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Dept. of Kan. - Pawnee Camp 15 members
(left to right) Richard Graves, George
Elmore and Leonard Aufdemberg take part
in a Veterans Day ceremony honoring the
only Spanish-American War casualty of
Larned, Kan.

that 6000+ names have been entered in the data
base, coming from several Camps. There are
many other names that will be entered as soon
as they are verified. Camps that have been es-
pecially active in the program are Gen. John A.
Logan Camp 1, Austin Blair Camp 7, Alexander
French Camp 28, Wa-Bu-No Canip 53, George
W. Anderson Camp 58, Gov. Crapo Camp 143,
Maj. Henry F. Wallace Camp 160 and Sgt. John
S. Cosbey Camp 427, Several other Camps are
also active in the program, but have not yet sent
their information into Brother Obermeyer.

With the close of 1998, the Department's
membership was nearing the 500 mark. Our
goal is 600+ members enrolled by the turn of
the century. We ended the year with 25 Camps
and are looking at adding to this number in
1999. It is highly probable that Michigan will
have three new Camps, each with several new
members, by 2000. New member wise, aside
from personal recruitment of friends and rela-
tives by current members, the most lucrative
method of bringing in new members seems to
come from our internet web pages. Applicants
are sending in completed forms printed from
the web site, along with their check for the ap-
plication fee without any other contact with the
Camps or the Department. Our National, De-
partment and Camp web pages are really work-
ing for us!

Missouri

At this time there are six camps within the
state of Missouri. They are Sherman Camp 65
and Grant Camp 68 (both in the St. Louis area),
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Westport Camp 64 (Kansas City), Oglesby
Camp 61 (scutheast Missouri), Phelps Camp
66 (Springfield), and McNeil Camp 62 (north-
east Missouri).

On Veterans Day a memorial was dedi-
cated 10 the veterans of the Merchant Marine
and Navy Armed Guard at the Jefferson Bar-
racks National Cemetery. Kevin Gailen, a
Sherman Camp member, designed and made
the memorial. Attending the ceremony was Jack
Grothe, a Merchant Marine veteran and
Sherman camp member. Jack wore his Civil
War uniforin at the request of USS Sam Parker
Chapter of the American Merchant Marine &
Navy Armed Guard Association. He officially
represented the SUVCW, Sherman Camp 65,
and the SVR at the dedication.

Kevin Gallen accomplished a second suc-
cess in November when a monument was dedi-
cated at the site of Camp Jackson. Brother
Gallen, who serves as a volunteer on the Mis-
souri Civil War Monuments Board, waged a
five year fight to have this memorial put in
place. He deserves many hussars for his dedi-
cation to preserving the memory of those who
fought to save the Union.

The members of Phelps Camp 66 con-
cluded a fundraising campaign to purchase a
Stars and Stripes pattern flag and a flag pole
for the Prairie Grove Battlefield State Park,
Arkansas. Sons of Confederate Veterans and the
United Daughters of the Confederacy contrib-
uted funds for a first national Confederate flag
and similar pole. The simultaneous fundraising
campaigns promoted goodwill among the or-
ganizations and made available a new public
display at Prairie Grove Battlefield.

Dept. JVC John Rutherford made the fol-
lowing speech at the flag dedication:

*“. . .Our mission is to honor the heritage
of the Grand Army of the Republic.

“Approximately 2,000,000 Union Volun-
teers sacrificed a part of their lifetimes in an
attempt 1o ensure that our country became “One
Nation Indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for
All" The legacy leaves in our hands a com-
mon duty to uphoid those principles and to com-
memorate their sacrifices.

“Today The Descendants of all Civil War
veterans, and their friends, are demonstrating
what good we can do when our community
needs our assistance. It is my great pleasure to
see our material support transformed into a
unique and lasting landmark at Prairie Grove
Battlefield. It 1s my hope that our contribution
will spur interest in the American Civil War and
spur Patriotism.”

At the closing of the ceremony, Phelps
camg 66 mcmbers Jeff Patrick and Joey Furtak_
in unison with two members of the Sons of
Confederate Veterans, unfurled the flags and si-

multaneously raised the Stars and Bars and the
Stars and Stripes to full staff.

On September 26, members of U.S. Grant
Camp 68 gathered 10 clean and paint two 24-
pd. howitzers that rest at the comer of Gravios
Road and Grant Road. The cannon were pur-
chased by the Bush Family years ago and are a
part of the Grant's Farm site, the modern day
location of Hardactable. the log home built by
U.S. Grant before the Civil War. The cannon
are located in a stone wall that faces another
Grant site, White Haven.

Members of Grant Camp 68 have also
been busy with a toy drive in their part of the
annual Toys-for-Tot’s. Other programs include
gathering clothing for veterans in the local sol-
diers’ home and collecting food for the home-
less.

On May 9, Wesport Camp 64 rededicated
the grave site of Civil War veteran Pvt. Edwin
Joshua Thompson, 112th N.Y. Inf. Thompson
fought in 19 major battles, including the Siege
of SufTolk, Fort Fisher, Fort Anderson, and Cold
Harbor, where he was wounded, and in the
trenches of Petersburg, where he was again
wounded. Mr. Thompson’s grave was unmarked
and lost for years to the family. Due to the ef-
forts of Maine Dept. Cmdr. Steven Leicht and
Mrs. Pat Everetie, great grand daughter of the
veteran, the grave was found and a new
govemment marker was placed. A short speech
was made by SUV member Bud Marks, a vol-
ley was fired, and a short prayer was said. Mem-
bers of the color guard were taken out to din-
ner after the event by Commander Oliver G.
Everette, USN (retired), and Mrs. Everette, who
had flown in from Concord, Calif. for the cer-
emony.

On Oct. 15, the Westport Camp took part
in a ceremony to honor three Medal of Honor
winners in the Highland Park Cemetery, Kan-
sas City, Kan. The three veterans are Pvt. Wil-
liam P. Hagarty (Co. D, 23rd N.Y. Inf.), Capt.
William H. Ward (Co. B, 47th Ohio Inf.), and
Capt. Maximillian R.W. VanGrebe (Co. F, 4th
Mo. Cav.).

Westport Camp members also undertake
regular visits to the Veterans Affairs Medical
Center and make visits to the John Knox Vil-
lage Retirement Home.

John H. McNeil Camp 62 discovered that
the city of Kirksville, Missouri, was in the pro-
cess of selling a Civil War cannon placed in
Memorial Park as a memorial to Corporal Dix
Post 22, G.A R. The men of McNeil camp went
to work looking through records, getting in
touch with local veterans groups and writing
letters to anyone able to help save the cannon.
When informed, the members of the
MacDougel-Lowel Post, American Legion:
were very upset that the city was selling some-

e pelonging to the Legion and at the thought
of war memorials being sold for profit. When
iho Corporal Dix Past was disbanded, its prop
cty Was given 10 the Legion. Today., the can.
non is in storage waiing a new private park
and a new carriage. Furthermore, all war me-
morials may be moved from the city’s park. The
cannon is under the able protection of the
MacDougel-Lowel Post.

In December, members of McNeil Camp
62 helped with the annual open house a the
Athesss Bantkofiekd State Park

New Hampshire
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Dept. of N.H. - Camp 162 Cmdr. Douglass
Knight shown donating books to the Kelley
Library, Salem.

Since 1993, William Tabor Camp 162 has
donated nearly 40 books relating to the Civil
War to the Kelley Library in Salem. Most re-
cently, six books were presented to the library
by Camp Commander Douglass R. Knight.
Among those is a 1963 edition of Getrysburg,
published during the centennial of that battle.

New York

_ Auxiliary 72 of D.G. Caywood Camp 146
d'|d their usual fine job hosting a reception for
:':/lw g,ork Department Commander William

- Rave of the SUVCW and New York De-
Partment President Rose LoVette of the Auxil-
41y on October 25, 1998 at the Lodi Firehouse.
memI]n addition to the two New York Depart-
presenleﬂds, the gathering was honored by the
Danmece of many National and New York De-
\'lcecén ofﬁcmls.: National SUVCW Senior
tiong] An]rp:.lnder n (?hiefDanny Wheeler., Na-
deny Pre“’f‘l‘ary President Betty Baker, Presi:
ang, rcsr!:;SS of the Daughters of Union Veter-
my of lhenl Grant of the Ladies of the Grand
of the i R‘?Public, President Lorraine Orton
Vicchmme" § Relief Corps, NY Dept Junior
fem.-y. J erma"de" Don Dennison, NY Dept Sec-
Mander .ry O.non’ PDC, and two Past Com-

8 Chief of the SUVCW, Don Roberts

and Joe Rinpey Camp
Commander
Patker and

146 was represented by
Ss’nt\:c. Jack Hilyer, PCC, ainy
Twist of r\‘l?;“»c .'\j;“- " oo \'Irgiﬂl.l
- b,. unilinry 2 along with several other
moers of the auxiliary, was in attendance.
. (:.‘o.mn.'l‘ancljer Rave spoke on the success-
ul re-vitalization of S.F, Smith Camp 193 ip
Hnjlsey Valley and thanked SVCinC Wheeler
ang o
bac!::;\:irgc?gv their role in bringing the camp
Commander Rave also enthusiastscally ag-
Moanced the formation of 2 new campin Goshen
ll:) Orange County. The new camp is to bé éallc;i
Colonel Augustus van Home Ellis Camp 124.
In a special ceremony at the reception
Commander Rave ang SVCinC Wheeler
awarded PCinC Joe Rippey his 50-Year Mem.-
b(?rSh]p badge (see photo on page 11). Brother
Rippey is a member of Lincoln Camp 6 in
Rochester and was featured in an article in the
last edition of The Volunteer.

Pennsylvania

Lt. Ezra S. Griffin Camp 8, Scranton, re-
ports the election and installation of the follow-
ing officers: Camp Commander: William G.
Lindberg: Sr. Vice Cmdr.: Phillip C. Jones: Jr.
Vice Cmdr.: Ronatd L. Albert; Secretary: Rob-
ert C. Shaffer; Treasurer: Joseph Long, Jr.: Pa-
triotic Instructor: Charles R. Jones; Chaplain:
Mark D. Meyers; G.A.R. Historican: Joseph
Long, Jr.; Camp Council: Russell W. Jones,
Russell P. Jones, Robert W. Yeager.

Southwest

Includes Texas and Oklahoma, plus (unofficially)
Arkansas, Lousiana, and New Mexica.

The Departiment of the Southwest pres-
ently has a total of five camps active. Two of
these camps are located in Oklahoma (Okla-
homa City and Tulsa areas) and three are in
Texas (Austin, Houston, and the Dallas/Fort
Worth areas). The largest camp, Lone Star
Camp 1. based in the Dallas/Forth Worth me-
tropolis, has almost one-hundred members from
all over the state, making it one of the larger
camps in the entire Sons of Union Veterans of
the Civil War organization.

The camps in Texas have been active dur-
ing the Fall months participating in vaious ac-
tivities concerning the Civil War

In November, the Edward Lea Camp 2,
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War (Hows
ton area), hosted a rededication of the Winfield
Scott Hancock Post 2, Grand Alrmy o.f ﬂ.le Re-
public cemetery plot a Lakeview Cemelery.

Galveston, Texas
In October, Lone
th Worth) and the Daughters of

Star Camp | (Dallas/
Union Vet-
For

erans Tent !, dedicated an additional 10 mark-
ers rec.enlly placed on the graves of Union vet-
erans in Greenwood Cemetery in Dallas. The
Ist Lone Star Infantry (Union), the Sons of
Veterans Reserve unit for the State of Texas,
also assisted in the ceremonies.

' In January, Lone Star Camp 1 participated
I an observance of Texas Confederate Heroes
Day, sponsored by the United Daughters of the
Confederacy, at Heath Cemetery in Heath,
Texas.

Considering the location of the Depart-
ment of the Southwest, there is a definite Con-
federate presence to contend with! Fortunately,
we have been able to forge a working relation-
ship with both the Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans and the United Daughters of the Confed-
eracy, as well as the Daughters of Union Veter-
ans organizations. This works to everyone's ad-
vantage, with public exposure given to the
Union, as well as the Confederacy. In addition,
many of our members have a dual heritage, with
ancestors who fought on both sides during the
war,

During the Civil War, the Camp Ford pris-
oner-of-war camp, located near Tyler, Texas,
was “home™ to many thousands of Union sol-
diers captured in various battles. If such a thing
existed as a “good” prisoner-of-war camp,
Camp Ford was it. Various factors contributed
to this fact, including several “good" springs
that arose on the property. Encouraged by their
Confederate captors, Union engineering offic-
ers oversaw the construction of sanitary facili-
ties that were instrumental in helping keep the
deaths from diesease to a minimum. Also, the
food supplies were more abundant than at the
more eastern prisoner-of-war camps, as were
materials for building shelters and other pro-
tection from the elements. In addition, the ani-
mosity levels that were present in the eastern
theater were not as prevalent in the Texas area.
Thus, there were few, if any, atrocities com-
mitted by the guards against the Union troops
incarcerated at Camp Ford.

The Smith County (Texas) Historicai So-
ciety has been actively restoring the site of
Camp Ford as a tribute to those who were in-
carcerated there during the Civil War. Most of
the property of the original site has been ac-
quired and an archaeological survery has been
made by Texas A & M University (A & M has
stated that this is the "premier" archaeological
site within the State of Texas at this time). The
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War has
been contacted for assistance with the project.
One of the things which is planned is for a flag
to fly at the entrance from each state that had
Union prisoners at the site. To date, the SUVCW
in Missouri has donated a flag, and camps
within the Department of the Southwest will
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