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Comelia Hancock is great great cousin to
President-elect Viola Smithcors. Miss Hancock
was an active nurse after the Bartle of Gettys-
burg and the Wilderness Campaign. A Quaker,
Comelia was born at Hancock's Bridge. Salem
County, New Jersey. Her father, a fisherman,
was Thomas York Hancock, the son of John
Hancock. who was a son to William Hancock
who was massacred by British soldiers at his

home during the Revolutionary War.

TENNESSEE

Fort Donaldson Auxiliary 1 of Dover.
Tenn.. recently elected officers for 2000: Aux.
Pres. Cindy L. Duffell, Clarksville. Tenn.; Vice
Pres. Kathy Smith, Cross Plains, Tenn.; Sec.-

Treas. Lacie J. Duftel. Clarksville. Tenn.

Auxiliary 1 was activated in August of
1997, and has members in the middle Tennes-

see/western Kentucky region.

ERRATUM

CORRECTIONS TO THE BANNER
FEBRUARY 2000, VOL. 104, NO. 2

The Banner unintentionally failed to

Treasurer for the Dept. of Colo. and
Wyo., for writing and submitting the story
{page 9. February issue) on the new
G.A.R. monument in Salt Lake City.

Contrary to recent rumors, as
reporied on page 11 of the February
issue, the G.A.R. Memorial Hall Museum,
in St. Cloud, Fla., has no plans or
intention to sell the ca. 1914 G.A.R. hall
that is its home.

The museum, located at 1101
Massachusetts Ave., St. Cloud, continues
to welcome visitors from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.. Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.
Sons travelling in the area, are especially
invited to view the exhibits on display there.

The 66th annual meeting of the New
England Regional Association will take
place at N.H. Veterans Association Hall,
located on Lakeside Ave., at Weirs
Beach, in Laconia, N.H.

ROSTER

ADDITIONS, CHANGES
OR CORRECTIONS
Franklin C. Bergquist, Commander,
Department of Kansas, e-mail changed to
freehold @ swbell.net

credit Brother Eric D. Richhar, Secretary-

Fromt

1 did not have the honor of knowing Sis-
ters PNP Margaret Schroeder or PNP Flo-
rence Jansson, but 1 did know PNP Sister
Emma Wheeler. These three Sisters have
gone ‘Home' to our Heavenly Father and' I
hope that their families and Auxiliaries will
{ake comfort in the knowledge that they have
at last reached the eternal peace we strive
for each day.

I met Sister Emma at my first National
Convention when our own Sister Margaret
Atkinson was National President. Having
New England relatives and blood 1 immedi-
ately got the biggest charge out of her. When
Sister Emma wished to address the floor, she
literally hopped over to the microphone to
state her case. Her eyes would twinkle as she
adamantly bought up her concerns. Once we
had a huge discussion over a nickel! But the
reports she gave were unsurpassed; every-
thing was listed in columns, which Sister
Emma could explain down to a penny. Once
at National at the Banquet, I introduced a lady
of Southern Persuasion, Rose O'Neil
Greenhow. Both Sister Emma and Sister
Jackie came and told me how much they en-
joyed the first person. (I actually thought 1
might be stoned) But the Wheeter Sisters as-
sured me that they both had read about Rose
and they truly enjoyed ‘meeting the enemy.’
1T imagine those who were lucky enough to
have Sister Emma for a teacher would re-
member what she was teaching them, and this
special teacher throughout their lives. Those
of us in the Auxiliary who have known Sis-
ter Emma will remember her love of our Or-
der, and our Country and when we think of
Sister Emma we will indubitable have a smile
come to our lips because of the Yankee hu-
mor that was never far, When [ served our
State of Pennsylvania as President, 1 asked
that our more experienced Sisters be Guard-
ian Angels to those of us who definitely need
their guidance. Sister Emma no doubt is do-
ing just that in Heaven and Lord knows she
probably has all their books in order and ev-
erything init's place. God Bless Sister Jackie
and their family, you are all in our thoughts
anfll prayers. It is never easy to say “Good-
b.y but especially to one who is so full of
life. God Speed!

_l. have done some ‘leg-work’ for our
Auxiliary in Philadelphia to obtain a banner.
You cannot imagine how inquisitive people
are about our Order. They of course always
remember the men in their uniforms but it

he National Press Correspondent, ASUVCW

was a wonderful way 10 introduce the
women. With luck I may have even got some
new ladies to join the Auxiliary. The gentle-
man who is doing our banner has two daugh-
ters who might be interested in our work.
Before I found this man I had tried several
other businesses and it must have been very
comical, me trying to explain to a Korean
businessman what our order was and the
work we do. Should have filmed it for pos-
terity!

When I was a girl my Grandmother al-
ways referred to May 30 as *Decoration Day.’
In the American Heritage Dictionary “Deco-
ration Day” is actually listed and refers to
“Memorial Day.” Memorial Day is listed as
May 30; an U.S. holiday officially celebrated
on the last Monday in May in honor of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces killed in War.
Please remember our Civil War Veterans on
Memorial Day. If your Auxiliary or Camp
do any activities and you have pictures or
articles please send them to me for Sister
Mary Jo Long’s book. Qur late great Presi-
dent said, “... It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before
us-that from these honored dead we take in-
creased devotion to that cause for which they
gave the last full measure of devotion...” Let
us not forget our noble ancestors. Honor Me-
morial Day, as it should be “Decoration
Day!”

Auxiliary Sisters of Connecticut, along
with the SUVCW and the American Legion,
rededicated a monument to Union veterans
on the grounds of the Rocky Hill Veterans
Home and Hospital in early spring. The Aux-
iliary attends an Allied Orders meeting at the
Veterans Home and Hospital every other
month and makes several monetary gifts t0
them during the year.

Sisters, when we witness an instillation
we are once again reminded of the oath we
ourselves have taken at the altar however
many years ago it may have been. It never
ceases to amaze me how, in our every day
lives, we can apply the duties and beliefs of
our organization. Just calling or sending
someone a card can mean so much t0
another's spirit. Flying the flag and remem-
bering those who have gone before us in cer-
emonies, parades and living histories can
instill in children patriotism that may last
their lives. Sisters and Brothers, keep up the
great work! God be with you till we meet
again! - Anne L. lannitto

Allied Orders

Maine

The Allied Orders of the G.AR., Depart-
ment of Maine, will be holding their Annuaj
Encampment June 22 thru 25. The Encampment
will be held in Waterville at the Best Western
waterville Inn on Main Street, just off 1-95 at
Exit 34.

The DUVCW will meet Thursday and Fri-
day, June 22 and 23. The Auxiliary to the SU-
VCW will meet Saturday moming, June 24, and
the Sons will hold their meeting on Sunday
moming, June 25, at 9:00 a.m.

An Open House for the Allied Orders will
be held Friday evening, and the annual banquet
will 1ake place Saturday evening at 6:30 p.m.

For further details, you may contact Eric
Boothroyd at (207) 277-3947 or <boothroy@
somtel.com>.

National Encampments

of the Allied Orders

The WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS, Aux-
iliary to the Grand Army of the Republic,
has re-elected Mary Phelps as its National
President. The Woman's Relief Corps will
also hold its National Convention at the
Ramada Inn South, in Springfield, Illinois.
The dates are August 5-9.

The National Headquarters are located
6629 South Seventh, Springfield, IL 62703,
217-522-4373.

The 114th Annual National Encamp-
ment of the LADIES OF THE GRANDARMY
OF THE REPUBLIC will be held August 9-
14, in Lansing, Michigan. This encamp-
ment is in conjunction with the 119th An-
hual National Encampment of the SUVCW.

The DAUGHTERS OF UNION VETER-
ANS OF THE CIVIL WAR will have its Na-
Yonal Convention in Springfield, Illinois,
Aug.u“ 9-14. Roena Bayes has been elected
National President.

The National Headquarters can be con-
[.acmd at 503 So. Walnut, Springfield, IL
92704, 217-544.0616. The linois Depart-
ent will be in charge of the convention,
Which will be held at the Ramada Inn South.
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NEW ENGLAND

All members in 8ood standing of the SU-
VCW and the Auxiliary are invited 1o attend
the annual meeting of the New England Re-
glonal Association, to be held Saturday, July
15 at N.H. Veterans Association Hall, located

on Lakeside Ave., at Weirs Beach, in Laconia.
New Hampshire.

CENTRAL

The 2000 Cenral Region Conference will
be hosted by the Department of Indiana at
Valparaiso September 30 through October 1.
Members/Associates and Auxiliaries 1o the De-
partments of Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, lowa,
Ohio, Tennessee, Wisconsin, and Wyoming are
fraternally invited to the conferenece.

Arrangements have been made with two
hotels in Valparaiso for this event: Holiday Inn
Express ($70 rate), 760 Morthland Dr. (US
Route 30), 800-465-4329; use confirmation
#621733558 to avoid confusion. Super 8 Motel
($72 rate), 3005 John Howell Dr. (NW comer
of IN 49 & 2 on Valparaiso’s east side), 800-
800-8000 or 219-464-9840; use confirmation
#30924. Other motel options (no rooms
blocked): Fairfield Inn ($89), 2102 East
Morthland Dr. (US 30), 800-228-2800 or 219-
465-6225; Courtyard ($99), 2301 E.
Morthland Dr. (US 30), 219-465-1700.

A tour begins at 9 a.m., Sat., Sept. 30, in
the Memorial Opera House in Valparaiso. The
Opera House was built in 1893 by Chaplain
Brown Post 106, G.A.R., as a Porter County
Civil War Memorial. The post had to lobby the
state of Indiana Legislature to change the law
so they could build an auditorium rather than
the usual monument of brick, stone and mor-
tar. David D. Porter Camp 116 recently donated
a copy of the circa 1900 Chaplain Brown Post
composite photo of post members.

The second stop on the tour will be the
Oid Jail Museum, located next door to the Op-
era House. Among items housed in the museum
are the charter and records of the Chaplain
Brown Post. In addition, there are records of
the David D. Porter Camp dating back to Fhe
late 1800s and early 1900s. Otl.ler exhibits in-
clude two tree trunks with solid shot cann(;:
balls, grape shot, and shrapnel that were broug .
back from Lookout Mountain, Tenn., an

Chickamagua, Ga. The museum is housed in

the old Porter County Jail, in use from 1871 t0

1974.

Lincoln-Cushing Camp 2’s

Historic Decoration/
Memorlal Day
Reenactmen

Tuesday, May 30
Ariing(on Nafional Cemefery af 5:00 P.M,

Assemble at 4:30 p.m. in the parking
lot in front of Fort Myer Chapel to
travel by car caravan into the
cemetery grounds for the ceremony

Decoration Day, Tuesday, May 30, 1871,
marked the first year that Conflederate soldiers
were honored and memorialized along with the
established tradition accorded Union soldiers
since the ceremonies were initiated in 1868.
The orations/addresses and prayers that were
offered reflect (his feeling. However. Ameri-
can flags were only placed on Union burial
sites. There were no Confederate officers in-
volved in the exercises.

After entering the cemetery, we will be-
ginaprocession in from of the Custis-Lee Man-
sion and proceed to The Tomb of the Unknown
Dead of the War Between the States led by “The
Geltysburg Blues,” 1st Lt. John A. Price I1.
SVR, Commander. Cannon salutes will be ren-
dered using a 3" ordnance rille fired by Officer
Donald K. Steiner, Historic Weapons Special-
ist with the U.S. Park Service and his crew from
Fort Washington. The U.S. Marine Band, who
played in 1871, will be represented by a brass
quintet from “The President’s Own.” The origi-
nal music performed in 1871 will be sung by a
choir. The speeches of Lt. Gov. Woodfort of
New York and the Hon. Frederick Douglass
will be recited at the Old Amphitheater and Ros-
trum, originally dedicated in 1868. The Am-
phitheater, recently reflurbished, will be rededi-
cated during the ceremony with Mr. John C.
Metzler Ir.. Superintendent of Arlington con-
ducting this portion of the service. A floral cre-
ation as described in the newspapers of the day
will be presented in tribute at The Tomb of the
Unknowns. Most of the exercises will be con-
ducted in the Amphitheater.

Following the ceremony, there will be a
Memorial Day Banquet at Fort Myer Officers’
Club beginning with the cocktail hour at 6:30
p.m. Dinner will be served at 7:30 p.m. The
speaker for the banquet will be Mr. William P.
Clark, Manager of Fort Washington Park. His
talk is entitled “Fort Washington's Impact on
Early American History (1812 and the Civil
War).” The cost for the banquet is $25 per per-
son. Printed programs detailing this historic en-
counter will be distributed to those attending.
Invite interested friends to attend.
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