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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR

CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM

PLEASE:

« Type or print, using a ball-point pen, when filling out this form. Legibility is critical.

« Do not guess at the information. An answer of, "Unknown," is more helpful.

* Include a photograph of each viewable side and label it with name & direction of view.

- Thank You.
Type of Memorial
__ Monument with Sculpture ___Monument with Cannon
____Monument without Sculpture _X Historical Marker ___Plaque
Affiliation
G.A.R. (Post Name & No. ) _M.O.L.L.US.
W.R.C. (Corps Name & No. ) ___ Other Allied Order
SUVCW (Camp Name & No. ) (Please describe below)
DUVCW (Tent Name & No. )
l( Other: Missouri Department of Natural Resources - Division of State Parks Civil War Marker Program
Original Dedication Date 2005-2008 Please consult any/all newspaper archives for a

local paper's article that would have information on the first dedication ceremony and/or other facts on the memorial.
Please submit a copy of your findings with full identification of the paper & date of publication. Thank you.

Location

The Memorial is currently located at:

Street/Road address or site location Courthouse Sq 112 W. Lexington Ave N39°05.538' W94°24.984".

City/Village 'ndependence Township County Jackson

The front of the Memorial faces: North X South East West
Government Body, Agency, or Individual Owner (of private cemetery that Memorial is located in)...
Name Department of Natural Resources Dept./Diy. Division of State Parks

Street Address FOBox 176

City Jefferson City State MO Zip Code 65102
Contact Person Telephone ( 573 ) 751-8566

If/the Memorial has been moved, please list former location(s)...
n/a

Physical Details

Material of Monument or base under a Sculpture or Cannon = ___Stone ____ Concrete _X Metal ___ Undetermined
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.)

>This form may be photocopied. < ©2007 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.
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Material of the Sculpture = Stone Concrete _ Metal ____Undetermined
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.)
If the Sculpture is of metal, is it solid cast or "hollow?"

Material of Plaque or Historical Marker / Tablet = Photo embedded plastic

Material of Cannon = __ Bronze ___ Iron - Consult known Ordnance Listing to confirm
Markings on muzzle =

Markings on Left Trunion Right Trunion

Is inert ammunition a part of the Memorial? If so, describe

Approximate Dimensions (indicate unit of measure) - taken from tallest / widest points
Monument or Base:  Height _ 4ft  Wwidth 3%t Depth _ 3ft  or Diameter
Sculpture: Height Width Depth or Diameter

For Memorials with multiple Sculptures, please record this information on a separate
sheet of paper for each statue and attach to this form. Please describe the "pose" of
each statue and any weapons/implements involved (in case your photos become
separated from this form). Thank you!

Markings/Inscriptions (on stone-work / metal-work of monument, base, sculpture)
Maker or Fabricator mark / name? If so, give name & location found

The "Dedication Text" is formed: _ cutinto material __ raised up from material face

Record the text (indicate any separation if on different sides...) Please use additional sheet if necessary.
See Attached

Environmental Setting

(The general vicinity and immediate locale surrounding a memorial can play a major role in its overall condition.)
Type of Location

__Cemetery _ Park _ Plaza/Courtyard
_ X "Town Square" __ Post Office _____School
_Municipal Building _State Capitol Other; Streetside

_ X Courthouse ___College Campus

____Traffic Circle ____Library

> This form may be photocopied. < ©2007 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.
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General Vicinity

“Rural (low population, open land) __Suburban (residential, near city)
____Town ~X_Urban / Metropolitan
Immediate Locale (check as many as may apply)
__Industrial _ Commercial
_X_Street/Roadside within 20 feet __ Tree Covered (overhanging branches)

_ Protected from the elements (canopy or enclosure, indoors)
____ Protected from the public (fence or other barrier)

Any other significant environmental factor

Condition Information

Structural Condition (check as many as may apply)
The following section applies to Monuments with Sculpture, and Monuments without Sculpture -

including the base for Monuments with Cannon. Instability in the sculpture and its base can be detected
by a number of factors. Indicators may be obvious or subtle. Visually examine the sculpture and its
base.

Sculpture Base
If hollow, is the internal support unstable/exposed?
(look for signs of exterior rust)

Any evidence of structural instability?

(look for cracked joints, missing mortar or caulking or plant growth)
Any broken or missing parts?

(look for elements (i.e., sword, musket, hands, arms, etc. - missing
due to vandalism, fluctuating weather conditions, etc.)
Any cracks, splits, breaks or holes?

(also look for signs of uneven stress & weakness in the material)

Surface Appearance (check as many as may apply)

Sculpture Base
Black crusting
White crusting
Etched, pitted, or otherwise corroded (on metal)
Metallic staining (run-off from copper, iron, etc.)
Organic growth (moss, algae, lichen or vines)
Chalky or powdery stone
Granular eroding of stone
Spalling of stone (surface splitting off)
Droppings (bird, animal, insect remains)
Other (e.g., spray paint graffiti) - Please describe...

Does water collect in recessed areas of the Memorial? _ Yes No _ Unable to tell

> This form may be photocopied. < ©2007 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.
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Surface Coating

Does there appear to be a coating? X Yes _ No ___ Unable to determine
If known, identify type of coating.

____Gilded X Painted __ Varnished __ Waxed ___ Unable to determine

Is the coating in good condition? X Yes ___No ____Unable to determine

Basic Surface Condition Assessment (check one)

In your opinion, what is the general appearance or condition of the Memorial?
_> Well maintained __ Would benefit from treatment __ In urgent need of treatment __ Unable to determine

Overall Description
Briefly describe the Memorial (affiliation / overall condition & any concern not already touched on) .

Supplemental Background Information

In addition to your on-site survey, any additional information you can provide on the described
Memorial will be welcomed. Please label each account with its source (author, title, publisher,
date, pages). Topics include any reference to the points listed on this questionnaire, plus any
previous conservation treatments - or efforts to raise money for treatment. Thank you.

Inspector Identification
Date of On-site Survey 08/10/2010 US Grant 68 MO SUVCW

Your Name Walter E Busch

Please send this completed form to:

Bruce B. Butaereit, PDC, Chair

Thank you for your help, and attention to detail.

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
National Civil War Memorials Committee

> This form may be photocopied. < ©2007 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.
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First Battle of Independence

[Insert Left: US Shield]

[Insert Right: Confederate Flag Shield]

[Insert Text Box: A State Divided: The Civil War In Missouri — Missouri Department of Natural Resources]

Battle of Independence

The Battle of Independence was fought at this and other locations on Aug. 11, 1862. On that day, a force of
Confederate soldiers launched a dawn surprise attack on the Union garrison stationed at Independence and
compelled it to surrender. It was the worst Federal defeat in Missouri since the Battle of Lexington in
September of the preceding year. Assisting in the attack was the guerrilla leader, William Quantrill. The
Confederate victory was a costly one. Any strategic gain was offset by the loss of several able officers
including the commander, Col. John T. Hughes.

The year of 1862 started well for the Northern cause in the Trans-Mississippi West. Victories at Pea Ridge,
Ark. In March and at Island No. 10/New Madrid, Mo. The following month seemed to point to secure
Federal control of this theater. Two developments, however, were to dispel any such hope for the Union
high command. The first was the eruption on Missouri’s western border of a guerrilla warfare that was to
grown in viciousness with each succeeding year of the war. The most notable of the guerrilla leaders,
William C. Quantrill, was, in early 1862, already acquiring a fearsome reputation for ambushing and killing
Yankees.

The second development was rooted in the campaign being planned by the Confederate commander of the
Trans-Mississippi theater, Gen. Thomas C. Hindman. By the middle of the summer, this energetic and
resourceful officer was developing a strategy to create a third front in the war west of the Mississippi. He
proposed to launch an invasion into Missouri from his Arkansas base of operations. A part of his plan
called for sending officers, who had been notable Missourians before the war, back into the state to recruit
and enroll men in their home neighborhoods and bring them back to Arkansas by fall. They were to cover
their operations by fostering an escalation in the guerrilla war. This would keep the Unionists diverted
while they went about recruiting.

[Insert graphic of mustached man labeled Quantrill]

By late June, the first of these officers, Col. Upton Hays, returned to his home county of Jackson to raise a
regiment of cavalry. He sent word ahead to Quantrill to move his band out of the immediate area and keep
the Federals occupied; on July 11, Quantrill got into a hot firefight with Union troops at the Battle of the
Ravines in northern Cass County.

In the meantime, Hays had managed, by the beginning of August, to gather about 150 men. At their camp,
near Lee’s Summit, a Confederate flag flying from a high pole could easily be spotted by potential recruits
but also by Federal lookouts in the cupola of the courthouse in Independence.

On the first of August, Col. John T. Hughes, the ranking Confederate officer, arrived at Hays’ camp with 75
men. He intended to raise a brigade north of the Missouri River, but he feared that his return back across
the river would be blocked by the large Federal garrison at Independence. He decided to attack the garrison
at once.



Time was of the essence, for if he did not attack the Independence garrison immediately, they could turn the
tables by attacking him. Indeed, at that very moment plans were being laid try the Federal commander at
Independence, Col. James T. Buel, to clean out the Confedeate’s encampment and scatter or capture their
recruits.

[Insert: DNR Logo and label Missouri Department of Natural Resources|

[Insert Map Graphic: Troop movements in the area of Independence]

To carry off his planned assault, Hughes enlisted the aid of Hays and Quantrill, who was back from his
diversionary foray. On Aug. 10, this combined force rode to Blue Springs, the staging area for the next
day’s assault. Hays’ 300 recruits, plus Quantrill’s 25 guerrillas and Hughes’ force of 75, added up to an
attack force of 400 men.

Meanwhile, at Independence, Lt. Col. Buel had between 400 and 500 men to defend his position. This force
consisted of three companies of the Seventh Missouri Cavalry, two companies of Col. Newgent’s Second
Battalion, Missouri Provisional Militia commanded by Capts. Jacob Axline and Aaron Thomas, and Capt.
W.H. Rodewald’s company of the Sixth Regiment of Missouri Militia attached to the Seventh Cavalry.

Buel ignored warnings of an imminent attack and left his command widely dispersed. He was
headquartered in the three-story Southern Bank Building while Capt. Rodewald’s company was across the
street in a two story brick building. Both buildings faced Lexington Street and were located approximately
in the middle of the next block to the west from where you are presently standing. Lt. Maryhew, acting
Provost-Marshal, was stationed a few blocks away at the jail. Located at 217 N. Main St., the jail building is
currently a museum operated by the Jackson County Historical Society. One-half mile distant, out of view
and earshot of headquarters, the rest of the command was encamped in tents south of Lexington St. on the
western edge of the city. The dangerously exposed camp was in a depression; the only protection for the
camp was a nearby half-mile long stone fence that ran east-west and came within 90 feet of the southwest
corner of the camp. This area is presently occupied by the temple and grounds of the Community of Christ
Church, formerly known as the Church of Reorganized Latter Day Saint.

At 4:30 a.m. on Aug. 11, the Confederates quietly rode into town and hitched their horses along the
courthouse square (at approximately this location); the attackers then formed up and marched west along
Lexington Street and past Buel’s headquarters. This unidentified force of soldiers was nearly past the
headquarters before they were finally recognized as the enemy by Capt. Rodewald’s sentries, who opened
fire. Capt. Rodewald managed to form his men in the street and fire a volley into the rear ranks of the
Confederates. He held his position until about 6 a.m., at which time Buel ordered him into the headquarters
building. Quantrill’s men immediately surrounded the building and began to pour a hail of fire into it. The
commanding officer was now unable to communicate with his main force or direct a defense against his
attackers.

Meanwhile, Hughes’ main force marched in two columns down Lexington and Walnut streets and arrived
undetected at the Union camp where they formed behind a wooden fence and opened fire. A murderous
volley poured into the tents of the sleeping federals, many of whom were killed or wounded. Capt. Jacob



Axline managed to rally the soldiers erupting from their tents and formed them behind the nearby stone
fence. Behind this shelter, they were able to beat off repeated onslaughts by the enemy.

A Confederate charge at daybreak left the commander, Col. Hughes, dead with a shot through the forehead.
Col. G. W. Thompson, next in command, led another unsuccessful charge and took a wound in the knee that
put him out of the action. Col. Hays then assumed command. Wisely, he ordered no more charges, but
instead exchanged rifle fire with the enemy for the remainder of the engagement. Hays received a wound in
the foot. Meanwhile, Capt. Axline was preparing to move his force towards the square to try to reach Buel.

Before Axline could set his force in motion, he received orders from Buel to surrender. Quantrill threatened
that he was going to set fire to a small building next to the headquarters building and roast Buel and his men
alive in the spreading conflagration. In the sure knowledge that Quantrill could and would carry out this
threat, Buel hauled up the white flag and surrendered his whole command.

The aftermath of the Battle of Independence found some 26 Federals dead and 74 wounded; 11 of these later
died. A good part of the garrison managed to escape capture by slipping away before or during the fight,
and Lt. Maryhew withdrew his force up Main St. at the beginning of the battle. About 150 troops
surrendered. The Union commanders, Buel and Breckinridge, were later tried for conspiracy and cowardice
but never convicted.

[Insert Photos of L-R: Hughes, Hays, Thompson]

The price for Confederate victory was 23 killed, and nine mortally wounded. Ten of this number were
officers. The dead included three colonels, two majors, three captains, and two lieutenants. Hughes was an
especially sad loss as he was one of Missouri’s ablest officers. For this toll, the Confederates secured
enough arms and ammunition to equip Hays’ slim regiment, and drove away with 20 wagonloads of
plunder.

Five days after the Independence battle, Union and Confederate forces clashed again in Jackson County, this
time at the fierce and bloody Battle of Lone Jack. Although the Confederates were again the victors, their
triumph was gained at the cost of many casualties and few advantages. Shortly thereafter, in the face of a
Union troop build-up in western Missouri, the Confederates, and what recruits they gathered, returned to
Arkansas.

To Quantrill and his guerrillas could go much credit for the victory at Independence. Their scouting had
revealed the enemy strength and positions and they ably guided Hughes’ force to the battle site. Finally,
they forced Buel to surrender, when it appeared that the Confederates would be unable to capture Axline’s
command. On Aug. 15, Quantrill, himself, received a captain’s commission. This mustering, hardly meant
that Quantrill and his band were now disciplined regulars in the Confederate Army, but they would continue
to carry on their bloody style of guerrilla warfare against Federal forces in Missouri with deadly
effectiveness.
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