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Department
News

ILLINOIS

On February 12th the annual observance of President Abraham

Lincoln's birthday was held in Springfield and was followed by

publicity on all the Chicago TV new shows. The 55th Illinois
Infantry (Reactivated) participated and added much color to the

observance.

Gen. Custer Camp No. I and its Auxiliary No. 30 of Chicago
observed Lincoln's Birthday on February !4th at a well-attended
luncheon at the Carleton Hotel in Oak Park. The Lincoln
Memorial Award was presented to Mr, Frank Kinst, President of
the Abraham Lincoln Savings and Loan Association of Cicero.
Mr. Kinst has outstanding collections of Civil War items both at

his home and at the bank.

Approximately 200 persons attended an observance on Febru-
ary 2l1st in the G.A.R. Memorial Hall of the Public Library

Building in Chicago honoring the birth of Abraham Lincoln and

the 78th anniversary of the sinking of the Battleship Maine in
Havana Harbor on February 15, 1898. A tribute was also given

by Rev. Preston Wood, formerly 1st Lt, U. S.Marine Corps, 1o

the Four Chaplains (two Protestant, one Catholic, and one Jewish)

who gave their lives on February 3, 1943 in the sinking of the
USS Dorchester. Music was provided by the U. S. Navy Band

from the Great Lakes Training Station; wreaths were placed in

memory of President Lincoln by C. H. Bournstine, P.D.C., and in
memory of the sinking of the Maine by Edward Suchman, Past
National Commander, Sons of Spanish War Veterans.

INDIANA

Gen. William P. Benton Camp No. 28, Wayne G. Klusman,
Commander, is spearheading a drive 1o get written legal assur-
ance from Mayor Clifford J. Dickman of the City of Richmond
that a stone memorial marker at South Ninth and E Streets
dedicated on October 8, 1926 and locating the site of a Civil War
camp and the entrance to the original Wayne County fairgrounds
will not be moved no matter who buys the vacated fire station in
front of which the marker stands. Benton Camp, greatly con-
cerned about the ultimate fate of the marker, would not like to
see the purpose for which it was placed defeated by its removal.
Six volunteer regiments were activated here for duty in the Civil
War — the 16th, 36th, 57th, 691h, 84th, and 124th Indiana Regi-
ments.

Argus Ogborn, a member of Benton Camp No. 28, who is very
knowledgeable about Civil War history, was called on by the
mother of an 8th grade pupil, Donny Ellison, to provide infor-
mation about a Civil War soldier whose tombstone from Civil
War days was uncovered by Donny while digging behind his
home. The headstone was under approximately six inches of dirt
and a tree was growing around it. Upon checking, Brother
Ogborn found that the person named on the tombstone, John W.
Roberts, had enlisted on August 4, 1862 in Co. B, 5th Regt., Ind.
Vol. Cav.,, but never made it to war because he got sick in
Indianapolis and died there at the age of 21. How the stone
got to where it was found has created a mystery, the solution
to which is being sought.

MAINE

The Bosworth Memorial Civil War Museum has been evicted
by urban renewal from 44 Free Street, formerly Bosworth Post
No. 2, G.A.R. Our collections and memorabilia have been given
to various state institutions, and all pertinent documents, official
correspondence and printed material have been presented to the
Maine Historical Society. Among the items still 10 be given to
that Society is a set of the Proceedings/Journals of the annual
encampments of the Department of Maine, G.A.R.; however,
three are needed to make a complete set — the Proceedings of
the 3Ist Annual Encampment (1898) and the Journals of the 41st

(1908) and 44th (1911) Annual Encampments. It is our haone
that some member of the SUVCW or a Camp may have a
duplicate of any of the above that they would be willing to
donate. We would also be very grateful for any Department of
Maine, G.A.R., material that anyone can spare for inclusion
in the Department of Maine, G.A.R., Mcmorial Collection al the
Maine Historical Society. For further information, or to arrange
for presentation of any of the above materials, please contact
William B. Jordon. Jr.. Vice President, Bosworth Memorial
Association, Department of History and Government, West-
brook College, Portland, Maine 04103.

Commander-in-Chief Clarence J, Riddell and National Presi-
dent Mrs. Caroline Riddell will make their official visits to our
Department at a called meeting to be held May 5th.

MARYLAND

The 89th annual Department Encampment of the Sons will be
held at the Holiday Inn. 4000 Concord Pike, Wilmington, Dela-
ware, Saturday, May Ist, commencing at 1:15 p.m. The banquet
will be held at the same place at 6:30 p.m. also on May lst.
Tickets are $6.75, and all reservations with remittance must be
made prior to April 27th to the Department Chief of Staff,
Frank M. Heacock, Sr., 421 S. Sycamore St., Wilmington, Del.
19805. Persons desiring overnight room reservation cards may
also contact Bro. Heacock. The Department Auxiliary will con-
duct its meetings at the same Holiday Inn on May Ist and May
2nd.

Four new members were initiated into Lincoln-Cushing Camp
No. 2 of Washington, D.C. at its annual dinner meeting on
November 22nd. On the evening of February 1lth members of
our Camp sponsored a reception and dinner in honor of the
birth of Abraham Lincoln at the Officers' Open Mess, Fort
Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C.; the Military Order of the
Loyal Legion of the United States co-sponsored the affair. At
the conclusion of the dinner a closed circuit TV preview by video
tape of “Echos from Cemetery Ridge™ was shown. This documen-
tary was prepared by the U. S. Military Historical Collection.
Army War College and the U.S. Military Academy. On February
12th we participated in the wreath-laying ceremonies at the
Lincoln Memorial.

Appomattox Camp No., 2 held a luncheon in Wilmington,
Delaware on March 27th. The occasion marked the official visit
of Commander-in-Chief Clarence J. Riddell, who was accom-
panied by National President Caroline E. Riddell.

MASSACHUSETTS

We have been saddened by the death of P.D.C. Robert Wood,
Department Musician, of Dorchester. Brother Wood, a member
of Camp No. 9, was loyal and devoted and will be sorely missed.

Wreath placing and related ceremonies in honor of Lincoln's
Birthday were held on February 12th at 12 noon at the Lincoln
statue, Park Square, Boston. David Brenner, Department Patriotic
Instructor, was in charge of arrangements. Numerous past
National and Department officers and a large representation of
members of the Sons, Auxiliary, and Allied Organizations attended

The annual Lincoln-Washington Banquet was held jn Rocklang
G.A.R, Hall on February 23.

The Civil War Round Table of Greater Boston held g dinner
meeting on March 20th at the Parker House in Boston, An
illustrated talk, “A Lincoln Adventure,” was given by Frank L
Williams, president of the Lincoln Group of Boston, a distinzuiched
attorney and Lincoln scholar. * o

Department Commander Gene Russell and several members of
the Sons, Auxiliary, and Daughters of Union Veterans allcnde-d
the installation of officers of a new Camp of Sons of Confederat,
Veterans in Woburn — the only one in New England. Comma %
der Leon Basile read a paper on “The Reconciliation of the Blh.
and the Gray.” Commander Basile was a guest at the 1976 Q":e
of Union Veterans Department Encampment in early April Sons

April, 1976

THE BANNER

NEW JERSEYA bly Bill N
Legislation (Assembly Bill No. 733) revioring the

Memorial Day as a public holiday 1o May 3.'“,,:(“,‘ (;gfr;;:csc“'
introduced m the State Legislature and to date has had secorﬁg
reading in the General Assembly — the lower House, Member
of thc New Je_rsey Department are requesied 1o \\'r.ile to [heils-
representalives in the Assembly urging passage of this important
bill.

The Department observed Lincoln's Birthday on February 14th
with a dinner at Nassau Inn, Princeton. Rabert E. Gerke, toasl-
master, introduced Joseph Ellis, an instructor at Trenton State
College, who spoke on the subject, “Lincoln — His Views on
Racism.” Approximately fifty members and friends joined to
make the affair most enjoyable. Mrs. Genevieve Orme, Depart-
ment Patriotic Instructor of the Auxiliary, presented a flag to
several representatives of a Lawrenceville Girl Scout Troop, and
everyone joined in the singing of “God Bless America.”

Pictured above at the Lincoln Dinner are (I. to r.) John Ellis,
Speaker; National Chaplain Gertrude Deckenback; Robert E.
Gerke, Toastmaster; Department President Joan L. Clark; Na-
tional Patriotic Instructor Frank L. Clark; and Department
Secretary-Treasurer Richard D. Hines,

Sister Orme attended a public gathering at the Livingston (N.J.)
Mall recently. She was recognized as having been a member of the
Girl Scout Organization for 59 years. During her brief remarks
she made reference to the Auxiliary to the SUVCW and the office
of Department Patriotic Instructor which she now holds.

The Spring dinner meeting of Lincoln Camp No. 100 will be
held April 24th at Nassau Inn, Princeton at 6:00 p.m. A slide
program on Sherman's Atlanta Campaign and the Battle of
Kennesaw Mountain will be presented with narration by Roger
Semplak.

Plans for cemetery decoration and special services for Memorial
Day should now be in the process of being made. All Camps and
members are urged to take part.

NEW YORK

The General Grant National Memorial, 122nd Street and
Riverside Drive, New York City, will be the scene of the annual
service to commemorate the 154th birthday of Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant on Sunday, April 25, 1976, at 1:30 p.m. Appropriale
ceremonies will be conducted and wreaths will be placed in mem-
ory of Gen. Grant and his wife, Julia Dent Grant, by the New
York Department Commander and Department President, SUV-
Cw, respectively, The annual observance is sponsored by the
Camps and Auxiliaries of the Department of New York. Paul
Furst is chairman of the planning committee. Albert A. Morey 1s
chairman of the Dinner which will follow the service. Other
members of the committee are: J. Herbert Guion, Vice-Chairman;
Chester E. Hudson, Patrons and Memorials; Cecil M. Baer, Hon-
ored Guests; Arthur T. Knowles, Program; Edith M. Pnuldmg:
P.N.P; Florence R. Parsons, P.D.P.; Leila M. Kroepke, P.D.S;
a“_‘i_hMary L. Cronin, D.P.L .

e Dinne ing the services wi ! :

Fifth Avenuer, flsl;\?.'w;lgrk City. A social hour will begin at 3.3:3
P.m., and dinner will be served at 5:00 p.m. The price % :lmhr::ks
15 $8.00 which includes tax and gratuities. Reservations an C‘\-l‘}
should be sent before April 17th to Albert A. Morey, 15
85th Avenue, Kew Gardens, New York 11415.

be held at Stouffer’s, 666

- : , he following
Chaplain p. G Cook, Camp No. 223, is proud of the
members who became life members of the SUVCW in December,
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1975_: David !—Iolmcs (at age 14), Lemuel Holmes (David's father),
David C. Laing and Frank Bellinger (Past Camp Commander).
Rovert .Hughcs was installed as Commander of Camp No. 223,
succeeding Frank Bellinger who served as Commander for five
years. Mrs. Bobbie Breedlove is the new President of the Auxili-
ary to the Camp (Aux. No. 8) Past Commander-in-Chief Norman
Furman installed both, Camp No. 223's first “Citizen of the Year"
award was presenled to George R. Torge, Editor, WBEN-TV-4,
Buffalo, on February 12th.

Reenactment of the First Memorial Day and a Bicentennial
Celebration will be held in Waterloo, N.Y., the Birthplace of
Memorial Day, on May Ist and 2nd, 1976.

OHIO

The Ohio Department was saddened on December 24, 1975
by the death of immediate Past Department Commander Kenneth
Swifl. His final resting place is the Mount Vernon, Ohio, ceme-
lery. Brother Swift was very active with the Mount Vernon Fife
and Drum Corps and will be greatly missed by both the Corps
and the Ohio Department.

We are looking forward with great anticipation to the District
No. 2 meeting lo be held in Mansfield on May 16th; we will be
honored by the presence of Commander-in-Chief Clarence J.
Riddell and his wife, National President of the Auxiliary to the
SUVCW, Caroline Riddell.

McClellan Camp No. 91 of Alliance and its Auxiliary held a
Lincoln banquet and a reception for Department President Ramona
Greenwalt and National Vice President Margaret Gehret on
February 16th,

A membership contest is in progress to recruit new members;
attendance at reguiar meetings is being stressed.
PENNSYLVANIA

Gettysburg Camp No. 112 is heading the Gettysburg Joint
Veterans Day Parade and Service Committee for the Memorial
Day observance to be held on Monday, May 31. A five-Division
parade is being planned. We expect President Ford to attend this
year.

As a result of the efforts of several members of Ruhl Camp
No. 33 of York and the Commander's wife, the York County
Comnmussioners recently turned over to the care, custody and
control of the Camp four 3-inch ordnance cannon which had been
presented to the County in 1902, For many years the four
cannon were located at the Soldiers and Sailors Monument in
York but recently, due 10 vandalism, their condition had become
very poor.

RHODE ISLAND

Leo E. Burrows, Sr., the last of the family of the late Charles
Burrows, veteran of the Civil War, and a devoted member of the
SUVCW, passed away on January 6lh at the age of 95. Brother
Burrows kept abreast of information about our organization by
avidly reading each issue of The Banner until approximately a
year ago when his eyesight began to fail.

WISCONSIN

The annual luncheon held in observance of the birthdays of
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and William McKinley
took place in Milwaukee on February 28. Honored puests pre-
sent were Depl. Commander Grover R. Huff; Dept. President
Mildred Biering; and Lilyan Behnke, Department President of
the Ladies of the G.A.R. Thomas L. W. Johnson spoke on the
topic, “Wisconsin’s Legacy from the American Revolution.”
Ellinore K. Johnson gave an inspiring rendition from memory of
“The Gettysburg Address.” Rhoda Lemanski, President of Auxi-
liary No. 4 of Milwaukee, presided. Despite the fact that the
affair had been postponed a week due to a snowstorm, attendance
was good and enthusiasm ran high.

William M. Fogo Camp No. 34 and its Auxiliary presented an
exhibit of Civil War articles at Brookfield Square in Oconomowoc
February 7th and 8th. On display were the exhibit of Oris and
Rocky Nelson of Rockford, lllinois (artifacts from the battlefields
of Wilderness and Chancelorsville); George Nuoffer's Civil War
token collection; and the weapons display of Brothers Bob and

Ed Huff and Burt Kannenberg. )
(Continued on Page Eight)
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