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The Membership-at-Large Program is under way with the
acceptance of one member and several others who are being
processed at the present time. An up-to-date list of members-at-
large will be published in the next issue of THE BANNER.

Anyone desiring to participate in any of these programs is
asked to refer to the last issue of THE BANNER for more complete
information or to contact: P.N.P. Marion E. Combs, Coordinator,
P.O. Box 6193, Lawrenceville, N.J. 08648.

HONORROLL
LIVING SONS OF UNION VETERANS

We are pleased and honored to add the following names to our
Honor Roll of individuals who are living sons of a veteran of the
Union Forces during the American Civil War.

Frank J. Donahue, Massachusetts
(Bay State Camp No. 61, Mass Dept, SUVCW)
Son of Michael Donahue, Union Veteran

John Hawes, Kansas City, Mo.
{Curtis-Warner Camp 64, SUVCW)
Son of Charles W. Hawes, Union Veteran

Donald C. Cole, Middleton, Pa.
(SUVCW affiliation unknown)
Son of John H. Cole, Union Veteran

This listing brings to 59 the total Living Sons added to this
Honor Roll since the inception of the project with the July 1977
issue of The Banner. We have been notified of only one subsequent
death. To these many men whose fathers served their nation during
the Civil War in the Union Forces and who therefore have had the
privilege of knowing and speaking with veterans of the Grand Army
and of hearing first hand their stories we are pleased to pay honor
and respect. Persons qualifying for this Honor Roll or who may
know of someone who is qualified are urged to contact the Editor of
The Banner, Albert W. Lambert, P. O. Box 673, Naperville, 1L
60540. Please advise the name and address of the person to be
listed, his SUVCW affiliation, if any, and the name and unit of his
Father who served in the Union Forces during the American Civil
War.

THE MONITOR SPEAKS
by: Maria Templeton

All studded through with cannon,
The Merrimac loomed fierce:
Quickly, then, my own guns spoke
In hopes her hull to pierce.

I am the Monitor

Who fought the Merrimac;

1 saved the Union blockade
And turned the Rebels back.

Merrimac returned the fire:
Her volleys at me flew;

The iron balls rang right off me,
For I was ironclad too.

John Ericsson conceived me;

1 was ironclad and unique.

The Naval board disdained me;
They deemed my future bleak.

‘We fought hard for four long hours;
Our guns rang back and forth;

She fought for the Southern cause,
And 1 fought for the North.

**The cheesebox on araft™:

1 was scoffed at with that name:
1 bore it ever after,

Even when 1'd won my fame.

My ironclad foe wrought havoc: At last my cannon pierced her
The Union need was dire; and tore a jagged rent;

The Cumberland was rammed and sunk:  She turned now and retreated;
The Congress was on fire. For Norfolk she wag bent.

1 was summoned into action
With the newly dawning sun,
Whose rays gave me an omen,
Glinting off my turret gun.

And as our battle ended
With a final cannon burst,

Our fight had been the first.
Merrimac attacked again
To crush her grounded prey:
“Save the Minnesota!"’
Was my order for the day.

A novel page in history

Was written and engraved,

And there at Hampton Roads
The North's blockade was saved.
My turret was revolving:

1 had my foe in sight:

She who'd ravaged wooden ships
And Union hopes last night.

For one more year ] roamed the seas
and kept the South at bay,

and then I met my destiny

One dark December day.

We paved the way for ironclad ships;

WOMEN AT WAR

One thing we, as students of the American Civil War, have
learned to take for granted is the manner in which that great and
tragic conflict set so many of the trends in modern warfare. It has
been called in numerous history books ‘'the last war between
gentlemen and “'the first modern war”. In numerous matters we
have studied from the use of railroads to effect rapid troop
movements to the introduction of ironclad ships of war, we are told
that the American Civi! War introduced innovations which were to
become a standard part of modern warfare. There is yet another
little known fact about the Civil War which may have foretold
things to come. In an era when the role of women in war was to be
nursing and rear-line support activities, at least two females served
with great distinction and bravery.

Consider, if you will, the case of Dr. Mary Walker winner of The
Medal Of Honor. This brave woman, whose sex was no secret at the
time of her service, was a surgeon during the Civil War. She
repeatedly crossed back and forth over the enemy lines, frequently
administering to Confederate as well as Union wounded. On one
such venture behind enemy lines she was captured and remained a
prisoner of war for four months. She was honored by President
Andrew Johnson on November 11, 1865 with the Medal of Honor.
Later, in 1916 a military review board recommended that her medal,
along with those of 911 other servicemen, be revoked because of the
lack of any single act of heroism. She was reported to have told
Federal Marshals who came to claim the Medal that they could have
it “over my dead body’’. An activist who was known for militancy in
feminist causes, Dr. Walker dies at the age of 87 penniless and
alone. Much later another review board, at the request of Anne
Walker, an author and distant relative, ruled that the revoking of
the award had been in error and restored the Medal of Dr. Mary
Walker for ‘'meritorious and professional service” during the
American Civil War.

Or consider the case of Jennie Hodges, the lone woman among
the thirty-six thousand Illinois men who have their names inscribed
on bronze plaques in the Illinois Memorial Temple at the National
Military Park at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Jennie served a three year
hitch in the Union Army during the Civil War as a man. In fact, she
not only fooled her army buddies for three years, she also
hoodwinked everyone else for almost half a century before her true
sex and identity were discovered by accident — an automobile
accident in 1910!

She enlisted under the name of Albert D.J. Cashier on August
6, 1862 at Belvedere, Illinois. Born in Ireland, she was a penniless
immigrant who came to America as a stowaway. She was 19 years
of age and may have taken her alias from the fact that $302 in bonus
was being paid at the time and a common term for these enlistments
was to be ‘cashiered into the army".

As a private in Co. G, 95th Infantry, she trained at Camp Fuller
in Rockwood, Illinois and was destined to travel almost 10,000 miles
during the Civil War. She saw action in 40 battles and skirmishes,
starting with her first campaign — Grant's thrust toward
Vicksburg. Although only five feet three inches tall and about 110
pounds, she bore tough training without a complaint and the more
husky troopers were known to have considered “little Albert" to be
scrappy if somewhat of a loner.

The label of loner continued all her life. Friends would note that
Albert never went swimming and always wore a neckerchief (to hide
the absence of an Adam’s apple?). Jennie died on October 10, 1915
and was buried with full military honors at Sunny Slope Cemetery
where her tombstone memorializes her as Pvt. Albert D. J. Cashier
of the 95th Illinois. The memorial at the battlefield at Vicksburg

I went down in a roiling gale

Into the storm tossed sea,

But my mission was accomplished;
Now others followed me.

Now after endless searching,
You've found me where I lie.

Again I can inspire you

If you'll remember me;

I helped preserve the Union
With my ironclad victory!

One hundred and twelve years
Have come and passed me by;
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where she fought with her unit memorializes her the same w
was “an Illinois girl who did a man's job"". @fgjshe

We don’t know if the precidents set by Dr. Mary and by Jennie
will influence the current disputes raging over the potential
compulsory military service for American women. But we do know
that they, like countless other brave women over our history, have
already rendered their final decisions on the matter. The American
Civil War was not, in fact, solely a war between gentlemen. Perhaps
this is one more evidence that it was, more accurate, the first
modern war.

Department
News

COLORADO & WYOMING

Congratulations to Colorado Camp #5. At their Jan. 14, 1979
meeting they enrolled five new members bringing the total for this
small but active Camp to twenty-five. That’s a 25% increase. We all
wish this Camp and its new members well.

CONNECTICUT

Department Commander Lester Rundlette and Department
President Catherine Stocking led a delegation of Department
Officers in attending a February 24, 1979 celebration honoring
Washington’s and Lincoln's birthdays. The event was held in the
Rockville G.A.R. Hall. A buffet supper was served by Auxiliary #5
and was followed by a most enjoyable evening. The celebration was
highlighted by a talk of ““Americana’’ by Camp Commander Arthur
Lyon who is a Past President of the Historical Society. A local
teacher led the group in line dancing.

The New England Regional Association met on March 17-18,
1979 at the Ramada Inn in East Windsor, Connecticut.

Committees are hard at work planning for the National
Encampment to be held next August in Hartford. It is hoped that
many of our Brothers and Sisters from the various Departments
will join with us in the activities planned for you.

MAINE

The Department was saddened last December by the death of a
loyal and hardworking Brother. P.D.C. Rexford E. Oliver had just
recently celebrated his 62nd Wedding Anniversary {see this column
in the Jan. 1979 issue) had served his Order long and faithfully in
many Camp and Department roles. We extend our sincerest
condolences to his wife, P.D.P. Oliver and to his children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Plans for the 1979 Department Encampment to be held on June
14-17, 1979 at the Howard Johnson Motor Lodge in Waterville are
progressing. Department Commander Edmond Butler is General
Chairman for the event which will include all five organizations of
the Allied Orders of the G.A.R. P.D.P. Junah Oliver of Waterville
is serving as lacal Chairlady.

MARYLAND

The annual business meeting of Lincoln-Cushing Camp was
held at the Officers Club of the Washington Navy Yard on January
26, 1979. Officers elected were: Camp Commander, Peter A. Dixon;
Sr. Vice Cdr., Charles H. Acton; Jr. Vice Cdr. Dr. Robert F. Dyer;
Sec./Treas. George H. Miller.

Dept. Cdr. Richard Schlenker installed the officers and
obligated the following new members; Charles H. Acton, Jr.,
Raymond L. Acton, Conrad Mook and Michael W. S.chauer.
Department President Dorris Schlenker obligated the followmg. new
Auxiliary members: Geraldine Acton, Helen Acton, Mary Estridge,
Kathryn Miller and Barbara Mook.

Historian Charles Bauer presented an outstanding slide lecture
on Lincoln’s public relations. Mrs. Helen Wilson, grand niece of Dr.
Mary Walker, Union physician and nurse during the Civil War,
spoke of her trials in having Lhe Congressional Medal of Honor
restored to her great aunt.

Ten degree temperatures and swirling snow greeted the
participants at the Commemoration of the 170th Anniversary of the
birth of Abraham Lincoln at his Memorial in Washington D.C. on
February 12. The Department wreath was presented by the
Commander and President.

MASSACHUSETTS

The Annual Washington - Lincoln observances spensored by
the Plymouth Country Association and the Past Commanders and
Past President Associations was held Sunday, Feb. 18, in G.A.R.
Hall, Rockland, James D. Marley Commander of Camp #9 of Boston
was the guest speaker, P.N.P. Minnie E. Madeiros was chairlady of
the Committee and P.C.C. William was M.C. Refreshments was
served after the observance.

The annual Lincoln Birthday Observance sponsored by the
Massachusetts Department and the city of Boston was held
Saturday, Feb. 10. Due to cold weather, the observance was held in
the Hall of Flags in the State House. John Sears fromer Sheriff of
Suffolk County was the Speaker of the day, David Burner was
chairman of the committee and served as M.C. Refreshment was
served in the G.A.R. Memorial room after the observance.

P.D.C. Ernest Wells is home after two and a half months in the
Cambridge Hospital after a serious sickness. I am sure Ernie would
like to hear from his many friends: his address is 12 Tuft St.,
Cambridge, Mass. 02139.

Co-Chairman P.D.C. Miles E. Harrington and P.N.P. Minnie E.
Madeiros report that all is ready for our annual Encampment to be
held in Springfield April 20, 21, & 22 at the Stonehaven Hotel. They
wish to say that reservations for the Banquet must be made by
April 15th. The Sons to P.C.C. William W. Haskell, 109 Burkside
Ave. Brockton, Mass. 02401 and the Auxiliary members to P.D.P.
Lelia M. Turner, 42 Elderly Drive, Randolph, Mass. 02368. NO
TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR.

MISSOURI

Sister Rosella Vanac, National Press Correspondent, and Miss
Nina Ninas of Tent #16, Daughters of Union Veterans, presented a
Trophy to the winners of the Second Annual U.S. Army R.O.T.C.
Drill Meet on March 17, 1979. The Trophy was presented by the
Missouri Department, Allied Orders of the G.A.R. This is the
second year of this new annual event and the Allied Orders are
proud to have participated both years.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Members of Spaulding Camp joined with their Auxiliary
members last January for the presentation of an American Flag for
the Wilton Fire Station. The New Hampshire Department,
Auxiliary to SUVCW procured the flag from Congressman James
Cleveland's office. Department Patriotic Instructor Barbara
Boisvert made the presentation to Fire Chief Gilbert Testa and
Deputies Bob Pollock and Stanley Schultz.

NEW JERSEY

Charles Larkin, Dept. Sr. Vice Commander, was Toastmaster at
the annual Lincoln Dinner and Reception to Department
Commander James F. Elliott and Department President of the
Auxiliary Florence Jansson held in the Treadway Inn, Princeton on
Saturday, March 10th. We were honored by the attendance of
Commander-in-Chief Richard Greenwalt and 1st Member of the
Council Marion E. Combs, P.N.P., who represented National
President Florence Forbey who was unable to attend. Among those
in attendance were twelve persons from the Department of
Pennsylvania. A very interesting and enjoyable program,
highlighted by an enlightening film, “Meet Mr. Lincoln,” was
enjoyed by all.

The spring dinner meeting of Abraham Lincoln Camp #100 will
be held on Saturday, April 28, 1979 at 6:00 p.m. at the Nassau Inn,
Princeton. The speaker will be Roger Semplak, recent recipient of a
Master of Arts degree in History from Monmouth College (N.J.),
who will speak on **Cavalry During the Civil War.™

Plans have been finalized for the annual Department
Encampment of the Sons and Auxiliary to be held in the
Buckingham Hotel. Avon-By-The-Sea, New Jersey, June 14-16.

All Camp and Auxiliary members are reminded that Memorial






