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Department
News

CONNECTICUT

Department Commander Feckler recently installed the
officers of Capt. Robinson Camp 31 in the Trinity Episcopal
Church Hall, Bristol. Included in those installed were Com-
mander Chauncey A. Geer. Sr. Vice Commander Russell A.
Scott. Jr. Vice Commander Roger F. Woodbury, Secreiary
Russell E. Lanrence, and Treasurer MHarold L. Scott. The
RBristol Camp is very active in Department affairs, and is
gaining in membership. P. D. C. Harold Scott of this Camp
is a member of the Connecticut Civil War Centennial Com-
mission.

Qur 77th Annual Encampment was a well attended and
enjoyable session. The hanquet and reception was held in
the ballroom of the Hotel Burritt in New Britain at which
time an inspiring address was given by the pastor of the
Baptist Church of Meriden. Russell I8, Laurence of RBristol
showed motion pictures of the Civil War monuments in
Connecticut. During the Camp Fire staged by the Sons of
Veterans Reserve songs of the Civil War period were sung.
Ellery Linnell of New Faven is the newly elected Depart-
ment Commander. and C. Brown Newton of Hartford the
new Secretary-Treasurcer. The officers were installed by
P. C. in C. Harold K. Arnold of Rhode Island. Mrs. Dorothy
Linnell was elected Auxiliary Department President.

Among distinguished guests present were Natl. Chaplain
Arthur F. Ballou of Vermont., who represented Commander-
in-Chief Chadwick: Dept. Commander Harold Bowen of
Mass.: P.D.C. Bromley of Rhode Island: Herbert Bogue of
Massachusetts: Mrs, Gertrude Peterson. Rhode Island. Auxil-
iary National Chief of Staff and P. C. in C. Arnold.

On May 20 our Department and the Auxiliary Department
will participate in the Armed Forces Show at Brainard Field
from 10 A, M. to 4 . M. We shall have on display arlicles
pertaining to the Civil War, also a guard of honor in Union
uniform.

ILLINOIS

CHICAGO JMayor Richard J. Dalevy has announced the
appointment of a Civil War Centennial Commission. SUVCW
members appointed were Charles H. Bournstine, Charles A.
Brady. Jr., and James L. lligh. Also named to the com-
mission were Sadie Keefer, Auxiliary: TEleanor Levy,
DUVCW, Jasie Kracht. Ladies of the G.A.R.; and Norma
Ogen. W.R.C. An exhibil of Civil War guns. uniforms, medals
and pictures. all from the private collection of Rank A.
Palumbo, was opened at City Hall on April 12th in recog-
nition of the start of ithe Centennial.

COMMANDIER-IN-CHITEYF Thomas Chadwick and Dept. Com-
mander Brady were guests of Genl. M¢Clernand Camp No.
for dinner and an informal meeting on the evening of
April 15 in Petersburg. Both had been in Springfield earlier
in the day for the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony,

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT Elsie Evans will make the
Auxiliary’'s annual presentation of a sword to an R.O.T7.C.
cadet at the University of IlNlinois’ Champaign campus on
May 3. This will take place during the university's annual
Honors Day ceremony,

A DINNER AND RECEPTION honoring Dept, Commander
Brady and Dept. Pres. Evans was given by Genl. George A.
Custer Camp No. 1 and Auxiliary No. 3¢ on April 30 in the
Jade Room of the Graemere Hotel in Chicago.

THE ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT of the Ilinois Department
will be held June 16 and 17 at the Pick-Congress Hotel in
Chicago. A Civil War Centennjal theme will be stressed.

Dept. Commander PBrady and Dept. Pres. Evans were
entertained by Old Glory Aux. 32 of Chicago on April 10,
and by Aux. 7

¢ of Aurora on April 21st.
INDIANA

The muster roll of Battery I, 1st Regiment of Light Artil-
lery, Ohio Volunteers, which served four vears in the Civil
War, has been presented to the Toledo Public Library by
Qurdon Lanker, acting Toledo postmaster. It is on display
in the local history room of the main library. Battery H

was organized at Camp Dennison (Cincinnati) Nov. 7, 1861
and mustered out June 17. 1865. It took part in many
battles, including Winchester, Fredericksburg. Chancellors-
ville, Gettyshurg. the Wilderness, Spotsylvania. Cold Harbor
and the siege of Petershurg. Pvt. James Smith, an ancestor
of Ross C. Smith of Indianapolis, was on the roll of the
Battery,

IOWA

Past Department President Grace W. Pederson passed
away 4 April of a heart attack following a stroke. She
suffered her first stroke 15 or 16 months ago and retired
from the Johnson County Soldiers Relief Commission where
she wasr Execulive Secreiary. A longtimc member of Lin-
coln Camp Aux. of Davenport she was also an ardent worker
at the V. A. Hospital. A member of the Daughters of Union
Veterans and of the American Legion Aux.. Grace was
honorary but actual Historian of the Iowa City American
Legion Post. Members of the Post who were also members
of the Reliefl Com. served as pallbearers. Attending the
funeral in lowa City were P.D.P.’s Mabel Comfort of Daven-
port, Nora Hinchliffe of Jowa City, and P.D.C. L. K. Boutin
of Des Moines,

KANSAS

We regret to report the death on March 3rd of P.D.C.
William H. Dix. lle was a Charter Member of Shiloh Camp
30, Newton, and also served several vears as Department
Secretary-Treasurer. Brother Dix attended the National
Encampment held in Indianapolis in 1949,

MAINE

Daniel Chaplin Camp 3, Bangor, held a Memorial Service
for P.D.C. Leon J. Cole who passed away in December.
Eugene W. Estabrook is the new Camp Commander and the
new President of Aux. 5 is Mary McDonald. The Auxiliary
Charter was draped in memory of Leona Smith, 84, who
died recently. The Camp and Auxiliary meect in the G.A.R.
building, Bangor.

On February 11. Alden Skinner held a Lincoln-Washington
celebration with an appropriate program. Dept. Commander
Heckler, Dept. Pres. Finer and Naiional Historian Allen
Spink were among those present.

Joshua L. Chamberlain Camp and Auxiliary of South Paris
joined in a patriotic program together with the Allied Orders
on February 28. Roland Decoteau, a member of the Civil
War Centennial Commission gave an interesting speech on
Abraham Lineoln and the Civil War. Sister Hilda York,
National Chaplain was present as was the Department Com-
mander, Department President and several Past Department
Officers.

MASSACHUSETTS

CAMBRIDGE—Mayor [dward A, Crane and TFrank F.
Johnson, chairman of the Civil War Centennial Committee,
and both members of Couden-Higginson Camp No. 56, made
the news columns of Boston and Cambridge papers on
April 12 by being the first to inspeci the new TFort Sumter
postage stamps at the Cambridge Post Office. Representing
their organizations were Mrs. Bertha A. Johnson, Mass,
Dept. Pres. Ladies of the G.A.R.; Henry S. Bowen, Dept.
Commdr. SUVCW: and Mrs. Nathalie Brown, Auxiliary
Department President.

Working in conjunection with the program directed by
Brandon Powers, chairman of the Patriots Day Commil.teé,
the Cambridge Civil War Centennial Committee commemo-
rated an event that gave everlasting glory to the City of
Cambridge 100 years ago—the formation of our famous
“First Company” (first to enter the War for the preservation
of the Union). The 9th Battery, Mass. Light Artillery fired
a captured Confederate Cannon as a salute to the “First
Company." Both Frank Johnson and Mayor Edward Crane
were speakers, as was [Ernest G. Wells representing the
Massachusetts Civil War Centennial Commission. Depart-
ment heads of the Aliied Orders were also recognized. The
9th Battery, in Civil War uniforms, fired a musket volley
in honor of the Civil War dead. )

EDWARD L. BRESETTE, Holyoke, and Mary C. Sampson,
Kingston, were chosen to head the Sons and Auxiliary at
the Department Encampment held at the Bradford Hotel,
Boston. Commander-in-Chief Thomas A. Chadwick and Na-
tional President Edith Paulding were preseni for the entiire
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Encampment. The stafis of Commander Bowen and Dept.
Pres. Nathalie E. Brown were tendered a dinner and recep-
tion. Natl. Pres. Edith Paulding presented Mrs. Bessie T.
Drown a National Ribbon for procuring five new members.
Mrs. Gertrude Peterson, National Chief of Staft was recog-
nized. Every New England State was represented.

PLYMOUTH COUNTY Assn. and Aux. held their Lincoin
observance in March on exact dute of 100th anniversary of
his first inaugural in New Bedford. Iivan Crocker and
Mary C. Sampson head the two groups. Barbara D. Brown
was General Chairman and Sen. John F. Parker of Taunton
the speaker. Noted guests included C. in C. Chadwick,
Dept. Comdr. Bowen, Dept. Pres. Mrs. Brown, Natl. Patr.
Instr. Howland and National Historian Spink. A pantomime
depicted the first inaugural with Chester Adshead portraying
Lincoln, Millard . Brown as Magistrate and Elaine Brown.
the narraltor. Harold M. Drown gave Lhe Gettysburg Ad-
dress. Rhode Island recorded ten present including P. C.
in C. Arnold, Laura I. Smith and Bessie Coughlin.

BROCKTON—Abraham Lincoln paraded through the busy
streets at noon on April 19 escorted by IHarold M. Drown
and was greeled on steps of City Hall by Mayor Leonard H.
Ellershaw. Emery Brown of Abington impersonaied Lin-
coln. Natl. Patr. Instr. Howland, in Civil War uniform.
represented the Commander-in-Clief. An open house was
held under direction of the Mayor and Exec. Secy. Wm. W.
IHaskell, P.D.C. in the beautiful rotunda, which featured
Civil War exhibits. During afternoon and evening, P.N.P,
Maude B. Warren displayed her excellent collection. A
score of oil paintings on battle scenes of 1861-65 adorn the
walls of this bhuilding.

BOSTON—The Centennial Commemoration and reenact-
ment of departure of the 1st Mass. Regiments to defend
Washington, D. C. was to have been a parade and ceremony.
It was held in the First Corps Cadet Army bhecause of a
severe storm. Richard F. Lufkin, Comdr. of Bay State
Camp portrayed War Governor John A. Andrew. Noted
among guests were Ernest G. Wells, John L. Day, Harold
M. Drown, William O. Fuller and Louis E. Winchell.

NEW JERSEY
|
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To commemorate the start of the Civil War Centennial.
the New Jersey Department Auxiliary presented an American
Flag in memory of the Grand Army of the Republic to Cub
Scout Pack 4 of St. Cloud, West Orange on Friday evening,
April 21st,

The presentation was made by Miss Marguerite Bonnell
(second from left in picture) the Department President.
Several Department Officers and members accompanied Miss
Bonnell to the meeting. Mr. Alex Cross of West Orange
accepied the flag for the group. Prior to the presentation,
the Cub Pack entertained our members with singing and
a skit entitled “Barbara [ritchie.”

NEW YORK

NEW YORK CITY—The Camps and Auxiliaries of Greater
New York sponsored their annual service commemorating
the birthday of Gen. Ulysses S. Grant on Sunday, April 30th
at the Grant National Memorial, Riverside Drive and West
122nd St. P.N.P. Mayme E. Dwyer was the I:Ionorm'_v
Chairlady and P.D.C. Clarence A. Maples, the Chairman of
the Committee that arranged the impressive program.

Oliver Tilden Camp 26, New York City installed officers
on April 11th with Lawrence Isaacs as the new Commander.
Initiation of two new members and a speech by Commander
Newman of the U.S.W.V. followed. Plans were_laid for
Memorial Sunday and Memorial Day, as well as other Cen-
tennial Observances. .

ROCHESTER SUVCW and Auxiliary journeyed to Batavia
for the Western New York Past Camp Commanders and Past

Presidents Asgsociation for an afternoon meeting and a visit
to the Holland Land Office {a National FHistoric Shrine)
recently. Grover €. Scott spoke on his “Civil War Sagas”
dramatically recounting the gallant records of Rochester
and Batavia areas and prominent figures of 100 vears ago.
Scott will deliver the “Sagas” at a Masonic meeting May 5th.
Rochester now has an official Centennial Committee named
by the Mayor. They plan a Pageant and Parade for early
October with the cooperation of the SUVCW and other
Allied Orders.

Memorial Day plans are under way including the flagging
of over 10,000 graves, a Memorial Sunday service in the
new War Memorial Shrine on May 28, Memorial Day parade
on May 30 and the annual SUVCW Memorial Service at the
G.AR. Plot in Mt. Hope Cemetery, assisted by the 108th
N. Y. Vol. Inf. Regiment.

Our new member, Russell D. Schrader whose firm Schrader
Meat Products of Rochester has arranged with the Civil War
Map. Co., P. O. Box 224, Old Chelsea Station, New York,
N. Y. to send a large Civil War map with color shots of
Civil War figures and data. These can be secured by mail-
ing a label from Schrader's Cold Meat Products and 25¢
direct to New York City.

OHIO

Mt. Vernon—Earl M. Levering, Jr.. 19, a member of the
famed Mt. Vernon TFife and Drum Corps which played at
funerals of the last two Civil War veterans, was Kkilled
instantly in a motor scooter accident near Mt. Gilead in
March.

First Ohio Regiment—The Regiment, including infantry.
cavalry, artillery, and drum corps are hand picked, hard
drilled, precision marching and outfitted with authentic
vniforms, equipment and arms. They will carry the Buckeve
State banner over Ohio and many other states during the
Centennial of the Civil War, Units of the Regimzant, com-
manded by Col. Daniel F. Clancy of Gahanna are Com-
pany A “The Cleveland Light Guard” commanded hy Capt.
Nichard Mullaly, Cleveland: "“The Capitol Light Infantry”
commanded by Capt. E. Alan Nutt, Hillard: Headquarters
Troon, dismonnted cavalry commanded by Lt. John W. Hout,
Columhus; 9th Ohio I[ndependent Battery, field artiltery
commanded hy Capt. James G. Hudkins. Cuyahoga Falls;
and The Battle Band, drum corps, commanded by Sgt, Jan
Dullap, Dresden.

Department Commander Clyde V. Neff has been responsible
for many new members initiatedl and many prospects on
hand. Along with Mrs. Neif and Mr. and Mrs. Panl Selby
he has made visits to Steubenville, Alliance, Dayton, Fostoria
and Newark.

MeLaughlin Camp 12 and Aux. 100 recently presented an
American Flag to the West Fifth Street School of Mavs-
field. Speakers included Mr. and Mrs. Neff and Mr. and Mrs,
Selby. The flag was accepted by Stacia Hing, a sixth grade
honor student. The presentation was in memory of the
Grand Army of the Republic in conjunction with the Cen-
tennial Observance of the Civil War.

OREGON & WASHINGTON

P.D.C. Spencer Leonard gave an address in the auditorium
of the Court House, Vancouver, Washington on February
28th. Iis topic was “Fort Vancouver during the Civil War.”
On March 31st he gave a 30 minute radio talk over KOAC
at Corvallis. This is a station owned by the State and
operated on the campus of Oregon University. Both occa-
sions gave him an opportunity of acquainting the pubiic
with the work of the SUVCW. On May S-10 he will have
a display of military records on display at the Meier and
Franks Department Store in PPoriland during the annual
Open House of the Portland Genealogical Forum.

The monthly letter disiributed by Hiram R. Gale Camp 1,
Seattle, Wash. advises that Assistant Governor Jos. Alderson
has agreed that the program on April 15th would be held
in the Capitol, followed by a Cannon Salute (o the Civil
War Veterans on the Green following the program. The
Camp meets al the Veterans Hall on Lenora Street.

PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL WAR SWEARING-IN RESTAGED—AnN historic in-
cident in the Civil War—swearing-in of the first Pennsyl-
vania troops for Federal Service—was reenacted April 16
in Harrishurg—almost 100 years to the day. The Civil War
troops from Pottsville, Reading and Allentown, were trans-







