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The Delaney Delacy Guard of Scranton files onto the 
field in front of the Woolson Monument, above, as 
Commander in Chief Don Darby prepares for his 
remarks to those assembled for Remembrance Day 
2005- Beloiv, members of Ross Camp 1 present the 
colors at the annual observance which in 2005 was 
returned to the Woolson Monument from

4i

President Lilncoln (James I 
carriage to deliver the add ^athspresented by the Allied Orders adorn 

^nument on Remembrance Day.

Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War Com
mander in chief Don 
Darby, in white coat, 
and General David V 
Meddert, commander of 
the Sons of Veterans 
Reserve, to his immedi
ate right, march with 
then' aides to the opening 
of Remembrance Day 
Services in Gettysburg in 
November of2005•

Remembrance Day 
Photos by 
Cher Petrovic
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Donald E. Darby
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Dunmore Publishing, Inc.

James B. Pahl, SVC-in-Chief 
Editor and Publisher

General Order 009 2005-2006
l.By a majority vote of the Council of Ad

ministration, a Press Release was approved for 
issue to the news media, and State and local 
government entities.

2.Camps and Departments are directed to 
give the widest possible dissemination of this 
press release. The release is as follows:

“The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War wishes to take this opportunity to alert the 
public to an unfortunate trend in recent years to 
desecrate Civil War Memorials erected in honor 
of the men who fought in the Civil War. The 
biggest problem centers on Civil War Memori
als that include Civil War Cannons. In an all too 
typical scenario, individuals claiming to repre-

(Please turn to Page 4)
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Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
General Orders Series 2005-2006

Donald E. Darby, Commander-in-Chief
1382 Western Ave., Chillicothe, OH 45601-1107 

darby@horizonview.net

fixed to the back of the replacement charter.

General Order 008 2005-2006
l.The Department of Southwest has voted to 

approve the change of their Department name 
to the Department of Texas during their Depart
ment Encampment June, 2005. The Department, 
being unable to locate their original charter, 
also voted at that time to request a new charter. 
Following the vote of the Encampment they 
requested that the Commander-in-Chief grant 
the name change and new charter.

2.1, as Commander-in-Chief, find this re
quest to be well taken and approve the name 
change of the Department of Southwest to the 
Department of Texas.

3.In regard to the issuing of a new charter, I 
approve that request as well with the following 
provision:

a. To retain the Department original date of 
rank, the replacement for the lost charter will 
include all the names of the original charter 
members of the Department of Southwest. If 
these names can not be located, the space will 
be left blank. This General Order will be af-

ON THE COVER - In an early morning mist the 
statue of Father Corby continues to bless those who 
gave the supreme sacrifice on the fields of Gettysburg 
in 1863. Please turn to Page 5 for details of the hon
ors given Father Corby at The University of Notre 
Dame. Photo by John M. Hart Jr.

Phone (740) 772-6018 •

General Order 007 2005-2006
1.Brothers, it is with deepest sympathy and 

a heavy heart that I report the deaths of two 
Real Sons.

2.On 24 December 2005, Brother Julius 
Cogswell Ward, age 84 answered his final 
muster. He was the son of Rev. Julius Augustus 
Ward of the 46th Wisconsin .

3.On 26 January, 2006 , Brother Claremont 
Deem, age 95, answered his final muster. He 
was an active member of the General Benjamin 
Fearing Camp 2,
Department of Ohio.

4.All charters, the National Web site, and 
membership badges will be draped in black for 
thirty (30) days from the date of this General 
Order
Ordered this 3rd Day of February 2006
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“Before Manassas, there ivas Mexico”
Many Civil War leaders and troops got their start in the war with 
Mexico.Leaders like Grant, Sherman, McClellan, and many of 
the soldiers they commanded saw action in the Mexican War.

The Descendants of Mexican War Veterans is an organization of men and 
women who have an ancestor or just an interest in the Mexican War of 1846- 
1848.

National Organization, SUVCW 
Commander-in-Chief Don Darby 
Department of Indiana, SUVCW 
Department Commander Gib Young 
David D. Porter Camp #116, SUVCW 
Camp Junior Vice Commander Cody Shaw
Champion Hill Camp # 17, SUVCW
Member George Foster
Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief Keith Harrison, 
PCinC, SUVCW

Please visit www.dmwv.org for membership information and an application, 
or. send a request with SASE to DMWV, Membership Dept., Box 830482, 
Richardson, Texas, 75083-0482

Decendants of Mexican War Veterans

89 Steinwehr Ave.
Gettysburg, PA
(717) 334-2100

A closing prayer was offered by Camp Chaplain Ed 
Krieser, PCinC, followed by three volleys fired by the 
27th Indiana Infantry, Sons of Veterans Reserve, and 
the 35th Indiana Infantry. The 7lh Indiana Light 
Artillery fired a salute of three rounds followed by 
taps.

George Foster, member of Champion Hill Camp 
#17, Deartment of Indiana, presents wreath at Father 
William Corby statue during Father Corby Ceremony 
at the University of Notre Dame Nov. 12, 23005

Taps was played by Chaplain Mark Heath, PCC, 
Austin Blair Camp # 7, Department of Michigan.

A color guard composed of flags representing the 
Commander-in-Chief, Department of Indiana, 27th and 
35th Indiana Infantry, David D. Porter Camp, 
Champion Hill Camp # 17 and the Notre Dame Army 
Reserve Officers Training Corps participated in the 
ceremony.

Recapture the spirit 

of Gettysburg at 
the historic 
Gettysburg Hotel.

One Lincoln Square, 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 

(717) 337-2000 
Toll Free Reservations:

L866-EST-1797
E-mail - info@hotelgettysburg.com 

www.hotelgetysburg.com

GETTYSBURG
_ HOTEL

A commemorative ceremony was held on the 
University of Notre Dame campus on November 12, 
2005, honoring Father William Corby. The ceremony 
was held to honor his service as a Chaplain in the 
Irish Brigade during the Civil War and establishing 
Grand Army of the Republic Post # 569, Department 
of Indiana. The ceremony was held in front of Corby 
Hall, the location of a duplicate statue of Father 
Corby giving absolution on the Gettysburg 
Battlefield. David D. Porter, Camp # 116 in 
conjunction with the University of Notre Dame, and 
the Army ROTC Unit were involved in planning the 
commemorative ceremony.

Camp Commander Jack Shaw, acting as Master of 
Ceremony, introduced Father William Seetch for the 
opening prayer followed by Father Jim King, C. S. C. 
who related a biographical sketch of Father William 
Corby. Commander-in-Chief Don Darby followed 
with a description of Notre Dame Post # 569, Grand 
Army of the Republic, which was formed by Father 
Corby.

The “Company Singers,” composed of members of 
Champion Hill Camp # 17, Department of Indiana, 
sang two selections, “Battle Hymn of the Republic” 
and “Shall We Gather at the River.” Department of 
Indiana Commander Gib Young is the leader of the 
“Company Singers.”

Porter Camp Senior Vice Camp Commander Mike 
Downs introduced the following individuals who 
placed memorial wreaths in front of the Father Corby 
statue.

..Best western

sent a Civil War Museum approach local offi
cials they perceive to be responsible for the 
Civil War Memorial.

In point of fact, these individuals are 
private collectors or persons acting on behalf of 
private collectors. They make the local officials 
aware of how valuable the cannon is and sug
gest it may be in danger of being stolen or 
damaged. They offer to buy the cannon and 
place it on display at a museum where it will be 
safe for everyone to enjoy. They agree to substi
tute a reproduction so the local community will 
still have a cannon, and it will require little or 
no maintenance.

The price offered to the local officials is 
always far less than the real value of the cannon 
memorial. However, it is always in the thou
sands of dollars and the local officials, often 
being pressured for operating funds, see nothing 
wrong with the arrangement since they will still 
have a cannon reproduction for display pur
poses.

In most cases the local officials, be they 
government, civic or veterans groups, are un
aware that they probably do not hold legal title 
to the cannon they propose to sell. Most of these 
Memorial cannons were placed in cemeteries, 
public squares or community parks by local 
Civil War Veteran’s organizations (GAR) or 
their 
descendants such as the Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War (SUVCW). The SUVCW is a 
Congressionally chartered organization and the 
legal heir to the Grand Army of the Republic 
(GAR). Many of these cannons were either given 
to the GAR or loaned to the GAR or SUVCW by 
the United States Government. Those on loan 
from the United States Government must be 
returned to the government if they cease to be a 
Civil War Memorial.

Regardless of ownership, these Civil War 
memorials should not be desecrated. They are 
priceless relics placed by our ancestors to re
mind us of the sacrifices they have made not 
only for themselves, but also for future genera
tions. The placement of these Civil War Memori
als generally involved impressive dedications 
ceremonies attended by the entire community, 
including widows and children of fallen soldiers. 
The understanding everyone had at the time of 
placement of these Memorials was they would 
remain as a permanent memorial; not until the 
community felt an economic need to sell them.

The public would be outraged if a modern 
memorial to military veterans were to be sold 
just because it had a monetary value. When the 
SUVCW discovers the desecration of a Civil 
War Memorial, it takes an active role in trying to 
preserve the memorial and recover the cannon. 
In several cases not only have local officials 
been 
embarrassed regarding their actions relating to 
Civil War Memorials but also in recovering the 
cannons it proved costly. Those who buy these 
cannon from local officials are always willing to 
sell them back; but at a much higher price. 
Every community should be vigilant and avoid 
involvement in trying to enhance their General 
Funds at the expense of our Civil War veterans.
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Ceremony at Notre Dame commemorates Father Corby
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From slavery, 
to camp life, 

to the turmoil of 
19th Century politics, 

the Museum will 
immerse you in 

the Civil War, with an 
equal emphasis 

on both sides.
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THE NATIONAL 
CIVIL WAR MUSEUM 
conveniently located in Harrisburg. Pennsylvania 
717.260.1861 • 866.BLU.GRAY 
www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
Council of Administration Meeting

November 20, 2005 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

The Council of Administration meeting was opened by 
Commander-in-Chief Donald Darby at approximately 8 
a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. A moving opening 
prayer was then offered by National Chaplain Jerome 
Kowalski. After the roll call of officers, the following were 
recorded present:

Commander-in-Chief Donald E. Darby
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief James B. Pahl
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief Charles Kuhn
National Secretary Michael S. Bennett
National Treasurer Max L. Newman
National Quartermaster Danny L. Wheeler
Council Member Leo Kennedy
Council Member D. Brad Schall
Council Member James Hanby
Council Member Daniel Murray
Immediate Past Commander-in-Chief Stephen

Michaels
National Washington D.C. Representative and Past 

Commander-in-Chief Andrew M. Johnson
Additional Past Commanders-in-Chief present in

cluded George L. Powell. Elmer F. &ldquo:Bud&rdquo;
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present to help clarify technical issues. Brother Lowe’s 
report addressed the Council’s request, following the 
2005 National Encampment, to investigate the addition of 
enhancements to the existing database, and to determine 
the feasibility/costs were such enhancements to be added 
by the present database designer/programmer, Brother 
Nathan Orr, or if an independent software company or 
individual should be retained to redesign the database 
using new software. Nine suggested enhancements to the 
database were presented to Brother Orr, and his estimates 
for time and cost were provided. Following extensive 
discussion on the database and the graves registration 
program, a motion was made by JVC-in-C Kuhn and 
seconded by National Quartermaster Danny Wheeler to 
have the first seven enhancements on the Graves Regis
tration Officer’s list completed by Brother Orr. A friendly 
amendment was made by C-in-C Darby to separate the 
motion into two parts. This was accepted by Brothers 
Kuhn and Wheeler, and the amended motion addressed 
only the first three enhancements:

1. Adding SEA (lost/buried at sea) a searchable feature 
for the Cemetery State field. 2. Adding MIA (missing in 
action) as above. 3. Making the Medal of Honor field 
searchable to determine number and names of recipient. 
This motion passed unanimously and National Secretary 
Michael Bennett was directed to make contact with 
Brother Orr and to establish an agreement regarding the 
Council’s expectations, a deadline for completion, and 
price.

A second motion by JVC-in-C Kuhn then noted that, 
as it was determined that Brother Lowe, with input from 
members of his Committee and the COA, felt confident 
he could create a set of business rules for the functioning 
of the database, he should do so and report back to the 
Council by the mid-year COA meeting, or sooner if 
possible. As it is hoped that Civil War Memorials will be 
added to this database, it was directed that National Civil 
War Memorials Officer Todd Shillington and his Commit
tee should be included in the creation of these business 
rules. The motion was seconded by Council Members 
Leo Kennedy and D. Brad Schall, and passed unani
mously.

With much appreciation and recognition for the hard 
work of Brother On- in bringing the graves registration 
database into existence with his own database program, it 
was agreed that the current software will not allow the 
graves registration program to easily expand and change 
as is now evidently required. Therefore, the Graves 
Registration Committee will also begin to research an 
alternative database program that will enable the growth 
and adaptability desired to continue permitting the 
program to move forward. PC-in-C Andrew Johnson, as 
one of the National Officers with whom this project first 
began,noted that in a few years, if not already, this graves 
registration database will be the brightest star in our

(Please turn to Page 8)

suvcw.org e-mail addresses which are currently not being 
used by our Order. If they are to be provided to anyone, 
Brother Freshley recommended that they should only be 
used as alias addresses, so that received messages are 
forwarded from those addresses to the users; existing 
personal accounts and do not take up our allowed space on 
the server(s).

It is believed, from previous discussion and investiga
tion, that approximately 20 suvcw.org e-mail addresses 
might be available. Council Member Kennedy expressed 
concern that messages sent by users of suvcw.org e-mail 
addresses might be misconstrued by others as official 
messages from the SUVCW. Brother Kennedy suggested 
that the limited number of available addresses be provided 
only to Past Commanders-in-Chief. JVC-in-C Kuhn 
refined this suggestion to become a motion which indi
cated that the addresses should be provided to our past 
Commander-in-Chiefs free of charge.

Each year, the outgoing Commander-in-Chief will be 
provided with one of these addresses until the available 
addresses are all in use, after which time the Past C-in-C 
with the earliest term of office will be asked to surrender 
his address, so that the newest PC-in-C may have one. 
This motion was seconded by Council Member 
Kennedy. PC-in-C Powell asked, as one who would 
benefit from this, if there should not be a nominal charge 
for the use of the suvcw.org addresses, suggesting $25 per 
year. JVC-in-C Kuhn expressed his belief that the Order 
could easily afford to provide these addresses to its Past 
Commanders-in-Chief without charge as an additional 
thank you for their service, especially as there is no 
additional cost for doing so.
The motion passed with only Senior Vice Commander-in- 
Chief Pahl voting in opposition.

The report of our Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief 
was next looked at, with emphasis on Brother Kuhn’s 
concerns regarding significant delays experienced by some 
individuals attempting to join our Order, due to what 
appears to be slow action on the part of some Departments 
or Camps. Part of Brother Kuhn’s suggested remedy 
would be increased use of the internet to allow an appli
cant to apply, pay dues, and be assigned to a Camp all 
while online. C-in-C Darby noted the importance of a 
signature in order to process a membership application 
completely and SVC-in-C Pahl added that amendments to 
our Constitution and Regulations could be required for the 
proposed procedures. SVC-in-C Pahl moved that Brother 
Kuhn work with the National Webmaster to develop a plan 
outlining recommended remedies for his concerns to 
present to the Council by or before the mid-year COA 
meeting for their review. The motion was seconded by 
JVC-in-C Kuhn and passed unanimously.

The next items of business dealt with the SUVCW 
Graves Registration Database and the report of National 
Graves Registration Officer Bob Lowe, PDC. Pennsylva
nia Department Commander Eric Schmincke was also

Jii * 
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Atkinson, Charles W. Corfman, and Gordon R. Bury, II.
Guests of the Council of Administration were: Na

tional Chaplain Jerome Kowalski, National Chief of Staff 
Henry Shaw, PCC, National Graves Registration Officer 
Bob Lowe, PDC. National Webmaster Ken Freshley, 
Executive Director Lee F. Walters, PCC, Banner Publisher 
John Hart, Pennsylvania Department Commander Eric J. 
Schmincke, PCC, and SUVCW Charitable Foundation 
Board Member Robert Petrovic, PDC.

To begin the meeting, Commander-in-Chief Darby 
noted that he has signed four new Camp Charters since our 
National Encampment in August, and 492 new members 
have been registered since May 1, 2005 , indicating a 
welcome growth to our Order. C-in-C Darby then reported 
that as National Chief of Staff Shaw has assembled all of 
the National Officer and Committee reports submitted, he 
will give an abbreviated report of those which may require 
immediate attention. Oral reports from Officers will then 
be accepted from those present who did not submit written 
reports previously. These reports will be limited to five 
minutes.

The report of National Webmaster Ken Freshley was 
examined, with the potential purchase of available 
SUVCW domain names to be the first matter for discus
sion; interrupted only by a request for Chief of Staff Shaw 
to pay the required $1 penalty for failure to wear his 
SUVCW membership badgeto the meeting. Brother 
Freshley reported that the price will be $7.95 per year to 
secure the domain names suvcw.net, suvcw.biz, suvcw.us, 
and suvcw.info, with a likely discount if we should pur
chase each of them for a minimum of five years. A motion 
was made by Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief Charles 
Kuhn, and seconded by Council Member Leo Kennedy, 
that the SUVCW secure these four domain names for a 
period of five years, to ensure that they are not taken and 
used by others.

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief James Pahl inquired 
as to whether these domains could then be set up so that 
someone who entered any one of them would be redirected 
to our suvcw.org website. It was confirmed that this would 
be possible and would be the intention of the National 
Webmaster. The motion was then passed unanimously. It 
was noted that the suvcw.com domain registration is 
currently held by a domain squatter, and Brother Freshley 
agreed to make contact with this individual in an attempt 
to obtain this domain name as well.

Brother Freshley then addressed the subject of available 

(Please turn to Page 7)
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that the National Quartermaster has offered merchandise 
for sale inside the meeting room at National Encampments 
for many years, and that the presence of these items - most 
of which relate to the operation of the Order - and the 
ability for Brothers to purchase them at the Encampment 
and save on shipping is a service to our membership.

Brother Petrovic, on behalf of the Foundation, agreed 
that the Quartermaster has, historically, been present in the 
meeting room with merchandise for sale. He further noted 
that items sold by the Quartermaster and the Foundation, 
produce income that benefits the entire organization and all 
of its members, unlike the Camp and Department sales 
which benefit individual projects or subgroups of the 
Order. A lengthy discussion then took place regarding sales 
by the Quartermaster and Foundation inside the meeting 
room when the Encampment was not in session, space 
requirements, as well as the placement of the Credentials 
Committee table inside the meeting room as well. A motion 
was made by JVC-in-C Kuhn, seconded by Council 
Member Hanby, that so long as spacepermits, both the 
National Quartermaster and Charitable Foundation will be 
permitted to offer merchandise for sale within the meeting 
room of the National Encampment, provided that they not 
conduct business while the Encampment is in session. The 
motion was passed unanimously, with National Quarter
master Wheeler abstaining.

Past Commander-in-Chief Gordon Bury then addressed 
the Council meeting regarding the possibility of funds 
being raised for the Order through cooperation with 
corporate entities, by which donations may be made to the 
SUVCW and deductions will be earned by donors. An 
example was given in which an individual obtaining a 
mortgage through PC-in-C Bury’s company would cause a 
$250 donation to be given to the Memorial Fund in their 
name, and that individual would earn the $250 tax deduc
tion. C-in-C Darby suggested that the Charitable Founda
tion, as a 501(c)(3) entity, should oversee such a project 
and that a presentation should be made to the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors.

Before asking Brother John Hart to address the Council, 
C-in-C Darby offered his congratulations, echoed by many, 
for the contribution of Brother Hart’s Delaney- Delacey 
Guard Fife and Drum Corps during the events of the 
weekend. Many agreed that these youth were second to 
none, and several parade participants noted that they would 
be honored to march behind them any time. C-in-C 
Darby’s only request was that Marchin Through Georgia, 
despite it being a post-Civil War song, should be added to 
the group's play list.

Brother Hart then spoke about The Banner,confirming 
that the current issue should be in the mail during the 
coming week. He also presented his idea that having an 
appointed Editor for TheBanner, serving under the Senior 
Vice Commander-in-Chief, would provide both continuity 
and a seasoned and experienced controlling hand to ensure

(Please turn to Page 12)

expected to be ready for publication by Christmas, with 
issues 3 and 4 back on the normal schedule. He noted 
that many photographs were taken during the Remem
brance Day weekend, the best of which should be 
featured in the next issue.

National Secretary Bennett then gave a report and 
passed out a written summary of his activities for the 
previous three months, including the four new Camp 
Charters prepared since the National Encampment, and 
the assistance and documentation provided to the many 
other Camps having received permission to form. Other 
work has included the creation of an updated Depart
ment Officers list containing contact info for the five 
key Officers from each Department, and having that 
posted on the National Website, as well as compiling 
and having posted a similar list for our Camps-at-Large.

With permission and assistance from the Com
mander-in-Chief, Secretary Bennett has also been able 
to present each new matter on the Council’s Electronic 
Boardroom prior to the start of voting, so that the 
specific motions can be read and understood. Updated 
Electronic Boardroom vote reports have been provided 
to the National Webmaster for posting as new matters 
have been decided.

Brother Bennett assisted with the reassignment of e- 
mail addresses and passwords to those new to the 
Council, and to those whose Office has changed. Camp 
Officer Election reports were also sent to all Camps-at- 
Large, along with instructions and an offer of assistance 
should it be needed. Secretary Bennett then offered his 
apologies for the length of time he has taken in assem
bling the minutes from the Post-Encampment COA 
meeting. The minutes will be e-mailed to the Council 
for their review upon Brother Bennett’s return home.

confirmed by a note from the post office acknowledging 
a damaged parcel. Brother Wheeler suggested the 
Brother whose order this was make a report to the Post 
Office. As it was not insured, the purchaser was given 
the opportunity to send another payment and reorder, 
which he did. Also, a pair of SUVCW cufflinks was 
returned by a Brother in damaged condition. As the 
Quartermaster could find no record of the sender having 
made the purchase in the last year, and no guarantees are 
made with regard to items purchased from the National 
Quartermaster, the cufflinks were returned to the indi
vidual who made the complaint.

Brother Wheeler also suggested that only the listing 
that appears on the National Website be used for publica
tion in The Banner, as he will keep that updated.

Lastly, it was reported that more than $ 1300 in sales 
were made in Gettysburg during the Remembrance Day 
weekend.

A report from the SUVCW Charitable Foundation 
was then made by Brother Robert Petrovic, who noted 
that National Webmaster Ken Freshley will soon be 
creating the Foundation’s website, providing information 
about the Charitable Foundation as well as a complete 
listing of merchandise currently available for sale. 
Following the launch of the website, the Foundation will 
then begin to solicit grants. New products planned for 
sale include grill ornaments featuring the SUVCW badge 
and SVR items.

C-in-C Darby then asked PC-in-C George Powell, in 
his capacity as Chairman of the National Encampment 
Credentials Committee, to provide theproposed Creden
tials Committee job description to the Constitution and 
Regulations Committee for their review prior to presen
tation to the next National Encampment. PC-in-C Darby 
also noted that the proposed new National Encampment 
credentials policy remains on the COA’s Electronic 
Boardroom for those who have not yet voted. While a 
majority on the Council have already voted in favor of 
the new policy, the vote is not yet closed. Council 
Members were encouraged by the C-in-C to cast their 
votes by November 22, 2005 .

The subject of sales of merchandise at National 
Encampments then was discussed, in light of complaints 
by a Department that the sales by the National Quarter
master and the Charitable Foundation, which took place 
inside the Encampment meeting room, both were a 
distraction from the business meeting, and served to 
reduce sales of Camp and Department items which were 
relegated to an adjacent room.

National Quartermaster Wheeler noted that he at
tempted to shut down his sales immediately when the 
gavel dropped, indicating the resumption of the business 
meeting, but that it was difficult to entice some Brothers 
to leave his tables at times. It is Brother Wheeler’s 
opinion that most of his business was done at the start of 
the day, on breaks, and at lunchtime. He further noted

National Treasurer Newman then presented his 
written financial report. As always, the report was most 
comprehensive and little discussion was required. In an 
attempt to save time, Brother Newman simply offered to 
answer any questions All was found to be in order. 
Brother Newman did mentioned that he’s currently off
line, with computer difficulties, but that he hopes and 
expects to be back up and running shortly.

National Quartermaster Wheeler reported that it has 
been his pleasure to serve the Order as Quartermaster 
since the last meeting of the Council, and noted that he 
continues to work on new projects. It was noted that 
many vendors are raising prices, and that he is working 
to maintain the lowest possible costs for our members. 
Brother Wheeler added that orders are up and sales are 
tip, with more than $3000 in sales made at the National 
Encampment alone.

Brother Wheeler noted one incident in the past few 
months in which an order broke open in the mail, as was

(Please turn to Pnge 9)
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organization's crown.
The matter of the printed Graves Registration Bro

chure was then discussed, comparing the printed version 
available from the National Quartermaster with a full
color brochure that could be regularly updated as needed 
and made available free of charge on the SUVCW 
website. Brother Wheeler noted that hehas sold perhaps 
five of these brochures since being elected National 
Quartermaster, and that placing the brochure on the 
website will cause no great harm to his sales, but will 
prevent the surplus of brochures that may accumulate 
and then quickly become outdated if he were to continue 
to have them printed and made available for sale. A 
motion was made by JVC-in-C Kuhn and seconded by 
Council Member Schall that the Graves Registration 
Brochure be placed on the National Website and made 
available to anyone who would like to download and 
print it. rather than be offered for sale by the National 
Quartermaster. The motion passed unanimously.

It was then reported that the Department of Missouri is 
requesting permission to use the SUVCW name and 
images of the SUVCW crest and badge on items relating 
to the 2007 National Encampment in St. Louis , MO. It 
was moved by SVC-in-C Pahl and seconded by Council 
Member Hanby that a license to use the Sons’ name and 
images of the SUVCW crest and badge on 2007 National 
Encampment items be granted to the Department of 
Missouri. The motion passed unanimously.

C-in-C Darby showed a Civil War book to the Coun
cil which a company would like to offer for sale to our 
membership for $40. providing a $5 commission to the 
SUVCW for each book sold. One of the authors of the 
book is a member of the SUVCW. If approved by the 
Council, the SUVCW Charitable Foundation will use an 
advertising page in the Banner to promote this sale. A 
motion was made by National Quartermaster Wheeler, 
seconded by Council Member Schall, for the Foundation 
to take on this project and make the book available for 
sale to our members. The motion passed unanimously.

A discussion then took place regarding the date of the 
Council’s next meeting. Due to holidays and a variety of 
other conflicts. March 11,2005 was selected, with the 
location tentatively set for Milwaukee , WI.

A membership certificate was then shown to the 
Council of Administration that was created by Lone Star 
Camp J, Department of the Southwest. As an official 
document offered for sale by the National Quartermaster, 
with National authority, a Camp may not produce and 
distribute their own membership certificates, even at no 
charge to their own members. The National Secretary 
will make the Lone Star Camp aware of this.

C-in-C Darby then opened the floor for the receipt of 
oral reports from Officers present.

SVC-in-C Pahl noted that the next issue of The 
Banner was currently at the printer and hopefully would 
be circulated within a week. This year’s second issue is
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cavalryman except the horse.

www.TheCavalry.net

This online store is owned and operated by 
Brother Emmett Taylor, PCC.

In 2002, the Sons membership stands at 6,350 
members in 26 Departments.For more 
information, all of the Allied GAR Orders 
be found on the Worldwide Web: http:// 
www.suvcw.org

Today with increasing membership and financial 
strength the Sons have active committees focused on 
Civil War grave registration and preserving Civil 
War monuments, historic sites and artifacts. They are 
aggressively guarding memorials and hold them as a 
public trust for future generations to enjoy. They 
annually offer two college scholarships.

The 2001 Commander in Chief Edward J. Kriesar 
put it this way: “ In joining our organization we take 
on a solemn responsibility. Those of us that served in 
the military call this type of responsibility, DUTY. 
We have a duty to continue to preserve and 
perpetuate the memory of our Fathers who saw their 
duty and performed their duty to the best of their 
ability. We, their heirs, can do no less.

Visit the ivebsite with the 
most complete offering of 
cavalry supplies. We feature 

»\ C- everything needed by the

speaker and a dinner meeting. Some regions 
later added round table discussion groups to 
their dinner meeting.

The years of World War II and the Korean 
Conflict saw grandsons and great grandsons 
of Civil War veterans once more answering 
freedom’s call and returning to form their 
own veteran orders again.In 1953, Sons of 
Union Veterans membership stood at 8863.In 
our early years, the Sons operated under the 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 
incorporation of the Sons of Veterans, USA. 
Eventually, they became a corporation of the 
State of Illinois. In 1911, they considered 
seeking a federal charter, but decided to wait 
and learn from the GAR’s effort to obtain a 
Federal Charter. They continued to operate 
under the Illinois Corporation until 1954.

In 1954, the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War became a federally chartered 
organization by act of Congress under Public 
Law # 605 enacted on August 20, 1954. 
Notable among the

incorporators were General Douglas 
MacArthur, Major General Amos Fries and 
General U.S. Grant III. In 1956, upon the 
death of Comrade Woolson, the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War was named 
the legal heir of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. The US Code was revised in 1998 
and an updated Federal Charter was granted 
under Title 36 US Code - Patriotic and 
National Observances, Ceremonies and 
Organizations - Chapter 2003 The Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War.

The Civil War centennial bought some 
renewed interest to the Sons of Union 
Veterans organization and a number of young 
men came into our ranks, but the American 
Bicentennial soon came to the forefront and 
some of these living history enthusiasts 
moved on to the bicentennial events and left 
the Sons. The 1970’s saw the Sons reach a 
low point in membership as American society 
underwent a number of changes. Some 
assumed the Allied Orders had gone out of 
existence with the Grand Army of the 
Republic. Some were anti-military as an 
aftermath of the Vietnam War and finally, to

(part IV) 

many, all fraternities seemed passE. Men were 
working multiple jobs or simply came home to 
watch television and were unwilling to join 
anything. Men and women’s lodges were simply 
a relic of the Gilded Age - a distance memory 
of the past for many.The Sons of Union 
Veterans membership in 1978 stood at 2560.

The 1980s and early 1990s has brought forth a 
new wave of membership inquiries. Television 
series, like “The Blue & the Grey” & Ken 
Burn’s “The Civil War”, have brought renewed 
interest in the American Civil War. Genealogy 
has grown as a popular pastime and the internet 
has allowed hundreds of thousands to 
“discover” their roots and their eligibility to 
one of the Allied GAR Orders.

HI

Union Veterans, served a number of years as 
the GAR National Secretary. The Sons of 
Veterans had a membership of 51,130 dues 
paying members in 1920.

A New Name: The Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War

In 1923, to avoid confusion from the sons of 
Spanish American or sons of World War 1 
veterans, the Sons of Veterans, USA adopted “ 
a resolution asking the National Encampment 
of the Grand Army of the Republic to name a 
committee representing that Organization to 
confer with a committee to be named to 
represent the Order of the Sons of Veterans 
USA to consider among other things, a change 
in the name of the Order of Sons of Veterans 
that would more clearly indicate and designate 
of whom the Order consists”. The Grand Army 
of the Republic’s 59th National Encampment 
officially approved the name change to Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War on September 
3, 1925. A resolution was adopted by the Sons 
“to take such legal action as may be necessary 
to cause the corporate name of the Order of 
Sons of Veterans United States of America to 
be changed to that of “Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War”. Similarly, the Daughters of 
Veterans and Sons of Veterans Auxiliary also 
changed their names on September 3, 1925.

In 1928, the National Encampment of the 
GAR authorized the Sons of Veterans to assume 
the Grand Army’s place in conducting 
Memorial Day Services. This seems to be a 
response to later veteran’s organizations 
attempting to usurp the gar’s intention that, as 
founders of Memorial Day, they and their heirs 
should always lead Memorial Day Services.The 
Great Depression took its toll on most 
organizations as unemployed men and families 
could not afford the luxury of paying dues. In 
1934, the Sons membership stood at 28,618.

In 1935, the Sons of Union Veterans National 
Encampment passed a resolution creating four 
Regional organizations of Sons and Auxiliary 
for the purpose of encouraging fellowship. 
These were the New England Region, the 
Eastern Region, the Central Region and the 
Western Region. The format usually included a 

(Please turn to Page 11)
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HISTORY OF THE SUVCW FILIIVETERANORUM
The Death Benefits Association
Life insurance was a luxury of the rich and 

many organizations created mutual life 
insurance companies to attract and retain 
members. The Masonic Orders, Odd Fellows, 
Knights of Macabbees and most other large 
fraternities and already offered insurance 
benefits. For several years and numerous pages 
of proceedings the debate raged at the Sons of 
Veterans USA. State laws were being enacted 
to protect individuals from fraud on the part of 
these lodges and to ensure if premiums were 
paid benefits would also be paid.

As an alternative to a full-scale insurance 
company, the Sons of Veterans, USA and their 
Auxiliary organized a “death benefits 
association” in 1893 within their membership to 
provide some form of insurance for members or 
their spouses.

A monthly premium of 20 cents was sent into 
the death benefit association. At the time of a 
death, a subscriber’s family would receive $100 
to $250 in death benefits, if the member had 
paid their dues to the Sons or Auxiliary, the 
monthly premiums had been paid and they had 
been a subscriber for a year. In the year 1914, 
the Commander-in-Chief reported $22,000 in 
benefits had been paid out the previous year. 
These death benefit societies fell from favor as 
life insurance became more readily available to 
the masses. The Sons Death Benefits 
Association actually closed its books in the mid 
1960s.

During World War I, numerous grandsons 
went off to war. The Sons of Veterans USA with 
its Auxiliary collected $26,426.65 for 
ambulances to be sent overseas. These 
grandsons formed the American Legion at the 
close of the war.

As the Grand Army’s ranks were quickly 
thinning, the Sons members were allowed to 
serve as Post, and later Department, Secretaries 
for the GAR. This position was always 
extended without voice and without vote in the 
Post or Department. If no Sons were available, 
the position was offered to other members of 
the Allied GAR Orders.

Katherine Flood and later Cora Gillis, both 
Past National Presidents of the Daughters of

http://www.TheCavalry.net
http://www.suvcw.org
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CAMP/DEPARTMENT ADS g

Flags 4x6

SUVCW BASEBALL CAPS

tcraft@thesurf.com.

U.S. Grant Camp 68 Offerings
SUVCW & GAR Embroidered Items

Respectfully Submitted in 
Fraternity, Charity, & Loyalty,

Michael S. Bennett, PDC 
National Secretary, SUVCW

Include a street address for UPS delivery. E-mail questions 
to:

Camp 
Department 
26 star US 
Adjustable Parade Pole 
Eagle 
Spear 
Neck Strap

$400
S500

S450
S550
S230

Dept, of Wisconsin Road Sign 
641 Bowen St.
Oshkosh, WI 54901________

TRUE BLUE S.U.V.C.W. BUMPER STICKERS 
ARE NOW AVAILABLE

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE USED TO REPLACE 
MISSING OR DAMAGED GRAVE MARKERS.

13x 3.5 S.U.V.C.W. Bumper Stickers 
are S3.00 each plus postage.

POSTAGE:
1 for2 stickers: $.50 - 3 TO 6: $.60

7 TO 11: S.85 -12 T015: $1.10
Send Check or Money Order Only, Payable to

The Dept, of Mass., S.U.V.C.W.
Mail your order to:

Kevin Tucker, DJVC
Dept, of Mass., S.U.V.C.W.

58 Forest Street
Wakefield, MA 01880

Polo Shirts I Satin Jackets 
Denim Shirts I Sweat Shirts

Plus: Address Labels; Coffee Mugs; 
2x3 inch Plastic Name Badges;

Banners with Camp or Dept. Name. 
6-8 weeks for delivery.

Current prices? Contact: Gary Scheel, 
809 Summit Park Drive, Pacific, MO 63069 

(636) 257-5247 
garymaryscheel@aol.com

Multi-Purpose 
Road Sign or 

Recruiting Sign 
18" x 24" aluminum sign, silk- 
screened 3 colors for exterior 
use.

SUVCW Pocket Patches / Hat Badge
k Emblem Patch (shown left) = $20 

Suitable for breast pocket on blazer 
W (with gold & silver bullion thread) 

SUV-Wreath Kepi Hat Badge = $30 
_ Ja All prices include S & H. 

end check or money order, made payable to 
"Department of Michigan, SUVCW" to: 

Brian Shumway, Dept. Treasurer 
127 W. Walnut, Hastings, MI 49058 
Email: briannel27@sbcglobal.netCustom lettering is not supplied, and is the responsibility 

of purchaser.

Send a check for the proper amount made to:

SUVCW Caps in blue, (solid or mesh,) red, white and yellow $7.50 plus $1.00 
postage and handling. Caps have Sons logo and the words Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War. Make checks payable to Sydney Camp 41, SUVCW.

SUVCW Medallions
Suitable for plaques and certificates. Inscribed Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War with Son’s logo inside center. $6.50 each, inc. postage. Paper weights. 
3 inch granite blocks with Son’s medallion. Great Gifts or for your desk $14.00 
includes postage. Send order and make checks payable to Sydney Camp 41, 
SUVCW, C/O Danny Wheeler, 501 Willow Ave., Ithaca, NY 14850 For more 
information, email address is dwhell2@twcny.rr.com

Triif u ri nF I DUG uLUQ
Of THE CIVIL WAR

continuation of the SUVCW’s current policy to waive dues 
for any Brother serving in an active combat zone. This 
motion was seconded by PC-in-C Steven Michaels, and 
passed unanimously.

JVC-in-C Kuhn moved that specific income and 
expense line-items in the budget be created for Remem
brance Day. to include wreaths and program. Themotion 
was seconded by National Quartermaster Wheeler and 
passed unanimously.

Brother Kuhn then asked if close proximity to an 
airport was a requirement for Departments selecting 
potential sites for a National Encampment. PC-in-C 
Charles Corfman indicated that nothing is mandated, but 
that there are many things which the Committee would like 
to see, and strongly suggest. Brother Kuhn noted that 
shuttle services to an airport really needs to be a require
ment for a facility to be chosen as a National Encampment 
site, as are the presence of elevators if the Encampment is 
to be held in a multi-level building. PC-in-C Corfman 
agreed that a multi-floor location can not be considered if 
there are no elevators. Brother Kuhn suggested that per
haps these things should be made requirements by the 
Encampment Site Committee, rather than merely recom
mendations.

Brother Petrovic reported that contracts have been 
signed with the hotel in St. Louis for our 2007 National 
Encampment, with room rates of $92. The dates are August 
9-12, 2007 , and an airport shuttle is available. He added 
that the DUVCW will be meeting along with us, and 
essentially two hotels will be used to accommodate all of 
our combined needs. The Daughters will also be a part of 
the Allied Orders Banquet, which will add approximately 
100 people to our expected banquet numbers.

PC-in-C Michaels asked SVC-in-C Pahl if the National 
Auxiliary would be permitted to use a portion of their 
Auxiliary page(s) in The Banner for recruiting messages or 
an advertisement. Brother Pahl reported that there would 
be no problem with that.

National Treasurer Newman reported that since he took 
office in September of 2001, the Order has been able to 
significantly increase our gross assets. This had been one 
of his objectives, noting that the Order had been losing 
money in some previous years.

With no further business to come before the Council, 
Chaplain Kowalski was asked to offer a closing prayer.

The meeting was closed by Commander-in-Chief 
Darby at approximately 10:45 am .

PRICES
(shipping included) 

1-3 signs..............$35 ea.
4 or more.............. $25 ea.

SUVCW Camp and Department Flags
3x5

$52.00
$22.00
$20.00
S25.00

Please send check or money order with order. Allow six weeks for 
delivery. Orders must be typed.

Given Camp No. 51
9057 Sr 83N

 Holmesville, OH 44533

quality and timely production of our newsletter. The 
present system provides for the Senior Vice Com
mander-in-Chief to serve as the sole Editor, usually 
taking the first two or more issues to learn the job, only 
to then turn the position over to his successor after, at 
most, the fourth issue. SVC-in-C Pahl, as the present 
Editor, was asked to report on this concept at the 
Council’s mid-year meeting.

Brother Hart also noted that he has been working on a 
few other problems, one dealing with the Department of 
Connecticut and some zip codes in that State not receiv
ing The Banner. It is hoped this problem may now be 
rectified. In conclusion, Brother Hart thanked the many 
Brothers who expressed their sympathy and heartfelt 
wishes to him after his wife’s passing, and said he would 
remember that until his dying days. Brother Hart then 
received a round of applause in return, as appreciation 
for his fraternal and dedicated service to the Order.

A five minute break was then taken by the Council.
The matter of sending a contribution for hurricane 

relief, tabled by the Council in early September, was 
brought up for further discussion. A motion was made by 
JVC-in-C Kuhn, and seconded by National Quartermas
ter Wheeler, with an friendly amendment by Council 
Member Schall, that the matter should be left as outlined 
in C-in-C Darby's General Order 3, whereby each 
Brother is encouraged to live up to the Charity portion of 
F. C. & L, and contribute to the Hurricane Relief Fund 
of his choice. The amended motion passed unanimously.

C-in-C Darby mentioned that a Brother in Louisiana 
reported that, as a result of the hurricanes, the home of 
Jefferson Davis has been severely damaged. Noting that 
Davis was a Secretary of War under President Buchanan, 
and also led a Regiment of U.S. Troops in the Mexican 
War, this Brother asked if the SUVCW would contribute 
funds towards historical restoration. A request to this 
Brother for additional information and a point-of-contact 
for such donations has, thus far, gone unanswered. JVC- 
in-C Kuhn moved that, should such information be 
forthcoming, the matter be handled in the same way that 
the Council voted to address general hurricane relief, 
leaving such contributions up to the personal beliefs and 
generosity of individual Brothers. National Quartermas
ter Wheeler offered a second to the motion. It was 
further pointed out that this historic site will be eligible 
for, and will likely receive, substantial Federal funding, 
and may not require additional assistance. It was agreed 
that the subject should be tabled until it is clearer what 
the future holds for this site, and Brothers Kuhn and 
Wheeler withdrew their motion and second.

Information regarding potential unmarked burial 
locations of Union soldiers on a Louisiana battlefield 
may also be provided by this Louisiana Brother, which 
the Council can address at that time.

JVC-in-C Kuhn moved that the Council approve the

mailto:tcraft@thesurf.com
mailto:garymaryscheel@aol.com
mailto:briannel27@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dwhell2@twcny.rr.com
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Department of Pennsylvania

(Please turn to Page 15)

Lt. Ezra Griffin Camp 8, SUVCW, Auxiliary 10 and 
the Delaney Delacy Guard. SVR. will observe its 
second annual GAR Remembrance Day Saturday, April 
22, 2006 in Scranton.
A highlight of the day-long itinerary will be the annual 

Appomattox Luncheon at the Historic Radisson at 
Lackawanna Station at noon.
The day will get underway with a GAR Prayer Service 

by the Central Scranton Ministerium at the Elm Park 
United Methodist Church, located one half block from 
the hotel.
A feature of this year’s Appomattox Luncheon will be 

a one-man play, “Witness at Appomattox” written by 
1 Lt. Alan Sweeney of the Delaney delacy Guard.
The cost of the luncheon is $25 per person. Checks 

should be mailed to Joseph Long Jr., U.S.M.C., Ret.,. 
505 Marcy St. Duryea, PA 18642. Please mark 
Appomattox Day Luncheon on the check.

Immediately following the luncheon, a benefit Civil 
War band concert and Ballroom Dance Exhibition will 
be conducted by the SVR in the main theatre of the 
Scranton High School. The event will feature the 28th 
Pennsylvania Regimental Brass Band of Philadelphia. 
Tickets will be $5 and will benefit the Delaney Delacy

(Please turn to Page 16)
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Department News
Department of Kansas

Department Installs Two Camps
This has been a year of growth for the Department of 

Kansas, with two new camps being installed. Franklin 
Camp 5 and Mine Creek Camp 6 are the newest additions 
to the Department.

On September 18, 2005. Mine Creek Camp 6 was 
installed at the Visitor Center on Mine Creek Battlefield, 
just south of Pleasanton. Kansas. This battlefield is the 
only battlefield in Kansas and was the site of the largest 
cavalry battle west of the Mississippi River on October 
25.1864. The camp plans to work closely with both the 
Kansas State Historical Society and the Mine Creek 
Battlefield Foundation for the benefit of all. The camp 
membership includes 24 members, two associates, one 
junior, and two dual members. The new camp is 
commanded by Brother Arnold Schofield. Camp 
organizer was Department Senior Vice Commander 
Randal Durbin.

October 17. 2005, was the date when Franklin Camp 
5 was installed in Olathe. Kansas. The camp is named 
after the original G.A.R. post in Olathe, the Battle of 
Franklin. It is the intention of the new camp to promote 
Civil War education within the community. Camp 
membership includes 15 members, three associates, five 
juniors, and two dual members. The new camp 
commander is Brother James M. Converse. Camp 
organizer was Department Patriotic Instructor Craig A. 
Sundell. PCC.

The addition of these new camps brings a total of 40 
new brothers into the Department. This, along with 
significant recruiting by Corp. Patrick Coyne Camp 1 
of Wichita, has permitted the Department to pass both 
the 100 mark and the 150 mark in 2005.

After lunch, Dr. Jay Price, Professor of Public History, 
Wichita State University presented the topic, “Bridging 
the Generation Gap.” This was followed by the business 
meeting of the association and the election of officers. 
The banquet was held that evening, with entertainment 
being furnished by the “Free Staters.” And a good time 
was had by all.

Department of Kentucky
Herman Lairson, a charter member of Sgt.. Elijah P. 

Marrs. Camp 5, Department of Kentucky, passed away 
on October 1,2005, at the age of 91. He attended Camp 5 
functions until the last six months of his life, when he 
was restricted by his doctor.

He requested that Camp 5 would conduct his service 
when he passed away, and the Sgt. Elijah P. Marrs, Camp 
5, was proud to honor his request. The Camp provided an 
Honor Guard for the visitation and for the funeral service. 
The Camp was also privileged to serve as casket bearers 
from the church to the grave site. Rev. David Gambrel, 
Chaplain of Camp 5 and Department of Kentucky 
Chaplain, officiated at the service.

Within Sgt. Elijah P. Marrs. Camp 5, Herman Lairson 
had two sons, Carlis and Lindin Lairson; a grandson, 
Tracy Lucas, and three great-grandsons, Zac Lucas, 
Dustin and Richard Lairson. He will be greatly missed 
by the Brothers of the Camp.

Central Region Association Conference
The Department of Kansas hosted the 2005 Central 

Region Conference of the Allied Orders of the Grand 
Army of the Republic on October 1,2005. The meeting 
was held in Lawrence, Kansas, at the Holiday Inn 
Convention Center with Commander C. R. Stephen, 
Iowa, presiding. Although attendance was down this 
year, 32 people were in attendance

Saturday morning activities included a tour of the sites 
in the Lawrence area associated with the infamous 
Quantrill raid of August 20, 1863. Area historian Deb 
Goodrich was the tour guide. She also participated in 
an question and answer session during lunch.

site on September 19, 1862, was called “Cheshire 
Camp,” and the unit was sometimes known as the 
“Cheshire Company.” Parker was advanced to the rank 
of Is' Sergeant in November, 1864. He died of typhoid 
on June 30, 1865, and was buried in Savannah, Georgia.

Brother Wyman was employed for 20 years at Keene 
City Hall, during which time he supervised the 
maintenance and care of the Post 4 GAR cemetery lot 
in Keene’s Woodland Cemetery, and annual made 
arrangements for Keene’s municipal Memorial Day, 
exercised on the Common and at Fuller Park.

Brother Wyman served in the U.S. Navy during the 
Korean War, and was a member of Keene’s Gordon 
Bissell Post #4, American Legion, and was an active 
member of the Keene Elks Lodge.

Brother Wyman is survived by his wife of 49 years, 
Roberta (Garfield) Wyman, a member of Camp #10 
Auxiliary; a son, daughter, sister, four grandchildren, 
two great-grandchildren, and several nieces and 
nephews.

Services, attended by representatives of S.G. Griffin 
Camp #10 and members of the Auxiliary, were followed 
by burial in Monadnock View Cemetery, Keene.

Department of Massachusetts
Havervill’s William Jenkins Camp 129 Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War is taking on the task 
of honoring some long-forgotten Veterans of the Civil 
War, whose graves remain unmarked to date.

In the Elmwood Cemetery located on Salem Street 
in Bradford, there are 179 Civil War Veterans entered 
into their final resting place, Of these 179, a total of 
111 still need grave markers.

The only acknowledgement of the war service for 
these men is according to the Soldiers, Sailors and 
Marines book series of the New England States.

Camp 129’s project is to obtain proper grave 
markers that will let all who visit Elmwood Cemetery 
know that these men also served our country during 
the Civil War. Once the order forms necessary to obtain 
grave markers are fill out, they will be sent to 
Washington, D.C., to be created.

When the markers (plaques) come in, they will 
be place accordingly by personnel of Elmwood 
Cemetery and Camp 129 as time and weather permits. 
Once the final plaque is secured in place, Camp 129 
will plan a proper ceremony to honor these forgotten 
Veterans of America’s Civil War.

Department of New Hampshire
Brother Wayne Parker Wyman, senior living 

member of Simon G. Griffin Camp # 10, Keene, N.H., 
Department of New Hampshire, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War. passed away in Keene, on 
September 16, 2005, at the age of 73. Brother Wyman 
was initiated into the order by his elder brother. Past 
CinC Richard F. Wyman, on March 1, 1949.

During his 56 -year membership, Brother Wyman 
loyally served Camp #10 in company with two of his 
brothers and family members of the Auxiliary, 
participating in numerous Camp programs and events. 
He held the offices of Camp Jr. Vice and Sr. Vice 
Commander, 1951-59; Camp Commander, 1960-61, 
and Council member, 1963-64. Two older brothers 
were members of the order: Past CinC Richard E. 
Wyman, and Past Camp and Department Commander, 
Dr. Leonard A. Wyman, author of “The Union, 1861- 
1865: A Guide to Civil War Monuments in New 
Hampshire.”

Brother Wyman’s Civil War membership forebear 
was a great-grandfather, Luther Martin Parker of 
Keene, who enlisted in the Union Army on August 7, 
1862, at a private in Co. C., 14th Regiment, New 
Hampshire Volunteer Infantry. Five companies of the 
14,h Regiment were raised in towns of Cheshire County, 
for which fat its Concord, New Hampshire, rendezvous
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122nd St. at Riverside Drive, New York City.

OLIVER TILDEN 
CAMP 26 

OF NEW YORK CITY 
SONS OF UNION VETERANS 

OF THE CIVIL WAR

(Continued from Page 15) 
Youth Fife and Drum Corps.

Il will be back to the Radisson later that day, for a pre 
ball banquet. The banquet will begin at 6 p.m.
The second annual Grand Civil War Ball will commence 

at 8 p.m. in the Century Club, 612 Jefferson Avenue in 
Scranton. Music will be by the 28th Pennsylvania 
Regimental Brass Band of Philadelphia. The event was 
sold out last year. Tickets will not be sold at the door. 
Formal dress for both men and ladies is required. Period 
dress and dress blues greatly admired but not required. 
The cost is $35 per couple. Visit the website listed below 
for more information on tickets.
The project is provided in part by the Lackawanna 
Heritage Valley Authority with financial asistance from 
the National Park Service and the Pensylvaia Department 
of Conservation and natural Resources, Bureau of 
Recreation and Conservation.
The ball is sponsored by the Delaney Delacy Guard, 

Sons of Veterans Reserve and the Lackawanna Historical 
Society.

Special room rates have been secured at the Radisson at 
Lackawanna Station for those attending the festivities. 
Room reservations may be made by calling 1-800-333- 
3333 or email at www.radiswson.com/scranton.pa. Room 
rates ate $98 and please mention the Civil War Ball 
Orders when making reservations.

Remembering He
One hundred years ago, on 7 December 1905, 

dedication ceremonies were conducted for the 
Pennsylvania memorial erected by the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania in the National Cemetery at 
Andersonville, Georgia.

On 7 December 2005, the 100th Anniversary 
Commemoration of that historical event was held. The 
focus was on honoring all 4,987 of the Pennsylvania 
Civil War Veterans who were imprisoned in the 
Andersonville Prison: of which 1.849 would die there. 
The rededication was organized by the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War. Department of Pennsylvania, 
Gettysburg Camp #112.

There was a “March of Honor,” from Providence 
Spring, adjacent to the original North Gate entry to the 
stockade and continued approximately 3/8 miles to the 
Pennsylvania Monument. Participants carried one or 
more small Pennsylvania state flags. Each Bag carried 
the name of each of the approximately 200 Pennsylvania 
regiments represented.

As some of the participants gathered to make the 
march, the glimpse of their reflections could be seen on

Memorial and Boosters are available to help defray 
the costs for the camp.

Memorials honor deceased ancestors or brothers 
and boosters allow organizations to have 

a listing in the printed program.

Presents 
the annuaf commemoration of

roes
the surface of the quiet pool of water originating from the 
sprins. That same source would have sustained life for a 
number of our ancestors 141 years ago. According to 
record, perhaps by divine intervention, that water came to 
the surface during a lighting strike to that site on August 
16, 1864.

At 1:00 p.m., under the command of 1st Lt. John Price 
II, the Sons of Veteran Reserve, “Gettysburg Blues,” 
stepped off leading the procession. Their steps in unison 
echoed from the pavement of Cemetery Road. Continuous 
stiff breezes forced the color bearers to lean forward, 
applying force to the staff as the flags proudly displayed 
their honor of the occasion.

Arrival at the Pennsylvania Monument was such to 
provide time to make updated announcements and 
acknowledgements and to permit the “Ceremony” to begin 
at 2:00 p.m.; as exactly 100 years before. All in attendance 
were given a red ribbon depicting the event and an 
informational 100th Anniversary booklet compiled by 
Brother Dave Sosnowski, Patriotic Instructor of Gettysburg 
Camp# 112, S.U.V.C.W.

The initial portion of the ceremonial agenda included the 
Presentation of the Colors, singing of the National Anthem, 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and Invocation. Opening 
comments were delivered by National Park Superintendent, 
Fred Boyles and Lead Park Ranger, Joan Stibitz of the 
NPS. The Pennsylvania Monument was then presented by 
Superintendent Boyles back to the people of Pennsylvania 
for re-dedication.

Remarks of Commander Eric Schminke, Department of 
Pennsylvania, unable to attend, were read by Brother Dave 
Sosnowski, also Patriotic Instructor of the Pennsylvania 
Department, S.U.V.C.W. It noted, “Today you are here to 
honor the men of Pennsylvania and in a greater sense, all 
those who perished within the prison walls.”

The Department of Pennsylvania, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War had special commemorative .999 
silver medal badges struck, numbered 1 through 300 for 
this prestigious event. Mr. Fred Boyles was then called to 
the podium. On behalf of the Pennsylvania Department, 
S.U.V.C.W., Commander William Mock, from Bedford 
County, Pennsylvania presented the Andersonville medal 
badge (No. 001) to the Superintendent for the National 
Park Service.

Immediately following, were two very moving and 
personal speeches from William Mock, Commander and 
James Michaels, Treasurer, also of Gettysburg Camp #112. 
Both had ancestors along with Camp member, Charles 
Geoige, and others present who were imprisoned at 
Andersonville.

Send your name, organization name, 
address and information you wish included 

(2 lines, $10, each additional $2.50) to: 
SVC Charles S. Dono, 

946 Albany Ave.Brooklyn, NY 11204 
no later than March 31, 2006

The Birthday of General U.S. Grant 
Sunday, April 23, 2006 at 11 a.m.

The National Monument

http://www.radiswson.com/scranton.pa
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Canadian Participation in the Civil War 
by Robert E. Heath, NMAL, SUVCW.

During the Civil War, some 40,000 plus 
Canadians served in the Union forces, which 
included infantry, artillery, navy, cavalry and 
marines. Some estimates say up to 60,000 served. 
Canadians killed, missing or died of wounds and 
illness range from 10.000 to 12,000. Some 
Canadians also served in the Confederate forces 
because they were working in the South when the 
war broke out and they felt obligated to enlist. 
These numbers range from 200 to 1,200, so their 
numbers were very small as compared to Canada’s 
contribution to the Union.

Several Canadians were commissioned 
officers, with many reaching the rank of General, 
including Jacob D. Cox, John F. Farnsworth and 
John McNeil.

The Medal of Honor was awarded to 30 
Canadians who served in the war. By any 
measure, these Canadian’s represented the 
qualities of honor, courage, dedication and 
heroism.

In many regiments from the northern most 
states, Canadians represented between 10-20 
percent of the rosters. In my great-grandfather’s 
4th Minnesota Regiment of Infantry Volunteers, 
according to rosters, 84 Canadians are listed, 
being 12 percent of the regiment.

Almost all the Canadians who survived the war 
stayed in the United States and died and were 
buried there. These young Canadians enlisted for 
various reasons, including bounties paid, 
adventure and also as substitutes. Many of these 
young men were aware of Negro slaves that had 
fled the southern United States and had come up 
to Canada via the Underground Railroad. This 
situation did not sit well with them and they felt 
they should do what they could to stop this 
injustice.

I am saddened to say that most Canadians are 
unaware of Canada’s participation in this great 
war to uphold the Great Republic and I would 
think almost all Americans are in the same boat 
information wise. As a Canadian, I feel these are 
lost Canadians who fought for a noble cause. I 
hope one day, that politicians and military brass

on both sides of the border will erect some 
memorial in remembrance of their service and 
sacrifice.

Our author is the proud great grandson of 
Private August Theodore Rucks, Company G, 4th 
Minnesota Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Robert 
resides in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.

SVR Commander David Meddert, at podium above, 
addresses full house at the annual SVR Breakfast on 
Remembrance Day Morning in Gettysburg. At right, 
the general presents the Distinguished Service Medal 
and the 2006 Commanders Unit Citation to Capt. 
John M. Hart Jr., commander of the Delaney Delacy 
Guard of Scranton, PA. Below, members of the SVR 
gather to break bread and discuss the years events at 
the breakfast, held at the Eisenhower Inn.
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At right, from left Past C-in-C David Meddert 
with son-in-law, present C-in-C Don Darby and 
son, Gen. David Meddert, commander of the 
SVR, pause to reflect during Remembrance Day 
activities in November, 2005•

The color guard of the Gettysburg Blues arrives at the 
Gettysburg National Military Park for the annual 
Remembrance Services in November of2005 as an 
honor guard of the Sons of the Confederacy  fdes past, 
right, on their tvay to services at The Angle. The Sons 
conducted annual ceremonies at the Woolson Monument 
once again and during that ceremony presented a significant 
contribution to National Parks Superintendent 
Dr. John Catcher as part of the Sons on-going 
effort to restore the monuments on the battlefield.

The Delaney Delacy Guard of Scranton poses 
with members of its Cadet Youth Fife and Drum 
Corps on the steps of the Pennsylvania Monu
ment during annual Remembrance Day ceremo
nies at Gettysburg, the musicians, aged 8 to 18, 
practice weekly and participate in many SVR 
activities in and around Northeastern Pennsyl
vania.

On Nov. 5, 2005, members from the Department of Massachu
setts join members ofCamp Hl 8, Uxbridge, in decorating the 
grave of General Benjamin Franklin Butler. Born Nov. 5, 
1818 in Deerfield, NH, General Butler severed 
in many different commands, including the defense of 
Washington, DC. His grave is located in a private cemetery, 
Hildreth Family Cemetery in Lowell, MA. Not far away the 
grave of his son-in-law, Maj. Gen. Adelbert Ames.



Name 

Banquet Ticket Deadline: July 25th.

Address:

City. Slate, Zip.

The Hand-crafted 
SUVCW Toy Soldier Colour Guard 

by Martin Richie

Set II: Captain, Lieutenant, 
Piper and Drummer

Set III: Two rifle bearers, 
the SVR and GAR Flagbearers

London Broil@$33 ea.
Stuffed Chicken Breast @$33 ea.

Set IV: First Sargeant and 
three Riflebearers

Only $79-95 (plus 
$10 for shipping 
and handling) per 
set -$25 of which is 
donated to the 
Foundation-

Preregistrations will be acknowledged by Email ONLY
Complete form and mail it with a check for
$7.00 payable to:
National Organization, SUVCW
2006 Credentials Committee.
6114 Gillespie St.,
Phila., PA 19135

Pre-Registration deadline July 25th.
Please note that this form does NOT replace a completed Credentials card 

not be able to register at the encampment without a completed Credentials 
card. It is your responsibility to get your Credentials card from your Depart
ment Secretary.

ALLIED ORDERS BANQUET TICKETS 
Saturday, Aug. 12, 2006

Please send me
Name: 

Name:_________ ________________________

S treet________ __________________________
Ci ty/S tate/Zip___
Phone/Email
Organ i zati on_  
[ ] Full Page - $40 [ ] Half-page - $25
[ ] Quater Page -$15 [ ] Eightth page - $10 [ ]

Patron - one line - $5 [ ]
Send this form, ad copy and check 
before July 10, 2006 to: 
PA Dept. SUVCW 
Encampment Program Ad. 
c/o Pete Eisert 
7 Halleck Drive
East Berlin, PA 17316
Please make checks payable to Dept of PA SUVCW |

Name  
S treet.___________ _____________________
C i ty/S tate/Zip 
Department Camp # 
Current/Highest Past Office (Check only one) 
[ | CinC [ ] PCinC [ ] Dept Cmdr. 
[ ] Past Dept. Cmdr [ J Delegate [ ] Alternate 
Email Address

Noted Pennsylvania Artist Martin Richie has teamed up with the SUVCW 
Foundation to present what will be a must have for every member 
of the Allied Orders. The handmade and handpainted diecast figures feature the 
Sons Badge on each soldier and SVR hat badge on each kepi.

The first in a series of 
Four four-piece sets

2006 National Encampment Official
Program Book 0

Help support the National Encampment by placing an advertisement 
in the Official Program Book. Memorialize your

Civil War Ancestor, or a departed Allied Order Brother or Sister, 
congratulate the Commander-in-Chief. National

Presidents, send greetings to the Allied Orders of this National 
Encampment or honor your Camp, Department or your 

Country. Books are 8 1/2” by 5.5”

2006 ENCAMPMENT PRE-REGISTRATION I
I
1 
0
0
g Street
8 Ci ty/S tate/Zip__
| Email: 

J Reserve 
D Reserve

 J Total enclosed $ 

I Complete form and mail with check made payable to
I PA Dept., SUVCW
0 to:
g Lee Walters
0 Allied Orders Banquet
0 534 Saw Mill Road
0 Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-6008
I

which is required to complete your registration at the encampment. You will |
 1

I

2006 National Encampment
, i SONS OF VETERANS RESERVE

} (SVR) BREAKFAST
Saturday, Aug. 12, 2006 at 7 a.m.

jj Advanced reservations required $10 per person,
g $15.00 at the door
I
I Name ___________________________

I Street _________________________
D City/State/Zip
Sj Phone/Email 

“ S Unit
0
I
| Number of seats required 
I
| Send this form and check payable to TAG-SVR,

| before Aug. 1,2006 to:

| Col. Henry Shaw

| 27 Griswold St.
| Delaware, Ohio 43015
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While at the convention:
• Tour the Gettysburg Battlefield

• Hear The New Dawn Singers at the Campfire

(Registration and related forms can be downloaded on www.suvcw.org)

• Participate in the rededication of the GAR memorial 
on the Gettysbug Battlefield

• Enjoy the Allied Orders Banquet at the 
National Civil War Museum

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 1171 

Olyphant, PA

2006 National Encampment
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

125th Encampment
Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War
120th Encampment

Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic
119th Encampment

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
August 10-13, 2006

The Department of Pennsylvania welcomes the Allied Orders of 
The Grand Army of the Republic 

to Historic
Harrisburg, Pennsyvania and the Hilton Harrisburg Towers Hotel 

Located less than 45 minutes from Gettysburg,
the capital of the Commonwealth sits on the majestic Susquehanna River

QUARTERLY JOURNAL 
TIME-DATED MATERIAL

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Organized in 1881
Chartered by Congress in 1954

Legal successor to the
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR)

http://www.suvcw.org


NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE NUMBER 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

These badges are of precious metal and will increase in value over the years. Each 
badge will be numbered and is on a first come first serve basis. A limit of one badge 

per person has been set by the local site committee.

2006 will be the 125th anniversary of the S.U.V.C.W. The local site committee has 
been authorized to produce a commemorative badge for a limited strike. You may 

order this badge at a pre-strike savings for $25.00 each plus $5.00 shipping and 
handling (if mailed).

125"’ ANNIVERSARY OF THE SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF 
THE CIVIL WAR COMMEMORATIVE BADGE

After production the cost will be $30.00 each plus $5.00 shipping and handling 
(If mailed)

MAIL TO:
Eric Schmincke

125<h Anniversary Commemorative Badge 
1222 Van Kirk Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19149

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
Pa. Dept. SUVCW


