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THOMAS LINCOLN

Father of the President

LR
G. L. Cashman

What manner of man was Thomas Lincoln, father of the
sixteenth Priesident?

A number of early Abraham Lincoln biographers, using
Herndon's materials, tradition and folklore, were prone to
brand Thomas Lincoln a shiftless character, even a vagabond.
We must suppose that in so doing they were motivated by a
desire to illustrate that Abraham Lincoln rose to greatness
in spite of having been born and reared in abjecl poverty.

While the Lincoln family was poor, by our standards, there
was never any denial of the basic necessilies, and the condi-
tion of life was not less than that of most other pioneer
families of the area.

There is much f{actual evidence which proves the
fallacy of eclaiming that the family was poverty-stricken.
Abraham Lincoln, when questioned by a friend and associate,
stated that his childhood had been a happy one, that there was
nothing of want and no illusion of want in any part of it.

When Thomas Lincoln was but nine years old his father was
killed by the Indians on the little Kentucky farm. His father’'s
death deprived Thomas from obtaining even the most rudi-
mentary education, and he grew up almost illiterate. It is
perhaps because of this that he encouraged the young Abra-
ham to study, even to the extent of doing his son’s work on
occasion thai he might have the time to read and study.

At the time of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, Thomas Lincoln was
a substantial citizen, owner of 530 acres of land. Six years
later he purchased another farm of 256 acres. Records show
him to have been a hard-working, honest, generous, hospitable
neighber. He was never delinquent in paying his taxes and
many minor offices came to him.

Thomas Lincoln was an excellent carpenter and his cabin
home was probably as good, if not much better, than any of
his Kentucky neighbors, The quality of his workmanship as
a cabinet maker is proven by a number of pieces of his work
which are still preserved, and it is safe to assume that his
cabin home was well furnished. The moral condition of the
home can be judged by the fact that Thomas and Nancy were
members of the Little Mount Baptist Church.

1t is doubtful if the father of any great American has been
more grossly misrepresented than has Thomas Lincoln.

THE LEGISLATIVE REPORT

As these remarks are written, the controversey over the
extension of military operations into Cambodia continues.
Opponents of the President are loud and vocal in their criti-
cism of his decision to flush out Communist sanctuaries along
the eastern border of that country. While the Congress, and
more particularly the Senate, is attempting to assert its role in
the war-making process through control of the purse, legisla-
tive bodies at state and local levels have also become involved
in war-related issues.

In April Governor Francis W. Sargent signed into law a
measure passed by the Massachuseits General Court (legisla-
ture) which would bar Bay Sitate service men from having to
serve in foreign wars not declared by Congress. Although
doubtful of its constitutionality, Gov, Sargent said he felt the
issue¢ was fundamental and deserving of a court test.

More recently, the lower house of the Illinois General
Assembly had before it a bill similar to the Massachusetts
statute. Referred to the House Veterans' committee. it was
defeated by a vote of 15 to 4. Believing that the committee
action did not reflect majority sentiment, the bill’s sponsor
moved reconsideration by the entire House. On May 11 by a
vote of 88 to 55, the Illinois House refused to overrule the
committee's decision and in effect killed the measure for
this session.

In several municipalities city councils have been asked io

consider similar proposals and/or resolutions demanding
withdrawal of all American troops from Cambodia, Viet Nam,
and other southeast Asian countries.

Setting aside a discussion of the motives of the sponsors,
and supporters of these measures — and lest anyone mistake
his position, your chairman firmly believes that these pro-
posals individually and collectively undermine our position
both at home and abroad and will not contribute to an honor-
able cessation of hostililies — it is important Lo note the
increasing interest in American foreign and military policies
on the part of the grass roots. Not since the bitter struggle
over U.S. Neutrality prior to World War II have so many
people of every persuasion entered into the discussion of our
proper role in world affairs.

One is reminded of the controversy in the 1930's over the
Ludlow Amendment to the Constitution which would have
required a referendum prior to a declaration of war by Con-
gress except in cases of actual invasion. Introduced by Rep.
Louis B. Ludlow of Indiana, it was shelved by the House of
Representatives on December 14, 1937, by the unusually close
vote of 209 to 188. Its defeat came after a plea by President
Roosevell ihat its passage would inhibit his conduct of our
foreign relations. Interestingly, the vote on that measure
came just two days after the celebrated Panay Incident in
which Japanese planes sank an American gunboat in Chinese
waters near Shanghai.

Personal feelings and emotions run high on the “peace
issue.” Our membership is cautioned to be wary of signing
petitions and endorsing resolutions which at first glance may
seem innocent enough. Often the wording of a typical pro-
posal cites constitutional arguments, seemingly appeals Lo
man's reason, and assumes a high moral tone. But stripped
of these trappings, the net effect can only be to serve notice
on Hanoi, Peking, and Moscow that Uncle Sam has lost his
resolve. Thoughtful and personalized letters to the President,
your Senators and Representative in Congress are far more
effective in influencing policy than are mass petitions re-
gardless of your point of view.

L * * -

In an earlier column this year, we reported that the
House of Representatives had passed and sent to the Senate
a constitutional amendment providing for the direct,
popular election of the President and Vice President.
On  April 23 the Senate Judiciary committee re-
versed its earlier stand and by a vote of 11 to 6 endorsed the
proposed amendment. It is expected that Senate debate on
the measure will begin in June. Prospects for passage are
clouded by the requirement of a two-thirds affirmative
majority and the implied threat of a filibuster by opponents
of the proposal. Should it eventually pass the Senate, the
legislatures of at least 38 States would be required to ratify
the amendment before it could become a part of our
Constitution,

Thomas L. W. Johnson
Chairman

Department

News

ILLINOIS

The annual Lincoln Birthday Luncheon, sponsored
by General George A. Custer Camp 1 and Auxiliary
30, was held February 14 in the English Room of Marshall
Field & Co.'s downtown Chicago store. Dorothy Moline
Cashman of Springfield spoke on “Mary Todd Lincoln.”
P.D.C. John Brooks Davis served as toastmaster. P.D.C.
James M. Blackmazn and P.N.P. Eva B. Blackman were
presented with the c¢awp and auxiliary's Lincoln Memorial
Award (an engraved nlaque), and Sister Blackman also re-
ceived her 50-year -uembership pin, which her husband
proudly pinned on h .. Co-chairman of the luncheon were
Roland D. Perscnico and his wife, Terry.

Old Glory Camp 61-65and Auxiliary 22 lheld a “Veterans
Memorial Night” program in the G.A.R. Memorial Hall of
the Chicago Public Library building May 20. Those attend-
ing were invited to record on the camyp’s Honor Roll the names
of their relatives who had served in any of America’s wars,
and these names were then read during the memorial service.
Members also brought to the meeting mementos associated
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with these veteran's lives for a *“show and tell” session
and the various encampment badges, medals, war letters:
],hotogmphs. etc., displayed that night proved highly in-
teresting.

The annual encampment of the Illinois Department of
SsUVCW and ASUV was held June 56 at the Hotel St.
Nicholas in Springfield. Dept. Comdr. Donald M. Berlin,
Jr., was able to report an increase in membership for the
1969-70 term. Elected to succeed him for the new term was
Dr. Julius L. Weiss. Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief
George L. Cashman served as installing officer. Dept Pres.
Elsie Evans presented the auxiliary's Living Memorial
check to a representative of the Shriner's Children's
Hospitals, and, upon her retirement from office, served as
installing oflicer for her successor, Gertrude Smith. Natl.
Pres. Florence M. Jansson attended the first day of the
encampment and had the pleasure of initiating two new
members for the Illinois Department.

P.D.C. James M. Blackman represented the Department
Commander on June 14 at the Glenwood School for Boy's
annual Flag Day cercmony. and presented the departmeny’s
G.A.R. Memorial Award (a plaque and medal) to Cadet 2nd
Lt. Brian Pelham.

The depariment welcomes the following new members:
Harry J. Lessig, Robert W. Lessig and Charles L. Richey
(Camp 4); Don F. Adams and Steven J. Adolphson (Camp
921); Fran Satterlee and Dorothy Weiss (Aux. 50).

TAPS — We regret to report the recent passing of these
brothers and sisters: P. Jay Davis (Camp 1); Edward L.
Robinson (Camp 21); Catherine Cameron (Aux. 30); Edna
Soden (Aux. 32); DMabel Herbert (Aux. 60).

MASSACHUSETTS

The distance beiween the American Dream and American
reality never seemed greater, than it does today. The
ability io do something about it is not lacking. DBut do we,
the public, have the will to narrow this distance.

The threat of rapid — even violent — change, drives one
segment of our population to cling to the treasured values
of the past. Such traditions must be maintained, they
insist, by force if necessary, “My Country, love it or leave
it."”

Another segment of the populace — often highly vocal
sees archaic or unjust structures in our society and demands
immediate change, by force if necessary. “Bring down the
system.

In their extreme forms such attitudes pits one group
against another, dissipate energies that should be fused to
promote the welfare of all our citizens.

Meanwhile, let us hold more patriotic exercises expres-
sing our loyalty to our country and OUR .FLAG and our
desire for PEACE. At this point let me remind each one of
this passage from the Declaration of Independence.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable Rights, that Among these are Lile,
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness — that to secure Lpese
rights, Governments are institnted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of tl}‘e gOV!_!}'lle- d .

Distinguish carefully between “‘Dissent and “subversion.
No citizen who loves his country can be tojerant of sub
version, which involves the overthrow of the :n\'}-rnmen:
On the other hand, dissent-provided 1t 1s nom-violent and
does not injure the person or property of others —n 15
protected by the freedom of speech guaranteed wn the rst
Amendment to the Constitution.

wm. Randolph Cohen
Department Inspector

i hl blication put om

“1 " is an interesting monthly pabiicats 2 t
by ’llll:g cl)gttll])o?)thiés Reg. S.V.R.. with Lt Robert J. Wo}z as
Editor The Banner recommends it highly and looks forward
to\{’l:ell;-reeg;:fut‘gs.report that Sylvia Litsinggr, mother ?f Dfept.
Pres. Marjorie Grate passed away March 25 at the age o S5.

Lisbon, Ohio will be the scene of the reqnacgment of ttte
Battle of Chancellorsville on July 24 -r This will also m’;nk
the Sons of Veterans Reserve 1970 Encampment. An excel-
lent bivouac with restrooms, running \water, and tirst aid
station will be provided. Both Union and Con‘[ederate units
will participate. Contact Lisbon_x Commemorative Assn,, ilb
West Lincoln Way, Lisbon, 01110.44432.

Dept. Commander Alan Nutt, himself a veteran of World
War 2 and Korea is actively campaigning on behalf of Vietnam

Z

War Widows and their dependents. He has been to Washing-
ton to discuss his plan with Bui Diem, the Republic of Vietnam
ambassador to the U.8. He feels that the South Vietnam
so_ldle_rs have shouldered the battle burden under the Vietna-
mization program, and that Americans should come to the
relief of their dependents.

Earl Swisher, 80, Commander of Gov. Dennison Camp of
Columbus and a Corporal in the SVR unit has completed
another outstanding service at the G.A.R. Circle in Green-
lawn Cemetry on Memorial Day. The participation of Boy
Scout and Girl Scout groups is something to behold. The
Columbus Evening Dispatch paid him a fine tribute with a
first page story and picture.

Aux. 45 of Union port recently celebrated it's 25th Anni-
versary with visitors from Hopedale and Bloomingdale.
Bonnie Ault presided and the nine charter members and all
Past Presidents were honored. Gertrude Williams, a
charter membher, has served as Chaplain for twenty three
years.

A Mother-Daughter-Father-Son dinner was held in Alliance
with several Department and National Officers in attendance.
Errett and Edith Nile recently celebrated their Golden Wed-
ding Anniversary with open house at Lexington Grange Hal!l
with a large attendance of members and friends present.

NEW YORK

Tonawanda Mayor Holst, distributed honorary mayor of
Tonawanda certificates io representatives of Civil War units
which took part in the Memorial Day activities in the Twin
Cities. They are Col. Rueben Dunfee, commanding officer of
the John C. Pemberton Light Artillery, Bridgeton, N. J.;
Harry Gibbons, New York Department Commander SUVCW
and Li. Gen. Henry C. Horn, commander of the Army of
Northern Virginia. Congressman Henry P. Smith, a member
of Buffalo Camp 223 was the principal speaker. Flags were
placed on Union and also Confederate graves.

More than two hundred members and friends participated
in th 148th Grant Birthday observance at the Grant Tamb in
New York City on Apr. 26. The committee in charge in-
c¢luded Chester E. Hudson, Cecil M. Baer, Vincent Edmunds,
Rev. Howard Asbury, Herbert Parsons, Florence Parsons,
Edith Paulding, IFrances Ganley and Leila M. Kroepke.
We extend condolences 1o Bro. William Phillips of Rechester
in the loss of his wife, Lois, and to all others who have
suflfered illness or loss of loved ones.

Helen Loomis recently presented a wreath at the Soldiers
and Sailors monument in Troy. The Northern New York
Club held services at Mt. McGregor on May 3 at the cottage
where General Grant spent his last days.

Oliver Tilden Camp 26, New York City held Memorial Day
services at Admiral Farragut's Monument, and at the grave
of Capt. Oliver Tilden, at which time the G.A.R. Ritual
Service was given.

VERMONT

It is a sad reflection on our modern news media, that the
worst side of the daily events are made so prominent. There
is 2 much brighter side; the cause of the Negro has made
tremendous advances in only a comparatively few years,
although much remains to be done; the man whose skin is
different from the white man has a great potential to con-
tribute to the commonwealth of our country.

The youth of the nation are not all bad, as we might
sometime be led to believe. I firmly believe that our voung
people are basically of good report. If we of an older
generation or larger experience are confused by this rapidly
moving modern world, what must it seem to be, as seen by a
youth just starting out in life? The youth of today needs
understanding, and the trust of parents and friends not
mistrust or criticism. Most of all let us teach our children
and grandchildren that we have faith and a personal trust in
them, and in a God who still guides the nations of the world
and all that vast universe that surrounds it.

Arthar L. Ballou, Dept. Chaplain

NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL

A meeting of the New England Regional Association was
held March 21-22 at Montpelier, Vermont with Dept. Commadr.
Louis Dubois and Dept. Pres. Amy Fancher as hosts. A
large attendance from the six New England Departments
enjoyed the fellowship of the meetings as well as the dinner
and entertainment. Regional Commander Robert Lawrence
and Regional President Francis Warner presided over their







