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Page Six THE BANNER

January, 1974

HELLO,

REMEMBER ME?

Some people call me Old Glory, others call me the Star
Spangled Banner, but whatever they call me, 1 am your Flag,
the flag of the United States of America . . . Something has
been bothering me, so 1 thought 1 might talk it over with you
.. . because it is about you and me.

I remember some time ago people lined up on both sides
of the street 10 watch the parade and naturally 1 was leading
every parade, proudly waving in the breeze, when your daddy
saw me coming, he immediately removed his hat and placed
it against his left shoulder so that the hand was direclly over
his heart . . . remember?

And you, I remember you. Standing there straight as a soldier.
You didnt have a hat, but you were giving the right salute.
Remember little sister? Not ito ‘be outdone, she was saluting the
same as you with her right hand over her heart . . . remember?

What happened? I'm still the same old flag. Oh, I have a
few more Stars since you were a boy. A lot more blood has
been shed since those parades of long ago.

But now I dont feel as proud as I used to. When I come
down your street you just stand there with your hands in your
pockets and 1 may pget a small glance and then you look away.
Then I see the children running around and shouting . . . they
don't seem to know who I am . . . ] saw one man dake his
hat off then look around, he didn't sce anybody else with theirs
off so he quickly put his back on.

Is it a sin 10 be patriotic anymore? Have you forgotten what
I stand for and where I've been? . . . Anzio, Guadalcanal, Korea
and now Vietnam. Take a look at the Memorial Honor Rolls
sometimes, of those who never came back to keep this Republic
free . . . One Nation Under God . .. When you salute me, you
are actually saluting them.

Well, it won't be long until I'll be comng down your street
again. So, when you see me, stand straight, place your right
hand over your heart . . . and I'll salute you, by waving back

. and I'll know that . . .

YOU REMEMBERED!
(Author Unknown)

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL
LINCOLN TOMB CEREMONY
Springfield, lllinois
Monday, April 15, 1974

A memorial ceremony commemorating the 109th anniversary
of President Abraham Lincoln's death will be conducted by the
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, assisted by The Military
Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States, at 11:00 A.M.
on April 15 at the Lincoln Tomb, Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield,
Nlinois. In charge of arrangements are George L. Cashman,
Thomas L. W. Johnson, and Wayne C. Temple, co-chairmen of
the ceremony committee.

The State House Inn will be the site of a commemorative
luncheon that will immediately follow the rites at the Tomb.
A!bert W. Banton, superintendent, Lincoln Home National
Historical Site, Springfield, will be the principal speaker at the
luncheon. The cost of the luncheon will be $5.00 per plate. A
shuttle bus will provide transportation free of charge between the
Tomb and the hotel.

Department Commanders and Department Auxiliary Presidents
will receive invitations to participate in the wreath-laying ceremony
In 2 mailing 10 be made in mid-February. Upon receipt, they
are requested 1o pass along the information to their respective
members. Individual members of Camps and Auxiliaries are
cordially invited to attend the ceremony and luncheon. It is
expected that the 114th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment
(Reactivated) of Springfield and other proud units attired in
authentic Civil War uniforms will be on hand to form an honor
guard for the ceremony.

New Hampshire Will Host . . .
93RD ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION

The 93rd Annual Convention of the National Organization of
the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and the annual
conventions of the Auxiliary to the Sons and of the Ladies of
the Grand Army of the Republic will be held in the Mount
Washingion Hotel, Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, August
18-22, 1974. Members of the 1974 Convention Commitlee have
been working diligently for several months on the many e_senual
details in order to make certain that all who attend will have
an enjoyable and long-to-be-remembered experience. Look for
funther information in the Apnil issue of The Banner. Reservation
cards will be available in due time at all Department Head-
quarters. Plan now to attend. An enjoyable time amidst the
surroundings of the magnificent White Mountains awaits you.

Dedication of the Lincoln Memorial . . .

52ND ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY

The Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States
will observe the 52nd anniversary of ithe dedication of the
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D. C. on February 12th. The
national organization of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War, which participates annually in the observance, will be of-
ficially represented this year by Commander-in-Chief Allen B.
Howland and our Color Guard under the command of Brig. Gen.
Chester S. Shriver, SVR. The Auxiliary to the Sons will be
represented by National President Jessie G. Wells.

William C. Duval, Past Commander-in-Chief of the Loyal
Legion and currently the membership chairman, has requested
that readers of The Banner be informed that all male persons
18 years of age or older, who are descendants of Army or Navy
officers who served during the Civil War in the Union Forces
on or before April 15, 1865, are eligible for membership in the
Loyal Legion and that applications for membership are welcomed.
All communications regarding membership should be directed to
William C. Duval, Membership Chairman, National Headquarters
of the Loyal Legion, 1805 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19103.

DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 1973-74

COLORADO AND WYOMING (correction)
Commander — John B. Tipton 725 N. Farragut Ave., Colorado
Springs, Colorado 80909
Sce'y.-Treas. (Active) — Earl F. Wright, 1310 Cucharras, Colorado
Springs, Colorado 30904

IN MEMORIAM

The Rev. Elmer H. Finger, who served in numerous
churches in both Philadelphia and New Jerscy, died
November 11, 1973 at St. Peter's Hospital, New Bruns-
wick. Mr. Finger, 77, graduated from Friends Central
and Friends Select and the former Temple University
School of Theology.

Rev. Finger dedicated his life to his Church and his
Country with a zeal and determination seldom equaled
and never exceeded. He was particularly an authority
on Abraham Lincoln and the Grand Army of the
Republic. On many occasions he had members of the
GAR as his guests for church services on Memorial Day.
He has served as President of the Sons of Union Veterans
Club of Philadelphia, and as its guest speaker on several
occasions.

Rev. Finger became an Associate Member of the Sons
of Union Veterans of the Civil War attached to Ferd V.
Dayton Camp No. 5 of Trenton, N. 1. and on many
occasions addressed State camp #100 dinner meetings.

“HIS TRUTH IS MARCHING ON" is the theme of a
Civil War Memorial Window that was dedicated Novem-
ber 12, 1961 at the Reformed Church of North Bruns-
wick, New Jersey by the Allied Orders of Eastern
Pennsylvania. Rev. Finger was pastor of the church at
that time.

With special permission, Brother Finger was laid to rest
in this church yard within sight of the window he was
so proud of.

fanuary, 1974
—_——
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Department
News

CONNECTICUT
past Department Commander Harold L Scolt » is wi
Pauline, of Bristol celebrated their golden ucddmsminr,"-‘:c::l:;
on November 15th. An open house and reception, given in thes
honor bI)j l‘h?f %’Uf Chllclh'ecnl:l wag held on Sunday, November 18th
at the Tninity Episcopa urch in Bristo! wit '
guests in attendance. ith more than 125
Brother Scotl, a veleran of World War I and member of the
Sons for more than 60 years, belongs to Capt. T. B. Robinson
Camp No. 31. He is currently the Department Historian and
vice-chairman of the Bristol Veterans Couneil.

IOWA

A new member was initiated into Fort Dodge Auxiliary No, 12
on September 14th at a meeting held at the home of Frances
Eckenberger 1n Dayton. Fourteen persons were present 1o witness
the inspection of the Auxiliary by Ethel Jones of Auxiliary No. 16,
Des Moines.

Our annual picnic was held in Waterloo on September 16th
with a good attendance.

A reception in honor of the Department Officers of the Auxil-
iary, followed by a banquet and accompanied by enjoyable
entertainment presented by the Senior Citizens of Waterloo, was
held on November 10th.

Auxiliaries No. 16 and 8 were inspected on November 6th
by Department Inspector Eva Code of Fort Dodge. Department
President Fern Kingsley was present.

MAINE

Several members of Garfield Camp and Auxiliary of Waterville
and of J. Wesley Gilman Camp and Auxiliary of Oakland attended
recepiions for Mrs. Sarah Grover and Department Commander
John F. Osborne and their staffs on October 27th and November
3rd, respectively.

Department Vice-President Harriet Ham wishes to thank all
who helped to make the annual Department Fair a huge success.

MASSACHUSETTS .

We are proud of a “first” for this Department — the election
of the National Heads of the Sons and Auxiliary — Jessie G.
Wells as National President and Allen B. Howland as Com-
mander-in-Chief. A most appropriate testimonial to both, planned
under the leadership of William Haskell, P. C. in C. and Per-
sonal Aide Minnie Madeiros, was held at the Hotel Sonesta in
Cambridge on October 27th.

Department Commander Eugene Russell and Department
President Thelma Badger were honored at an enjoyable reception
at the Rockland GAR Hall on September 29.

A very successful Fund Raising Day was held under the leadex.--
ship of our Auxiliary Department President in GAR Hall, Rock-
land. The event featured tables for candy,_aprons,.food, white
elephants, raffle tickets and Chris(;mas specmllues. The evening

rogram included a bean supper and a penny saie.

P Ogn Decr:lscmber Ist the Paglt’ Department C_ommanders and Past
Department Presidents Clubs held a Christmas party a: the
Yankee Drummer Inn in Auburn.

Olh:r ir:?e[?esling and meaningful events conducted in recent
months were the Friendly Relations Banquet (attended by mem-
bers of all Allied Orders) in Somerville on October 134%1 :Ez
Dedication Day Banguet in Holyoke on November trl;{ead-
Plymouth County Christmas party held in the Depall'i.men zpad-
quarters in Rockland on December 8th: the installation o(-l !
officers of Auxiliary No. 2 by P.D.P. Barbara Brownﬁfqn e;
staff on October 20th: and the joint Installation of (;chersbg
Camp No. 17 and Auxiliary No. 17 of Brockton on o;er[r; 1:r
20th by Allen B. Howland, C. in C., and Viola Fuller, P.D.P.,
' Plhr:;vir’é now being made under the leadership of 1g:he:stcr Wi
Adshead, PDC, and Flora D. Bates, PNP for our Departmen
Convention to be held April 19-21 in Auburn.

N SHIRE
Evg(::,ﬁMKuxiliary No. 11 tendered a testimonial banquet

i Department President Alice Sharkey at the Thoreau
Eo}(:?nm;lotfhe e(l::fystal Restaurant on Sepetember Sth National
President Jessie G. Wells and her Personal Aide Minnie Madieros

attended.
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A mf“ Desgranges of the New Hampshire Veterans' Association
‘oaiary. Weirs, New Hampshire, presented a scholarship of
“= On behail of the Auxiliary in Scptember to a deserving
student at Keoene State College,
NEW JERSEY

New Jersey has had two great losses in the deaths of Rev.
Elmer H. Finger on November 11th and Philippine E. Raab on
December 3rd. Sister Raab was the senjor Past Dept. President
of the Auxiliary, having served in [928. Bro. Finger, an associate
member, enjoyed the admiration and respect of everyone. We
always benefitted from his inspired messages.

Nawsau Inn was the scene last September 29th when Dept.
Pres. Marion Combs was guest of honor at a dinner and reception
sponsored by Garfield Auxiliary No. (8. It was a happy
cvening enjoyed by the many who attended from both New Jersey
and Pennsylvania.

The next dinner meeting of the New Jersey State Camp will be
held at Nassau Inn on Saturday, April 27th. Bro. James Elliott
Is preparing a visual and sound program of Civil War battlefields.

It is with genuine regret that we announce the necessity of
elum.natmg our annual Lincoln Dinner in 1974. After serious
consideration and inquiries, we find that our members are not
confident that they will receive sufficient gasoline to guarantee
iransportation. Also, the matter of safety of automobiles parked
on the streets has us concerned. We hope that everything will
be better and that we will have your support in 1975.

NEW YORK

Department Commander Robert C. Wagoner and Department
President Mrs. Maude Baker were honored by large groups at
dinners and receptions held in their honor in Albany on September
15th, in Oniskany on November 3rd, and in Rochester on Novem-
ber 10th.

Charles J. Nordquist Camp No. 64 of Mount Vernon, after
attending Veterans Day services at the City Hall in Mount Vernon,
honored Chester E. Hudson, Department Sr. Vice Commander,
at a luncheon. Cecil Baer, Department Patriotic Instructor and
Historian, commended Bro. Hudson for his exemplary service
to the Department. Dr. Floyd George, Minister of the First
United Methodist Church of Mount Vernon, gave a special
address befitting the occasion.

Bro. Hudson also had the honor of placing a wreath at the
Eternal Light in New York City on November 11th.

Lincoln’s Statue in Buffalo and the World's Largest Monument
to a Speech in Elmwood Cemetery, Tonawanda, were the sites
of public readings of President Lincoln's Gettysburg Address on
November 19th. The programs, which marked the 110th Anni-
versary of Lincoln’s delivery of the Address at the dedication
of the National Cemetery in Gettysburg on November 19, 1863,
were sponsored by Cook Camp 223 and Co. D., 100th Eagle
Regt,, N. Y. Vol. Inf. SVR. The Seneca High School Band
played Civil War music.

An appropriate wreath-laying ceremony and service will be
held by Camp 223 at the Lincoln Statue in Buffalo on February
12th.

Bertram lIsaacs, Department Secretary-Treasurer for many years,
has retired and moved to Florida. His son, Lawrence Isaacs,
is now the Department Secretary-Treasurer.

General U. S. Grant's Cottage at Mt. McGregor in Wilton
has been reopened after being closed to the public for three years.

OHIO

Bro. William C. Duval of Camp 100 is making a collection of
Annual National GAR Encampment badges, medals and ribbons.
He is willing 10 pay cash for such items in good condition (barring
duplicates) or trade. Anyone who has one or more of these GAR
badges, medals or ribbons and is willing to sell or trade them
to Bro. Duval or who wishes additional information may write
to him at 4315 Schenck Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236.

We sincerely regret the death of Sister Mary Wolz, wife of
Department Commander Robert C. Wolz, following several severe
heart attacks. Mrs. Wolz was laid to rest on December 4th.

Several members of the Sons and Auxiliary attended the
Central Region conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Past
National Chief of Staff Jane Greenwalt was elected Secretary.

Department President Lilly McCollough had the honor of
presenting, on behalf of the Department Auxiliary, five American
flags to the Christian School in Dayton in memory of the former
Dayton Auxiliary.

Mrs. Marjorie Grate, Department Inspecting Officer, visited
Frost and Unionport for inspection of the Auxiliaries. Alliance
Auxiliary No. 91 was inspected by Department President
McCollough.

(Continued on Page 8)






