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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM 

Type of Memorial (check all applicable) 
.Monument with Sculpture _without Sculpture _with Cannon _standalone Cannon 
__ Historical Marker p"Plaque _Other ( flag pole, G.AR. buildings, stained glass windows, etc) 

Affiliation 

.GAR MOLLUS 
LGARR _DUVCW 

• WRC ASUVCW 

Ge . G e l l e  De,e «7s De Mones TA 

Original Dedication Date La5gt /o _ o S_ Pease  consult  arytall  n e wspap er  archives tor a local paper's article 
that would have information on Ea6Emory anlor other facts on the memorial Please submit a copy of your findings 

with full identific n  of  the  paper& date of pub licatio n.  Thank  you  

County fa ette State Ea«a zip Code 5a147 
V queue- ee » l e + iv  FlJkaaq 18 

The front of the Memorial faces: _North _South _East West 

Location 

The Memorial is currently located at 
Street/Road address or site location_ Bethel_ ('eeteref 

GPS Coordinates <4a'79148 -7a2 0aa2367 
yviage @+or ro of__ e.  %  lhle= 

Government Body, Agency, or individual Owner (L 4 g  
Name Io Dept/Div. _ 
Street Address 
e» s ea 
Contact Person Telephone( ) 

ls Memorial on the National Register of Historic Places _Yes Le 1p # if known_ 

For Monuments with/without sculpture: 
Physical Details 
Material of Monument or base under a Sculpture or Cannon = _Stone_ Concrete _Metal _Other 
lfknown, nae p80if nae%al (Color 0f9ran, n1a0bl0et}_ 

This form may be photocopied« 02007-201 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War,A Corporation 



• 
OM (WM6L 

For Historic Marker or plague: 

Material of Plaque or Historical Marier/ Tablet 

for Cannons with/without monument: 

Material of Cannon a Bronze .Iron Type of Cannon (if known) 
Ried .YES NO 

Markings Muzzle Base Ring/Breech 
Left Trunion, Right Trunion 
ls inert ammunition a part of the Memorial? Yes .No 

[For carp/department monuments officer's use Cannon on list of known ordinance] Yes 

For Other Memorials: (flag pole, GAR. buildings, stained glass windows, etc.) 

What best d esc ribes  the  memonal 

Materials of the Memorial 

No 

Complete for All Memorials 
Approximate Dimensions (indicate unit of me sure) - taken from tallest / widest points 

eont, " wam oeomo _Diameter 

For Memorials with multiple Sculptures, pease record this inor non a separate sheet of paper for each statue (rvie, pot,etc) 
and attach to this form Please describe the poof each statue and any apomnplerents involved (in Carse your photos boor 

8pated fromn this form) Thank you 

Markings/inscriptions (on stone-work I metal -work of monument, base, sculpture) 

Maker or Fabricator mark/ name ? ifs0 give name & location found 

Please attach legible photographs of all text &Mor Record the text in the space below. Please use the addendumn  
narrative sheet if necr »say 

>This form may be photocopr° d.< 02007-2015 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War,A Corporation 



OM 0WM61 foe a 

Environmental Setting 
(he general vicinity ad irnrne date looa sf four9a me0no0ia ca ply8 mm.a.0r role in is 0era Condition) 

T�ocatlon 
School 
Traffic Circle 

• Plaza/Courtyard 
• State Capitol 00.- _ 

General Vicinity 
_L. Rural (low population, open land) • Suburban (residential, near city) _. Town Urben / Metropolitan 

Immediate Locale (check as mamy a my po+y) Ce.Lr 
.Industrial _Commercial _Street/Roadside within 20 _Tree Covered (overhanging branches) 
.Protected from the elements (canopy or enclosure, indoors) Protected from the public (fence or other barrier) 

Any other significant environmental factor 

[To detail the condition of a monument used the addendum form for Monument's Condition] 

Supplemental Background Information 
In addition to your on-site survey, any additional information you an provide on the described Memorial will be reloomed 
pe.ease label each account with its source (author, title, publisher, date, pages) Topics include any reference to the points 

listed on this questionnaire, plus any previous Conservation treatments - or etorts to raise money for treatment 

<zdi; h.-Arr 
%  lbre' op on vtswr+ 7/=/13 

Inspector Identification Date of On-site Survey Z/[1 
Your Name 7 
Address 
c su Ei  znco .= 
reie Fi adre an 

Are you_a member of the Allied Orders of the GAR.? If so, which one? 

54cu 

Addendums attached to this le ironic file are the Monument's Condition and the Narrative forms. Only the Monument's 
Condition form is required if you are requesting grant money using form CWM-62 SUVCW Memorial Grant Application 

Form and instructions. 

please send this completed form to: 
Watt Busch, PDC, Chair 

1240 Konert Valley Dr. 

Thank you for your help, and attention to detail 

SONS OF UNION VE TEANS OF THE CIVIL. WAR - CIVIL. WAR MEMORIALS COMMITTEE.. 

02007-2015 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation 
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Department of lowa - Civil War Monuments 
Fayette County - Hawkeye 

Last Soldier John Gager Memorial 

John Thurston Gager (1840-1939) was the last Civil War Soldier in Fayette County.He was a member of Co. B, 105th Illinois 
Infantry. See the obituary below tor much more information The Last Soldier plaque was installed and the ceremony honoring 
him were held September 10, 2005 t Bethel Cemetery in NW Fayette County Between West Union and Fredericksburg on 
Highway 18, take V Avenue north one mile to the cemetery Thank you to Ron Rittel for providing the obituary and to Court Stahr 
for his leadership in obtaining the plaque and honoring John Gager Photos taken 7/2/13 
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http//wwow.acwonts.con/cg-bi/go4033$3..8 



le%Ce.0. 

LAST AMERICAN 
CIVIL WAR SOLDIER 

of FAYETTE COUNTY, IOWA 

JOHN THURSTON GAGER 

CO. B, 105" ILLINOIS VOLUNTEER 
INFANTRY 

November 1 1 ,  1840-  November 24, 1939 

8/15/16.6494 

Pae?of6 



The Last Reunion 

7% tee rfsf ell.d tr veter.so of tte toity 
attended t fit.ft la el ell of ti Fette 
County tern .vol.ti.a t et lo., la, Try Lett 
to right; Mire. Poter, lo T Gaer ad FF'null , D 

decide t wre tr . t  pct le, 

(La.A 1 7 . 1 3 s  

http//0.eve0000/e/.0490433$3... 



he faette ountp @inion 
wet lnion, low a 

November 30, 1939 l'age l 

JOHN T. GAGER BURIED SUNDAY AT 

AGE OF 99 

Last Surviving Ciwil War 
Veteran Writes Own 

Obituary in 191l  

HAW4FYE Joh T Gager, oldest 
nesident and let Civil war veer of 
Fayette county, war buried dy at 
bethel cemetery, following services 
conduced by Rev. C. De Hogie, 
Hawley, ad R e. E  Glunt. Mount 
Vernon, in the Methodist etch in 

Alpha Rew. Hunt baptized Mr Gager 
ad hi family when they joined the 
Alpha church 0 year ago 

All posts in the county of he 
America Legion were repo se  lied  a  
the  military funeral bed with the civil 
ervics. Etirate paced te re 

of Legir maines attending at lo0 to I0 
More than 31$9 in all it die d  the  

Die  Frid 
The aged veteran died early Friday 

morning at the hone of h only 
surviving so, Leet Gaer, whe lives 
o igory l jar at the junction of te 

Alpha rod, I3 day after eletting his 
99 ldy.  le  was in fair health at 
th tine, ad able to fepat th Loeds 
fryer wed foe word Me. Oger 
reports, however,th they could ee the 
decline beginning only two dyle 

M Gaer wrote his own obite.y, 
dated han 1, I41, which he entrusted o 

the care of Mrs. Ernest 6ager in 126 
lee it tells the story of h ife 

clearly ad completely, the thnion is 

reprinting it verbatim, with the 
permission of L nest Gage 

oh Tuton Gager was born in 
Broome County, N. Y, Nov 17, I40 
Lived with his parents in eoome ad 
theemung counties until September 1$$ 

when the family moved te [lliois, 
landing in Chicago, Oet. (having taken 
two weel for tee journey by caal ad 
lake), thence e Dute county, where 
he lived until I87 Me Gager obtained 
hi education by attending the winter 

terms of tde distriet school, ad 
attending one winter term of the Ok 
Puri high school 

He spent his tire mainly o the 
farm of his father until the Civil war, 
when he enlisted in July 16, in Co. B, 

10s"Reg. IHI. Vol. Infantry, and served 
thee years.a follows 

E.princes Told 
Crossed the Ohio River at 

Louisville, Ky., in October 1$62 
resewed order and stated ire ditch 
on foeed maeh through Shelbyville te 
Prak tot, arrived just in tire to save the 
long bridge over the Kentucky river 
which hued been set on fire by the 
retreating neel arr 

f hen marching. skirmishing and 
fighting through Hartville, ave City, 
Munfordville, Bow ling Green 



 
e%Ced44.00% 
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Scottsville and numerous other places in 
Kentucky; Galatin, Tunnel Hill, 
Nashville, Lavergne, Murfreesboro, 
Stone River, Tullahoma and through 
Chattanooga, Tenn., Bridgeport and 
Stepheson, Ala., and Lookout Mountain, 
Ga. 

Here in Lookout valley, Sherman 
reorganized his army preparatory to the 
Atlanta campaign in the spring of 1864 
Starting May , and campaigning 
through Buzzard Roost, Dalton, Ringold, 
Resaca, Big Shanty, Alatoona, Marietta, 
Chattahoochee, Peach Tree Creek and 
entered the city of Atlanta, Sept. 2, 
making Ii8 miles in four months. 

Then through with Sherman from 

Atlanta to the sea, reaching the coast at 
Savanna, Ga.. Dee. 20. Crossed over the 

Savanna River Jan. 1, 16$ and raiding 
through South and North Carolina, 
reached the vicinity of Goldsboro and 
Raleigh, N. C., early in April, and being 
near Raleigh at the close of the war 

Joined Slerma 
Then marched through by way of 

Richmond and the famous Virginia 
battlefields to Washington, and 
marching with Sherman's army in the 

grand review of 250,000 troops through 
Pennsylvania Awenue, May 23, 1865. 

Camped just outside Washington on 

the old Revolutionary battlefield of 
Bladensburg. Md. Here, about three 
weeks, was mustered out and transported 
by rail through Baltimore, Harrisburg 
and Pittsburgh to Chicago and reached 
home the latter pant of June, but a small 
remnant of the regiment that had 
marched south three years before 

Following the close of the war, Mr 
Gager paid his small savings toward the 
purchase of a farm of 60 acres adjoining 
his father's, later completing the 
payment of this and purchasing an 
additional IS acres. Here he resided 

until 1872, when he sold his farm and 
removed to Bethel Township, Fa ette 
County, Iowa, where he purchased a 
farm of 240 acres which he built up and 
improved until 1892, when he left the 

farm and removed to the village of 
Alpha, where he lived a semi-retired life 
from exacting duties, but was apparently 
always busy, 

He was united in marriage in 
October 1865, with Miss Sarah 
Austin, Downer's Grove, III Of the 

children born to them, two died in 
infancy, Ada I at the age of seven, 
Alice 22. Clarence 40, Elmer I, Clara 

$2 and Fa52. 

His wife died Sept. 28, 1886. He 
was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal chunch at Bethel, and later of 
the Congregational church at Alpha, 
always contributing freely of his ime 
and means to church and Sunday school 
work and serving many terms as 
superintendent of the Sunday schools 
both at Bethel and Alpha 

Mr. Gager was always faithful in the 
duties of citizenship, filling various 
offices on the school board. in the 
township affairs, and many terms. as 
secretary of Bethel Cemetery 
association, Bethel Creamery company; 
Alpha Creamery company and president 
of Alpha Telephone company. 

Societies Listed 
In fraternal societies he was an 

active member of Bethel Grange Patrons 
of Husbandry, Alpha lodge No, 134, 
Independent Order of Good Temp/ars, 
and Waucoma post 174, Grand Army of 
the Republic 

le was again united in marriage in 
September 188 with Mrs. Sarah A. 
Paul, Waucoma, lowa, who passed t the 
great beyond in March 1913 

All his life having seen so mun of 
the evil of intemperance he was bitter 



and unrelenting foe of the saloon, and 
always and at all times working for the 

advancement of the cause of temperance 
Not made clear or to be added to his 

own obituary is that 10 children were 
born to his first marriage. Ocorge and 
Edith were those dying in infaney, 
Charles G. died last August, and Ernest 
R. is the only surviving son. One sister, 

Mrs. Abigail Foote, San Antonio, Tex., 

also survives him, I grandchildren, 29 
great-grandchildren and one great great 

grandchildren. 
Relatives from away attending the 

service were Mr and Mrs. Orie Palmer 

http//wwe.lo.cent.co/c9bin/..dp0it4433$/8.. 

and family, Lanesboro, Minn, Miss 
Violet Robinson, Austin, Mina., Mr 
And Mrs. R. R. Gager, Waterloo; Mr 
And Mrs. Elbert Mcintyre, West Lion, 
Mr. And Mrs. Charles Gager. Robert and 
Jean, Mr, And Mrs. Lawrence Kr ger. 
Me And Mrs. Jack Baade, al of 
Monona; Mr. And Mrs. Alva Oger, 
Mrs. Lisa Gager, Mr. And Mrs. 1 H 
Timm and family, Mr. And Mrs. M alter 
Bemis and family, Hawkeye; Mr. And 
Mrs. B. Shaw, Mrs. Alfred Ste want, 

Mr And Mrs. Archie Stewart and Mrs. 
Jack Lindsay, all of Oelwein. 

8/1416.649# 
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