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THE BANNER

JULY, 1980

COME JOIN WITH US
WHAT DO WE DO?

The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, in close and
constant cooperation with their enthusiastic Auxiliary, carry out
the purposes of their Order: 1. Participate with other patriotic
Organizations in the proper observance of National Holidays, and

especially of Memorial Day: 2. Through their Grave Registration
Committee seek out and mark the graves of Civil War Veterans;
3. Through their Departments and Local Camps observe the care
and upkeep of Civil War Memorials and bring any failure to do so
to the attention of the proper authorities: 4. With the assistance
of the Committee on Americanism, and their publication, THE
BANNER, keep themselves informed of activities and measures
that violate or may weaken the spirit and purposes of our
Constitution and Institutions: 5. Similarly, follow the trend of
our foreign relations and assist as citizens properly can in a beiter
public understanding of any dangers Lo our country; and finally,
6. Encourage in every way possible the proper teaching of
American History in our schools, and the cult of patriotism in the
young people, so as 1o keep America American.

ELIGIBILITY TO MEWIBERSHIP

All male descendants, whether through lineal or collateral line,
not less than fourteen years of age, that are blood relatives of
soldiers. sailors, marines or members of the Revenue Cutter
Service, who were regularly mustered and served honorably in, or
who were honorably discharged from the Army, Navy, Marine
Corps or Revenue Cutter Service of the United States of America,
during the War of the Rebellion of 1861-65; and who have never
been convicted of any infamous or heinous crime: or who have, or
whose ancestors through whom membership is claimed, have
never voluntarily borne arms against the Government of the
United Staies of America.

In addition, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War have
provided for Associate Membership for interested individuals who
are ineligible for full membership due to lack of lincal or collateral
descent from a Union Veteran of the Civil War. Such Associates
enjoy full rights of membership except that they are incligible for
the office of National Commander-in-Chief. Memberships-at-Large
are svailable for individuals who reside in areas where no Camp or
Depariment of the SUVCW is available. For information contact:

Fred H. Combs, Jr.
P.O. Box 6193
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

SUVCW LIiFE MEMBERSHIPS

A Life Membership can be an individual purchase, a gift, or a
bestowed honor. The costs per age category are as follows:

Underage60..............cvvuun... $150.00
Age60t069 ..........ouiiii.. $125.00
Age70andover ...................... $100.00

Payment to the National Secretary-Treasurer can be made on
the basis of one-third (1/3) with the application for a Life
Membership and the balance within one year. The interest on each
Life Membership is mailed January Ist of each year to the
member’s Camp Treasurer for the member's dues. The interest
paid per each life membership for 1980 will be $6.00. Life
Membership fees are placed mn the Permanent Fund of our
National Organization.

The following Life Memberships have been received by the
National Secretary since the last issue of THE BANNER:

No.116 Frank W. Squire,Sr. .......... $150.00
No.117 Daniel P.George ............. $150.00
No. 118 Wyndham Llewellyn Philbrick .. $100.00

OUR APOLOGIES
In the April 1980, issue of THE BANNER we listed new Life
Member No. 115, Brother Felix N. Weldon. We sincerely apologize
to Brother Weldon for the inadvertent misspelling of his first
name,

ENDORSEMENT

The Pennsylvania Department, Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War, has endorsed Brother Richard O.

Partington for a Member of the Council of Administration.

ON THE SUBJECT OF MEMBERSHIP

As our Brothers, the membership of the Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War, read this issue of THE BANNER (and I trust
that you all will do so), you cannot help but realize that you are the
key to our future membership. You are the one person who can
effectively hope to obtain one new member for your Camp and
Department. Just think what it would mean to our sacred
organization if each of you obtained just one new member. In
these troubled times we see a new Patriotism beginning to show
all over the United States. We should let our proud flag fly high
and we should seek out those persons whose forebears fought for
this nation and who are truly interested in the title Patriot. I have
received many letters from persons who did not know about our
Allied Orders or about the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War. These are prospective members to whom I have sent
applications and literature. What it means is follow-up on your
part, the prospective new member must be told what we are and
why we may represent the values he seeks.

The appeals made by Commander-in-Chief Elton P. Koch have
helped us to enroll new members. Remember, any Brother who
enrolls three new members will be appointed a National Aide and
any Brother who enrolls five new members will receive a
Certificate of Merit from our National Organization.

Congratulations to the New York Department on the
installation of two new Camps. A very few members have once
again proven that it CAN be done.

’lease remember to send your reports of new members to
Commander-in-Chief Xoch. All Department Jr.-Vice Commanders
are reminded to send their annual membership reports to me as
quickly as possible. I have received only two Department reports
at this writing, but as our fiscal year closes, I anticipate many
more. Please remember I need these reports in time to prepare my
consolidated report to the National Encampment in August.

KEEP A PROMOTIONAL LEAFLET AND AN
APPLICATION in your pocket. You never know when a casual
acquaintance or a total stranger will turn into a potential
applicant. It would be tragic to lose even one interested person
juecause YOU were ill-prepared for his unexpected expression of
Interest.

Let’s have a big attendance at Richmond.

Harry E. Gibbons
dJr. Vice Commander-in-Chief
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COGNNECTICUT

The 64th Annual Department Encampment of the Auxiliary in
Connecticut was held in East Hartford on May 3-4, 1980. Our
newly elected Department Heads are: Sister Mary Schofield
President; and Sister Emma Prince, Vice-President. Both aré
members of Auxiliary #20 of East Hampton. Our Department
secretary, and National Chaplain, Minnie Burkardt, was elected
to her 26th consecutive year as Department Secretary. Our
Department Treasurer, PDP Eva Laubach, has retired and PDP
Mary Buchanan has been elected Department Treasurer.

We were honored to entertain Commander-in-Chief Koch and
National President Hawley. In addition three Past National
Presidents, Sister Wheeler, Sister Combs and Sister Maderios, as
well as Past Commander-in-Chief Wheeler also honored us with
their presence. Several other guests from the Department and
from our sister Departments were welcomed. We were honored to
have Major Kandarian, Commander of the I1st Company
Governor's House Guard, as our guest speaker. '

Brother George Schmidt, P.D.C., was re-elected to another term
as Department Commander. We extend to Commander Schmidt
and President Schofiald our best wishes and fraternal loyalty in
the year to come
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COLORADO & WYOMING

The gravesite of & Civil War veteran was located jn an open field
approximately 25 miles from Lamor, Colorado. The site waq
marked with a stone for hlS' wife. PDC Charles E. Sharrock was
able to obtain a proper mll-lta.ry marker for the grave of the
veteran and restore the existing tombstone, leaving a fitting
memorial to a veteran who fought to save a country and worked to
settle its frontiers, and then with his wife found his rest in an
isolated spot on its high plains.

ILLINOIS

We were honored to have PNP Florence H. Forbey accept a
gixth term as our Department President. To her and her staff we
pledge our loyalty and support. Our Department Encampment
this year was the occasion for a presentation of a $50.00 check to
the Mary Brant Home for the Blind in Springfield. We urge all our
Brothers and Sisters to remember the October meeting of the
Central Region Conference in Lafayette, Indiana and the mid-term
meeting on November 8, 1980 at the Ramada Inn in Ottawa.

MAINE

P.D.P. JOINS US MARINES . . . Sister Belinda Burgess is a
Past Department President of the Auxiliary to Sons of Union
Veterans, Department of Maine. She is also a Past Department
President of the Daughters of Union Veterans. She is also a
Marine Recruit! Pvt. (Sister) Burgess has recently reported to
Camp LeJeune, South Carolina, for training. In an open house
reception, sixty-six guests met at Memorial Hall in Oakland to
give Miss Burgess a patriotic send-off.

A called meeting and banquet honored our Commander-in-Chief,
Elton P. Koch, and our National President, Nellie Hawley, on May
5, 1980. An outstanding meeting, marked by fraternal
companionship and harmony, was enjoyed by all. We were
particularly happy to enjoy, among a great deal of outstanding
entertainment, violin selections by 95-year-old Walter Noble who
was accompanied by his daughter, Evelyn Bragg. Brother Noble,
a member of J. Wesley Gilman Camp in Oakland, also gavea brief
history of the instrument on which he played. '_I‘he violin had
belonged to his grandfather, who fought in the Civil War, and has
remained in his family ever since.

MARYLAND

The annual department encampment was held May 24 at New
Castle, Del.

Resolutions adopted and forwarded for action at the National
Encampment concerned a national repository for old records and
memorabilia; specifications for department and camp flags; and
re-supply of lapel rosettes.

C-in-C Koch and N.P. Hawley attended the encampment and the
outstanding banquet. Also attending were many of our supportive
friends from the Pa. and N.J. Departments.

In Wilmington, Sons and Aux. members gave leadership in
organizing the annual Memorial Day parade on Ij‘rlday. May 30. In
D.C., Lincoln-Cushing camp and MOLLUS again held the annual
May 30 Memorial Service for all local hereditary and patriotic
societies at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center Chapel. A
dinner followed at Blair Mansion Inn. B

Word from Baltimore is that a new camp is about to come Into
being. Some of the key organizers there attended Grand Army
Day services at Hull Memorial (GAR) Church. at Lansdowne and
Memorial Day observance at Loudon Park National Cemetery.

Our delegation of Sons living in Virginia Beach, Va.
participated in Memorial Day ceremonies there. .

We hope to be able to welcome many Brothers and SlStE‘rS fro:r;
across the nation to our department area at the Natson
Encampment in August at Richmond, Va.

Lincoln-Cushing Camp member Charles Bauer's most r;:c;x’:
book, “The Odd Couple Who Hanged Mary Surratt,” is Ju h“l.
the press. Two previous works were “So 1 Shot L_mcolln_.Da- rie
person treatise on J.W. Booth, and ‘“The Lmcoln IO|d;r\|1
Traingle,” which explores the romance of Mary Limncoln
Douglas. Come to Richmond and meet the author.

MASSACHUSETTS

Memorial Day was well observed by sever
Lowell Camp #9 and Bowditch Camp #30. P
Camp #30 was invited by the Dorchester Allie

1 Camps, incleding
aD(‘u;".'l:n. Cohen o_f
d Veterans Council
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to place a wreath on behalf of the Allied Orders of the G.A.R.
during Memorial Services at the GAR Memorial, Meeting House
Hill, Dorchester, on Saturday, May 24, 1980. Memorial services
were held opposite this GAR Memorial at the First Parish Church.
Services were conducted by Rev. James E. Allen who was assisted
by Rev. Thomas G. Jones and Rev. Fr. Flynn. Rev. Jones is a
member of the SUVCW and is pastor of the Second Parish Church
in Dorchester. Fr. Flynn is from St. Peter's Catholic Church in
Dorchester. Other Memorial Day activities included those at
Codman Cemetery (also conducted by Rev. Jones) and Cedar
Grove Cemetery where the combined Veterans Group conducted
services. Camp #9 held their services at Mt. Hope Cemetery in
Mattapna on Sunday, May 25, 1980.

The 89th Annual Encampment of the Auxiliary was held at
Fairfield Inn in Chicopee. We were honored to entertain many
National guests and visitors from sister Departments and to
enjoy an outstanding Encampment. The Allied Orders of the
G.A.R. held their election of Officers on June 11, 1980 in the
Grand Army Memorial Room at the State House in Boston.

A reception for Department President Gertrude Nobart has
been scheduled for September 14, 1980, from 2 P.M. until 5 P.M.
at the American Legion Headquarters in Brockton.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Following a productive and harmonious Encampment in
Concord, we extend our sincerest best wishes to Department
Commander Paul Wheeler and his staff for the coming year.

Spaulding Camp and Auxiliary are making plans to present an
American Flag to the Tabernacle Christian School in Litchfield,
sometime before Flag Day in June. The annual picnic of the Camp
and Auxiliary will be held on July 12th at Mark Wheeler's in
Harrisville.

Members of the E. Florence Barker Tent #3, Daughters of Union
Veterans, in Concord, are planning the gift of an American Flag to
the new summit building on top of Mt. Washington. Under the
control of the State Parks Director, the new siructure will house 2
U.S. Weather Observatory, a State Parks interpretive Center, a
Museum, a Federal Post Office and & food and gift concession.

NEW JERSEY

Commander-in-Chief Elton P. Koch and National President
Hawley represented their respective National Organizations at
the Department Encampment held in Avon, New Jersey, June 19-
21. Sr. Vice Dept. Commander Charles Larkin presided over the
Sons' business sessions and Department President Anne O.
Clayton, P.N.P., conducted the meetings of the Auxiliary. .At the
annual dinner on Friday evening, they extended the greetings of
their respective organizations. Fred H. Combs, dJr., P.C.-in-C,,
Toastmaster, presented the Department of New Jersey, SUVCW
annual Good Citizenship Award to Frank A L. Daubert, P.D.C., of
Gen. James A. Garfield Camp No. 4, in absentia. Brother Daubert
has been ill for several weeks and was unable to attend the
Encampment. Bro. Charles Larkin of Camp #4 and Sister Florence
Spring of Auxiliary #2 were elected and installed as Department
Commander and Department President for the ensuing year.

Abraham Lincoln Camp #100 will hold its fall dinner meeting in
the Oak Room of the Coach and Four Restaurant, Hightstown, on
Saturday, October 25, 1980 at 6:00 PM Miss ;aura A
Grotzinger of the N.J. State Bureau of Archives and History will
speak on the ‘‘Bucktails” — 42nd Penna. Vol. Inf.

NEW YORK

Several dinners and receptions were held across the state in
honor of Department Commander Harold Goodman and
Department President Conchita Zdonick.

The Annual Service held at Grant's Tomb on April 27, 1980 was
highlighted by the placing of wreaths by Department Commander
Goodman and Department President Zdonick at the tombs of
General Grant and Mrs. Julia Grant respectively. Many honored
guests were present, including Commander-in-Chief Koch. D.G.
Caywood Camp #146 provided their Camp Guard in full Civil War
uniform and they were honored to participate both in the Grant's
Tomb Ceremonies and in the morning services held by West Point
Military Academy. The ceremony was followed by an outstanding
dinner and reception at Roscoff's Restaurant.

The original Memorial Day celebration was held in Waterloo,
N.Y., the “Birthplace of Memorial Day,” on May 30, 1980.
SUVCW members participated in the morning parade and in the
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