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THE BANNER

September-October 1956
—p—————

Business Sessions

The first business session opened at 9:30 A. M.
on Monday in the beautiful lodge room of the Elk’s
Home. Prayer was offered by National Chaplain
George Hibbert Driver. Officers were present with
the exception of Council of Administration member
Homer L. Young.

Commander-in-Chief Bauer announced the follow-
ing appointments: Guide, G. Elliot Sanford of New
York; Color Guard, Edw. J. Carmichael of Cali-
fornia; Guards, Harold Shepardson of Mass., and
Robert Wagner of New York. The following com-
mittee chairmen were appointed: Credentials, Al-
bert DeHaven of Maine; Resolutions, U. S. Grant,
3rd, of Washington, D. C.; Officers Reports, Wm.
Coffin of Ohio; Constitution and Regulations, Chas.
H. E. Moran of Mass.; Ritual and Ceremonies, Cleon
Heald of New Hampshire; Fraternal Relations,
Chas. E. Sautter of Florida; and 1957 Encampment
City, John L. Day of Massachusetts.

The convention voted to send messages to P. C.
in C. Sherman and Cranmer expressing regret at
their illness. Also to Martin J. Johnson, The Loyal
Legion, Thomas Starr and George A. Dondero.

Special recognition was voted to the five members
that participated in G.A.R. funeral services at the
funeral of Comrade Albert Woolson. By vote of
the Council of Administration these men will be
entitled to wear a gold star on the ribbon of their
badge for the duration of their membership to
indicate their part in this memorable event.

The incoming administration was instructed to
contact the Department of Internal Revenue regard-
ing tax exemption and gift exemption. They were
also directed to arrange a suitable ceremony at the
Lincoln Tomb in Springfield, Ill., on or about April
14th of each year, the anniversary of his assassina-
tion.

The National Patriotic Instructor was instructed
to revise Form 60 and Form 61 for reporting activi-
ties of Camp and Department Patriotic Instructors.

The Encampment voted to cooperate with and
assist the American Museum of Immigration and
the American Heritage Foundation in their worthy
projects.

In cooperation with the Washington, D. C. Civil
War Round Table and other interested organizations,
we will participate in plans and arrangements for
the proper observance of the Centennial of the
Civil War from 1961 to 1965.

A resolution was adopted to cooperate with the
Ladies of the G.A.R. in their effort to secure a
Federal Charter, and also to help them to secure
a Civil War Veterans Memorial Building in Wash-
ington, D. C.

Plans were discussed to sponsor the issuance of
a special commemorative 50¢ coin by the U. S. Mint
honoring Comrade Albert Woolson.

The Resolutions Committee expressed apprecia-
tion to the Auxiliary and the Ladies of the G.A.R.
for meeting simultaneously with us and helping to
make the convention successful. Also enthusiastic
thanks to Chairman John Runkle and the members
of his committee for arrangements made for our
comfort.

Departments and Camps are now requested to
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add the office of Department Historian and Camp
Historian to their roster of officers.

The two Constitutional Amendments promulgated
in the July-August Banner were approved by the
necessary 2/3 vote and will now be submitted to
Departments for their approval.

Time and Place Committee

The Time and Place Committee consisting of John
L. Day of Mass.; Dewey B. Mead of Minn.; and
Fred Howe of New York, recommended the City
of Detroit, Michigan for the 1957 meeting and the
City of Boston, Mass. for the 1958 meeting. Both
recommendations were adopted unanimously.

On Thursday the concluding business session was
held which included election and installation of
officers. The officers were installed by P. C. in C.
John E. Sautter. P. C. in C. Richard Locke pre-
sented a check to outgoing Commander Frederic G.
Bauer in lieu of a Past Commander-in-Chief’s badge.
This was at Brother Bauer's request. He imme-
diately endorsed the check and turned it back to
the organization Permanent Fund. He requested a
Life Membership for his son, Richard W. Bauer
and also entered four names on the Permanent
Honor Roll.
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Auxiliary Events

On Sunday evening many of the Auxiliary mem-
bers attended the Camp Fire, held in the Grand
Army tradition, in the KForum-State Education
Building in Harrisburg. A most impressive pro-
gram was presented and enjoyed by all. During
the program our National Patriotic Instructor, Iyla
Bartlett, presented to a representative of the Kline's
Children’s Hospital a check in the amount of
$250.00 as a gift from our organization thus carry-
ing out our custom of leaving a memorial, in our
name, in the Convention City.

On Monday morning the 70th National Encamp-
ment of the Auxiliary was called to order by Na-
tional Chief of Staff Edith L. Snyder in the ballroom
of the Penn Harris Hotel. National Special Aides
and National Aides marched into the room each
carrying gladioli and formed a guard of honor
through which our National President Lenore D.
Glass was escorted by P. N. P. Lena Barrett. Sister
Snyder then presented a lovely corsage to Sister
Glass. Mary Gordon of Massachusetts, Convention
Musician, then sang a song to the National Presi-
dent after which the Aides presented their flowers
to Sister Glass and retired from the room. Past
Department Commander and former Aide to Com-
rade Woolson, Dewey Mead of the Department of
Minnesota, was escorted into the room and pre-
sented to the convention. He presented a beautiful
altar flag to the National Organization in memory
of Comrade Woolson which was received by the
National President with thanks to Brother Mead.

The gavel was rapped for the first business session
of the convention at 10:30 A. M. Convention appoint-
ments were announced, committee appointments
were made and roll call of National Officers, Past
National Presidents, Department Presidents and
immediate Past Department Presidents was given.
Gifts were presented from Sister Glass to ail who
answered the roll call.

The first order of business at the afternoon ses-
sion was the reading of a splendid report by the
National President. National Vice President Mar-
garet Horn presided while this report was being
read. Following the reading of the report P. N. P.
Lena Barrett spoke on behalf of the National Or-
ganization and presented to Sister Glass a testi-
monial of $200.00.

Reports of the remaining National Officers were
then given in order and these were followed by
reports of standing committees and Department
reports. On Tuesday afternoon nomination of offi-
cers took place and as there were no contests for
any office the nominated officers were declared
elected by acclamation. During the afternoon ses-
sion on Tuesday greetings were received from many
patriotic organizations, some representing national
groups, some state groups and others from local
groups.

Wednesday was set aside for the trip to Gettys-
burg, details of which, I feel sure, have been covered
completely in other parts of this issue of the Banner.
We of the Auxiliary, however, have every reason
to be proud of our accomplishments in regard to
the Memorial to the Grand Army of the Republic
and owe to Nister Celeste Gentieu, P. N. P, a

sincere vote of thanks for her work and for the
foresight to know just how wonderful this project
would be. Sister Celeste spent many years seeking
cooperation in behalf of this fund and now her dream
has been realized. It was voted at this convention
that the balance still remaining in this fund be
placed in an interest bearing account in the bank
until such time as it has been decided how to best
use the balance as a memorial to the Grand Army
of the Republic.

On Wednesday evening a delightful banquet was
held under the direction of the National Chief of
Staff. The guest table was attractively decorated
with flowers and everyone attending the banquet
found a miniature gold loving cup placed by their
dinner plate. During the speaking, which followed
the banquet, our National President, Lenore Glass,
complimented the Sons on their 75th Anniversary
and presented to them from our Auxiliary a check
for $500.00.

Thursday morning reports were received from the
Resolution Committee and the Committee on Officers
reports. At this meeting it was voted to present to
Sister Celeste Gentieu, P. N. P., a love token of
$200.00 in recognition of her loyalty and devotion
to a wonderful project. This was followed by the
reading of the report of the National Patriotic In-
structor which was outstanding. Sister Bartlett
reported a gross amount raised of $1,157.83 with a
net turned over to the Treasurer of $1,080.43. The
National Chief of Staff’s report, also a wonderful
one, reported a gross amount of $2,606.68 with a
net turned over to the Treasurer of $2,491.95. Both
of these reports were received with much applause
and both officers were complimented on their fine
work.

(Continued on page eight)
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