Mrs, Joack DBaode, all o
Monona; Mr, And Mrs, Al Gager.
Mrs. Iisa Gager, Mr. Aad Mes. | BL
Temm and Comily, Mr, And Mrs. W alter
Bemis snd family, Hawkeye: MNeo And
Mrs. 5. B. Shaw, Mrs. Allied Nesart.
Mr. And Mrs. Archic Stewart and M
Jack Lindsay, all of Oelwein.
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