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THE BANNER

November-December, 1958

General Order No. 1
Series 1958-1959

Headquarters
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
Sons of Union Veterans

of the Civil War

1371 West 7th Street
Upland, California

November 1, 1958

1. Having been elected Commander-in-Chietf at the
T7th National Encampment held in Boston, Mass.,
command is hereby assumed. Headquarters are
hereby established at 1371 West 7th St., Upland,
California. Telephone JUkon 2-3333.

2. The following Committee Chairmen are an-
nounced:

Grand Army of the Republic Highway:

Frank Woerner, 11200 Eastwood Ave., Ingle-

wood, Calif.
Legislative:

Fred Colwell, 28 N. Goodman St., Rochester 7,
N. Y.

Americanism and Educafion:

Charleﬁs L. Messer, 633 Clinton Ave., Albany 6,
N. Y.

Membership:

Carder A. Perkins, Chairman; Harold Arnold,
R. 1.; John Ruggles, Penna.; Jacob Kirchner,
Iowa

1959 Encampmeni Commiliee:

Frank Woerner, Chairman; Roy Kelchner,
Harry Tallman, Earl Leach, Dr. L. J. Snow,
William Woods, Manning Green, B. W. Coon,
A. B. Schoonover.

National Publicity Director:

Harold Drown, Massachusetts

Additional appointments:

Guide: Robert W. Heald, New Hampshire

Musician: John B, Davis, Massachusetts

Color Bearer: Charles P. Lowe, Towa

Guard: A. G. Myvers, Colorado and Wyoming

National Aide: H. S. Rainwater, California

3. By action of the National Encampment, a
G.A.R. Medallion is to be presented to the Cathedral
of the Pines, Rindge, N. H., to be placed in the base
of the Altar of the Nations.

P. C. in C. Cleon E. Heald is hereby appointed
and authorized to arrange for the presentation.

4. The Cathedral of the Pines will display an-
nually on a deceased Veteran’s Birthday, the casket
Flag of the deceased. If you or your friends wish
to have a deceased Veteran so honored, write to
Mr. Douglas Sloan, Cathedral of the Pines, Rindge,
New Hampshire for full details.

5. The 78th National Encampment will be held
August 16-20, 1959 at Long Beach, California.
Headquarters Hotel and Encampment program will
be published in a future issue of The Banner.

6. The Commander-in-Chief will soon start plan-
ning his traveling itinerary and would appreciate
having dates of Department and Camp functions
at your earliest convenience.

7. 1 regret to announce the Rev. Thomas H.
Langdon has suffered a stroke and is confined to

a rest home. We sincerely pray that Rev. Langdon
will soon recover.

Address change: Dept. Secy-Treas. L. B. Jones,
516 Vermont St., Waterloo, Iowa.

8. We extend to the Department of Massachusetts
our sincere appreciation for their hospitality and
the efficient manner in which arrangements for our
recent National Encampment were made and ex-
ecuted.

9. To the National Presidents of the Allied Orders
of the Grand Army of the Republic, I extend best
wishes for a most successful year. May you each
enjoy health and happiness in abundance.

10. To the National President of our Auxiliary,
Mrs. Ursula Shepardson, congratulations and best
wishes for a most successful year. My wish for
you and your wonderful organization is that you
have health and happiness; that friendships will
grow; and that all your dreams may come true.

11. May I take this opportunity to express to
each and every one my humble and deep appreciation
for the honor and responsibilities conferred upon me
personally and to the Department of California and
Pacific. I pledge to each of you my untiring efforts
on behalf of our beloved Order during the coming
year. I ask in return that each of you in your
own way, in your local Camps and Communities
promote our Order by word and deed. If each of
us will do just a bit, the cumulative results will be
bevond our fondest expectatlions, and 1958-1959 will
be a historic year in the life of our Order. The
principles and institutions bequeathed to America by
the G.AR. are in jeopardy. May we join together
as a solid front for pure unadulterated Americanism.
This is our challenge and duty. If we meet this
challenge the Memory of the Grand Army of the
Republic will not only be perpetuated, but we will
also have rendered a supreme service to generations
of Americans yet unborn.

EARL F. RIGGS,
Commander-in-Chief.

OMNIBUS

DID YOU KNOW that Camp meetings can be Ritualistic
Meetings or Dinner Type Meetings, whichever is preferred?
With the growing preference for Civil War Round Table type
meetings, perhaps your Camp would prefer this type of
gathering. The Ritual provides that Ritualistic Ceremonies
in ithe conduct of meetings is optional.

BOYS IN BLUE—Twice a week at Ohio State Universily in
Columbus they prepare to fight the Civil War again, where
a squad of Union infantrymen and their Commander, William
Vance, drill with authentic 1863 vintage Springfield rifles.
Members of the Pershing Rifles, a national ROTC group drill
and march according to the book—in this case the War
Department’s 1863 Drill Manual. They and a Confederate
group at the University of Kentucky are the only Civil War
drill squads left in the nation. In the last “skirmish” be-
tween the two, the Blues won in both sham battle and drill
competition.

—Ft. Lauderdale Daily News

COMMERCIALIZING OF MEMORIAL DAY — Members of
Meade Camp SUVCW of Reading, Pa. recently adopted a
resolution condemning the commercialization of Memorial
pay. This was given prominent mention in the press, result-
ing in unanimous action heing taken by the Chamber of
Commerce of Reading and Berks County supporting the move.
The trade group stated that “it both condemns and dis-
approves of any commercial retail establishment being open
on Mewmorial Day or any other legal holiday during the year.”
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Plan to Attend . . .

NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT
Long Beach, Calif.
AUGUST 16-20, 1959

A scenic packed tour to the 1959 National En-
campments of the Sons of Union Veterans, their
Auxiliary and the Ladies of the G. A. R. has been
planned by the Burlington Railroad. You will have
ample time to get acquainted with fellow members
of the party, and to see some of the greatest at-
tractions of our country.

The finest of trains and routes have been selected
and pleasant sightseeing side trips have been ar-
ranged in Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Disneyland, San Diego, Catalina Island and The
Grand Canyon.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT—Mr. Kruse of
the Burlington Railroad has requested us to an-
nounce that to secure adequate railroad and hotel
accommodations, it is imperative that those wishing
to be included in this irip, make tentative reserva-
tions by January 15, 1959. This will in no way
obligate you should you decide not to go. but will
give him the necessary information to secure the
required space.

TFor brochure describing the trip day by day, as
well as complete information about cost, write to
Natl. Secy-Treas. Albert C. Lambert, P. O. Box 457,
Trenton 3, N. J.

The War of 1861 to 1865 in America

was naot a War Between the States

But a Civil War

1. A war between states, if such were possible, would be
a war of one state against another, or of one state against
a group of states or between two groups of states. )

9. Each of these hypothetical cases ignores the exlsteu(_:e
of a Federal government. Or it presupposes a situation in
which the Federal government would stand idly by as a
neutral and take no part in an armed struggle hetween its
own political subdivisions. Such an absurdily would _be
unthinkable and would be a clear violation of the Constitu-
tion. Article I, Section X. .

3. The Federal government is a governmental ontlty,
separate and apart from the government of any state. This
is axiomatic in the American political system.

4. The War of 1861 to '65 was a war of rebellion by a group
of states against the Federal government, with the object
of seceding from the Union. )

5. The soldiers who fought under the flag of the United
States did so, not as state troops but as United States troops,
mustered into the Federal service. They took their orders
from the President of the United States, not from the governor
of any state. “The President shall be commander-m-gmgt
of the army and navy of the United States and of the militia
of the several states when called into the actual service of
the United States . . .” Constitution of the United States,
Article 1I, Section II . )

6. If by War Between the States is meant a conflict be-
tween two sovereign nations, using the word state as synony-

mousg with nation, the term is still incorrect. The states
which proclaimed their secession from the Union in 1860-61
were never legally out of the Union. They were never recog-
nized as an independent nation by the United States or any
foreign power. Therefore, the conflict was not between two
sovereign nations but was a civil war within one nation.

7. Repeated decisions of the United States Supreme Court
support this position. “At no time were the rebellious
States out of the pale of the Union.” hite v. Hart, 13
Wallace 646. See also Texas v. White, 7 Wallace 700;
Daniels v. Tierney, 102 U. S. 415; Hickman v. Jones, 9
Wallace 19%; Dewing v. Perdicaries, 96 U. S. 193: Hanauer
v. Doane, 12 Wallace 342; Knox v. Lee. 12 Wallace 457;
Hanauer v. Woodruff, 15 Wallace 439; Cornet v. Williams.
20 Wallace 226; Sprott v. United States, 20 Wallace 459;
and others,

8. If it was a war between states as sovereignties it could
have heen terminated only hy a treaty of peace between the
warring factions. This, of course, did not occur, and could
not occur under our form of government. The surrendered
armies simply laid down their arms and went home.

9. Lincoln always referred to the conflict as a civil war
or a war of rebellion. See the Gettysburg Address, Emanci-
pation Proclamation and numerous letters and public docu-
ments.

10. Congress has published the record of the war in 130
volumes entitled, “War of the Rebellion, Oflicial Record of
the Union and Confederate Armies.”

11. If a term other than Civil War or War of the Rebellion
is desired, why not call it the War for the Union, as expres-
sive of the purpose for which it was fought, just as the
Revolutionary War is often referred to as our War of
Independence? War of Secession would also be a correct
term for the same reason. But never War Between the States.

Grove McClellan, Chaplain,
Cook Camp No. 223,
Buffalo, New York.

News of the Civil War Centennial

A GUIDE FOR STATE COMMISSIONS to aid
local groups in their planning of Centennial observ-
ances, has been distributed by the National Com-
mission, which describes the following:

WHAT STATE COMMISSIONS CAN DO

. Develop Promotion and Publicity.

. Arrange Memorial Observances.

. Locate and Preserve Valuable Documents.

. Sponsor Educational Activities.

. Encourage and Sponsor Publications.

. Reenactments, Pageants, Etc.

. Report on Activities to the National Commission.

WHAT LOCAL COMMUNITIES CAN DO

The National Commission sincerely hopes that local com-
munities and local enterprise will in true American style
take steps immediately for their own commemorations. Such
plans, it is realized, should be coordinated through the respec-
tive State Commissions, but the initiative must come from
the local level, and should not be dependent upon encourage-
ment fron the state and national levels alone.

WHAT THE NATIONAL COMMISSION CAN DO

National Centennial Headquarters maintains constant con-
tact with leading daily and weekly newspapers in every state
throughout the country, and give substantial aid in publicizing
nationally any observances which merit it. It has prepared
an extensive chronology of the events of the War. From it.
for distribution to states and communities, will be compiled
specialized and individual lists.

With the limited funds Congress has authorized, it is evi-
dent the National Commission cannot conduct every com-
memorative exercise all over the nation. What it has in
mind is the true American approach: for each locality to
plan and commemorate the chief events of its history and its
citizens during the great national crisis.
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You may either win your peace or buy it; win it, by
resistance to evil; buy it, by compromise with evil.









