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Not everyone was allowed to serve

strapping lad next to him, about to be examined in the
office asked Ezra if he would be interested in £0ing in his
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Sometime in the early Autumn of 1864, the “official
letter arrived at the small impoverished farmhouse of
Philip Sain in Fairfield County. Ohio.

It was addressed to the eldest son of the family, Ezra,
who had been entrusted with the care of the family farm
while he, Philip. went off to serve his country in the Ohio
Infantry.

Opening the letter. Ezra was amazed, elated. and
delighted. The letter stated: "By order of George R. Roby,
Provost Marshal of the Twelfth Ohio Districl at
Circleville. you will appear in Circleville, September 24,
1864 for induction into the Federal Army, or be deemed a
deserter. and subject to the penalty prescribed therefore by
the rules and articles of war.”

It was not out of fear of the penalty that led Ezra to
appear before the examiners, and enlist if possible, for he
wanted to get into the United States service in the worst
way “to see the country. if nothing else.”

His friends and neighbors laughed at his paying any
attention to the papers, urging that there must have been
some mistake. Indeed, there was, for his name had been
incorrectly copied from the poll books. The Federal
Government had just issued a draft notice to the smallest
man ever drafted into military service.

Ezra Sein had been born on Thanksgiving Day, 1834,
the first of a set of twins. His sister Mary matched him in
height. and the Sein twins were known throughout the
area (in an era when P.T. Barnum was “hawking” Gen.
Tom Thumb,) as the Circleville dwarfs.

Nonetheless. Ezra Sain. mustered all the massive streneth
of his 76 pound. 3 foot six inch tall body, and proceedec;j
to make plans to travel the fifty-two miles to Circleville.
Ohio.

Thus, at the age of 30, Ezra embarked on the arduous
trip to Circleville. knowing that there were two options:
that of traveling by canal boat to Lancaster, Ohio, and then
riding by train to Circleville. The second option, and the
one selected due to his inability to pay for the required
tickets was 1o ride his 11 month old pony the fifty-two
miles to his point of “swearing into the army.” On the
way, Ezra set numerous traps along the banks of streams
and creeks to harvest muskrats for fur.

Up(_)n arrival at Circleville, he navigated the long flight
of stairs up to the induction office for his physical, no
small task considering that he had been on crutches since
the age of three.

Opeqing the recruiters office door, he announced that he
had arrived: “to get my blue suit and bacon with the rest
of the boys.” Unfortunately, the men in the front of the
offices burst out in laughter. This only hardened Ezra’s
resolve. He demanded (0 see a physician and recejve
physical, which was begrudgingly rendered. One bjo

o

place as a substitute. More laughter. After a half hoy, the
examining physician told Ezra that he was disqualifieg for
service due to “disabilities.”

Now, he had to make the long trip home riding his pony,
and collecting his pelts along the way. He later stated: “]
had quite an experience fording one of the streams that hag
become swollen, but I finally got home and on the way
picked up a lot of pelts and skins that netted me fifieen
dollars.”

Upon the conclusion of the war, Ezra and his sister
Mary moved north to Toledo, Ohio. He and his sister
became familiar and loved figures in East Toledo. For
many years Ezra drove his goat cart around the town,
holding the only permit ever issued by the City of Toledo
to drive a Goat Cart on city sidewalks.

He earned his living for the next 44 years operating a
newsstand at the old Pennsylvania railroad station on Main
Street. Here he sold papers, candy, as well as school
supplies.

Neither Ezra nor his sister Mary ever married, and the
couple lived together in a tiny house built to scale, and
erected by the nearby Methodist Church. A small barn to
house his goat was attached to the house. As Lincoln said:
“The better angel of our nature is often displayed towards
those most deserving.”

Ezra died in 1908, at the age of 74, and up until his last
years was engaged in labor to earn a living, that occupa-
tion being traveling about the streets of East Toledo with
his goat cart and buckets of white paint, whitewashing
trees.

His twin sister Mary, died at the age of 81.

_They were ever together in life, and now rest side by
side in Willow Cemetery, Oregon, Ohio.

SUVCW donates to 9-11
Disaster Relief Fund

The SUVCW Council of Administration voted to
donate a total of five thousand dollars to help the victims
of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the United
Sl_ates. A donation of $2500 was made to the New York
City Police and Fire Fighters Relief Fund and $2500 was
dO{lated to the Salvation Army to help with relief efforts.
This follows a tradition started when the SUVCW made
a donation to the victims of the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing.

LeoF. Kennedy, senior vice commander of the Depart-
ment of Rhode Island, and a firefighter, spent 15 days in
.“Jew York City assisting with disaster relief. The
SUVCW wishes 1o recognize this effort on behalf of
Brother Kennedy,.

General Orders No. 2
1. A request has been received from Clark McCullough,
Commander, Department of New Jersey to revoke the
charter of the Vredenburg Camp #6.
2. Pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution Article
VI, Formation and Disbandment, Section 2. “The Com-
mander-in-Chief upon recommendation of the Depart-
ment Commander shall have the power to revoke the
charter of any camp which does not conform to the
Constitution and Regulations of the Order,” the charter of
Vredenburg Camp #6, Department of New Jersey, is
hereby revoked effective immediately.
3. All past and present camp officers of above said camp
are to turn over Lo the Department of New Jersey any and
all properties of said camp including but not limited to the
camp charter and all funds, bank accounts and holdings
belonging to aforementioned camp.
4. All Brothers of the aforementioned camp are to be
notified of this revocation and transfer forms are to be
sent with the notice.

General Orders No. 3
1. A request has been received from Clark McCullough,
Commander, Departmentof New Jersey to revoke the
charter of the Edward Fowler Camp #14.
2. Pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution Article
VI, Formation and Disbandment, Section 2. “The Com-
mander-in-Chief upon recommendation of the Depart-
ment Commander shall have the power to revoke the
charter of any camp which does not conform to the
Constitution and Regulations of the Order,” the charter of
Edward Fowler Camp #14, Department of New Jersey, is
hereby revoked effective immediately.
3. All past and present camp officers of above said camp
are to turn over to the Department of New Jersey any and
all properties of said camp including but not limited to the
camp charter and all funds, bank accounts and holdings
belonging to aforementioned camp.
4. All Brothers of the aforementioned camp are to be
notified of this revocation and transfer forms are to be

sent with the notice.

General Orders No. 4
On behalf of the National Organization of the Sons of the
Union Veterans of the Civil War I want to offer the condo-
lences of our membership to the victims and to the fami-
lies of the victims involved and to express the outrage of
all the members of our Order to the attack today on the

World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in
Washington, DC. At this time we must come together as
an Order and a Nation. I hereby urge all Brothers to:

1. Fly the flag of our Country as a sign of solidarity with
the innocent victims.

2. Attend the church of their choice and offer their own
prayers for those involved in this terrible tragedy.

3. Those Brothers who are able to please donate blood.

[ hereby order that all Camp and Department Charters be
draped and all members are to drape their membership
badge for the next 30 days in memory

of the victims and their families.

General Orders No. 5
1. On behalf of the National Order may each and every
Brother and Sister in all of the Allied Orders and their
families have a happy and safe Holiday Season. May the
year 2002 be prosperous. productive and fraternal through-
out the Organization.
2. The 45th Annual Remembrance Day activities were
held at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania on 17 November 2001.
The parade returned to its old format with all Union troops
marching together followed by all of the Confederate
troops. The Combined Service at the High Water Mark
was followed by the annual SVR ceremony at the Woolson
Memorial and both ceremonies were well attended. A
special thank you and congratulations are extended to the
Remembrance Day Committee for another job well done.
Thank you to the Gettysburg merchants for once again
covering the cost of the parade permit.
3. The G.A.R. Memorial Scholarship Applications can be
obtained by computer from our web site (http://
suvcew.org). Completed forms are to be sent to this office.
All applications received will be forwarded to the Scholar-
ship Committee. Please keep in mind that we award two
$1000 scholarships each year.
4. Brother Don Denison has resigned his position as
National Camp and Department Organizer. I want to thank
him for his service to our Order.
5. 1am pleased to announce the appointment of PDC Gary
Gibson as the new National Camp and Department
Organizer. Brother Gary has served our Order in many
capacities in the past, including as a member of the
Council of Administration.
6. Departments desiring the attendance of the
Commandery-in-Chief at their encampment or a special
event are encouraged to submit invitations as soon

(Please turn to Page 6)
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