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On July 2, 3, 4 and 5, 1976 Gettysburg, Pennsylvania was the scene 

commemorating the 113th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg and the 200th anniversary of the founding of our 
Nation. A reenactment of the Battle was a highlight of the event. Other activities of interest during the four-day 
period included: manual of arms and drill competition; a Civil War parade through Gettysburg; Sunday morning church 
services in the bivouac area; a military ball; a battlefield trail hike; a tug of war between the north and south; a 
firemen’s parade; ladies’ Civil War gown judging and a fireworks display. An impressive representation of Civil 
War organization “troops” participated with hundreds of spectators looking on. The event was sponsored by the 
Gettysburg Travel Council; the host was the Sons of Veterans Reserve. Many participants and visitors took advan­
tage of the occasion by visiting the famous Battlefield and examining the scenic terrain and the many monuments and 
memorials that have been erected thereon. Some examples are shown in photos above, left to right — Top row. State 
of New York Monument; Dedication Plaque, Aux. to SUVCW, at Woolson Monument; Pennsylvania Monument 
Middle row: Ziegler’s Grove; Albert Woolson Monument; Tammany (N.Y.) Regiment Monument. Bottom row: 
New Jersey Monument; Eternal Light Monument; and First Massachusetts Sharp Shooters Monument.



July, 1976 THE BANNER Page ThreeJuly, 1976THE BANNERPage Two

LINCOLN'S DEATH REMEMBERED
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patriotic endeavor.
Please help to

CENTRAL REGION CONFERENCE

The second session

year were

ATTENTION 
ALL DEPARTMENT SECRETARIES 

AND CAMP SECRETARIES

National G.A.R. Fund . . .
FINAL REMINDER

IN MIMOKI VH 
IDA ROKES KLEIN 

National President 1924-1925
It is with sadness we record the death of 
Sister Klein on March 25, 1976.
Sincere sympathy is extended to her Auxiliary, 
to the Department of Maine and to the National 
Organization.

i

row) Left, wreathbearers assembled at 
Center, Members of the 

their colors —1. to

This is to emphasize the notice that appeared on page 2 
of the April 1976 issue of The Banner regarding the filing 
of the I.R.S. Form 990.

Please be reminded that instructions issued by the Internal 
Revenue Service in Washington, D. C. require that, IN ADDI­
TION TO THE EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
(EIN) WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO 
RECORDING ON YOUR IRS FORM 990 WHEN YOU 
HAVE PREPARED IT FOR FILING, YOU MUST ALSO 
SHOW IN PART I. ITEM 18 (b), OUR NATIONAL 
GROUP EXEMPTION NUMBER WHICH IS (GEN) 0429.

Keep in mind that each Department Secretary and each 
Camp Secretary should have filed a Form 990 in accordance 
with the instructions found thereon WITHIN 45 DAYS 
AFTER THE CLOSE OF THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTING 
PERIOD OR FISCAL YEAR OF THE CAMP OR DE­
PARTMENT*. Full compliance with this requirement and 
the applicable instructions is essential and urgent in order to 
conform to the original tax exemption ruling of the IRS 
dated June 11, 1941 and to avoid any penalties.

The Central Region Conference will convene on October 9 
and 10, at the Holiday Inn Motel in East Peoria, Illinois, located 
on Interstate 74.

The first session will be called at 2:00 P.M. on October 9th, 
with an informal banquet in the evening.
will begin at 9:00 A.M. on October 10th.

All reservations for rooms should be sent direct to the hotel, 
stating the time of arrival and departure.
OOOCySOQOOCCCCGCCGQOCCOQCOCCCCCOOCGGCQCXX 
Q ENDORSEMENTS 8

The New Hampshire Department at its 94th annual v 
J Encampment voted to endorse the candidacy of Kenneth X 
X T. Wheeler of Camp 38 in Milford for the office of 0
V Commander-in-Chief for the term 1976-1977. X

V The Illinois Department at its 94th annual Encampment X 
unanimously endorsed the candidacy of P.D.C. Charles Q

V Allen Brady, Jr., for the office of Commander-in-Chief X
| for the term 1976-1977. g
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Under partly cloudy skies and with a warm but brisk wind 
blowing, the 20th consecutive ceremony conducted at the tomb 
of Abraham Lincoln in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, Illinois, 
began on Thursday, April 15, the 111th anniversary of the 
Emancipator’s death. Present were wreathbearers representing 
some 72 patriotic and veterans organizations for the rites spon­
sored by the National Organization of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War as assisted by The Military Order of 
the Loyal Legion.

Speaking at the wreath-laying were Commander-in-Chief 
Clarence J. Riddell of the Sons of Union Veterans, and Col. 
Joseph B. Daugherty, Commander-in-Chief of the Loyal Legion. 
Co-chairman Thomas L. W. Johnson presided at the outdoor 
exercises.

A capacity crowd attended the luncheon following the ceremony. 
Dr. Edwin C. Bearss, research historian with the National Park 
Service and noted authority on Civil War history, spoke on the 
topic, “Abraham Lincoln and His Neighbors in Springfield. For 
the first time in recent memory the national heads of the major 
patriotic organizations that trace their heritage to the Civil War 
were all present. In addition to the commanders-m-chief of the 
Sons of Union Veterans and Loyal Legion, they are Mrs. Caroline 
E. Riddell, National President of the Auxiliary to the SUVCW; 
Mrs Ann McCluney, National President of the Dames of the 
Loyal Legion; Miss Ellen J. Beckman, National President of the 
Daughters of Union, Veterans of the Civil War; Mrs. Edra Gene 
Tighe, National President of the Ladies of the Grand Army of

Pictured above
entrance to Tomb at conclusion of ceremony.
RETREADS (Veterans of World Wars I and II) with 
r., John A. Pamphilon, Charles B. Meldrum, and George L. Darrow. 
Right, Members of 111th Regt. Ill. Vol. Inf. (Reactivated) who served 
as the honor guard and escorts for the wreathbearers, zlt far right is 
Capt. Robert M. Graham, commander of the detachment and committee 
co-chairman. Others identified, right to left, are J. Stephen Hall 
(bugler), John Saterlee, James Graf, N. Robert Chesnut, Richard 
Schachlsiek, and William Fisher (with colors).

(Bottom row) Left, (1. to r.) George L. Cashman, committee co-chair­
man and past Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Union Veterans; Thomas L. 
W. Johnson, committee co-chairman; Ellinore K. Johnson, special con­
sultant to committee and Past National President, Auxiliary to Sons of 
Union Veterans; Caroline E. Riddell, National President, Auxiliary to 
Sons of Union Veterans; Clarence J. Riddell, Commander-in-Chief, 
Sons of Union Veterans. Center, Mrs. Joseph B. Daugherty; Col. 
Joseph B. Daugherty, Commander-in-Chief, The Military Order of the 
Loyal Legion; and Mrs. Ann McCluney, National President, Dames of 
the Loyal Legion, standing in front of Lincoln statuary at entrance to 
Tomb. Right, Part of the assembly listening to Col. Daugherty's ad­
dress; in foreground arc colors of the RETREADS and the Disabled 
American Veterans and at far right behind hedge are Prof. Daniel G. 
Reuning of Concordia Theological Seminary and Dr. Andrew D. 
Tenipelman, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Springfield, 
known as the “Lincoln Family Church.”

(Photos by Marlin C. Roos).

the Republic: and Mrs. Joan Bennett, National President of the 
Woman's Relief Corps.

Professor Daniel Reuning of Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Springfield, led the assembly through one verse of “America the 
Beautiful.”

The familiar figure of CDR. William C. Duval, the last surviving 
founder of the ceremony, was absent this year, but Col. Daugherty 
read a telegram of regret as follows: “Sincere greetings and salu­
tations to all those in attendance at the 20th consecutive gathering 
of the members of the Lincoln Death Day Ceremonies Association 
and invited guests. May the day be full of sunshine and prayer 
and may God bless each and everyone present. Commander 
Duval.”

Dr. Wayne C. Temple, ceremony co-chairman, served as toast­
master for the luncheon.

Under the guidance of Capt. Robert M. Graham of Head­
quarters Co., elements of the 114th Regt., III. Vol. Infantry. 
Springfield, served as an honor guard and provided escorts for 
the wreathbearers. Capt. Graham also served as a co-chairman 
for the ceremony. At the close of the rites the troops fired a 
memorial salute and Taps was sounded by Sgt. J. Stephen Hall.

Several national officers from the SUVCW and MOLLUS 
were present. They were John C. Yocum. National Chief of 
Staff; J.B. Johnson, National Historian; and Thomas Monahan, 
Personal Aide, all from the SUVCW. Representing the MOLLUS 
were Filbert Oakford, Recorder-in-Chief, and Samuel C. McCluney, 
Member of the Council. Also in attendance were George L. 
Cashman. ceremony co-chairman and curator emeritus of the 
Lincoln Tomb: Charles Allen Brady, Jr., a member of the 
committee and a Past Commander-in-Chief of the Loyal Legion; 
and Mrs. Ellinore K. Johnson, a consultant to the committee and 
a Past National President of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union 
Veterans.

The Loyal Legion’s Illinois Commandery presented each of the 
110 luncheon guests with a copy of Andersonville, a study of the 
Civil War camp researched by Dr. Bearss.

Departments and/or Auxiliaries of the Sons of Union Veterans 
represented by wreaths were Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, 
Ohio, and Wisconsin. In addition, Camps from Peoria and 
Springfield, Illinois, and Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, and the Auxi­
liary from Peoria were represented.

Ccmmanderies of the Loyal Legion represented this 
Illinois, Indiana, and Pennsylvania.

Nearly 50 people gathered for an informal dinner at the State 
House Inn on the evening preceding the ceremony.

This will be my last opportunity as National Patriotic Instructor 
to appeal to the membership for their cooperation in raising the 
necessary funds for the National Organization to successfully 
complete all its plans for patriotic service.

We have made a name for our Organization in the past by our
This is no time to let that effort wane or 

our alertness to the need for continued work die.
keep this important work alive.

My report to the National Organization will be made in 
August 1976 at the annual National Encampment, so please don’t 
delay getting your check in the mail. Thank you in advance 
for your generous support of this Fund.

Send contributions to: Frank L. Clark, National Patriotic 
Instructor, 4 Jacata Road, Marlboro, N. J. 07746

Failure to comply with this requirement may result in 
checking by the IRS and/or the infliction of penalties 
upon the negligent Camp or Department.

FRED H. COMBS, JR.
National Secretary-Treasurer

* If this has NOT been done, it should be done immediately.

95TH NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 
Columbus, Ohio 

August 15-19, 1976 
TENTATIVE PROGRAM 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15
Morning Worship — Church of Your Choice

1:00 P.M. — Registration (Foyer-Ballroom Floor)
1:00 P.M. — Department Commanders Meet With National 

Chaplain to Practice for Memorial Service (Gover­
nor’s Ballroom North)

1:30 P.M. — Council of Administration Meeting (Headquarters) 
3:00 P.M. — Joint Memorial Service, Sons and Auxiliary (Presi­

dential Ballroom West)
4:00 P.M. — National Officers and Past Commanders-in-Chief 

Meet With Chief of Staff (Presidential Ballroom 
West)

7:00 P.M. — Band Concert (Presidential Ballroom East)
8:00 P.M. — Campfire. Allied Orders (Presidential Ballroom 

East)
MONDAY, AUGUST 16

8:30 A.M. — Registration (Foyer-Ballroom Floor)
9:30 A.M. — Joint Opening, Sons & Auxiliary (Presidential 

Ballroom West)
10:30 A.M. — Business Session (Governor’s Ballroom North) 
12:00 Noon — Recess
1:30 P.M. — Business Session (Governor’s Ballroom North) 
4:30 P.M. — Recess
6:00 P.M. — Banquet, Past Commanders-in-Chief and 

National Presidents (To Be Announced)
8:00 P.M. — Exemplification of Ritual (Presidential Ballroom 

West)
9:00 P.M. — Joint Courtesy Hour (Joint Chiefs of Staff in 

Charge) (Presidential Ballroom West) 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17

9:00 A.M. — Business Session (Governor's Ballroom North) 
12:00 Noon — Recess
1:30 P.M. — Business Session (Governor's Ballroom North) 
4:00 P.M. — Recess
6:00 P.M. — Banquet Honoring National Officers, Sons and 

Auxiliary (Presidential Ballroom)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18
9:00 A.M. — Business Session and Installation of Officers 

(Governor's Ballroom North)
1:30 P.M. — Council of Administration Meeting (Headquarters) 
8:00 P.M. — Entertainment

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
Bus Tour to Historical Museum and Village 

# £ *

If you have not already done so, reserve your hotel accommoda­
tions now:

The Niel House Motor Hotel (Headquarters Hotel)
41 South High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Single Occupancy ............................................ $ 18.00
Double Occupancy......................................... $ 24.00
Parlor Suites are available from $50.00 to . $140.00

All reservations are held until 6:00 P.M. unless accompanied by 
a deposit of one night’s lodging.
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Clarence J. Riddell 
Commander-in-Chief

bored “Jim Along Josey” and “Old K.Y. Kentucky” among his 
credits — had triumphed over everyone. “Dixie” was an all-time 
hit, and that’s all there was to it. Ironically, of all the inspira­
tional songs of the CSA, only “Dixie” drew on the rich Negro 
musical idiom for its impact. The War Between the States be­
queathed to us this indigenous American classic, liberated from the 
strictures of European musical forms just as the delighted slaves 
were freed from their inhuman bondage.

One of the perversities of the Civil War’s treatment of “Dixie’s 
Land” is that the only known lyrics that referred to slavery were 
penned by Northerners for a literary bomb called “Union Dixie.” 
The Confederate military version, by Brigadier General Albert 
Piko (more poet and lawyer than soldier), was strictly a patriotic 
call to arms in defense of the homeland.

Now I concede that “Dixie” may be as much a state of mind 
as a balmy region or an irrepressible tune. And a great Southern 
essayist once reminded us that ideas do have consequences. Well, 
if so, then “Dixie” is no ghost. In all its richness and pathos it 
still lives, and I think it quite improbable that such a national 
gem will ever yield to the censorship of anti-intellectuals or 
humanist poseurs.

My sincere thanks to P.D.C. Cecil Baer for the many 
courtesies extended to me during my visit to New York for 
the observance of General U. S. Grant’s birthday on April 
25.
At this time I would like to thank every Department for the 

It was an in-many wonderful visits I had with each one. 
spiring year and one I will long remember. 
To the National President of the Auxiliary, Caroline E. 
Riddell, thanks for being such a good traveling companion. 
We have enjoyed our experiences from coast to coast in all 
kinds of weather. To the National President of the Woman’s 
Relief Corps, Joan Bennett; National President of the Ladies 
of the G.A.R., Edra Gene Tighue; and National President of 
the Daughters, Ellen Beckman, it was a pleasure serving with 
you this year, and I extend my best wishes to each of you 
for a most harmonious and profitable Encampment. You 
are a devoted group and sincere workers for your Organiza­
tions.
To all Brothers and Sisters, I give my humble thanks for 
permitting me to serve this year as Commander-in-Chief 
along with my wife, Caroline, as National President. It has 
been a year we will both remember — for the many cour­
tesies extended wherever we visited — for the many friends 
we have made along the way — and we both hope that at 
the end of our terms we will have fulfilled our duties to 
everyone’s satisfaction and will have earned the respect of 
all.
To my 
service, 
worked 
thanks. Dr. Noble is a professor at the University of Georgia, a specialist in 

psychology and music. He has authored about 110 publications including 
several books. Also a Civil War buff, he had ancestors on both sides 
during the War Between the States. He holds advanced degrees from 
Tulane University (MS) and the University of Iowa (Ph.D). Dr. 
Noble has been honored by visiting professorships at the University of 
Wisconsin (1969), the State University of New York (1971), and Harvard 
University (1973). He is a National Member-at-Large of SUVCW and a 
Colonel in the U. S. Air Force Reserve.

National Officers, thanks for a year of devoted 
You have been a very faithful group and have 

very hard to make this year profitable. Many 
To the Past Commanders-in-Chief, my thanks for 

the back-up you have given whenever it was necessary to 
call upon you for help.
To all who have lost loved ones, or are ill at this time, my 
best wish is that God will be with you and give you added 
strength to see you through any difficult time you may be 
experiencing.

THE LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Legislation to return the observance of Memorial Day to May 

30 in Wisconsin is apparently dead for this session of the Legis­
lature. When lawmakers adjourned the spring session in late 
March, the bill, passed earlier by the Senate, remained pigeon­
holed in an Assembly committee. In the meantime, similar 
legislation has been introduced in the lower house of the New 
Jersey General Assembly and in a number of other states as well.* * * ❖

As recently as March, legislation designed to place some limits 
on the sale of handguns appeared to be shelved for this session 
of Congress. However, on April 13, the House Judiciary Com­
mittee on a vote of 20 to 12 recommended passage of the Federal 
Firearms Act. Provisions of the bill include the following: 
(1) mandatory prison sentences for commission of a crime while 
using a handgun; (2) a ban on the domestic manufacture, sale, 
or importation of “Saturday night specials”; (3) a 14-day waiting 
period to complete handgun sales so as to allow a check for 
possible criminal record on the part of the purchaser; (4) in­
creased license fees for retail dealers, wholesalers, manufacturers 
and importers. Supporters of the bill argue that some controls 
are needed to protect the public from the possible effects of 
small weapons in the hands of criminals and would-be law­
breakers. Opponents of the measure contend that the bill is 
but a first step in the process that could lead to national registra­
tion and licensing of all guns in private hands. As presently 
written, the bill does not cover the sale or ownership of any 
handguns currently in circulation and does not cover long guns 
in any way.

It is uncertain whether the Rules Committee will schedule the 
bill for debate and vote by the full House of Representatives 
prior to the summer recess of Congress. The measure is expected 
to spark a full-scale debate if and when it reaches the House 
floor.

General Order No. 4
Series 1975-76

Headquarters 
COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF 
Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War 
3437 N. Howard Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19140 
Phone: (215) RE 9-5796

1. Since this is my last General Order I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank each and every member for the 
honor given me to serve as your Commander-in-Chief this 
year.

2. To the newly elected officers of the various Departments, 
I extend my best wishes for success in the coming year.

3. The 95th Annual National Encampment will be held at the 
Neil House Motor Hotel, Columbus, Ohio, August 15 to 19, 
1976.

4. The committee on Credentials is as follows:
Harry' Gibbons, Chairman — New York 
Miles Harrington, D.C. — Mass. 
William C. Jones, P.D.C. — Penna. 
Eldridge Daniels. P.D.C. — Md.-Del. 
Edward Biering, P.D.C. — Wisconsin

5. The chairman and members of all other committees will be 
announced at the opening of the Encampment. It is re­
quested that all National Officers have their reports typed on 
8*/2 x 11 paper in as concise form as possible and ready for 
reading and to be turned over to the Committee on Officers’ 
Reports on Monday,. August 16. All members of the Sons 
of Veterans Reserve who intend to be present at the National 
Encampment are requested to bring their uniforms. The 
members of the Committee for the Encampment are work­
ing hard to make our stay in Columbus a pleasant one and 
deserve our thanks for their efforts.

6. At the Massachusetts Department Encampment, the Massa­
chusetts Degree Team installed four new members. They 
were recommended by William R. Cohen of Dorchester, 
Mass., who is hereby appointed a National Aide. Keep up 
the good work.

7. I have received a communication from Brother John Murray 
of New York advising me of the activity of Lt. Harold 
Goodman. According to Brother Murray, Lt. Goodman 
has taken in approximately twenty new members in the last 
two or three years. He also brought into the SVR approxi­
mately thirty men.

8. Department Commander Charles E. Sharrock of the Colo­
rado-Wyoming Department has made great accomplishments 
in locating the graves of Civil War Veterans. He started his 
mission in 1972 searching for the Civil War Veterans who 
did not have headstones. From the State Archives in 
Denver, Colorado, he found records of old cemeteries miles 
from towns. Two cemeteries are close to 80 miles from his 
home. Twelve stones have been put up there; one stone re­
placed in Wadsworth, Kansas; one in Grenola, Kansas . . . 
the last two places are over 300 miles from where Brother 
Sharrock Jives. He has paid all expenses for this work and 
will continue to do so as long as he can get the cooperation 
of the cemeteries. Brother Sharrock is being assisted in this 
work by Martha S. Sperra, a member of the Woman’s Relief 
Corps and Ladies of the G.A.R.

9. Any member, Camp or Department, who has not sent in their 
contribution to Frank Clark, National Patriotic Instructor, 
should do so promptly so that he may reach his goal and 
complete his report.

10. It was my privilege and honor to present the wreath and 
read the Farewell Speech of Lincoln at the Lincoln Tomb 
Ceremony in Springfield, Illinois on April 15. My thanks 
to P.D.C. Thomas L. W. Johnson and Past Commander-in- 
Chief George Cashman for the many courtesies extended 
during my visit.

* « * «
FADS IN MUSICAL REPRESSION come and go.

notes of Beethoven’s were ruled verboten by the Nazi bullies. 
Wagner was banned by those who hated Germany, Tchaikovsky 
by Russophobes, “Giovinezza” by anti-Fascists, and “The Bonnie 
Blue Flag” by Yankee General Butler. When the Great Emanci­
pator delivered his closing request to the U.S. Marine Band on 
the night following General Lee’s surrender, he said to the leader:

“I have always thought ‘Dixie’ one of the best tunes I’ve ever 
heard.” That night it gave Mr. Lincoln and a delirious crowd on 
the White House lawn much pleasure, as good music should.

Thus, at long last, minstrel man Dan Emmett’s prodigal song 
had rejoined the Union. The apotheosis of the Confederacy’s 
battle hymn was complete. “Dixie” now belonged to all Ameri­
cans. For those who search for the hidden meanings of our 
great fratricidal conflict the moral is clear.

Lest we forget, Daniel Decatur Emmett (1815-1904) was not 
just the composer of “Dixie" and dozens of other fine show tunes 
_  he was also the founder of the first American minstrel 
troupe, the Virginia Minstrels (1843). An old Army bands­
man, he was a versatile instrumentalist (drum, fife, banjo, flute, 
violin). After the Late Unpleasantness he served as an orchestra 
leader and violinist in Chicago variety theaters until retirement 
in 1888. I am inclined to trace the origins of jazz and Dixieland 
music to Emmett’s Virginia Minstrels, at least in part.

« $ $ *
DURING THE 1895-96 SEASON, at the age of 80, Emmett 

made a farewell tour with Field’s Minstrels that turned into a tri­
umphal march clear across Dixie’s Land. Needless to say, when the 
Father of American Minstrelsy was called on stage to lead 
audiences in several verses of "Dixie,” the people were galvanized 
into action with joyful clapping, singing, and cheering.

And when the ovations were done and it was all over, one 
could hear the keening Rebel Yell of wartime memory — that 
spine-chilling, unearthly “mingling of Indian whoop and wolf howl" 
that had hastened the demise of so many boys in blue. Yet here 
it was, thirty years after the stillness of Appomattox, being 
ennobled by the musical magic of a “Damn Yankee" deep in Dixie.

No wonder those proud Southerners loved Uncle Dan so much. 
His personal gift to them was an immortal piece of Americana, 
both regional and national in its appeal, a priceless legacy for all 
the people and for generations to come.

That is the story of "Dixie," and that is why it carries a special 
meaning to every citizen of the United States. Not one of us can 
escape that glorious heritage.

THE TRUE STORY OF 'DIXIE'
by DR. CLYDE E. NOBLE

One of the legends regarding “Dixie" is that it was originally a 
Northern minstrel song about the antebellum South; that it was 
captured in 1861 by the Confederacy, which promptly forged it 
into a battle hymn, and that it was finally recaptured by the 
Union in 1865 for the benefit of all Americans. '

The legend is true but there’s more to it. “Dixie" was the first 
genuinely national song of the United Stales whose melody and 
lyrics were both composed by a native American.

* ❖ « *
ALTHOUGH THE TUNE is neither genteel nor polite, it has 

been called “one of the most American musical products of the 
nineteenth century.”

As a psychologist and former bandsman (and incidentally 
Hoosier who counts two Buckeye bluecoals in his ancestry), I am 
occasionally nettled by comic-serious public demonstrations and 
television protests spotlighting persons claiming to be offended by 
the singing and playing of the tune "Dixie" at athletic contests. 
Some particularly thin-skinned individuals object to “Dixie” ren­
dered by bands on parade or in concert, even when the event is 
broadly patriotic and full of equal-time provisions for numbers like 
“Yankee Doodle,” “We Shall Overcome,” “America,” “Battle Cry 
of Freedom,” “Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean,” and “Glory, 
Glory, Hallelujah!”

* >;« « *
IT IS PROBABLY SAFE TO SAY that most people’s enjoyment 

of "Dixie” has nothing whatever to do with secret longings for a 
neo-slavocracy or the return of the Invisible Empire. If the ag­
grieved parties knew a bit more musical Americana or were some­
what less inclined toward irrelevant' confrontations, such flapdood­
les might be laughed off or possibly sublimated into a larger vision.

It is well known that Daniel Decatur Emmett — native of Mt. 
Vernon, Ohio, tunesmith extraordinary, and sparkplug of Bryant’s 
Minstrels — composed the deathless words and music of “Dixie’s 
Land.” What is not common knowledge is that he scratched it out 
one drizzly Sunday in 1859 during a New York engagement. It 
was intended merely as a “walk-around” number for the troupe 
of burntcork comics. Emmett’s inspired “hooray” chorus probably 
derived from the plaintive remarks of touring vaudevillians who 
yearned to trade Gotham’s cold climate for that green and pleasant 
land down South. Obviously, the lyrics of “Dixie” were unrelated 
to slavery, secession, or Southern militarism.

At its world premiere (on Mon. April 4, 1859) the song was 
greeted with instant delight on the part of blase New Yorkers. 
Early the following year P. P. Werlein and Mrs. John Wood 
introduced the catchy tune to New Orleans, queen city of t e 
Creoles, whose French- and English-speaking inhabitants had long 
been trading in $10 banknotes, labeled DIX (meaning 10), w 1C 
Americans everywhere quickly corrupted to "dixies. The iinai 
link was forged in January 1861, when a popular music-hall team 
at the Variety Theatre brought the house down with a stirring 
rendition of Uncle Dan’s keening showboat ditty, with its southern 
theme and blackface comedy style. So it was that Dame Fortune 
integrated “Dixie’s Land” and “land of the dixies. Talk abou . the 
Mason-Dixon Line as the origin of “Dixie is mostly fantasy. 
So is that yarn about the Manhattan planter named Dix.

♦ * * *
IN THE WAKE of President Lincoln’s election Southern Secession 
and confederation, the inauguration of Pr®SI mfton with its 
tragedy of Fort Sumter, ■’Dixie" swept the land of cotton wttht its 
infectious syncopated rhythm and stirring me February 
official Confederate version heard in Arnold
18, 1861, was arranged and played by Bandmaster Herman Arnold, 
a German immigrant of 1852. . ,
although5 the

Union regimental bands played it ear y in . of “Dixie”-
...» c..,...™.

gface soldiers inlvrfcs were written in calculated attempts oftttandsenousUnioms yrtc we 
to recapture the fe.styde mne

All to no avail. Emmen b
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nia 92037. We are sure that the thoughts and
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won first prize at the Bicentennial Bain.., Day Qn
and its Auxiliary dedicated the

CALIFORNIA AND PACIFIC
Dr. L. J. Snow, age 93, a life member of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War and Past Commander and Chaplain of 
Post 28, American Legion, Petaluma, California, represented the 
Post in presenting new American flags to all twenty-nine public 
and parochial schools in Petaluma at a Bicentennial celebration 
April 19th, the anniversary of the date of the beginning of the 
Revolutionary War in 1775.

"7

G.A.R. Memorial Services originated by the Grand Army of 
the Republic to honor its members who had died during the 
prior year and carried on by the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War were held on Sunday, May 30th, at the G.A.R. Home on 
E. Middle Street with Dr. Joseph Riley of Gettysburg Camp No. 
112 presiding. Past Commanders-in-Chief Chester S. Shriver and 
John H. Stark spoke.

Vice Department Commander Richard C. Schlenker of Lincoln- 
Cushing Camp No. 2 serving as toastmaster. The invocation and 
benediction were offered by Eldridge Daniels, Son’s Chaplain, and 
Shirley Shockley, Auxiliary Chaplain, respectively. The Breck’s 
Mill String Band of Wilmington provided the music. P.C. in C. 
Frank M. Heacock, Sr., Department Chief of Staff, was in charge 
of arrangements. Members of Appomattox and Col. R. G. Shaw 
Camps and their Auxiliaries and Charles Sumner Circle No. 1, 
Ladies of the G.A.R., were active participants in the Wilmington 
Joint Memorial Day Committee. They, together with members of 
the Loyal-Isaiah Fasset, Jr. Circles of the Ladies of the G.A.R., 
constituted the first division of the Memorial Day parade.

$

The 109th annual Memorial Day exercises were held in Gettys­
burg on May 31st with approximately 15,000 spectators observing 
the largest Memorial Day parade ever held in Gettysburg and with 
an estimated 4,000 persons in attendance at the memorial services 
in the National Cemetery following the parade.
- Memorial wreaths were placed during the services (see photo, 

left above) by Commander-in-Chief Clarence J. Riddell, Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War; Mrs. Caroline C. Riddell, 
National President, Auxiliary to the SUVCW; representatives of 
various Veterans Organizations; and John Earnst, Superintendent 
of Gettysburg National Military Park, on behalf of the National 
Park Service. During the very impressive service, prior to the 
firing of a volley by the VFW Post 15 Firing Squad and the 
playing of Taps, approximately 1,800 school children. Cub Scouts, 
Boy Scouts, and Girl Scouts placed flowers on the graves.

P.C.-in-C. Frank M. Heacock and Department Commander 
Marion C. T. Townsend have been elected Chairman and 
Co-Chairman, respectively, of the Wilmington Memorial Day 
Committee. P.N.P. Dorothy L. Hilyard was elected Secretary. 
The offices of Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer are now held 
by William F. Tucker and Charles N. Peco, both of the American 
Legion. The Joint Committee consists of the Camps, Auxiliaries 
and Circles as well as the American Legion, V.F.W., D.A.V., and 
Jewish War Veterans and their Auxiliaries of the greater Wilming­
ton area. The retiring Chairman is William Mazzetta, a P.D.C. 
and presently National Committeeman of the V.F.W.

MASSACHUSETTS
Lt. Nathaniel Bowditch Camp No. 30 of Dorchester is hoping 

that plans will materialize for the complete renovation inside and 
out of the G.A.R. Building at 91 Park Street. Benjamin Stone 
Post No. 68, G.A.R., first met in this building. According to the 
Camp Commander, Protem, William Randolph Cohen (Bro. 
Cohen is also Jr. Vice Commander of the Massachusetts Depart­
ment), renovation of the building would make it suitable for use 
as an historical site and a research center for students and other 
persons interested in using the books, records and other materials 
pertaining to the Civil War that are contained therein.

The General Winfield Scott Hancock Committee of Camp 
200, Philadelphia, conducted a Memorial Day service at the 
General’s tomb in Montgomery Cemetery, Norristown, Penna, on 
May 30. The Committee was formed over one year ago after 
reports were received of vandalism and damages to the 
family tomb of General Hancock, one of the most be­
loved leaders in the Civil War. He was a hero of the battles of 
Gettysburg, Penna, and Spotsylvania Court House, Va. He went 
on to become a candidate for President of the United States, 

(Continued on Page Eight)
We wish to inform the friends and acquaintances of P.N.P. 

Elhelyn Tucker that on May 28th she entered Torrey Pines

Lincoln-Cushing Camp No. 2, Washington, D.C. and the D.C. 
Commandery of M.O.L.L.U.S. sponsored the annual Memorial 
Day service for area patriotic and hereditary societies held on 
Sunday, May 30 at the Memorial Chapel of Walter Reed Medical 
Center. Following the observance a buffet-reception was held at 
the Officers’ Club of the Bethesda Naval Hospital at which induc­
tion ceremonies were held for newly-elected Camp Commander 
Richard C. Schlenker and Sec’y.-Treas. Earl H. Ackerman who will 
serve the unexpired terms of Cdr. James R. Wachob and Brother 
Edmund Koenig, respectively. Cdr. Wachob, U.S.N., has had 
orders changing his station to San Diego, Cal., and Bro. Koenig 
resigned for medical reasons.

Members of Camps throughout the State decorated graves of 
veterans of all wars with flags and participated in ceremonies of 
varied types in observance of Memorial Day. Shown above is 
Chaplain Frank A. L. Daubert and the firing squad of Garfield 
Camp No. 4, Trenton (1. to r. Capt. William Mulholland, Walter 
H. Williams, Frederick Daubert and Norman L. Combs) perform­
ing at the soldiers’ plot in Greenwood Cemetery, Trenton. In 
many instances, members of the Auxiliary also assisted with 
grave decoration and other activities.

ILLINOIS
On April 3rd, the 110th anniversary of the forming of the 

Grand Army of the Republic, a wreath was laid at the monument 
of Gen. John A. Logan at Michigan Avenue and 9th Street in 
Chicago. The annual dinner of the Sons and Daughters Associa­
tion followed later in the day. The speaker was Marshall Krolick, 
a prominent attorney and Past President of the Chicago Civil 
War Round Table. Mr. Krolick, who is also a regular contribu­
tor to the Civil War Times Illustrated, spoke about the Battle 
of Gettysburg.

On May 30th our 98th Annual Memorial Day Parade was 
held. The G.A.R. Colors were carried by William Baxter, 
Department Commander, and Charles S. Bournstine, Past Camp 
Commander, both of Camp No. 1. Their escort was the 55th 
Illinois Infantry, Reactivated, in authentic Civil War uniforms, 
arms and equipment, commanded by Colonel Allen Feldstein of 
Camp No. 61-65. At the close of the parade, in front of the 
reviewing stand, the 55th fired a volley of three shots and taps 
were played.

INDIANA
Donald L. Kelly, Past Camp Commander of William P. Benton 

Camp No. 28 of Centerville, was installed as Department Com­
mander at the 90th Department Encampment held in Indiana­
polis on June 12th. Brother Kelly briefly addressed the evening 
banquet which was attended by representatives of all five of the 
Allied Orders of the G.A.R, Outgoing Department Commander 
Otto Guedelhoefer reported on his activities for the year just 
ended. P.D.C. Argus E. Ogbom was presented with a fifty-year 
membership badge by Brother Guedelhoefer. A motion was 
passed establishing the office of Honorary Counselor to be held 
by all four Indiana Department “fifty-year membership” brothers 
who will advise in Department affairs, thus drawing on their 
combined 200 years of service and experience. A joint memorial 
service was held at the Columbia Club with the Auxiliary in 
honor of the memory of our departed brothers and sisters.

William Bardsley of Hobart is the Commander of the reacti­
vated Porter Camp No. 116 which was originally chartered in 
1928. A “Get Acquainted” meeting was held on March 23 at the 
old jail building. The activities included a tour of the historical 
society museum.

MARYLAND
Marion C. T. Townsend of Appomattox Camp No. 2 and Mrs. 

Ethel Carver of Appomattox Auxiliary were elected and installed 
as Department Commander and Department President respec­
tively at the annual Department Encampments of the Sons and 
Auxiliary held in Wilmington in May. A well-attended banquet 
was held on Saturday evening, May 1, with newly-elected Sr.

At the Department Encampment held in April in Fresno, the 
Department Auxiliary to the SUVCW made the first $500 dona­
tion to the “500 Club”, an organization that has been started to 
raise funds to build a new museum at the Chaffey Communities 
Cultural Center in Upland. The museum will house a collection 
of artifacts of days gone which has outgrown the space in the 
present museum building, the former Si. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
in Upland. Beatrice Riggs, P.N.P., is President of the Board of 
the Cultural Center.

& 7
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Daniel George of Camp No. 4, newly-elected Department 
Commander, and his staff of officers for 1976-77 were installed 
by Commander-in-Chief Clarence J. Riddell at the annual Depart­
ment Encampment held in Avon, New Jersey, June 17-19. __ _

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Our 94th Annual Department Encampment was held in the 

New Hampshire Highway Hotel in Concord April 30 - May 1 
with Department Commander (and National Chaplain) Richard 
E. Wyman presiding. Commander-in-Chief Clarence J. Riddell 
and Past Commanders-in-Chief Cleon Heald, Allen Howland and 
John Siark were in attendance as were Department Commander 
Edmond Buller of Maine and Ned L. Durkee, Past Department 
Commander of Vermont. Also meeting in their Annual Depart­
ment Conventions at the same Hotel were the Auxiliary to the 
SUVCW; Ladies of the G.A.R.; Daughters of Union Veterans; 
and Woman’s Relief Corps.

One hundred and seven persons attended the Annual Campfire 
Banquet, and approximately 190 were present at the Campfire 
Program which followed. Gov. Meldrim Thomson personally 
delivered his greetings to those present. Clarence Parker who 
presided at the Campfire and who had served as Campfire chair­
man for many years announced his retirement from that activity 
and was given a shield to which were fastened numerous gifts of 
appreciation for his long and dedicated service. The presentation 
was made by P.D.C. Alfred J. Clark, Department Secretary-Trea­
surer, on behalf of the respective Organizations.

cemetery behind the new home of the Historical Society of the 
Town of Tonawanda and also held a ceremony on May 30th at 
Faling Cemetery in Tonawanda.

On May 30th P.C.-in-C. Norman Furman read General Logan’s 
Order No. 11 at a service held by the United Veterans Council 
of Tonawanda. P.C.-in-C. Frank C. Bellinger gave the main 
address on May 31st at the Buffalo observance of Memorial Day 
at the G.A.R. plot in Forest Lawn Cemetery; P.C.-in-C. Joseph 
Hillary, vice-president of the Buffalo Board of Education, also 
spoke. Members of the Camp and its Auxiliary placed flags on 
more than 1,000 Civil War veterans’ graves this year.
OREGON AND WASHINGTON

The 54th Annual Department Encampments of the Sons and 
Auxiliary were held in the Eugene Hotel, Eugene, Oregon, May 16- 
18. Lawrence E. Allison, Department Commander, and Rena 
Green, Department President, who were honored at a reception 
on Sunday, presided over the sessions of their respective organiza­
tions. An address of welcome was given by Councilman Ray 
Bradley; Department Commander Allison responded. A Banquet- 
Luncheon was held at noon on May 17th followed by a Joint 
Memorial Service later in the afternoon. Nomination, election 
and installation of officers took place on May 18th. Zelma L. 
Harriman will serve the Auxiliary as Department President dur­
ing 1975-76.

The New Jersey Department’s Good Citizen Award for 1976 
was presented to Edward J. Britton of Camp No. 18, Newark, 
(see photo above) by P.D.C. Walter H. Williams at the annual 
banquet at the Department Encampment.

A very successful Department Convention of the Auxiliary was 
held June 17-19 at Avon. Constructive meetings were held and 
delightful social affairs were enjoyed by all in attendance. 
We were happy to have the National President and Commander- 
in-Chief in attendance, as well as other National Officers. Depart­
ment Patriotic Instructor Genevieve Orme reported that seven 
flags were presented during the year in the name of the Depar - 
ment. A check for $150.00 for Rehabilitation Work was presented 
to the Holley Child Care and Development Center of Hacken­
sack, N. J. This center deals with emotionally disturbed children 
of all ages. The newly-elected Department President is Mrs. 
Lydia Browne of Livingston, N. J.

Abraham Lincoln Camp No. 100 (the State Camp) will* l d 
its Fall dinner meeting at Nassau Inn, Prince on on < ’
October 30th. Mr. Howard Hayden will speak on The uni n 
and Confederate Enlisted Man.”

new YORK „ c _ .. .
Members of Chaplain. P. G. Cook,Campho. £3 ofJMfalo 

during the iToth Anniversary of the first Memorial Day. 
May 31st members of the Camp <— ---
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Convalescent Hospital. 2552 Torrey Pines Road, La Jolla, Califor- 
— ’ T?’!. i U ' - - J prayers of all will
be with Sister Elhelyn.

new jersey
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$100.00

$.10.00

$ 10.00

From the Department of New Jersey
In memory of Past Commander-in-Chief
Albert C. Lambert  

OHIO
Our Department Encampment was held in McMaster Hall at 

Mt. Union College in Alliance June 25-27.
McClellan Camp No. 91 of Alliance won the Department’s 

membership award for 1975.

The following contributions have been received since the last 
issue of The Banner:
From Dr. L. J. Snow, Petaluma, California, 
In memory of 1st Sgt. Joseph Lorenzo Snow, 
Co. I, 16th Illinois Cavalry 
From Frank L. Campbell, Bradbury Camp No. 149, 
Media, Penna.
In memory of William F. Campbell, Co. A, 
105th Penna. Vols

THREE YEARS WITH COMPANY K
A book bearing the above title written by Civil War veteran, 

Sgt. Austin Calvin Stearns, Company K, 13th Regiment Infantry, 
Massachusetts Volunteers, has been edited and published by his 
great, great grandson Arthur A. Kent, a national member-at-large 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. Sgt. Stearns 
was a member of the G.A.R. for many years and his son (Brother 
Kent's grandfather) was a member of the SUVCW in Westboro, 
Massachusetts for many years until his health failed. Any 
interested person desiring information as to how a copy of the 
book may be purchased may write to Arthur A. Kent, 4073 W. 
Colonial Parkway, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452.

Recently Ellinore K. Johnson, P.N.P., received word that she 
has been elected as an Honorary Member of the Dames of the 
Loyal Legion of the United States in recognition of her work 
for the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony each year. Her election was 
made by the governing board of the Dames and represents an 
honor rarely bestowed according to Mrs. Samuel Copp McCluney, 
National President of the Dames. We congratulate Sister 
Ellinore on the occasion of this achievement.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT . . . (Continued from Page 4)
QUOTABLE QUOTE: Rep. John B. Anderson of Illinois said 

it: What other country allows its critics to muckrake against its 
government? What other country allows massive hearings on 
government corruption to be broadcast live on national television? 
What other country has sought to redress the evils of 200 years 
of racism by massive legislation designed to guarantee the equal 
rights of all people? And what other country has shared so 
massively of its wealth with the poor and helpless of the world?

Respectfully submitted,
THOMAS L. W. JOHNSON, Chairman

Brother Mike Cavanaugh, Director of the Camp No. 200 
Library, is now in the process of cataloging and listing all Camp 
No. 200 materials related to the G.A.R. He will soon be con­
tacting Camps in Pennsylvania and New Jersey for the purpose 
of making lists of materials available for reference in the respec­
tive Camps. Anyone interested in helping in this project or who 
has G.A.R. material to donate for safe-keeping at Camp No. 
200 may write to Camp No. 200 Library, 4278-80 Griscom St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19124 or Phone 215-DE 1-0759.

THE BANNER
Published quarterly by the National Headquarters of the Sons 

of Union Veterans of the Civil War. This Order was founded in 
1881 and is the only male organization recognized by the Grand 
Army of the Republic. A Congressional Charter has been granted 
to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.

All items for publication must be received by the 15th day of 
December, March, June and September.

All members receive The Banner without charge. Other inter­
ested persons can subscribe at the rate of $2.00 yearly. AU sub­
scriptions expire on the first day of each year.
Fred H. Combs Jr., Editor, P. O. Box 6193, Lawrenceville, N. J 
08618

To — Fred H. Combs, Jr., National Secretary-Treasurer, 
P. O. Box 6193, Lawrenceville, N. J. 08648

Kindly enter the following Civil War record on the 
HONOR ROLL FUND.
Name of Veteran 
Company & Regiment 
Enclosed find ($10.00 or more) donation to the HONOR 
ROLL FUND from
Name 
Address  
(Donations, legacies, and bequests to this fund are welcome and 

will be preserved.)
(Contributions arc deductible for Income Tax purposes — 

Section 170 of the Code of 1951)

The Department Encampment of the Sons and Auxiliary was 
held at Milwaukee on June 5. After an impressive joint opening 
ceremony followed by a solemn memorial service, business sessions 
occupied the greater portion of the day. Grover R. Huff was 
re-elected to a second term as Dept. Commander, and Mildred 
Biering relinquished her gavel to Rhoda Lemanski, the new 
Dept. President. At the Allied Family banquet, Mrs. Mae Zinda, 
wife of the president of the Hawks Inn Society, spoke on the 
history and restoration of Hawk’s Inn at Delafield. Entertain­
ment was provided by the Glendale Woman’s Club Chorus which 
rendered a selection of songs that inspired everyone present. We 
were honored by the presence of Commander-in-Chief Clarence 
Riddell and National President Caroline Riddell. Both took an 
active part in the proceedings and served as Installing Officers for 
their respective Orders. At the banquet, their messages climaxed 
a full day of activity and were well received by all present.

WISCONSIN
On April 19, Thomas L. W. Johnson spoke to the Hawks Inn 

Historical Society, Delafield, on the subject, “A History of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War,” and Dept. Commander 
Grover R. Huff displayed his collection of artifacts and weapons 
from the Civil War Period. The Hawks Inn Society has been 
instrumental in restoring and maintaining an historic stagecoach 
stop at Delafield located about 25 miles west of Milwaukee. 
The turnout was large and enthusiastic and the buffet supper 
served was delicious.

PERMANENT FUND
Our Permanent Fund was authorized to unite and to assure a 

permanent association. No member is obligated to contribute 
nor may he be assessed. All funds in the Permanent Fund must 
be voluntary to fulfill its intent and purpose. Any member may 
contribute in memory of his family or Civil War ancestor to honor 
and perpetuate the memory of his name.

PENNSYLVANIA . . . (Continued from page Seven) 
losing to Gen James A. Garfield by only a few thousand votes 
of a total of over nine million cast. A national fund has been 
started to restore the structure and provide for its continued 
protection.

SUVCW LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
A Life Membership can be an individual purchase, a gift, or a 

bestowed honor. The costs per age category are as follows: 
Under age 60 $150.00 
Age 60 to 69  $125.00 
Age 70 and over $100.00

Payment to the National Secretary-Treasurer can be made on 
the basis of one-third (1/3) with the application for a Life Mem­
bership and the balance within one year. The interest on each 
Life Membership is mailed January 1st of each year to the mem­
ber’s Camp Treasurer for the member’s dues. The interest paid 
per each life membership for 1975 was $6.00.

Life Membership fees are placed in the Permanent Fund of our 
National Organization. The number of Life Members to date is 
eighty-five


