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THE BANNER

Commander-in-Chief Clark W. Mellor
At Lincoln Memoria! Wreath Laying Ceremony

Lincoln Memorial
1989

Sunday, February 12, 1989, dawned
bright, breezy and cold as modern day
patriots began to arrive at the Lincoin
Memorial in Washington, DC to render
honors to the sixteenth President of
the United States, Abraham Lincoln,
on the occasion of the 180th anniver-
sary of his birth.

From far and wide they came by
bus, van and car these local, state and
national representatives of more than
thirty hereditary, patriotic, historic and
military organizations to pay homage
to the Great Emancipator.

Our Allied Orders of the Grand Army
of the Republic may be justly proud of
their large representation. With the
Colors of the Commander-in-Chief
snapping in the wind, a very large
number of the SVR Lancaster Fen-
cibles mounted the long flight of steps
to take a prominent position near
Daniel Chester Finch’s sculpture of the
president. Then came a contingent of
Co. C, 28th Penna. Volunteers from
Philadelphia to serve as wreath
bearers, followed by many other re-
enactors who took advantage of the
Sunday date to make the pilgrimage.
The formal program began with a con-
cert by the U.S. Marine Band and a
welcome by Ronald M. Wrye, National
Park Service Director, followed by the
Presentation of the Colors by the Joint
Armed Services Color Guard with the
Honor Cordon lining the center aisle.
Prayers were given by Rev. William R
Robbins of MOLLUS and the Gettys-
burg Address by Marine LGEN Carl
Mundy. Following presentation of the
wreaths of tne President, Diplomatic
Corps, Interior Department and District

of Columbia, thirty-two organizations
presented floral tributes. .

Allied Order wreath presentations
were: CinC Clark Mellor and SVCinC
Charles Corfman for the National
Sons; NP Mrs. Catherine Zapatka and
NPA Mrs. Mary Scofield for the Na-
tional Auxiliary; NP Mrs. Margaret Hills
and PNP Mrs. Janice Corfman for the
National Ladies of the G.A.R.; PDC
Elmer and DP Mrs. Margaret Atkinson
for Penna. Dept. Sons and Auxiliary;
CDR John Madert and Pres. Mrs.
Elizabeth Phillips for DC Camp and
Auxiliary. )

Lincoln Birthday Committee
members from our order on duty were
PCinC Richard and PNP Dorris
Schlenker, NCofA member Lowell and
PAP Elizabeth Hammer. BG Chester
S. Shriver was in command of all SVR
troops present.

Other officers present were: NPI
Peter Dixon, NChpin Wiliard Estridge,
MD Dept AP Mary Estridge, PCinC
Gordon and LGAR PNP Elizabeth
Kock and Mrs. Erma Stark and many
Camp and Auxiliary members.

The proximity of the Viet Nam
Memorial allowed many to pay
respects to the fallen and veterans of
our most recent conflict.

And so we went our separate ways
to meet again on another day as we
continue our efforts at preserving the
precious heritage established by our
forbears.
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Member-at-Large SVR

The National Military Affairs Commit-
tee of the Sons of Union Veterans ofthe
Civil War has approved the category of
Member-at-Large SVR.

This program has proven highly
beneficial to the parent order and is
deemed worthy of trial by the SVR.

Though widely organized, itis recog-
pized that SVR units are not available
in all states and communities for those
who might wish to represent the Sons
of Union Veterans by participating in
ceremonial, living history, re-enactment
and parade activities in uniform.

The possibility of creating more SVR
units exists through implementation of
this program.

'Responsetolhisinitialcallwilldeter-
mine the manner in which the program
will be administered.

Membership in the S.U.V.C.W. is a
prerequisite.

Interested persons should contact
the Public information Officer.

Lincoln’s Sprip

By Chad Carlton
©Copyrighted, Chicago Tribune Company, a)
rights reserved, reprinted with permission

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. — Boardwalks
and picket fences lead to the freshly
painted, two-story house at the corner
of Eighth and Jackson streets,

The shiny coat of mocha brown on-
Iy. hlnts at wh.at a year-long, $2.2
million renovation has done to the
149-year-old house. A coal-black
nameplate on the door explains all the
fuss.

In silver-leaf letters: “A. LINCOLN.”

The home where Lincoln lived for 17
years is the only house the 16th presi-
dent ever owned. It's the centerpiece
of a preserved four-block
neighborhood — a snapshot of upper
middle-class homes of the mid-19th
century — where gaslight street lamps
and sprawling trees border wide
streets that are off-limits to cars.

Much has been changed since the
landmark was closed in May of last
year; and in the process, researchers
and workers have uncovered several
lost pieces of the past, including a
cache of letters.

The anticipated 1 million people who
will visit the home in the next 12
months will see a splash of color, most-
ly in replica rugs, wallpaper and
drapes. Somber tones, the mark of
past restoration efforts, have been pro-
ven wrong by re-examination of old
photographs and writings.

Nowhere are the livelier shades
more visible than the dining room.
Brilliant bouquets of flowers — red,
pink, blue, yellow and crange — leap
out of the gray wallpaper. Another
spectrum of colors is woven into the
hand-made carpet.

Books and papers are scattered
across the table, a testament to Lin-
coln’s disorganization. ]

The color coordination is not as evi-
dent in the connecting sitting room,
where young Tad and Willie played by
day and guests chatted with Abe and
Mary by night.

Decorators consulted seve_ral
historians and Victorian-era decorating
guides before completing the setting
said park historian George Painter.

Visitors will also notice a homey
touch with the addition of knickknacks
on tables and personal possessions
scattered around the rooms.

Slate-gray carpeting and a wood-

q i h resenit
grain railing, separating the prese
frorn the past, lead visitors into the
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front parior,

There, figurines sit on a table and
candelabra rest on the mantel. Small
busts, including one of Lincoln, and
flower vases are on shelves.

In the adjoining back parlor, a
discarded newpaper lies on a black
horsehair-upholstered couch. The
back parlor was a library where Lincoln
spent hours reading William
Shakespeare's works and writing
speeches, Painter said.

Books and papers are scattered
across the marble-top octagonal table,
a testament to Lincoln’s disorganiza-
tion. And a ceramic spittoon for guests
(Lincoln didn’t chew) sits at the end of
the couch.

Upstairs in the boys’ room,
dominoes and marbles seem ready for
play. A writing slate and books appear
ready for work.

But the most candid addition to the
home’s tour is an unfettered stroll
through the Lincoln’s separate
bedrooms, a commonplace arrange-
ment in the mid-19th century.

The wallpaper, with its piercing
cobalt blue swashes and a tangle of
brown and white, invigorates the
rooms. A four-poster bed seems tco
short for Abe's lanky frame, but the
6-foot-4-inch statesman fit comfortably,
Painter assured.

A shaving mirror, one of the 65
original Lincoln pieces in the home, is
adjusted to just the right height. And
two straight-edge razors sit on a wash
basin ready for trimming around Lin-
coln’s beard.

In Mary's room, combs rest on the
dresser and a dress drapes across her
bed. A white porcelain foot tub stands
ready for soaking beside the tin stove.

Before, visitors could only glance in-
to the two rooms because the floors
were weak. The tour took people
through the guest room and into the
boys’ room through doors cut out dur-
ing a 1950s renovation.

Now, those doors have been walled
over and people will walk through the
middle of the Lincoln's rooms —
bounded by the carpet trail, but not
railings.

“We wanted to let people ex-
perience the room,” said Vance
Kominski, supervisor of the park ser-
vice project.

The up-close view was made possi-
ble by reinforcing the sagging floors
with steel beams, said Kominski, an ar-
chitect. Other modern additions in-
clude smoke detectors, a sprinkler

system, intruder alarms and heating
and cooling systems.

Inside Lincoln's home, workers
made several finds. As they were peel-
ing back a kitchen wall to add insula-
tion, workers came across a stack of
documents buried beneath crumbled
plaster.

Four letters to Lincoln, an envelope,
a printed congressional speech and a
newspaper clipping were apparently
stutfed beneath the baseboard by the
Lincoln children.

None of the items proved to be of
great historical significance. But the
newspaper clipping, a large advertise-
ment for lightning rods, bolsters the
belief that Mary was deathly afraid of
lightning storms.

While workers were probing the
walls of the home, they also came
upon a hidden stairway that had been
covered by Lincoln-era remodeling.
This stairway led from the main stair-
way to an east wing garret, likely used
as a maid’s quarters and for starage,
Painter said.

Another architectural discovery was
the number of additions made to the
home during the Lincaln’s stay.

Lincoln bought the 5-year-old house
in the spring of 1844 from the Rev.
Charles Dresser, the minister who
married the Lincolns.

During the 17 years the Lincolns liv-
ed in the home, six additions turned
the simple, single-story cottage into a
spacious, two-story house, Kominski
said.

Historians aren't sure whether Abe
authorized the changes or if Mary just
had them made while her husband, a
traveling lawyer who was gone half of
each year, was out riding the Eighth
Judicial Circuit, Painter said.

Perhaps the historical find that peo-
ple will most notice is the color of the
home’s exterior.

Newspaper accounts from 1860 call-
ed the paint ““Quaker brown," a light
muddy shade, and earlier restorations
coated the house in that color.

But workers found a chimney wall
boarded over during early renovations,
painted in a darker shade, Kominski
said.

Using microscopic analyses of paint
chips from the south porch, resear-
chers verified the coffee-with-cream
shade as the correct color. Old photas
confirmed the trim was painted a
slightly darker shade than the rest of
the house.

A computer drawing was made of
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the home and each board was
numbered so it could be repositioned
exactly. About half of the walnut and
pine boards were rotting and were
replaced with more durable redwood,
Kominski said.

Painters then covered the home with
the newly discovered shades of brown
and added pine-green shutters.

The costly restoration effort now
gives visitors a look back in time to the
centerpiece of Springfield’'s upper-
middle class neighborhood in 1861.

“At the time Lincoln left for
Washington, this is the way it looked,”
Kominski said. “'This is the way he
would remember it."

Brand Army
of the Repuhlic

Heritage

“The Grand Army of the Republic is
a unique organization. No child can be
barn into it. No proclamation of Presi-
dent, edict of King or Czar, can com-
mand admission. No university or in-
stitution of learning can issue adiploma
authorizing its halder to entrance. No
act of Parliament or Congress secures
recognition. The wealth of a Vanderbilt
cannot purchase the position. Its doors
open only on the presentation of the bit
of parchment, worn, torn, and begrimed
as it may be, which certifies to an
honorable discharge from the armies or
navies of the Nation during the war
against the rebellion, and unlike any
other organization, no new blood can
come in. There are no growing ranks
from which recruits can be drawn into
the Grand Army of the Republic. With
the consummation of peace through
victory itsranks were closed forever; its
lines are steadily growing thinner, and
the ceaseless tramp of its columns is
with ever-lessening tread. The gapsin
the picket lines grow wider every day.
Details are made for the reserve sum-
moned into the shadowy regions until by
and by only a solitary sentinel will stand
guard, waiting until the bugle call from
beyond shall muster out the last com-
rade of the Grand Army of the
Republic.”

Anonymous



YA Tr an



IR_IR IR 2 ARAR



