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1. Fraternal Greetings and best wishes as you
gather at your meetings and may you gather from
these brisk winter days a renewal of fellowship.

2. Additional appointments:

Legislative Committee:
Willard R. Stephen, New York; Cleon E. Heald,
New Hampshire; Harold E. Arnold, Rhode
Island; Harry Tyndale, California.

Centennial Committee:

Wm. O. Fuller, Massachusetts; Chester S.
Shriver, Penna.; Fred Combs, Jr., New
Jersey; Harold Arnold, Rhode Island; Ernest
C. Wells, Massachusetts.

Membership Committee:

All Department Junior Viece Commanders.
1959 Encampment Commitiee:

J. Elmer Wohlgemuth, California.
National Special Aide:

Ernest G. Wells of Massachusetts for outstand-
ing work in the organization of Camp No. 3
at Portsmouth, N, H.

Additional Special Aides needed:

Five new members are all that is required.
You will receive the Gold Ribbon and have
your name published in General Orders.
Which Department will be awarded the most
Special Aides?

3. The 78th National Encampment will be held
in Long Beach, Calif.,, August 16-20, 1959. Head-
quarters for the Sons and Auxiliary will be the
Lafayette Hotel, where all meetings will be held.
Reservation cards will be mailed in a future issue
of The Banner. Make all reservations directly with
the hotel. No deposit will be required, but vou
are urged to give the time and date of arrival.

4. New Camp Officers are heing elected and in-
stalled. Your Commander-in-Chief extends to each
Officer a happy and successful year.

5. By action of the 1958 National Encampment,
all invitations for the 1960 and 1961 National En-
campments will be considered by the Council of
Administration. Departments are urged to obtain
full cooperation of your Convention Bureau and
communicate with Natl. Secy-Treas. Lambert as
soon as possible.

6. Journals of Proceedings of the 77th National
Enc_ampment have been promulgated. Additional
copies may he purchased at $2.00 each.

7. All subsecriptions to THE BANNER expired
with the December issue. Camps are directed to
solicit and send in renewals, as well as new sub-
scriptions. I suggest THE BANNER as a “musl”
for every member as well as for every member of
the Auxiliary.

8. Civil War Centennial Suggestions:

a. Cleaning and restoring of local Civil War
monuments.

b. Marking historic buildings and sites.

c. Civil War graves and markers.

d. Memorial Highway rest areas.

Each state has or will appoint a Civil War Cen-
tennial Commission. Contact your State Commis-
sion and offer to cooperate with them.

9. Every Camp should have appropriate programs
on or near Lincoln’s and Washington’s birthdays.
Plans should be under way for Memorial Day. Invite
the Boy Scouts, school children and other groups
to assist in decorating and placing of flags. Co-
operate with other veteran groups.

10. Best wishes for a Happy and Prosperous New
Year is extended to each and every member of our
Order. May the year 1959 prove to be one of
accomplishment in the aims and purposes of our

beloved Order.
EARL F. RIGGS,
Commander-in-Chief,

Plan to Attend . . .

NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT
Long Beach, Calif.
AUGUST 16-20, 1959

A scenic packed tour to the 1959 National En-
campments of the Sons of Union Veterans, their
Auxiliary and the Ladies of the G. A. R. has been
planned_by the Burlington Railroad. You will have
ample time to get acquainted with fellow members
of the party, and to see some of the greatest at-
tractions of our country.

IMPORIANT ANNOUNCEMENT — In order to
secure desirable accommodations it is necessary that
Mr. Kruse of the Burlington Railroad be advised
Jmmedlatgly by those wishing to be included in this
trip.  This will in no way obligate you should you
decide not to go, but if you intend to go WRITE
IMMEDIATELY TO

Mr. Arthur R. Kruse
Burlington Railroad
125 South Broad Street
Philadelphia 9, Pa.

~ General Kuechenmeister Dies

Brig. Gen. Alvin A. Kuechenmeister, Department
Commander of the Wisconsin Department SUVCW
died unexpectedly on November 13 of a heart attack.
He had attended a reception for the Aux. Dept.
Pres. Gladys Williams on November 8th and ap-
peared in good health.

G(gn. Kuechenmeister saw active duty in the
Mexican border disturbances, in World War I and
also in World War IL

We extend sincere sympathy to his family and
to the Wisconsin Department in their great loss.
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LINCOLN PORTRAIT ON 3 “SESQUIS”

Designs for the three Lincoln Sesquicentennial stamps
scheduled for 1859 have been announced by Postmaster Gen-
eral Arthur E. Summerfield. They, with the 4 cent Lincoln-
Douglas Debates commemorative issued August 27, complete
the series of four stamps marking the 150th anniversary of
the birth of Ahraham Lincoln. .

The 1 cent denomination will be released February 12 at
Hodgenville, Ky., nearest post oflice to Lincoln's birihplace
and will feature the famed “Beardless Lincoln’ portrait b);
George Peter Alexander Healy.

The 3 cent Lincoln commemorative will be placed on sale
February 27 in New York, the site of LincoIn's historically
important speech delivered at the Cooper Union. This will
feature a sculptured head of Lincoln by Gutzon Borglum.

On May 30 a second 4 cent Lincoln Sesquicentennial will
be first placed on sale in Washington. These three Lincoln
Sesquicentennials will each include a facsimile of the sig-
nature “A. Lincoln.”.

NEXT OF KIN MEDALS NO LONGER AVAILABLE

We are informed by the Department of the Army that
medal’'s commemorative of service in the Civil War are no
longer available for issue.

GENERAL GRANT TO SPEAK

P. C. in C. Gen. U. S. Grant 3rd addressed a joint meeting
of the Western Reserve Historical Society and the Civil War
Round Table of Cleveland, Ohio on December 3rd, on the
subject “The Strategy of the Civil War and Ohio's Contri-
bution.” On Novemher 25th he spoke in Kansas City, and
is scheduled to speak in St. Louis on February 16th and in
Lexington, Ky. on May 18.

PORTRAIT OF GRANT

A portrait of Ulysses S. Grant was presented to the State
Library of New York recenily by Mrs. William Adriance,
patriotic instructor of Tent 28, D.U.V.C.W. Present at the
ceremony was P, C. in C. Gen. U. S. Grant 3rd, grandson
of President Grant.

LINCOLN SESQUICENTENNTAL 1809-1959

By a joint resolution of Congress approved September 2
1957, a Lincoln Sesquicentennial Commission was authorized.
They solicit the aid of all national organizations to make
plans to honor the Sixteenth President during 1959. Camp
and Department Patriotic Instructors are urged to take note.

WELCOME MEMBERS AT LARGE

New National Members at large include Warren J. Shonert,
Publisher of the Falmouth, Kentucky ‘Outlook,”” and Mr.
Lee Brown Atwood a retired attorney-at-law temporarily re-
siding in Salinas, California.

G. A. R. HIGHWAY

Massachusetts House Bill 1235 to preserve the G. A. R.
Highway as a permanent memorial to the G. A. R, was
passed by both the House and Senate on October 14 and
signed by the Governor on October 20. This repeals an
Act of 1956 which established the section from Provincetown
to Truro as MacMillan Highway. P.D.C. Everett M. Atwood
worked hard to accomplish this.
BAN SOUGHT ON FLAG (UPD

A resolution asking a clamp-down on a growing display of
the Confederate flag throughout the United States was
presented to the Indiana American Legion recently. The
resolution deplores widespread display of the banner as
“disrespeciful” of the American flag.

Why Commemorate the Civil War?

In answer to the questions “Why commemorate
the Civil War?’ “Why revive the memory of
fratricidal strife?’ I submit that the Civil War
was the greatest test our country ever faced. Built
of the heroism and endurance that were drawn
from men and women of both sections by devotion
to prineiples valued more than life itself, it was our
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most profound and tragic experience. What was
finally gained by it affected our national character
and our national destiny itself —the preservation of
the American Union as an instrumentality of free-
dom for all the peoples of the world—was gained
by all of us. The loss, the gain and the experience
itself are a common national possession.

To commemorate the Centennial of this war we
do not want simply to string together a series of
holidays, reviving here the exultation of vietory
and there the sadness of defeat. Rather, the Cen-
tennial must give us a new understanding of the
way in which Americans built from sacrifice and
suffering an enduring Nation and a lasting peace.
Our ancestors fought to the limit of endurance for
four years; when the fighting ended they closed
ranks, saw in the unity of their land something
that overshadowed the bitterness of the fight. Ever
since the sons and grandsons of the enemies in that
wat have fought shoulder to shoulder in four foreign
wars.—This is an inspiring happening unique in
history.

Moreover, the Civil War was a marvelous display
of American ingenuity in the way our citizen armies
and navies, both entirely unprepared and untrained
for war, met the emergencies of the situation in
equipment, supply and armament. It was not fought
on the basis of the previous war, but new methods,
new tactics, new arms and ammunition were de-
veloped to meet the exigencies of the changing situa-
tion. It was the first war in which the telegraph
permitted the coordination of armies in different
geographical theaters of operation, and facilitated
keeping the population advised promptly of events;
the first war in which rifled guns and repeating
rifles were used; the first in which the iron-clad
ship was improvised; the first in which land mines
and submarine mines (then misnamed torpedoes)
were tried; the first in which observation from the
air was tried; the first in which railroads were
effectively used for the movement of large bodies
of troops from one theater of operations to another;
the first in which the use of cavalry masses by
themselves to grasp strategic points quickly and
hold them dismounted was fully developed (a prem-
onition of the armored corps of today); the first
in which the care of the wounded was finally or-
ganized; the first in which the treatment of citi-
zens in occupied territories were codified; the first
in which the entire population was called upon to
bear its part of the burden of war. Indeed, it was
the first modern war.

Finally, while our country raised and trained two
citizen armies, who fought one another with an
effectiveness and self-sacrifice seldom equaled in
human history; when the war was over the com-
batants of both sides quickly and without question
returned to their homes and resumed their peaceful
occupations; another unique demonstration of
American character.

So, the Centennial observances must be a new
study of American patriotism and capability—a
study which should give us deeper understanding
of the immense reserves of bravery, of sacrifice and
of idealism which lie in the American character.

U. S. Grant 3rd, Maj-Gen. U. S. A. Ret.
Chairman Civil War Centennial Comm.
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