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GRANT CENTENNIAL

It was in 1869 that Ulysses S. Grant was inaugurated
as the 1Sth President of the United States. This man who
was responsible for saving the Union has been unjustly
maligned by many historians for his eight years in the \\‘}llle
House. These vears were characterized by bitter partisan
politics and corruption on the part of many trusted aides,
particularly James Fisk and Jay Gould. i

In an efiort 1o correct many false impressions of his
Grandfaiher's administration, Gen. U. S. Grant 3rd worked
for years and finally completed his definitive biography en-
titled ULYSSES S. GRANT. WARRIOR AND STATESMAN.
but regrettably did not live to see it published. It is tenta-
tively scheduled for publication on February 21, 1969 by
William Alorrow & Co., 125 Park Ave., South, New York,
N. Y. 10016.

The picture used on our cover was furnished by Smithso-
nian Institution Assistant Curator Mrs. Margaret Klapthor,
at the request of Stewart Gelders, a member of Lincoln-
Cushing Camp of Washington. ). C. This Cogswell portrait
was presented to the Smithsonian by Mrs. Grant in the hope
that. in time to come, all Americans could see her husband
as she saw him.

SMITHSONiAN—TO HONOR SEVEN UNION
VETERANS IN “HAIL TO THE CHIEF”

Seven Union Veterans, six of them members of the Grand
Army of the Republie, parent organization to the Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War, will be honored in a spec-
tacular “Hail to the Chief” exhibition at the Smithsonian
Institution. Washingion., D, C., January through Aarch, 1969.

The exhibition will be in the new Museum of History and
Technology on Constitution Avenue, and will be an impor-

1ant sidelight to the inauguration of Richard M. Nixon as the
37th President of the United States.

The six G.A.R. members are Presidents Granl, Hayes, Gar-
field, Arthur, Benj. Harrison and McKinley., The seventh,
assassinated before the G.A.R came into being is Lincoln,
Commander-in-Chief of all Union forces in the Civil War.

Special emphasis will be given President Grant because it
will be the centennial or his first inaugural as President.
However, the original of our cover picture will remain in it's
traditional place in the First Ladies Hall in the same building
with “Hail 1o 1the Chief.” This Cogswell portrait belongs
with Mrs. Grant in the First Ladies Hall. according to the
organizer of “Hail io the Chief,” Assistant Curator. of the
Smithsonian’s Division of Political History at the Museum,
Mrs. Margaret Klapthor.

When you go to the Smithsonian to see “Hai! to the Chief,"”
you simply must find the First Ladies IHall and see this issue’s
cover portrait in full color. When Mrs. Grant first saw the

completed portrait. she exclaimed, “Oh, Mr. Cogswell, you have
seen in General Grant something 1 didn't know anyone else
but me could possibly see. you have painted the man 1 love."”

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION

Commander-in-Chief Heacock is shown presenting our annual
scholarship check to Michael Hobor, a Junior at Gettysburg
College. ILooking on is Professor Bruce W. Bugbee, head of
the American History Departinent at the College. The pres-
entation took place at the Past Presidents and Past Com-
manders dinner in Holiday Inn, Gettysburg, November 16.

GRANT THE PEACEMAKER

Notes for a book by Stewarl Gelders,
Historian of Lincoln-Cushing Camp, Sons
of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and
former Georgia newspaperman.

Stewart Gelders

Two Generals U. S. Grant each won a race with death to
complete a book.

The first willed himsell to stay alive against the agony of
cancer to complete his “Personal Memoirs.”

His grandson, General U. S. Grant 3d, willed himself to
stay alive against all the ills a man can have who lives into
his 89th year. IHe completed his definitive biography of his
grandfather; then died.

Morrow and Co., of New York. is bringing out the biogra-
phy in February 1969 as the first important event of the ob-
servance of the first centennial of the first inaugural of
General U. S. Grant as the 18th President of the United
States. The centennial will be March 4, 1969.

Morrow and Co. recently published a biography of Margaret
Mitchell of Atlanta who wrote the book, “Gone With the
Wind,” which broke the all-time bestseller record for a Civil
War book which had been held for 50 years by President
Grant's “Memoirs.”

General Grant 3d gave many things to many people through-
out his long life, including leadership that established the
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War as a worthy successor
to the Grand Army of the Republic.

One precions thing he gave me is Lhe title for a2 book. This
piece is selected from my notes. The title he gave me was
“Grant, the Peacemaker.” He assured me, too, that he would
put into his own book a proper frame of reference for the
Treaty of Washington, which was his grandfather's greatest
contribution to world peace.

That treaty ended the “'Century of Hostility” between Bri-
tain and America that began with the Boston Tea Party and
Boston Massacre two hundred vears ago.

It ushered in the “Century of Amity” between the two great
English-speaking powers which has seen them sianding
woulder to shoulder in the cause of liberty through two World

ars.

Unless they can continue to stand togeiher for yel another
century, it is doubtful if the lamp of liberty will be still alight
in the world in that treaty’s bicentennial year of 2071.

General Grant 3d had given me one important theme for my
book when he presented the Civil War Round Table gold medal
to the great Southern historian, Dr. Douglas Southall Free-
man, 15 years ago, a few weeks before Dr. Freeman died. In
his presentation, General Grant said that Dr. Freeman “has
made clear the great victory of the Civil War was an American
victory, not sectional; but one that made it possible for our
sons and grandsons to fight together for the cause of these
United States in two great wars.”

My sense of grief at the passing of General Grant 3d is
assuaged a little by the beautiful way he chose to die. When
he had completed the work on his bock in Washington, he
flew to the place were he had known his highest happiness,
the honeymoon house Senator and Secreiary of State Elihu
Root had built for his lovely daughter and her gallant bride-
groom on College Hill, in Clinton, N. Y.

His manner of dying seems perfectly to exemplify the last
lines written by the soldier-poet George Gordon, Lord Byron,
facing up to his own imminent death.

Lord Byron wrote this in closing his last poem:

“Seek out less often sought than found —
A soldier’s grave, for thee the best,

Then look around, and choose thy ground,
And take thy rest.”

There is wondertul poetic justice, too, in the fact that Presi-
dent Grant’s Treaty of Washington, May 1871, set in motion
the chain of events which led iu 1912 to the award of the
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REMEMBRANC

November 16 weather while inclement was better than last
year, and this year the 11th Annual Remembrance Day cere-
mony was held outdoors at the Albert Woolson monument in
Ziegler's Grove on the Gettyshurg Battlefield, sponsored by
our National Organization and by Camp 112, Wreaths were
placed by all five Allied Orders by their National and Depart-
ment Presidents as follows: SUVCW Frank Heacock Sr. and
Charles Thompson: AUX SUVCW MNrs. Irene Murphy and Mrs.
Martha Dawson; W.R.C. Mrs. Hazel C. Willard and Alrs.
Madeline Hofiman; Ladies G.A.R. Mrs. Erma Landis and Mrs.
Elizebeth Seinerth: DUVC\W Mrs. Dorothea Meyers and Mrs.
Marian Swisher.

Members of the SVR Reserve paraded to the Battlefield,
with units from Pennsylvania, Vermont, New Hampshire, Ohio,
New Jersey and the Gettysburg Senior High School Band.

Pasi Commander-in-Chief Lambert presided with Colonel
William A. Campbell, U. S. A. as the principal speaker. Col.
Campbell is professor of Military Science, ROTC at Gettys-
burg College. Rev. B. lidward Keyser of Getiysburg gave
the opening and closing prayers. The rifle salute was fired
in Civil War fashion by the 11th Battery, 1st Cavalry SUV

E DAY AT GETTYSBURG

I'rom New Hampshire and Vermont under command of Major
Morris. Tans were sounded hy Pvi. Ivan E. Frantz Jr. SVR.

Among National Officers and Past Presiding Officers present
were i'red Combs Jr, Norman R. Furman, Chester Shriver,
C. Leroy Stoudt. John C. Yocum, Thomas Chadwick, Frances
H. Winter. Agnes Davis, Anne O. Clayton, Kathleen Runkle,
Anna Stoudt, and Edna S. Lambert.

In the evening the 28th Annual Banquet of the Past Com-
manders and Past Presidents Association was held at the
Holiday Inn with Jehn C. Yocum presiding and General \W. A,
Morgan, U. S. A. Ret. as the principal speaker. General Mor-
gan had a distinguished military career including service in
the U.S. Navy as well as the U. S. Army. His wife, who was
present holds the rank of Li. Commander, Ret'd, U. S. N,
having served under Admiral Bull Halsey.

An innovation this year was a Religious Service under
direction of the National Military Department S.V.R. at the
G.A.R. Home at 8 a.m. on November 17, presided over by Col.
C. Leroy Stoudt, SVR. The sermon was given by Dr. W, E.
Tilberg, Dean Emeritus of Gettyshurg College.

GRANT . . .

(Continued tfrom Page Two)
Nobel Peace Prize to Senator Root. There was no Nobel
Prize in existence when General Grant 3d's grandfather
earned il: but 41 years later it went to his father-in-law.
Many historians think that the Grant Treaty of Washington
postponed World War 1 for 43 years; Senaior Root helped
to defer it for the last few of those 43 years.

Skimming through my noles on “Grant the Peacemaker,”
these other higlights seem to demand mention:

At Appomattox oun April 9, 1865, Lee surrendered to Grant
on terms that would permit proud men to come back with
heads high into full citizenship in the Union.

Those terms of surrender should have ended the war. They
were wholly General Grant's own idea for making peace, with
one suggestion from General Lee. The decision to surrender
came so suddenly, there was no time to consult Washington,
although President Lincoln gave his full support to the terms
in every detail as soon as they could be delivered to him. Dr.
Thomas M. Pitkin gives details in ‘‘Appomattox” on pages
75-80 of his fine little book on “Grant, the Soldier.”

But a few days later a grief-crazed Southerner shot Lincoln.
Equally grief-crazed Northern civilan radicals proposed to
wreak vengeance againsi the entire South for that one man's
crime. a Lidice in macrocosm. A Federal grand jury indicied
General Lee for treason, along with other Confederate leaders.
Lee appealed to Grant for proiection under the terms of his
parole. Grant knew — and President Johnson knew that
the indictment of Lee started angry horsemen thundering all
across the South to rally thir Confederate comrades (o rescue
Lee should he be jailed — and Lo start the Civil War all over
again as a guerrilla war. That was a type of warfare Con-
federates learned from their grandfathers who served under
General Marion, the Swamp Fox, against the British in the
Carolinas.

In that deadly crisis, General Grant proved agam that One
man with courage is a majority.”” He stood up against Presi-
dent Johnson, and a majority of Congress. General Grant told
President Johnson “These men can never be tried unless they
violate their paroles. I will keep my word; I will not stay in
the army if they break the pledges I have made.”

Johnson and the radicals knew that if Grant resigned, his

generals would follow suit and they would be left to put down
a new rebellion withoui experienced military leaders. Dr.
Pitkin gives more deiail under the heading, “The Pledged
Word of U. 8. Grant,” pages 81-82 of his book.

But the “Spirit of Appomattox” had been destroyed.
Thousands of Confederate veterans banded together under the
name of Ku-Klux Klan to be prepared for eventualities.

Grant knew the top leadership of the Klan, able generals
who had won his respect on many a battlefield. He knew that
the Klan was a sword of Damocles hanging over the Union.

In Qctober 1871, President Grant issued a proclamation
calling upon Ku Klux Klan to disband. The Klan leadership
held President Grant in such respect, and so trusted his
pledged word, that they supported the proclamation. The
Klan, as a threat to peace and Union, was ended.

Renagades, scalawags and common criminais who had used
the Klan mask and name for their own purposes were quickly
put out of business by the old Klan leaders — acting not as
Klansmen, but as sheriffs and judges and mayors and gover-
nors, positions they held — not as Klansmen, but as loyal
Americans.

So the Civil War really ended in October 1871, six years
and six months after Appomattox.

Those are scme of his contributions to peace that will
justify the title of my book, “Grant, the Peacemaker.”

THE PUEBLO

From that unfortunate day last January, when the U. S.
intelligence gathering vessel, Pueblo fell into the hands of
the North Koreans, our primary objective has been to get the
men back safely.

When the release came on Dec. 22 it was on the basis of
an apology which our representative labeled false and was
signed to “frec the crew and only to free the crew.”

The whole business has been a trying one for the United
States. But we have come through it without opening up
a new front or starting a global conflict. It could have been
much worse.
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