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SONS ENCAMPMENT NEWS

The 97th Annual National Encampment of the Sons G'f Uln“;:
Veterans of the Civil War, the 92nd Annual Entempement 092;\(1
Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and the R
Annual Encampment of the Ladies of the Grand Army of 1
Reublic were all held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Augusi 13th
thru 17th, 1978. Headquarters for all three Encampments was the
Pantlind Hotel.

On Sunday the Council of Administration met in _the early af-
ternoon. A full report of both Council of Administration meetings
can be found elsewhere in this issue of The Banner. Following this
meeting, a Joint Memorial Service was conducted by Richard C
Schlenker of Delaware. National Chaplain of the SUVCW, and Mrs.
Arlene lervolino of Massachusetts, National Chaplain of the
Auxiliary. During the service departed brothers and sisters from
various Depariments were remembered as each Department Com-
mander and each Department President, or their representatives,
placed a flower in tribute to the members of their own Department.
Mr. Richard E. Wyman of New Hampshire, a former National
Chaplain, sang two hymns and was accompanied by Past National
President Emma Wheeler of New Hampshire on the piano. Tributes
were also paid to the memory of the G.A.R. and to all Past Com-
manders-in-Chief and Past National Presidents.

Sunday evening was highlighted by the annual Campfire
program. This program is shared by members of all of the Allied Or-
ders in attendance and is under the direction of the Encampment
Committee of the Host organizations. The colors were presented
and later retired by a contingent from the Sons of Veterans Reserve
under the command of General Chester S. Shriver who is Com-
manding Officer of the S.V.R. The main address at the Campfire
was gi\_’en by P.C. in C. Frank M. Heacock, Sr. Following the formal
C_am.phre exercises, the group was entertained by a local woman's
singing group which did a number of selections. This group sang
barbershop type music, performing without musical ac-
companiment and in beautiful harmony.

Org Monday morning, the Encampments of the Sons and the
Auxiliary were officially opened at a joint opening ceremony con-
ducted in the Ballroom of the Hotel which was also the meeting
room for the Auxiliary. This joint opening was under the direction
of Mrs. Hilda Junge, National Chief of Staff of the Auxiliary, and P
C.inC. John H. Stark, National Chief of Staff of the Sons.

Following the formal joint opening. the Sons retired
\’nndAenburg Room which served as their meeting rot:x;hfo:vf}f:
remainder of the week. There the first business meeting was called
to oraer by Commander-in-Chief Harold T. Beilby at approximatel
11.00 AM. In addition to the standing committees that have servez
all of the past year and were appointed a year ago by Commander-
mn-Chief Beilby in his General Order No. 1, the following ap-

pointments were made as Chairmen i i
1 of special comm
this Encampment: P Kieesliolt

Officers Reports .. . ... William W. Haskell, P. C. in C. of Mas
Credenttals............... Miles Harrington, P.D.C: of Masz
Resolutioas ........ Richard O. Parkington, P. D. C. of Penna.
lfn.uals and Ceremonies . Fred H. Combs, Jr.l P C.in.C of I?In;-
. Cemmander-in-Chief Beilby also appointed thxe .foliowin floor ¢
m(;rs;or the duration of the Encampment: ke
bulde................., Gordon R. Bury, II, P. D. i
Ef;';:d!%mrer ........ Jumes Leadwith, P. D. C. ofCo?m(q)af:g(}:ll:?:
AR Y Orval King, P. D. C. of Indiana
§ reports were read by Comer - ¥
\ga!ve f:n\ report price to the \1o-ndu>' lu::'s:;‘ggg;:f;z‘é§¥:6M
“t.v::‘ni.uzrdpdav #lterncon the reports of the other Natignal Offic:s
i \i«r.‘ln:‘ |¥ reports referred Lo commitiee During the report
b dovndios ‘h:l.:mrrnur« it was noted that both proposed amend-
o - 8 }t;lhw of the Order have been possed by the
s b r:lr,f v of all Departments. With a total of 19 Denart.
o :Illelﬁad:';x:)s( &:zr;rett_;l;xred for each. The results were: 13
blood fk:c‘endem.s, etc; and lzl}r:cf:vi,ixo:lakrj:;:grnhe;? tl A cqllateral
9?;317]'521"8 the rules for Assagigre Memberships oé\irntlclebVII
f:" g:“si‘:r::n(:?f:ns a;lnsfo:’eg by the 96th Apnuai .F.m;nr‘;ep'n:)-:rl:
oeloeds M. Jo A8 YT did, in faet, receive ranif y
thu‘]:c.u(;-l all Departments, Comn\andor-:n’-(c.;:()'? :)lt- ;;*
om duly approved and a part of the Cor.u.mno;v, 0)1
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our Order. Various resolutions were read and referyed —
mittee. The meeting adjourned a little after four ip Lhe 0 Com,
Monday evening was the time of the annual Past Come aft.,n%n.
Chief and Past National Presidents banquet. Later tl:nanders'in
there was an exemplification of the Ritual by the SUVCV\?C &vening
an exemplification by the Auxiliary. Both Ritua} exem 1?5. well ¢
were the occasions for initiation of new members, three Plificq;

and two in the Auxiliary. Following the Ritual work thel; !:he Stes
tesy Hour was conducted by the National Chiefs of étaff o(f]g;: o
and Auxiliary. e Song

On Tuesday morning the business session open :
of the Encampment Site Committee which angou::e‘zltc}l::he]'eport
of Hartford, Connecticut for the 1979 Encampment. The ZE action
be August 12-16, 1979 and the headquarters Hotel will abm will
Sheraton-Hartford. The committee also proposed new guideli e the
the conduct of future Encampment Site Committees, in acc(;::‘ for
with the instructions given it at the Des Moines Encampmeange
1977. The guidelines included nine separate Paragatn: nt in
proceedings of 97th Annual National Encampment for ?ull t(See
which covered the duties and powers of the Committee theextl
countability for all funds donated by National Organizatio‘ns of :hc
Allied Orders and the responsibilities for the Encampment p]annin:

in the event there is no Host Camp or Department in the city selee
ted. .

The Legislative Committee report included the following recom-

mendations which were adopted by the Encampment:

. That the U. S. Congress be again urged to return Memorial Da
to the traditional May 30th date, thus causing a nation-widi
return of this traditional Holiday to its proper date.

- That appropriations of Federal Funds for the expansion
enlargement and enhancement of Civil War Battlefields be
strongly supported.

. That the SUVCW recognize the national media for the balanced

and objective live coverage given to the Panama Canal debates
inthe U. S. Congress.

.Reports were heard from the Americanization Committee, the
Llpco].n Tomb Committee, the GAR Remembrance Committee, the
M.llitury Affairs Committee and the Fraternal Relations Com-
mittee. Commanding General Chester S. Shriver gave the report of
the Military Department, S. V. R. (Sons of Veterans Reserve) and
there followed a lively debate on the activities of the S. V. R. and
their relationships to the SUVCW.

The report of the Credentials Committee was as follows:

Commanders-in-Chief........... ... .. ... .. ... ....c.... 1
Past Commanders-in-Chief ..................c.ccccuuen- 13
Department Commanders ... ..............ccoeeeeeenens 11
Past Department Commanders...............ooeiveenne 52
Delegates. . . ...uu. i e e 21

This represents the total registration of the Encampment.
Brothers present and entitled to vote during the business sessions
totaled 70, the balance representing Brothers registered but absent.

Other resolutions submitted to this Encampment and passed at
the recommendation of the Committee on Resolutions included:

- A resolution to urge that the appointment of Federal Judges be
bas.eq on the professional merits of the candidate and not upon
politics so that such Judges, once appointed, may act In-
dependent of current political considerations at all times and In
all matters.

- A resolution urging the retention of the name of Mount
MCK.m]eY- named after a soldier, statesman and martyr
President, and urging rejection of a contemporary movement £
rename this famous mountain peak.

- A resolution urging the continuance of Memorial Day on May
30th of each year, excluding this Holiday from the list of
holidays which the Federal Government observes on th€
nearest Monday.

A r_e§olution expressing regret at the Panama Canal treaty
decfs’on and urging even greater vigilance to safeguard 0¥
national interest under this far less advantagious or desirable
arrangement.

On Tuesday evening the annual joint banquet of the Sons and

Auxiliary was held in the ballroom of the Hotel. Past Commanﬂert
:in.Ch'Ef Joseph S. Rippey served as toastmaster. The banquet. \"“
er the direction of Auxiliary Chief of Staff Hilda Junge. W&
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follo_wed by a reception honoring the National Officers and Past
National Heads of both organizations. The evening concluded with
an excellent dance orchestra.

The Wednesday session, the final of the Encampment, heard the
report of the Audit Committee appointed by the Council of Ad-
ministration to audit the report of the Secretary-Treasurer. The
Financial section of the report from the Sr.-Vice Commander-in-
Chief (dealing with the Centennial Fund) and the report of the
Patriotic Instructor {dealing with the G. A. R. Memorial Fund)
were heard. A standing ovation was given the Patriotic Instructor
for a “'record year”. P. C. in C. Frank Heacock gave a brief and
disappointing report on the Committee for the Restoration of
Memorial day. Congressional Committees have this proposal “tied
up’’ and there appears to be little hope for the current session of
Congress.

The committee on Officers Reports gave a final report, including a
large number of routine recommendations from various officers. In-
cluded in these were recommendations from both Commander-in-
Chief Beilby and Secretary-Treasurer Shriver to form a Centennial
Year Committee to begin now for the planning of 1981 (the 100th
anniversary of the SUVCW).

A recommendation in the report of the National G. A. R. Highway
Officer for the appointment of Department G. A. R. Highway Of-
ficers in all Departments thru which the G. A. R. Memorial High-
way passes was also adopted. The Encampment heard the reports
of the Committee on Constitution and Regulations and the Budget
Committee, as well as a verbal report from Fort Chicamauga Camp
No. 1, a Camp-at-Large which is formed from S.V.R. and 4th U.S.
Cavalry personnell at Fort Chickamauga, Oklahoma. The Com-
mittee on Constitution and Regulations recommended one change
to Chapter I1I, Article VII, Section 6 which deals with Committees.
This proposed change, which was adopted by the Encampment and
referred to the various Departments for ratification, amends Sec-
tion 6 to be in agreement with the Guidelines adopted earlier by the
Encampment. for the Encampment Site Committee by adding one
new sentence at the end of Section 6 as follows: *'It may adopt rules
for the proper accomplishment of the foregoing, and may appoint an
encampment planner.” The Massachusetts Department, with a net
gain of 21 new members during fiscal 1977-78, was presented with
the Harold E. Arnold Membership Award Plaque.

Fort Chickamauga Camp #1, a Camp-at-Large, with a net mem-
bership increase of 34.6% during fiscal 1977-78 was presented with
the General U. S. Grant I1I Trophy. A resolution carried to the
Wednesday meeting by the Ladies of the GAR, urging a return of
all five Allied Orders to meet in National Encampment together,
was adopted. Under Good-Of-The-Order there were lengthy and
spirited discussions on various subjects from the Grand Army com-
pound 1n New Hampshire to problems in specific Camps, most
especially in Philadelphia Camp No. 200 of the Pennsylvania De-
partment. While the Encampment had no official action to take in
these matters the Brothers present discussed at length the various
topics introduced.

Nominations for Officers were opened and two nominations were
made for the office of Commander-in-Chief for the year 1978-79. P.
D. C. Charles A. Brady of illinois was endorsed by and nominated
by the [linis Department and P. D. C. Richard Greenwalt of Ohio
was endorsed and nominated by the New York Department. There
were no contests for any other National office. Following
nominations, the room was locked and the Brothers present voted
by Department, electing Brother Greenwalt and Commander-in-
Chief for the year 1978-79.

Of the 13 Past Commanders-in-Chief registered, twelve were
present. They were:

C. Leroy Stoudt of Pennsylvania
Chester S. Shriver of Pennsylvania
Joseph S. Rippey of New York

William W. Haskell of Massachusetts
Frank M. Heacock, Sr. of Pennsylvania
Fred H. Combs, Jr. of New Jersey
Geroge L. Cashman of Illinois

Norman R. Furman of New York

Allen B. Howland of Massachusetts
John H. Stark of Pennsylvania
Clarence J. Riddell of Pennsylvania
Kenneth T. Wheeler of New Hampshire

There were numerous State delegation luncheons, dinners, parties
and open houses throughout the five days of the Encampment. On

Thursday there was a bus tour of Grand Rapids for delegates and
family who were able to stay thru the final day of the planned
events. The full text of all proceedings, resolutions, motions, etc.
may be found in the official, published proceedings of the 97th An-
nual National Encampment of the SUVCW.

COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION ACTIONS

The following actions were taken by the Council of Ad-
ministration during its meetings on August 13, 1978 and August 16,
1978 at Grand Rapids, Michigan:

1. Appointed P.C. in C. Joseph S. Rippey of New York and P.C. in
C. Fred H. Combs, Jr. of New Jersey as a sub-committee to
prepare and present an annual budget for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1979. This committee subsequently reported to the full
Encampment on August 16, 1978 and was thereafter
discharged.

2. Appointed P. C. in C. Kenneth T. Wheeler of New Hampshire
and P. D. C. Richard L. Greenwalt, Sr. Vice Commander-in-
Chief, of Ohio as a subcommittee to audit the report of the
National Secretary-Treasurer and the report of the independent
C. P. A. audit of the fiscal year 1977-1978. This committee sub-
sequently reported to the full Encampment on August 16, 1978
and was then discharged. ’

3. Received the report of The Editor of The Banner and approved
his recommendation that the allowance for the Banner be in-
creased to $3,200 {an increase of $200 per year) due to rising
printing and postage casts. Recommendation was then referred
to the Budget Committee. Also approved recommendations
that the subscription price of The Banner remain unchanged
and that the present method and quality of printing and
distribution remain unchanged.

4. Received the report of the Coordinator of the Membership-At-
Large program and approved his recommendation that this
program continue its long standing practice of an annual ad-
vertisement in the Civil War Times. This recommendation was
then referred to the Budget Committee.

5. Received the report of the Patriotic Instructor, requested at the
August 17, 1977, meeting in Des Moines, Iowa, regarding the
probable costs of the Medal which was recommended in the an-
nual report of the National Patriotic Instructor in Des Moines.
That recommendation has been referred to the Council of Ad-
ministration by the National Encampment in Des Moines.
Based on the probable costs per unit for striking and
distributing this medal, the Council voted to table this recom-
mendation.

6. Reappointed P. D. C. Albert W. Lambert as Editor of The Ban-
ner for the coming year.

7. Continued for 1978-79 the annual payment of $6.00 to Camps on
Life Memberships as interest to be applied to the dues of the
member.

8. Set the Goal of the National Patriotic Instructor for the year
1978-79 at $1,700.00.

AUXILIARY ENCAMPMENT NEWS

The 92nd Annual National Encampment of the Auxiliary to Sons
of Union Veterans of the Civil War convened in Grand Rapids,
Mich. the week of August 13th. Headquarters was established at
the Pantlind Hotel. Delegates to the Encampment began arriving
on Friday, Aug. 11th and by Sunday. the first official day of the
Encampment, everyone was anxious to get into the activities
planned for the week.

Many of the members attended church services in the various
churches near the hotel and those who did not want to leave the
hotel were invited to attend a Nondenomnational Worship Service
conducted by the Rev. Richard O. Partington P.D.C. of Penna.
Following religious services Registration desks were set up by the
three organizations for the registration of delegates. Department
Presidents and Department Commanders met with the National
Chaplains of the Sons and Auxiliary for rehearsal for Memorial
Service. The National Council convened at 1:30 P.M. for the annual
audit of the books of the Secretary and ‘Treasurer. Joint Memorial
Service and Campfire services were held on Sunday afternoon and
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