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Introductions of the Pennsylvania Department heads
followed Dr. Rickevy's remarks. Following the playing of the
Battle Hymn of the Republic by the band, Mcmorial Wreaths
were placed by each National President and cach Depart-
ment President.

Following the rifle salute, “Taps” were sounded by Cpl.
Ivan E. Frantz Jr. Past Commander-in-chief Stoudt was
Master of Ceremonies, and the Invocation and Benediction
were given by Rev, Merlin G. Shull, Geitysburg Church of
the Brethren.

ANNUAL BANQUET

Commemorating the Dedication of the Gettysburg

Notional Cemetery on Nov. 19, 1863

Left to right: Dr. Charles Glatfelter, Commander-in
Chief Geo. L. Cashman. and Charles Michoud, recipient
of award.

The 10th Annual Banguet commemorating Dedication Day
was held at the Holiday Inn, Gettysburg on Nov. 19th,
sponsored by the Past Commanders and Past Presidents
Asszociation. with Past Commander-in-Chief Frank Jleacock
Sr. as Toastmaster. Natl. Chaplain Edwin K. Kramer gave
the invceation and the henediction. All five National and
lenarunent Presidents addressed the group.

Our annual scholarship award was presented to Charles
Michoud of Gettysburg College. Dr. Charles Glaifelter repre-
senied the college. Mr. Michoud whose home is in Salem,
Mass. plans to seek his Doctor’s Degree in Civil War hisiory.
His great-great-grandfather, Benjamin Arringion served with
the 17th Massachusetts during the Civil War.

A feature of the evening was a talk given by Mrs. George
L. Cashman ahoui “The Lincoln Tomb" where her husband
has been superintendent for the past 20 years.

On the same evening, a Formal Military Dance was held
from 9 P.M. to 1 A.M. at the Gettyshurg Counrtry Club, spon-
sore:d by Headquarters Cavalry Troop for the SVR personnel.

THE LEGISLATIVE REPORT

The Louisiana Legislature, meeting in regular session in
May, declined to act on proposals to bring that state's
observance of four patriotic dates into line with the Uniform
(Monday) Holiday Act . so the Pelican State remains
one of the holdouts along with Oklahoma. South Dakota,
West Virginia, and Wisconsin that have not as yet con-
formed at least to some degree with federal law.

Flag desecration statutes are under atlack in many states
on the grounds of vagueness and violation of the constitu-
tional guarantee of freedom of expression. In October, the
Supreme Court agreed to hear the case of a New York City
art gallery proprietor who was convicted under a New York
state law of desecrating the flag by displaying it as a part
of an antiwar sculpture. It is hoped that the High Court
will provide positive guidance in the enforcement of this
and similar statues in other states. Recently a Pennsylvania
judge acquitted five young men of a charge of flag desecra-
tion that involved, according to press reports, sitting on a
48 star flag and eating a picnic lunch. The judge apparently
considered the act akin to a prank but warned the men that
they might not be so foriunate if charged with a similar
offense again, In Wisconsin, a federal District judge issued
r temporary injunction restraining authorities from enfore-
ing that state's flag abuse law. He also requested a three-
judge federal panel be empowered to hear the constitutional
issues raised by a young man accused of *“casting contempt
on the flag"” by carrying a flag fastened to a broomstick
while marching in a protest parade. Whether or mnot the
Supreme Court will address itself to the broad constitu-
tional questions remains to be demonstrated.

. * * .

On November 17 the House of Representatives passed by
a vote of 289 to 39 a resolution authored by Rep. Clement J.
Zablocki of Wisconsin which attempts to define the war
powers of the President. It would require consultation with
congressional leaders before involving U. S. armed forces
in nmew foreign conflicts. In instances described as “ex-
traordinary and emergency’” in nature, ithe President could
make his report after troops had been deployed. Rep.
Zablocki said his resolution was not intended to be critical
of the actions of any past administration. The Nixon
Administration did not oppose the measure. Perhavns its
passage will help resolve the deadlock over the Cooper-Church
Amendment. To date a Senate-House Conference has been
unable to agree on the terms of the $272.2 million dollar
foreign military credit sales bill. The House conferees
want the Cooper-Church language stricken [rom the bill
while the Senate members favor the restrictions imposed by
the amendment. Meanwhile credit sales of military hardware
have been held up.

L) . * .

After two attempis to cut off debate failed early in the
fall, the Senate leadership in October agreed to shelve con-
sideration of the constitutional amendment providing for the
direct election of the President. Backers of the amendment
offered to soften its provisions in exchange for voles to
shut off debate and bring the main issue to a vote, but they
were unsuccessful. This points up the fact that the smaller
and less populous states to exercise political “clout” — at
least in the Senate. It has been reported that an impres-
sive array of major national organizations actively supported
the measure sponsored by Sen. Birch Bayh of Indiana. Only
two groups have actively lobbied in opposition to the pro-
posal — the American Conservative Union and the American
Farm DBureau Federation. Since the amendment over-
whelmingly passed the House last year, the caution ex-
pressed in the Senate can be regarded as a tribute to the
careful spadework undertaken by these two organizations.

E ] * & »

A TFederal Court of Appeals In San Francisco recently
ruled that the Treasury Department can legally use the
words “In Cod We Trust” on U, S. coins and currency.
The decision upheld a2 finding of a federal District Judge
made two years ago. The appellate court said that the use
of the famous phrase “is of a patriotic or ceremonial character
and bears no true resemblance to a governmental sponsor-
<hip of a religious service.”

THOMAS L. W. JOHNSON
Chairman
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT HONORED

A well attended dinner and reception was given in honor
of National Presidenti, Mrs. Bileen R. Coombs by the Maine
Department Auxiliary on November 14th in the Lafayettc
Town House in Portland, Maine.

National Officers attending included Natl. Vice Pres.
Marjorie Grate of Ohio; Natl. Secy. Caroline Riddell of
Penna., Council Members P.N.P. Florence Jansson of New
Jersey, Dorothy Newell of Mass., and Catherine Hilbert of
Penna. Also Natl. Counselor P. N. P, Mildred Webster of
Maine, and Natl. Personal Aide Susie Renell of Maine.

Seven Past National Presidents, three Past Commanders-
in-Chief, and three National Officers of the SUVCW were also
in attendance, as well as many Department Presidents and
Officers from Massachusetts, Rhode Island. New Hampshire.
Vermont, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio, and Maine
Mabel Taylor, Past Natl., Pres. of the Ladies of the G.A.R.
was also in the receiving line.

Natl. Pres.Coombs introduced the members of her family
and was presented with a lovely bouquet of yellow roses by
her nephew, M:chael Wade. The Maine Department Com-
mittee Chairman, Frances Warner presented sister Coombs
with a scrapbock, as well as $200.00 as a token of affection
from the Maine Oflicers, Auxiliaries and members,

Sister Coombs expressed appreciation to all who sent her
cards, ietters and phone calls during her recent illness.

MORE ABOUT FLORIDA

The week of August 23rd furnished us with hot but
enjoyable weather for our National Convention at the Hotel
Deauville in Miami Beach. The splendid reports given, the
fellowship and patriotic inspiration received, all made for
a worthwhile week.

The reports showed that each Officer and Committee
Chairman did all in their power to promote the welfare and
success of our Order. The repori of the Commander-in-Chief
proved to be outstanding. The dignity and prestige that re-
sulted from his administration will benefit our Order for
years 1o ccme.

The reports of the Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief and the
Jr. Viece Commander in-Chief proved the wisdom of their
election. Their help to the Commander-in-Chief was a
wonderful asset. The report of the Natl. Secy-Treas. again
was concise and comprehensive. We are indebted to him
tor his splendid services and his helpful suggestions through-
out the year to Officers and members.

The reports of the Natl. Patr. Instructor and the National
Chaplain merited the congratulations of the entire organiza-
tion. Ed Kramer performed an outstanding service in
guiding wie u.a.at. Memorial Fund to a most successful con-
clusiom “Ws Memorial Service conducted by Bob \\'_olz
was dignified and impressive. We are fortunz_lte in having
such r.we young men with enthusiasm and willingness to do
such a fine job. )

The reports of the National Historian, as well as t}:_nose ot
the Grave Registration Officer and the G.A.R. Highway
Officer were complete, concise and beneficial.

Outslanding reports were received and greatly appreciated
from Chairmen of ithe Legislation Commitiee, the Military
Affairs Committee, the Remembrance Day Committee and
the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony Committee.

REPORT OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER
NATIONAL MILITARY DEPARTMENT
SONS OF VETERANS RESERVE

To the OMicers and Delegates i
Sons of Union Vaterans of the C_nnl War
89th Annual National Encampment

Miami Beach, Florida

Greetings

The following report constitutes very briefly but most
imnortant, certain activity and progress of the “Show Piece”
of our order — The National Military Department, SONS OF
VETERANS RESERVE for the fiscal year 1 July 1969 to 30
June 1970, supplementing the report of the National Military
Affairs Committee of our Order.

Muster Rolls and membership strength reports show com-
missioned Officers and enlisted personnel — including three
companies of WAC/SVR totalling 390 members. Officers
commissioned in the S.V.R. must be fully qualified members
cf the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War in good
standing and must take an active part in Camp activities.
789%. of the enlisted members are members of Camps in good
standing. Prime purpcse of the SVR is to always help npro-
mote the Sons of Union Veterans.

The activity and program operations of the S.V.R. has in-
creased tremendously during the past year. Although enlist-
ment is voluntary, striet discipline and operations is strictly
regimentalized on the basis of a military organization. The
purpose of the S.V.R. is to assist the Sons of Union Veterans
in proper observance ¢f our Order in the regulation wearing
cf the bluc uniform symbolizing the Union Blue of the Civil
War cra and tine :raditions of the Grand Army of the
Republic. Oflicers assigned Lo the National Staff mainlain
quariermaster items and a steck of forms necessary for
acministration of SVR units — the Same as Camps and
Departments. Activity varies to lccal community cbhser-
vances such as February 12th, at Washington, D. C., April 15
al Liucoin Tomb at springfield, local Memorial Day services
[Flag Day. Independance Day, Department Encampments,
GAR Remembrancz Day, ete. Urwards in all parts of the
castern znd central United States. A special report of the
First S.V.R. Encampment will be made orally at this En-
campment,

It must be noted that the Reserve program is important
to the existence of at least 10 Camps in our order officially
and perhaps more. The Camp at Springtield, Ill, cf 22
members are now 809 uniformed. Philip Triem Camp No.
43 in Salem, Ohio, who has met consecutively for 318G weekly
meetings wichout missing a week, was down t3> 5 members
in 1963. Today this Camp is most active with 49 members
of which 35 are completely uniformed in the S.V.R. Regula-
tion uniforms. Other Camps in Pennsylvania, New York,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Wisconsin and Oregon are kept alive
due to the SVR program.

The NMD, S.V.R. is divided into 5 geographic Military
Districts. Commanders for each of these are as f[ollows:

First Military District — LTC David H. Pollard

Second Military District — LTC Theodre H. Dissinger

Third Military District — LTC E. Alan Nutt

Fourth Military District — Maj. E. A. von Frankenberg

Sixth Military District — LTC G. R. Butcher

The Sons need many showpieces today to help sell our
Organization. Likewise the Reserve needs the Sons for
support and recognition. Thousands of American Civil War
buffs including Civil War Roundtables, are interested in
the perpetualtion of our Heritage. Thousands of books have
been written on the Civil War. Thousands enjoy pageants
of living history.

The Reserve will never undermine any program of the
Sons. Rather they stand ready to accept any invitation rlor
participation in events. Your Commanding Officer stands
ready to serve the National Organization at all times. This
too is the obligation of every S.V.R. Member.

A copy of the financial standing of the S.V.R. for the
year ending June 30, 1970 accompanies this report.

C. S. SHRIVER

COLONEL, SVR

COMMANDING

» - - L
The second annual Sons of Veterans Reserve National
Encampment will be held June 12-13, 1971 at Ford Benij.
Harrison in Indianapolis, Ind. They will be the guests of the
Department of the Army who at the same time is cele-
brating the 65th anniversary of the founding of Ft. Beni.
Harrison. The SVR expects 500 men in uniform to par-
ticipate in a competitive drill, and competitive musket and
pistol shoot, to be followed by a military parade and military
ball. After church service on Sunday morning there will be
a reenactment of a Civil War battle. Ret. Col. Cleon Duncan,
the curator of the Post Museum is assisting with arrange-
ments,
x* L [} *®
Lt. Col. Harold Arnold will preside at a meeting of the

SVR National Military Affairs Committee to be held January
9 at the Hotel Commodore in New York City.
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The Department midterm meeting was hold Nov. 28 at the
Oak Park Arms Hotel, Oak Park, 11 Dept Comdr. Jullus

[. Weiss at (he SUVCW session and Dept Pres.
Gertrude the Aux. session. SUVCW approval was
Ll

moembers:

Haze! K. Bilors (A . 32).
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