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REMEMBRANCE DAY PROGRAM

John H. Stark. Past Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War, was the Master of Ceremonies
at the 19th Annual Remembrance Day Program held in the
Visitors Center Auditorium on the Gettysburg Battlefield on
November 22nd. Maj. Norman Bowen, SVR. Chaplain NMD
and Pastor of the Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Lindsey, Ohio,
gave the opening and closing prayers. Fifes and Drums made
up of musicians from a number of SVR units provided Civil War
music for the program.

Brief remarks were made and greetings extended by Clarence
1. Riddell. Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans
of the Civil War: Mrs. Caroline E. Riddell, National President.
Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War; Mrs.
Edra Gene Tighe, National President, Ladies of the Grand Army
of the Republic, Mrs. Joan Bennell, National President of the
Woman's Relief Corps. and Miss Helen J. Beckman, National
President of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War.

Heads of the Penn. Depts. of the Allied Orders were introduced.
Wm. L. Simpson, Dept. Commander, SUVCW: Mrs. Mary Jane
Simpson, Department President, Auxiliary to SUVCW: Mrs. Ruth
M. Mann, Department President, Daughters of Union Veterans
of the Civil War; and Mrs. Viola Crawford, Department Presi-
dent, Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic. Mrs. Mildrad
White, a Past President, was iniroduced as the representative of
Mrs. Mina Hankin. Department President of the Woman's Relief
Corps.

The main address was delivered by Brig. Gen. W. A. Morgan,
U.S.A.R., Retired. from Altoona. Gen. Morgan is a son of a
veleran who fought on the Union side in the Civil War and is a
charter member of Maj. Gen. H. J. Madill Camp No. 141 of
Sayre. Penna. He noted that the local battlefield “serves well as
a reminder of the sacrifices made here . . . Gettysburg,” he said,
“conslituted a turning point in the Civil War. The 845 monu-
ments here, the 415 field guns are a grim reminder of the vast
extent of the engagement.” Gen. Morgan went on to say,
“America, the cornerstone of democracy. stands today as in its
historic past, not as a masterpiece of organic government, but as
an instrument inspiring the highest ideals of citizenship.™

In making reference to Pennsylvania's significance in the history

of our Nation, with Gettyshurg, the turning point of the Civil War,
only 118 miles from Philadelphia, where the Nation was founded,
Gen. Morgan said. “Like those who fought here at Gettysburg,
the signers of the Declaration of Independence were from all
walks of life — holding that freedom was the priceless heritage
that inspired their courageous endeavors.”

Following the program in the Auditorium. the activities moved
to the Comrade Albert Woolson Monument. the Memorial to the
Grand Army of the Republic, in Ziegler's Grove. Comrade
Woolson was the last survivor of the Grand Army of the Re-
public. While the audience was gathering at the monument,
appropriate music was provided by the Fifes and Drums. The
Color Guard was “M" Company, Sons of Veterans Reserve of
Northampton, Penna., Capt. Clinton H. Simmons, Commanding.

Following the placement of wreaths at the Woolson Monument
by the National and State heads of the Allied Organizations or
their representatives (Upper left photo, page 1) the 21st Virginia-
Maryland Guards, ANV, CSA, Major John Bell, Commanding,
fired the Volley. Taps were sounded by MM3 Ivan E. Frantz,
Jr. (U.S. Navy).

The afternoon’s program was preceded by a parade of approxi-
mately 400 men in uniforms of the Civil War era — the Union
Blue and Confederate Gray — accompanied by a number of
women, some in hoop-skirted clothing of that era. The march-

G.A.R. MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED

The annual scholarship of $250 awarded by the Nationg
Organization of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil war
in memory of the Grand Army of the Republic was presented 1o
Carl E. Alexis (Center left photo, page 1 left) of Bethesda, Mary.
land, a senior and outstanding history sluden} at Gcllysburg
College, by Commander-in-Chief Clarence J. Riddell (center) 3¢
the 45th Annual Dedication Day Banquet held at the Gettys.
burg Holiday Inn on November 22nd, as Dr. Charles H. Glaifelier
(right). Professor of History at Gettysburg College, looks on,
Mr. Alexis plans to become a lawyer. 1In accepting the scholar-
ship, Mr. Alexis informed those present that he became interestey
in Civil War study in an effort to understand “how good men
cculd hold convictions so strong they were willing to die rather
than relinquish those ideals.” He added that “while I probably
will not long remember the dates or perhaps even the names of
some of the battlefields, I will always remember the great per-
<onal convictions of such men as Abraham Lincoln and Robert
E. Lee and the other great men who served with them."

Past Department Commander George W. Long (Pa.) was ihe
Banguet Toastmaster. The Banquet commemorated the dedica-
tion of the Gettysburg National Cemetery on November 19, 1863,
Ralph Peifer. President of the Past Commanders and Past Presi-
dents Association of South Central Pennsylvania, sponsors of 1he
dinner, gave the address of welcome. The Gettysburg Address
was recited in unison by all present. The audience also partici-
pated in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and the singing of
America. Miss Mary Seitz, Association Chaplain, gave the in-
vocation and benediction. National and Department heads of the
five Organizations allied with the G.A.R., or their representatives.
spoke briefly and extended greetings.

Also, during the evening's program the scrapbooks of Mrs.
Bessiec E. Kapp (“Bess Kapp") of Gettysburg, Past National
President of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a
dcdicated American and a student of Civil War history, were
presented to the Gettysburg National Park (United States National
Park Service) for preservation. Mrs. Kapp, who died approxi-
mately one year ago, was referred 1o by Mrs. Helen J. Beckman,
National President of the Daughiers of Union Veterans of the
Civil War (Lower left photo, page | — second from left), who
made the presentation, assisted by Carl Baum (far lefl) of the
Gettysburg Times, as a person of great literary talents and ability
1o write beautiful prose and pageants based on patriotic themes
and a great collector of Civil War memorabilia. John A. Earnest,
Superintendent of the Gettysburg National Park (center) accepted
the books.

In addition, Brig. Gen. Chester S. Shriver, SVR, (Lower left
pholo, page 1 — second from right) presented three pictures,
one of Abraham Lincoln; one of Gen. George Meade; and one of
Gen. Robeit E. Lee — gifts from Henry M. Scharf, former man-
ager of Hotel Gettysburg — to Getiysburg Camp No. 112
(SUVCW). Dr. Joseph H. Reiley, Camp Commander, (far
right) accepted the gifts.

.The Emmitsburg Community Chorus sang a number of selec-
tions during the dinner progran.

IN MEMORIAM
EDITH B. NILE
National President 1944-45
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CUSHING'S DARING
EXPLOIT

by
GEORGE L. CASHMAN
Past Commander-in-Chief

and

Former Curator, Lincoln’s Tomb

At the time when Admiral David Dixon Porter was fitting out
a naval fleet which he was 10 command in the proposed assault
on Fort Fisher, Cape Fear River, North Carolina, in the Fall of
1864, the Navy Department was greatly concerned over the
depredations of the Confederate ram “Albemarle.”

Porter, apprised of the department’s concern, suggested a plan
to blow up the ram by use of steam launches fitted with torpzdoes.
His plan was approved, and in July, the redoubtable William
Parker Cushing was sent 10 Washington to discuss the possible
capture or destruction of the ironclad. The Navy Department
sent Cushing to New York to arrange for the procurement of two
specially-designed steam launches. These to be fitted with a four-
teen-foot boom, on the end of which would be fastened a torpedo,
and mounting a twelve pound howitzer in the bow.

Cushing left the New York Navy Yard about the middle of
Oclober bound for Hampton Roads. One of the two launches
ran aground in Chesepeake Bay, and was captured by the Con-
federates. The other boat, badly battered, with Cushing aboard,
escaped and arrived at its destination on October 24, delayed
somewhat by a severe storm.

While the launch was being made shipshape once more, Admiral
Porter received orders to prefer charges against Cushing for an
alleged violation of some neutral rights while in command of a
vessel. Porter made a brief investigation of the incident and
reported the young officer free from blame. Cushing was jubil?nt
at having so fortunately slipped out of a possible courl-marglal.
At the designated time, Cushing started on his probable suicidal
mission. Passing through the Dismal Swamp Canal, he reached
the Roanoke River on October 27, and reported to Captain Ma-
comb on the flagship “Shamrock.”

In his report, Cushing said that he had called his seven man
crew together, and for the first time, revegled to them their
objective, and told them that they were at liberty to go or not
as they pleased. All seven men volunteered.

The night was dark and the weather foul. Cushing accompanied
by fourteen men, additional men having been requuled from the
“Shamrock” whose duty. as Cushing described it, was to dash
aboard the U.S.S. Southfield, which had been sunk by the Con-
federates in the Roanoke River about a mile below the “Albe-
marle's” berth. They were to prevent a signal rocket from
being ignited. Cushing’s good fortune held and he pas§ed within
twenty feet of the “Southfield” without being challenged.

Cushing had hoped to board the “Albemarle™ and “take her

alive”, but as he was moving close to the ram, an alert picket
saw the outline of the launch and challenged. Hearing no reply,
a heavy fire was opened on the b_oal. not only from the ram but
from the troops ashore. A large fire was now lighted on the river
bank which cast a glow upon the water, and Cushing discovered
that the ram was protected by an intricate log boom along its
waterline. Backing off, Cushing ordered full steam ahead and
as the boat struck the boom was forced under water Cushing

The faunch crew, some wounded, were picked up by the Con-
federates and taken prisoner. Cushing had been wounded in the
wrist, but he escaped by drifting down the river in icy cold water
until his strength nearly gave out. He tried to save John Woad-
man. a member of the crew, who was struggling in the water and
crying for help, but his waning strength gave out and Woodman
slipped under and drowned.

Cushing finally managed to reach the river bank where he
dragged himself half way out of the water, He lay there unti!
morning, completely exhausted. Finding himself near a dense
swamp he crawled into the reeds, and hid there until dusk. His
strength partially restored, Cushing began walking down stream
on the river bank. In a short time he discovered a small skiff
moored to the bank. Crawling into the boat he began paddling
down river. Reaching Albemarle Sound, about eight miles
below, he was sighted and picked up by the U.S.S. Valley City.

On October 30, Cushing reported to Admiral Porter saying.
“I have the honor to report that the Rebel ironclad “Albemarle”
is at the bottom of the Roanoke River.”

With Cushing's report, Admiral Porter was elated. He said,
“Lieutenant Cushing has displayed a heroic enterprise seldom
equalled and never excelled . . . He has shown an absolute
disregard of death or danger, and will no doubt be suitably re-
warded by the Government, which reward he well deserves.”
The admiral's fervor was well-founded, for the destruction of
the “Albemarie™ paved the way for the capture of Plymouth and
gave firm control 1o the Union of the entire Roanoke River area.

Cushing and Seaman Houghton were the only members of
the fourteen-man crew to escape imprisonment or death. Con-
gress commended Cushing for his bravery and enterprise, and
promoted him to the rank of Lieutenant Commander. Edward
Houghton was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.

CENTRAL REGION CONFERENCE HELD

I Ny ~

Delegates who attended the Central Region Conference at Rich-
mond, Indiana, on October t!-12, participated in a workshop
entitled, “Using Genealogy to Trace Your Civil War Ancestor.”
Leading the interesting and informative discussion was Bonnie
Abel who distributed a packet of materials collected from state
archival offices.

At the banquel on Saturday evening, Allen Paul, secretary-
treasurer of Wm. Benton Camp, Richmond, spoke on ways to
improve the image and success of our Order.

A roundtable discussion of problems and concerns of general
interest to the Departments represented highlighted the Sunday
morning session. Officers elected for 1975-76 are as follows:
Louise Hernke, commander; Donald Kelly, senior vice com-
mander; Betty King, junior vice commander; Argus Ogburn,
secretary; Ellinore K. Johnson, treasurer; Ramona Greenwalt,
patriotic instructor; Grover R. Huff, chaplain; and Bonnie Abel,
guide.

Departments with delegates in attendance were Illinois, Indiana,
Ohio, and Wisconsin. It was agreed by everyone in attendance
that the members of Wm. Benton Camp had done a fine job
in hosting this year’s Conference. lllinois extended an invitation

ing units included both Sons of Veterans Reserves in Union uni-
form and members of the Army of Northern Virginia in Con-
federate uniform.

Prior to the parade, at a meeting of the Sons of Veterans
Reserve units, Brig. Gen. Chester S. Shriver of Gettysburg was
unanimously reelected as Commanding Officer of the SVR for
another term of five years. Gen. Shriver is also a Past Com-
mander-in-Chief and Past National Secretary-Treasurer of the

Sons of Vlnlon Vetersns of the Civ /
e Civil War and a member of

to host the 1976 Conference which will be devoted 10 a discussion
of Bicentennial plans and activities.

Pictured in photo above are 1. to r.: Donald L. Kelly, retiring
Indiana Department Secretary-Treasurer; Wayne C. Klusman,
newly-elected Indiana Department Secretary-Treasurer; Argus
E. Ogborn, Indiana Past Department Secretary-Treasurer and
Past Department Commander; George L. Cashman, Past Com-
mander-in-Chief; Daniel Boyer, member of host Camp No. 28.
(Picture is courtesy of Palladium-Item, Richmond, Ind)

It is with sadness that we record the death of
Sister Nile. For countless years she has worked
in the interest of our Organizations and she will
be missed by all.

lowered the torpedo boom and struck the “Albemarle™ a1 the
waterline, and a tremendous explosion ensued. A huge column
of water rose high in the air lifting the ram several feet. She
settled back in a sinking condition, having received a mortal
wound. The little launch was swamppd by the falling water, but
drifted down stream with her crew still aboard, except for Cush-
men, who were struggling in the water attempt-
d the light of the fire on shore, and beyond the

Sincere sympathy is extended to her family, the
Alliance Auxiliary, the Department of Ohio and
the National Organization.
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