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AUXILIARY CONVENTION NEWS

Our members began arriving in Rochester, New York on
Saturday, August 9, for the 89th National Encampment of the

> Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. )

Registration began at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, and a most im-
pressive Joint Memorial Service of the Sons and Auxiliary was
held at 3:00 p.m. under the able direction of National Chaplains
Martha Dawson and William Rule. The Band Concert began at
7:30 p.m. and at 8:00 p.m. Brother Joseph Rippey, Convention
Chairman, opencd the Campfire Program. Because of the
shortened Encampment schedule, some of the Departments and
Clubs held their breakfasts, luncheons and dinners on Sunday, as
well as the other days of the Encampment.

At 7:00 a.m. on Monday, National President Jessie G. Wells
met for breakfast with the Department Presidents, and at 9:30
a.m. the Joint Opening of the Sons and Auxiliary was called to
order by the Chiefs of Staff, Ann E. Willeke and C. LeRoy Stoudt.
National Aides marched into the room to form an aisle through
which the National Officers of both Organizations and the Past
National Presidents and Past Commanders-in-Chie{ were received
and introduced. The siiting Department Presidents and Past
National Presidents were seated in the first row of seats on either
side of the auditorium. National President Wells thanked the
Chiefs of Staff for the lovely opening and welcomed everyone
10 the convention. Commander-in-Chief John H. Stark extended
his greetings and expressed appreciation for an enjoyable year in
office.

National President Wells announced her convention appoint-
ments and all officers were seated at their appointed stations.
PNP Ellinore K. Johnson presented a gavel and stand to the
National President in lieu of a second badge. Following the
opening prayer by the National Chaplain, all joined in the Pledge
of Allegiance to the Flag, the singing of the Star Spangled Banner
and America, and the recitation of the American Creed. All
National Officers responded 10 the roll call and received gifts
from Sister Wells.

The roll call of Past National Presidents showed eighteen in
attendance, including Sister Wells, who gave each one a remem-
brance. Thirteen Department Presidents for 1974-1975 responded
to the roll call and received gifts from their “NMom”, who was
National President last year also and thus had the opportunity
to see most of them preside at their Department Conventions this
year. The roll call of Department Presidents for 1975-1976 found
seventeen present and they, too, were presented with gifts, as were
all appointees of the convention, Committee Chairmen, and the
Convention Committee. Sister Diane Sands of the Pennsylvania
Department received a special gift from the National President in
recognition of her heroism during the past year when she saved
a man from drowning.

The Vice President was asked to preside while the National
President read the report of her work and activities since she
assumed her office for a second time in January when Sister
Catherine McCoy resigned because of ill health. Sister Wells was
commended for her dedication and loyalty in again assuming this
responsibility and for accomplishing her year's work in half a
year's time. Sister Flora Bates presented Sister Wells with her
testimonial from the National Organization.

Sister Wells announced that Sister McCoy had selected Brad
Calhoun as the recipient of this year's $350 college scholarship in
the name of our Organization and that, after reviewing his
qualifications and goals, she decided that he should receive the
award. Brad will continue his studies this fall at the Princeton
Theological Seminary, Princeton, New Jersey. Sister McCoy
passed away on June 3, 1975 and was given Past National Presi-
dent status posthumously.

It was suggested by PNP Margaret Schroeder that an honorary
membership be given to PNP Ida Rokes Klein, who served as
Natijonal President fifty years ago in 1925. A motion was passed
granting Sister Klein the honorary membership and she will also
be presented with an appropriate plaque in recognition of her
many years of loyally and service to our Order.

During the afternoon session, reports of National Officers
were reaq, interspersed with reports of the Departments. A1 3:00
p.m. National Patriotic Instrucior Jean Kandrac presented a $350
check to the Al Siegel Center of the Monroe County Chapter

for Retarded Children. Mr. James San Felipo was the represen-
tative from the Center and he expressed thanks to the Auxiliary
for their generous gift and told the delegates the money would
go toward the cost of a special therapy machine for retarded child-
ren. He also expressed the hope that the machine could be used
to tecach deaf children to speak.

The Past National Presidents and Commanders-in-Chief en-
joyed their annual banquet on Monday evening, under the direc-
tion of PNP Eileen Coombs, who presented each one present with
a remembrance of the occasion. The Exemplification of the
Ritual was held with PNP Ursula Shepherdson presiding, followed
by a Courtesy Hour under the direction of the National Chief of
Siaff. All Departments participated in the grand march by States
and gifts were presented to the National Officers.

On Tuesday morning the minutes of the previous day's meeting
were read and approved and the reports of the National Officers,
Departments, Standing Committees and Convention Committees
continued. All recommendations received from National Officers
will be published in the first Nationa! Order of the new Adminis-
tration, and any Resolutions of note will also be published by our
new National President.

The newly-revised Ritual and C.R. & R. are available at $1.25
cach for the Ritual and 60 cents each for the C. R. & R. All
Auxiliaries and eligible members are urged to purchase revised
copies from the National Treasurer, Mary E. Kramer, 204 Clark
Street, Lemoyne, Pa. 17043.

The Credential Committee reported 145 voting members and
22 guests registered. Officers for the ensuing year were nominated
and a complete listing can be found elsewhere in this issue of
the Banner. Greetings and visits were exchanged with the Sons
and Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic.

Under the direction of Chief of Staff Ann Willeke, Tuesday
evening’s banquet was a most delightful affair, with National
Secretary-Treasurer Chester Shriver serving as Toastmaster. Sister
Wells presented the Auxiliary's gift to Commander-in-Chief Stark
and also our love token of $500.00 to the Sons. Commander-in-
Chief Stark was also presented with a life membership in the
Organization by his wife. Everyone enjoyed vocal selections by
our own “Dolly”, PNP Hazel Moushey, and the reception and
dancing which followed. Later in the evening Sister Wells held
open house in the Headquarters Suite where her lovely gifts were
on display and refreshments were enjoyed by all who atiended.

The minutes of Tuesday’s meetings were read and approved
on Wednesday morning. National Chief of Staff Ann Willeke
read her financial report which showed a balance turned over to
the National Treasurer of $2,414.54. National Patriotic Instruc-
tor Jean Kandrac turned over $1,686.80 to the Treasurer as a
result of her year's work. Both reports were well-received by
everyone present and both Sisters were given standing ovations.

Officers for 1975-1976 were installed by PNP Irene Murphy.
The new National President, Caroline Riddell, was escorted by
her husband, the new Commander-in-Chief Clarence Riddell.
Both officers gave brief but impressive speeches and the Encamp-
ment closed with prayer and the singing of “God Be With You
'Til We Meet Apgain.” The Old and New Councils met on
Wednesday afternoon for the final audit of the books.

On Wednesday evening entertainment was enjoyed by all who
remained in Rochester for the Niagara Falls trip on Thursday.
Busses left the Americana Hotel at 9:15 a.m. and stopped at
points of interest in the Niagara Falls area. Lunch was served
by members of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church in Niagara-on-
the-Lake, Ontario, and time was allowed for gift shopping. A
tired, but fulfilled, group aboard the four busses in the entourage
returned to Rochester shortly after 6:00 p.m. and all agreed that
the Department of New York is to be commended for their
efforts in our behalf in making the 89th National Encampment
a truly memorable one.

NOTICE — CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Effectively immediately, PNP Edna S. Lambert will no longer
maintain P. O. Box 457 in Trenton, New Jersey. Please address
all correspondence to:
Mrs. Edna S. Lambert
River Road, Box 209
Titusville, N, J. 08560
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General Order No. 1
Series 1975-76
Headquarters

Commandery-In-Chief

Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War

Clarence J. Riddell

3437 N. Howard Street

Philadelphia, Pa. 19140

Phone: (215) RE 9-5796

1. Haying been elected and installed as your Commander-In-
Chief at the 94th Annual Encampment in Rochester, New
York, command has been assumed and Headquarters estab-
lished at the above address.

2. A roster of the elected and appointed officers is printed
in this issue of the Banner. Commillee appointments are as
folows:

Committec on Constitution

Joseph 8. Rippey, 165 Linden Sircet, Rochesier, N, Y. 14620

Norman L Furman, 99 Conant Drive, Buffalo, N. Y. 14223

Fred H. Combs, Jr., P O Box 6193, Lawrenceville, N. J. 08648

John C. Yocum, 32 E. Greenwood Avenue, Lansdowne, Pa. 13050

Chester S. Shriver, P. O. Box 24, Gettysburg, Pa. 17325
Legislative Commitice

Thomas L Johnson, 764 W. Washington Ave., Apt. 110, Madison,

Wise. 53715
(e 11§§ng Stoudt, 2540 Fairview Avenue, Mt. Penn., Reading, Pa.

Cleon C. Heald, 234 Washington Street, Keene, N H. 03431

Richard Grecnwalt, 616 W. Summit Strecet, Alliance. Ohio 14601

Rev Alvin Lee Baker, 112 Countryside Lane, St. Joseph, Mo. 64503

Membership Committee
Harold Beilby, 49 Stonchill Drive, Rochester, N, Y. 14615
and all Junior Viee Department Commanders
Americanism and Education

Kennelh Wheeler, 64 Amherst Street, Milford, N. H. 03055

Thomas A. Monahan, Jr., 3425 N. Howard Street, Philadelphia, Pa
19140

William O. Wilson., 1! Walker Road, Springfield, Vt. 05156

Earl L. Clark, 5727 . 42nd Street, Minncapolis, Minn. 55416

John B. Tipton, 725 N. Farragul Avenue, Colorado Springs, Color.
80909

Lincoln Tomb Ceremony

George L. Cashman, Lincoln Tomb, Springfield, IN. 62702, Co-
Chairman .

Thomas L. Johnson, 764 W. Washington Ave. Apt. 110, Madison,
Wisc. 33715, Co-Chairman . .

Wayne C. Temple, 821 172 S. 5th Street, Springficld, II. 62703, Co-
Chairman .

(Additional members may be appointed by Co-Chairmen!
Remembrance Day, Gettysburg .
Ivan E. Frantz, 559 W Jackson Street, York, Pa. 17403, Chairman
G. Henry Roth, Gettysburg Times, Gettysburg, Pa. 17325
1976 Encampment Committee )
Richard Greenwalt, 616 W. Summit Street, Alliance, Ohio 44601
tOthers to be appointed by the Chalrman)
National Military Affairs Committec

Norman R Furman, 99 Conant Drive, Buffalo, N. Y. 14223

William W. Haskell, 109 Burkeside Avenue, Brockton, Mass. 02401

Elton P. Koch, 204 E Sellers Avcnue, Ridley Park, Pa. 19078

John H. Jeffries, P. O. Box 7, Ft. Chickamauga, Cookson, Okla,

RRL ) N q
Gordo‘n R. Bury II, R.D. No. 1, Box 172, Marshallville, Ohio 44645

{Two additional members may be appointed at a later date.!
Fraternal Relations Committee

Edwin K. Kramer, 204 Clark Street, Lemoyne, Pa. 17043

Harry E. Gibbons, 554 LaSalle Avenue, Buffalo. N Y. 14215

Curry M Shockley, 308 W. 261h Street, Wilmington, Del 19802

Encampment Site Commiittce
C. Leroy Stoudt, 2540 Fairview Avenue. Mt. Penn, Reading, Pa, 19606
Chester S. Shriver, P. O. Box 24, Gettysburg., Pa. 17325
Fred H. Combs, Jr., P. O. Box 6193, Lawrenceville, N J. 08648

3. As your Commander-in-Chief, 1 ask for your loyal support
10 all the officers elected for the year 1975-76. Try to make
this an outstanding year. )

4. Get out and secure new members — it can be done. All
Brothers recruiting three new members will be made National
Aides. Camp secretaries should notify me when a member
becomes cligible. o ‘ ]

5. Please don't forget your National Patriotic Instructor, Fran.}.
Clark, from New Jersey. He needs your help to reach his
goal 'of $1,200. Send all contributions to the National
Patriotic Instructor Fund directly to him.

6. Remembrance Day at Gettysburg on November 22 is a day

you should not forget.

7. To the National President of the Auxiliary, Mrs. Caroline E.
Riddell; National President of the Ladies of the Grand
Army, Mrs. Edra Gene Tighe; National President of the
Daughters of the Union Veterans and the National President
of the Woman's Relief Corps, my sincere congratulations and
best wishes for a harmonious and successful year.

8. To Department Commanders — I would appreciate it if you
will send me the dates of your 1976 Department Encampment
along with the location, so that I may plan my itinerary. |
would like to visit every Department if possible.

9. In conclusion, may T thark all of the delegates who elected
me as your Commander-In-Chief. 1 appreciate this honor
and will do all I can to live up to your expectations. I
need your help and support to make it a success. May T
count on you?

Clarence J. Riddell
Commander-in-Chief

The LEGISLATIVE REPORT

STATUS OF MONDAY HOLIDAY LEGISLATION — On
September 9 the House of Representatives passed by a vote of
410 to 0 a bill to return the federal observance of Veterans Day
1o November 1! effective in 1978. The measure passed the Senate
last spring and awaits the approval of the President which is
assured. On the state level. Colorado has become the 46th state
to return its observance of Veterans Day to the November I date.
States that have not acted on the restoration of the November
Il date are reported to be Hawaii, Nevada. Rhode Island, and
Utah.

On the subject of Memorial Day. a commitice of the Wisconsin
Statc Senate on August 26 gave its endorsement 1o a bill that
would return the Badger state's abservance of Memorial Day 1o
its traditional date of May 30. The measure must now be con-
sidered by the full Senate.

A recent survey reporied in The Wall Street Journal indicated
that many large firms do not intend to consider either of the
“Monday holidays™ that occur in October as actual holidays this
year. The federally recognized holidays are Columbus Day.
Monday, October 13, and Veterans Day, Monday, October 27.
In the survey, seven out of ten firms reported that it will be
“business as usual™ on the affected days. In some instances com-
pensatory time wil be given at Thanksgiving or Christmas.

REVISION OF U. S. FLAG CODE — Legislation has been
introduced in both the Senate (SJR 49) and House of Representu-
tives (HJR 321) to revise and update the Flag Code originally
passed by Congress in 1942, The identical measures would recog-
nize modern custom and usage and would authorize, among
cther things, the wearing of a replica of the flag on one's lapel,
something that is commonly done but which was not considered
when the Code was adopted.  To date neither house of Congress
has taken the first steps to move the measures through the
legislative mill.

WEAPONS PROCUREMENT — Before adjourning for its
August recess, the Senate, in a surprise move, refused to accept
a Conference Committee report that would have authorized a
weapons procurement package of $31.2 billion. The vole was
48 1o 42 aganst adoption of the report, but the conferees were
directed to trim the spending figure for further consideration by
Congress in the fall. This directive reflects a concern on the part
of lawmakers with the size of the federal budget and was seen
as a first test vote of Congress' newly adopted procedures designed
to give it more control over the purse strings. But the vote also
places in jeopardy the advance planning of the Defense Depart-
ment,

QUOTABLE QUOTE — YFormer Sen. Sam Ervin said it, “The
federal burcaucracy has become like a third curse of Moses — 2
suffocating plague of frogs brought forth from out of where they
belong into the villages and the very houses of the people”

Respectfully submitted,
THOMAS L. W. JOHNSON
Chairman

The changes made in tha C. R. & R. during the past 19 years,
as compiled by Joseph S. Rippy, Chairman of the Constitwtion and
Regulations  Committee, will appear in summary form in the
Junuary issue of the Banner.
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