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INDIANA

LTC Henry W. Lawton Camp #171, SUVCW, of Fort Wayne had
four active members participate in the Presidential Inaugura! Parade
on January 20, 1977 in Washington, D.C. . The four were members
of a 150 man group wearing authentic Civil War uniforms and gear.

On January 21, 1977 these same members took part in the dedica-
tion ceremonies at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington
National Cemetery, then they placed wreaths on two additional
graves at Arlington. One was General Lawton, for whom the Camp is
named, and the other was Major General Grisson, great-great grand-
father of Robert Willey, one of the Lawton Camp members.

MAINE

The Maine Department has been busy this year with inspections
and installations. On March 19th and 20th, we will be hosting the
New England Regional Association meeting at the Eastland Motor
Hotel. On March 26th, the Department President is having a Bi-
centennial Guest Officers Afternoon in Qakland, in which guest
officers have been invited to do the work in their Bicentennial gowns.
This will be preceeded by a turkey dinner. It should prove to be an
exciting and fun afternoon. The Sons and Auxiliary will have their
convention at the Eastland Motor Hotel in Portland on June 18th
and 19th.

The Oakland Camp and Auxiliary have been having some open
meetings, in which they do their marches and then close the meeting
for a guest speaker or enterteinment. It is proving successful in
getting new members.

MARYLAND

Maryland Department was saddened by the sudden passing on
February 15 of P.D.P. Eve Henson at Hagerstown. In addition to
serving the Department faithfully, Sister Henson was a key member
of Reno Post Auxiliary for many years. Her guiding hand will be
sorely missed.

Reno Post Auxiliary elected and installed Sister Dorris Schlenker
of Rockville as President in January.

Lincoln-Cushing Camp., Washington, D.C., was well represented at
Lincoln Birthday activities. Brother Francis Cadigan presided at the
annual MOLLUS Lincoln Day Dinner on February 11 at Fort Myer,
Camp Commander Peter Dixon represented the Camp at Lincoln
Memorial ceremonies and floral tributes were placed by Brother
Robert Dyer and P.C.C. Richard Schlenker. Also participating were
Brothers Brown, Clark and Umhau.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

John W, Spaulding Camp celebrated Lincoln's Birthday at their
February 17th meeting. Paul Wheeler was in charge of the program,
National Chaplain Richard Wyman took part and invitations were
extended to other Camps and Auxiliaries in the Department to join
in the event. Memorial Day in 1977 will be under the charge of the
D.A.R. and the Camp made plans to turn over the books of the Allied
Council to this group for the 1977 observance.

NEW JERSEY

The annual Lincoln Dinner was held on February 12, 1977 at the
Nassau Inn in Princeton, N.J. The toastmaster was Dr. Robert L.
Gerke, Jr. of Dayton Camp #5 (Trenton) and the speaker was Dr. Dan
Croft, Assistant Professor of History at Trenton State College. Dr.
Croft took as his theme an analysis of Lincoln, the man and the
politician, and attempted to discover from various scraps of informa-
tion known about Lincoln, what the great Civil War President might
have personally thought and hoped at the various stages of hisg
Presidency. Following the format of current day news analysis, Dr.
Croft demonstrated an in-depth knowledge of his subject and raised
several interesting theories as to the possible logic behind Lincoln’s
various decisions during his years in office.

The Spring dinner meeting of Abraham Lincoln Camp #100 will be
held on April 30, 1977 at the Nassau Inn. The dinner is to start at
6:00 P.M. Guest speaker will be Major Arthur V. Grant, Jr. who will
address the topic of “The Command Relationships between Generals
Grant and Meade."

Plans for cemetary decoration and special services for Memorial
Day are now in the process of being made. All Camps and members
are urged to take part in this annual remembrance to honor those

men who fought for the Union during our American Civil War.

Plans are being finalized for the Department Encampment of the
Sons and Auxiliary to be held at the Buckingham Hotel in Avon-by-
the-Sea on June 16th thru 18th. Also, many members of the Sons
and Auxiliary are looking forward to being in attendance at the
National Encampment to be held at the Savery Hotel in Des Moines,
Iowa on August 14th thru 18th. Hotel reservation cards can be
obtained from Department Secretary-Treasurer Richard D. Hines or
Auxiliary Department Secretary Marguerite Bonnell.

We have learned of plans by P.N.P. Edna S. Lambert to relocate
to the Atlanta, Georgia area this Spring. Sister Lambert will be
living with her daughter and son-in-law, Skip and Joan Clark, as
soon as they are settled in their new location. Brother Skip was
recently transferred to Atlanta. We shall miss the very active par-
ticipation of all three in Camp, Auxiliary and Department affairs.
With Skip and Joan's three children (all members of the Sons or
Auxiliary) they shall be missed at regular functions. However, all
will remain members in New Jersey and we are looking forward to
frequent visits for various events during the year, We will publish
the new address and effective date of the move as soon as they are
known.

NEW YORK

Camp #223 held their annual ceremony at the Statue of Abraham
Lincoln in front of the Erie County Historical Society on February
11, 1977. Jack Kemp of Washington, D.C. was the featured speaker
and music was provided by & local H.S. Band. Past Camp Commander
Joseph Hillary, now a School Commissioner in Buffalo, gave an
interesting talk on Abraham Lincoln. On March 7, 1977 the Camp
held annual installation of officers, inducted a new member and
honored two of their Brothers with special citations. These were
Past Commander Frank Bellinger, for outstanding leadership in the
Camp, and Brother Robert Schweitzer for outstanding achievement
in the U.S. Army Reserve.

On April 24, 1977 the annual commemoration of the death of
President and civit War General Ulysses S. Grant will be held at
Grant's Tomb in New York City. The commemoration will be followed
by a reception and dinner at Stouffer's Restaurant honoring Depart-
ment Commander Ray Foulkrod and Department President Mina
Wickware. A large attendance is anticipated.

Abraham Lincoln Camp #6 and Auxiliary #1 held & dinner and
reception on March 26, 1977 at the Holiday Inn in downtown
Rochester for Department Commander Ray Foulkrod and Depart-
ment President Mina Wickware. Attendance was very good and an
extremely pleasant evening was enjoyed by all.

Department Commander Foulkrod attended the services at Gettys-
burg last fall. He was, we believe, the only sitting Department
Commander to make these services.

Plans to reactivate Camp #89 of Niagara Falls are progressing
very well. They were the first Camp to celebrate the 200th Anniversary
of New York State, which occurred in January 1977.

OHIO

McClellan Camp #91 and Auxiliary held their annual Lincoln
banquet and enjoyed excellent attendance in spite of icy conditions
and a last minute worsening of the weather. Mr. Wesley Watson, a
retired High School Professor and a member of Camp #91, was the
featured speaker. Mr. Watson spoke on the Pledge of Allegience,
noting that while elements are quite old and the phrase “one nation
under God" was included in the Bennington Declaration of Freedom,
nevertheless the Pledge of Allegience was not made official until the
term of President Dwight Eisenhower. An interesting side note is
that President Eisenhower’s administration was also the time when
the SUVCW received its charter of incorporation under an Act of
congress. A number of National and Department officers were present.
McClellan Camp also inducted one new member at their last meeting.

Salem Camp and Auxiliary also held a Lincoln Banquet which was
well attended, also including a number of National and Department
officers.

The Department is saddened by the recent death of Gary A.
Gabriel following over 200 days of hospitalization. While only 22
years of age, Brother Gabriel was a member in good standing of
both Governor Dennison Camp #1, SUVCW, and Battery C, Light
Artillery, 1st Ohio Volunteers. He was buried in his full SVR uniform
and the services were attended by several members of both Dennison
Camp and Battery C.
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Plans are being finalized for the Ohio Department Enca
to be held on Mit. Union College Campus on June 24.26, 1977 amers
ingpections are in full swing, the Frost, Ohio Auxiliary combined
their inspection with an annual dinner which was well attended by
Department Officers.

WISCONSIN
The annual patriotic luncheon honoring George Washington

Abraham Lincoln, and William Mc¢ Kinley was held in Milwaukee or;
February 26. Dept. Commander Grover R. Huff was the featured
speaker and gave a thoughtful talk on the importance of patriotism
in today's society. Thomas L. W. Johnson recited brief tributes to
Washington, Lincoln, and Mc Kinley. Greetings were extended by
Rhoda Lemanski, Dept. President of the Auxiliary, and by Lilyan
Behnke, Dept. President of the Ladies of the GAR. Burton E.
Kannenberg and George Nuoffer led group singing to close the pro-
gram. Emma Ganske was in charge of arrangements and presided
at the luncheon. The event is sponsored each year by C. K. Pier-
Badger Camp #1, Auxiliary #4, and Washington Circle of the Ladies
of the GAR, all of Milwaukee.

SEEK NAMES OF MEMBERS WHO ARE
LIVING SONS OF A CIVIL WAR VETERAN

Time marches on. Once our order was made up primarily of the
sons of the Civil War veterans who belonged to the Grand Army of
the Republic. It was from this that we took our name, the Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War.

We are interested in determining how many of our membership
are actually sons of Civil War veterans. Our ranks now include grand-
sons, great grandsons, great-great grandsons, etc. We would like to
honor those members who are actually sons by listing their names
and addresses. We are also interested in locating any living Sons
who might not presently belong to the organization. Please send the
name, address, date of birth and name of Camp (if a member) to:
Albert W. Lambert, Editor, The Banner, P. O. Box 673, Naperville,
Illinois 60540. A special Honor Roll of these men will be published
in the future issues of The Banner.

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF WHEELER
VISITS FORT CHICKAMAUGA

The photo above shows Commander-in-Chief and Mrs. Kennetl:l T.
Wheeler standing at the foot of the Veteran's Walk at Fort Chick-
amauga, Oklahoma, with a guard of honor formed by troops from
the fort. -

The Commander-in-Chief became the first presiding National
Officer to visit Fort Chickamauga, the only functional Cavalry Post.
The Fort is located in Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma tforrperly Indian
Territory). A reception was held for Commander-in-Chief and Mrs.
Wheeler with members of the Garrison and their ladies, the Fart
Chickamauga National Historical Society, and the Ok!aho_ma Depart-
ment of the Daughters of Union Veterans. The highlight o‘l the
evening was the initiation of three new members into Fort (,hl?k»
amauga Camp No. 1, a Camp-at-Large of the SUVCW, with
Commander-in-Chief Wheeler officiating.

1977 ENCAMPMENT INFORMATION

As noted in the last issue of The Banner, the 96th Annual Encamp-
ment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War will be held on

August 14-17, 1977 at Des Moines, lowa. The annual Encampments
of the Auxiliary to Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and the

Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic will be held simultaneously
with that of the Sons.

The site is The Savery Hotel, Fourth and Locust Streets, Des
Moines. Mailing address of The Savery, for purposes of advance
reservations, is: P. O. Box 757, Des Moines, Iowa 50303. Please be
sure to identify yourself as a part of the conventions of the Allied
Orders of the G.A.R. You must advise the time and date of expected
arrival and the date of expected departure. If arrival is to be after
6:00 P.M. then a depaosit or guarantee will be needed to assure your
reservation. While a specific rate cannot be guaranteed by the Hotel,
the following types of accommodations are offered:

Single occupancy (one person) $19.00, $21.00 or $24.00
Double occupancy {two persons) $24.00, $26.00 or $30.00
Twin Beds (two person occupancy) $24.00. $26.00 or $30.00
Suite for Two persons $55.00 or $75.00
Hogpitality Rooms $40.00 or $65.00

You should contact the Hotel for more specific information, costs
for third person occupancy or other special arrangements. Reserva-
tion cards are available from Department Secretaries or the 1977
Encampment Committee, c/o Richard A. McCoy, 610 East Salem
Avenue, Indianola, Iowa 50125.

The Encampment Committee is working hard to make the ninety-
sixth a great Encampment. We sincerely hope you will join us in
Des Moines in August and provide us with the one secret ingredient
needed to assure a memorable encampment . .. your presence!

OBADIAH HOLMES
LINCOLN PROGENITOR
BY GEORGE L. CASHMAN

It may come as something of a shock to many that a direct ancestor

of Abraham Lincoln was arrested and sentenced and experienced the
humiliation and pain of the public whipping post. That progenitor
was Lincoln's great-great-great-great-great grandfather, Obadiah
Holmes of Newport, Rhode [sland. Any tendency to recoil from this
harsh fact in Lincoln geneaology is at once transformed to pride
when it is realized that Obadiah Holmes was accorded this severe
and mortifying penalty for the sake of conscience.

Born in Preston, Lancashire, England around 1607, Obadiah
Holmes, a glass maker, came to Salem, Massachusetts in 1639. In
1650 he broke away from the established church ta become a follower
of the doctrine of baptism by immersion and become a pastor of the
new congregation known as Baptist.

In July 1651, Holmes journeyed to Lynn, Massachusetts and while
preaching his distinctive tenet at that place, was arrested and sent
to Boston to be tried. He was tried and convicted for advocating
doctrines contrary to the belief of the established church, and sen-
tenced to be publicly whipped. The ordeal was carried out in September
when he was given thirty lashes with a three-pronged whip.

The flogging failed to dampen his ardor or curtail the exercise of
his religious freedom and he served as pastor of the First Baptist
Church at Newport, Rhode Island for thirty years. He belongs to
the immortal company of those who both suffered under law for the
sake of conscience and championed religious freedom in the American
colonies.

When tracing the lineage of Abraham Lincoln, one observes how
love of liberty and readiness to endure hardships for the sake of
moral and religious convictions were strong characteristics of his
forbears. It also becomes apparent that Lincoln's heritage was not
limited to the lowly and obscure denizens of the American wilderness,
but embraces men of heroic mold, men who were distinguished in
the political and legislative life of the colonies.

Abregham Lincoln sprang from progenitors who were illustrious in
the political, legal and religious life of colonial America, and who
were willing to suffer humiliation and death itself for the sake of free-
dom. Abraham Lincoln was the worthy son of worthy sires.






