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PROCEEDINGS
Forty-Fourth 

Annual Encampment

I

COMM ANDERY - IN - CHIEF
SONS OF VETERANS

U. S. A.

■

Held at j
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

Vocational School Auditorium
August 31 to September 3

1925 I
--------------------------------------------—---------------------------------— —’. ■,



WM. M. COFFIN
Commander-in-Chief .1.92-1-192u

*I 
>1



EDWIN C. IRELAN 
Commander-in-Chief 1925-1926



COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF ENCAMPMENTS

21-23
20-21
25-27
24-26

Year. 
1SS2 
18S3 
1884 
1885 
1S8G 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1S93 
1894 
1S95 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924
1925

Place.
Pittsburgh 
Columbus 
P hil lad el ph ia 
Grand Rapids 
Buffalo 
Des 'Moines 
Wheeling 
Paterson 
St. Joseph 
Minneapolis 
Helena 
Cincinnati 
Davenport 
Knoxville 
Louisville 
Indianapolis 
Omaha 
Detroit 
Syracuse 
Providence 
Washington 
Atlantic City 
Boston 
Gettysburg 
Peoria 
Dayton 
Niagara Falls 
Washington 
Atlantic City 
Rochester 
St. Douls 
Chattanooga 
Detroit 
Washington 
Kansas City 
Boston 
Niagara Falls 
Columbus 
Indianapolis 
Indianapolis 
DesMoines 
Milwaukee 
Boston
Grand Rapids

State, 
Pennsylvania 
Ohio 
Pennsylvania 
Michigan 
New York 
Iowa 
West Virginia 
New Jersey 
Missouri 
Minnesota 
Montana 
Ohio 
Iowa 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
Indiana 
Nebraska 
Michigan 
New York 
Rhode Island 
D. C. 
New Jersey 
Massachusetts 
Pennsylvania 
Illinois 
Ohio 
New York 
D. C. 
New Jersey 
New York 
Missouri 
Tennessee 
Michigan 
D. C. 
Missouri 
Massachusetts 
New York 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Wisconsin 
Massachusetts 
Michigan

No.
1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4-th
5 th
6 th
7 th
8 th
9 th

10 th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14 th 
15th 
16th
17 th
18 th
19 th 
20th 
21st
22nd 
23rd 
24t'h 
25th 
26th 
27-th 
28l'h
29 th
30 th 
31-st 
32nd
33 rd
34 th 
35th 
36-th 
37th
38 th
39 th 
40th 
41st 
42nd 
43rd 
44 th

■Date.
Oct. 18 
Aug. 6-7 
Aug. 27-30 
Sept. 17-18 
Sept. 1-2 
Aug. 17-19 
Aug. 15-17 
Sept. 10-13 
Aug. 26-29 
Aug. 24-29 
Aug. 8-12 
Aug. 15-18 
Aug. 20-23 
Sept. 16-18 
Sept. 8-10 
Sept. 9-11 
Sept. 12-14 
Sept. 7-9 
Sept. 11-13 
Sept. 17-18 
Oct. 7-9 
Sept. 15-17 
Aug. 17-19 
Sept. 18-20 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sept. 20-22 
Aug. 22-25 
Aug. 27-29 
Sept. 16-18 
Sept. 1-3 
Sept. 28-30 
Aug. 30-31 
Aug. 22-23 
Aug. 20-21 
Sept. 9-11 
Sept. 22-24 
Sept. 27-29 
Sept. 26-28 
Sept. 4-5-6 
Aug. 12-14 
Sept. 1-3



PAST COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF

Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

Address. Deceased

•Harry
Joly S, 1909

August 16, 1903
La Crosse, Kansas

January 19, 1920

Clermont, Florida

1652 Hobart St., N. W., Washington, D. C.
November 2G, 1920

March 20, 1921

September 11, 1925

Sons of Veterans

Pennsylvania

The Post System
Brooklyn, New Yorkit George W. Marks 

t* George T. Brown

1883
1899

1SS9-90
1890

1884
1885
1886

1881
1SS2
1883

^♦Alfred Cope 
| •Alfred Cope
JEdwin Earp

*A. P. Davis
♦R. M. J. Reed

JLouis M. Wagner 
iLouis M. Wagner 
iLouis M. Wagner

New York
New York

Indiana
Rhode Island
Illinois

1001 Peoples’ State Bank Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Sage-Allen Bldg., Hartford, Conn.
•105 Hampton Ave., Wilkinsburg, Penna.
•16 South ‘It'h Ave., Mt. Vernon, N. Y.
Bodman Bldg., Cincinnati. Ohio
108 So. La Salle St., Chicago, Ill.
McGill Bldg., Washington, D. C.

Lyons, N. Y. 
Richmend, Va.

Hillsdale, Mich.
32 Central Square, East Boston, Mass.

December 15, 1921
October 6, 1918
November 24, 1912

May 1, 1899
June 10, 1922

PAST GRAND DIVISION COMMANDERS
Frank H. Challis 296 Manchester St., Manchester, N. H.
E. Howard Gilkey ............................................ Columbus, Ohio

CONSTITUTIONAL LIFE MEMBERS
O. B. Brown | .......................................... Dayton, Ohio
Charles A. Bookwaiter  Indianapolis, Ind.

Honor Conferred by Coinmandery-in-Chief
Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania 
New York 
Maryland 
New Jersey 
Massachusetts City Hall, Boston, Mass. 
I ndiana 
Connecticut 
Pennsylvania

Elected.
1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1SS6
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924

Ohio 
Illinois 
Maryland 
Pennsylvania 
Massachusetts Pittsfield, Mass. 
Nebraska 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Pennsylvania 
Ohio

5715 S. Figueroa St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
Jefferson Building, Peoria, Illinois 
Spink-Arms Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind.
P. O. Box 51, Easton, Pa.
3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio

February 7, 1912
November 3, 1915
February 14, 1918

Division
Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania 
Maine
Pennsylvania
Ohio
Ohio
Illinois
Illinois
Indiana 
Kansas 
New York 
Michigan
Massachusetts
Ohio
Kansas
Pennsylvania
Massachusetts Boston, Mass. 
Illinois
Ohio

October 19, 1901
October 19, 1901
June 14, 1917
June 14, 1917
December 21, 1902 
February 23. 1893 
February 3, 1922

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania 
Massachusetts Lynn, Massachusetts

188T jEdwin~Earp~" Massa chusefts Lynn, Massachusetts^
422 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Name.
•Harry T. Rowley 

T. Rowley
•Frank P. Merrill 
•Harry W. Arnold 
•Walter S. Payne 
•Walter S. Payne 
•George B. Abbott 
•George B. Abbott 
•Charles F. Griffin 
•Leland J. Webb 
•Bartow S. Weeks 
fMarvin E. Hall
Joseph B. Maccabe 

•William E. Bundy
William H. Russell 

•James Lewis Rake
Charles K. Darling 

•Frank L. Shepard 
•A. W. Jones 
•Edgar W. Alexander Pennsylvania
Edward R. Campbell Maryland 

•Frank Martin 
•Arthur B. Spink 
•William G. Dustin
Harley V. Speelman Ohio 

•Edwin M. Amies 
Ralph Sheldon 
Edgar Allan, Jr. 

•George W. Pollitt 
Fred. E. Bolton 
Newton J. McGuire 
Ralph M. Grant 
John E. Sautter 
Charles F. Slier man New York 
A. E. B. Stephens 
William T. Church 
Fred. T. F. Johnson 

•Francis Callahan 
Harry D. Sisson 
Pelham A. Barrows 
Clifford Ireland 
Frank Shellhouse 
Samuel S. Horn 
Wm. M. Coffin ....

XCoiYferred by Commandery-ln-Chlef.
•Deceased.
'■Sot ix mcm'bflr.
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ENCAMPMENT ROLL

COMMANDERY-IN-OHIEF OFFICERS.

♦Present.
♦Commander-in-Chief William M‘. Coffin,

3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 
♦Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Charles P. Hall,

209 Oak Hall Bldg., Pawtucket, R. I. 
♦Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief G. C. Markle,

135 North Meridian St., Winchester, Ind. 
♦Council-in-Chief Park F. Yengling,

Bassett Road, Bay Village, Ohio 
♦Council-in-Chief William II. Cressey, Cumberland Mills, Maiue 
♦Council-in-Chief Herbert D. Williams,

201 Mercer St., Trenton, N. J. 
‘National Patriotic Instructor Theodore C. Cazeau,

434 Mercantile Bldg., Rochester, N. Y. 
‘National Chaplain Francis C. Hawthorne,

1227 West 49th St., Los Angeles, Cal. 
•National Secretary-Treasurer H. H. Hammer,

Colonial Trust Bldg., Reading, Pa. 
•National Counselor George B. Holmes,

441 West 102nd Place, Chicago, Ill.

Forty-fourth Annual Encampment, Command- 
ery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.,

Grand Rapids, Mich., Sept. 1-3, 1925

PAST COMM ANDERS-IN-CHIEF:
SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A.

Joseph B. Maccabe, 32 Central Square, East Boston, Mass. 
William H. Russell, La Crosse, Kan.
Charles K. Darling’ Boston, Mass.
Edward R. Campbell, Clermont, Florida
Harley V. Speelman, 1652 Hobart St., N. W., Washington, D. C.
Halph Sheldon, Lyons, N. I.
Edgar Allan, Jr Richmond, Va.

E. Bolton, ’ City Hall, Boston, Mass.
Ne*ton J. McGuire, „ T ,

1001 Peoples’ State Bank Bldg., Indianapolis, ina.
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SONS OF VETERANS.

CONSTITUTIONAL LIFE MEMBERS.

Divisions

Com., Frank M. Lane,

Box

Clifford Ireland, 
♦Frank Shellhouse, 
♦Samuel S. Horn,

Edwin Earp, 
Louis M. Wagner,

0. B. Brown,
Charles A. Bookwaiter,

Dayton, Ohio
Indianapolis, Ind.

422 Walnut St., PhiladlK^

F0RIy-^

Pittsfield,0^.

1-iunnngton Park n Jefferson Bide • cal.
Spink-Arms Hotel, Indianapoi

P- °- Box 51,

PAST GRAND DIVISION COMMANDERS.
Frank H. Challis, 296 Manchester St., Manchester, N p
E. Howard Gilkey, Columbus,* Ohio

♦Ralph M. Grant, 
♦John E. Sautter, 
♦Charles F. Sherman, 
♦A. E. B. Stephens, 
♦Wm. T. Church, 
♦Fred T. F. Johnson, 
■Francis Callahan, 

♦Harry D. Sisson,
Pelham A. Barrows,

236 N. Templeton Ave., Huntington

ALABAMA & TENNESSEE.
Frank M. Lane, 91 Illinois Ave., Memphis, Teno. 

Past Com, M. D. Friedman, 1237 So. 21st St, Birmingham, Ala.
R. W. Biese, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Wm. R. Cooper, Knoxville, Tenn.
Valentine Gilb, Jr., Box 146, Birmingham, Al*. 
Edgar R. Carter, Cincinnati, Ohio
Leon W. Friedman, Birmingham, A a.
Orville H. Hall, Ala'.
Ivan A. Miller, ,Ens J’ ua
John F. Ehrhart, 1729 Second Ave, Birmingham, 
Joseph H. Larimore, Florida
W. A. J. Moore, .-Ma n^ham Ala.
A. Ellwyn Ballard, Birmingham,

*Henry M. Austin, tl wash.
7044 Mary Ave, N. W, Seattle, 

Horace E. Shaw, TBU’a nmoles, Calif-
Sylvester A. Arrico, Bos; A g ’ ^enD.
John Tinker, ChaH^nga’ Tenn-
Clark E. Bradford, Ch%trta^nhis Ten*
Frank M. -Lane, 91 Illinois Ave, Mempn .
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2550 Pine St., San Francisco, Cal.

Delegates, 
Alternates,

A. G. Bennett, 
J. A. Medlar,

414 Firmin St., Los Angeles, Cal. 
Court House, Oakland, Cal. 

San Jose, Cal. 
1140 Oakland Ave., Oakland, Cal. 

940 Poplar St., Oakland, Cal.

gom., Henry >W. Storrs, 
pastCom„ W. N. Barber,

Com., *D- B- Bowley, 1... 
past Com., Louis P. de P. Callahan,

John F. 'Mullin,
H. A. Longfellow,

*C. S. Scott,
D. Brandley Plymire,

804 DeYoung Bldg., San Francisco, Cal.
George 0. Lockwood,

1327 Campbell St., Glendale, Cal.
164 S. 10th St., San Jose, Cal.

260 Cypress Ave., Burbank, Cal.
1241 E. Sth St., Long Beach, Cal.

43 Sutter St., San Francisco, Cal.
2775 Union St., San Francisco, Cal. 
„ ji ue,

1227 W. 49th St., Los Angeles, Cal.

J. W. Cook, 
Joseph V. Griffin, 
George B. Whited, 
C. Walter Tozer, 
A. J. Cloud, 

♦Francis C. Hawthorne,

Edward C. Robinson, 
E. W. Conant, 
Fred V. Wood, 
Charles L. Pierce, 
Harry T. Moore,

Room 827 Mills Bldg., San Francisco, Cal. 
245 N. 12th St., San Jose, Cal.

1014 S. Hill St., Los Angeles, Cal. 
Frank B. Wilson, 995 Market St., San Francisco, Cal. 
Theodore V. Brown, Jr.,

Apt. 9, 1302 Taylor St., San Francisco, Cal.
316 Clay St., Los Angeles, Cal. 

1611 92nd Ave., Oakland, Cal.
Civic Auditorium, San Francisco, Cal.

582 14th St., Oakland, Cal.
1328 E. 4th St., Santa Ana, Cal.

2302 E. 7th St., Long Beach, Cal. 
4135 Canto Drive, Los Angeles, Cal. 
9261/’ Valencia St., Los Angeles, Cal.

Charles L. Stapleton,
714 N. 22nd St., Birmingham Ala Frederick M. Norcross, ’ ld*

„ _,1.?20 Pverton Park Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 
Victor P. Philippi,

12 N. Idlewild Ave., Memphis Tenn 
George P. Schlocker, 726 Looney St., Memphis’ Tenn’ 
James E. Henderson, 686 Keel Ave., Memphis Tenn 
Robert F. Ashworth, Birmingham, Ala'
Harry Spears, 621 Bank of Commerce & Trust Bldg., 
o . Memphis, Tenn’
S. A. Pickering, Memphis, Tenn.
V. A. Burgess, Memphis, Tenn.

CALIFORNIA & PACIFIC.

*H A Thayer, 21 W. Gertinez St., 'SantaBarbara, Cal.
J. E. Fox   ~ r’'”
S. L. Carpenter,
C. O. Boynton, 

Delegates, *A. E. Deems,
*E. J. Wilson, a^u-72 ~♦Fred E. Carr, T 1 _ H.e’ £*1*
*E. J. Parker, R- P- D. No. 1, Sant* S f

Alternates, Fred I. Dunster, 1330 S. Union Ave., Los Angeles, c .
CONNECTICUT.

122 Clark St., Hartford, Conn. 
Meriden, Conn.
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736 Washington Ave., New Haven, Conn. 
John J. Ambrose,

174 Washington Ave., Stamford, Conn.
Mystic, Conn.

5 Jewett St., Ansonia, Conn.
♦W. G. Mooney,
♦John T. Judson,
♦John R. Kemmerer,

185 Blue Hill Ave., Hartford, Conn.
♦Charles D. Sarles, P. O. Box 45, Sound Beach, Conn.

ILLINOIS.

1220 Jefferson Bldg., Peoria. III. 
Weedsport, N. Y.

108 So. La Salle St., Chicago, Ill.
Court House, Kankakee, III- 

465 Moss Ave., Peoria, Ill.
Dwight, Hl-

7 Main St., Champaign, III- 
£>ruce n. vrarrett 2208 Oxford St., Rockford, III- 
Will C. Creighton, 310 W. White St., Champaign, 11- 

*G. W. G. Estover, Ar,c
A. W. Stillians, 
Richard F. Locke, 
W. T. Rawleigh, 

♦Henry C. Cull, 
♦Geo. B. Holmes,
A. D. Rhinesmith, 

♦Wm. L. Barnum, Jr.,
5344 E. Ocean Blvd., Long 

Clifford C. Ireland, Jefferson CLLL.

Com., *E. F. Buck,
Past Com., C. G. Marsh, 

♦Wm. T. Church, 
♦Wm. C. Schneider,
Wm. E. Hull,
Jas. E. Seabert, 

♦C. D. Thomas, 
Bruce H. Garrett

B. R. Singleton, 
♦Geo. E. Cox,
E. s. Bishop,
L. S. Chapman,
E. Croft,
M. D. Rudd, 
A. C. Baldwin, 
Chas. W. Roberts,

* Ralph M. Grant, 
Alvin 0. Fairbanks,

FORTY.F0Un.

94 Seymour <St., Hartford, 
SL Broadway, New Haven, Conn

AV <■ DSrby’ c°nn 
Waterbury, Conn’ 

Lakeville, Conn 
272 Main St., Derby, Conn 

148 Vine St., Hartford, Conn 
Sage-Allen Bldg., Hartford, Conn 
, Norwich, Conn

F. H. McGar, 28 'Maple St- Meriden, Conn'.
Harry C. Co01e^’oluml)ia, Graph. Co., Cleveland, Ohio 

T Pratt 106 Ann st- Hartford, Conn
W lham H Hart, 820 Main St., Bridgeport, Conn. 
Pnhprt T Alcorn, 1051 Windsor Ave., Hartford, Conn. 
Pnhert J Woodruff, Box 364, New Haven, Conn.4 F Gage 253 White St., Hartford, Conn. 
William F Alcorn, 185 Church St., New Haven, Conn. 
Walter H. DeForest. New Haven Ave., Derby, Conn. 
Charles N. Stephe^ B]akeman piace. Stratford, Conn. 
xt ,.mpn <5 Buckingham, 31 North St., Milford, Conn. . John S Ganagher,6 Gen. Del.. Waterbury, Conn. 

Delegates, -Charles Munich^ Ridgefie]d Ave., Bridgeport, Conn.
♦George C. Blakejnan, . . . ,, -

Weedsport, N. Y-

Court House, Kankakee, III.
465 Moss Ave., Peoria, Ill. 

Dwight, Ill.
7 Main St., Champaign, Ill.

2208 Oxford St., Rockford, Ill.•---TH,
Ozark, Ark-

819 E. 50th St., Chicago, III-
Glen Ellyn, Ill.

Freeport, Ill.
6739 Rhodes Ave., Chicago, Ill-

441 W. 102nd Place, Chicago, Ill- 
Bellefonte, Pa-

Beach, Cal.
Bldg., Peoria, XU-
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Com.,—*Frank C. Huston, 
PastCom, Otis E. Gulley,

♦Harry B. Albery,
203 Washington

*Geo. H. Padgett,
*J. B. Jackson,

10 W. Ohio St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
r -r . Danville, Ind.♦Newton J. McGuire,

1001 Peoples’ State Bank 
R. S. Thompson, 
II. O. P. Cline, 
Geo. W. Kreitenstein, 
Geo. F. Ogden, 
E. E. Friedline, 
■L. A. Handley, 
T. W. Blair, 
Wm. F. Gottschalk, 
Frank E. ‘Watson, 
John D. Miller, 
Joseph Sego,

Newton C. Goodman, 
Benjamin E. Stahl, 

Delegates, *A. W. Wallace,
Edward Thomas, 

N. E. Cor. 3rd and
J. J. 'Shyrock, - 

♦Rufus O’Hara,

705 Furniture Bldg., Evansville, Ind. 
Tipton, Ind. 

Terre Haute, Ind.
765 Van Buren St., Gary, Ind. 

ami Poplar Sts., Terre Haute, Ind. 
311 South Main St., Princeton, Ind. 

Apt^O^lO N. Meridian St., Indianapolis, Ind.

St., Valparaiso, Ind. 
Princeton, Ind. 

Indianapolis, Ind.

Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Rising Sun, Ind.

Marion, Ind. 
Terre Haute, Ind. 

Lake ton, Ind. 
Jonesboro, Ind. 
Richmond, Ind. 

Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Terre Haute, Ind. 

Goldsmith, Ind. 
Winchester, Ind. 
Valparaiso, Ind. 

*T. Warren Allen, 1035 W. 34th St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
♦W. F. Geller, Fort Wayne, Ind.
♦William TI. Hansche, Richmond, Ind.
♦Frank Shellhouse,

Spink-Arms Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind.
♦A. W. McDaniel, Valparaiso, Ind.
♦A. L. McConkey, Bloomington, Ind.
*F. C. Focht, Winchester, Ind.
George Matthews, Richmond, Ind.
E. S. Shumaker, 

1201 Roosevelt Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Thomas W. Lindsey,

So. Dearborn St,^Chicago’ Ill 
?03 Cutting Bldg^S: XH 

508 Meade Bldg., Chicago, Ill 
m -at .A15^uei’que, N. M 

Main St<’ lRockford, Ill

1‘!g09 71st St., Chicago', tt! 
J920 Cortez St., Chicago, Ill 

ou i Western Ave., Blue Island Ill 
G121 Stewart Ave, Chicago’ Ill

165 Spruce St, Aurora,’ III 
INDIANA.

J. Colby Beekman, 
Royal N. Allen, 
Samuel W. King, 
B. F. McClelland, 
U. S. Villars, 
Carl S. Spalding, 

*Fred J. Phillips, 
♦ Will F. Jenkins, 
♦A. S. Holbrook, 
♦Joseph M. Janies, 

^legates, *Lowell S. Blaisdell, 
19(5 *E. H. Johler,

♦A. E. Whitley, 
*Edw. F. Ream,
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IOWA.

Com.,

KANSAS.

917

IElmore N. Courson, 
Frank L. Beals,

Abilene, Kan. 
Chanute, Kan. 

La Crosse, Kan. 
Riverside, Wichita, Kan. 

Topeka, Kan. 
Valley Center, Kan.

Parsons, Kan. 
Wichita, Kan. 
Wichita, Kan. 

Lawrence, Kan. 
Topeka, Kan. 

Ellsworth, Kan. 
Hutchinson, Kan.

Wichita, Kan. 
Topeka, Kan. 

1614 Appleton Ave., Parsons, Kan. 
Emporia, Kan. 

Ellsworth, Kan.
Winfield, Kan. 
Winfield, Kan.

Com., L. L. Merrifield, 
Past Com., C. S. Nation, 

*Wm. H. Russell, 
W. P. Feder, 
W. P. Wilcox, 
R. L. Rickard, 
Charles B. Martin, 
M. Jay Sweet, 
J. W. Anderson, 
A. G. Alrich, 
W. E. Connelly, 
Fred A. Kesler, 
Frank U. Russell, 
H. Mead Lewis, 
Ed L. Moon, 
Clay H. Newton, 
Leverett E. Fitts, 

Delegates, *E. E. Katterman, 
Alternates, Charles E. Jenkins^ 

’Leonard Stout,

FO1«-FOUSTn

Cum *H. 'M. Pratt, 
Past Com., Lewis A. Dilley, 

L. J. Yaggy, 
J. H. Fenton, 
W. L. Kerr, 
A. D. Bunger, 
C. A. Bryson, 
Don D. Donnan, 
H. L. Crowell, 
Frank Baldwin, 
C. E. Hinchliffe,

Delegates, *W. H. Ebersole, 
Bert Thayer, 
August Schindhelm, 

♦J. W. Rose, 
♦Geo. F. Mitchell,

Fort Dodge’

“•®ft: ;;x 
t IowaIowa City, i0 ®

Des Moines, I0Wa 
Iowa Falls, iow“ 
Iowa City, Iowa 

Fort Dodge, I0Wn 
Fort Dodge, Iowa

Com.,
Past Com., Edward K. Gould,

♦Waldo H. Perry, 
Andrew C. Cloudman, — -------
Robert L. Whitcomb. 271 Middle St., Portland, Maine 
Edward C. Moran, Rockland, Marne
Henry C. Chatto, Rockland,. Maine
Llewellyn L. Cooper, — T
Arthur M. Soule, Harrisville, K-
George E. Leighton, Masg

355 Curtis St., -West Somerville, Ml • 
‘ Brunswick, Mam

38 Dennison St., Auburn,

MAINE.
’Albert B. DeHaven, 3a Berwick Ave., Sanford, Maine 

— , 375 Main St., Rockland, Maine
Portland, Maine 

Cumberland Mills, Maine

Rockland, Maine

Augusta, Maine
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Delegates,

MARYLAND.

Com.,

George N. Pond, 
Elwin E. Smith, 
George S. Robinson, 

♦John A. Flye, 
♦Albert R. Hill,

Charles S. Davis, 
Joseph F. Peeney.

518 N. Arlington Ave., Baltimore, Mil.
Everett F. Warner, _

♦Howard Michael,
1314 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, Md.

Past Com., Miles W. Ross, Owings Mills, Md.
Edward R. Campbell, Clermont, Florida

♦Edward K. DePuy,
George S. Whitmore,
D. M. Rittenhouse, 
Edgar Allan, Jr.,

*F. T. F. Johnson,
Frank P. Gentie.u,

121 13th St., N. E., Wash., D. C. 

----------- --------- CK,g w Baltimore St., Baltimore, Md. 

Barnes W. Lyons, 7 Waghington, D. C.

P. 0. Box 474, Hagerstown, Md
119 W. 19th St., Wilmington, Del.

vxicix xes xyi. kJ vci aviYci,
29 'Sycamore Ave., Tacoma Park, Md.

Edward H. Grove^ „„ , . . n n
108 13th St., N. E., Washington, D. C.

J.Clinton Hiatt, 1323 Harvard St., N. W., Mash., D.
0. A. C. Oehmler, „ w n P1323 ,G St., N._W.. Washington, D. C.
Frank A. 'DeGroot, 1— — -

*D. Ardin Carrick,

Cumberland Mills, Maine 
Rockland, Maine 

Bath, Maine 
IT nf MAlJ?usta’ Maine 

Cii^hJ ?I"iOrono’ Maine 
Cumberland Mills, Maine 

Bath, Maine 
Gardiner, Maine 

Auburn, Maine 
Augusta, Maine 

Belfast, Maine

e5ga^ieNT

317 14th St., N. E„ Washington,_D; C.
*Wm. A. Keefauver, 
George Duffy, 
Charles M. Overacker,

P. 0. Box 864, Buffalo, N. Y. 
North Yakima, Wash. 

1106 Green St.. Philadelphia, Pa.
108 N. 7th St., Richmond, Va. 

McGill Bldg., Washington, D. C. 
629 Geddis St., Wilmington, Del. 

Francis E. Cross, 319 9th St., S. E., Washington, D. C.
48 Cedar St., Takoma Park, Md. 

uuwpii x-wuej, 420 Grant Ave., -Wilmington, Del.
Harry L. Streib, 1620 N. Broadway, Baltimore, Md. 

♦Edwin C. Irelan,

J. Warren Phinney, 
Arthur L. Orne, 
John. Shaw, 
Clarence H. Cram, 
George H. Bangs, 

♦William H. Cressey, 
Lloyd L. Hooker, 
William O. Cobb, 
Olin P. Ayer, 
John C. Howes, 
Allen L. Curtis, 
Ralph H. Burbank, 152 Alfred St nidrtlV*13? CJa!lle William E. Southard. “ St ’ * a ™
Robert A. Coney, J

K LC».”Ii " Sl- feyj*»*. SSS8BS199 Forest Ave., Bangor, Maine 
Westbrook, Maine 

Lewiston, Maine 
Rockland, Maine 

Brownfield, Maine
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>♦George W. Morse,

Fred V. Bell, 
♦Fred E. Upham, 
* William L. Anderson,

'Eugene F. Atwood, 
Alfred M. Spear, 
Geo. W. Knowlton. 
Charles A. Hammond.

T 50
Delegates, *Wm. 0. Stockford, 

*Wm. E. Choate, 
♦Newell B. Austin, 
J. Emery Coulter, 
c _______

♦Charles E. Storey/^Prospect St.,~Gloucester,

Leonard C. Couch, 
George N. Howard, 
Orra L. Stone, 
•Harry M. Holbrook.

rORTr-roUli.rii

Walter Penney,
James H. Wentworth,

15 Bemis Rd., Newton Highlands, Mass. 
Geo. M. Tucker, 131 Grant Ave., Medford, Mass. 
Janies T. Wellington, 35 Winter St., Norwood, Mass. 
Frank L. Kirchgassner,

7 Oakledge St., Arlington Heights, Mass. 
*H. Harding Hale, 6 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 
Frank J. Donahue, State House, Boston, Mass. 
Guy Richardson,

104 Robinwood Ave., Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
A. A. Bronsdon, Elm St., Baldwinville, Mass. 

♦Ernest W. Homan, 191 N. Common St., W. Lynn, Mass. 
Rufus A.'Soule, Jr., 21 James St., New Bedford, Mass. 
Ellsworth M. Brown, 137 Central St., Gardner, Mass.

71 Hovey St., Atlantic, Mass. 
137 Central St., Leominster, Mass.

248 Spring St., West Roxbury, Mass.
R. F. ©., Duxbury, Mass.

9 Jackson 'St., Beverly, Mass.
60 Pearl St., Boston, Mass.

Princeton St., Springfield, Mass.
110 Hollis Ave., Atlantic. Mass.

10 Middle St., Beverly, Mass.
46 Gilbert Road, Belmont, Mass. 

_______Alstead, N. 
George T. Fuller, 87 Jennev St., New Bedford, Mass.— — - * — - jviass.

7 Taylor Ave., Westfield, Mas..

Com *Henry F. Weiler,
88 Tremont St., 606 Tremont Temple, Boston Mac 

Past Com., Fred J. Bradford, P. O. Box 51, Amherst,’ N. ft 
Joseph B. Maccabe, East Boston Argus,

32 Central Square, East Boston, Ma«< 
Charles F. Sargeant, 283’ Essex St., Lawrence, Mass’ 
Nathan C. Upham.

17 Longwood Ave., Fitchburg Mass 
Dudley B. Purbeck, 134 Lincoln St., Boston’ Mass’ 
Charles K. Darling, Concord, Mass
Albert C. Blaisdell, Wamesit p. o„ Mass
Fred E. Bolton, 301 City Hall Annex, Boston, Mass

Box 64, Taunton,’ Mass.

22 Pearl St., Clinton’ Mass. 
Providence, R. I. 

Everett JH. Lynds, 413, Hillside Ave., Holyoke, Mass.
76 Ashland St., West Lynn, Mass.

Herbert W. Rutledge,
112 Maple Ave., Tacoma Park u

31 Adams St., N. W., Washington n 
"Albert H.Ebelein, 1003 Ashburton St., Baltimore

MASSACHUSETTS.

134 Lincoln St., Boston^ Mass^

„ .. Wamesit -P.'b" Mass' 
A 11 MF I "1 _  _  1 _ *

♦Harry D. Sisson, 41 Brenton Terrace, Pittsfield, Mass.
’ zx v Box Taunton, Mass

300 Ellicott St., Buffalo, N. Y
22 Pearl St., Clinton^ Mass’

Providence, R. i’



Coni.,

♦J. N. Ripley, 
Chas. C. Cook, 

♦L. C. Moore,

Com., *Eugene B. Smith, Annnoannlis Minn.
E. h. Anthon^Ave., StW, Minn.

A. 0. Allen, Minneapolis, Minn.
C. M Rawitzer, Minneapolis, Minn.
J• C. Carter,

*H. Earl Cowdin, 
♦George E. Cogshall,

741 'Clancy Ave., N. E., Grand Rapids, Mich.
* Wai ter L. Rayries,

84 N. Wabash Ave., Battle Creek, Mich.
715 Saginaw St., Flint, Mich.

1026 W. Grand Blvd., 'Detroit, Mich.
650 Atkinson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

♦Charles R. Cowdin, 220 Tennyson Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Lewis A. Markham, 9545 Prairie Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

♦Charles L. Pitcher, 176 Jackson St., Coldwater, Mich. 
♦George W. Swift, 4340 Trumbull Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
♦Harry M. Marion,

515 So. Westnedge St., Kalamazoo, Mich. 
William B. Hartzog, ' Mason, Mich.
William A. Sparling, 2640 Oakland Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

♦Byron >L. Snook, R. F. 'D., Metamora, Mich.
♦Arthur E. Lewis, Postoffice, Detroit, Mich.
*Wm. H. iMalone, 818 So. Pleasant St.,- Belding, Mich. 

Delegates, *H. Frank Finch, a , «.. .
800 Union Ave., S. E., Grand Rapids, Me. 

♦A W <?haw R. F. D., Ypsilanti, Mien.• A’ xr AT 1Y South Haven, Mich.-G. «H. 'Merkle, soulu

MINNESOTA.

11
♦Walter E. Finney, 223 Sandwich St- th* James P. Skehan, 22 Shernian st? Mass. 
Jesse H. Wilkinson, 688 River St nton’ Mass- 
Daniel C. Staples, ?ark> Mass.

♦Fred W. Perkins, 249 Huron Ave Mass-
John Buckley, 14 Mt. Pleasant St Ea??^6’ 'Mass- 

♦Edward J. Goodman, Mst Lynn, Mass.
246 Blue Hill Parkwav Miif-nn at ♦John A. Bartlett, 22 Thacher St RroLi J ’ Mass- 

Francis A. Perry, er St” Brookton, Mass.
204 North Beacon St., Watprtnwn iw

283 Elliott st- S:
Walter B. Scott, 101 DalV’st^xbury Mass' 

*G. E. Whitney, 25 High St„

iMICHIGAN.

—., *R°y J’.1^0^’ 205 N- Durand Ave., Jackson, Mich, 
past Com., Frederick C. Stillson,

135 Orchard Ave., Battle Creek, Mich 
♦Frederick J. McMurtrie,

5123 So. Martindale Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
♦Edgar R. Henderson.

9920 Kercheval Ave., Detroit, Mich.
Carson City, 'Mich.



12

MISSOURI.

Com.,

i

423 Edmond -St., St. Joseph, Mo.

J. C. Lee,

4040 Columbus Ave.,
436 Second Ave.,

Wm. G. Helm, 
A. J. Albrecht, 
C. A. Dorsey, 
L. L. Roberts, 
Jacob J. Couch, 
Edward Brandie, 
H. S. Salisbury, 
CvV. XX. uUUU, __ 

Delegates, *A. R. Wilson, 
♦C. G. Closson,

Past Com., Fred E. Ernst, 201 E. Highland St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
E. E. Schoening, 
Oscar R. Fries,

423 Edmond St., St. Joseph, Mo.
3417 Osage St., St. Louis, Mo.

423- Edmond St., St. Joseph, Mo.

I

xjl. u. uauouuij, -xxjU rjumuuu ul., ul.
Geo. A. Wood, 2809 Linwood Blvd., Kansas City, Mo.

423 Edmond St., St. Joseph, Mo.
426 E. Fair Ave., Independence, Mo.

NEBRASKA.
Com., J. c. Lee, Kipp Building, Hastings, Neb.
Past Com., *F. p. Corrick, 412 Brownell Block, Lincoln, Neo.

Pelham A. Barrows, .
236 N. Templeton Ave., Huntington Park, ua • 

F. e. Way, Wahoo, Neb.
■Geo. F. Woltz, Fremont, -W
Albert J. Galley, Columbus, Ohl
H. W. Rogers, Fremont, Ne •

Alexandria, Minn

Minneapolis, -Minn
Minneapolis,, Minn
Alexandria, Minn

St. Paul, Minn

S. Ed Blumer, 
Herman Rabich, 

♦William Schneider, 
3538 Washington Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

Charles C. Wippo,
3944 Lexington Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

Darius A. Brown, 519 Gloyd Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 
4764 Milentz Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

2405 So. Broadway, St. Louis, Mo. 
c/o T. B. Shannon Co., Iola, Mo. 

4104 Hyde Park, Kansas City, Mo.

Ko^y-fouRtk

T. T. Warham, Minneapolis, Min.
• Geo. F. Drake, St Paulj »n.

John Harrison, Duluth, am®”-
George^Turner, Temple Court, Minneapolis’ Min®' 
George D. Bentley, Minneapolis, ifoj®®-
L. Benshoof, Detroit, Minn
A. L. Kinkead, Huron s rV
W. J. Hiland, '65 Charlton St., St. Paul Min.’ 
Daniel Sharp, Brookings, South Dakn?;
Fred A. Thompson,

4618 Pillsbury Ave., Minneapolis, Minn 
William A. Downs, Alexandria^ Minn
j. V. Dexter, Detroit, Minn’

*S. B. Chilson, un-
5236 Second Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn

A. E. Alger, 
Delegates, George E. Bailey,

E. J. Storms,
*C. T. Garth wait,
♦C. B. Doran,

Charles A. Patterson, 2620 East Third St., Joplin, Mo.

5010 Gravois Ave., St. Louis, Mo.
4129 Hartford St., St. Louis, -Mo’

Fred W. Miller, 4958 Sutherland Ave., St. Louis, Mo.
403 Main St., Cape Girardeau, Mo.

Postoffice, Cape Girardeau, Mo.
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Delegates,

Hillsboro, N. 11.Coni.,

Hill, Somerville, Mass.

*M. W. Ayers,

James M. 'Mathews,

Richard F. Cross, 
George H. Bailey, 
Frank M. Cunningham,

Chelsea 1—
Robert C. Woerner,

Com., *M. w. Ayers, 
Past Com., Jas. B. Adams,

Geo. A. Eberly, 
R. F. Strother, 
L. W. Hague, 
William I-I. Smith, 
Frank Mills, 
Paul Goss, 
Bert Morledge, 
George N. Stille, 
Moses P. O’Brien, 

* Hiram Myers, 
*C. T. Smith,

n j. ---• •
483, Inglewood, Cal.

Somersworth, N. H.
Manchester, N. H.

Concord, N. H.
Beachmond, Mass.

Troy, N. H.
Concord, N. H.

Troy, N. H.
Concord, N. H.

Haverhill, Mass.
Kenne, N. H.
Dover, N. H.

Claremont, N. H.
Milford, N. H.

41. Pine St., Concord, N. H.
Lyman B. Whittemore, 52 Lowell St., Nashua, N. H.

Suncook, N. H.
Alton, N. H.

Exeter, N. H.
Nashua, N. H.

Raymond, N. H.
Keene, N. H.

Hillsboro, N. H.
Portsmouth, N. H.

New London, N. H.
Seabrook, N. H.
Raymond, N. H.

Keene, N. H.
Alton, N. H.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
* Daniel W. Cole, 

Past Com., *Michael Crowley,
187 Pearl St., Winter 

James H. Joyce, 
Cyrus H. Little, 
Henry E. Chamberlain, 
William R. Blake, 
Linwood B. Emery, 
Carl II. Foster, 
Warren C. Brown. 
Arthur J. Boutwell, 
Samuel S. Smith, 
Harry L. Lewis, 
Martin P. Bennett, 
Henry S. Richardson, 
Eugene H. Manning, 

*Alonzo W. Elliott,

eXcaMPMENt

J. Kirkwood Craig, 
Oscar E. Davis, 
Stewart Everett Rowe, 
Freeman H. Hoyt, 
Jonathan I-L Johnson, 
Arthur J. Griffith, 
Jackson C. Carr, 
Martin E. Tilley,

* Evarts W. Messer, 
Delegates, D. W. Blake,

*C. J. .M. Mathon, 
Cleon E. Heald,

*T. H. Estes,
NEW JERSEY.

39 Edgewood Rd., Bloomfield, N. J.

1315 Atlantic Ave., Atlantic City, N. J. 
dames ivi. iviaihews, R. F. D. No. 4 Trenton, N. J. 
Robert J. Van Houten, 165 Jasper St., ^aterson, N. J.

231. Edgar Place, Elizabeth, N. J. 
Review-Gazette, Atlantic, N. J.

Bank Bldg., Atlantic Cjty^K 
Box C2, ’

Stanton, Neb. 
Columbus, Neb 

Minden, Neb
2101i°w°U11th 13th St-
2101 Washington St., Lincoln; Neb

' 100°3XJ5 St HTa?tinfs’ Neb 
ons r>n i LSt’ Llncoln. Neb o08 Barker Block, Omaha, Neb

Lincoln, Neb 
Omaha, Neb
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J.

J.

I

R. M. Genthner,

1-

Frank Parker, 
♦William Funk, 
*F. C. Caster,
A. C. Powell,

* Percy C. Davenport, 
♦Frank P. Cadmus,

E. W. Hatch, 
W. S. Oberdorf, 
W. H. Robertson, 
Lewis J. Macy, 
A. G. Courtney, 
E. W. Estes, 

♦Ralph Sheldon,

Samuel E. Lueck, 
John L. Reeger,

Com.,
Past Com., James E. Purdy,

. - ", Box 76/ Linwood
E. Jones, 1001 Broad St., '

105 Oak St., Weehawke-

NEW YORK.
♦Walter IS. Beilby, 164 Woodbine Ave., Rochester, N. Y.

FORW-F0U8Tlt

„ , \ Geutieu, 70 Main St., Penns Grove xr , 
Torbn W. Robbins, , 128 16th St., Paterson’, £ } 
Chas. C. LaAueUC6e5’o Rutherford Ave., Trenton N

it Pennell, Box 76, Linwood nt t’Theodore E. Jones, 1001 Broad St., Bloomfield’ ft } 
Xed G Hansen, 105 Oak St., Weehawken; ft £ 
Joseph N. La>m129’so. Broad St.,. Penns Grove, N j 

John D. IIoplR(Jck Road, Glen Rock, Paterson, N 
william H Good. 827 Stuyvesant Ave., Trenton, N j 
WHMam J. Lenox, 366 First Ave., Elizabeth, N. 

*John A. M’onmouth St., Gloucester City, \\ J. 

Henry Be^el^ail voort Place, Town of Union, N. 
irrnest W. McCann,Line 130 N. R. I. Ave., Atlantic City, N. j

-TiprhPrtD Williams, 239 Jackson St., Trenton, N. .1. 
Wni M Stuart, 566 Boyden St., Camden, N. j. 
Herman Schioeder,^ palisade Ave , union Hill, N. J. 

♦rpnrze H Carter, 205 S. Clinton Ave., Trenton, N. J. *Geoige . v , , 2i3 jane iS(." Weehawken> N j
872 Revere Ave., Trenton, N. J. 

, Hendberg, 22 Fairwood Road, Madison, N. .J.Delegates, * William^ H enuue &, East 21st st, Paterson> N T
9 Zabriskie St., Jersey City, N. J. 

p. O. Box 102, Bloomfield, N. J, 
613T Market St., Gloucester City, N. J.

Atlantic City, N. J. 
Atlantic City, N. J

: 351 Weirfield ‘St., Brooklyn, N. Y.
Mortimer J. Downing,

22 East 65th St., New York, N. Y.
14 Wall St., New York, N. Y. 

Dansville, N. Y.
Nunda, N. Y. 

Pulaski,, N. V. 
Cazenovia, N. Y.

2250 Ryer Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Lyons, N. Y. 

Isaac H. Smith, G05 Washington St., Peekskill, N. Y. 
R. M. Genthner, M Y47 Thorndale Terrace, Rochester, in. J- 
J. C. Sawyer, Beacon, N. x.
W. (B. Moynihan, 73 Warwick Ave., Rochester, • 

♦Frank K. Maples, 188 Cornelia St., Brooklyn, £. • 
Charles H. E. Moran, North Adam ,

♦Charles F. Sherman, k Y.46 South 4th Ave., Mt. Vernon, N- y 
Geo. E. 'Snyder, R. F. D. No. 1, Alb ,



Charles H. Heimsoth,

OHIO.

John A. Bommhardt, 231

*E. L. Horton, 
Walter K. Bailey, 
Judson Cole, 
Joy S. Rosa,

E.NcAM^fBNT

Charles Vetter, 
Edwin W. Sanford, 

*Wm. H. Klein, 
■Milton E. Gibbs, 
Edwin A. Bolton, 
Bert H. 'Bentley, 
J. Harris Loucks, Municipal Gas Bldg?

♦Claude L. Drake, 
♦George B. Gathers, 
♦George Johnson, 
♦Bert M. Wiley, 
♦Isadore Lang, 
*C. L. Messer,
E. J. VanTine,

C. E. Mitchell,
139 Grand Ave., Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

Ithaca, N. Y.
20 Newton Ave., Binghamton, N. Y.

32 Eagle St., Fredonia, N. Y.
1004 West St., Utica, N. Y.

Albert J. Clark, 
George W. Luff, f 
Herman L. Lange, 

♦Neil D. Cranmer, 
♦Arthur J. Abbott, 

Delegates, *Julius Isaacs, 
*C. J. Ehrman, 
♦J. Horace Nims,

tn ,’ .5 .Roch?ster,

A. S. Miller,
A .R. Vosbury,
E. T. Hipwell,
Henry Hempstead,
C. T. Quinn,

180 Genessee Park Blvd., Rochester, N. Y. 
Penn Yan, N. Y.

174 Paine St., Cohoes, N. Y. 
214 West 13th St., Elmira, N. Y.

8 Barman Ave., Kingston, N. Y.

15
67 W. 12th St., New York, N. Y.

212 State St., Albany, N. Y.
'Postoffice, Syracuse, N. Y.

E. & B. Bldg., Rochester, N. Y.
2112 Fifth Ave., Troy, N. Y.

Glens Falls, N. Y.
-------- Albany, N. Y.♦Theodore C. Cazeau,

434 Mercantile Bldg., Rochester, N. Y.,nHQVlP«J H T4oim«nth,
130 E. 125th St., New York, N. Y.

711 Charlotte St., Utica, N. Y.
911 E. Fayette St., Syracuse, N. Y.
, 224 Church St., New York, N. Y.

Brownlow Bldg., Elmira, N. Y.
234 Broad St., Oneida, N. Y.

Room 5, City Hall, New York, N. Y.
202 Milnor Ave., Lackawanna, N. Y.

608 Helen St., Syracuse, N. Y.
Charles Manheimer, 58 Wyckoff St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

’ T ~ 1 63 East Eric Ave., Elmira, N. Y.
Ill Furman St., Syracuse, N. Y.

Canastota, N. Y.
123 Central St., Watertown, N. Y.

50 Church St., New York, N. Y.
473 Elk St., Albany, N. Y.

507 Brisbane Bldg., Buffalo, N. Y.
Alternates,’Aflain Mstinan, 406 East Laurel St., Syracuse, N. Y.

Com., *Jacob Geib.
Past Com., E. Howard Gilkey, 

*F. W. Myers, 
Fillmore Musser, 
L. Vern Williams, 
D. Q. Morrow,

♦A. E. B. Stephens, 
F. W. Hendrix,

*H.
C. H. A. Palmer, 

*W. S. Reeder,
W. T. Shrieve, 

*P. F. Yengling,

New Philadelphia, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio

Lisbon, Ohio 
Portsmouth, Ohio 

Columbus, Ohio 
Hillsboro, Ohio

Bodman Bldg., Cincinnati, Ohio
• W. Hendrix, Dayton, Ohio
• V. Speelman, 1652 Hobart St, N. W, Wash, D. C.

TT A Cleveland, Ohio
60 Burton St, Dayton, Ohio 

Lancaster, Ohio 
Bassett Road, Bay Village, Ohio 

The Arcade, Cleveland, Ohio



forty.]16

)

Court

r

Com.,
Past Com., Louis M. Wagner,

New 
146 Garfield 'St*'

OREGON.
U. S. Nat’l Bank Bldg., Salem, Ore.

500 Henry Bldg., Portland, Ore.
1314 Halsey St., Portland, Ore.

800 East 70th St., North, Portland, Ore. 
Bandon, Ore.

7213 30th Ave., S. E., Portland, Ore.
Court House, Salem, Ore.

♦Frederic A. Godcharles, laoiN.rium-^422 Walnut St., Philadelphia,

R. «-■ .Ge0. H. Stebbins.

Com.. B. F. Pound,
Past Com., Frank McCrillis,

C. E. Foster, 
Delegates, S. P. Olin.

C. B. Zeek. 
Alternates,*C. F. Carey,

U. Grant Boyer,
PENNSYLVANIA.

125 N. Front St., MUton. Ort.

j. Williams, 46 W. Patterson Ave., Colur

6020 Hamilton Ave., Cincin- 
Michael G. Heintz, 1

Provident Bank Bldg.,
R. L. Atchison, 
F. W. Combs.
T. L. Aughinbaugh,
Thomas E. Long, 
Custer Snyder. 

♦Jonas P. Shrieve, 
Charles E. Stebbins,

A. K. Myers.
* William B. Martin, 

807 
Wm. H. Brown, 

♦William A. Selz, 
♦Elmer E. Boden, 

Delegates, *John Burkhardt, 
Sylvis Garver.

*W. J. Schultz, 
♦Charles Cromer, 
*E. M. Lowe, 
♦John Seymour, 
W. E. Mason, 
J. F. Eichorn, 

♦Ed. S. Wilson, 
♦George E. Waller,

Alternates, L. G. Blair, 
L. C. Penn, 

♦William Couts, 
Ralph Kornvely, 
C. G. Cook, 

♦J. T. Earl, 
A. F. Held, 
A. E. Foltz, 
William Carouthers, 

*C. H. Weber,

mbus. Ohio 

4na«. Ohio

Phiuaa'E;
■ 1 . Dayton, Ohio 

Lorain, Ohio 
Lancaster, Ohio 
Covington, Ry P Ramsey, 428 E. Grace St., Louisville, Ky 

p Ross Newport, KyAlex. Hamilton. Newport, Ky.
Victor I. CartwllfoY8 South 28th St., Louisville, Ky 

_ 808 Chestnut St., Toledo, Ohio

■ W. Tremont St., Massillon, Ohio 
Cambridge, Ohio 

16 Buckeye St., Dayton, Ohio 
Court House, Akron, Ohio 

Canton, Ohio 
Defiance, Ohio 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
Mansfield, Ohio 

Orville, Ohio 
Ashtabula, Ohio 
Lancaster, Ohio 

Dayton, Ohio 
18 East Sth Ave., Columbus, Ohio 

Alliance, Ohio 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Mt. Vernon, Ohio 
■Massillon, Ohio 
Mansfield, Ohio 

Minerva, Ohio 
Massillon, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Akron, Ohio 
Toledo, Ohio 

House, Columbus, Ohio
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2747 N. Lawrence 'St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Box

Frank Tapper, IIS’! Wo(?d SC,

H. R. F. Oehmler,

J. H. G. Rentzel, 
*Fred R. House,
W. H. Stambaugh, 
W. «S. Hess,

♦A. M. Rowe, 
*W. 'IT. Heath, 
»Wm. C. Davis, 
*S. Sears, 
*E. Schaefer, 
*S. E. Peters,

City Hall, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Milton, Pa.

Reading, Pa. 
Lancaster, Pa. 
Swissvale, Pa.

Henry Stewart, 
Roy F. Witman, 
C. C. McLain, 
Dallas Dillinger, Jr.,

* James N. Smith, 
Delegates, *Wm. R. McGirr, 

*E. W. Young, ;
*C. O. Hohe,
*A. W. Scott,
Wm. H. Clark, 

-Jean Whitehead, 
Walter Horn,

*Geo. P. McHenry, 
♦Henry C. Busch,

F. M. Hartzell, 
-Robert E. Hopkins, 
♦H. H. Hammer,
Charles J. Miller, 4-11 West Lemon St.
JJcrman 1VT -innn t ’

Walter E. Smith,

(Sheriff’s Office), Philadelphia, Pa.

9504 Manle Ave., N. S„ Pittsburgh, Pa. 
11 4541 Carroll St., Pittsburgh, Pa.
e1, mq p Wallace St., New Castle, Pa. 
, tos E. 4th Ave., Altoona, Pa. 
”g’’ 600 N."16th St., Harrisburg, Pa.

Mt. Carmel, Pa. 
McKeesport, Pa. 
Sharpsburg. Pa.

Box 322, Laurel Springs, N. J.
121 Hazel Ave., Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Sunbury, Pa.

James Harwood Closson,
6116 Greene St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Horace M. Lowry, 
Charles L. John, 
Wildun Scott, 
A. S. Moulthrop, 

■’■Samuel S. Horn, 
Alfred G. Loyd, 
Lincoln .S. Ramsey, 

*C. C. Fulton,
D. Sherman Smith, 156 East King St., Lancaster, Pa. 

-John E. Sautter, 405 Hampton Ave., Wilkinsburg, Pa.
Yeadon, Pa. 

Hellertown, Pa.
Francis Callahan, 
Titus M. Ruch, 
William II. Pensyl, 

105 North Mass. Ave., Atlantic City, N. J.
William D. MacBryar, Park Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Ralph M. Campbell, New Castle, Pa.

* Walter C. M'abie,
2227 South Ninth 'St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Charles F. Miller, Board of Trade Bldg., Scranton, Pa. 
Gettysburg, Pa. 
Minersville, Pa.

Indiana, Pa. 
Allentown, Pa. 

Mt. Carmel, Pa.
3215 Disston St., Philadelphia, Pa.

5137 Catharine St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Emaus, Pa.

202 Ripka Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 
2329 S. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa.

118 Durfer St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Allentown, Pa.

Indiana, Pa.

Herman M. Rebele, 1300 La Clair 'St"

„ ra at t 623 North Howard St., Allentown, Pa
T-Inrnrfi i\i I .nwrv T x “•

_ Indiana, Pa.
R. F. D. No. 6, Pottstown, Pa.

Forsythe, Mo.
DuBois, Pa.

P. O. 'Box 51, Easton, Pa.
613 Arrott Bldg.. Pittsburgh, Pa.

907 Moss St., Reading, Pa.
_____ Mauch Chunk, Pa.
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I.

Providence, R. I.

Com., Fred C. Gilson, 
Past Com., Fred L. Eaton, 

*E. T. Griswold,
Herbert S. Foster, 
Frank L. Green, 
Ira E. Morse, 
E. E. Perry, 
Clinton J. Smith,

Charles A. Davenport, 
John H. Bailey, Jr., 

♦Louis H. Knox, 
Claude W. Perry,

Frank J. Clinton, 
Orray T. Mason,

I
I i

*Wm. Zimmerman,
RHODE ISLAND.

Emerson L. Adams, 
Enoch A. Hoyt, 
Ralph L. Cheek, 
Frank P. Ballou, 

♦Robert L. Ward,
Delegates, *Thomas A. Miley,

Storrs T. Richmond,
173 Pocasset 

Alternates, John McCurdy, Jr.,
Walter F. Oatley, 15 Massie

VERMONT.

C°m'’ ------- 4.1 XI
Past Com., Thomas M. Sweetland, 

William IM. P. Bowen,

Chas. Young, 
♦A. L. Weinstock, 
♦John H. Wallace, 

2129
Chas. Launtz, 
C. F. Aument, 

♦John A. Hamilton, 
♦Elmer Abel,

Alternates* John E. Wightman, 
*W. Heller, 
♦A. S. Rhoads, 
♦Geo. T. Yeaple, 
*George Stakeman, 
A. J. Eberle, 

♦Edw. McBride, 
W. W. Stevenson, 
E. Metz,

John W. Maguire, 452 Firglade Ave., Providence, R i 
” " Broad St., Pawtucket, R. f.

958 R. I. Hospital Trust Bldg., Providence, R. I 
Frank J. Clinton, 184 Clifford St., Providence, R. I,' 
Orray T. Mason, Providence, R. £
Charles H. Young, 189 Clarence St., Providence, R. I. 
Edward S. Moulton,

1003 Turks Head Bldg., Providence, R. I. 
East Wareham, 'Mass.

Anthony, R. I. 
Warwick, R. I.

77 N. Main St., Pawtucket, R. I. 
♦Charles P. Hall, 209 Oak Hall Bldg., Pawtucket, R. I. 
♦Charles W. Senior, 3’61 Plainfield St., Providence, R. f.

86 Richards St., Auburn, R. I.
P. O. Box 74, Olneyville, R. I.

192 Meadow St., Pawtucket, R. I.
11 Shore Road, Riverside, R. I.

144 Pine St., Providence, R. I. 
P. 0. Box 654, Providence, R. I.

Ave., Providence, R. I- 
East Providence, R. I- 
Ave., Providence, R. I-

K0,!TY-^vaTa

224 E. Ross St., Lancaster’ Pa. 
imperial; p®’ 
Nazareth, pa' 

Carmel, pa' 
^nersviIle’ £ 

Milton, pa
308 Woodville Ave AlJ^k’ Pa-
3431 Tilton St., Philate"'

Station J. Philadelphia’ pa' 
6 Dean Block, New Castle na' 

---------------------------------- 803 E. 3rd St., Oil Citv na' 
B. J. Burkett, 1326 Kenilworth St., Philadelnhin’ na' rr:------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1 Hid, Pa.
----------- , Mt. Carmel, pa.

St. Johnsbury, Vt. 
Sioux City, Iowa 

Bennington, Vt.
No. Calais, Vt.
St. Albans, Vt.
Cambridge, Vt.

Williamstown, Vt.
Richmond, vt.
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2925 Colby Ave.Delegates,

Alternates,

I i

Com.,
Past Com.,

Robert C. Smith,
John B. Ripley,
C. E. Bliss,
Herbert S. Thompson,

25 So. Union St.,

S. A. Locke, 4106 South Yakima St., Tacoma, Wash.
B. W. Coiner, Bankers Trust Bldg., Tacoma, Wash.

U.S. Senate, Washington, D. C.
State House, Olympia, Wash.

19 Bradley Road, Tacoma, Wash.

B. W. Coiner, 
Wesley L. Jones, 
Clark V. Savidge, 
W. T. Cavanaugh, 
Charles E. Plimpton,

Box 572, R. F. D. 2, Seattle, Wash.

Fred E. Terrill, ! 
Chas. G. McGaffey, 
Harry S. Howard. 
Roy J. Brown, 
George T. Brigham. 
Arthur H. Robinson, 
R. B. Gleason, 
John P. Hoadley, 
C. R. Davenport. 
Lucius H. Gordon, 
A. L. Ware, 
Charles G. Daniels, 

^Israel F. Lassor, 
*Carl C. Rollins, 

Delegates, A. C. Archer, 
W. A. Reed, 
R. L. Alleru, 

"Harry C. Stickney, 
*Leon IL Bosworth,

WASHINGTON.

Burlington, Vt 
Windsor, Vt 

East Calais, Vt 
Windsor, Vt 

Burlington, Vt 
Burlington, Vt 
Burlington, Vt 

Brandon, Vt 
Barre, Vt 

v Barre, Vt 
Manchester Center, Vt 

Wallingford, Vt 
Barton, Vt 

Lyndonville, Vt 
Chester, Vt 
Rutland, Vt 
Rutland, Vt 

Barre, VI 
Springfield, Vt 

Chelsea, VI 
Barre, Vl 

Springfield, Vt 
Chester, Vt

WISCONSIN.
Com., -Henry A. Goldsmith, 1185 28th St., Milwaukee, Wis.
Past Com., Charles H. Hudson, Milwaukee’, Wis.

A- 5rr.a^and’ La Crosse, Wis.
W. C. Winter, Plover, Wis.
B. S. Fox, Racine, Wis.
B. F. Armstrong,

Charles B. Wood,
229 E. San Fernando Blvd., Burbank, Cal. 

Edgar ‘M. Swan, Vancouver, Wash.
Charles L. Chamberlain, Colfax, Wash.
Eugene Carr, Bankers Trust Bldg., Tacoma, Wash. 
C. Randall Bubb,

724 Puget Sound Bank Bldg., Tacoma, Wash. 
Frank C. Shipley, 230 W. 90th St., Los Angeles, Cal. 
E. Weldon Young, Cobb Bldg., Seattle, Wash. 
John W. Manley, 7409 S. Cedar St., Tacoma, Wash. 
M. E. Langford, 7409 So. Cedar St., Tacoma, Wash. 
Elmer H. Bartlett,

East 3618 22nd Ave., Spokane, Wash. 
C. S. L. .McLean, 2925 Colby Ave., Everett, Wash. 
r S Young 7831 46th Ave., Seattle, Wash.
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1315 Majestic

Wig,

♦Felix A. Kremer, 
J. E. Waldron, 
H. S. Siggelko, 
Otto F. Berner, 
E. T. Fairchild, ( 
Lew Wallace McComb, 

♦W. R. Graves, 
J. G. Bogart, 

♦Jesse T. Drake, 
♦A. Huelsman,
C. J. Brewer, 
H. C. Mock, 
C. D. Donaldson, 

Delegates, *Harry Moore, 
*R. E. Arthur, 
♦Guy W. Green,

KORt^ov8th

Eau Claire’ w’8, 

MAadiS0n’ ft- Caswell Block, Mil^- W 
Prairie du^-011-’ ft’ 
«*• &

Eau Claire w ,

;g:Altoona’, ft



CONFERENCE OF DIVISION OFFICERS

with
I will call

Encampment, 
A., Grand Rapids, 
a. m.

Held in conjunction with 'Fortv-fnnwh a Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans U ^nnual 
Michigan, Monday, August 31, 1925, 10 o’clock

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Before we proceed further ’ 
this conference, 1 would like to know .who is here. I ••• 
the roll of Divisions, and those present please respond:

(The roll was called and the following responded:)
Connecticut: Charles F. Sarles.
Indiana:

Past Commander-in-Chief McGuire.
Past Division Commander T. Warren Allen.
Delegate Rufus O’Hare.
Delegate A. W. Wallace.

Iowa: Delegate W. H. Ebersole.
Maine:

Past 'Division Commander Waldo H. Perry.
Past Division Commander William W. Jewett.
Division Commander Albert DeHaven.
Delegate John Flye.

Massachusetts:
Past Division Commander Fred E. Upham.
Division Secretary W. L. Anderson.
Division Commander Henry F. Weiler.
Delegate John Bartlett.

Michigan:
Past Division Commander Charles C. Cowdin.

'Past Division Commander Frederick J. McMurtrie. 
Division Commander Roy T. Kaywood.
Division Secretary Glenn F. Wigent.

Missouri:
Delegate A. R. Wilson.
Delegate C. G. Closson.
Past Division Commander William C. Schneider.
Junior Vice Division Commander H. H. Crittenden.

New Hampshire: _ _Past Division Commander Evarts W. Messer.
Division Commander Daniel W. Cole.

New York:
Division Commander Walter S. Benny.
Jesse E. Light, Syracuse, N. Y.

Ohio: Division Commander Jacob Geib.
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PeDDivSnaCommander Frederic A. Godcharles.
Delegate John A. Hamilton.
Past Division Commander Robert E. Hopkins.

Rhode Island:
Past Division Commander Charles P. Hall.
past Division Commander Robert L. Ward.

Vermont: 'Past Division Commander Carl C. Rollins.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: For your information ;uq 

few announcements. They have two times here, as you have 
served fast and slow. It is now nine minutes past c’_. 
fast or city or daylight saving time. Slow time is 
standard time, or central time or railroad time. Apparently 
hotels all accept the slow time, but the meetings will all be 
on the fast time in order not to conflict with the 
ments. If we do not do that we will be in conflict with the 
arrangements. I am making the announcement of this in . 
that you may be informed and tell others with whom you 
come in contact.

I called this meeting, a sort of a round table conference of 
the sitting and Past Division Commanders and Commanders-in 
Chief (in fact, for the attendance of any one who has an in
terest in the work of the order) following the custom of the' 
past few years on the one hand, and also because, as the days 
have gone by in the last year, I have become more and more 
convinced of the great desirability of what I term round table 
conference. It is the only way, in my judgment, whereby we 
can have any constructive action. In the heat and passion of 
the Encampments it is all hurrah, and we all enjoy them, but 
the plans are laid in a more quiet atmosphere, to say the least.

It is hoped by this meeting, which is entirely informal, to 
have an exchange of views, an exchange of thought on the mat
ters which concern us all.

In the course of this Encampment I may express many ideas 
that may be in conflict with some others, but I want you all to 
know that I recognize one thing, and that is that we have a 
varied membership, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
and composed of men of various ideas. It is really this condi
tion which is responsible for what we now call “home rule.” 
Our Constitution has been almost emasculated to give the re
spective Camps the right to cut loose, as it were, and to give 
them the power to run their Camps the way they felt they 
would accomplish most. I do not know whether it has been 
wholly successful or not, because I find some of the smaller 
Camps are timid and want to see some guiding rule written 
down in black and white, and when it is not so ■written they 
seem to be lost.

I think it would be well, possibly, to have some sort of a 
manual, not a hard and fast rule, but a manual for the guidance 
of those Camps that wish it. They can follow if they see it 
written.

It was called to my attention last night that in the re-writ
ing of the ritual something had been omitted from the genera 
instructions concerning method of electing members. One Camp 
wanted to know how many black balls rejected. In this Cai p
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new Camp Commanders.

ported in as they should, and I found that up to February 20th, 
twenty days after the reports should have been in, the tabula
tion of the reports that I got showed speaking in even figures, 
thirty-one per cent of the Camps in our Order were delinquent, 
either- for per capita tax, or reports, or both.

Now, there is the trouble. If the delinquent is gotten after 
by the Camp ‘Secretary-Treasurer before he has accumulated s 
a piled up indebtedness, he won’t drop out.

The same is true with reference to
if the Division keeps after them. And I am sony 
suggest to. the Division Officers that it i-------
them.

I have not been able personally to exe^
but I tried to give as cordial a note to mj 
^ne can at least do that.

One of the troubles seems to have

fhe question came up and they decided for thpn^- i vould reject, just as formerly provided in “^elve: 
didn't like the idea of deciding for themselves-

it written down in black and white ’ 
t0 put forth the idea of letting each group govern 
Apparently, however, some of them do not like to 
selves.

Although we may express ideas, and I 
you do not like and with which you do not agree’ I 
know that I recognize the other man’s viewpoint 1 
ideas based too much on a conception of what c - 
duty is- I do not think the Order has ever lived up'to7ts7nX‘ 
tunity- 'But I may want to see it do too much ‘ 1 01 P

It is my intention to give every one here 
something.

I had suggested that we have a conference of Division Sop™ 
taries at this same place and time. The conclusion has been 
brought home very strongly to me that the successful Divisions 
are those which have permanent headquarters, a permanent Sec 
retary-Treasurer; a paid officer, if you wish it; a permanent offl- 
cer that feels a certain responsibility.

In this last year, as my report tomorrow will show you, we 
installed about 30 new Camps, and took in about 5000 new mem
bers; during the same time, however, we dropped 43 Camps, and 
also dropped 6200 members. The year therefore closses with a 
net loss of 1200 members.

That does not, of course, give me any especial concern. It 
happens to be one of the off years. If you look at the list itself 
and the towns, you will see that it follows a certain tendency. 
It may have been a reaction to some of my open letters; at any 
rate some Divisions have seen fit to “clean house" or “cut out 
the dead wood,” and apparently have dropped quite a number 
of. Camps.

It may be interesting to you to know that I made a survey. 
I started out to get a list of the sitting Camp Commanders, the 
new Camp Commanders. I wanted to know who the Com
manders were, and I wanted to know if any of them had not re

may have
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either could not, or would not, do the Hings which  
the Camp. • , r,

Then too, we have organized Camps and Divisions „ 
too few members to justify any hope of them ever su'?th tar 
and then we have gone off and left them. We get a new^^ 
together and install them, and say to them, "Here are v buncl> 
Auctions; go to it!” and then leave them in bewiiZ°Ur 
and that is the beginning of the end, right there. derihent;

Let us take a cross section, and what will the report „ 
National Secretary show? It will show that the last ♦ the 
vears we have instituted 1677 new Camps. Throughout !Pty 
same period we have dropped 1448 Camps. During that L -at 
we have taken in a total of 179,63*6 new members, but w<?triOd 
dropped 156,525. The outgo has been almost equal tn tL .e 
come. Why is it? the m-

These are some of the reasons that appear to me 
nothing to hold the interest of members after we once 
in, particularly so with the new Camps. •TT\ uci 
and expect them to go to it themselves, and they simply' 
do it.

Take our experience of ten or fifteen years ago when we had 
handed to us, oh, 3, 4, or 5 new Divisions in one year which 
the next year’s reports show we dropped. Take a Division of 
only ten Camps, each Camp with a minimum of fifteen members 
that is a total of 150 members. With the average amount of in 
come from the per capita tax from such a membership is it nos 
sible for such a Division to run. Take a Division especially out 
here in the great open spaces, where it may take a day to get 
from one Camp to another and sometimes several days, how 
could an Inspector on the few cents he would have from the few 
members do any traveling unless he has a private income of his 
own; or even do very much correspondence unless he pays it 
out of his own pocket? What can we expect under such condi
tions?

They have written to me. I had one Division Commander 
write me that he had a Camp 350 miles away which he wanted 
to visit, and that he had only $50.00 in the treasury and he 
■wanted to know how he could do it under these conditions.

These are just a few casual figures.
By and large a Division which succeeds is a Division which 

has a permanent ’Secretary. So I am going to combine this meet
ing and ask Brother Upham to talk to us. 'He continued this 
year in general organization work and he has a paper which he 
tells me won’t occupy more than fifteen minutes, "Looking 
Backward. ”■

Then we have with us Brother Weiler, who for fiteen years 
has been Division Secretary, I think my figures are right, of the 
great Division of Massachusetts, a Division which has made the 
greatest percentage of gains at least in the past ten years o 
any Division, which shows a wonderful spirit and capacity for 
management. He has been honored this year with the office 0 
Division Commander, so in his dual capacity he is in a P0SltJ° 
to give us a worth while discussion from both angles, from rne 
standpoint of the state of the Order and from the intimate 
tions of the Division Secretary, and what can be done as a p
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(Past Division Commander Fred E. Upham nf ivr^ u setts, then read to the Encampment the following paper* ‘

“LOOKING BACKWARD” AND “WHAT’S RIGHT
'SONS OF VETERANS,”

Recently an international daily newspaper published a 
series of articles on the subject “What’s Right with the Movies” 
The particular interesting feature of these articles was the fact 
that there was no mention of what is wrong with the movies 
The wrong, however, appeared in the strong contrast with the 
right.

In the past three years in my work on the National Organi
zation Committee, I have listened to hundreds and I might say 
thousands of statements as to what is wrong with the Sons of 
Veterans.

I have been so thoroughly saturated with this picture of 
wrong that I almost began to think that nothing could be right 
with the Sons of Veterans.

It is sometimes said that a great deal of inspiration
The mind in it’s sub-conscious state often finds 

out things that in our wakeful moments are crowded out by 
the pressure of everyday life.

One evening recently while resting on my porch, overlook
ing the wide expanse of ocean, my thoughts ran over the details 
of some of the efforts of the past few years in building up our 
organization.

I was particularly impressed with the splendid ideas re
cently advanced by Division Commander Weiler of Massachu
setts in his efforts to build “Bigger and better Camps.”

Then the thought followed “What’s right with our organiza
tion.” I probably fell asleep as I soon found myself reviewing 
our organization in the year 1950.

I pictured an ideal organization of great good to our Nation. 
I drifted back through the years to see what had made the great 
change, so you see that my subject “Looking Backward is not 
out of place.

Perhaps as I go on you will say it was certainly some dream, 
but let me say here that many a dream comes true and this one 
can become a reality if we adopt the methods outlined.

In the year 1950 I find we had a splendid organization of 
sons and grandsons of over a million members. Naturauj 
wondered how this had been accomplished.

THE AWAKENING.

I found that in the years 1925 to 27 a 
Place. The exceedingly rapid passing c. 
brought to the minds of the Sons of Veterans 
taking a more active part in the work of their fathers.
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STUDY OF OUR PROBLEMS.

We seemed to

Comparison with older and stronger

members started with simple degrees.

1

to pay
• 10%

Our part in keeping the faith with our fathers, revering 
their memory, but most of all maintaining their ideals. 
part as an organization in keeping this Nation the best in the 
world with liberty and justice in the foreground.

and c°Ver 
height'

™kty.F0Uktii

50% or more members that for life would continue t 
their annual dues promptly but would not do active work.

earnest active workers that would do anything required*
LIABILITIES.

can and we
5 stood.”

TAKING ACCOUNT OF STOCK.

An account of stock showed the following: c.
24 Divisions and about .1000 Camps. 50,000 members a 
OOO eligibles. 80% of tjie membership non-attendants

1 patriotism
- ----n 10 veara

A lack of close co-

ings, partly because of lack of anything other than p 
to interest them. 25,000 members dropped in less than 
and a few more than that number added, 
operation of Divisions and Camps.

ASSETS.

A real study of our problems was taken up. 
lack an incentive to keep our present membership working and 
to interest new members, 
orders was made.

It is a fact that some men will work for money, some will 
work to get into the limelight and others will work without re
ward, they are built that way, but all men expect and are en
titled to credit for what they do.

A study of a much older order revealed the fact that its 
members started with simple degrees. Then they worked up, 
passing through many branches until they reached the top. This 
was the incentive needed in our organization. Something that 
required real work and something that a member would take 
pride in and work for an advance.

My mind then went back to 1924 when one of the Divisions 
tried out the scheme of appointing District Commanders and 
followed the results. The first year or two their work was lit 
different from that of the District Aides.

I learned, however, that the getting together of Division^” 
District Commanders brought out many new ideas. In loo o 
for an incentive, and more activity, the fact was brougn

A Commanderv
5 and 4,000/ 

at meet-

A gain of a thousand or two members a year meant nothin 
Our fathers fought to save the Union then they had a ha‘?& 
fight to build up a Nation of high ideals. barder

The Sons of Veterans at this time realized that <•— 
worth while must be done. The so-called -Red; element all 
the world was extremely active. Disregard for law ; 
was near the breaking point. Gunmen seemed in the 
popularity and difficult to control.

The Sons of Veterans took a stand and said “We cg 
will take up the necessary work for which our fathers

order 
.’.v of
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All of the

It meant something to be a Camp officer. There was an 
opportunity to advance to the staff of a Division Commander 
and perhaps higher up. The day when Past Division Officers 
could go into a neighboring Camp meeting and sit throughout 
the meeting without recognition had passed.

As in the army and elsewhere respect must be shown su
perior officers, so in our organization. The question often asked 
“What does your organization offer” has been answered. c 
had made a secure place in the patriotic field.

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN DIVISION AND DISTRICT OFFICERS.

Divisions used entertainment to bring tog^her.Canw mem- 
bership. Outings were held in the summer < 
the winter. Real workers were put on t..~ - 
Detailed reports of these committees were on 
for use of Camps, as information to run

The chairman of the various ~—-- 
ways ready to help Camps in their wo™-., 
co-operation can hardly be estimated. ---- - 
to the increase of membership, but anotnei 
inent place in the remarkable increase.

mor and social affairs in 
the Division committees. 
—. on file at headquarters 
i similar affairs.

Division committees was al- 
The results of this 
Ll.o foregoing added 
factor had a prom-

that there would be only one Division Commander ■
there was a lack of interest nt Camps to workup.'
The office of District Commander waq „

Division was divided into districts and each d strict had“ir ' The 
District Commander. It became almost as much of an h °Wn 
be a District Commander as a Division Commander. h°n°r t0

Each District Commander had an elected <mUo « 
I10iding the same relative positions as the Division officers Thk 
^'adXe116068 incentlve and opportunity for Camp offilem

The Division officers held a certain number of meetings at 
beadquarters during the year for instruction of District officers 
At these schools of instruction Camp officers were shown how to 
open, run and close their meetings. The model Camp meetings 
were the ones where only thirty minutes were required to k 
care of ordinary business. u LdKC

Entertainment followed the business meeting and was en 
joyed by the allied orders and friends. Local speakers addressed 
these gatherings on live subjects. Local entertainment includ
ing a feed, provided pleasant evenings. Lincoln night, Veterans’ 
night and many special nights were made features of interest.

Great results were obtained by uniformity of methods and 
by the close co-operation of Division and District officers.

The help of “the girls” of the Auxiliaries was of untold 
value. They planned the suppers and entertainments and “the 
boys” paid the bill. Outings, socials, fairs, etc., increased the 
interest and added to the treasury. Such was the beginning of 
the Awakening.

The District Commanders and their -Suites visited each 
Camp in their District and instructed Camp officers in the ritual 
and the performance of floor work. Camp members turned out 
on such nights the same as in other organizations, 
tions were often held on nights of visitations.

It meant something to be a Camp officer.

The day when Past Division Officers
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IN CONCLUSION.

With the activity gained in securing the first 100,000 
bers it was an easy matter to reach the million mar

duty and to show our -patriotism, 
organization like ours, brings out in 
humanity.

In our years of service for the Grand Army of the Republic 
we have learned to become more thoughtful of all men. Ce - 
tainly this Nation could have no better asset than a mlino 
members of sons and grandsons of Veterans who live up to tn 
obligation.

States of America.
The inspiration of our fathers to offer their lives and ser

vices to their Country leads us to be ever ready for a similar 
Membership in a patriotic 
us a kindlier feeling for all

OBTAINING RESULTS.
A small committee of each Camp approached these profes

sional and business men and secured their applications almost 
to a man. This method of appeal, the first year, reached 100,000 
men whose interest have never been secured before. The morale 
of our organization was rapidly changed and we became a strong 
factor for good in the Government of this Nation.

WIIAT’S RIGHT WITH THE SONS OF VETERANS.

We are organized for the purpose of preserving the memory 
of the Veterans of 61-65; to maintain their ideals; to offer fur
ther sacrifices to our Country in case of need; to teach patri
otism; to promote all forms of good Government; to preserve 
law and order and to demand respect for the flag of the United

A hundred thousand gain in one year.
vonrs the cosmopolitan nature of our membershipFor many jeais extenti to appeal to a certain class of 

has failed, to a. cei Ume we b d not d things in a
eligibles becmseup & unifol.m appeal was made by Divisions 
big way. At tms i and business men. This appeal wasand Camps to prows
as follows: can be begt preserved

The welfare of tnm « patriotic You are the c 
vanced by those o a, offered his life in the defense 
a veteran of61-b successfully for this Nation, these 
Country, haj ^maintained their ideals to the end. T 
eratnS influence would destroy all that your father stood 
certain mnuenceb passing, and the organization
T.heSe mtarry oT is known as'ihe Sons of Veterans.

each Veteran to be represented by a son or grand-Wwm vou represent your father or grandfather by enrolling 
son. Will you I se helping it at least to the extent ot pay
in our ^ annual dues (State the amount). Your at- 
!nsiprr^nt our meetings and participation in the same is great
tendance at o greatiy appreciated, but if you are unable
’to takean active part you can at least be a contributing member 
fn the extent of annual dues.

We hand you a pamphlet entitled -Objects and Principles of 
the Sons of Veterans’’ and an application which we sincerely
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of the motion
a second.
C. Schneider, of Mis-

thfoughts ^ed only a few earnest workers'?n each k r:~ 
klity. Let’s get together and make this a reahty.'0

junior Division Vice Commander u H n-i+, , 
uri: I want to offer a motion to thank our hrA?^11' u' 

splendid paper. I know how much trouble w» h ther for 
die west with our chapters, and if it is in orde/i ™the 
splendid dreams, as you may call it, be printed’aL e l'------"
Division Commander and by them sent broadcast d Sent t0 each

Commander-in-chief Coffin: It will be a .part h 
ings of this meeting, and the balance of the motion 1)r“eed- 
will be very glad to entertain if there is » -----'°l °n tle Cllair

Past Division Commander William 
souri: I second the motion.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: All those in favor of the 
please rise. Those opposed rise. It is a unanimous vote

Brother Upham, this vote is registered in approval of your 
efforts in the past We do progress as we emphasize aggressive
ness. I want to thank you for that phrase "what is right with 
the Order" instead of what is wrong with it.

Division Commander Frederic A. Godcharles, of Pennsyl- 
vania: I think that is the trouble with our Order; too many 
look on the dark side. I have had in the last couple of year’s 
an experience that is unique in trying to put across a matter 
by correspondence, and I have over thirty-nine hundred answered 
letters at this moment. Ninety-five per cent of these letters are 
from people who want to join a hereditary organization, or else 
in some way a connecting link that provides for the coming 
members of the Daughters of the Revolution or the Loyal Le
gion. Now if that be true, and this dream of Brother Upham is 
very inspiring to me. and I find it is true, it is going to be true 
with the 'Sons of Veterans; we are going to fill up the member
ship of this organization as fast as the old veteran passes away. 
And what we ought to do is to take up this slogan Brother 
Upham has given us today and show the present organizations 
and the eligibles to this organization, the advantages that are 
theirs by being born eligible to this organization. There is not 
any dark side to this picture. It is our own fault the condition 
we are in, and if we will stop to look at that side, we will get 
where we should be. Let us look at the doughnut instead ot a 
the hole.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: We arc very 
have the remarks of Brother Godcharles.

Now I am going to ask Brother Weiler to entertain us^a 
little while. I-Ie cautioned me that what he: mtg a pttle 
would be a little dry, but if it is, I there tnl

WM&K “«••“
K»>■,.„«ter Henry V

Of course we are all working in diffeient WP’get inspiration 
those points whore the circles overlap, paper on the
from each other, and I feel that you will find any P
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Kjopt nf the duties of a Secretary dull by way of a ,11Kf
? « vou are one of those things. I have found it an 'v?Ct ^h- 
■ntlrpsting work, an arduous duty, but if you -play this ~ emely 
game that you do- not want to jget licked at you can^ ̂ atne, £ 
nTout of it. That is what I do. I believe that is the Div?0?16 
« “retaryship, it is a game. There is no money in it. £ 1011
^nly a very little fun in it, but there is an awful lot "of6!? is 
work but I Play it as a game as many of you play in yo°f 
ness as a game, and you do not- want to get licked at that 
so I Play that way and I try to win, and I have had niy <£?e; 
nointments, our Division of .Massachusetts has twice fallen p’ 
Ee are so many that I could not name them all. You h^ 
find out from your own sources what they are. I won’t tellWu

I always try to talk on the bright side of a picture ti 
Commander-in-chief made a statement that amazed me when h 
stated the number of Camps that were in arrears four years fn 
reports. That is the thing that I do not understand. I did ®/ 
know that it ever happened. How did it happen? if one Of in. 
Camps got two quarters behind I would sit up all night to find 
out about it. There are two Camps that were late in getting in 
their June report, but when I get home they will be in before 
•September 30th, or we will know why. I do not understand 
why they cannot send those reports. I have sent them postage 
to do it, and I will do so.

I brought something with me that will be a little more in
teresting than anything that I could say, and I hope you will 
avail yourself of these exhibits. This talk cannot be made illus
trative, but I can supply you. I have got here some sample 
groups of pamphlets, and these are forms that we use, and if 
there is any Division Secretary here I -will see that he gets one 
of these before he leaves. These ideas may be worth nothing to 
you or they may be worth something. I brought enough copies 
to supply one to each Division, and if any Division takes more 
than one you can supply some other Division. I would like to 
make sure that one reaches the Secretary of every Division. 
Now I can explain these to you.

Division Junior Vice Commander H. H. Crittenden, Mis
souri: Now I live in Kansas, this gentleman lives in St. Louis 
and he has been a member for a great many years, a very active 
member. He can listen very carefully to what Weiler says and 
he can explain to the Secretary who is not here and won’t be 
here, and so in that case it will be handled that way in our state. 
He lives in the same city with the Secretary and I think that 
this is such an important matter that it ought to be taken up at 
a time when Brother Weiler will have plenty of time to explain 
the matter fully, and it appears to me from what I have heard 
that no doubt he has prepared this subject in such a way that it 
will take some time to present it. I therefore move that this be 
postponed until tomorrow morning.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Unless I am greatly disappoint
ed in what I hope to accomplish I think we will be able to hear 
Brother Weiler tomorrow. We will just have an informal dis
cussion on this matter now and take up the matter in the niorn- 
ing before the regular delegates when there will be more present 
than there are at this time, especially in view of the fact ti 
this subject should be of general interest to all.
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Our Senior Vice Commander-

mat Massachusetts ha® pr^pai-e^’a vwy^Xrate ‘3

Poi-ms’gottln’out by"Tlw Comman°de?y-in^ChiIf CpSono
,nd on poor paper, and all that sort of thin?n,.P !y ?rePare<l 
might be. X think somebody told Weiler it he didn’t WtV kin 
go ahead and get out his own; and he did. a L llke Jt t0

It may be that what he has here’ will nnt n* 
every Division, but he has met the situation that conSte him

At any rate we will hear Brother Weiler fnmm™.,. . 
and I wish that you would take it upon yourselves to ’sll'toft 
your Division Secretary is here. Do not think because a par 
ticular form is here that you have to use that. That fe nit the 
thought You are to get all the ideas you can and takl what 
applies to your situation. e "nat

Division Commander Albert DeHaven, of (Maine* I just want 
to say a word I have looked over these forms that Brother 
Weiler has, and we from the state of Maine have adopted prac
tically every one of these and we know how they work. -We hap
pen to be one Division in which we have to go 300 miles to get 
to a Camp at times. It will take three days to get down and 
back by train, and there was one thing that I noticed that we 
have different in the report blank of the returns of your election, 
Brother Weiler. You mark down there that the delegates at 
the last meeting in March, and I believe that national by-laws 
call for elections in December.

Division Commander Weiler, of Massachusetts: September.
Division Commander Albert DeHaven, of Maine: Based on 

the membership ending September 30. We had a little argument 
with our own Secretary, -who is a man just like Brother Weiler 
in regard to that, and we -waited until March so that we could 
get brothers that we knew would go to the Division Encamp
ment, and I would like to adopt that in the national meeting. I 
think it is stretching our by-laws maybe somewhat, but I think 
it is a good thing to stretch them some for the benefit of the 
Order; and if it will be all right next year, I am going to try 
to stretch because I think we can get better delegates by that 
method.

Division Commander Weiler, of Massachusetts: Brother 
DeHaven accused us of violating the law as we did.. We used 
to elect officers in December, but the Coinmandery-in-Chief in 
changing the Constitution includes that particular thing that 
it should be based on the number on September 30, and rathei 
than give strict adherence we are still using this form.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Our Senior Vice Commander
in-Chief is with us and we would like to hear a word from 
Brother Hall.

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Hall: I had no 
of speaking at this time. I have had some knowledge of the 
forms which Brother Weiler has so effectively used in.Massa 
chusetts, but the thing that has been in my mind this morning 
has been not so much the routine work, as valuable :as that is 
but the things Brother Upham started me to thnkimg a bo uL 1 
think the dark side of the picture must be looked at, but it mus^ 
not be dwelt upon. There is no use of our playing
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I think the greatest lesson that we can possibly n 
from a study of the activities of the men who volunteered 
lives in defense of this country in ’61 will come from a t’ 
appreciation of the fact that their greatest service to the c- 
was not rendered on the battlefields, nor during the war, but tn 
the country since the war in making the rank and file - 
citizenship realize the ideals that possessed their souls, 
plause).

I do not think there is any way of getting away from 
They might very well have done this, fought in battles and c- 
home and laid down on their laurels and said, now folks 
have done our part, it is up to you.

They did not do it. They fought the battles. They endured 
hardship. And they came back and pulled themselves together 
and put into actual practice their ideals, and they have kept the 
sentiment of it through all these years. It is not simply old 
memories that bring some of these old men here during this 
week. It is not even the fraternity of suffering with their fel
lows that brings them here. It is not the chance of renewing 
old acquaintances, but it is the chance to express the ideals that 
made them the boys of ’61 to ’65, and from that day to this. The 
men who have been willing to defend the flag since ’61 to ’65, 
after having gone through that service, are men of ideals.

There are some who went out for the Spanish-American 
War—a brother sitting in front of me. There were some of us 
who did what we could when Uncle Sam would let us in the last 
war and every one of us, and the others went because of ideals.

May I be excused if I will speak personally because it is the 
only way that I can approach the thing as clearly as I would 
like. I have a son 34 years old who spent sixteen months in 
FVance, and I always thought that he was just that hard prac
tical sort of an individual who would do a thing if there was 
anything in it for him, but he didn’t have the ideals that his 
father had. There came on that Mexican squabble that didn’t 
amount to anything but a flash in the pan. and that boy walked 
in to me just after dinner, or we were eating dinner and he was 
late, and he said “Dad, I am twenty-one, free born, and a citizen. 
I have just enlisted in the Rhode Island Cavalry.” Now you 
could have knocked my feet out from under me because that was 
the last thing that I expected that boy to do. And he said 
“Why! why!” He said “I always thought your Sons of Veteran 
stuff was kind of a play act.. Now I know what it means.”

My ideals have gotten under his skin, and he came back 
after six months on the border, and he went over with the ni 
troops that were sent to France, and he stayed sixteen mont is,

forty-fouRtix 

heads in the sand and saying there is r ■ 
there is not any dark side, just becaus.

receive 
i their 

thorough 
country

country since the war in making the rank and file

hand, I think the things that a;
• the best way to put it, are not right*
and I, and the boys back home perhaps a little r 

uu and I, are not doing all the things we could do 
all of ourselves in an effort to realize the ideals

just
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will have to die for it as our fathers did die and
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He^ would not turn 
over it.

can get one word out of him in 
his uniform at 
never going to

and yo11 kuow J'ust as much today 
went through over there as I do.

And I will be hanged if I c~“ 
detail to find out. And he said as he took off 
home “I am done. I have had all I 
put on Uncle Sam’s uniform again.”

He would not join the American Legion 
out on Armistice Day. But the next year he had gotten 
He came up to the house and got his uniform and I stw “wn’7 
are you going to do?” “What are you going to do’” he 
says, “Dad, you got me kind of mad and ashamed on last Arm s 
tice Day, and I am going to join you this day."

The ideals have gotten back into the proper ranks a't-r the 
hardship and the horror that he had witnessed over there be 
had gotten back to the true adjustment, he had recovered ' not 
the sentimental, but the ideal. ’

That is the thing we must live for. and perhaps some of us 
• - . x. „ 4. xr XI --- -----------1 suffer, not forthe institution, not for the practical thing, but for the ideals 
the practical institution stands for before all the world You 
and I have got to be that thing. The things that I am saying 
to you are for the purpose of reminding you that this precious 
inheritance which came clown to us from our fathers is the thing 
that we must put into our own Order and keep in touch with 
and develop constantly or we will die; without the ideal and 
sentiment there will never be a probative Sons of Veterans Or
ganization. (Applause).

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: For a number of weeks 
prior to coming to Grand 'Rapids I thought of this matter and 
the more I thought of what we could do here, the more I became 
convinced that one of the things we could do, that one of the 
things that is wrong with the Sons of Veterans is the passive 
attitude towards our organization by the Grand Army of the 
Republic. That is plain talk.

I have been down and had a talk with the man that is the 
Commander-in-Chief; a man that they say is to be the next 
Commander-in-Chief; and two Past Commanders-in-Chief. I be
lieve we have reached the time, and I believe Grand Rapids 
ought to be the place, and we ought not to leave Grand Rapids 
until we know in such plain language that we understand, per
tinent expression,—and I say it without any thought of saying 
anything about any other organization, but that we will *<no" 
and the Spanish-American War Veterans will know, and the 
American Legion will know just exactly what the Grand Army 
of the Republic think and desire of the Order of the Sons ot 
Veterans. (Applause).

I said to these men “I know what you think of the Order 
of Sons of Veterans, but one of the things hat is pi even.ng the 
Order of Sons of Veterans going today is that fact that me 
understanding their aims and purposes scoff:at . u~ht
they are not given proper recognition. The Gia • ht°to 
to say what they think, and what they want, and A^tood 
say it in such plain language that it will not 
by anyone.”
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RJdstCwoy“-ill have" accomplished something:" 
to tie’commander-in-Clnef and I sent it to our 
Chief so he knows what I said. I said to this man ’i N”' 
would not dare write that letter to anyone that 1 di(1 n «>at I 
a, well as I did him. There is a real close touch betwn„ 
Commander-in-Chief and mysell; he is a neighbor of mhrn lhe Sd to me “If necessary, I will turn the gavel over to th/ „He 
Commander-in-Chief, and I will take the floor of the Enc-.V'Ce 
nient at Grand Rapids that they may know what I think.’’ mp’

I touched upon three things especially in the letter m „ 
Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic V 
what the desires of the Grand Army of the Republic were nt ° 
the Order of Sons of Veterans; did they want to go down win 
the principles they have stood lor; what was their desire 1 
to -Memorial Day; and then the question of name. Did h 
Grand Army of the Republic desire, or did they have any Obip 
tion to our assuming the name or changing the name to 
of the Grand Army of the Republic? b011s

I called their attention to the fact as 1 did on one other 
occasion at Boston a year ago about whether they care to have 
us use the name Sons of the Grand Army of the Republic and 
it is only when I became convinced, and I have some reason to 
be convinced that the time will come that there will be another 
organization which will adopt the name Sons of the Grand Army 
of the Republic -whether they want it or not. Now I don’t know 
whether you are favorable to the name Sons of the Grand Army 
of the Republic or not. I am unless there may be a condition 
which is behind it which will make it undesirable to the Grand 
Army of the Republic. You know there is an organization 
called the Daughters of the Grand Army of the Republic that 
has been in existence for a number of years and they have never 
recognized them. Do they want that to be perpetuated through 
a male organization that will be called the Grand Army of the 
Republic? What is in the name Grand Army of the Republic? 
Sentiment; yes, a sentiment that has stood for 
years.

I mention this because I know each one 
touch with the Grand Army of the Republic, 
rank and file of the Grand Army of the Republic there is the 
warmest feeling towards our organization.

I said to this Commander-in-Chief in my letter, outside of 
the words that have been handed to us by his predecessor back 
there, outside of the resolution at Rochester fourteen years ago 
when they said that we should be their official escort, and the 
action at Milwaukee two years ago when it opened the door mak
ing it optional with the Posts as to whether or not they desired 
the Sons of Veterans in line, we had had nothing and I called 
his attention to this fact, that just as long as they saw fit to 
disregard the action of the National body pertaining to the Sons 
of Veterans acting as an escort we were at a disadvantage.

I organized a Camp of 'Sons of Veterans in a little town of 
seventy-five members, a Camp that I know was always true to 
the Grand Army of the Republic. What happened? Just as soon 
as the American Legion came into existence, the first Memor 
Day following the institution of the American Legion in tnai
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town, because one of the leaders of the 
niiblic in that, particular Post had a son 
War by staying in America, the iSons 
t0 the rear.

They had forgotten in a day almost all 
for them in the years before by that Camp 
erans. That Camp lacked but one thing—a 
the Camp is dead today because of the attitude oAhVprLf the Grand Army of the Republic. 01 that Post

And when I cite you that illustration I am not givinff 
an isolated case by any means. One of the things thatg 
is to know just where we stand with reference 
tion of our fathers. Talk plain to them, boys 
plain to several of them. It won’t hurt them’ 
that the coming to Grand Rapids this time might 
knowing just where we are at. If they want 
say so in words that cannot be misunderstood. j 
want us, the sooner we know it the better it is for 
tion.

1 am saying this to you, brothers, now because there is 
work to be done; and there is work that can be done by every 
member of our organization, especially those who may be in 
close touch with the leaders of the Grand Army of the Republic

I believe that it would be the best thing that could happen 
for our organization to clear the atmosphere with reference to 
the attitude of the order of our fathers toward ourselves.

I have just as much admiration for the Spanish-American 
War Veterans and the American Legion as any man in America, 
but I cannot see the Grand Army of the Republic and their 
ideals going down through the years to come through either of 
those organizations. Why? The most natural thing in the 
world. We may not see it so much in the North, but let us not 
forget that among those who fought for Old Glory in the Span
ish-American War, many of those who were across the seas in 
the World War, were many of the sons and grandsons of the 
men who wore the grey. The Grand Army of the Republic did 
not accept, and have no right to accept, and in all sincerity I do 
not believe they do accept or expect their ideals or their name 
to be carried on through the ages by either of those organiza
tions.

It is a difficult task, and you must remember the age of 
those dear old men. If you will pardon this personal illustra
tion in order to bring that home: At Des Moines I had a plain 
talk with the then Commander-in-Chief, Doctor Pilcher. I put 
some of this to him and he listened to me, as they are always 
ready to listen, and he said "Young man, you are ^erring ™ 
an organization of aged men. You have no right to . I 
constructive thought to come from that organization.

I looked at him and I said “Commander, as mac^as 
like to, I cannot disagree with you in what constructiveyou will let me say that if they cannot X Uwy
thought to come from the Grand Army of tl 1 coming
should not then object to constructive thought peihai

facing today.

Grand Army

of Veterans
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In June, about one hundred and fifty old men. 
to make most of them hear, and I gave them a 
have been asked to repeat, and that is another 
want to bring home to the Sons of Veterans.

They have a battle on their hands this day that thev 
get that which a grateful nation ought to be willing to give th 
without any particular efforts on their part. I refer to 
pension. I -would like to think what the Grand Army 
Republic received from this nation in the past was due to 
grateful spirit that existed, a service they performed for this 
nation, but I am a little bit too practical to believe that entirely

The Grand Army of the Republic, again to speak plain re
ceived their favorable enactments in congress, when? When 
they were a power themselves in numbers; and today when the 
politicians can think that they represent only an organization 
of sixty-five thousand, they do not believe they have longer to 
think of them. At one time they had a membership of four 
hundred and nine thousand, nine hundred and four, and they 
were a power in political affairs in our nation whether they were 
ever in politics or not.

Let me give you this thought; don’t you know there is in 
the Grand Army of the Republic and in the organizations direct
ly affiliated with them in this nation, since the women have a 
vote, united organizations with a strength today of seventy-five 
thousand more than the Grand Army of the Republic had in 
their maximum strength, and it seems to me if we could get it 
under the hide of those men that they are dealing with the 
Grand Army of the Republic, not consisting of sixty-five thou
sand members today, but with a family of more than four hun
dred and seventy-five thousand members, there might be a dif
ferent story as pertains to that, and some of them are badly in 
need of the increased pension today.

There is nothing the matter with the Sons of Veteians, 
brothers. The only matter, if there is -anything, is witin. 
organization of the Sons of Veterans; within the organi 
of the Sons of Veterans and its policy.

I believe we can make this a great Order if we A'aaanlp. 
Sincerely, after we leave the Commandery-in-Chiei ub|e 
ments and our Division Encampments, that is where t
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One of their rase uouiuuiHuurs-ui-vjinei is a dear 
mine “Why,” he says, “there are young — 
Veterans that will be able to carry on the Grand 
Republic for years to come.”

If ever I had a pain go through my heart 
month of June when I went before one of the strongest ? the 
ments of the Grand Army of the Republic, the DeDartV*1'2 
Pennsylvania; and what did I have before me—a mere i 1 
of men. And I never realized as I realized that day in«? 
has happened to that splendid organization. You ca C 
it unless you come in actual contact with them in 
ment. You do not realize it as you meet them c 
Three years ago I went,before them, five hundred

I had to

constructive thought that will mean r— 
, and for the perpetuation of the Grand 

and those dear old men.
of their Past Commanders-in-Chief is a aeir r .

Army of !
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I don’t care how you take this thine Tf a 
get to a certain point and in order to get thornYants to 
squares out o£ his way, it don’t make any differene?^ iS° tW° 
there. it seems to me that the initial thine ktn S, he 
I am sure that our good friend Brother Upham won dT; 
a rap whether we use his methods or not Down 
and in the heart of all of us is a desire to get there 1^““ 
vinced that we have reached the time in our hiltorv whT COn’ 
ought to know some things, and I hope that I won’t leare Grand' 
Rapids in three or four days from now without knowing ?u4 
where we stand, and how the Grand Army of the RenubHc 
stands towards our organization; and you can all hebp bring that about. (Applause). eip Drin&

JVn,ior Xjce Command^ -II. l-l. Crittenden, of Mis
souri: Wliile I have been on my feet too much in this meeting 
yet if you will pardon me, I desire to say a word or two I did 
not join the Order early for this reason, that I did not want it 
said that I was trying to attract attention to myself for some 
thing that my father did. My father commanded a regiment in 
frequent battles out in the western part of Missouri, but he 
never said a word to us, to his three sons concerning his 
activity.

And by the way, one of my brothers lives in Pittsburgh, and 
I want my brother who has just spoken to go after him and get 
him to join the Order. lie can very easily locate him. He is 
married in a very prominent Pittsburgh family.

But what I intended to say is this, when I attended our 
meeting down at Joplin they assigned the Sons of Veterans to 
the tail end of the parade. I suppose if there had been a colored 
regiment we would have been back of them—I don’t know. You 
know of course that to attract attention or to give ourselves 

prominence in the country we have to be in a position 
where we can command the respect of those who are with us 
and see us and those around us.

I wrote to our Division Commander, and I am sorry that 
he is not here, and by reason of our 'Senior Vice Commander not 
being here, I am the Junior Vice, and naturally I suppose the 
duties fall on me,—I wrote to him and I asked him to write the 
national organization and ask them what position the Sons of 
Veterans was to take in the parade, and I said that I naturally 
thought as the Veterans passed away, the (Sons would be next 
in line, would come to their support, their help, if they needed 
help. Well, I didn’t get any answer from him. A day or two 
before I left Kansas City I received a letter, and he said you 
better take it up by resolution with the Veterans, but he said it 
was too late to have any place in the present parade, but that it 
would have some effect in the next.

I came down on the train with Ju^e JBnrton, an
Past Commanders-in-Chief, and he says Crittenden, there is 
understanding with the Sons of Veterans that if ^eie " s 
escort of one hundred they would go in fiont of . ,andle 
but if there are more than that, you cannot, you cannot hancU, 
more than one hundred in uniform, five bund

We forget our good re-
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done;

Council- 
He had 

en- 
you in

I don’t know whether any of you now 
It was entitled “We Judge from Our 

“ ' He says “I am
the Council of

I c 
that I
- - credit And in -
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said.1'

senteddm ?°°i\ "?nt before the Committee, and pre
Sautter has said ’ he SOt 0Ut Of it: is Just what Brother
erans ns 'H? got an end<n’sement of the Sons of Vet-
safd “T am es,cort °,f the Grand Army of the Republic. He 
the nroeppdh^Q?’ tonm.al5e that of record and have it printed in 
dorsempnt jJ • ,But never came out, but we got the en- 
uorsement as official escort.
DositMiT o°cUr J)i.vi,sion’ ten years after that, was to assume its 
did wn mn escort at the State Encampment, and how
we wpro ?^eive .Jt- At our Encampment at Bloomington, while 
4mpriran weSSvD’ the Grand Marshal of the parade, a Spanish- 

™ h” ■ ar ,Veterau. appeared all out of breath and he says 
theaH kinds of trouble. I cannot get it fixed up with 
of +hC» no ^der‘ln'Chief- He said “You were to be at the head 
andI no? .tde as ofBciaI escort and T have proceeded that way, 
and now they are directing me to put you in the rear of the

<•“»-------- ,oknn a great deal of interest in this,I have taken -
that I did not x wttS uuuerLaKing to get
want father did. held me back.
something tnai j through congress recognizing 
year I got a Iueuiu
°U1' A«nnuratbrother has just said, I think the Grand Army G- 
, ienublic can recognize us in a more emphatic way than 

the J! ! in the past, and it is up to us to see that it is done 
Uieyt least W know where we stand. (Applause).
°r Past Commander-in-Chief McGuire: I cannot resist making 
ft few remarks at this time after Past Commander-in-Chief 
Sautter has made the remarks he has.

When Commander-in-Chief Frank .Martin of Indiana was in mJ T was his Adjutant General, as it was called then—Na. 
Hnnal Secretary, and I remember distinctly Colonel William H. 
Armstrong Who had been twelve years chairman of the Council. Ar ??m?ni«tration of the Grand Army ot the Republic. 
sat ?n hese Encampments and heard the resolutions passed 
dorsing the Sons of Veterans, and he said to me, Will 
your position as Adjutant General get together from the differ- L? proceedings all the good things that the Past Commanders- 

,?n Chief of the Grand Army have said about the Sons of Veter
ans and some of the principal Division or Department Com- 
minders who have said good things about the Order, compile 
them in a book and have them printed, if you can, at the ex- 
pense of the Sons of Veterans.”

This work I did. 
remember of the book. ,,
Fathers What Manner of .Men We Ought to Be 
^oing to take that book, and as Chairman ol - . ,no’ ZA Administration. I am going to present it to our Conurnttee. o 
the Encampment which meets in Rochester and I[ami going to 
get them to put themselves on record and endorse the Sons or 
Veterans in a substantial way or make them eat what they h<

38 FOrt^opBT1i

large a number and it would not be proper.” j niaV

iVs 
' tlie last 
batt|e in

before, but just that one point 
think that I was undertaking to 

father did. held me back.
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rrand Army of the Republic, and the Snan^h a™ ■ 
Veterans refuse to march behind a body that d d " nCan f they "ant to be up in front of the Grand Irmv 
yCf as an escort, it is all right with us.”

A committee of three, Shellhouse, Shumaker ■ 
rhe committee and went to the Commander of tim nn/’ 
the Department of Indiana and got a written nri D_lvlslon ?:„ed by his Adjutant, under sei?, to «ie Marsl a)6'' him’ 
We had some Past Commanders-in-Chief of the Gram?6 \?ay’ 
who were exerting their influence and I remembe ver^T 
tinctly a number ot them sat in a carriage and watched the 
situation as we swung into line and they pushed their carriage 
ahead of us, so that they would be ahead of us. 8

•So that is the situation that we have been confronted with 
for many years.

Getting back to the subject that we are discussing I too do 
not believe there is anything really bad about the (Sons’ of Veter
ans, as conditions are today. Why, the Grand Army of the Re
public never reached the zenith of power until 1890. 1 joined 
the organization in 1887 and I thought 1 would rush in to save 
the Grand Army of the Republic, but I found that they were 
just beginning to grow and they were just beginning to thrive, 
and now we find that it was thirty years before they got to the 
zenith of their power.

Someone has said at the beginning of the American Legion 
that it would take them five years to get a definite established 
policy. Why, it will take them twenty-five or thirty years just 
the same as it has in the past, and I will tell you right now 
that the conditions that have been shown by the Commander- 
iu-Chief in his communications through The Banner, have cer
tainly shown to us some conditions that are boring within every 
organization in every governmental function, in every frater
nity and church and everywhere. There will be more demand 
for our organization in the years to come than there ever has 
been in the past, and I want to say to Brother Upham, if you 
will just put in the last of that splendid paper you just read 
that the Sons of Veterans have a little more backbone and pro
ceed to the development of the work that is before it, we will 
get along all right. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Before we go any further it 
would be well for us to determine whether or not we will try 
to finish this meeting while we are here or adjourn and return 
after lunch. It is now ten minutes past twelve, slow time, ana 
ten minutes past one, fast time. If we continue, I thin we 
ought to limit the talks to about two minutes.

Voices: Let’s get through.
Delegate John Bartlett, of Massachusetts: J.'«sl' 3“st “ 

make a few remarks. I am a member of the Soc e J member 
chusetts. We have the Sons of Veterans. I am a so . n en b 
of the Society of the Sons of the American Revoiution,, amh I t 
that meets in Washington the same has ten a re
Daughters of the American Revolution, fh Re_
mark made about the Daughters of the Grand Am y ence 
public. I would like to know personally what,s t e 
between the Daughters of the American
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iI think that is enough now. 
xkz-* v. m. is the joint memorial 

here in time to meet the girls at the

Daughters of the 
cnee I know is, > 
see is the D-- 
the Daughters ot 
separate ( 
the one o:

There is no 
internal difficulty, 
organization this 
mat we are the g.meat that it seems safe to'live 
bought to have more religion in our own Order and in 

“"'"past’oivision Commander Frederic J. McMurtrie, of Michi- 
‘just in answering the inquiry of the brother who has 

?„k“l and who is apparently not familiar with the Daugh- 
? e r,1 the G A R-J he has come to the fountain head for the 
dentica information, the state of Michigan. It is the insurgent 

Moment from the Daughters of Veterans. They have been recog.
f am very sorry to say—they have been officially recog- 

n zed by the Department of Michigan, G. A. R„ and they take 
their place and get the same recognition as the Daughters ot 
Veterans, our own sisters.

Past Division Commander Carl C. Rollins, of Vermont: I 
am so interested in this talk that I think it would be a whole 
lot better if the majority of us could come back here after din- ■ 
wr and spend an hour or two. Now, unless some fellow jumps 
up and objects, I make a motion that we adjourn to twenty 
minutes of three.

The motion was duly seconded, put by the Chair and de- 
dared lost.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Tomorrow morning the regular 
session begins at ten o’clock. At two p. m. the Encampment will 
again convene in session, and I would like to have everyone 
present promptly at that hour because I expect to have a surprise 
for you at the opening of the session. I might say that I hope 
to have the same thing at the opening■ ol the^ session Wednesday 
afternoon and Thursday morning. I

Tomorrow afternoon at four p. 
service. We will go from 
Elks’ Temple.

Whereupon at 12:20 p. m. the meeting adjourned.

FonrY-FounTll

, AVmy of the Republic. The only differ, hters of tne Gra.n<l in the name, the only difference I can uaug‘iteknow is, not"’ng *t"e Grand Army of the Republic, atd 
' 1 ,i“e Daughters °l ",ican Revolution, the members o£ lh“ 
1S ‘V t ar’members, some o the war of >61, 

organize '^JJAhe others ot another war.
,rganization, will save the uatiou wilh

orSV nd k some day we will have the biggeslt
1 has ever known. In spite of the fact 

° ... ;overnment of the world as a Christi;greatest D that it seems safe to live
only gove ligi0n in our own Order and in



TUESDAY MORNING SESSION

account-I bring you this, my

I

, we
What’s the Mat-

Fellow Sons of Veterans:
Following the custom of years, 

ing and valedictory.
THE STATE OF THE ORDER.

For many years, at these re(?lrr^® the I
have been wont to ask ourselves the question, 
ter?”

September 1, 1925.
The Encampment was opened in due and regular form the 

Commander-in-Chief, William M. Coffin, presiding.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The Chair has appointed as a 

Committee on Credentials, National Secretary Hammer, Past 
Division Commander D. A. Carrick, of Maryland, Brother Wil
son, of California, and Brother Cogshall, of Michigan, Brother 
Crowley, of New Hampshire. Is the Credential Committee ready 
to submit a preliminary report?

National (Secretary 'Hammer: Commander-in-Chief, it is. I 
move that this preliminary report be considered the first roll 
call of the Encampment. All national officers are present ex
cept the Patriotic Instructor, and all Divisions are represented 
except Oregon and Wisconsin at this time. As others come in 
they will be added to the roll.

The motion was duly seconded, and carried.
Commander in-Chief: The Chair regrets to announce that 

it is unable to complete the committees at this time, and with
out objection this will be passed over until the opening of the 
afternoon session.

The next order of business is the reception of the Officers’ 
Reports. The Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief will take the 
Chair.

(Whereupon the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief assumed 
the Chair, and the Commander-in-Chief read to the Encampment 
the following report:)

REPORT OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
September 1, 1925.

FORTY-FOURTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT, COMMANDFRY 
IN-CHIEF, SONS OF VETERANS. U. S. A.

Vocational School Auditorium, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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as 
as

ing some device which will assure to the Order as 
consistent and sustained policy and plan 
by the courage and the will to act.

INTEREST AND ORGANIZATION.

Let us proceed now to the consideration of a few - -
During the past year there was a gain of 29 Camps a 

members; but during the same period there was a los 
Camps and 6227 members, resulting in a net loss.

fORTY-FO1

fnr the question has been that we havo 
Thf4hment onlv in tern1S of numerical strength- accomp shmm t ambitions recognition of the Order have

national'^oree based solely on weight of numbers,-and** 
been disappointed. . . e

tf vnu are prepared to relinquish this cherished amhm, . L^’yer your question now: "There is nothing the mal?n' 
^.ith the Order;"-and this report might well end here. tter

But assuming that you will still entertain the fervent hon„ 
that the Order 'We have loved and for which we have lab‘S 
may yet take its place among those agencies that are natidS 
recognized for what they have accomplished I shall continue

I may speak plainly, even cruelly so at times; but at th„ 
cutset I bid you remember that all is said in entire good sniru 
and n the belief you would rather I set forth facts as I see th 
than that I waste your time and patience indulging in glittering 
camouflage.

As I betook myself to the task of preparing for your infor
mation a report upon the state of the order in the past year r 
was brimming over with ideas and recommendations gained ’as 
a result of the year’s experience as your chief executive. But 
before placing them on paper, I sought to square them with the 
judgments of the past, and so I read again the reports and 
recommendations that have been submitted to you by others in 
like capacity during the last fifteen years. And now I find my
self considerably sobered in my enthusiams. For I find that 
practically every comment I was about to venture,—every recom
mendation that I had thought to make, has been placed before 
you in the years that have gone, by others just as earnest, 
sincere and as experienced as I now am, and in language just 
forceful as I could possibly hope to employ.

But we still seem to be moving along in the same old way. 
Evidently the order is not yet ready for salvation; and we must 
bide our time.

1 shall, therefore, save you the annoyance of repetition, ex
cept as I may find pleasure in quoting from these old reports.

When you shall become sufficiently interested to really wart 
to plan for the future of the Order in a large way, I bid you go 
back and study the reports that have been made to you these 
past ten or fifteen years. You will find cause for remark in the 
similarity of their judgments.

Two conclusions that I had reached, however, stand out 
from all the rest and I shall pass them on for what they are 
worth. .

The first is the absolute necessity of developing 1 “teres 
among our members; and the second is the equal need a 

of'action, accompanied

cold facts:

of d" 
very
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figures, comparisons and suggestions —- • 
of the National Secretary and I urge vou tn n«;/“From this record, we learn that^mX °he paTt’ 

1 and a grand 
but dur- 

— 3 been 
or exceeded

YOU, that’s all!
During all this time we have c—------

about organization work and about various ways 
enticing members into our charmed circle, 
were good. ‘Right now we are recovering 
of them, and it was really a very good **P^aa’ 
as any that had preceded it. It did net znn 
hoped for it because it was built on sand 
once. It presupposed a membership c- 
it erred, and so it disappointed.

And here we have the crux of the 
indifference and substitute real interest in 
any plan will work and what’s more y these
Which is nearly as large as the in-come, and has 
many years.

interesting 
the report 
S^rs^

lost. During six of these years the losses equaled 
the gains.

This is glaring evidence of the truth of what one Command- 
er-in-Chief told you just a few years ago. Said he: “Our trouble 
does not seem to be so much in getting members as it does in 
holding them and this we know without question is due to a 
basic error in our plan of organization, which error must be 
corrected before the trouble will cease.”

And as still a later one said: “Answer the question 
why these men have not stuck and our problem is solved.”

-In February a survey was made Into the condition of all 
Camps in the Order, which disclosed the following facts: On 
February 20th, 31% of the Camps were delinquent for reports, 
or per capita tax, or both, for the quarter ended December 31,’ 
1924, and prior quarters. Of this number, 33 Camps had been 
delinquent more than 4 years; 6 Camps for exactly 4 years; 18 
Camps, 3 years; 17 Camps, 2 years; 16 Camps, 1 year. ’

This is proof of the fact that one of the chief difficulties has 
been that a large percentage of our Camp and Division officers 
were either unwilling or incapable, and themselves exhibited 
hardly more interest than the membership at large.

■We have been as unsuccessful in our organization of Camps 
and Divisions, as «we have been in “organizing” members. The 
formation of both Camps and Divisions has been on an unsound 
basis. We have permitted these units to be brought into exist
ence ■with far too few members to justify the hope of their suc
cessful continuance; and then to complete the picture of ineffi
ciency we have set them adrift without supervision or assistance 
of any sort, and of course the inevitable happened.

We seem to have forgotten the lesson of the past years when 
Divisions were handed to us one year, only to be dropped the 
next; and the dropping of Camps, which has nearly kept pace 
with the organization thereof, tells its own story.

But we still sleep on, and in our impotence ask each othei. 
‘’What’s the matter?” YOU, that’s all!

concerned ourselves mightily 
■■ ~y3 and means for 
Many of these plans 

from the shock of one 
a plud,” at least as good 
not accomplish what was 

, - Hie sand ot indiffer-
of 1C3% interested. In this

n: Remove that 
Order and most 

that outgo,

are given in
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are certain to
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events that should concern all patriotic orders, 
articles were recently published in The Banner, 
you have read them.

A National Committee on Patriotic Education, if it is

iink it up to the present in a real and vital 
interest and then action from our whole membership.

With a view to arousing such an interest in those 
a r" 
It is

But how! That’s the question.
Fully ten years ago, a Commander-in-Chief told y0 

‘•No man’s patriotism rises higher than his realization 
need that his country has for him.”

And I may paraphrase this by saying that no man’s inf
in this patriotic Order will rise higher than his realimi est 
the need for patriotic service of the kind we perform. 011 of

Five years ago the State of the Order Committee adv; 
vou that “the state of the order is what the members mat. d 
and that “what is most needed is work.” And I answer- v 
but it must be intelligent, purposeful work; work directed es’ 
the accomplishment of a recognized and interest-comnellim/ 1° 
jective. The reporter at one of our recent Division Enoa °b' 
ments remarked to me: “They all seemed to be talking ah D' 
the dead past.” And that is the attitude of the average eli^m1 
you will find. The past is very important to us, but we m e 
----- ■ ■■ as to get

and on the job, can develop fields of activity that 
present worth-while, interest-compelling objectives.

The projected Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Build- 
ing which will be discussed in detail later, affords another ex- 

■ cellent, tangible objective.
ACTION.

And this brings us to my second major conclusion, which, in 
accomplishment, must really precede the first: That we must 
provide some device to secure consistent and sustained planning 
and action.

“Out of this supreme body, if at all, should come the ideas 
and the planning for a working organization,” on the National 
Seale,—you were told by your Committee on State of the Order.

Just a short while ago a Commander-in-Chief remarked in 
his report to you: “It seems an imperative necessity that this 
Order lay down a definite and fixed policy of operation and then 
adhere to it.”

And it is most true. We have jumped about from post to 
pillar, chasing myriad will-o’-the-wisps; acting one year, re
versing it the next; always beginning, never finishing; no col
lective courage to act,—all at the same time, in the same way, 
on the same object.

This is largely due to the fact that a complete upheaval in 
policy and activity takes place with each successive change or 
administration.

To meet this need I suggest the formation of a 
Council of Administration, and recommend the adoption o’
following in lieu of Section 5, Article 5, Chapter III of the i »l 
lations:

“There shall be a National Council of Administration, con
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and at

p-CAMP^1’

-ting of tlle Commander-in-Chief the Senior Vice Commander- 

rwSSSSBS Members to be elected loi a term o£ one year, one-third for a 
m of two years and one-third for a term of three years and 

thereafter all members representing Divisions to be elected for 
a term of three yeais).

*The National Council of Administration shall meet imme
diately after adjournment of the National Encampment, and at 
sucli other times and places as it or the Commander-in-Chief 
niay order; and ten members thereof shall constitute a quorum 
The Council may select from among its members a smaller num
ber (not less than five nor more than nine) to be known as an 
Executive Committee, to act for it during the interim between 
its sessions.

“The National Council of Administration shall audit the ac
counts of the various national officers, shall propose and execute 
plans of action for the good of the Order, and shall represent, in 
all matters, the National Encampment of the Commandery-in- 
Chief, in the interval between its sessions. It shall keep full 
and detailed records of its proceedings, and present same as its 
report at a stated meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief.”

This provides an organization almost identical with that in 
the Grand Army of the Republic and very similar to that of 
several other societies that are accomplishing things on a Na
tional scale.

I would also recommend a similar system within the Divi
sions.

THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.
Our relations with the Grand Army of the Republic during 

this year have been most cordial. To know Commander-in-Chief 
Arensberg is to love him. He has demonstrated his regard for 
the Sons of Veterans in word and deed.

Past custom seems to have sanctioned, on this occasion, an 
indulgence in profuse oratory expressive of our filial devotion 
for the Grand Army of the Republic. I shall not repeat the per
formance. To my mind a report of action is more convincing.

Early in the year, as your Commander, I tendered to Com- 
mander-in-Chief Arensberg the services of all Sons of \ eterans 
in connection with any work he might call upon us to pertorm.

He requested our aid in connection with certain legislation 
then pending before Congress. A quick call was immediately 
dispatched by personal letter to every Division Commander 
copy is filed with this report. A Legislative Aide >n Wash g 
ton, D. C„ was also appointed to co-operate with the L-egisUt 
Committee of the Grand Army of the Rep“bIie- E Ly t suffi. 
our command was put forth, but it was too1< ittees
Hently intensive. Later I visited the Congressiona^ Committ^ 
concerned, in company with Commandei . tell in 
Staff, when I heard these Congressmen an . iegjSiation in- 
Plain words that there was little hope for the^ g^ lost Rs 
solved because the Grand Army of the things then became 
force; that it did not have the votes. Two things 
apparent to me:
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protest, after the 
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PROTESTS.

Tn this connection, I Have been called upon to join in pro- , Xt legislation and situations which were accomplished 
tests °]adlv but nevertheless, with a leeling of futility
faets. I‘ll%SOn?‘“ive; it is essentially defensive warfare and 
A ProtesV?Srt:ffiCUit And then too, a protest, after the fact 
usuaHv’serves'oiily to strengthen that which is p™™--

T feel most strongly that if we are to realize cm1 , organize to wage an aggressive educational 
^behalf otSoTdeclared°prineiples and objectives.

Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. ..... 
fat’s in the fire and then to lodge a weak protest only laughing stock of the Order.

TMs is another reason why we should have
^recommend, that there be appointed a National

f0KTY-F0UllTI146 t-K « are to accom^h -^“i 

J^must ba'^n4X>a? Capital all the time.
Htee on duty at oui £oj. greater unity and co-ordination 

Seeond-We must , societies allied to the Grand Army 
Hvity among the.s matter has already been discussed with °f “n,, Republic- Thisn‘l societies and without exception they 

o£ Motional heads ot 11 terest and .willingness. All that re- 
the demonstrated then > . n be Gone deflnitel d
haV-t ?s to tie the knot. I ™And wben all tbese bofl»« 
ma'“uivocally at tins col unitedly, under direction from a 
U nrepared to act be an altogether different story l0
Son sou’-ee tbmm ->^e£orce of the Grand Army of the 
tell about the
Republic.

Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic, the Daughters of 
Veterans, the Army Nurses of the Civil War. and the Sons of 
Veterans’ Auxiliary for the uniform courtesy and consideration 
which all of them have shown towards the Sons of Veterans dur
ing the past year.

Last winter I had occasion to call upon them for united 
action in behalf of certain legislation which concerned the 
Grand Army of the Republic and I was delighted at the prompt 
and effective response received.

All of these societies are akin. There should be some ar
rangement for a closer bond of unity between us, remembering 
the maxim: “United we stand, divided we fall.” This was, no 
doubt, the thought 'which inspired the formation of the Feder
ated Patriotic Societies five years ago. I believe the Sons oi 
Veterans should take the lead in helping to vitalize this Federa
tion. A proposal looking to this end is mentioned elsewhere i 
this report. Joint headquarters and a joint legislative con 
mittee at the seat of the National Government would help migiu- 
ily in the accomplishment of this purpose.

ALLIED PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES.

Grateful acknowledgment is here made to the National 
Presidents of the allied societies, the Woman’s Relief Corps, the
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so

ln its construction

our auxiliary.
The relations with our own Auxiliary have, of course been 

more intimate than with those of any of the other allied 
cieties. We owe to Miss Rokes a debt of gratitude for her ad- 
vice and. her genuine kindliness and co-operation The Anx 
iliary under her guidance has been a tower of strength to the 
Sons of Veterans.

Looking in retrospect for just a moment it is most inter
esting to recall that it was just forty years ago and right here 
in the City ot Grand Rapids that the Sons of Veterans first re
solved “to encourage the formation of Ladies’ Aid Societies” 
which was the real beginning of the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary.

NATIONAL MEMORIAL BUILDING TO THE G. A. R.

The 41st Annual Encampment adopted a recommendation of 
the Commander-in-Chief proposing that this Order undertake 
the erection of a Memorial to the Grand Army of the Republic 
in the form of a National Memorial Building to be erected in 
the National Capital; such a building, iu addition to being a 
memorial monument and museum, to provide permanent na
tional headquarters for the Grand Army of the Republic and for 
the allied organizations as well.

Thereupon a committee was appointed with full power to 
act. This committee reported at the next Encampment at Mil
waukee in 1923 that the project was not only feasible but also 
very desirable; that a suitable site for such a building would 
be furnished gratis by the Government at Washington on certain 
conditions; that the co-operation of the other allied organiza
tions be enlisted; that definite action looking to the raising of 
the necessary funds bo taken; and that the committee be en
larged and continued.

This report of the committee was adopted by the Encamp
ment upon a motion which laid special emphasis upon a con
tinuation of conferences with the other allied orders in an 
endeavor to secure their active co-operation in the project. •

At the 'Boston Encampment last year, the enlarged com
mittee submitted an elaborate report, indicating that a formal 
proposal had been made to the allied orders and that their assist
ance could be expected. This committee recommended for adop
tion detailed plans of an organization to carry the project for
ward.

That report was passed over for consideration this year and 
the committee continued, apparently for the purpose of further 
ascertaining what action the part of the other allied bodies could 
be expected.

From reports already made to this Commandery and from 
personal assurances given your Commander-in-Chief, we .are 
certain of all necessary co-operation from our sister organiza
tions; they are simply waiting upon us, who originally spon
sored this thing and who made the first overtures to them for 
their assistance, to take the lead and start the machineiy. -• 
lieve the project is most worth-while and that ‘it is feasible. It 
will be a symbol of that unity among the allied societies ol tic 
Grand Army of the Republic, spoken ot else^hnen^.^p d
In its construction we will have a common tangible object and



48

report as it
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recommend that 
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own uniforms 
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MEMORIAL DAY.

The proper observance of 'Memorial Day was one of the very 
first objects of our Order. It is inherent in our constitution. We 
are pledged to continue the sacred rites of this day until time 
shall be no more. No one can take from us the right to do this, 
for our sense of duty in this regard proceeds as much from a 
feeling of filial devotion as it does from purely patriotic senti
ment.

But we must not forget that, although Memorial Daj' orig
inated with the Grand Army of the Republic, it has now come 
to be generally accepted as a time when all citizens pause a 
moment in the daily grind to give a thought to the debt of grati
tude they owe to all the soldiers of the Republic who have 
fought and sacrificed that we might enjoy the blessings of our 
great constitutional union.

Most unhappily, there seems to have arisen in many P^.ce® 
disputes between our Order and other organizations regarding 
matters of position and precedence in connection with the 
observances. When this happens, it is evidence that we ai 
losing sight of the spirit of the Day or sacrificing it to oui o

nd earnest v* j 
it will be most tel g o£ the Conimittee>s
willV^ -etHs Encampment.

escort to the grand army of the REPUBLIC.
i oon customary in recent years tor the Commander- 

11 har E rrand Army of the Republic to request this Coni- 
inChief of theG “( uniformed guard 0£ One hundred Sons of 
mandery to tn > > Esrort to the Grand Army of the Republic in 
Veterans to> act » t parades. On several occasions it has 
the National Enca P e request> especially when th»
been difficult to ' l( g lofality where there did not happen 
Encampment ' ‘ ab]e body of the Reserve or Sons of Veterans 
to be anj urescribed uniform.
possessing SUre of QU1. abuity to

1,1 0 in the hit re’ and to present a guard of 
this request in the 'snappily drilled i r?-,. 
men. sinartlj n I Encampinent looking to the 
stepS be taken anis ]wnor  .
organization ot certain quota, not less than
called urmi to’ , aaoi;ard agree to supply their c --------------
the membeis o s \ tQ take part in Lbe parades Gi- al
after a standa rd iatl Encampments, the Commandery might 
’“lh on hs part X to pay their transportation to these En- 

CamoXrSorders have their drill teams, their patrols, and their 

, end lake great pride in them; and recompense them for ^rSs“vices aU^st^y paying their expenses.

t that this Encampment take similar action in„„1 a. “”»«>«« * » «“rt-
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ex-

I can do no better than 
Commander-in-Chief several

■ members dispute questions of ^position

bNCAMPMExXT

CONSTITUTION AND REGULATIONS.

We, like the American public generally, seem to have be
come obsessed with the idea that in law making lies the remedy 
for all conceivable ills. Each succeeding Encampment brings 
its crop of proposals for law amendment, until now the old Con
stitution and Regulations is so emasculated as to be almost be
yond recognition. We will admit that the changes have not hurt 
the Order; but they are as impotent as they are harmless.

As your Committee on State of the Order told you several 
years ago, “The Order is what the members make it:” “No 
Ritual or Constitution can make an organization.”

So let's give the old Constitution a rest for awhile, and try 
a little action,—try doing ourselves what we want to legislate 
the other fellow into doing.

FINANCES.

The finances of the Order are fully discussed in the repoit 
of the National iSecretary-Treasurer.

From this report one thing stands out clearly; financially 
we are running on a very narrow margin. The Conm1ande y 
has barely sufficient funds to meet its minimum necessaiJ f ® 
head. It has nothing to expend toward the ^ne national 
™ent of the Order, or to carry into execution in a large natio 
way its principles and objects. .

Other orders have permanent, trust or®ancement’ 
the interest from which is used for then ge < ^embers who 
As I have contemplated the more than 150,

min-alory. 1 can cio no Decter than quote the arivinn

with any military veterans’ organizations.” Precedence
DAYS WE CELEBRATE.

In addition to Memorial Day our Order now recognizes with 
fitting observance Dincoin’s Birthday, which we know as “Union 
Defenders’ Day; and the anniversary o£ the Dedication of he 
Gettysburg Cemetery, November 19th, which we call “Veterans’ 
Night.’’ In many places we are now observing the anniversaries 
of the Surrender at Appomattox and General Grant’s Birthday.

We might well add to this list, Flag Day, June 14th and the 
anniversary of the signing of our Federal Constitution which 
falls on September 17th.

In accord with the resolution adopted at the last Encamo- 
ment, every effort -was put forth to secure widespread participa
tion by Sons of Veterans in the exercises of Defense Day on 
September 12, 1924, and again on July 4th of the present year.

MARKING OF GRAVES.

In several Divisions a very commendable activity has ex
hibited itself, to secure the marking of the grave of every honor
ably discharged Union soldier.

A resolution in this behalf will be presented to this En
campment. This activity should be encouraged to the utmost, 
and this resolution has my endorsement.
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MEMBERSIITP-AT-L A R G E DI VIS ION.

fong^ago aleZXin^

dav .11{*ndecl me y°l,r official paper, “The Banner,” to-
vXran L i ,inteFested in the contents of same, as I am both a 
Veteran and also the son of a Civil War Veteran.
shin inh^? aiJ? Jhoi!sands of men who are eligible for member
lark nf ?-0Ur ?rder but AV,1° are either kept from your ranks by 
thnm i/ime> traveling, study or long working hours that cause 

o evote their spare evenings with their families.
rarpivn1 .?r(?er to reacI1 this class of desired membership 
receive their moral and financial support i.. V -------- '

F0«TY-i.0VnTn 

1,-pnnrd from our rolls during the past twenty Dave toeen dropped uu»king. what a wonderful thing it 
I could not resist t ^d left behind him as a token of his 
if each one of t thc sum of $M)0 covered into
time memoei &i» i this had been done> we WOuld l 
receWing"^! year a very neat sum in the form of interest 

this Jun^' 1(1 the creation of a National Endowment Funrl 
as a permanent trust, under appropriate legal ar" 

e?ta Under the terms of the trust, nothing but the interest to 
cles Under t shall be subject to expenditure; ami
^^/VXres shall be used solely for the purpose of advancing 
the" Order "and carrying into execution its several principles and 
objects as now written.

Such a fund may be created by any one or more of the fol- 
lowing methods. ... .

1. A stipulated amount from every initiation foe (at least 
SI 00) to be paid into it.

9 Such sums as may be voted to it by the National 
Division Encampments from surpluses on hand in their 
spective treasuries.

3 By gifts, donations or testamentary bequests from inter
ested members or others.

4 Through such campaigns or •‘drives” as might from time 
to time be inaugurated for the purpose of augmenting it.

As a token of our love and esteem for the Grand Army of 
the Republic and in accord with similar actions in the past, 1 
recommend that this Encampment vote a contribution of $500.90 
■tn the permanent fund of the Grand Army of the Republic; and 
further that this Encampment make provision, if possible, for 
the maintenance of the National Headquarters of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, thus relieving the Veterans from any 
further payment of per capita tax.

The cost of The Banner to this organization was increased 
at the time of the last renewal of its contract but about the 
same time the per capita tax -was reduced. The result is what 
might have been expected.

I recommend that the per capita tax be fixed at the ; rate. oi 
36 cents per annum beginning with the quartei -whicl 
December 31st, 1925.
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suggestion

vOlI add to your Organization the “Membership-at-Large” Divi- 
*ion, the same as -we have in the United Spanish War Veterans.

“We pay an initiation fee and yearly dues to National Head
quarters for which we receive badge and button and yearly paid Jp dues card. We can attend any Camp that happens to meet whe * 
“‘er we may be upon showing this yearly paid up dues card 
We also receive all notices sent out the same as all Camps and 
are kept fully informed on all prospective laws that may be en
acted for our benefit that we may take an active part in working 
for same.

-Thank you for the time given to reading this suggestion 
and hope that you may be able to figure out some way to take 
tjie wanderers into the ranks that we may feel one among you 
and support our mutual cause.”

Here is food for thought. Such an organization might well 
be authorized and have combined with it the ‘■capitalization of 
membership” scheme proposed by the National Secretary.

SUSPENSION AND DROPPING OE MEMBERS.

I seriously question the wisdom of the action taken several 
years ago which eliminated entirely the suspension of members. 
I realize there were good arguments which seemed to appeal at 
the moment However I believe experience has shown that when 
a member is once dropped it is most difficult to get him back 
into the Order; far more difficult than if he had been suspended 
only. This is true because there is a. very important psycholog
ical principle involved. When a man is dropped the Camp can
cels all claim upon him and his obligation is remitted; whereas 
when he is merely suspended his moral obligation to the Camp 
and to the Order still continues, and can only be met by his 
squaring his indebtedness 'with the Camp. There is no claim 
whatever upon the dropped man; but there is a strong hold upon 
the suspended member. It is far easier to reinstate a suspended 
member than it is to re-initiate a dropped member. We should 
get around more to the thought expressed in the Report of the 
National Secretary: “Once a member, always a member.” I 
care not by what phraseology you accomplish it,—we should 
make it plain that a member who happens to have become de
linquent and perchance may have been “dropped,” may be re
instated in the Order. In short, we should get away from the idea 
of dropping and re-initiation, and get back to the idea of sus
pension and reinstatment.

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION WORK.

The work of the National Organization Committee was con
tinued under the supervision of Past Division Comma 
H Upham of Massachusetts, in accordance with a 
adopted at the 43rd Encampment.

The work of the Committee has received rorresDondeTice, 
through the columns of The Banner a^.tlnh°' °h. “St of his 
and Brother Upham will submit to this bod) a report 
work. Hence, no further comment from me

THE BANNER.

As a means of keeping in touch with the 
ship The Banner is indispensable; that is,

> general meniber- 
if it is read. A
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1

FORT^OURT1I

B0XDS OF division commanders.
Division Commandei^^Vn ^St EncaniPnient requiring 
ery-in-Chief on what i« kn ”imsh th®ir bonds to the Command
form has oce^inrnH J ^own as the “Position” or “schedule” 

as occasioned considerable confusion.
blanket^nstrumpn^1^ Pr®scribed form is in its very nature a 
officer* furnish11*’i1* ?S 'fe fc that this matter of having division 
essary afi i Vn°-n?STt0 the Commandery-in-Chief (if it be nee 
'With mueh Jr’rol?1Ch 1 VaiY SGFionsly doubt) could be handled 
if the CnmmQ«^er ?xPed^i°n and satisfaction to all concerned 
bondcZtt^^ itseIf t00k °ut a P°sition {0T^,°[S the Commanders of every Division in the Order

its "Se?11“een rally tnreresting. Too much space is £v®*taS 
>t more generaly holds no general interest. To rem ,° 
purely meal new s ided a definite editorial policy thr-nn^’
this there should on Publicity. Duril t] y "Tough
an appropriate Commt lh.g ljne trie(Past four
months an e. P was fe)t would and should * Pub.
lishmg articles T]ie reaction which the Co the
in Chief received showed that it accomplished its purpose, to

/nt it least Plans have now been laid to secure from worth 
wi de writers articles for original publication in The Banner, n 
is hoped some of these may be used in subsequent issues. U

What is here said is not in any sense to be interpreted as a 
critic sm of the publishers of the paper. They are giving^ 
H ve pay for and have been most courteous and co-operative in 
the fulfillment of their contract with the Commandery.

DISCIPLINE AND DECISIONS.

All disciplinary actions and decisions of the Commander-in. 
Chief are recorded in detail in the report of the National Coun
selor All opinions and findings of the National Counselor were 
annroved by the Commander-in-Chief. No further comment from 
me is necessary except as follows:

It is well to mention the fact that the case of William 
Schumacher, Jr., wherein original jurisdiction was taken by the 
Commandery-in-Chief by resolution adopted at the last Encamp
ment has been finally and completely disposed of in accordance 
with’the mandate of that Encampment. The final decree issued 
by the Commander-in-Chief is appended to the report of the 
National Counselor.

■Specific attention should also be called to Opinion No. 2 of 
the National Counselor which brings up a novel situation, due 
directly to the constant whipsawing to which we subject our 
Constitution and Regulations. In short, under the present rules, 
members dropped by one Camp for non-payment of dues may be 
and have been reinstated by another Camp, without being re
quired in any way to reimburse the first Camp, notwithstandi o 
the fact that under the same rule the first Camp nJ”st Pay a 
least a year’s per capita tax on these members before the can 
be dropped. This rule is unsound and inequitable and should 
changed.
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THE STAFF.
The Officers associated with the Commander-in-Chief have 

been co-operative and faithful. No doubt each has given as 
much of his time and effort as his situation would permit or as 
the duties of his office required. To each I express my grateful 
appreciation.
, It has been the custom of Past C^anders-^^ 

the praises of the National Secretary. No ne\e^\fs^°^r that to me, and 1 will not repeat the old. It is sufficient to 5 that 
Horace Hammer has been to me all that cou I grate- 
Pected of a National Secretary, and I here re. ord my y g 

appreciation of his assistance and advice.

?he Commandery the amount expended by it in payment of the 
annual premium. I so recommend.

REGIONAL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION.

Following a plan used in previous administrations the coun
try was divided into five sections, all districts conforming as 
nearly as possible to geographical lines. The details of this 
organization are fully covered in General Orders which are 
attached to this report and will not be here repeated. The idea 
of districting the country is believed to be a good one and its 
continuance in the future is strongly recommended.

1 > IVISIO N A L 1JOUN DA RIES.

Reallocation of certain western territory was made in Gen
eral Order No. 2 (1925). This was accomplished at the request 
of the Division concerned and is believed to provide a more 
logical assignment of territory than that which had previously 
existed. In May, 1925, the Provisional Division of Colorado 
was created, consisting of the 'States of Colorado, Wyoming, 
Utah and New Mexico. This territory was detached from the 
Fifth District and allocated to the Fourth District. Camps in 
this area were attached directly to the Commandery-in-Chief, 
reporting through the Regional Aide for the Fourth District.

VISITATIONS.
The Commander-in-Chief has officially visited all five of the 

regional areas created in General Order No. 12, December, 1924. 
Conferences of the Division Commanders and others in the first 
four regions were called at appropriate times. Some of them 
were well attended; others poorly attended. While a Regional 
Conference was not held in the Fifth area, all the Divisions com
prising this territory were visited by the Commander-in-Chief 
during the month of May. The Commander-in-Chief found it 
possible to visit six Division Encampments. Staff officers were 
delegated to visit the others, where this could be done. I believe 
thoroughly in the value of personal contact; but I am convinced 
that more can be accomplished for the general good of the Order 
in a round table conference of interested officers and members 
than can be achieved at a “hurrah” meeting, whether it be en
campment or otherwise.
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Special

Com.
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roRTr-Fou8Ta

NECROLOGY.

Appropriate reference to those members of this Command* 
ery who during the past year have departed this life will be 
made at our Memorial Service this afternoon which will be duly 
recorded in the Proceedings of this Encampment. For fear of 
overlooking some, specific reference to anv individual is here 
omitted.

All of this means more to me, however ti words. A very clear moral stands out, and it U ;]an Just to the organization of a permanent headoiinX1”18: The v«?re 
manent paid officer in charge. Every DivisionU with n aIue
lished a permanent headquarters with a permana-!Ch has eJ’T 
a strong Division. Would that we might fi£!?nent 'Secret*^tab' 
duce, entice, or coerce every Division into seei S°nie Way toVS 

the Hgk. m-
SPECIAL AIDES. ‘

Copies of °ENEBAL °RDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS.
ters addressed1 to^h^nm^ deiS and of a11 Circulars or open let- 
pended to thiq 01 members of the Order are ap*
course of evenfq th™/ u Th?y cover fairly wel1 the detailed 
read them if vnn a?Ug?°<ut the year. 'It is assumed you will 
matters therein pnntV? *nt.ere?ted. Specific reference to many 

ntained is therefore omitted from this report.

Tho custom of automatically bestowing the title of Special The cuswn credited with securing a certain number nf 

to“d
^r^h^o—ti-of°the TeXtfv^Liv^n10- 

nanle,dJhprause of their proven ability, initiative, and capacity 
r’anheinfulness So far as any material results are concerned, 
he dan has been disappointing, to say the least.

A few additional appointments have been made upon specific 
requests of Division Commanders in recognition of highly meri- 
torious service.

Past Commander-in-Chief H. V. Speelman was named as Per 
r,ai Aide to the Commander-in-Chief and Legislative Aide Presetting the Commandery at the National Capital Grateful 

annreclation is here recorded for splendid work performed by 
him in connection with matters at Washington.

in addition to regular officers of this Commandery who 
were assigned the additional duties of Regional Aide in the 
First Second and Third Districts, respectively. Division Com- 
mander Moses P. O’Brien was appointed Special Aide and Act- nt Regional Aide in the Fourth District. He was succeeded by 
Ptmt Division Commander Frank Eh Corrick as Regional Aide 
in thiq District 'Past Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief C. Ran- 
dan Bubb was named Regional Aide in the Fifth District.

Reports from these Regional Aides will Pe presented to this 
Encampment and grateful acknowledgment is here made of the 
efforts they have put forth in their sexeial fields

The names of all Aides appointed appear in General Orders 
which are appended to this report.

The 
with i 
i has

^ary is 
ay, in-
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CIRCULARS AND OPEN LETTERS.

trans-Some

” It was an article 
Well,—just get it out from your 

• i '

much about organi- 
about what we do 
old reports I’ve re

lot of them just “go to 
wonderful and costly

prayer 
of, and its 
—i us yet,

W. M. coffin; 
Commander-in-Chief.

considerably saddened 
nco. 7 the thought of

e5CAMPMEiNT

CONCLUSION.

And now as I come to the end I am
 all niy predecessors have been I suppose, by 

the hopes deferred.
I would have you know that I keenly appreciate the fact 

that the highest honor any group can confer upon anv of i 
fellows is his selection to be its chief executive; and I think you

The associations of this year will leave cherished memories 
that can never be forgotten; memories that can but enrich an 
already strong determination to assist this Order in whatever 
way I can toward larger accomplishment.

As I turn the command over to another I venture the 
that the Order we all love may increase in its spirit of 
capacity for service. May the God of Lincoln be with 
]est we forget.

CONFIDENTIAL LETTER TO DIVISION COMMANDERS.
The other day I received a letter from a Division Com

mander saying:
“I know that you will be glad to hear that in the past week 

I have visited six Camps in our Division urging them to get 
busy and get new members and promote more Camp activities. 
We have Camps in this Division that have not had a visit from 
a Division Commander for several years and therefore I feel 
that this is more important at this time than organization 
work. Nevertheless I hope to add several new Camps before the 
end of my term as Division Commander.’’

, The response was:
“I am very glad indeed to learn of your activity in visiting 

the Camps. I believe this is the sort of thing we need and I am 
heartily in accord with your expressed idea that increasing the 
activities among the members and Camps we already have is 
just as important as new organization work; indeed I believe it 
is more important. However, neither one should be overlooked 
to the exclusion of the other.”

And then I chanced upon an old number of The Banner— 
the issue of .March, 1922—and this headline caught my eye: The 
Value and Importance of Personal Service.” It was an

“Brother John” Sautter. J i
attic and read it for yourself. It will pay you!

I sometimes-fear we think and talk too 
zation and new members and not enough 
^ith them after we get them. From some 
cently read, it seems to me we’ve let a L 
seed.” Such a procedure is like building a 
structure on a foundation of sand.

Our emphasis is misplaced. Some ol it shou c
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September 30, 1924.

t

__  to fill our 
I* want to emphasize 
 If we let our c ' 

while we spend time, effort 
■wasting at

is another opportunity -for activity and service of the kind 
counts. DON’T LET IT PASS’

Do your duty; meet your mission; and the numbers will be 
added unto you, even as “the waters draw their own.”

Fraternally,
W. M. COFFIN,

Commander-in-Chief.

LETTER TO DIVISION COMMANDERS.
In last month’s letter I endeavored to bring into emphasis 

some of the fundamental things that form the purpose of our 
being an organization,—that constitute our mission.

Since then, I have received a letter from a Division Com
mander, from which I quote, for your thoughtful consideration 
and emulation, the following:

“In order to get the brothers to visit the Grand Army Posts 
more frequently, I am setting the example by visiting with niv 

‘Staff as many Posts in this Department as is possible. I have 
put the matter up to the local Posts for a starter and they ar 
enthusiastic over the idea. * * * One Past Department con- 
mander has told me that he believes these visits will do mo 
to cement the bonds between the Grand Army and the Sons 
anything that has ever before been attempted.’’

■We know that we must have members if we are 
proper sphere of influence. This month 1 -----
necessity of keeping our old members.
bers slip away from us, \  
in getting new members, it is like 
saving at the spigot.”

the 
r old mem- 
and money 

at the bung and

FOBlr-rooBTa 

S-to the servi'cTwe^'an render to the^o^Vv*st°bli8a- 

and to our communities, our States and our Nation. ’ teri'ear 
Our “purposes and objects” are seven-fold, affording

ample basis for activity and service. These principle? aLm°st 
iects we have pledged ourselves ‘actively to promote aLnd °h- 
everywhere.” This is OUR -MISSION! What arc
meet it? to

In accordance with our fourth, fifth, sixth and
plighted “purposes” and a resolution of the Comniam£Venth 

- Chief pledging the fullest and heartiest co-operation of „®ry‘in- 
tire membership in support of the “Defense Test” on Sant uen* 
12th, the Commandery-in-Chief dispatched a personal ber 
every Division Commander on August 28th, calling for r ’f to 
action, and requesting a report on or immediately after 9* Jain 
ber 12th. In the few Divisions which have reported our t6m* 
bers met their obligation to the best of their ability j hnn^em’ 
believe this is true in every Division. But, this is SeXn^ 
30th,—and out of twenty-four Division Commanders just ten °ei’ 
to this date, have so much as acknowledged, in any form wi?? 
soever, the receipt of the personal letter of August 28th Tidvi 
it over, and remember your discussions at the Division Cnn 
manders’ conference at Boston! vom'

Let me call your especial attention to the first paragraph in 
the General Orders of this date, regarding Veterans’ Night Here 
is another opportunity for activity and service of the kind

-nz-'iNT’m t Tnm rm .tjac’C’!



57

November 1, 1924.

I

THE NEW YEAR.
A MESSAGE TO NEW CAMP OFFICERS.

A New Year is here. With it, newly chosen officers take the

excamtment

No Division Commander should allow any Camp to report 
lnss of members without personally getting into immediate 

trX; n^Hr^n^ aTd^^t 

^VISION COMMANDER; it takesTJctdc^ce om ^orfanL 

ration work. This must surely be obvious to every one, when 
<e see the results of our efforts at getting new members and 
new Camps more than offset by the loss of old members.

Losses are usually due to weak Camp administration’ often 
to lax Secretary-Treasurers. You owe to yourself and to the 
office you hold the duty to see to it, so far as lies within your 
power, that there shall be elected to Camp office next month only 
[hose members who will actively and energetically perform its 
duties.

One Division Commander recently addressed his Camp Com
manders urging them to make the last quarter of their term of 
office show a bigger and better Camp. Among other things he 
said:

“This Division is a business. It requires business methods 
to keep it prosperous. The Camps are the branches of the busi
ness, and you are the local manager. The main business pros
pers according to the prosperity of its local branches. Your 
managership calls for efficient service just as much as if it were 
your paid employment. When you accepted the office you con
tracted to give your best efforts. There are other Camp Com
manders with the same responsibility you have. You can help 
or hurt their work according to what you do. * * *

“For your own credit, for the good name of your Camp, for 
the honor of your G. A. R. Post, get busy and make a real show
ing.”

HERE IS SOMETHING TO THINK OVER!
W. M. COFFIN,

Commander-in-Chief.

helm in all the Camps. .

efforts, to augment a great revival in Sons of 
dies, a rededication to worth-while work,
°f results that count. . . „MmhPrs

Our Order must be strengthened—strengthene i capacity 
that it may be strengthened in the spirit of, and 
f°r, service. . . there is a

We must have a Camp in every coninluity wiei primarily 
J’ost of the Grand Army of the Republic. & of the exjSt- 
the responsibility of the Division officers, nui > »
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A (MESSAGE TO DIVISION COMMANDERS.
I care not for an increase in membership—for the sake of 

figures in reports; just for the sake of making records. Such 
an end is not worth the effort. If we could perform our allotted 
task with half our present membership, I should say: Let well 
enough alone and save your energy.

BUT, I am convinced of two things:
First, That we have a mission to perform. If not, all else 

is useless. We cannot interest either ourselves or others in a 
project which has no purpose and holds no interest. But we 
have a duty—a duty to the present and a duty to the future.

NOW, the Grand Army of the Republic is calling us to ser
vice. They require our aid and relief in many ways. Will we 
accept the challenge To whom else should the call be sent 
than to them through whose veins flows the blood of the volun
teer patriot of the sixties. If we fail now, if we heed not the 
call of our fathers and our fathers’ comrades now, I say in all 
candor that every charter in the Order should be surrendered, 
and in common decency we should cease the brazen effrontery 
of parading ourselves as their sons.

And to the future we owe the duty to see to it that a right 
and just history is taught in our schools; that the soul oj t 
future shall not be allowed to wither and die in the rusin 6. 
torrid materialism of the day; that the valorous deeds ana i 
of the past go not unsung, but rather that they be menioii 
and held up to the generations for example’s sake tor t 
of our National Spirit. n.

Second, I am convinced we need a strongly organize 
bership to accomplish that mission. tlie

To render the fullest possible measure cor'ice

inn- Camps, need to close ranks, strengthen your lines 
nay the better carry on the work that will fall to you 

l“ands of your fathers’ comrades.
You, Mr. Camp Commander: It is yours to i' 

initiate, yours to drive. Don t let a single member 
he is useless in the scheme of things. Fit every 
vour plans. Find something for every c-- 
enough to go around, and more. Then see that it is

And your (Membership Campaign Committee? 
chosen and set them to work? Have you 
copies of the National Organization booklet? 
tion page). J 
guidance? There can be no constructive r- 
out plans first laid. What are yours? Are you sur 
If not, take the suggestions and the plans that have 
We must not chance a mis-fire!

Our fathers and our fathers’ comrades are < 
hour has struck. The “psychological moment" 
vou grasp the opportunity? I have faith that 
you keep that faith with me?

January 1, 1925.
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He must either

January 1, 1925.

inheritance preserved to us by the

hold; and which, being washed in their blood, means

i

i

them to form a “live wire” committee and to get the National 
Organization Booklet and actively to try out the suggestions
therein? If not. what have you done?

Every officer must do one of two things:
lead, or follow. There is no penalty on personal initiative. 
There are no holding back straps. Everyone is free to lay and 
execute his own plans—provided he knows what he is doing- 
provided well laid plans are faithfully carried out; and most 
important of all, provided results are attained. But otherwise 
it is well to follow the suggestions from others who have ideas 
and plans that are known to have succeeded. For my own part 
I’m glad to get ideas and suggestions from any quarter.

In all organized society every one must either lead or fol
low. He who refuses to do either one—well, he reminds me of 
a story I’ll tell you at the District Conference. In short, we 
want results: Get them your way; or get them my way, or 
get them Upham’s way—but (jet them!!

And now, at the outset of a New Year, let us all resolve to 
give all we have toward the long pull, the strong pull and the 
pull all together.

If we all do this, the result is assured.
W. M. COFFIN,

Commander-in-Chief.

We need members for their contributions of both service 
and money to our cause. Many can and will give the personal 
Lrvice that is required; but all can at least contribute their 
dues and fees and these are necessary too, for no organized 
effort, particularly relief work, can be successfully accomplished 
without finances.

Brother Commander, the annual period of greatest activity 
is already upon us. What plans have you laid? Have you given 
any thought to the full meaning of the slogans announced in 
last General Orders? Have you made effort to learn what com
munities in your Division have Posts, but no Camps? In these 
localities have you approached the Posts concerning this matter? 
What have you done toward securing lists of eligibles and pro
ceeding with organization in such places? Have you kept your 
Camp Commanders alive to their obligation? Have you urged

AWAKE, SONS OF VETERANS’
As Sons of Veterans, we believe in our Country one and 

inseparable. We love it as an inheritance preserved to us by tne 
blood and sacrifice of our fathers. We believe 111 the Constitu- 
tion—our charter of liberty—which our fathers fought to up- 
bold; and which, being washed in their blood, means more to u 
than a mere “scrap of paper.”
p Believing thus in the history and the traditions of our 
Country we believe also in its destiny, and so have Jheritage
Us as our mission the duty to pass on to posteiity 
vouchsafed to us by our fathers.

We have pledged ourselves to “strive for a jg/”
which puts God, Country and Constitution above all else.
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liber.

May 1, 1925.

of the

June 1, 1925.

l

Nationalists; we believe in America First! 
that “eternal vigilance is the price of

SCHOOL HISTORIES.
Next to the home, the public school is the bulwark 

Republic.
Whatever tends to displace in the immature minds of the 

young a spirit of respect and reverence for great men and great 
deeds of the past and a spirit of devotion to our National insti
tutions based on a knowledge of the faith and sacrifice which 
brought them forth, strikes directly at the fountain source of 
our strength as a Nation—strikes at our National faith—our 
National spirit. All our boasted material wealth and progress 
count for nothing unless backed up by a thoroughly sound Na
tional spirit.

We, therefore, look with utmost concern upon the present 
tendency to spread all manner of radical propaganda through 
the medium of our public schools—colleges and universities, 
especially by the garbling of American history.

W. M. COFFIN,
Commander-in-Chief.

rORT^FOURTn

Thi EPEADENCK DAY anD NATIONAL DEFENSE, 
enee as a nation ™.caIel,rat® the anniversary of our Independ- 
since the Presidenr hl.°'iCa£10n this year has added significance, 
fense Day, when »11 designated July Fourth as National De- 
in their usual arHviHUe .Anie,ricans should pause for a moment 
solidarity of our AnJi;S to. giv.e a thought to the spirit and 
"safety insurance” lnsfcitutions, and to check up on our 

oi the protection of those institutions.

MCI.informed- electorate is safe.
therefore believe there should be among

ter hnowied 
underst t> n J • '

therefore 
voluntary 

through-

and
exposing this

W. M. COFFIN, 
Commander-in-Chief.

We know
all

We are
•We know

ties." ■ tbP heart of the nation is sound; butWe believe the
that an in/orfliea. there sbouid be al„ong aU citi

We therefore be gons q{ Veterans a tetter knowledge 
and particular!! amo ° llistory and a larger understand! 
of the Constitution aril Liberty.. means to us. We
oC what this Charte r to make it a subject of 
proposed in the homes, schools and clubs

out the country. be intormed o£ the secret, insidious,
Sons of Vet®rRbat i° flooding our Country, and finding ex- 

wily propagandaatm• of falsified history in our schools, the 
pression in the teacn s thg forums and clubs o[ th'preaching of of false gods.
Country and with tbis issue of The Banner.

our
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tendered

type of Americanism; and require the exclusion of aliens un

July 1, 1925.

September 1, 1925.

CONSTITUTION ANNIVERSARY DAY.
On September 17th we celebrate the 13Sth anniversary of 

the signing of the Constitution of the United States.
There is a great revival of interest in this document and in 

its natal anniversary, and rightly so. The Constitution of the 
United States is the very substance of our freedom; it is more 
alive and more needed today than ever. It is a human docu
ment, directly connected with the life of every individual in the 
United States, for its purpose is to safeguard the rights of the 
individual that all may have an equal chance.

We, as Sons of Veterans, speak much of our heritage, but.in 
the last analysis that heritage, preserved to us by the service 
and the sacrifice of our fathers, is nothing other than our bon 
stitutional Union in all its integrity.

It is, therefore, most appropriate that we, of ^ens. 
should take the lead in a fitting observance ofJI s day, a 
that we should give largely of our aid towaid history
all people a better knowledge of the Constit 
and its meaning. W. M. COFFIN,

Commander-in-Chiet.

At the last National Encampment, the Commandery-in- 
rhief unqualifiedly endorsed the Defense Day movement and 
Seed the support of the entire membership.

; all citizens, the sons of those veterans who tendered 
all for the preservation of the Union are most vitally in- 

uvj in these tremendously important activities. Indeed 
they should be the leaders; they should be able first, to under
stand and explain their heritage (which is nothing other than 
our Constitutional Union), and second, to become Key Men of 
America—able intelligently to understand, expose and combat 
all influences which tend to destroy that heritage.

Lest we forget, let us be reminded again of some of our 
declared principles and objects:

“To oppose to the limit of our power and influence all move
ments, tendencies and efforts that make for the destruction or 
impairment of our Constitutional Union;

“To demand of all citizens undivied loyalty and the highest 
type of Americanism; and require the exclusion of aliens un
willing to conform to this standard;

“To teach patriotism, the duties of citizenship, the true 
history of our Country, and the love and honor of our flag;

“To inculcate and broadly sustain the American principles 
of representative government, of equal rights, of universal 
liberty, and of impartial justice to all.”

W. M. COFFIN,
Commander-in-Chief.

mqualifiedly endorsed the Defense Day
pledged 

Of 
their < 
terested



GENERAL ORDERS

VI. No action was taken by the Grand Army of th 
public relative to the Name and Title of our Order, which i 
tinned as “Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.”

CONSTITUTION AND REGULATIONS.
VII. In accordance with the action of the Divisions on the

GENERAL ORDERS NO. IX.
Headquarters, 

COMMANDEKY-IN-CIIIEF, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Commander-in-Chief,

No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
September 1,

I. The Forty-third Annual Encampment of the C 
ery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., was held at

. 1924.
Command- 

Massachusetts, August 12, 13, 14, 1924. oston,
II. The following officers were elected and installed and 

will be respected accordingly:
Commander-in-Chief, William M. Coffin, 3755 Hyde Park Ave

nue, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Charles P. Hall, 209 Oak 

Hall Building, Pawtucket, R. I.
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, G. C. Markle, Winchester. 

Indiana.
Council-in-Chief: Park F. Yengling, Bassett Road, Bay Vil

lage, Ohio; William H. Cressey, Cumberland Mills, Maine; Her
bert D. Williams, 201 Mercer Street, Trenton, New Jersey.

. National Secretary-Treasurer H. H. Hammer continues in 
office for the remainder of his unexpired term.

III. Headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief are hereby 
established at 3*755 Hyde Park Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio.

IV. Staff appointments and Aides will be announced in 
future orders.

All brothers who do not continue as officers or members of 
the Commandery-in-Chief will remove from their badges the 
Commandery-in-Chief ribbon.

V. Proceedings (Journal) of the Forty-third Annual En
campment will be promptly promulgated. Division Secretaries 
will receive the allotment for each Division and each Camp. 
Division Commanders will see that these Journals are promul
gated to each Camp without delay. Camp Secretaries will nic 
same in Camp records after noting essential features.

NAME AND TITLE.

VI. No action was taken by the Grand Army
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years and Camps

X.

enCam»®<t

PER CAPITA TAX.

a quarter.

„ronositions submitted for referendum and reported to the Forty- 
Si Annual Encampment, no assessments of 25c per member 
J National Organization work, and $1.00 on each new member 

are to be made, same having been rejected.
The Constitution and Regulations—ELIGIBILITY TO MFM 

BERSHIP-Artiele 3 page 3 was amended by striking out in 
Me three the word eighteen ’ and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word “sixteen.

The age eligibility is now sixteen fl-6) 
will be governed accordingly.

RITUAL.

VIII. lu General Instructions, page 3, paragraph five (5) 
strike out all words after “BIBLE,” in line three (3).

Camp Commadners will immediately and without .further 
notice or orders, observe this direction of the Commandery-in- 
Cliief, changing the Ritual to conform, and removing the swords 
from use where indicated.

HARDING MEMORIAL FUND.

IX. The Commandery-in-Chief appropriated One Thousand 
(■$1,000) on behalf of the Order, to the Harding Memorial Asso
ciation Fund.

Further contributions from Camps and Members must be 
sent direct to Past Commander-in-Chief -IT. V. Speelman, 1652 
Hobart St., N. W., Washington, D. C.

All who have not contributed to this fund are urgently re
quested to do so without delay.

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE.

The work of the National Organization Committee was 
ordered to be continued under the supervision and control of 
Past Division Commander Fred E. Upham, 137 Central 'St., Leo
minster, Mass.

All correspondence relating to the work and plans of the 
“Go-Getters,” increasing membership in Camps in connection 
with the publicity material, printed matter, pamphlets, circulars, 
books, etc., will be in charge of Brother Upham who will supply 
all material as heretofore. The work will be continued and 
Camps and Members are urged to avail themselves of the oppor
tunity afforded, and Camp Commanders and Camp Officers are 
earnestly requested to give every attention to this important 
feature.

MEMORIAL TO THE GRAND ARMY’ OF THE REPUBLIC.

XI. The Committee in charge of this project for the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief, Past Commander-in-Chief F. T. F. Johnson, 
McGill Building, Washington, D. C., Chairman, is continued and 
work incident thereto will have attention during the coming 
term.
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the follow-

issued

Camp No.
38

9
86

and Charters
No. Mem.

27
20
20

^O1’nis 27 
the 

MH

designated 
-7’ when a

(Division Commanders will supply all Camps with r 
os rei orts of Camp Secretaries and Camp Treasurers f„" nnm-te ending September 30, at once. Camp Comi?' 
see that their Secretaries and Treasurers forward without fl , " 
“on the last meeting night ot their Camps in Septenih?e,ay 
their respective Division Headquarters, these reports wift to 
capita tax, so that there may be no delay in receipt of Per 

requests for ancestors’ records.
XIII Division Commanders are hereby notified to f« 

all Requests for Records of Ancestors—Form 16—-direc/♦ 
office of the Commander-in-Chief. This -will expedite return? thft 
avoid delay in procuring the information desired thereby aU(l

DEFENSE DAY.

XIV. The Commandery unanimously adopted 
ing resolution:

■Whereas. Friday, September 12, 1924, has been w 
by the President of the United States as “Defense Daywhpn 
test will be made of the mobilization plans prepared by the 
Department under the Act of Congress providing for the nJ 
tional defense; and believing as we do that the surest prevent 
of war is adequate preparation, therefore be it 1

Resolved, That the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., in their Fortv 
third Annual Encampment assembled, hereby endorse the niov* 
ment for “Defense Day,” and pledge the fullest and heartiest co 
operation of their entire membership in its behalf and urge all 
members of the order to unite in supporting the plan; and

Resolved, That our national officers give the widest publicity 
to this movement.

As directed by the Encampment, copies of this resolution 
have been certified to the President and to the Secretary of War.

Through Orders promulgated to all 'Division Commanders 
the entire membership of the Order has been called upon to re
deem the pledge given in this resolution. May we all be found 
not -wanting.

XV. The Commander-in-Chief here and now acknowledges 
the many greetings and felicitations received from all well- 
wishers, and gives expression to the very deep sense of apprecia
tion he feels because of the honor that has been conferred upon 
him. But hand-in-hand with all this goes a profound realization 
of the obligation that rests upon him, and an equally firm con
viction that, after all, the destiny of the Order rests with the 
membership at large, and that the obligation which rests on this 
or any other administration can be successfully discharged only 
through the attention and the active co-operation of all the mem
bers of the Order; and so, this attention and this co-operation 
your Commander-in-Chief humbly asks; yet confidently expects.

new camps.
XVI. Camps have been instituted 

thereto as follows:
'Location and Division. Date Inst’ted.

West Bridgewater, Mass................. March 28
Pontiac, Michigan ............................May
Barre, Massachusetts ......................June 21
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Attest:
Commander-in-Chief.

the

Street, Los Angeles, Cal.

40
170

IS
15
18

250

H. H. HAMMER, 
National Secretary.

No. Applets.
25
15

GENERAL ORDERS NO. X.
(Headquarters,

Comma ndery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S A 
Office of Commander-in-Chief. ’

No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
October 1, 1921.

15
40

5
2 .. . - ____

Applications for new Camps have been
Date. 'T

August 18
August 19

VETERANS’ NIGHT.

I. This is the time to begin active preparations for 
work of the fall and winter.

All faces should now be turning to the next event in our 
Sons of Veterans’ calender—VETERANS’ NIGHT—November 
19th. ■

This should be made the occasion of a real get-together and 
a reawakening of fellowship between the 'Sons of Veterans and 
the Boys of ’61. This is the day we have dedicated to a renewal 
of our pledges of filial devotion. This is the time we have set 
apart for honoring our fathers and our fathers’ comrades while 
they are with us. Here we scatter flowers in the paths of those 
who yet may see, and bring a word of joy to the hearts that yet 
may throb with gladness.

'Let every Son resolve that this day shall not pass without 
some act of kindness toward a Union Veteran of the Civil War.

Let every Camp begin at once its preparations for a fitting 
observance of Veterans’ Night (on November 19th or there
abouts) in honor of the comrades of the G. A. R. Bring them to 
your Camp rooms. Make them your honor guests. Make them 
feel that you are indeed their sons, and that you are proud of it.

STAFF APPOINTMENTS.

II. The following staff appointments are announced:
National Chaplain, Francis C. Hawthorne, 1227 West 49th 

Street, Los Angeles, Cal.
(National Counselor, 'Hon. Geo. B. Holmes, 441 West 102nd 

Place, Chicago, Ill.
National Patriotic Instructor, Theodore C. Cazeau, 434 Mer

cantile Building, Rochester, N. Y.
HI. in accordance with the plan announced at the Dixisioa 

Commanders’ Conference held at the conclusion of the Bosto 
Encampment, the following brothers have been lecomme

Bloomer, Wisconsin .................. Tlln_ 9
■Madison, Wisconsin ..............Jnnp ii
Cheney, Washington ......... " April 30
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. ..."August 1

No. Camp. Location and " Diwifio°nfoll°ws: 
Independence, Missouri 
Luzerne, Pennsylvania 

By order of
W. M. COFFIN,
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for

was 
action of

CHAPTER IV.

Section 1. The 'Sons of Veterans Reserve 
the authorized military feature of the Order, 
all military bodies of the Order in the Division 
are a part, with the exception, that Camps may i 
dependent military organization as a C. .  
parade and service under the auspices of the Camp or 
R. with which such Camp is associated.

:"*>Aides
-tnient

SONS OF VETERANS RESERVE.
shall constitute 
It shall include 
t of which they 
maintain an in* 

Camp guard or unit or 
the G. a.

F0ttT^0BBta

JUNIOR ORDER.

The boys auxiliary, known as the Junior Order, which 
created by a former Commandery, was discontinued by 
the Boston Encampment, in accordance with the recomnienda 
tions of Commander-in-Chief Horn.

DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS—SONS OF VETERANS AUXILIARY.

The committee on Consolidation of the Daughters of Veter 
ans and Sons of Veterans Auxiliary, was continued. The mem
bers of this committee are:

Past Commander-in-Chief: John E. Sautter, Wilkinsburg 
Pa.; Charles F. Sherman, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; Harry D. Sisson^ 
Pittsfield, Mass.

BONDS OF DIVISION COMMANDERS.

The following regulation was adopted:
That the bonds of Division Commanders to the Commander- 

in-Chief shall hereafter be in the form of “Position Bonds” in 
and to the name of the office and not the individual, provisions 
for which shall be made in the respective Divisions. Such bonds 
shall be subject only to the filing of annual premium renewal 
certificate after the original bond in such form shall have been 
duly filed and approved; each bond to be in the sum of One 
Thousand ('$1,000) Dollars.

SONS OF VETERANS RESERVE.

Chapter 4 of the Regulations (pages 38-40 C. R. & R.) con
cerning the 'Sons of Veterans Reserve, 'was amended by striking 
out the present phraseology and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following:

IMlr “wtal

A E. Deems. Jl0SJrrtlan(i, Maine.
Wm. W. Jewett, Haven. Michigan.Xies A. Herford, N J- (for New York). 
Herman L. jDange, Nebraska.

pyssifc»T"°”'
ACTIONS OF FORTY-THIRD ENCAMPMENT..

bv the Forty-third Annual Encampment IV. Actions Boston, August 12-14, 1924, not here
of the Cominandery-in^ Qrders, hereby promulgated

tofore published in dance of all officers and members, as fol- 
the information ana 5 
lows:
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PER CAPITA TAX AND REPORTS.

VI. Camp Commanders will have Camp Secretaries and 
Camp Treasurers forward per capita tax and reports—Forms 27 
and 28, without delay to their 'Division Headquarters for the 
quarter ending September 30, 1924. This should receive personal 
attention.

INSERTS FOR C. R. & R. AND RITUAL.

V. The changes adopted by the Forty-third Encampment, 
of the Commandery-in-Chief, Boston, 1924, have been printed on 
inserts for the Constitution and Regulations and for the Ritual. 
All Division Headquarters have been furnished with a sufficient 
supply for each Camp. Camp Commanders failing to receive 
same from their Division Headquarters should immediately 
communicate this fact to their Division Commanders. Division 
Commanders must not delay the promulgation of these inserts. 
Camp Commanders will see that same are promptly inserted in 
their Camps’ copies of the Constitution and Regulations and the 
Rituals.

CAMP PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTORS’ REPORTS.

VII. Division Commanders will without delay forward to 
all Camps Form 50—Camp Patriotic Instructor’s Report. This 
report must be returned to Division Headquarters on the last 
meeting night in December. Division Commanders will instruct 
Camp Patriotic 'Instructors accordingly.

REQUISITIONS FOR SUPPLIES.

VIII. Supplies will only be furnished by the National Sec
retary-Treasurer on Form I1/-, which must in all cases be accom 
panied by a remittance to cover same. Requisitions foif ^mo
in cents or in a few dollars will be held for shipmei t 
orders for supplies. Division Headquarters should have sum 
cient supplies on hand to fill .Camp requisitions promptly.

BANNER MAILING LISTS.

IX. Camp Secretaries must promptly fm ms^rOpped or
Headquarters with membership changes rolls) Division 
deceased, or new members added to> their> Cc of these
Secretaries will without delay notify TI ■ receive the
changes so that all members entitled theieto y

Section 2 The 'Sons of Veterans Reserve as it may now 
pvist or may hereaftei be oiganized shall be governed solely ex- 

m s «« 
which it is maintained Such Ru es and Regulations shall not 
l,e inconsistent -with National or State laws, or the Constitution 
Regulations or general welfare of the Order.

Section 3. No larger units than a regiment may be main
tained in the Reserve, except that the combined units of any 
one State shall be its Division; nor shall any military rank’in 
the Reserve be higher than Colonel. The uniform and other 
regulations as far as practicable shall conform to the less ad
vanced U. S. Regulations, preferably nearer to that of the Union 
Army during the period of the Civil War.
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issued

financial statement NO. I.

XI.

$

30.38

Total Receipts 5 470.79

52121.87

Total Expenditures $1769.83
Balance, September 30, 1924 $ 352.04

ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES.

$

$1445.50

$ 12.80For Postage, Stenographer, Miscellaneous
$1769.83Total Expenditures 

By order of

General Expenses—
For Stock and Supplies 
Printing ..........................
Shipping Supplies ....
Salary 
Bonds 

Expenditures—
For General Expenses 
Office Expenses 
Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses 

official organ 
its progress.

Date
July 31 

August 25 
September 12

$1445.50
311.53

12.80

531.53'
45.00
16.47

825.00
27.50

FORTr-FouRTK

Attest:
H. H. HAMMER, 

National Secretary.

X. 
thereto as 
Camp No.

40 
170

• 51

Report of the National Secretary for August-September, 
1924, inc.:

Receipts—
August 14, To Balance 
Received for:

Charter Fees .................................

Miscellaneous—Premium on Bond Sale and 
Interest on Bonds  

New 
follows:

Location and 'Division. 
Independence, Missouri 
Luzerne, Pennsylvania 
Kearney, Nebraska

w-

Office Expenses—
For Stationery National Officers, 'Stationery Stock, Rent 

(Quarter), Postage, Telegrams, Express 5 oii.oo
Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses—

oMl- int°rmed *

NEW CAMPS.
havp been instituted and Charters Camps nave

No. Mem
25 ’
21
21

........... 51651.08
15.00

425.41
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ORGANIZATION.

III. Attention is called to the articles now appearing in 
The Banner, from the pen of Past Division Commander Fred E. 
Upham, of Leominster, Massachusetts, who is now in charge of 
our National Organization work. He is an enthusiast in this 
field. I beg every officer of every Division and of every Camp 
to give heed to his comment. Each Camp should secure for the 
use of its active members, at least five of the books gotten out 
by the National Organization Committee; and then it should 
make use of them!

NATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK.
IV. Attention is called to the observance of National Edu. 

cation Week, November 17-23, 1924, mentioned elsewhere in this 
issue. This movement is sponsored not only by the U. S. bu
reau of Education and the National Education Association, but 
also by the National Americanism Commission with which oui 
Order is affiliated. Every member should give to this most wo 
thy movement his moral support and, where possible, his <
and material co-operation.

election of camp officers.
V. In a few days every Camp will begin to tlunk

selection of officers to guide its destinies * seriously
year. This is a duty which every mem to should tai se
and consider earnestly. In the last analysis the lecon

GENERAL ORDERS NO. XI.

Headquarters,
COMMANDERY-lN-CniEF, SONS OF VETERANS, USA 

Office of ’Commander-in-Chief,
No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio

November 1, 1924.
VETERANS’ NIGHT.

I. Just a reminder of Veterans’ Night! No doubt every 
Camp, hy this time, has its plans well under way for the proper 
observance of this festival. If not, why not?

APPOINTMENTS.
II. In accordance with plan heretofore announced, the fol

lowing brothers have been recommended by their Division Com
manders for duty as 'Special Aides on the Staff of the Conunand- 
er-in-Chief, and their appointment as such is hereby announced:

S. W. King, 303 Cutting Bldg., Joliet, III.
W. F. Gottschalk, c/o Mammouth Shoe Store, Terre Haute, 

Indiana.
J. H. Smith, 204 Maine St., Cedar Falls, Iowa.
C. B. Martin, 122 South 32nd St., Parsons, Kan.
C. G. Closson, 426 East Fair St., Independence, Mo.
A. W. Elliott. 41 Pine St., Concord, N. H.
Wm. C. Kronmeyer, 309 Central Ave., West Hoboken, N. J.
•E. E. Holmes, Johnson, Vt.
Otto F. Berner, Antigo, Wis.
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I
ChartersSince

19

members September 6th, 1924, and Charter issued

 $ 352.04

Total Receipts 

Total Expenditures 

iBy balance, October 31, 1924 

? 684.92 

$1036.92

$ 364.85

$ 672.U

Expenditures— 
By General Expenses 
Office Expenses ....

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. II.

National Secretary for month of October,

1 as follows: 
Location and Division.

Castine, Maine
Toledo, Iowa
Dimondale, Michigan

No. Applets.
47
24
15

IX. Report of 
1924:

Receipts—
September 30, 1924, To balance
Received for:

Per Capita Tax ...................
Charter Fees 
Supplies 
Miscellaneous 

 $33'8.20
26.65

Camp 
as your 
~ whom

Order, whether 
room;
officers.
you

FORTY-FOUlrrii

VIII. 
for new L

Date.
October
October 6
October 18
Camp No. 97, Castine, Division of Maine, was instituted with 

46 Charter i___ ~ 1001 iconor1
thereto.

new camps.
Since last announcement applications for 

Camps have been approved * ”
No. Camp.

3 97

$199.04 
15.00 

470.66 
.22 

t- .^nurgelyb^ y°u select!
and it is to this duty! Choose only those

hahdino ' memorial association, .
uv famns or members to the Hardin » Contributions by C P lQ past comniander-in-Chief 

Memorial fhind, must be^ R w w lington, Q q

v. :flPate will be sent in acknowledgment of re-a membership ceitincdtc
«ipt of contributions. 

REPORTS.

,-oinn Commanders will promptly supply each Camp 
VIL i?Wnrms’7 and 28 (Secretary and Treasurer Reports), 

with blank December 31st.
for the qua  d MUST see that these reports, accompa-

Camp Comnandeis .u ded to Division headquarters
nied by PeJTc®p'^Tj^G NIGHT IN DECEMBER. This is neces- 
on the LAST MEE - instal]ation o£ new Camp officers after 
sary in oruei uu ***«
December 31st.

VI. < 
Memorial*—> 
H. V. Speelman 16o2

of contributions.
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Ohio ....................................
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? 338.20
Officers ? 26.55

$ 364.85

Attest:
Commander-in-Chief.

I.

H. H. HAMMER, 
National Secretary.

5335.95
2.25

Office Expenses—
For Stationery, National

Total Expenditures 

GENERAL ORDERS NO. XII.
Headquarters,

COMM ANDERY-lN-'ClIIEF, 'SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A.
Office of Commander-in-Chief, 

No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
December 1, 1924.

1TEMIZED EX PEN DITU |{ES.
General Expenses—

For Stock and Supplies  
printing .............................................................

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION CAMPAIGN.

III. Attention is again called to the National Organization 
campaign, in charge of Brother Fred E. Upham. Every Camp 
should procure five of the booklets which he is distributing and 
place them in the hands of a Membership Committee composed 
of five of their liveliest ‘-live wires.” Every Division Com
mander is urged to push the National Organization Campaign.

By order of
W. M. COFFIN,

CHRISTMAS.

In the spirit of the Prince of Peace the Commander-in- 
Chief wishes every member a Christmastide filled 'with good 
cheer and a New Year replete with happiness and prosperity.

OUR ORGANIZATION SLOGANS FOR THE NEW YEAR.

II. For Divisions: “A Camp for Every Post.” 
For Camps: “Get Upham’s Book and Organize.” 
For 'Members: “Every Member Get a Member.”

REGIONAL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION.

past, and will be put into effect during this administratio .
The following Regional Districts are hereby cons i u
District No. 1—The New England Regio“’n ^Massachusetts, 

Divisions of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, * 
Connecticut and Rhode Island. Divi.

District No. 2—The Eastern Regio“’ 5?^S1®nd Maryland, 
sions of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and

District No. 3—The East Central Region, consisting of
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Try it.

72 Koii'1’y-1'Ouhth

Divisions of Alabama & Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mich- 
i^au and 'Wisconsin.

'District No. 4—The West Central Region, consisting Of th* 
Divisions of Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas and Missour?

District No. 5—The Rocky Mountain and Pacific Region co>,' 
sisting of the Divisions of California & Pacific, Washington and 
Oregon.

Commandery Officers or Special Aides will shortly be piaC6[1 
in charge of these Regional Districts for all organization and 

’ campaign work. Their names will be announced in next General
Orders.

All officers and members are asked to give those Regional 
Officers their fullest co-operation.

UNIVERSAL PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

V. Whereas, the Forty-third Annual Encampment of the 
Commandery-in-Chief adopted a recommendation in approval of 
the so-called “Universal Pledge of Allegiance;” the same to be 
“effective upon adoption by the several allied orders at their re
spective Encampments;”

And Whereas, the Commander-in-Chief has now received offi
cial information to the effect that the Grand Army of the Re
public and a majority of the allied orders adopted said Pledge 
of Allegiance at their respective, recent National Encampments;

-Now therefore, the adoption of the following Pledge of Alle
giance, towit:

“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America, and to the Republic for which it stands; one Nation 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all,”
is hereby proclaimed to be in effect, for use and observance by 
all constituted bodies of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., on all 
occasions where utterance of the pledge of allegiance is appro
priate.

The National Secretary will promulgate proper amendments 
for the ritual.

EXCHANGE OF DIVISION ORDERS AND CIRCULARS.

VI. Division Commanders are urged to see to it that copies 
of all their divisional issues (Division Orders. Circulars oi’ Bul
letins) are forwarded to the Commander and Secretary of eveiy 
other Division. The interchange of ideas and helpful sugges
tions in this manner will prove quite worth-while. Try it.

APPOINTMENTS.
In accordance with plan heretofore announced, the 

by their Division 
the Staff of the Com- 

such is hereby an

vil. 1
following brothers have been recommended by 
Commanders for duty as Special Aides on t’ 
mander-in-Chief, and their appointment as 
nounced:

Lewis C. Colman, Swampscott, Massachusetts.
U. G. Boyer, 473 North Winter Street, Salem, Oregon.
Frederick A. Godcharles, 'Milton, Pennsylvania. .
Edward S. Moulton, 1003 Turks Head Building, Providence 

Rhode Island.



13

the purposes

quarterly re-
XI.

BjjCAMr^lENT

revised and 
All changes in 

Secre- 
the publishers 
is entitled to 

• ; are dila- 
meinbers.

OFFICERS ATTENTION!

cers to answer official communications addressed to them and 
requiring a response. From several official sources the Com
mander-in-Chief has. received complaint of similar neglect on 
the part of officers in both Camp and Division, and of neglect 
also, in the matter of the prompt forwarding of required reports’

Common courtesy of every day life demands that every let
ter, not positively insulting, and requiring a response, should be 
answered.

Acceptance of any office implies a promise, and imposes an 
obligation, to perform at least the minimum requirements of the 
duties of that office, amongst which are the proper answering 
of official communications and the proper rendition of reports.

We have due compassion for the frailties of human kind; we 
know that sickness or distress sometimes prevent performance, 
even where there is a will to do; we know, too, that all cannot 
fill stellar roles in this drama of life. We do not ask the im
possible. But we do demand that at least the minimum require
ments of the duties of every office, both in Camp and Division, 
shall be faithfully met during this administration.

A promise given, an obligation accepted, should be met. To 
fail therein is dishonorable. If any officer is confronted by cir
cumstances which render impossible the performance by him of 
even the minimum requirements of his obligation, he should 
have the frankness to say so, and the common decency to resign, 
and let someone else who can, have a chance to perform. To 
do otherwise, not only holds inert the functioning of his own 
office, but impedes the good work attempted by others.

This administration does not propose to wear any millstones 
around its neck. The Commander-in-Chief will not hesitate in 
the performance of a duty, no matter how unpleasant it may be. 
Produce, or get out!

This is not a threat. It is just a friendly and timely warn
ing to the careless in order to acquaint them with the tempera- 
wanl- nP 4-Kzv v>-> r> r» rlnv_in-Ph inf find the DUrPOSCS Of tlliSment of the Commander-in-Chief, and 
administration.

POSTS OF THE G. A. R. TO BE VISITED.

New Camp Officers are urged of the Re.
render assistance of any 1 
s or on other occasions, 
attend the Post meetings.
—3 LISTS CORRECT.

X. Camp Secretaries should be careful tokeep 
up-to-date their lists of members and„‘J^I’to the Division 

i that tney a. e sent promptly-to 
Every member ^ good^s^d^ g^.^ 

to their fellow 
reports.

that their

IX. New Camp Officers are urged to be regular in i 
tendance at meetings of Posts of the Grand Army o . ; 
public. Be ready, if requested, to render assistance o to the Comrades at their meetings, or - occasions. All 
officers and members are urged to i—

KEEP MEMBERSHIP MAILING

Camp Secretaries should be c
i- vw UULC Ulicil 11DCO VI ----- --------------------------

these lists should be promptly forwarded 
tary who will see that they are "”/'T 
°f The Banner. '
receive this publication each month, 
tory in this matter they are unfair 

PER CAPITA TAX 

Camp Commanders will see
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XVI.

Camp No. 5, Mitchell, S. D., with 10

17No. 38, Erie, withCamp

$ G72.lt

Location and Division.
Essex, Massachusetts
Reading, Massachusetts

Date Inst’ted.
June 19
May 19

XIII. L-
missions (Form 33) are issued to all Camp Officers

No. Mem
19
32

first 
capita 
» have 

1 their

XV.
as follows:

No.
126

23*

FOM"f-FOUliT1I-

norts with per capita tax for the quarter ending Decetnbe.
are forwarded without delay on the last meeting n- 

this*’month—DECEMBER—to their respective Division 
r’nmmannprc: Will UTffP C.nmn n-----HiifirrsrSw ------Camp Secretaries, and Camp Treasurers to be prompt with 

returns.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. IL
XVII. Report of the National Secretary for month of No

vember, 1924:
Receipts—

October 31, 1924, To balance

1?-r 31st, 
night of 

Division 'Commanders will urge Camp Command11’ 
□iarips. and Camp Treasurers to be prompt with tlieSe

NEW CAMPS.
New Camps have been instituted and Charters issued

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS.

XII Camp Officers’ installations will take place at the 
meeting in January. Installing Officers will see that per c 
tax and reports for the quarter ending December 31st, 1924 
been forwarded to Division Headquarters, or are placed in’ 
hands for forwarding, before proceeding with installation.

COMMISSIONS FOR CAMP OFFICERS.

Division Commanders will see that^appropriate coni- 
...  - > as provided
by the Regulations promptly after their installation and receipt
of Installing Officers’ reports (Form 22).

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR’S REPORTS.

XIV. Camp Patriotic Instructors’ Reports (Form 50) MUST 
be sent to Division Patriotic Instructors immediately after De
cember 31st, 1924. Camp Commanders will give this matter their 
personal attention to insure the prompt forwarding of this re
port.

CAMPS DROPPED.

Charters revoked, and Division Secretaries will make 
record accordingly:

Illinois—’Dropped: Camp No. 16, McLean, with 23 members; 
Camp No. 20, Greenup, with 20 members; Camp ’No. 35, Marengo, 
with 14 members; Camp No. 84, Warren, with 19 members; 
Camp No. 86, Robinson, with 17 members; Camp No. 94, Mattoon, 
with 28 members; Camp No. 291, Greenville, with 49 members; 
Camp No. 301, Oblong, with 19 members.

Massachusetts—Dropped: Camp No. 10, Millers Falls, with 
37 members.

Minnesota—Dropped: 
members.

'Pennsylvania—Disbanded: 
members.
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Total Receipts $4272.04
$4944.15

Total Expenditures $3769.5G
$1174.59

2916.54

$3712.62
inc.:

$3769.56Total Expenditures 

$3984.88
244.66
42.50 

Attest:
H. H. HAMMER.

• National Secretary.

$3712.62 
22.03 
3*4.91

626.94
20.06
22.08

Postage, Express, -Sta- 
$ 22.03

event in the 
•’,e birth of 

, Defenders’

GENERAL ORDERS NO. I.
Headquarters,

COMMANDEBY-INCHIEF, 'SONS OF VETEBANS, U. S. A.

Office of Commander-in-Chief,
No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincin 2, 1925.

To Balance, November 30, 1924
ITEMIZED EXPEND1TITRES.

General Expenses—
For Stock and Supplies $ 127.00 
Subscription, The Banner: September, $969.76;

October, $975.08; November, $971.70  
Encampment, Printing and Promulgating Jour

nal of Proceedings, 1924 Encampment, Bos
ton; Shipping, etc

Printing  
Shipping Supplies, October and November, inc.

UNION DEFENDERS’ DAY.

Abraham Lincoln, which we celebrate as 
Day,” February twelfth.

By order of
W. M. COFFIN, 

Commander-in-Chief.

Office Expenses—
For October-November, 

tionery .............
Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses—

For October-November, inc.: Postage, Telegrams, Travel
ing, Stenographer, Miscellaneous $ 34.91

BeCe|eerdCapHa Tax ..............................
Supplies ...........................................Miscellaneous, Interest on Bonds 

Expenditures—
By General Expenses 
Office Expenses ...........................
Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses 



76

Bank

Rochester, N. Y.
District No. 3—Park F. Yengling (Acting), 507 The Arcade,

tucket, R. I.
District No. 2—Theodore C. Cazeau, 434 Mercantile Bldg.,

dedicate
J our

Cleveland, O.
District No. 4—Moses 

Block, Omaha, Neb.
District No. 5—C. Randall Bubb, 724 Puget Sound 

Bldg., Tacoma, Wash.
Through these Regional Aides, the Commander-in-Chief ex

pects soon to call meetings of all Division Commanders and 
others interested within each Regional District, for the purpose 
of discussing our mutual problems and planning future activ
ities. These meetings will be held at places as nearly central 
in each district as is possible. Every Division Commander will 
be expected to attend the District meeting within his own dis
trict. Special Aides, Past Commanders-in-Chief and others in
terested are cordially invited to attend.

anniversary 
." • A most 

oC suitable 
ou the sub- 
-i and the

statue of 
- -- cere-

LEGISLATIVE aide.
Commander-in-Chief1|WltvSc<ma?e of tlle appointment of Past 
Washington D c' a. n SpeeI“an, 1652 Hobart Street, N. W„

Brother’ SneS’ P™aI and Legislative Aide.
liason agent in our Personal representative and
larly jn connection uTp tlle NationaI Capital; but partieu- 
is, or may becOm°e“ TntoefS^1 )egislation in which tl,e Order

the new year.
tt the threshold of a New Year, the Commander-in- Chie^^x^s hiSv-^^^Oe^ « 

Officers, and. dQes hg request the camp Commanders and
HCCnwision Commanders to give most thoughtful attention to 
he messages addressed to them, severally, on other pages ot the 

current issue of The Banner.
regional district organization.

HI Announcement is made of the appointment of Re- ■ JI Aides to have charge of the respective Regional District 
Stfons constituted in the last General Orders, as follows:

Mstrirt No. 1—Charles P. Hall, 209 Oak Hall Bldg., Paw-

P. O’Brien (Acting), 308 Barker

forty-fourth

for the fitting observance of this r- Arrangements loi way. The methods are many.
should be already und occasion js the furnishing 
valuable actI'?Eps ‘ the pupils in our public schools „„ 
speakers to address U e 1 Qur Greatest American&t of the life ^Te’fenders of the Union.
achievements those cities which possess a ,

The 10TCaJnin might appropriately arrange a simple 
Abraham L'nco monument.
mony at method let us all on this occasion d

fuiiaeffmt to the re-kindling of the fires at the altars
National Idealism.
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V.

VII.

for month of Decem-XI.

$1174.59

Total Receipts

Camp No.
71
38
61

21
68
17

NEW CAMPS.
X. Applications were approved and Camps instituted, Chai -

Date Inst’ed N<x Mem.
October IS
October 20

December 1

..$148.64

.. 10.00

.. 305.68
$ 464.32

$1638.91

ESCAMrMErf'r

ters issued thereto as follows, since last announcement: 
Location and Division.

Toledo, Iowa 
Vandergrift, Pa. 
Newport, Maine

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. IV.
— Report of the National Secretary 

ber, 1924:
Receipts—

November 30, 1924, To balance 
Received for

Per Capita Tax 
Charter Fees .........................................
'Supplies ...................................................

SPECIAL AIDE.

On recommendation of the Division Commander the 
Mowing appointment as Special Aide on the Staff of the Com- 
mander-in^hief is announced:

G. D. Bentley, 930 Fifteenth Ave., <S. E., Minneapolis, Minn. 
RITUAL INSERTS—FLAG PLEDGE..

VI. Inserts for Ritual relative to Pledge of Allegiance, have 
been supplied to all Division Headquarters for the respective 
Camps. Directions for promulgating same to Camp Command
ers have been isued. They will be attached to the Ritual as 
designated. Camp Commanders who have not received these in
serts through their Division Headquarters will at once commu
nicate with their Division Commanders. The Pledge of Alle
giance as promulgated in General Orders No. 12, December, 1924, 
issue of The Banner, will be observed by all Camps.

PER CAPITA TAX AND REPORTS.
Reports and per capita tax for Quarter ended Decem

ber 31st, 1924, will be forwarded by Camp Secretaries, Camp 
Treasurers (Form 27 and 28) at once if not already in the

Camp Commanders will givehands of Division Secretaries.
this their personal and prompt attention.

PASSWORD AND COUNTERSIGN.
VIII. New Password and Countersign (Form OOOO) will 

be issued to Camps by Division Commanders upon receipt of per 
capita tax and reports for the quarter ended December 31st, 
1924. This will be promulgated only to Camps in good standing.

Camp Commanders will convey the password and counter
sign only to members in good standing January, 1925.

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTORS’ REPORTS DUE.
IX. Camp Patriotic Instructors will forward their reports 

to their Division Patriotic Instructors. Camp Commanders are 
charged to see to it that this report (Form 50) is forwarded, 
without further notice.
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$ 884.59

$ 208.35
Stenographer $ 31.00

Total Expenditures $1123.94

GENERAL ORDERS NO. II.

$1123.94 .

$ 514.9?

Headquarters,
Comma ndery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

Office of Commander-in-Chief,
No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio

February 1, 1925.

$884.59
208.35
31.00

$ 10.38
39.95

9.26
825.00 

Attest:
H. H. HAMMER.

National Secretary.

By order of
W. M. COFFIN, 

Commander-in-Chief.

Office Expenses—
For Postage, Telegrams, Rent (quarter) 

Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses—
For Postage, Traveling,

^m-FOUBTH

Expenditures—
By General Expenses 
Office Expenses ................................................
Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses 

Total Expenditures 

To Balance, December 31, 1924  
ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES.

General Expenses—
For Supplies ........................................
Printing ............................................................
Shipping Supplies  
Salary (quarter) 

OUR CALENDAR.

fenders’ADavn^h± fitting celebration of Union De-
way in all Camps. 5 12th are’ °r shoukl be' already under 

ahead1' then turn °,lr attention to the days that lie
pomattov Dav S?.°A to plan appropriate observance of Ap- 
27) Fithpr nr aU(l GeneraI Grant’s birthday (April
worth-whiia °tb may be made the occasion for a lively and 
resnonsp fn ?atberin^» an(l don’t forget to emphasize Grant’s 
Grand Armv J^efi sH£render- Gf course, the Comrades of the 
your program for the^ieayUW1C Wi" °°CUpy “ prominent plaCe

RE-ALLOCATION of territory.
and TWAnf?ffeCtiveJas of January J, 1925, the States of Idaho 
sk>n And tV? a*'e/Cached from the California and Pacific Divi- 
in thpca attacbed to the Washington Division. Camps located 
December render tlleir reports for the quarter ended
future r J924. to the California and Pacific Division and all 
tuture reports to the Washington Division.
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AT

and Charter issuedbeen approved
Mein.
18

S. 
on the 
...~.i of

No. Appl.
23
16

encampment

IV. The State of Fexas is detached from the Paiifnvni j 
Pacific Division and attached to the Kansas Division aDd

V. The States of Colorado Wyoming, Utah and New Mexico 
are hereby declared to constitute a Provisional Division. Can ns 
located therein will report, for the time being to the Pnm 
mander of the California and Pacific Division as heretofore.

AIDES.

VI. Past Division Commander Fred J. Phillips of Chic-azn 
Ill., is hereby appointed Special Military Aide on the Staff of 
the Commander-in-Chief. I-Ie is charged with the duty of organ
izing a uniformed guard of honor which, at the request of Com
mander-in-Chief Arensberg, will act as escort to the Grand 
Army of the Republic at the National Encampment to be held 
at Grand Rapids, Michigan, August 31-September 5, 1925.

VII. In recognition of service rendered, Brother George 
Carroll, Portsmouth, Ohio, is appointed a Special Aide c.. ' 
Staff of the Commander-in-Chief, representing the Division 
Ohio.

REPORTS AND PER CAPITA TAX.

VIII. The Division of Washington reported for the Quarter 
ending September, 1924, very late; but showed in good stand
ing 12 Camps and 629 members—a gain of 1 Camp and 29 mem
bers.

IX. Division Commanders will see that Camp Secretaries 
and Camp Treasurers, who have not forwarded reports and per 
capita tax for last quarter, will do so at once. Every effort to 
secure same without delay should be made, so as to avoid 
necessity of carrying Camps on the rolls as delinquent.

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTORS’ REPORTS.

X. These reports from Camp Patriotic Instructors, Form 
50, are now over-due. Division. Commanders and Division Pa
triotic Instructors will secure these reports from Camps at once, 
consolidate same and promptly forward their reports (Form 
51) to National Patriotic Instructor Theodore C. Cazeau, 434 
Mercantile Building, Rochester, New York.

RITUAL INSERTS.

XI. Inserts for the Ritual, changes adopted at the Boston 
Encampment (1924), have been supplied to all Divisions 101 
the Rituals in use in each Camp. Reports have been received 
to the effect that these have NOT beenOfficers in some instances, as directed. EVERY CAMP MUST 
HAVE THESE CHANGES and arrange the printed inserts 
the parts of the Ritual designated.

Division Commanders who have not complied, will
ONCE provide all Camps with these inserts. 

new camps.

XII. Applications have 
for new Camps as follows: 
Bate App’d. Camp No. Location and Division.

Jan. 5 14 Janesville, Iowa
Jan. 29 .. Mason City, Iowa
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month of Jan.

Total Receipts $ 681.69

$1196.66

Total Expenditures $ 495.96

5 700.70

$ 405.70

$ 90.26
Total Expenditures $ 495.96

GENERAL ORDERS NO. III.
'Headquarters,

Comma ndery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.
Office of Commander-in-Chief, 

No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
March 2, 1925.

$405.70
90.26

Expenditures—
By General Expenses 
Commander-in-Chief's Expenses 

Balance, January 31, 1925
ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES.

General Expenses—
For Stock and Supplies 

Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses—
For Postage, Telegrams, Traveling, Stenographer 

Attest:
H. H. HAMMER.

•National Secretary.

5 514.97

$339.44
10.00

33’2.25

By order of
W. M. COFFIN, 

Commander-in-Chief.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. V.
XIII. Report of the National Secretary, for 

uary, 1925:
Receipts—

December 31, 1924, To balance
Received for

Per Capita Tax 
Charter Fees 
Supplies ..............................

fo«ty-foukth

OUR CALENDAR.
I. Just, another reminder of Appomattox Day (April 9th) 

and General Grant’s birthday (April 27th). See last months 
General Order.

And it is not too soon now for the Camps to begin their 
preparations for the proper observance of Memorial Day.

COMMANDERY-IN-CIIIEF ENCAMPMENT.

II. The Forty-fourth Annual Encampment of Com 
mandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., will assemble a 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, during the week of August 30, 19-a-

The Encampment will be called to order on Tuesday, Sep 
tember 1, 1925, at 10 o’clock A. M.
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DIVISION ENCAMPMENTS.

fill. Dates and places of Division Encampments will be re
ported as soon as possible to Commandery-in-Chief Headquarters.

Announcement is made of the following Division Encamp
ments:

APRIL—Massachusetts at Boston, April 7-8.
New Hampshire at Concord, April 9-10.
Connecticut at East Hartford, April 23-24.

MAY — Illinois at Aurora, May 12-14.
JiUNE— Pennsylvania at Oil City, June 16-18.

New Jersey at Cape May, June 25-26.
BONDS OF DIVISION COMMANDERS.

IV. Division Commanders chosen at the coming Division 
Encampments will take note that, as enacted at the Forty-third 
Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Boston, 1924, 
it is required:

“That the bonds of Division Commanders to the Commander- 
in-Chief shall hereafter be in the form of “POSITION BONDS,” 
IN AND TO THE NAME OF THE OFFICE AND NOT the indi
vidual, provisions for which shall be made in the respective Divi
sions.

Such bonds shall be subject only to the filing of annual pre
mium renewal certificate after the original bond in such form 
shall have been duly filed and approved.”

A Division Commander’s Bond only is required to be filed 
with the Commander-in-Chief. It will be in the sum of One 
Thousand ($1,000) Dollars. It will be made to “Wm. M. Coffin, 
Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. 'S. A., Cincinnati, 
Ohio,” and forwarded to him.

Premium on this bond will be paid by the Division.
The Bond to the Commander-in-Chief does NOT PREVENT 

a Division also securing bond from the Division Commander.
CAMP CHAPLAIN’S REPORTS.

p V. 'Division Commanders will promptly issue to aJ!.rqa^?n
44, Camp Chaplain’s Report. Camp Commanciers 11 

8‘ve attention to this report and have return made without de 
^-'-immediately after the ceremonies on Memorial Da. 
Uivision Chaplain.

Temporary Headquarters of the Commandery-in-Chipf win ._ established at the Hotel 'Alorton. This hotel will akso h^hnV,1 
uarters for the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary. S° be head'

qU The Council-in-Chief will meet at the Hotel Morton at < 
n’elock P- on AIouday’ August 31st, 1925, to audit the’hnnk* and accounts of the National Secretary-Treasurer. h k

The Parade of the Grand Army of the Republic will take 
place Wednesday morning, September 2nd, 1925.

A railroad rate of one-way fare for the round trip has 
secured and will apply as heretofore and under similar 
tions.

Hotel arrangements, rates, etc., will be published
Orders.
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re-

13

with 15

bers.

$ 700.70

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. VI.
Report of the National Secretary for month of Februaiy,X. 

1925:
Receipts—

January 31, 1925, To balance

VI.
Camp

CAMP CHARTERS REVOKED.
IX. The following Camps having been Disbanded and 

Dropped their Charters have been revoked, and record at Divi
sion Headquarters will be made accordingly:

California and Pacific—Disbanded:

Division Chaplains will see that Camp Chaplains renori 
nromntly and will make their returns on Form 43 to National 
Chaplain Francis C. Hawthorne, 1227 West 49th Street, Los 
Angeles, California.

The date of the Commandery-in-Chief Encampment at Grand 
Rapids Michigan, necessitates the prompt return of these 
ports by Camp Chaplains and also by Division Chaplains.

CAMP SECRETARY AND TREASURER REPORTS.
All Camps should be supplied with Forms 27 and 

Camp Secretary and Camp Treasurer Reports, for the quarters 
ending March and-June, 1925, without delay by Division Head
quarters. Division Commanders will see that these reports are 
returned to their Headquarters with per capita tax for the said 
quarters promptly.

Camp Commanders, Camp Secretaries and Camp Treasurers 
should make it a positive rule to SEND THESE REPORTS 
WITH PER CAPITA TAX to their respective Division Head
quarters ON THE LAST MEETING IN THE QUARTER.

ACK NOWLEDGMENT.

VII. Within the last forty days three district meetings have 
been held and official visits have been paid by the Commander
in-Chief to ten Divisions. Acknowledgment is made by the 
Commander-in-Chief of the uniform kindness and courtesy 
shown to him on all of these occasions and he takes this first 
opportunity to express his grateful appreciation thereof.

NEW CAMP CHARTERED.
VIII. Charter has been issued to Camp No. 13, Zanesville, 

Division of Ohio, instituted November 13, 1924, with 60 Charter 
members.

Camp No. 27, Porter
ville, with 19 members; Camp No. 3*5, Rodonda Beach, with 12 
members.

Connecticut—'Dropped, Camp No. 12, Windsor Locks, with 
13 members.

Illinois—-Dropped: Camp No. 3, Charleston, with 34 mem- 
mebers; Camp No. 11, Newton, with 15 members; Camp No. 18, 
Lawrenceville, with 24 members; Camp No. 19, Johnston City, 
with 19 members; Camp No. 27, Rochelle, with 33 members.

Massachusetts—Dropped, Camp No. 83, Ipswich, with 
members.

New Jersey—Disbanded, Camp No. 37, Millville, 
members.

Pennsylvania—Dropped, Camp No. 148, Irwin, with 15 mem-
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Total Receipts 
$4334.75

Total Expenditures $3322.59
$1712.86

56.10

35.32
53014.91

$ 27.41
$ 280.27
53322.59Total Expenditures 

GENERAL ORDERS NO. IV.
Headquarters,

C. H.» Virginia.

* 
f

•$4018.48
5.00 

• 311.27

2902.65
20.84

Office Expenses—
For Postage, Express, Telegrams, 'Stationery, 

January-February, inc  
Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses—

For Postage, Telegrams, Traveling, Stenographer 

Received foi
1 per Capita Tax 

Charter Fees ..
Supplies 

I
r of the sur- 
Every Camp

By order of
W. M. COFFIN, .

Coininander-in-Chief.

Expenditures—
By General Expenses 
Office Expenses 
Commander-in-Chief Expenses 

Attest:
H. H. HAMMER, 

National Secretary.

Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.
Office of Commander-in-Chief,

No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnat^p°n 1925.

OUR APRIL CALENDAR.

event. Get out your old histones and y the story of 
moirs” of General Grant and read over once more attitufle 

day. From Grant’s desire for peace and from

Balance, February 28, 1925
ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES.

General Expenses—
For Supplies $
The Banner, Subscription: December, 1924, 

5969; January, 1925, $969.54; February, 
1925’, $964.11 !

Shipping Supplies, January-February, inc
Officers—Except Commander-in-Chief and Na

tional Secretary-Treasurer 

$5035.45
$3014.91

27.41
280.27
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of conciliation and brotherly love, no less than from his
age «uu ***« —- ■ —--J — increased devotion to the country

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE.

IV. This is in charge of Past Division Commander Fred E. 
Upham, 73 Tremont ’Street, Boston, Massachusetts, to whom all 
communications on the subject of organization work, incident 
to campaigns for members and Camps, should be addressed.

All members, and especially all officers, are urged to read 
the page devoted to “National Organization Work,” which is 
edited by Brother Upham.

LAST CALL.

Y« Camps and Members who have not contributed to the 
■Harding Memorial Association Fund, are urged to do so w1 
out further delay. All contributions should be made direct to

and1 his~loyalty to the National -Union, you will gain°an 
inspiration and an increased devotion to the country and thn 
flag for which, with Grant, our fathers fought.

And then, on April 27, comes the 103rd Anniversary 
General Grant’s birth. This day may be used, in lieu * 
9th, for the commemorative exercises suggested.

MEMORIAL DAY.

II. Attention is directed to the approach of Memorial Dav 
and to the duties of all members and of all Camps on this day

Camp Commanders should lay their plans promptly; com
mittees should be named; and the program should be under way 
Every member should be enlisted in that day’s work. On -Sun* 
day, May 24th, Camps might appropriately arrange to attend" 
Divine Services in a body.

Camps in charge of Memorial Day exercises will conduct 
services in accordance with the Ritual. Where Posts of the 
Grand Army of the Republic are in charge, Camps will tender 
their services and render all necessary assistance in the decora
tion of graves and all other duties that may be assigned them.

•Division Commanders will see that all Camps are supplied 
with report blank, Form 44, without delay.

Camp Chaplains will forward this report (Form 44) ON 
‘MEMORIAL DAY, showing their part in the day’s ceremonies, 
to their Division Chaplains.

Division Chaplains, in turn, will make prompt report, on 
Form 43, to National Chaplain, Francis C. Hawthorne, 1227 West 
49th Street, Los Angeles, California.

REGIONAL CONFERENCES.

III. During the months of January and February Regional 
Conferences were held in the First, Second and Third Regional 
Districts. They are believed to be a power for good. At least 
it is hoped they started some new lines of thought. They should 
be more generally attended.

A Regional Conference for the Fourth District is scheduled 
to take place in Omaha, Nebraska, on April 18th-19th. It is 
hoped there will be present a goodly representation from among 
the membership in this Regional District.
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DIVISION ENCAMPMENTS.

VI. Dates and places of Division Encana .
ported as soon as possible to Commander^Chief n11 J* re‘ 
ters, u-^nej Headquar-

Announcement is made of the following Divi^ r. 
meats: 6 lvision Encamp-

APRIL—Massachusetts at Boston, April 7 8
New Hampshire at Concord, April 9 in 
Rhode Island at Providence April 2?
Connecticut at East Hartford, April 22-24

NAY — Illinois at Aurora, May 12-14.
JUNE — Maryland at Baltimore, June 2-3 

Iowa at Mason City, June 9-1’0-11 
Pennsylvania at Oil City, June 16-18 
New Jersey at Cape May, June 25-26.

DIVISION ENCAMPMENT RETURNS.

VII. Immediately after installation of Officers at Division 
Encampment, report will be made in duplicate on Form 49 to 
the National Secretary, in order that the rolls of the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief may be prepared.

Owing to the early date of the Commandery-in-Chief En
campment it is absolutely necessary that these returns be for
warded without a moment’s delay.

DIVISION COMMANDERS’ BONDS.

VIII. Attention is again called to the fact that the position 
of Division Commander and not the individual is to be bonded. 
See paragraph III, General Order No. 3, March, 1925. Division 
Encampments will make appropriate arrangements. The bond 
will be in the sum of One Thousand Dollars, made to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

QUARTERLY REPORTS AND PER CAPITA TAX.

IX. Forms 27 and 28—Camp Secretary and Camp Treas
urer Reports, with per capita tax for the quarter ending March 
31, 1925, are NOW due from all Camps and should be at their 
respective Division Headquarters. It is urged that ALL Camp 
Commanders see that these returns are made without delay., 
Civision Commanders should make every effort to secure these 
returns AT ONCE.

Division Commanders will give attention to the forwarding 
w the returns of their Division Secretaries and Division lieas 
urers on Forms 3-5, 37, and 38, with per capita tax for the March 
Quarter, to the National Secretary. ...
... It is hoped there will be no delinquent Camps oi Division 
uns quarter.
tbn nix Weeks after the close of the last quarter, ovei 30/o 
bothCa\nps were delinquent for reports, or per cap Jers 
Thic’ A n.u?nber of Camps were delinquent tor se < 
of th c?atlition cannot long exist. It is a direct ,? jse

the Division Commander, taking precedence ovei al
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Hotel

each;

re

membera

ventions in connection with the Encampment:
Woman’s Relief Corps; Ladies of the G. A. R.; Daughters of 

Veterans; Sons of Veterans; Sons of Veterans’ Auxiliary; Army 
Nurses of the Civil War.

In order to purchase these round trip tickets at the reduced 
fare, it 'will be necessary that those indicated as above prese 
to the local ticket agent identification certificates.

Division Secretaries will secure railroad certificates oi 
orders for reduced fare from the Assistant Adjutants-Generai o

commandery-in-ciiief encampment.
X. Arrangements have been completed for the Forty-fourth 

Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Vet
erans, U. S. A., which will convene at Grand Rapids, Michigan 
at 10 o’clock A. M., Tuesday, September 1, 1925.

Temporary Headquarters will be established at the 
Morton, August 31st, 1925. Headquarters of the Sons of Vet
erans Auxiliary will also be at this hotel.

RATES for accommodations at the Hotel Morton are on the 
European Plan, as follows:

Rooms with bath, full size bed, two persons, $2.50 each* 
larger rooms with bath, full size bed, two persons, $3.00 each; 
single rooms with bath, single bed, $3.50 per day; rooms with 
bath and twin beds, $3.00 and $3.50 each person; large corner 
suites, $12.00 and $15.00 per day. Extra cots placed in rooms, 
$1.50 each.

RESERVATIONS should be made through GEORGE E. 
COGSHALL, 741 Clancy Avenue, N. E., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Brother Cogshall has been named Chairman of the Sons of Vet
erans Housing Committee, representing National Headquarters.

IT IS IMPORTANT, when you request reservations, that 
you state the day, and hour if possible, when you expect to 
arrive in Grand Rapids; also how many days you expect to 
main there.

RAILROAD RATE will be one fare for the round trip.
Tickets will be sold August 27 to September 2, inclusive.
Tickets will be good going and returning via same route 

only, validation will not be required before return passage. Final 
return limit to reach original starting point not later than Octo
ber 6, 1925. Stopovers will be allowed both going and return
ing upon application to conductor. Identification certificates 
and tickets issued thereunder are not transferable. Tickets may 
be used to start on the return trip on any date but will only be 
good to reach original starting point not later than midnight of 
the date set as “final return limit” as above.

Sale and use of such reduced fare is limited to the follow
ing:

Members of the G. A. R.
Wife, or a dependent member of the family, of 

of the G. A. R.
Widow of a deceased member of the G. A. R.
Members and dependent members of the family of members 

of the following Auxiliary and Allied Organizations holding con-
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onpctive Departments of the Grand Army of the Republic;
}SR nrnnnr distribution tbprpnf

new Camps have been

mem-

$1712.8G

$ 350.57Total Receipts 

$2063.43

Total Expenditures $1758.92

$ 304.51

7.10

$1530.59
For

$ 211.58

16.75$
$1758.92

Expenditures—
By General 'Expenses 
Office Expenses 
Commander-in-Chief Expenses 

102 
Camp

Date.
March 18
March 21
March 31

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. VII.

XII. Report of the National Secretary for month of March, 
1925:

Receipts—
February 28, 1925, To balance 
Received for

■Per Capita Tax 
Charter Fees 
•Supplies 

$ 33.04
15.00

302.53

$1530.59
211.58
16.75 

Attest:
H. h.

make proper distribution thereof.
NEW CAMPS, 

for Charters for

$ 965.32
1.00
7.17

550.00

No. Applets.
36
19
29

By order of
W. M. COFFIN, 

Commander-in-Chief.hammer. 
National Secretary.

Balance, March 31, 1925 
ITEM IZED EXPENDITURES.

General Expenses—
The Banner, Subscription, March, 1925 :
Printing 
Shipping Supplies ’’’77’7’777 .’ 7 7 ’
Salary on a/c  

mcers—Except Commander-in-Chief and Na
tional Secretary-Treasurer 

the -
and "'1U

follows:
Location and Division. 

Kansas City, Missouri 
Newport, Rhode Island 
Falmouth, Massachusetts

No. 30. Kansas City, Division of Missouri, was insti
tuted 7and Charter issued) February 28, with 38 Charter 
bers.

Office Expenses—
ostage, Rent (3 months), Wrapping Paper, 'Sta

tionery 
For ^pJnfInander‘in-Chief’s Expenses—

ostage, Telegrams. Traveling, Stenographer
Total Expenditures 

XI. Applica,^ons 
approved as 
Camp No- 

30
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lfaa the Re
supervision

general ORDERS NO. V.
Headquarters,

Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. a.
Office of Commander-in-Chief,

No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
May 1, 1925.

MEMORIAL DAY.

I. It may well be said that our Order is built around the 
sentiment of Memorial Day.

The Order’s activities may be broadly extended, but its 
foundation rock is a spirit of respect for the Constitutional 
Union which has made our nation great and a spirit of rever
ence for the heroic men and women whose sacrifices have made 
that union .possible.

On this day we renew our pledges of loyalty; and in its 
ceremonies we give visible expression to that spirit of respect 
and reverence. It is a holy day; not a holiday. Let every Son 
of a 'Veteran so regard and observe it!

CITIZENSHIP.

II. One of the crying needs of the day is training in citi
zenship—development in the young of that sturdy sort of char
acter which has made our nation.

One agency which is helping to meet this need is the Citi
zens Military Training Camp. The usefulness of these camps is 
well defined by Mrs. Nellie Taylor Ross, Governor of Wyoming, 
in the following statement:

“It is my earnest hope that many of the young men of the 
state will take advantage of this opportunity—one which I feel 
offers compensation out of all proportion to the required expen
diture of time and effort. Whether or not war shall ever make 
necessary the duty of military service, I feel strongly that the 
physical benefit and mental discipline to be derived from mili
tary training must be an asset to any man throughout all his 
life.

‘T think, too, that young men in the Citizens’ Camps must 
find great stimulus to development in association and competi
tion with others from different sections of the West with whom 
they come in contact.”

The Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., gives its unqualified ap
proval and endorsement to these camps. Every Son of a Veteran 
who has a boy of the proper age should give him the benefit o 
this summer training; and urge similar action on the part o 
his nieghbors.

PROVISIONAL DIVISION OF COLORADO.

HI. The Provisional Division of Colorado, consisting 
States of Colorado, Wyoming, Utah and New Mexico is n 
detached from the Fifth Regional District and attached to 
Fourth Regional District. aKe

Camps located within this provisional Division
all reports direct to the Commandery-in-Chief through .Qn 
gional Aide for the Fourth District, who, under the supei
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5»

Lincoln, 
l Re-

i

eNCampnbnt

\ the Hotel 
oF tiie Sons of Vet- 

plan, as

SPECIAL AIDES.
v. In recognition of services rendered the following broth

ers are hereby appointed Special Aides on the Staff of the Com- 
niander-in-Chief:

Moses P. O’Brien, 722 Peters Trust Building, Omaha, Neb.
George E. Cogshall, 741 Clancy Avenue, N. E., Grand Rapids, 

Michigan.
J. A. Ditson, 1111 Larimer Street, Denver, Colorado.
On recommendation of the Division Commander, Brother E. 

A. Lang, 31 Adams Street, N. W., Washington, D. C., is appoint
ed Special Aide on the -Staff of the Commander-in-Chief, repre
senting the Maryland Division.

DIVISION ENCAMPMENTS.

VI. Announcement is made of the following Division En
campments :

California and Pacific, at Sacramento, May 18-22.
Illinois, at Aurora, May 12-14.
Indiana, at ‘Princeton, June 9-10-11.
'Iowa, at Mason City, June 9-10-11.
Kansas, at Salina, May 12-13-14.
Maine, at Portland, June 10-11.
Maryland, at Baltimore, June 2-3.
Michigan, at Port Huron, June 10-11-12.
Minnesota, at -St. Paul, June 16-17.
Missouri, at Joplin, May 6-7-8.
Nebraska, at Omaha, May 5-6-7.
New Jersey, at Cape May, June 25-26.
'New York, at Saratoga Springs, June Ib-ii-ia.
Ohio, at Mt. Vernon, June 8-9-10-11.
Oregon, at Oregon City, June 23-24-25.
Pennsylvania, at Oil City, June 16-18.
Vermont, at Bennington, June 9-
Washington, at Centralia, June ‘
Wisconsin, at Sheboygan, June 15-lo-l/.

COMMANDEBY-IN-CniEF ENCAMPMENT.

VII. The Forty-fourth Annual ^^Ss^Michigan, at 10 
njandery-in-Chief will convene at Grand Rap .
Oclock A. M„ Tuesday, September 1, 19-o-

Temporary Headquarters will be 'esta i . 
Morton, August 31st, 1925. Headquarteis c. 
wans Auxiliary will also be at this hotel.
f n RATES at the Hotel Morton are on the 
follows:

f tlie Commander-in-Chief will have command of this territory 
until such time as it may be organized as a Division. y 

REGIONAL AIDES.
IV. At his request, Brother Moses P. O'Brien, is hereby re- 

lieved of duty as Acting Regional Aide in the Fourth Regional 
District.

Brother Frank P. Corrick, 412 Brownell Block Lim 
Nebraska, is hereby appointed Regional Aide in the Fourth 
aional District.
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same route

to it that the tax and reports from

each;
each;

clay, 
also

Rooms with bath, full size bed two persons, $2.50 
larger rooms with bath, full size bed. two persons, $3.00 
single rooms with bath, single bed, $3.50 per day; rooms with 
bath and twin beds. $3 00 and $3.o0 each person; large corner 
suites, $12.00 and $15.00 per day. Extra cots placed in rooms 
$1 50 each.

RESERVATIONS should be made through GEORGE P 
COGSHALL, 741 Clancy Avenue, N. E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Chairman of the ’Sons of Veterans Housing Committee, repre 
senting National Headquarters.

IT IS IMPORTANT in making reservations, that the 
and hour if possible, of arrival in Grand Rapids be stated- 
how many days reservation is desired.

RAILROAD RATE will be one fare for the round trip 
Tickets will be sold August 27 to 'September 2, inclusive 
Tickets will be good going and returning via

only.
ancestor’s records.

VIII. Form 16, Requests for Record of Ancestor, continue 
to be forwarded by Division Commanders and Division Secre
taries to the National Secretary—notwithstanding instructions 
to send them direct to the Commander-in-Chief. By complying 
with orders relating to this subject records desired will be 
expedited and returns made without unnecessary delay.

CAMP CHAPLAIN’S REPORTS.

IX. Every Camp Chaplain MUST forward report—Form 44 
ON MEMORIAL DAY—after the ceremonies, to the Division 
Chaplain. Camp Commanders will give this personal attention.

Division Chaplains .MOST see to it that their reports—Form 
43—are in the hands of National Chaplain—Francis C. Haw
thorne, 1227 West 49th 'Street, Los Angeles, California, NOT 
LATER than June 20. This is necessary owing to the date of 
the coming Commandery-in-Chief Encampment.

CAjMP SECRETARY AND TREASURER REPORTS.
X. Per capita tax with reports—Forms 27 and 28, for Quarter 

ending June 30th, MUST be sent by every Camp promptly and 
without a moment’s delay to their respective Division Head
quarters—owing to the early date of the Commandery-in-Chief 
Encampment at Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Division Commanders must impress this upon every Camp 
Commander and will see to it that the tax and reports from 
every Camp are promptly received.

Division Commanders, Division Secretaries and Division 
Treasurers must have their returns—(per capita tax and ie- 
ports—Forms 35, 37 and 38), for the June Quarter in the lianas 
of the National Secretary without delay and as specified in co 
munication from National Headquarters relative thereto.

Failure in this respect will deprive Divisions of repiesen 
tation in the Commandery-in-Chief Encampment.

NEW DIVISION OFFICERS.
XI. Connecticut—'Division Commander, Henry W. o1 ’ 

122 Clark St., Hartford; (Division'Secretary and Treasui ,
T. Jenks, P. O. Box 1233, New Haven.
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*

XII.

15

6 40

 $ £04.51

$ 966.21Total Receipts 
$1270.72

$1180.50

$ 90.22

?

31.32

$1040.33

Location and Div.
Minerva, Ohio 
Vincennes. Ind.
West Newbury, Mass.
Pulteney, New York 
Ontario, Cal. & Pac. 
Gloucester, Ohio

XIII.
1925:

Receipts—
March 31, 1925, To balance
Received for

Per Capita Tax 
Charter Fees 
Supulies 

$ 488.80
30.00

447.41

Camp No.
54
83

20
70

141

34.35
961.68

4.50
8.28

$1040.33
11.22

128.95

40
24
17
15
22
40

No. No. Char. 
Mem. 
40 
22

Rhode Island 
Firglade J.---- .

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. VIII.

Report of the National Secretary for month of April,

Expenditures—
By General Expenses 
Office Expenses Oommander-in-Chief’s Expenses 

Total Expenditures 

April 13
April 12

April 22
Dec.

Balance, April 30, 1925 .  
itemized expenditures.

Fa General Expenses— 
£?r Supplies ...........................................................
pt.e Banner, Subscription, April, 1925  
noting ........................................ ‘.........................
^PPing Supplies  

other than Commander-in-Chief and
National Secretary-Treasurer  

gpfCAMPMENT

.Massachusetts—Division Commander, Henry F. Weiler, 88 
niont St., 606 Tremont Temple, Boston; Division Secretary, 

n L Anderson, 88 Tremont St., 606 Tremont Temple, Boston; 
n-vision Treasurer, Fred E. Bolton, 88 Tremont St., 606 Tre
mont Temple, Boston.

jsjgw Hampshire — Division Commander, Daniel W. Cole, 
Hillsboro; Division Secretary and Treasurer, Jackson C. Carr, 
Hillsboro.

Rhode Island—Division Commander, John W. Maguire, 45 
LJj Ave., Providence; Division Secretary and Treasurer, 

Frank B. Wight, 44 Washington St., Room 4, Providence.
NEW CAMPS.

Charters were issued and applications for same were 
approved since last announcement as follows:

Date
Appl. Ap. Inst’t. Appcts.

Feb. 8
Feb. 23
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$ 11.22Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses
$ 128.95

ExpendituresTotal $1180.50

GENERAL ORDERS NO. VI.

•II.

Headquarters, 
Commandery-in-Ciiief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 

Office of Commander-in-Chief,
No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati. Ohio

June 1, 1925.

The
and the

HAMMER, 
National Secretary.

Attest:
H. H.

Office Expenses—
For Postage, Telegrams  

Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses
For Postage, Telegrams, Traveling, Stenographer

By order of
W. M. COFFIN, 

Commander-in-chief.

FLAG DAY
I. June 14th is the anniversary of the adoption of our Na

tional Flag, the symbol of our birthright and of our liberties, 
the symbol for the preservation of which our fathers offered all. 
It is, therefore, most fitting that all Sons of Veterans should 
join in exercises commemorative of this day. See to it that the 
national colors are flown from every staff, at your residences 
and at your places of business.

MARKING GRAVES.
Attention is called to the resolution adopted at the re

cent Encampment of the Illinois Division (reported elsewhere 
in this issue of The Banner) making provision for the perma
nent marking of the graves of all Union Soldiers. This action 
is commended to the earnest consideration of all Divisions, as 
providing a program of worthwhile endeavor.

PASSWORD AND COUNTERSIGN.
HI. A Justice of the 'Supreme Court, in writing an opinion 

which reversed a former ruling of that tribunal once said: 
“When the reason for a rule fails the rule itself should fail. 
There is no longer any reason for the use of the password and 
countersign in our Order. It is a relic of a ceremony and a for
mality which has long since vanished. No vestige of secrecy 
now remains in our ceremonies. I have seen many Camp meet- 
ings (and they were the best and most useful meetings at that) 
largely attended by persons not members of the Order, and wn 
formed probably three-fourths of the audience. They were we- 
corned simply on their faces and rightly so; whereas, from aoo> 
one-fourth of the assembly—from our own members a se 
password was demanded before they were allowed to retain t 
seats in peace. The lesson is obvious. Patriotism is no •
elusive; it is neither secret, dark, nor sinister. It is Jus .
opposite of these. Whatever may have been true in the _• 
the password and countersign serve now no useful PurP0S®‘( 
reason for the password and countersign has failed an* 
rule requiring it should also fail.
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IV.

Therefore, a dispensation is hereby granted authorizing any 
Camp to dispense with the giving or taking of the password and 
countersign whenever in its discretion it may desire to do so.

Appropriate evidence of membership, or of a member’s 
standing, may be obtained by requiring production of the cur
rent dues receipt or membership card (some Divisions issue 
membership cards.)

The rule requires the Commander-in-Chicf to change 
password and countersign “whenever in his opinion the inter
ests of the order demand it.” In the opinion of the Commander
in-Chief, the interests of the Order do not require a change in 
the password and countersign at this time.

DIVISION ENCAMPMENTS.

The following Division Encampments are scheduled to 
take place during the month of June:

Indiana, at Princeton, June 9-10-11.
Iowa, at Mason City, June 9-10-11.
Maine, at Portland, June 10-11.
Maryland, at Baltimore, June 2-3.
Michigan, at Port Huron, June 10-11-12.
Minnesota, at 'St. Paul, June 16-17.
New Jersey, at Cape May, June 25-26.
New York, at Saratoga Springs, June 16-17-18.
Ohio, at Mt. Vernon, June 8-9-10-11.
Oregon, at Oregon City, June 23-24-25.
Pennsylvania, at Oil City, June 16-18.
Vermont, at Bennington, June 10-11.
Washington, at Centralia, June 22-23-24-25.
Wisconsin, at Sheboygan, June 15-16-17.

FORTY-FOURTH ENCAMPMENT.

V. In accordance with the Constitution, Rules and Regula
tions, the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment of the Command- 
ery-in-Chief, 'Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., will convene in the 
Auditorium of the Vocational School at Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
at 10 o’clock a. m. Tuesday, September 1st, 1925.

However, at 10 o’clock a. m. on Monday, August 31st. at the 
same place there will be a get-together conference of all Divi
sion Commanders. It is very earnestly desired that all Division 
Commanders who served during the past year, as well as all 
sitting Division Commanders, be present at this Conference; 
also all other past officers and members who have the interests 
of the Order at heart.

At the same time and place there will be organized a con
ference or “school of instruction” for Division Secretaries. Divi
sion Commanders are urged to see to it that their 'Division Sec
retaries are present at this Encampment and at this conference. 
Une Division makes it a practice to send the Division Secretary 
to the National Encampment as a regular delegate. This prac
tice is commended to all as being in the interests of good ad
ministration.

Membership of the Commandery-in-Chief: All Past Com- 
manders-in-Chief, Past Grand Division Commanders and Past 
^vision Commanders, in good standing, who have served a full 
term, or having been elected to fill a vacancy, have served to
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members

)

member of

reduced

other 
-d to

division

FORTY-FOUnTll

r.; Daughters 
Sons of Veterans Auxiliary;

the end of that term, Constitutional Life Members and 
Commanders.

Of one delegate from each Division, whatever its memho 
ship, and one additional delegate for every live hundred Z 
hers or major fraction thereof, in good standing, based un™ 
the report next preceding the Encampment. Upon

' Its own elective and appointive officers (except 
detailed for special duty).

A Division which fails to pay its per capita tax or oil 
indebtedness, or fails to make reports, shall not be entitled 
representation.

Temporary Headquarters will be established at the Hotel 
•Morton, August 31st, 1925. Headquarters of the Sons of Veter 
ans Auxiliary will also be at this hotel.

RATES at the Hotel Morton are on the European Plan, as 
follows:

Rooms with bath, full size bed, two persons, $2.50 each- 
larger rooms .with bath, full size bed, two persons, $3.00 each- 
single rooms with bath, single bed, $3.50 per day; rooms with 
bath and twin beds, $3.00 and $3.50 each person; large corner 
suites, $12.00 and $15.00 per day. Extra cots placed in rooms, 
$1.50 each.

RESERVATIONS should be made through GEORGE E. 
COGSHALL, 741 Clancy Avenue, N. E., Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
Chairman of the Sons of Veterans Housing Committee, repre
senting National Headquarters.

IT IS IMPORTANT in making reservations, that the day, 
and hour if possible, of arrival in Grand Rapids be stated; also 
how many days reservation is desired.

RAILROAD RATE will be one fare for the round trip.
Tickets will be sold August 27 to September 2, inclusive.
Tickets will be good going and returning via same route 

only, validation will not be required before return passage. Final 
return limit to reach original starting point not later than 
October 6, 1925. Stopovers will be allowed both going and re
turning upon application to conductor. Identification certificates 
and tickets issued thereunder are not transferable. Tickets may 
be used to start on the return trip on any date but will only be 
good to reach original starting point not later than midnight of 
the date set as “final return limit” as above.

Sale and use of such reduced fare is limited to the following.
Members of the G. A. R.
Wife, or a dependent member of the family, of a 

the G. A. R.
Widow of a deceased member of the G. A. R.
Members and dependent members of the family of j1.16’11^13 

of the following Auxiliary and Allied Organizations holding 
ventions in connection with the Encampment:

Woman’s Relief Corps; Ladies of the G. A. 
of Veterans; Sons of Veterans; L— -~ 
Army Nurses of the Civil War.

In order to purchase these round trip tickets at the
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VIII. 
Camps.

fare, 
to 1--

ria; Secretary and Treasurer, Allan S. Holbrook, Dwight.
Kansas—Commander, L. L. Merrifield, Abilene; £---------

and Treasurer, L. E. Jeffcoat, Abilene.
Massachusetts—Commander, Henry F. Weiler, 88 Tremont 

St., 606 Tremont Temple, Boston; Secretary, Wm. L. Anderson 
88 Tremont St., 606 Tremont Temple, Boston; Treasurer, Pre 
E- Bolton, 88 Tremont St., 606 Tremont Temple, Boston.

Missouri —Commander, Charles A. Pat.terTS0°’lh^;?f 9405 
Third St., Joplin; Secretary and Treasurer, A. J. Albrecht, -405 

°’ nSK J. C. Hee, Kipp Building, Hastings;

chaplain’s reports.
Chaplains’ Deports—Form 44 — are due from all 

__ Camp Chaplains who are dilatory in this respect will 
give immediate attention to the forwarding of this report to 
their Division Chaplains.

Division Commanders will give this matter attention and in
form Camp Commanders accordingly.

division officers—1925-1926.
IX. The following new Division officers were elected at 

Division Encampments:
Alabama and Tennessee—Commander, Frank M. Lane, 91 

Illinois Ave.. Memphis, Tenn.; Secretary and Treasurer, -M. D. 
Friedman, 1237 So. 21st St., Birmingham, Ala.

Connecticut—Commander, Henry W. Storrs, 122 Clark St., 
Hartford; ‘Secretary and Treasurer, Isaac T. Jenks, P. O. Box 
1233, New Haven.

Illinois—Commander, E. F. Buck, 1220 Jeffarson. Bldg., Peo-

Secretary

,e it will be necessary that those indicated as above present 
tl’ie local ticket agent identification certificates.

Division Secretaries will secure railroad certificates or 
m-ders for reduced fare from the Assistant Adjutants-General of 
the respective Departments of the Grand Army of the Republic; 
and will make proper distribution thereof.

PROMT RETURNS—FORM 49.

VI. The necessity for promptness in forwarding Form 49, 
Certificate of Election—Division Encampments,—cannot be too 
strongly impressed upon Division Commanders and Division 
Secretaries. This Form MUST be sent without delay to the Na
tional Secretary—with names and addresses distinct. The Com- 
mandery-in-Cliief Encampment Roll must be made up from these 
reports and there can be no delay.

SECRETARY AND TREASURER REPORTS.

VII. ALL Camp Commanders will see that Forms 27 and 
28, Camp Secretary and Camp Treasurer Reports, for June quar
ter, are forwarded on the LAST MEETING IN JUNE to their 
respective Division Headquarters with per capita tax for the 
June quarter. These reports must be sent without delay in 
order to have returns from Divisions for the Commandery-in- 
Chief Encampment.

Division Commanders will give this matter personal atten
tion.
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X. was insti-

Drop-

nieni-

mem-

90.22$

$4278.02Total Receipts 
$4368.24

Total Expenditures $2482.20 
— 
$1886.04

Expenditures—
By General Expenses 
Office Expenses 
Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses 

Secretary 
ings.

New 
Secretary

I'OIVL’Y-FOUKTII

and Treasurer, Bert Mortledge, P. 0. Box

Camp No. 28, Ventura,

Camp No. 9, Rushville, with .10

$2259.00
23.20

200.00

$3773.52
5.00 

457.00 
42.50

Firglade
, 44

To balance, May 31, 1925  
ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES.

General Expenses—
For Supplies 
The 'Banner, subscription, May, 1925
Printing 
Shipping 'Supplies 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. IX.
XII. Report of the National Secretary for month of May, 

1925:
Receipts—

April 3’0, 1925, To balance 
Received for

'Per Capita Tax 
Charter Fees 
Supplies 
Miscellaneous, Interest on Bonds 

$ 416.95
957.49

8.75
12.46

566, Hast- 
ol,srp—Commander, Daniel W. Cole, Hillsboro: ^Treasurer? Jackson C. Carr, Hillsboro.

BS»S
NEW CAMP.

„ p No 50 Earl, Division of Wisconsin, v— X. Ca,m?n 1095 with 24 members. Charter has been issued tuted March 20, 1020, 
thereto.

CHARTERS REVOKED, CAMPS DISBANDED, ETC.
XI The following Camps having been Disbanded and Diup. 

nnd their Charters have been revoked, and record at Division 
Headquarters will be made accordingly:

California and Pacific—Disbanded: 
with 18 members.

Indiana—Dropped: -------
bers; Camp No. 138, Portland, with 10 members.

■Kansas—Dropped: Camp No. Z, Dodge City, with 31 
bers

Massachusetts—Disbanded: Camp No. 91, Marblehead, with 
16 members; Camp No. 119, Oakham, with 14 members.

Vermont —Disbanded: Camp No. 21, Bradford, with 10 
members.
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825.00

28.35

52259.00

$ 23.20

5 200.00

$2482.20

Attest:

j

1i

I-I. H. HAMMER, 
National Secretary.

By order of
W. M. COFFIN, 

Commander-in-Chief.

ESCANpMENT

GENERAL ORDERS NO. VII.
Headquarters,

COMxVANDEBY-IN-’CniEF. 'SONS OE VETERANS. U. S. A.
Office of Commander-in-Chief,

No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
July 1, 1925.

DIVISION COMMANDERS—SPECIAL ATTENTION!
I. The time for forwarding per capita tax and reports 

(Forms 35, 37 and 38) for quarter ending June 30th, 1925, has 
been fixed by special letter from these Headquarters. This is 
required because of the date of the Commandery-in-Chief En
campment at Grand Rapids, Michigan. The tax and reports 
MUST be in the hands of the National Secretary AT THE 
TIME designated. Failure will deprive 'Divisions of represen
tation at the National Encampment.

Division Commanders having Camps delinquent with their 
per capita tax and reports for the quarter ending June, MUST 
NOT, for that reason, withhold their Division reports and per 
capita tax to the Commandery-in-Chief Headquarters.

BONDS: All Division Commanders must have their bonds 
approved by the Commander-in-Chief. -Each must be a “Position 
Bond”—in the sum of One Thousand ($1,000) Dollars and matte 
to the Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. DI VI
SION SECRETARY AND DIVISION TREASURER Bonds will 
NOT be made to the Commander-in-Chief—but to DRision O - 
cers as required by Division By-Laws. ONLY Dll ISION COM
MANDERS are required to give Bond to the Commander-in- 
Chief.CTHER REPORTS: Division Chaplains Report (Form 43) 
MUST be forwarded AT ONCE to National Chaplain Francis C. 
Hawthorne, 1227 West 49th Street, Los Angeles, Califoinia. D 
S10n Commanders will give this their personal attentio .
. 'Division Patriotic Instructors* Reports (Fom 51 L^uc^r 

and MUST be in the hands of National Patiiotic Inst
Theodore C. Cazeau, 434 Mercantile Building, Roche

Office Expenses—For Postage, Express, Telegrams, Stationery 
Coniniander-in-Chief’s Expenses—

For Traveling, etc

Total Expenditures 

S"lp'ry tban * Commander-in-Chief and National 
^Secretary 
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Encamp
'd. S. A., 

i of 
1st,

Fortx-fouk1:ii

SPECIAL MILITARY AIDE.

III. At his own request, Past Division Commander-Fred J. 
Phillips is hereby relieved from duty as 'Special Military Aide 
on the Staff of the C'ommander-in-Chief.

Past Division Commander Park F. Yengling, Bassett Road, 
Bay Village, Ohio, is hereby designated Special Military Aide on 
the staff of the Commander-in-Chief, and, as such, is charge 
with the duty of organizing a uniformed guard of honor to a 
as escort at the Grand Rapids Encampment,  as specified 
Paragraph VI, General Order No. 2, current series.

COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF ENCAMPMENT.

IV. As previously announced, the Forty-fourth 
ment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, 
will convene at Grand Rapids, Michigan, in the Audi1 . 
the Vocational School, 10 o’clock a. m. Tuesday, Septe 
1925.

KMTXX-
CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION (Form 49) are requir < 

without delay by the National Secretary in order that h« d 
complete the National Encampment Roll. These must £ *?ay 
warded at once. e

These requirements are obligatory and must be comii- 
with immediately for a Division to be represented in the r‘J 
Rapids Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief. iand

NECESSARY FOR CAMPS: Division Commanders «-h 
promptly forward to ALL Camps Forms 27 and 28—Camp 
tary and Camp Treasurer Reports for next quarter Sdao^i 
efforts should be made by all Division Commanders and Spp 
taries to have these reports with per capita tax from at r’ 
CAMPS—returned to Division Headquarters promptly.

ENCAMPMENT RESERVATIONS: All Division Command 
ers should immediately ascertain what hotel accommodations 
will be required by their Division delegations; and then on be 
half of their delegations should make reservations at once 
through Brother George E. Cogshall. (See paragraph IV— 
Reservations). All reservations must give name and address of 
individual for whom reservation is asked, and expected date of 
his arrival in Grand Rapids.

WARNING—TO ALL CAMPS.

II. 'During the past few months several Camps throughout 
the country have been approached by individuals (who some
times represented themselves as members of the Order or as 
eligibles), seeking a contract with the Camp or its Auxiliary 
to conduct a benefit dance or other entertainment for and in 
the name of the Camp, agreeing to give the Camp or its Aux
iliary a stipulated percentage of the proceeds.

The methods followed by these individuals amounted solely 
to a commercialization of the name of the Order, and to say the 
least, were detrimental to its best interests. In some cases the 
individuals absconded with all the proceeds.

This word of warning to the Camps should be sufficient.
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Daughters of Veterans.
Vice President, Mrs. Ida S. McBride, Past National Presi

dent, Woman’s Relief Corps.
Secretary-Treasurer, Samuel S. Horn, Past Commander-in- 

Chief, 'Sons of Veterans.
By virtue of their office All Past National Chief Executives 

of all Allied Orders, the present National heads, and one dele
gate from each Order in addition (preferably the National Pa
triotic Instructor) are members of the society.

Temporary Headquarters will be established at the Hotel 
Morton, August 31st, 1925. Headquarters of the Sons of Veter
ans Auxiliary will also be at this hotel.

RATES at the Hotel Morton are on the European Plan, as 
follows:

Rooms with bath, full size bed, two persons, $2.50 each; 
larger rooms with bath, full size bed, two persons, $3.00 each;, 
single rooms with bath, single bed, $3.50 per day; rooms witii 
bath and twin beds, $3.00 and $3.50 each person; large corner 
suites, $12.00 and $15.00 per day. Extra cots placed in rooms, 
$1.50 each.

RESERVATIONS should be made through GEORGE E. 
COGSHALE, 741 Clancy Avenue, N. E., Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
Chairman of the Sons of Veterans Housing Committee, repre
senting National Headquarters.

IT IS IMPORTANT in making reservations, that the day, 
and hour if possible, of arrival in Grand Rapids be stated; also 
how many days reservation is desired.

RAILROAD RATE will be one fare for the round trip.
Tickets will be sold August 27 to 'September 2, inclusive.
Tickets will be good going and returning via same route 

°nly, validation will not be required before return passage. Final 
return limit to reach original starting point not later than 
October 6, 1925. Stopovers will be allowed both going and re
turning upon application to conductor. Identification certificates 
and tickets issued thereunder are not transferable.
be used to start on the return trip on any (late but will.onlj be 
Sood to reach original starting point not later than g 
the date set as “final return limit” as above.

Division Secretaries will secure of
orders for reduced fare from the Assistant Adjut rtenublic- 
the respective Departments of the Grand Army of the Repub 
and will make proper distribution thereof.

For representation in this Encampment, Divisions must 
have all indebtedness paid, including per capita tax for the 
nuarter ending June 30 1925, and must have all reports in the 
hands of the respective National Officers as specified.

In addition to the program as published, the Federation of 
patriotic 'Societies allied with the Grand Army of the Republic 
Will hold its annual meeting Sunday afternoon, August 30th, at 
3>00 o’clock, at the Pantlind Hotel. Further information will 
be later issued by the Secretary of the Federation.

The officers are:
President, Mrs. Drusilla I. Thayer, Past National President,
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NEW CAMPS.

V. there-

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. X.

Report of the National Secretary for month of June,

 $1886.04

Total Receipts $ 247.05

$2133.09

$1563.00Total Expenditures 

$ 570.09To Balance June 30, 1925 
ITEMIZED EXP ENDITURES.

$

than
18.93

$1031.20

Total Expenditures

2

Expenditures—
By General Expenses 
Office Expenses 
Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses 

Enid, Okla., Kansas 
Rock Island, Illinois

VI. 
1925:

Receipts—
May 31, 1925, To balance 
Received for

Per Capita Tax ....
Charter Fees 
Supplies 

34.50
955.99
14.00
7.78

$ 30.40
10.00

206.65

$1031.20
210.22
321.58

Camps have been instituted and Charters issued 
to as follows:

No.
1

102
70

Date Inst.
March 27

June 24
May 13

Attest:
H. H. HAMMER, 

'National Secretary.

$ 210.22

$ 321.58
$1563.00

No. Mem.
19
26
17

By order of

Office Expenses—
For Postage, Telegrams, Rent (quarter)  

Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses—
For Postage, Telegrams, Traveling, Stenographer

ironTY.1?OUnTn

■Location and Division
Newport, Rhode Island 
Falmouth, Massachusetts 
Ontario, Cal., Cal. & Pac.

Applications for Charter have been approved as follows-
25
39

General Expenses—
For Supplies J
The Banner, Subsription, June, .1925
Printing 
Shipping Supplies ...
National Officers other than Commander-in-

Chief and National Secretary-Treasurer . 

June 3
June 29
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(Greetings committees from

EXCAin?MENT

GENERAL ORDERS NO. VIII.

Headquarters,
Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

Office of Commander-in-Chief,
•No. 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio

August 1, 1925. 
NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT PROGRAM.

I. As heretofore announced, the Forty-fourth Encampment 
of the Commandery-in-Cbief will convene in Grand Rapids, Mich
igan, during the week commencing Sunday, August 30, 1925. 
Temporary headquarters will be established at the Hotel Morton, 
August 30, 1925. The Encampment program follows:
Sunday, August 30—

3 P. M.>-Hotel Pantlind. The Federation of Patriotic So
cieties allied with the Grand Army of the Republic will 
hold its annual meeting. (All Past Commanders-in- 
Chief as well as the present Commander-in-Chief, and 
National Patriotic Instructor, are members of the So
ciety).

Monday, August 31—
The Credentials Committee will be in session at Headquar

ters in the Hotel Morton 9-10 a. m. and 3-5 p. m., on 
Monday; thereafter at the Convention Hall, Vocational 
School Auditorium.

10 A. M.—Conference of Division Commanders and Division 
•Secretaries at Vocational School Auditorium. It is very 
earnestly desired that all Division Commanders who 
served during the past year, as well as all sitting Divi
sion Commanders, be present at this conference. (All 
past officers and delegates are invited and expected to 
attend).

3 P. M.—Council-in-Chief meets at Hotel Morton.
S P. M.—Greetings meeting presided over by the Command

er-in-Chief of the G. A. R.
Tuesday, September 1—

10 A. M.—Encampment convenes at Vocational School Audi
torium.

2 P. M.—Encampment session, 
allied organizations received).

4 P. M.—Joint Memorial Service.with Auxiliary at their
meeting place in the Elks Temple.

8 P. M.—Camp Fire for the G. A. R.
9 P. M.—Auxiliary reception to the Sons of Veterans in the

Palm Room, -Hotel Morton.
Wednesday, September 2— . ~ e

10 A. M.—Annual Parade of G. A. R.—100 uniformed Sons of
Veterans acting as escort. The escort will be in com
mand of Lieut. Col. Park F. Yengling and will report to 
him at time and place to be designated at first session 
of Encampment. x.  o .

2 P. M.—Third session of Encampment at Vocational School 
Auditorium. . „ n „

8 'P. M.—Reception to Commander-in-Chief. of the G. A. it. 
tendered jointly by all allied organizations.
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de-

the date set as “final return limit” as above.
Division Secretaries will secure railroad certificates or 

orders for reduced fare from the Assistant Adjutants-General of 
the respective Departments of the Grand Army of the Republic;
and will make proper distribution thereof.

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMANDERY.
All Past Commanders-in-Chief, Past Grand Division Com

manders and Past Division Commanders, in good standing, wn 
have served a full term, or having been elected to fill .vaca/rn’L’ 
have served to the end of that term, Constitutional Life i e 
bers and Division Commanders.

One delegate from each Division, whatever its 
and one additional delegate for every five hundred 'memo , 
major fraction thereof, in good standing, based upon tne 1 
next preceding the Encampment. b rs

Its own elective and appointive officers (except mem 
tailed for special duty). . , other in-

A Division which fails to pay its per capita tax or' _ , t0
debtedness, or fails to make reports, shall not be e 
representation.

Plan, as

Thursday, September 3
9-30 A. M.—Encampment session.
2:00 P. M.—Encampment session.

HOTEL AND OTHER ACCOMMODATIONS.
RATES at the Hotel Morton are on the European

follows:
Rooms with bath, full size bed, two persons, $2.50 each- 

larger rooms with bath, full size bed, two persons, $3.00 each- 
single rooms with bath, single bed, $3.50 per day; rooms with 
bath and twin beds, $3.00 and $3.50 each person; large corner 
suites, $12.00 and $15.00 per day. Extra cots placed in rooms 
$1.50 each.

Reservations should be made before August 15th through 
George E. Cogshall, 741 Clancy Avenue, N. E., Grand Rapids 
Michigan, Chairman of the Sons of Veterans Housing Committee’ 
representing National Headquarters.

It is important in making reservations, that the day, and 
hour if possible, of arrival in Grand Rapids be stated; also how 
many days reservation is desired.

Those wishing accommodations in private dwellings or 
rooming houses should communicate directly with Mr. Henry L. 
Adzit, c/o Adzit Printers Supply Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan.

RAILROAD RATES.
RAILROAD RATE will be one fare for the round trip.
Tickets will be sold August 25 to September 2, inclusive.
Tickets will be good going and returning via same route 

only, validation will not be required before return passage. Final 
return limit to reach original starting point not later than 
October 7, 1925. Stopovers will be allowed both going and re
turning upon application to conductor. Identification certificates 
and tickets issued thereunder are not transferable. Tickets may 
be used to start on the return trip on any date but will only be 
good to reach original starting point not later than midnight of
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 $ 570.09

$4411.95Total Receipts 
$4982.04

$1595.94Total Expenditures
$3386.10

$

$1595.71

FINANCIAL STATEMENT NO. XI.
Report o£ the National Secretary for month of July,

$4298.40 
10.00 

103.05 
.50

$1516.71
20.72
58.51

No. Applets.
19
18

5.79
954.89

3.25
550.00

2.78

rJtCAMTMBNT

Headquarters 'will be made accordingly:
New York—'Dropped: Camp No. 5, Wollcott, with 18 mem

bers; Camp No. 17, Port Byron, with 26 members; Camp No. 24, 
Mill Port, with 10 members; Camp No. 32, Middletown, with 35 
members; Camp No. 69, Dunkirk, with 10 members; Camp No. 
109, Potsdam, with 35 members; Camp No. 123, Lyndonville, 
•with 34 members; Camp No. 134, Fort Plain, with 25 members; 
Camp No. 1931, I-Ialsey Valley, with 21 members.

Pennsylvania—-Disbanded: Camp No. 120, Scottdale, with 
10 members.

IV. 
1925:

Receipts—
June 30, 1925, To balance 
Received for

Per Capita Tax 
Charter Fees 
Supplies 
Miscellaneous

'Expenditures—
By General Expenses 
Office Expenses Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses 

NEW CAMPS.
Applications for Charter for Camps were approved as 
and Camps instituted, Charters issued thereto:

Location and Division
^July 1 3,3 Lockport, New York

July 17 • • Grafton, Massachusetts
Charters issued to Camps:

pate Inst. No. Camp
June 10
April 28

CAMPS

III. The following Camps having been Disbanded and Drop
ped their Charters have been revoked, and record at Division

II.
follows,
pateApprov. No. Camp.

July 1
July 17 ~

Balance, July 31, 1925 
ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES.

General Expenses—
For Supplies ....................................................
lhe Banner, Subscription, July, 1925  
Printing ... ...................................
Salary ..... .........
Shipping Supplies ....

) Location and Division. No. Members
33 Lockport, New York 20

103 West Newbury, Mass. 20
DISBANDED, DROPPED—CHARTERS REVOKED.
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$ 20.72
$

Total Expenditures

large percentage of 
more interest than the

Attest:
H. H. HAMMER, 

National Secretary.

F0RTY-F0UilTIr

58.51

By order of 51595.94
W. M. COFFIN,

Commander-in-Chief.

Office Expenses—
For Postage, Telegrams, Stationery  

Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses—
For Postage, Telegrams, Traveling, Stenographer 

GENERAL ORDERS NO. IX.
Headquarters,

Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans. U. S. A.
Office of Commander-in-Chief,

No. 3755 -Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
September 1, 1925.

plan! plan!! plan!!!
I. Now is the time for all Division Commanders to lay 

their plans for the work of the Fall and Winter. All Division 
Officers should be assigned a definite task in connection with 
your general plan.

Particular attention should be given to the organization of 
new Camps, especially in those localities where no Camp now 
exists and where one may be profitably established.

The ways are many -whereby you may keep alive the in
terest in current affairs. This must be done if interest of the 
membership is to be retained.

Don’t let Camps and members fall behind. This is the first 
symptom that leads to the lists of “the dropped.” CALL IN 
PERSON when the first symtom appears; don’t wait until all 
hope is gone.

Keep your Camp Commanders alive to their obligation. A 
Division bulletin issued every little while to the Camp officers, 
and to the entire membership if possible, will help immensely.

■a large percentage ofOne of our chief troubles has been that 
the officers themselves exhibit hardly 
membership at large.

PER CAPITA TAX AND REPORTS.
II. CAMP COMMANDERS, SECRETARIES, TREASUR

ERS:—ATTENTION: Per capita tax and reports, Forms 27 ana 
28, for the Quarter ending SEPTEMBER 30th, MUST be for
warded to your Division Headquarters ON THE LAST MEE 
ING NIGHT OF THIS (September) MONTH.

This is absolutely necessary and must have this attention.
Division Commanders will see that all Camps are ProV^?' 

with these Forms immediately and will take every means 
have these returns with per capita tax at their Division H 
quarters without delay at the end of the month—or quarter.

THE BANNER MAILING LISTS. -
HI. Camp Commanders will give attention to the up 

Camp Secretaries and Camp Treasurers having corrected
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Attest:

y • • •>- w »» y *Jt/Uv X 111U

st., San Francisco; Secretary and Treasurer, C. S. Scott, 2550

H. H. HAMMER, 
'National Secretary.

DIVISION OFFICERS—1925-1926.
Alabama and Tennessee—Commander, Frank M. Lane, 91 

Illinois Ave., Memphis, Tenn.; Secretary and Treasurer, M. D. 
Friedman, 1237 So. 21st St., Birmingham, Aid.

California and Pacific—Commander, D. B. Bowley, 2550 Pine 
St., San Francisco; Secretary and Treasurer, C. S. Scott, 2550 
Pine St., San Francisco.

Connecticut—Commander, 'Henry W. Storrs, 122 Clark St., 
Hartford; Secretary and Treasurer, Isaac T. Jenks, P. 0. Box 
1233, New Haven.

Illinois—Commander, E. F. Buck, 1220 Jefferson Bldg., Peo
ria; Secretary and Treasurer, Allan S. Holbrook, Dwight.

Indiana—Commander, Frank C. Huston, 10 W. 'Ohio St., In
dianapolis; Secretary and Treasurer, Newton J. McGuire, 1001 
Peoples Bank Bldg., Indianapolis.

Iowa—'Commander, H. Al. Pratt, Fort Dodge; -Secretary and 
Treasurer, F. M. Stull, 256 Denver 'St., Waterloo.

■Kansas—Commander, L. L. Merrifield, Abilene; Secretary 
and Treasurer, L. E. Jeffcoat, Abilene.

Maine—Commander, Albert B. DeHaven, 35 Berwick Ave., 
Sanford; Secretary and Treasurer, 'Edward K. Gould, 375 Main 
St., Rockland.

Maryland—Commander, Howard Michael, 13*14 Greenmount 
Ave., Baltimore, Md.; Secretary and Treasurer, Francis E. Cross, 
319 Ninth St., S. E., Washington, -D. C.

Massachusetts—Commander, Henry F. Weiler, 88 Tremont 
St., 606 Tremont Temple, Boston; Secretary, Wm. L. Anderson, 
88 Tremont St.. 606 Tremont Temple, Boston; Treasurer, Fred 
E. Bolton, 88 Tremont St., 606 Tremont Temple, Boston

Michigan—Commander, Roy T. Kay wood. 20o N. Durand 
Ave., Jackson; 'Secretary and Treasurer, Glen F. Wigent, 161 w. 
High St., Jackson. ‘ G w .

Minnesota—Commander. Eugene B . Smith, 4147 S. Went
worth Ave., Minneapolis; Secretary and Treasurer, Geoige W. 
Turner, Temple Court, Minneapolis.  .

Missouri-Commander, Charles A. Pattersom 2620 East 
Third St., Joplin; Secretary and Treasurer, A. J. Albi edit,

Broadway, St. Louis. „ .n.„a Wa<sHn«r<rNebraska—Commander, J. C. Lee, Kipp Building, 5^ nfst- 
Secretary and Treasurer, Bert Mortledge, P. .0. Box 56b, Hast 
lHgS.
Spp Hampshire—Commander, Daniel Hillsboro,
Secretary and Treasurer, Jackson C. Carr, HiHsbo1°* ood Road,

'New Jersey-Commander, M. W. Ayers, 39 Edgewood noau,

encampment

t /late lists of their members—only thn^P in
supplied to THE BANNER. Send these lists with careTnUy wfk 

n names of members and their addresses, through DivMon
Headquarters. Division Secretaries will send all such 
PROMPTLY direct to ‘ THE BANNER, DWIGHT, ILLINOIS”1

By order of
W. M. COFFIN, 

Commander-in-Chief.
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205 S.

Woodbine
Room 5,
Albany’

Secre-

forty-fourth

Bloomfield; Secretary and Treasurer, George H. Carter, 
Clinton Ave., Trenton.

New York—Commander, Walter 'S. Beilby, 164 
Ave Rochester; Secretary, Julius Isaacs, City Hall u 
New’York; Treasurer, Edwin W. Sanford, 212 State >St

Ohio—Commander, Jacob Geib, New Philadelphia- 
tary, Ed. S. Wilson, 18 East Eighth Ave., Columbus; Treain^’ T. L. Aughinbaugh, New Philadelphia. measurer,

Oregon—B. F. Pound, U. S. National Bank Bldg Salnm 
Secretary and Treasurer, Charles Fessenden, 1421 N. 17th St 
Salem. ’’

Pennsylvania—Commander, Frederic A. Godcharles 125 v 
Front St., Milton; Secretary, William R. McGirr, 667 N. 12th St 
Philadelphia; Treasurer, John E. Wightman, Mt. Carmel.

Rhode Island—Commander, John W. Maguire, 45 Firgladp 
Ave., Providence; ‘Secretary and Treasurer, Frank B. Wight 44 
Washington (St., Room 4, Providence.

Vermont—Commander, Fred C. Gilson, St. Johnsbury; Secre
tary and Treasurer, E. E. Perry, Williamstown.

Washington—Commander, S. A. Locke, 4106 South Yakima 
St., Tacoma; Secretary and Treasurer, Karl V. Cavnah, R. o 
No. 6, 15-A, Tacoma.

Wisconsin—Commander, Henry A. Goldsmith, 1185 28th St., 
Milwaukee; Secretary and Treasurer, M. S. Hoover, 1614 Baxter 
Ave., Superior.

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief: You have heard the re
port of the Commander-in-Chief, and 'unless there is objection 
it will be received and become a part of the official records. 
Hearing no objection, it is so ordered.

Commander-in-Chief, I return the gavel.:
Commander-in-Chief: Information has just come to me 

that one of the greatest privileges we will have in this Encamp
ment is about to be conferred upon us, a visit from the Com
mander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. (Ap
plause). Will all Past Commanders-in-Chief present retire to 
the outer door to act as an escort to the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Grand Army of the Republic.

(Whereupon Past Commanders-in-Chief Russell, Speelman, 
Sheldon, McGuire, Grant, Sherman, Stephens, Sisson, Church, 
Johnson, Shellhouse, Horn and Sautter retired and returned to 
the room, acting as an escort to the Commander-in-Chief ofthe 
Grand Army of the Republic and Past Commander-in-Chief Wm. 
J. Patterson of Pennsylvania).

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: I have great pleasure in 
presenting to you the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, Dr. L. F. Arensberg of Pennsylvania. ( P 
plause).

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: I desire to present Past 
Commander-in-Chief Patterson of Pennsylvania. (ApPIau^,-‘ 

Commander-in-Chief: This is the most distinguished in 
lege that I expect shall fall to my lot during my incumbency 
Commander-in-Chief of this organization. Will you corafman(i 
the platform and assume command. We are yours to co
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gNOAMPMENT

Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic b. 
p Arensberg: My son for every son I have, and grandson, is 
a member of your organization (Applause)—I have a deep in
terest in 'the welfare, in the increasing prosperity and member
ship of your Order.

I would like to see you increase in numbers so that some 
of the things that I have said about you would come true. I 
have told some of the senators and congressmen of these United 
States that we had not less than six million of our descendants 
at our back, at the backs of the Grand Army of the Republic. I 
believe we have probably more than that, possibly eight or ten 
million; and in the years to come I hope you will increase in 
numbers so that you will be enabled to carry out the aims, 
objects and purposes of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
the aims and objects of all of us and teach patriotism, love of 
country and veneration for the flag. (Applause).

My time this morning is limited. I have many calls upon 
my time, and I try to get around to all of the different organi
zations. I want to meet with them if but for a few moments, 
but I particularly wanted to come to see you this morning be
cause of my great feeling of love and respect for your Coin- 
mander-in-Chief. (Applause). We have been traveling com
panions together, and he has shown me the attention of a good 
son, and I, in appreciation of that, want to come here and look 
in your faces and assure you that while my tenure of office will 
soon be over, I still expect to have something to say and do in 
the ranks of the Grand Army of the Republic as long as I live, 
and you may know while I am there I am your friend. I thank 
you. (Prolonged applause—audience joining in singing “March
ing Through Georgia.”)

Now, my sons, I take great pleasure in introducing to you 
one of my closest friends, and a co-worker with me, and I know 
he bears a very good feeling towards the Sons of Veterans. . I 
want to present to you my good friend Past Commander-in-Chief 
William J. Patterson of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. (Applause).

Past Commander-in-Chief of the G. A. R. William J. Patter
son: Sons of Veterans, I need not assure you and those that 
know me that I have always been a friend of your organization.

I appreciate what the Commander-in-Chief said, that all his 
relatives are aligned in your organization. I regret to say in 
my travels throughout the -North, that such is not the case with 
the great bulk of soldiers that served in the Civil War. When 
I went to the South things -were different there. They look with 
contempt on a Son of a Confederate Veteran that is not in the 
organization of their Sons of Veterans. (Applause). There
fore, I think the time has come when every Grand Army man 
that is on earth yet should urge his descendants to join this 
organization.

It is natural to suppose, and we cannot suppose anything 
e>se, but -that the Sons of Veterans, our Sons of Veterans, will 
'Wry on the work of the Grand Army of the Rep'ibhc when tl e 
last comrade crosses the Great Divide. So I think that while 
w'e live and while we have any influence with our descendants 
they ought to be urged to unite with the 'Sons of Veterans t 
s°ns of Union soldiers.
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of peo- 
and Lee 

we are of the 
putting

*

1 known, 
by such 

are sons of 
(Ap-

Down there I want to say, as I remarked before, that the 
Sons of Veterans all take great pride in their organization and 

""___ ~ __ ___ J __ .,_j a rebel, and
Glad of their efforts to destroy this country, 

their heads in the sand like an 
What do

fellow that is against you.
Down there I want to say, as

We want to have you, as I intimated before on one ocnae- 
to have a name somewhat more definite. The Sons of VetAr^U 
now don’t mean what it did twenty years ago. You may be SnS 
of the (Spanish-American War Veterans, or sons of the Wnr?A 
War Veterans, and there is no distinction. The title you hnv 
is not distinctive enough to my mind. We want you to be 1 
however you fix your title, we want you to be known 
a title that it will clearly convey the idea that you arc c 
Union soldiers who saved this country from destruction? 
plause).

I sometimes think that I served in the wrong bunch 
pie during the Civil War the way they love Jackson i 
and those other rebels, and even make us think r- 
lower order of -things and not entitled to much credit in 
them down in their efforts to destroy this country.

They style Lee as a great general and a great Christian I 
don’t know what a Christian consists of, if it is one who violates 
the solemn obligations he has taken to his country. He had 
taken the oath of allegiance to this country five or six time« 
when the rebellion broke out. He had been educated by this 
government; he had been clothed and fed by this government; 
and when the hour came he deserted our ranks and -went over 
to the enemy in an effort to destroy this land.

In my communications -with some of the people of the 
(South I met an old gentleman that was a judge down in Houston, 
Texas. It was a rainy day, the rain was coming down and I 
could not go out and I was sitting looking out the window, and 
the old chap came and sat down by the side of me, and he said 
‘You seem to be a stranger here;” and I said “Yes.” “Where 
are you from?” And I said “Pennsylvania.” “What part?” 
‘’Pittsburgh.” ‘‘Oh, that is where we send our niggers to be 
spoiled!” And I said “It is pretty hard to spoil a rotten egg.” 
And I said “I notice you have greater prosperity now than you 
ever had before the war.” “’Oh, yes,” he says, “but you had no 
business to come down here and correct our sins for us.” “Well” 
I said, “you do not like to admit that you are more prosperous 
and your effort to destroy this nation was a failure.”

What would we have amounted to if we had had a southern 
confederacy? First they claimed they were not licked, they 
were not whipped; they were simply overpowered. Well I don’t 
know what “overpowered” means if it don’t mean licking the

they blow about “I am a rebel and my father was
I am glad of it.” CLL 
I think they ought to hide their heads in the sand like an 
ostrich, and keep their mouths shut on that subject. What do 
they want, and what do they mean today?

They are continually shouting into our ears the fact that 
they were right and we were wrong. One of the papers m 
South said a year ago that they wanted us to forget the P • 
Ye Gods! They won’t let us forget. They are always stirring 
up something new. Stone Mountain! You are familiar 
that. The Lee Mansion they want to get back. And all
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Sautter to

Yes, sir, I

I
I

I want to 
to say to you 
very much the

Doctor. I
. He

____ ___  LU itfcVU ___________ Well, 
it is”only "because” I know you so well that I am going

First, you must realize, my brothers, that you are in the 
Presence o£ a young fellow only eighty-three years of age, do 
this when you look at his black hair and my bald head. (Laugh- 
ter) And then can you think that this young fellow .thinks 
nothing of stepping on the gas and driving his own Lizzie hun dreds of mileSPin order to get to a meeting of th® ct°“™deS 
ohni G.r*na A™y °£ the Republic or the Sons of Veterans. He 
n'y failed once, and that was about ten days ago

things tW are everlastingly bringing £ort? They. talk of 

lessees 
the necessities of life. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Arensberg of the G. A R • 
say one word, Mr. Commander-in-Chief, I want 
and to the 'Sons of Veterans, that I appreciate X11WVU. L11V 
help and assistance that you gave through your Commander-in- 
Chief to me in my efforts to conduct some of the legislation dur
ing the session of Congress.

Our efforts failed because they were too busy minding their 
own business. They wanted to increase ’their own salaries and 
had no time for us old fellows. (Laughter).

Now I want to say that I appreciate what your Commander- 
in-Chief did. He responded nobly when I asked him for assist
ance in trying to put this legislation over. That legislation we 
have not been able to complete, and no doubt there will be some 
matters and things we are vitally interested in come before 
Congress at the next session, and what I want to call your 
attention to is that words and resolutions amount to very little. 
It is work that counts and I want you to get busy when you 
see and take notice of what is going on in Congress, and write 
to your congressmen and your senators and let them know just 
where you stand. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: My Commander-in-Chief; our 
Commander-in-Chief: The representative on earth of my father, 
I welcome you here. I want to bring to you the assurance of 
that filial devotion which a son should always bear to a father. 
The emotion of the moment prevents me from doing adequate 
justice to the theme. I ask your permission to call upon one 
of our brothers whom I feel can do it greater justice, whom I 
know has been close to you,—if I have your permission?

Commander-in-Chief Arensberg of the G. A. H.: You have 
our permission. And I want to return this gavel to you and let 
you conduct the balance of the meeting. My time is limited, 
but I will be pleased to hear from your representative.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I will ask Brother 
respond.

Commander-in-Chief Arensberg of the G. A. R.: 
know the gentleman well.

Past Commander-in-Chief 'Sautter: Sit down, 
am going to tell these boys of the sort of a man you are. 
honored me by referring to the fact that he knew^me welh 

to talk to these boys about you just now.
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every

the committee.

He told

Oid Lizzie

pobty-fouhth

looking for him in McKeesport. He did not get there 
me the other day that he had a breakdown.

Commander-in-Chief Arensberg- of the G. A. R.: 
went bad.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: At the wrong time as •<. 
always does; and Doctor Arensberg was unable to meet thatn? 
engagement, and I will vouch that it is the only engagtm^ 
of the entire year that he had with the Sons of Veterans 
he did not fulfill; and you can blame it on Lizzie and not on 
■Doctor Arensberg.

Now I want to say just seriously, brothers, a word concern 
ing this man who represents this year the beloved Order the 
Grand Army of the Republic, and that actions speak louder than 
words because there is in the Pennsylvania Division of the 
Sons of Veterans a splendid Camp that is doing a fine work 
and that I had the personal pleasure of instituting after Doctor 
Arensberg organized it. (Applause).

And then a few months ago the good wife had the pleasure 
of going down to Uniontown and instituting an equally good 
Auxiliary to that splendid Camp after Doctor Arensberg organ
ized the Auxiliary. (Applause).

Doctor, I just want to correct one misstatement you made, 
at least as it pertains to one particular person, and I am sure 
you will permit me to do it. You said that in Washington in 
the recent past those persons who were sent there to represent 
or misrepresent us were too much interested in increasing their 
own salary so that they could not take the time to increase the 
paltry pensions of the Veterans of the Civil War.

Now I want one man over here to stand up for a minute. 
Stand up, Stephens. (Past Commander-in-Chief :Stephens of 
Ohio stood up).

I want you to know that the House of Representatives had 
among its number one member at least who put forth 
effort that that pension bill might be put across, and he is going 
back in December to do it again. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Arensberg of the G. A. R.: If I have 
said anything to hurt the feelings of my good comrade, I beg 
his pardon; but I sort of felt sore when I went down there and 
spent so much time and was not able even to get the bill out of 
the committee. I certainly felt sore. And especially when the 
question of the Stone Mountain came up and some of them had 
never even heard of it. And you -know how they put through the 
proposition on the Lee Mansion, and Lee never had a dollar in 
it. You know more about it than I do. And I would like to see 
you scrutinize closely everything that is done down there at the 
next session and prevent the passage of the bill to restore tha 
Lee Mansion.

Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens: If you will give me 
the privilege, Commander-in-Chief, I will say that you have n 
said anything that hurts my feelings in the least. Your remar 
generally are true, of course. There are a few exceptions a 
some of the members of Congress. .

In regard to the Veterans of the Civil War, and in reg 
to the Lee Mansion, I want to say the bill was introduc 
restore the Lee Mansion in Arlington Cemetery. It was calle
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TiJP Mansion because Lee had lived there; the family of Lee 
lived there before the Civil War. The government took over 

that place and bought it and it became Arlington Cemetery.
Kow the bill was introduced and it was put on the “unani

mous consent calendar. In order that you may understand 
what the “unanimous consent calendar" is, I will say the House 
. Hven notice that the “unanimous consent calendar" will be 
aken up on a certain day. In looking over the calendar, I dis

covered this bill that was going to restore the Lee Mansion, 
restore it and call it the Lee Mansion, collect all the old furni
ture, all the old heirlooms of the Lee family and put them in 
the mansion. It came up at the latter part of the session, and 
the objection of one person lays the bill aside, but it can be 
taken up again, and at that time it requires three objections to 
put it off the calendar. When it came up I objected to it. (Ap
plause). It was stricken from the calendar at that particular 
time; not absolutely stricken, but placed at the foot of the cal
endar to be taken up again whenever it was reached on the 
“unanimous consent calendar."

At the next session, which was the last session of Congress, 
we had the '“unanimous consent calendar" up again, and I dis
covered that this bill was on there and we would reach it some 
time that day. I hunted up six or seven fellows, and I think 
they were all from Ohio, and I told them that this was going 
to come up and it required three objections and I wanted to get 
enough there so that when it came up again and I objected I 
would have the backing of at least two more. So I had six all 
fixed to object, but when it came up, I got up and objected and I 
noticed it did not have the mark that it had been objected to 
before, so one objection then put it off the calendar. It did not 
take it clear off, but it placed it in the same position it was be
fore so that it could come up again and would require -three 
objections.

I figured that that was a little slick business of theirs, that 
is, of those who wanted to get it through. And I want to say 
here gentlemen, that I noticed that bill was Crampton’s of Michi
gan, and I think he belonged to the Sons of Veterans at one time. 
He introduced the bill, Loose of Massachusetts was the father 
of it as chairman of the library committee.

When I objected to it the first time, they came to me and 
asked me what my objection was, and I said “My objection is 
that Lee was a traitor to his country,” (Applause) “and I don t 
believe in keeping alive the memories of these men who were 
traitors to the country." And I called their attention to the 
fact that James G. Blaine in his “Twenty Years of Congress’ 
devoted a paragraph to Robert E. 'Lee, and he stated that he 
did not deserve manv of the good, things that had been said 
about him; that he left the federal service and went into Vir- 
guna before Virginia had seceded from the Union. Now it is 
gnerally said and I suppose understood that Lee followed his

Hlaine says that he did not follow his State. He left the 
Sral serv*ce and went into Virginia and he loaned his eminent 
bame to secession; if Lee had stayed with the Union until after 
Virginia had voted upon secession that the great probability 
nnfsK^at Virginia would have stayed in the Union and would 

1 ftave voted for secession.
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I told them that and discussed it with them. But later n 
unanimous consent calendar was called up without notice ? 
guess I was out in the cloak room some place and did not kn™, 
the unanimous consent calendar was up, and some time later t 
remember I came in and they were on the unanimous coni’nl 
calendar, and I asked when they had started that, and I lookeri 
and they had passed without any objection the Lee Mansion hili 
That is the way it went through.

I went over to the 'Senate and saw ’Senator Watson 
diana, Fess of Ohio, and several other senators and we tried to 
stop it. And that is the history of that. 0

Now I want to say to you here that what we want is 
sentative that will watch all legislation.

You speak of Stone Mountain. I never heard of the bill 
until two. three, four or five months afterward, something about 
Stone -Mountain and getting out half dollars or dollars with 
Jeff Davis on them and Lee and Stonewall Jackson. And I was 
a member of Congress and ought to have known something 
about it. And I began inquiry to find out bow it passed, and 
nobody knew, and I found out it came up under the committee 
on mails, or something else, and maybe twenty-five or thirty 
were there. There are times when it is not necessary to be in 
the 'House, when it is understood that matters of unimportance 
are coming up; and I supposed at this time this committee was 
taking up some of its business, and it passed.

■Now what I want to say is this: The Sons of Veterans, the 
Grand Army of the Republic, and all of these societies, ought to 
have some representative that watches every bill introduced, 
and when a bill like the one restoring the Lee Mansion is intro
duced, every member from the North should get a letter stating 
that this bill has been introduced, we want you to watch it, we 
want you to oppose it; and we have back of us the Grand Army 
of the Republic and all patriotic organizations of the North. 
And then the people ought to know it. Keep your Congressmen 
posted on the bill. The people of Michigan, I don’t know what 
district Crampton represented, he used to belong to the Sons 
of Veterans—the people in his district ought to know that.

If we are going to do anything, you have got to stand to
gether, and watch because those on the other side are on guard 
all the time. We are not on guard. I am there, and some of the 
rest of us, but with all the work these things slip through. That 
bill would not have slipped through if it had been called to the 
attention of the different members of the northern states par
ticularly and they had the courage they should have, but I want 
to say to you that many of the old soldiers of the Union have 
passed away, and so far as Congress is concerned I want to say 
to you that Congress has lost its backbone. (Applause).

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: This is rather an un
usual response to the address of the C’ommander-in-Chief of t e 
Grand Army of the Republic, but I am absolutely certain it n 
been educational to us, and brings home this one thoug » 
Doctor, you remember when I met you in the lobby or 
Union ’Station at Pittsburgh and I said to you that the uranu 
Army of the Republic had never made full use of the orga 
tion of the Sons of Veterans. I want to emphasize tba
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again and convey to you a little more strongly the words of Past

There are in the Senate of the United States today at least 
ciK members of the organization of the Sons of Veterans who 
are looked upon as the leaders in that body. I don’t know how 
many members of the Sons of Veterans are in the House of 
Representatives, but I am certain that there are within the 
ranks of that body of more than four hundred men at least 
several score of them whose fathers were the comrades of these 
men and we ought to, as Brother Stephens says, when legislation 
in the interests of the Grand Army of the Republic and their 
widows is presented, reach these men in our legislature and 
with particular emphasis call their attention thereto, and espe
cially should this be so when legislation objectionable to the 
Grand Army of the Republic is presented. (Applause).

We can do it, and we can do it with telling force.
Now iStephens said, another thing that I want to refer to, 

and I am not attempting to quote his exact words, but the mean
ing is that the tremendous decrease in the members of the 
Grand Army of the Republic has been such that the influence 
they once exerted in legislation is practically nullified. I said 
before the Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, the 
Department of Pennsylvania, recently,— that what we ought to 
do is to bring to the minds and the hearts of the men who 
represent us in the Halls of Congress that they are not dealing 
with an organization of sixty-five thousand men composed of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, but they are dealing today with 
a family of a strength of more than seventy-five thousand men 
and women in excess of the maximum strength of the Grand 
Army of the Republic in their best days because, brothers, the 
maximum strength of the Grand Army of the Republic, and it 
was then that they exercised and exerted this tremendous influ
ence, was four hundred and nine thousand and some hundred, 
and we have today in the Grand Army of the Republic, in the 
Woman’s Relief Corps and in the Ladies of the Grand Army of 
the Republic and in the Daughters of Veterans, and in the Sons 
of Veterans Auxiliary and in the Sons of Veterans of this day 
more than four hundred and seventy-five thousand men and 
women who ought at least be tied 'together in that one thing, 
standing for that which they feel and they know is for the in
terests of these men and their comrades. (Applause).

And brothers, if yon are looking for a work that the Sons 
of Veterans can do, that will be a telling work for good, follow 
the advice of Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens. Every man 
and every woman counts. Don’t think that because you are only 
one person that your communication won’t have an influence.

Now, Commander-in-Chief, may I say just this, that there 
18 within the hearts of these boys and our brothers everywhere 
* most profound sense of gratitude to you for what you have 

one this year for our organization; and I know that I can 
P edge for them to you and to your noble .organization the abso- 
ute assurance that the Sons of Veterans will stand as they 

infVe a^va,ys stood, four square for everything that is to the 
erest of you and your comrades.

Now, Doctor, God bless you. Go back to your city of Union-
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I thank

this 
Past

not 
--le

your
re-

l-ORTY-roURT:

town, not ^ttsburgh, ^Ywe know that you will not £o^et th. 
forget ?vpterm (APPlause).
Sons of Aet chi f Arensberg of the G. A. R.: I just

Commander-in wbile my tenure ot office will ...
to say this J0the work of the Grand Army of the Re- 
over, my interesr £ haye gtiu work t0 do> and aU during 
public does not « b x win gtm be busy> notwithstanding I 
will not be the Commander-in-Chief. So I will take my rest a 
little later. , • cbief .Sautter: Now this other splendid

Past C°m“ande . ~ £ tbe Grand Army of the Republic in 
Past Commander-in-Chiet q£ om. beloved Dqc
traveling over this „ie an opportunity, just as he did
tor has always, whenever Sons of VeteranSi

s .to
Commander-in-Chief Coffin. May I just place on y 

breast, Commander-injChief, this token of this most pleasant 
union.

Commander-in-Chief Arensberg of the G. A. R.: I thank you.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: And you too, Past Commander- 

in-Chief Patterson, let me pin this little token on your breast.
Past Commander-in-Chief Patterson of the G. A. R.: 

you.
(Whereupon Commander-in-Chief Arensberg and Past Com- 

mander-in-Chief Patterson of the G. A. R. were conducted from 
the room by an escort of thirteen Past Commanders-in-Chief of 
the ‘Sons of Veterans, all members of the organization joining 
in singing “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Information has just come to 
me that there is a delegation of ladies who desire to visit us and 
I will name Brothers Isaacs, James, and Irelan a committee to 
present them to the Encampment.

Past Division Commander Joseph M. James, of Illinois: I 
have the honor to introduce to you Mirs. Darling, Past Depart
ment President, Woman’s Relief Corps, of Illinois, who wishes 
to have Mrs. Furland sing a patriotic song,' accompanied by 
Mrs. Buchan on the piano.

Commander-in-Chief: We will be pleased to have the lady 
sing the song.

Mrs. Darling: Commander and Brethren, we have a song 
composed by one of the buddies in Chicago who is disabled, i 
Illinois Department of the Grand Army of the Republic a 
the Sons of Veterans have seen fit to endorse this song a° 
could read their endorsements to you, but your presiding o 
has said we could sing it, and I am going to ask Mrs. ur 
to sing this for you and then if you like it we would 1 trj. 
endorsement, and if we can get the endorsement of tnese i 
otic organizations, the Board of Education will adopt i , 
then the boy will be taken care of in the future. Loyal

(Mrs. Furland then sang the song entitled “To Oui 
Countrymen” by William G. Jahnke. . siding

Mrs. Darling: I think Mr. James, who was the Pie

want 
soon be

all
So I will take
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I move 'that the mat-

f

connection with the usual order of business.
not be in order at this time.

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman:
ter be referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

The motion was duly seconded, and carried. 
Past Commander-in-Chief Church: I think it would be very 

helpful to the Committee on Resolutions if a copy of this song 
could be handed to us.

Mrs. Darling: I will leave one with you.
(Whereupon the ladies were escorted from the room by the 

committee).
Council-in-Chief Park F. Yengling: The escort asked for 

by the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic 
is one hundred uniformed men. May I inquire how many men 
present have uniforms. Please rise. That is not one hundred. 
That is something. Tomorrow morning be at the Morton Hotel. 
We want to get into formation and leave there at nine for the 
Armory to receive the rifles we will carry on the parade.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I have to announce that I have 
appointed a special committee concerning the question of chang
ing the name of our organization composed of all Past Com- 
manders-in-Chief, and Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter is now 
waiting to present a resolution.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: I desire to present on 
behalf of the committee just referred to by the Commander-in- 
Chief the following resolution:

Whereas, The Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans 
in regular session in Milwaukee in 1923, adopted a resolution 
asking the National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Re
public to name a committee representing that organization to 
confer with a committee to be named to represent the Order of 
the Sons of Veterans to consider, among other things, a change 
111 the name of the Order of the Sons of Veterans that would 
more clearly indicate and designate of whom the Order consists, and,

Whereas, Dr. L. F. Arensberg, Commander-in-Chief of the 
bl’and Army of the Republic has named a committee to repre- 

organization consisting of Past Commanders-in-Chief 
'ulett, Burton, and -King, and
.Whereas, That committee has communicated to the com- 

mittee representing our Order that they have unanimously de-

flicer at the last session of the Sons of Veterans of Illinois, 
°vhose Department endorsed this song is in the room, and I be
lieve he is willing to make the motion.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The motion for what?
Mrs. Darling: I am simply asking an endorsement of this 

convention of this patriotic song. You well know that the “Star 
Spangled Banner” is so complex that everybody cannot sing it, 
but you will note that this is so simple and easy that everybody 
and anybody can sing it.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Mrs. Darling, we are very glad 
to have you here and to have had the presence of these other 
accomplished artists. I will be very glad to -take this resolu
tion you have and present it to the Resolutions Committee in 
connection with the usual order of business. A motion would
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the name SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR, 
and further to take such legal action as may be necessary to 
cause the corporate name of the Order of the Sons of Veterans, 
United States of America, to be changed to that of 'SONS OF 
UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR.

Commander-in-Chief, I move the adoption of this resolution.
Delegate W. J. iSchultz, of Ohio: I second the motion.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I think the proper order of 

things would be to refer this to the Committee on Resolutions. 
Personally I am inclined to agree with the resolution. I know 
what is behind it, but I do not believe in snap action, and I will 
hold that it will take a two-thirds vote to suspend the rules and 
take this up out of regular order and immediately rather than 
to refer it to the committee.

Past Commander-in-Chief Church:

rided to recommend to the National Encampment of the Grand 
Armv of the Republic that the Order of the Sons of Veterans 
United States of America, adopt the name

■SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR

be it
Resolved, That the Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of 

Veterans in regular session do hereby adopt the recommendation 
of the committee representing the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and subject to the approval by -the National Encampment of the 
Grand Army of the Republic of the recommendation of their 
committee, such portions of the Constitution and Regulations 
of the Order of the Sons of Veterans, «U. S. A., as pertain to the 
name of the Order be repealed, and in lieu thereof the name 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War be adopted and in
serted, and be it further

Resolved. That a committee be named by the Commander- 
in-Chief, with full power to act upon such details as may be 
found necessary to change the constitution and regulations, 
ritual, badges, and all forms, reports and papers to conform to

Can I ask Past Com
mander-in-Chief Sautter if there is any occasion for haste, or if 
there is any reason why we cannot fix some particular time for 
consideration of this resolution.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: There is urgent neces
sity for prompt action on this resolution. It is necessary that 
we communicate to the committee representing the Grand Army 
of the Republic the action of this Encampment. However, I 
have no objection to it being made a special order of business 
the first thing following this business session of the Command
ery-in-Chief, finally to be acted upon at that time.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: You mean today?
Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: Yes.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: It will hardly be in order then 

because this afternoon has been set aside for greetings.
Past Commander-in-Chief Church: It ought not to be the 

first order of business upon the reconvening of the Encampmen 
because we never have a full attendance at that time.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: I want to say that theie
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I withdraw my second to

As

Inal

I second the motion.
Motion has been made and sec
presented be taken up at the

a substi-
v-uuxu. i-'yj

tute to the motion by Brother Church? 
r_____  ‘

a substitute for his motion, and to make 
Delegate W. J. Schultz, of Ohio: 1 .

H Coinmander-in-Chief Coffin: '— - 
suh the substitute. All those in favor 
sfif»?tute say aye» those opposed no. 
inai ^tiou adopted. The question 

Motion as amended. —

._ nractically a full attendance of the members of thia *ePntat this time and it they be not sufficient;ly interesteHo' 
tohere promptly this afternoon to take action upon thffi resfr 
lution, I have nothing more to say. 1 U11S res(>

Delegate W. J. Schultz, of Ohio: I seconded the motion 
with the thought that we were all for the Grand Army “f the 
Republic. The Grand Army of the Republic comes here and 
asks us to take that name, and we are in duty bound to do it 
whether -we do it now or later. We are in duty bound to do it 
soma day.

Past Commander-in-Chief Church: That is just one reason 
that I asked for a little time to consider this resolution, that is, 
because the Grand Army of the Republic has not acted upon it 
and has not asked us to take this action. This communication 
comes from a committee of that Order. I move you sir, that the 
motion before the House be postponed until the session this 
afternoon.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The Chair would like to enter
tain a motion from you authorizing this special committee of 
all Past Commanders-in-Chief to confer with the Grand Army 
of the Republic on this matter, with power to act.

Past Commander-in-Chief Church: I cannot make that mo
tion because that committee has already acted and has con
ferred with the committee of the Grand Army of the Republic. 
This is the committee action that we are asked to consider now, 
and I am very glad to consider it but I don’t want to vote on it 
now.

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell:
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: 

onded that the resolution now 
afternoon session. Is that correct?

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: W I state that tlthe 
motion that I made was regularly seconded, and « or“er ™ 
the record may be clear, with the consent of my second, 1 wiu 
withdraw my motion.

Delegate W. J. Schultz, of Ohio:

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I thought the Chair ruled your 
motion out of order at that time. I

Past Division Commander D. A. Carrick, ° for 2:3'0 this 
move that this matter be made a special order 
afternoon.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Do you offei tha 
tute to the motion by Brother Church. viand:
a Division Commander D. A. Carrie cJal order.

. 7 second the motion.
™ qUeS0V0tbeiSadoptioneof 

n^^tM£ 
An those in the original mo-
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tion 3S amended say aye, contrary no. The ayes seem to have it. 
a Voice- A division of the house is asked for. .
* ondor in Chief Coffin': A division is called for. The 

.•COin-? that this question about the name be taken up as a 
motion is that this que this afternoon. Those in favor
special order of business amended please rise, those
of the adoption of the mo ayeg haV£j j(. and yQU 
°2nnted the motion that this resolution be taken up for consid
eration this afternoon at two-thirty.

there any other business to come before the Encampment 
before we proceed to close? There does not appear to be.

(Whereupon at 1:30 o’clock p. m. the Encampment took 
recess until 2:30 o’clock p. m.)



TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

Vocational School Auditorium, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

2:30 o’clock, September 1, 1925.
The Encampment was opened in due and regular form, the 

Commander-in-Chief, William M. Coffin, presiding.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The special order of business 

as fixed at the time of adjournment of our last session is now 
in order. Brother Sautter is recognized.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: Commander-in-Chief, 
may I have the indulgence of this body in making a brief ex
planation concerning the resolution which I read this morning?

The resolution itself is I believe quite specific in its char
acter. Last night a number of the Past Commanders-in-Chief, 
at the invitation of the committee representing the Grand Army 
of the Republic, met with the committee of the Grand Army of 
the Republic. We had a plain, extremely so, frank discussion 
with their committee, and they explained to us in some detail 
why they recommended the name SONS OF UNION VETERANS 
OF THE CIVIL WAR, and why they could not recommend the 
name Sons of the Grand Army of the Republic.

I believe that possibly many were favorable, in view of .the 
previous action, to the name Sons of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. I, if you please, was one of them, but after the e - 
planation of that committee, to my mind at least, there 1S 
insurmountable power not of the making of the 
of the Republic, and not of their unmaking, that absolutely p 
vents them from permitting us, if you will permit me to pu, it 
m that way, at least with their consent, to take the name So 
°f the Grand Army of the Republic.

I am not able to quote the members of UNION
hey said this with reference to the name SONS OF UNION 

VETERANS OF THE CIVI'L WAR. There is an 
known as Sons of Confederate Veterans, and V f UNION 
£ere ought to be an organization using the namof UNio^ 
^TERANS, and consequently su^®s^ L byUem, the name 

comihittee is concerned, ^^V^ptvt^WAR 
SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WA .

It appeals to me, brothers, that coming as i this
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reso-

and

Now then, brothers, let us think of this seriously. I have 
mingled in the rank and file of the Grand Army of the Republic 

......................«A'-- ■ 2- _   ji£ 

and

motion, 
us is that 
Are there

I request that the

the Grand Army of the Republic leaves us exactly where we are

tion of the resolution as read. 1
Past Commander-in-Chief -Speelman: 1 second the
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The motion before 

the resolution read and explained to you be adopted, 
any remarks?

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: 
lution be read.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Please read the resolution; 
please read it slowly, and I ask all to give close attention.’

(The resolution offered at the morning session was read by
Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter).

Delegate A. W. Scott, of Pennsylvania: May I ask whom 
you designate as the Union; Union Veterans of the Civil War? 
What is the Union—the United States of America? Were not 
the confederate soldiers of the Union?

Cries of No! No!
Delegate E. M. Lowe, of Ohio: Abraham Lincoln pro

nounced the Grand Army of the Republic the Union Veterans.
Past Division Commander G. W. G. Estover, of Illinois: I 

am the son of a veteran of a soldier of the Union who died in 
the service. I have been active in Camp work. I have filled the 
position of Division Commander. If we in the assembly adopt 
the name of UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR, in ten 
years from now you will be out of existence.

The Grand Army of the Republic stands alone in its service. 
We have no desire as sons to take from them any of the honors 
•which they won on the field, but we do believe that we should 
be allowed to remember their name as the Grand Army of the 
Republic as long as this nation stands, and as SONS OF UNION 
VETERANS we can only take within our ranks the sons of 
men of that enlistment because that is the only organization 
and name that is recognized by the War Department.

Now then, brothers, let us think of this seriously, 

since 1868 and I positively know that the rank and file of the 
Grand Army of the Republic want us to adopt that name and 
no other.

It was a great mistake that was made when we first 
ized. The Sons of the Revolution, the Sons of the War of' m-. 
the Sons of the Spanish-American War, the Sons of the Vo 
War; and we should be known as, and distinguished certai 
as the Sons of the Grand Army of the Republic. Let us p 
petuate that name. God knows I will not be with you ma j 
times; many years at least, comrades and brothers, but 1 
to greet my father by the hand when I reach that Pia^e hinl 
I hope to go to and tell him that I have been faithful yu me 
on earth as-1 was when I was a boy, and I have left oe the 
a record that shall stand in the name of the Grand Arn y 
Republic which he represented on the field of battle, 
flag for which he gave his life.
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T well remember that morning, broth*™ nc.
breakfast table, father said ‘'Have you my son8 sat at the 
agaffi?” And I says “I have.” And he“ut h s anT’cM? S° 
the table and used a swear word, the only one I ever heard him 
use, -Mother, if my son can give his life twice for his country 
I will give mine once lor my adopted country.” country

Now then let us stop and think. We can wait We can 
wait even another year. I came to this Encampment under 
soine difficulty, but I came for fear that that question would 
come up and in a moment of haste we might do something for 
which in after years we would be sorry.

I thank you brothers, for your attention.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The Chair would like to an

nounce with reference to the resolution offered, in order to cor
rect a possible wrong impression, that the resolution, the Chair 
understands, comes from a duly authorized suggestion of the 
Grand Army of the Republic themselves; and that it does not 
make a definite change. The adoption of the change is sub
ordinate under this resolution to further conference with and 
adoption by the Grand Army of the Republic. It affords, in 
other words, a common ground of meeting between this Order 
and the Grand Army of the Republic not hitherto offered. I 
want to make that very clear. Is there any further discussion 
on the resolution?

Past C'ommander-in-Chief Sisson: I agree heartily with 
those brothers of this Encampment who do not want to see any
thing railroaded through, hut I think that even at this stage 
of the proceedings we might be acting without definite infor
mation if we let this go without a little further discussion. I 
can appreciate the standpoint of my brother veteran who has 
just spoken and who served two enlistments. I can appreciate 
his enthusiasm for the name Grand Army of the Republic. I 
can appreciate my own respect and regard for that name, but I 
am willing to subordinate that to the request of the.Grand Army 
itself that we adopt the other name.

As a matter of fact it makes very little difference to you 
and me what the name may be, provided we get the authority 
from the Grand Army of the Republic to carry on after they 
are gone, and that is just exactly what this resolution means.

A similar request will be made to the ‘Daughters of Veterans 
by the Grand Army of the Republic. I have no right to antici
pate their action because I do not know what it will be, but 
anyway this is a request from the Grand Army of the Republic 
and it is opening up the proposition that we have been look g 
!or for a long time. This is the most important legislation that 
bas come before this body according to my judgment, in twenty 
^ars, and I have attended most of the Encampments in that 
time.
wifkNow we have the promise, so far as a promise ^n.fb®

the authority of the Encampment itself, that if we ask 
nuh! he ad°Ption <>f this name, in the Grand Army of the Re-
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made, 
’ » it

Memorial Day, a day which they instituted, organized and 
keeping that as Memorial Day and giving us authority t0 do 
for all time to come.

•I say this legislation is important and I feel you should 
know exactly the situation so far as it relates to our authority 
to carry on.

Past Division Commander William L. Barnum, Jr., of Illi
nois: I would like to ask a question, and I think I will ask a 
question that will probably answer a good deal of indecision of 
all brothers present. I was at Milwaukee but I did not happen 
to get to the Encampment last year. I understood that this re
quest for this change of name came from the Grand Army of the 
Republic. If it did, how in God’s name is there going to be 
a fight on the floor of the Encampment? If they wanted us to 
change the name to John Brown or Tom Smith, or Union Vet
erans or Sons of the Grand Army of the Republic, or anything 
else, we will do it, but how in the dickens are we going to know 
what they want unless they tell us?

Now I have understood all along that this was a request from 
the Grand Army of the Republic Encampment. It turns out 
now that it is a request, according to the unbiased opinions 
here, of three or four Past Commanders-in-Chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, saying that they will get behind and 
fight for the name SONS OF UNION VETERANS.

I have talked with possibly one hundred or one hundred 
and fifty members of the Grand Army of the Republic, none of 
whom were Past Commanders-in-Chief, and they have advised 
me that the majority of the rank and file of the Grand Army 
of the Republic wants us to take the name -Sons of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and I don’t know which is which; and 
I will say here and now if this is a request from the National 
Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic why should 
there be any guarantee that there will be a fight by the best 
men they have got on the floor to carry it through, unless they 
are -trying to railroad something through the Grand Army of 
the Republic5?

Junior Vice Division Commander Crittenden, of Missouri: 
I would like to speak as a representative of one whose father 
fought on the northern side, whose ancestors held Kentucky in 
the Union—

National Secretary Hammer: Let me ask, has the brother 
any credentials entitling him to a seat in this Encampment?

Junior Vice Division Commander Crittenden, of Missouri: 
I am not a delegate. I am sitting here with the delegation.

National Secretary Hammer: I am sorry to rise to the 
point of order, but the brother is not properly enrolled.

Junior Vice Division Commander Crittenden, of Missouri. 
I am the Junior Vice Commander. The Senior Vice Commander 
is not here and the Commander is not here.

National Secretary Hammer: The Committee on Creden
tials has not enrolled the brother and nobody can act here io 
the Division Commander.

Junior Vice Division Commander Crittenden, of
I supposed. I had a voice to say something, and I was just go 
to state my position as a southern man.
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I

a member of the Grand

I wish yon would pay attention to

Are you

Tennessee Division: Yes.
Commander-in-Chief: 

this brother.
•Past Division 'Commander Henry M. Austin, of Alabama & 

Tennessee Division: I have attended twenty-eight different En
campments of the Grand Army of the Republic, and at different 
times this matter has come up of recognizing an organization 
bearing the name Grand Army of the Republic, or the initials 
G. A. R., and it has always been turned down. There is an 
organization of ladies who call themselves the Daughters of the 
G. A. R. and they have tried for several years to get recognition 
from the National Encampment of the Grand Army and they 
have been refused unanimously every time they have appeared 
before that body.

As I said before the Grand Army of the Republic is very 
jealous of their name, and the initials that stand for it, G. A. R., 
and they won’t recognize any organization as an auxiliary to 
the Grand Army of the Republic that adopts that name.

Past'Division Commander Estover, of Illinois: I desire to 
say that I pledge you that that is not the sense of the meeting 
of the Grand Army of the Republic as a mass. The rank and 
nle of the Grand Army of the Republic arising today, want us 
to perpetuate their name; and I assure you that if you adopt 
lne name UNION VETERANS, this organization dies.

Past Division Commander William <M. P. Bowen, of Rhode
1 d° nOt See h0W the Order Cai1 diG aU JaM thP 

see how the Order would fare any better if it was to adopt the 
ame ‘Sons of the 'Grand Army of the Republic.

toil2ast ,Division Commander F. IP. Corrick, of Nebraska: You 
5k?K-iRmit the word “Veterans” entirely from our name. The 
to *blliVy clapse of the constitution fixes those who are entitled 
ah ^^ntiership, and there would be no Question in yat a11 We decide hat by the eligibility clause of the 

Witution. Whether we use the term “Veterans" or G. A. R- 
immaterial. . .

becrm^ division Commander 'Will F. Jenkins, of ^!Lint?jg'(jrand 
Hornes of those soldiers who are not members of the Grana

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: As much as the Chau a- ... 
to do it, the Chair is compelled to sustain the poim of“order

Past Division Commander Henry M. Austin of auk „ 
Tennessee Division: I have been a member of the Grand Ta & 

the Republic since 1867. I have attended twenty elgh : ot Z 
National Encampments and at various times the question of 
recognizing an organization using the name Grand Army of the 
Republic' oi the initials G. A. R., was brought -up and it has 
always been voted down in the National Encampment The 
Grand Army men are very jealous of the name Grand Armv of 
the Republic, and they do not want any other organization to 
bear that name, and I do not think they will countenance it for 
a moment, and that is the reason that the committee took this 
action.

Commander-in-Chief:
Army of the Republic?

Past Division Commander Henry M. Austin, of Albama &
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REPORT OF SENIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

on 
as

specific work to do, and in the
they

most of 
on these

so to the best of my ability, and to that pledge I have tried to 
be true. There follows a report of my activities and some re
flections or recommendations suggested by my experience.

I waited for some time before definite orders came to me 
that would give me specific work to do, and in the meantime 
made a number of visits to individual Cam-ps, and interviewed 
many individuals as to the conditions in the Order as they 
found them.

I attended many public meetings under the auspices of Divi' 
sions, Camps and the G. A. R., making addresses at most o 
them, and deriving from the mixing with the brothers 
occasions, impressions as to spirit and conditions.

On December 11th I received the order of the -Commander^ 
Chief assigning me to charge of District 1, comprising the -Ui

Army of the Republic? They fought just as hard as any mem
ber of the Grand Army of the Republic. You know all the sol
diers of the Civil War were not members of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, and their sons are eligible to this organization ' 
The son of any Union veteran soldiei, according to our const! 
tution, is eligible to this Order. If we change the name, the 
organization cannot die any more under the name UNION 
VETERANS than it can under the name iSons of the G. A R 
and if it is confined to those whose sires fought in the war and 
afterwards became members of the G. A. R., and only those who 
became such members, we are cutting out sixty per cent of the 
soldiers. So it doesn’t make a bit of difference which way we 
work, but I believe in complying with the request of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, and doing as they want us to do. It has 
been a long time since they have asked us for anything, and 
now that they have asked us, let us not fail.

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: I move the previous 
question.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The question is called for. All 
those in favor of the adoption of the resolution offered by 
Brother Sautter, please rise. Those opposed please rise. Clearly 
the ayes have it, and the resolution is adopted. (Applause).

The next order of business is the reception and reference 
of the Officers’ Reports.

‘Secretary Hammer: We have the reports of the (Senior Vice 
Commander-in-Chief, Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, National 
Secretary-Treasurer, National Counselor, National Chaplain and 
the National Patriotic Instructor; all printed and ready for dis
tribution.

Pawtucket, R. I., July 1, 1925.
To William M Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, and the Members of 

the 44th Encampment, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.:
I herewith submit my report for the year ending June 

30th, 1925.
When I accepted the unexpected honor you conferred 

me at the last Encampment I did so with considerable fear 
to meeting the duties of the office, but I pledged myself to do
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looking toward

at 
were 
Com-

excampment

;7th them^Pursuant ’to a request oph^Co^ 
W ,was called of the Commanders of these Divisions

February 6th, where the Division headquarters 
placed at our disposal which was attended by all Division 
ganders, the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, and the Com- 
Sander-in-Chief. This meeting was one of great interest, and I 
believe its value is not to be underestimated; for results are 
shaping to accrue from it that will have a real significance for 
the Order at large.

During the year the District shows a loss of five Camps 
and a gain of four Camps leaving a net loss of one Camp. For 
the same district there is shown a loss of 294 members and a 
gain of 60 members, leaving a net loss of 234 members. The 
Camps were lost from Connecticut, Massachusetts and Vermont 
while the greatest membership losses were in the Divisions of 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. Maine and Rhode Island show 
no losses in Camps or members, while Vermont shows loss of 
one Camp but a gain in membership. So far as the facts show 
the actual loss is numerical rather than actual, being made up 
almost entirely of members dropped for non-payment of dues 
over a period of years, as for instance in Connecticut, where 
85 were dropped for that reason.

In spite of these figures there seems a noticeable increase 
in the sense of responsibility we owe to our father’s memories, 
and a new realization growing steadily that we must express 
it by doing more than caring for Memorial Day. There is a 
feeling that we have a year-round duty to perform, not a once- 
a-year duty, and the rapidly growing appreciation of the G. A. 
R.’s need and desire for us to do the things they ask of us is 
bringing a new quality of loyalty and service to our Order.

I regret to have to inform you of the death during the year 
of the Junior Vice Commander of Rhode Island, Brother Charles 
Copeland, and of the removal to Detroit, Michigan, 'of our 
brother, ‘Past Division Commander Robert L. Ward.

In conclusion, may I be permitted to offer some comments 
that may offer material for thought in our next Encampment.

It seems to me that we as an Order lack a continuing policy, 
and that naturally there is a lack of co-ordinating work in our 
Divisions. To remedy this there should be provision for an 
administrative board or committee, one-third of which only 
should be elected annually for a three year term, which shou.d 
*ct as an Advisory Board to the Commander-in-Chief. t»ucn 
ommittee or board would naturally provide for a continuing 

L01^ 7hich would be taken up at once on the new Co^“aad.ehr_ 
n ChK?f assuming office and prevent the delay of several months 

which he is necessarily learning the ropes.
np-i^here should be definite plans and aims 
ertain results in

d) Education of the community in Americanism.
(2) Development of the ideals of the Republic in

(a) Children in our schools,
J-b) Immigrants in our land. ^^ncihilitv in 

) Development of a sense of personal ie p
'Sons of Veterans and all other citizens.

sions

a meeting 
Boston, r
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(5)

REPORT OF JUNIOR VICE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

I

too 
are 
are 
and

Respectfully submitted,
CHARLES P. HALL, 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.

Winchester, Ind., June 17, 1925.
To Wm. IM. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother:

At any and all times "‘an honest confession is good for the 
soul.” *My election as Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Sons of 
Veterans, U. S. A., at the Forty-third Annual Encampment held 
in Boston, Mass., August 12, 13, 14, 1924, was a complete and 
dumbfounding surprise. While I had been a member of this 
patriotic order for over thirty-seven years, I had never thought 
of holding an office higher than Camp Commander, and had 
never sought one. My business relations were such that it would 
be impossible to travel and work for the benefit of the Order. 
Therefore the actual work done by myself on behalf of the Sons 
of Veterans, U. S. A., in the last year, has been confined to a 
limited area.

I have visited no Camps, aside from my own, but Division 
Orders have been received regularly from Illinois, California, 
New York, Michigan, and Oregon. These Divisions are all aliv 
to the issue, but there is a general falling-off in membership. 
My own Division has not materially prospered, and the ma . 
plans for obtaining new members have not functioned. Ho 
ever, we have kept things alive here in “Old 44,” Indiana 1 
sion. Our Auxiliary instituted a series of social sessions 
have been of great benefit to both Orders, especially in keep » 
what members already belonged.

Co-operation of all the allied organizations to a plan 
or plans that will secure these results.
Overtures to other patriotic and veteran organizations 
to secure their joint action in at least some of these 
activities.
--j too much wasted effort because it is much 
Our many visits, courtesies and social functions 
we cannot afford to do without them, but they 

They should be linked with more positive 
definite effort.

We have 
general, 
good, and 
only social.

In obedience to your orders I visited the annual Encamp
ments in the Divisions of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Con
necticut, Rhode Island, Maine, and would have visited Vermont 
had they not held their Encampment on the same dates as 
Maine. In each Encampment I noted the increased sense of 
new duties to do, new willingness to be of real service, and 1 
wish to thank the brothers of those Divisions for their many 
courtesies and uniform kindness shown me, and for the honors 
accorded me.

I desire to express to you, sir, my thanks for your courtesy. 
It has been a real pleasure to work with you. I wish I could 
have done more.
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attended by state officers who inspected 
■ The Qran(j Army of the 

Republic Post always has an invitation to all our meetings,

In September, 1924, I gave a talk before the local chapter 
p A. B- that was well received. p

In December, 1924, the 'Sons of Veterans, “Old 44” and 
Ladies Auxiliary No. 16, Indiana Division, gave a reception and 
banquet, followed by work, m honor of the newly elected Junior 
Vice Commander-in-Chief. This function was attended by Com- 
niander-in-Chief Wm. M. Coffin, and nearly all the state officers 
of the Indiana Division Sons of Veterans and the Auxiliary.

In January, 1925, the Installation of Officers, Auxiliary No. 
16, Indiana Division, was v-- ~
work, and initiation of a large class.

and attends in goodly numbers.
In April, 1925, a social session of the Auxiliary was well 

attended by Sons of Veterans, Grand Army men, and Woman’s 
Relief Corps members.

May 18, 1925, Auxiliary memorial services were attended 
by G. A. R., W. R. C., and S. of V., ‘Past Senior Vice Commander- 
nbChief F. C. Focht and myself taking part in the exercises.

May 21st, Past Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief F. C. Focht, 
Past Division Commander J. D. Miller, Secretary-Treasurer C. 
II. Beeson and myself attended “Candy Day,” an annual affair 
at Knightstown’s beautiful Indiana Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphan 
Home, where over one hundred officers and past officers of In
diana Division, Sons of Veterans, and Auxiliary, and visiting 
committees from other allied patriotic orders of G. A. R., with 
trustees, and the Indiana Division Commander, G. A. R., were 
entertained by the children with an excellent program, and a 
splendid dinner by the Superintendent and his wife. There 
are three hundred and thirty inmates in this home, boys and 
girls ranging in age from three to eighteen years. This insti
tution is under direct supervision of the State of Indiana, and 
is the source of education of many children who otherwise 
would be left in ignorance.

Sunday, May 24, 1925, the Sons of Veterans, in a body, 
attended the memorial sermon of Rev. L. H. Graham at the 
Main St. Church of Christ, Winchester, Ind. There was also a 
fair representation of the G. A. R., W. R. C., and Auxiliary.

True patriotism consists of self-denial and sacrifice, and, 
while we view with profound regret the recognized fact that all 
citizens do not think it their duty, nor a service to our govern
ment, to make Memorial Day a sacred time each year, it was a 
pleasure to see the large crowd of those who are true to the 
"Boys in Blue” assemble in the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church of Winchester, Ind., May 30, where an excellent program 
was rendered, together with an address by our Representative 
m Congress, I-Ion. A. H. Vestal. From the church, the assembly 
marched to our beautiful Fountain Park Cemetery, where the

A. R. went through their Ritualistic work and read Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg speech. After a volley by the firing squad, and the 
Benediction, Taps was sounded. Thus ended a day well done. 
^very soldier’s grave in our County was decorated by the 'Sons 

Veterans Committee, and I had the honor of presiding over 
tne services at the church. While we had, two miles from our 

automobile races on the finest half mile dirt track in the
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eligibles in the County, and many that have been dropped wi
This looks bad for a Camp which -was secon

U. S. A.? 
of the 
wheels 

fact that there

never re-instate!
in Indiana Division for a long time.

What’s the matter with the Sons of Veterans, 
There is nothing the matter with the Order, but some 
people that should belong are putting their money on 
and it’s running away with them. Then it is a f~-- 
are many so-called “Patriotic Organizations” that have

aesBSss-: 
Droved that all citizens, patriotic or otherwise, are not inter 
ested in sports on the 30th of May. This amusement feature of 
Memorial Day is general all over the United States, but it has 
never yet succeeded in suffocating the patriotic devotion exist
ing for the men who made the supreme sacrifice, that our Union 
might not be disrupted. As time passes, new events are en
countered and, with them, there are brought to us new problems 
requiring solution.

I attended the Thirty-ninth Encampment, Indiana Division 
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., at Princeton, Ind., June 8 to 12* 
where the paramount issue “Education, Organization and 
Efficiency of the Camp Treasurer” was stressed and re-stressed 
as never before. Of course “The Banner” is doing everything 
in its power to educate the people along lines of patriotism, but 
it does not reach enough people. It should be sent into a million 
homes. Organization is subject matter for grave consideration, 
and while there are many schemes to get members, they all re
solve themselves into the one problem of Individual Work. Many 
men can be reached and held by the “reverence to their fathers’ ” 
appeal, which is the bulwark of our organization. Efficiency of 
the Secretary-Treasurer is the big thing, because he handles the 
money, and of course, to handle any he has to collect some. 
Just how well he does this depends on the man. If he will work 
he will be successful. If he depends on someone else, he will be 
a failure; because men are not going to leave their work and 
go out to collect dues for some lodge.

Indiana Division has suffered a severe loss in membership 
this year, and yet we deem it rather holding our own, for those 
that have been dropped have not been workers in the Order, 
and their loss only incites those left to do better and more 
efficient work. It did not seem possible that, in that wonderful 
parade at our State Encampment where we had only 100 men 
in the line of march, there could possibly exist such lethargy 
in the Camps throughout the state.

I think the “personal appeal” plan no doubt would be of 
benefit in getting new members. IF we could get them to make 
the personal appeal. Everybody seems to be “busy,” and the 
volunteers for actual work are not on the job, and the treasury 
is not in condition to hire special solicitors. Therefore things 
will wend their same old way. of spurts and stops. In our Camp 
we have instituted a plan to re-instate dropped members for the 
payment of one year’s dues. In this manner several of the 
eighty that were out will probably come back.

With all this, not a new member to “Old 44” out of 30^0
second
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members

in the political field to such an extent that the Sons of Veterans
A.-which is not a political organization-has been rate’ 

rated down the line Our paramount duty to the GAR hfl« 
Sways been fulfilled to the letter everywhere in this United 
States of America. Our affiliation with the other patriotic 
Orders, as Orders-except our own Auxiliary, the G. AR., and 
w. R. bas been aloof- A n?an may be chuck full Of love of 
his country, and have patriotism oozing out of him all over 
hut when he is called upon to expend all his energy on the 
Sons of Veterans, and the G. A. R., there is going to be a divi
sion. All patriotic men and boys are not eligible to be Sons 
of Veterans, U. S. A., and, while I think every patriotic citizen 
has the greatest reverence for those grand men who saved our 
Union, there is a host that belong to other organizations and 
■work for the advancement of their particular lodges, regard
less of anything and everything. While they will do’ nothing 
to discredit our Order, at the same time there is nothing they 
can do to help us. Our young members do not seem to take 
hold of the executive part of our Order, but leave all the busi
ness to the men who have been in the harness for years. We 
should encourage them in the work, for some day age will slip 
upon us like it has on the G. A. R. We all know that it is im
possible to legislate patriotism into any one, and if the Sons of 
Veterans, U. S. A., only have a certain amount of eligibles, and 
can’t even get them to become members, there is going to be a 
reckoning some day. How far off that day may be I don’t know, 
but it is coming, and, from the amount of Camp 
dropped for non-payment of dues all over the United States of
America, things look rather blue to me.

You can’t drive any man into an organization, and a few 
members of a Camp can’t forever* carry a lot of members that 
won’t pay their dues. As financial conditions are today, it 
takes hard work to get new members, and maybe they won’t 
stick when you get them. Those who are in good standing are 
loyal, and the new members are spreading the spirit in the by
ways and hedges for those who didn’t even know they were 
eligible. If the light is thrown in all the dark places, I am sure 
some may be made to see.

Every person in the United States eligible to be a member 
of our Order should enroll himself under its banner for three 
if not many more reasons. 1st—To protect the Union his Father 
and Grandfather fought and died to save; 2nd—To preserve his 
home, which is the foundation and security of our Government 
and 3rd—To keep unsullied the one Flag, the stars and stripes 
which carries with it freedom and protection to all supporter 
°f our wonderful Republic. ...

, This great melting pot, the United States, is today boiling 
and seething with many peculiar ideas of go— then 
when sifted to the dregs, are all of foreign origin. How the 
^n our Constitution and our Flag be •protected and preser 
««pt by those who believe in our institutions? ,1 
^re is no such a thing as “legislative■Pat«ot sm supporting
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one

the 
he

the boring from within is coming to the surface m many places 
Wo must get our eligibles to help us. It is. not only the Sons 
of Veterans’ duty, but the duty or every patriotic citizen to nost 
themselves regarding all this foreign propaganda that is beimr 
circulated all over the United States, poisoning the minds of 
unsuspecting people against our institutions.

. Patriotism and Americanism have been preached and sound
ed from every nook and corner of the United States, yet two 
men in the United States Army were recently arrested’ and 
found guilty of sedition.

Just why the most prosperous nation on earth, and the 
•working under the most wonderful constitution of all ages 
should be subject to attacks of discontent, and the people allow 
themselves to be led away by false gods, is beyond me. Presi
dent Coolidge very significantly said, in his inaugural message- 
“I do not propose to barter away for the privilege of trade, any 
of the cherished rights of humanity. I do not propose to make 
merchandise of any American principles. These rights and prin
ciples must go wherever the sanctions of our Government go. 
The favor of America is not for sale.” These statements surely 
should meet with the approval of all patriotic citizens, and 
especially Sons of Veterans. Foreign countries have tried in 
every manner imaginable to gain a foothold in the United States, 
but so far, the patriotic, home-loving people of our nation have 
kept them out; and let us hope that the loyal sons of those who 
preserved our Union, will continue to make it their business to 
spread the light of understanding, that all may see what a 
•wonderful place the United States of America is, in which to 
have a home.

We should never lose sight of the fact that there are pa
triotic and home-loving people in the United 'States other than 
Sons of Veterans; and, if our Order is perpetuated, we must 
work not only for the principles for which our fathers fought, 
but for the advancement of civilization, and the continued 
progress of the Union they loved so well.

The two most famous men who ever lived in our United 
■States, gave utterance to words which, when fitted together, 
make a motto to be highly reverenced by all our people, and 
more especially those who are patriotic. “Let us raise a stand
ard to which the wise and the honest may repair.” (Washing
ton). “That government of the people, by the people, for the 
people, shall not perish from the earth.” (Lincoln).

This standard is surely wonderful, and should be inscribed 
as with pen of steel in the mind of every American citizen, 
especially when we know that every year there are more men 
and women turned out of prisons in the United States than 
graduate from all our colleges and universities.

The United States needs YOUR help; not only as a ’Son of 
Veteran but as a loyal citizen. We have many things to ao 
besides honoring our fathers and grandfathers for saving 
Union. If they saved, it, we should preserve it! We may 
sailing along in smooth water now, without a care as to 
future, but don’t feel too safe; don’t rely on seeming frien“h. 
ness for true friendship. Preparedness should be our wa 
word, and the continued burning of home fires, which preve
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help

If that is in the form

- —UJlgUL 11 CL 1 \j --------------

innately our program has been rather full.

I move

I

^at the Secretary’s be read.
Past Commander-In-Chief Stephens: 

«nerman read the report of the -Secretary.
The motion was seconded.
Delegate A. E. -Deems, of California

pjCAMPMENT

y catastrophes in the past, will do so again 
of today may be the enemy of tomorrow’ 

i once said, '“The Lord is - ”
most cannon.”

wkhl* ux __ ______ & ?acific Division.
move that each’ officerhe* extended five minutes time. 
AuYn.°minander-injChieE Coffin: We haVe a-nntlqat We a°“ due 

biliary that has been waiting fifteen minu • before 
thJl16 Auxiliary meeting at four o’clock. The mobon herore 

house is that the reports of officers be^received and ^ferred 
the Committee on Officers’ Reports, with the except u

ASSESS with the most cannon. .
Our country today is at peace with the world, and can only 

be kept that way by eternal vigilance. . The size and enthusiasm 
of the Vigilance Committee depends, in a great measure, upon 
the patriotic organizations, of which the Sons of Veterans U. 
S A., is one. We cannot afford to sleep at the switch!

I hope you will bear with me in my small effort to 
perpetuate our Order in its splendid work.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. & L.
G. C. MARKLE, M. D.,

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: Considering the rec
ommendations which the National Secretary has been kind 
enough to make in his report, it is my thought that this En
campment will not know of those recommendations unless the 
report of the National Secretary, or such part of that report as 
he may deem important, should be read to this Encampment as 
the average member taking the printed report does not read it 
closely.

We had the benefit of the report of the Commander-in-Chief 
this morning, and I think there is no one here that would have 
been satisfied to have had that report presented without read
ing by yourself. Therefore I ask that the National Secretary 
be requested to read such portion of his report as in his judg
ment is important at this time, and the other reports be pre
sented as printed.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sisson: 
of a motion, I second the motion.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Before the question is put the 
Chair would like to announce that it had cherished the hope of 
being able to call on every National Officer for a period of five 
minutes for the presentation of his report. The Chair is of the 
opinion that a man who has been called to service in the na
tional body at least should be extended in his own right the 
privilege of the floor for at least five minutes to give this bod} 
some ideas that he might have gained during the year. Unfor
tunately our program has been rather full. We have a S^eet- 
mgs committee awaiting now, and it seems to me in order <

_a motion to refer all the reports, with the exception

that Brother
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■the National Secretary be requested to read such parts of his 
report as he feels important. Those in favor say aye, and those 
opposed no. The ayes have it and it is so ordered. The reports 
are referred -with the exception of the report of the National 
Secretary-Treasurer.

National Secretary-Treasurer Hammer: In the report pre
sented, I give particular attention to twenty years of the mem
bership, number of Camps, of members, new Camps organized, 
with losses and gains for each of the years, to show that we are 
today in our membership just where we were twenty years ago 
There were 1677 Camps instituted in the past twenty years, only 
149 were organized with 50 or more members, and 137 Camps 
were instituted and chartered with only 15 members. I contend 
you cannot expect anything of a Camp instituted with fifteen 
members, and in my report I tell about it. I felt that I ought 
to submit something by way of a plan or method whereby the 
Order may be established to be more effective, substantial and 
permanent; and prevent or overcome the enormous losses and 
have the Order advance. There is some way to do it. I may 
not have it; I may not be able to suggest it, but possibly in what 
I have brought out there may be some other mind that can pro
duce a way to establish ourselves to become a real Order, or 
convince ourselves that we are just going along year after year, 
content with what we have. I come to you with a report like 
this:

“No Camp be instituted with less than fifty members, 
each of whom shall pay at least $20.00. Charter fee to 
be $50.00. Initiation fee in new and old or established 
Camps to be not less than $20.00.”
In other words no Camp should be instituted with less than 

fifty members, each member of which should pay at least $20.00 
and the charter fee should not be less than $50.00. This is 
rather drastic. I do not recommend anything. The initiation 
fee in new, old or established Camps should be not less than 
$20.00, and every Camp that may be organized, capitalize, if that 
is the proper term, every member in every Camp at $20.00.

I go on to state that if you get $20.00 from every member 
of the organization and the same should be invested in sound 
interest paying securities, first mortgage loans at six per cent, 
the interest on that $20.00 will bring in $1.20 a year and that 
will take care of your per capita tax. The per capita tax paid 
in every 'Division runs from sixty cents to one dollar. I am in 
this suggestion, providing for the per capita tax on every mem
ber at four, five or six per cent. A Division will always have a 
per capita tax on every member of the Camp, and the Camp it
self will have the difference of whatever the investment brings 
in. That means, once a member, always a member. The only 
way you could get rid of him is by dishonorable discharge or 
death. I won’t argue this. I have no arguments to make, 1 
offer it to get it into your heads, let it sink in, and if you wan 
to adopt it, come along in a year from now and say what yo 
want to do.

With reference to a beneficial Camp: We have lots of ^a.m?sS 
that are beneficial. Some members do not know what tna-y 
It means a brother who is sick gets four or five dollars a w 
from a Camp, and when his wife dies the member gets
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REPORT of national secretary-treasurer.
Reading, Pa., August 10, 1925.

Hon. Wm. M. Coffin, TT A
Comniander-in-Chiet, Sons of Veterans, U- »• A-

My Dear Commander-in-Chief:
. I have the honor to submit the following report
^retary-Treasurer: .^g may be

Our finances need attention in order that ^^evera! Admin-
iiro!-ly con(*ucted. In the term closing, as promptiy our
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milars; if a member of that Camp dies, the widow gets fiftv tn 
^ hundred dollars, or whatever it may provide Wp hLJ « t0 
Tthese Camps. The Camp I belong u has a membeVshin^ 
Ise to four hundred Under my beneficial membership, if I die 
$ wife will get one hundred dollars If she should die I would 
receive fifty dollais. It I weie to get sick, I would receive four 
dollars a week. That comes out of the general revenue. I say 
in my report that our organization is too cheap, that the man 
who invests only a dollai and a half for membership fee or two 
dollars, has not enough at stake, is not interested. But take 
the Shrine, it costs over $100 to join it. Many who do have no 
thought about joining the Sons of Veterans. Many of them say 
it is too cheap and you don t get that fellow for even a dollar 
and a half.

But if we want our Order on a level for competition, and 
to get it where we want it to be, it don’t make any difference 
what sign we wear we must figure that the man who puts up 
$20.00 is not going to drop out as quick as the man that pays 
$1.50. I also say something about a uniform. Can you think 
of anything worse than the way many of our Camps turn out 
on Memorial Day? Do we make an impression? Some of them 
do make a good impression, but lots of them do not. Stop this 
fellow who wears a straw hat smoking a cigar, or cigarette, as 
an escort to the Grand Army of the Republic. I suggest a head
gear. I suggest the Grant hat. We might put a cord on it. An
other reference: Nobody has more respect for the Grand Army 
men than I. I submit in this respect that the time has come 
for the Grand Army of the Republic, that it is up to them—to 
say where we are and what we are to be to them now. If we 
are to be their successors; if we have any right, or if we have 
any authority on Memorial Day, it is theirs to tell us now. I 
want to know hereafter, if I go out with my Camp on Memorial 
Day, whether I have any right as a son of a veteran or to have 
no consideration. Therefore I think it is up to this committee 
of Past Commanders-in-Chief to get from the committee of f a- 
tional Officers of the Grand Army of the Republic a statement o 
where we are and what we are to be to the Grand Army rom 
now on. If anything, say so. If nothing, say it, and 
will know where we are to be on Decoration Day 
(Applause).
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FINANCIAL.

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS.

1175.03

By Total Expenditures.? 1,9427.29

3386.10

Total Receipts ....$21162.31

$22813,.39 $22813.39

Wise.
5

5.00

Division: 
Ala. & Tenn... 
Cal. & Pac. ... 
Connecticut .. 
Illinois  
Indiana  
Iowa  
Kansas  
Maine  
Maryland .. .. 
Massachusetts . 
Michigan .. .. 
Minnesota ... 
Missouri  
Nebraska ... . 
New Hampshire

15.00
5.00

10.00
5.00

By Balance, Aug. 10,
1925 

Total
119.99
595.85
946.53
705.24
776.12
353.15
253.45
934.89
263.92

3694.71
355.21
172.20
286.06
182.63
504.49

5.00
5.00

10.00
5.00

10.00

Tax 
$ 103.20 $ 

452.24 
786.96 
576.16 
678.96 
281.60 
196.48 
725.92 
210.32 

2992.56 
286.32 
156.72 
199.76 
164.00 
377.84

Receipts were $1010.89 less than last (1923-’24) year—
For Per Capita Tax by, approximately $ 9.00 

Charter Fees  150.00 
-Supplies  776.40 
Miscellaneous (Interest, etc  75.65

Based on an estimated membership of 55,000 the budget 
provided for total receipts of $27160.31, from which they were 
less by $5998.00. Disbursements were less by $7107.71 than esti
mated for the year by the budget. Needless to assure that the 
most economical conducted and unusual effort and care in the 
disbursements.

DR.
Aug. 14, 1924, To bal

ance ......................5 1651.08
Received for:
Per Capita

Tax $17314.64
Charter Fees 125.00
Supplies ... 3606.57
Miscellaneous,

Interest, etc. 116.10

CR.
By General Expenses. $17179.35 
Office Expenses ......... 1072*91
Commander-in-chief’s

Expenses .. 

are not in a mood to increase their contributions, and Division! 
are not prepared to favor increase in per capita tax. The soll,_ 
tion is increase in membership; the active efforts of Division 
and Camp Officers to secure members and have a basis or foun 
dation that will be safe and certain of producing revenue and 
income necessary.

RECEIPTS FROM DIVISIONS.

Per Capita Charter 
Fees Supplies 

$ 16.79 $ 
138.61 
159.57 
124.08 
92.16 
61.55 
51.97 

198.97 
53’.-60 

687.15 
63.92 
15.48 
76.30 
13.63 

126.65
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.50

10.00
115.60

10614.56

121.02

517179.35

$

5 1072.91

?

904.47

Office Expenses:
For Wrapping Paper and Twine 
Postage 
Express 
Telegrams 
Stationery, National Officers ....
Rent  

585.20 
11648.08 
1369.92
125.28

4203.28
216.24
398.88
200.24
378.48

VOUCHERS.
Account:

10.00
15.00

10.00
5.00

127.60
289.23
353.10

3.38
120.93

8.47
17.01

143.12
780.00

62-6.94
138.76
107.12

3575.00
27.50

33.40
37.64

1006.59
94.00
3.40

570.85
49.16
96.62
41.95

197.63

$ 1175.03

$19427.29

Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses:
For Postage 
Telegrams  ..................
Traveling ......     
Stenographer "......................
Miscellaneous 

c!CAirrMENT

Amount 
$ 80.00 

260.00 
5.75 

140.00

^Jersey 
i\W 101k ..........

Ohio •••  
Oregon •••*”* Pennsylvania . 
Rhode Island • • 
Vermont . • • • ■ •
Washington • • • 
Wisconsin • • • • 
Miscellaneous .

Total 

712.80 
1947.31 
1738.52 
125.28 

4784.13 
270.40 
495.50 
242.19 
586.11

 115.60   
$17314.64 $125.00 $3606.57 $116.10 $21162.31

ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES.

General Expenses:
For Stock and 'Supplies $ 1968.45
The Banner, Subscription, September,. 1923-

July, 1925, inc...................................................
Encampment (1924), Printing and Promul

gating Journal to Divisions  
Printing  
Shipping Supplies  
Salary, Juno 21, 1924 -July 20, 1925, inc  
Bonds, National Officers  
Officers other than Commander-in-Cliief and

National Secretary-Treasurer 

i0, To Whom Paid: Account:
2 t?os- Carry’s Sons Co., supplies .................................
3 n i ^ot>bins Co., supplies ..........................................
4 2}Jaker City Stencil Work, supplies 
5 U r(Ramsey Co., supplies ...................* H- H. Hammer, National Secretary-Treasurer, sal 

ary, June-September, inc., and expense a/c 
September, inc........................................................
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37.00
7.

ex-
99.Si

20.

21.
22.

a/c

2931.31
34. 44.75

a/c35. 35.32
36.

7.10
3-9.
40. Colonial Trust Co., rent April-June, inc.

24.
25.

26.
27. 31.00

372.20
33.50

574.75
195.00

847.67
195.00

34.91
10.38
35.45
4.50

280.27
965.32

107.31
27.50

195.00
12.80
16.35
35.03
2.25

26.65
24.57

260.00
66.80
4.50

90.26
5.19

25.75

I'OKTY-FOXJRTII

The Robbins Co., supplies ....................................
The L. S. Ramsey Co., supplies  
Wm. O. Flatt & Brother, supplies 
H. H. 'Hammer, National Secretary-Treasurer, 

pense a/c October-November, inc..................
The Banner, subscription— 

September $969.76 
October  975.08 
November  971.70—$2916.54 

Printing, etc., 1924 Journal
Encampment Proceedings  647.00— 3563.54

Wm. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense a/c 
October-November, inc

Quaker City Stencil Works, supplies  
23. The Banner, printing 

Wm. 0. Flatt & Brother, printing 
H. H. Hammer, National Secretary-Treasurer, sal

ary, 'September-December, inc., expense a/c De
cember 

Colonial Trust Co., rent January-March, inc.. 
Wm. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense 

December 
28. The Robbins Co., supplies 
29. Wm. O. Flatt & Brother, supplies
30. Wm. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense a/c

January 
31. Quaker City Stencil Works, supplies  
3*2. Wm. O. Flatt & Brother, supplies and stationery..
33. The Banner, subscription— 

December $969.00 
January  969.54

February  964.11—$2902.65
Supplies ........................... 28.66—

II. H. Hammer, National Secretary-Treasurer, ex
pense a/c January-February, inc.................

Park F. Yengling, Council-in-Chief, expense 
conference 

Wm. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense a/c 
February ......................................................................

The Banner, subscription, March —

6’ Wmb°a Flaw Brother, printing and stationery 
National officers ..................................................

Maryland Casualty Co., bonds National officers....
Colonial Trust Co., rent, October-December, inc... 
Wm M. Coffin, expense a/c August-September
Quaker City ‘Stencil Works, supplies 

G.' B.~Kostenbader, printing .....................

8.
9.

10.
11. ------ _ .
12 The Banner, supplies .....................................................
131 G. B. Kostenbader, printing .........................................
14^ Wm. O. Flatt & 'Brother, stationery National officers
15. The L. S. Ramsey So., supplies ..................................
16. ’

17.
18.
19.

37. The Banner, subscription, March ..............................
38. Theo. C. Cazeau, National Patriotic Instructor, Tele

grams and Postage ........................................
*H. H. Hammer, National Secretary-Treasurer, sal- 
~ ary, December-February, inc., expense a/c March
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Wm. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense a/c41.

subscription, April,

ex-
19.50

46. 31.32
47.

898.16
55.

23.00
63.

69.
$19427.29Total 

44.
45.

573.50
58.51

16.75
11.16

64.
65.
66.
67.
68.

965.57
24.00

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.

28.35
8.50

153.14
168.44
39.00

955.99
9.50

42.
43.

128.95
200.00
120.00
257.72

5.23
957.49

6.75

48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

18.93
195.00

5.79
954.89

3'.25

March ..........................
Quaker City ’Stencil Works, supplies  
The Banner, supplies, $3.89; r ’

$961.68 ...................................................................
Wm. O. Flatt Co., supplies and printing
H. iH. Hammer, National Secretary-Treasurer, 

pense a/c April .............................................
Geo. B. Holmes, National Counselor, expense to St.

-Louis, ‘Mo
Wm. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense a/c

April ...............................................................................
Wm.M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense a/c May 
Tlios. Parry’s Sons Co., supplies  
The Robbins Co., supplies  
Quaker City Stencil Works, supplies  
The Banner, subscription, May 
G. B. Kostenbader, printing 
H. H. Hammer, National Secretary-Treasurer, sal

ary, February-May, inc., expense a/c May, supplies 
Chas. -P. Hall, Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, ex

pense Division Encampments .
Wm. O. Flatt Co., stationery  
Wm. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense a/c May 
Wm.iM. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense a/c June 
Wm. O. Flatt Co., supplies and printing  
The Banner, subscription, June  
G. B. Kostenbader, printing  
'H. H. Hammer, Natonal Sescretary-Treasurer, ex

pense a/c June 
George B. Holmes, National Counselor, expense Di

vision Encampment (Wisconsin) 
Colonial Trust Co., rent. July-September, inc  
Quaker City -Stencil Works, supplies  
The Banner, subscription, July  
G. B. Kostenbader, printing  
H-. H. Hammer National Secretary-Treasurer, salary, 

•May-July, expense a/c July  
Wm. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, expense a/c July.

encampment

PERMANENT RESERVE FUND.

Aug. 14, 1924 -Aug. 20, 1925, To -Second Liberty Loan
Bonds, 414% $2000.00

Interest on this -fund as directed by previous Encampment, 
18 accredited to our General Fund, and is accounted for therein 
at interest paying periods under Miscellaneous.

'Since the purpose for which this Reserve Fund has been 
Averted and otherwise applied the general revenues have the 
benefit of the investment.

NUMBER OF CAMTS—MEAIBERSHIP IN DIVISIONS.

Returns for the year indicate that the change in eligibility 
ironi eighteen (18) to sixteen (16) years of age had no effect 
t0 increase the number of initiations and the membership:
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1

2 69
55o 65

2
1

3 351

1
1

54961...1021 1007 53730 19 578

RECAPITULATION.

54961

4996Total Gain 29
599571050

24

4

15
6227Total Loss 43

53730In good standing June 3’0, 1925 1007

15
37
11
27

5
1

2
1

1
14
5

14

28
3-

1
7

16
33

298
30

169

99
572
315

6
1

12
1

17
166
21
18

664
522
245
261

2 
4733

1809
1231

302 
1483 
2529 
2272 
2345 
846 
639 

2225 
■671 
9490 
906 
499 
607 
507 

1188 
1847 
5256 
4033
399 

13250
677 
1210 
600 

1180 

12 
35 
42 
54 
32 
21 
22
42 
10
22
14
13
14
34
27

112
91
13

24
4
1

13
29
41
42
31
23
22
45
10

147
22
13
15
15
34
26

105
94
13

171
16
36
16
28

Aggregate Loss—
By Disbanded  

Death  
Honorable Discharge 
Transfer  
Dishonorable Discharge .... 
Dropped .................................

In good standing June 30, 1924. 
Cain—

By Organization and Initiation.
Transfer 
(Reinstatement 

Gain
Cps. Mb.

23
5

Division :
Ala. & Tenn.... 
♦Cal. & Pac.......
Connecticut . .. 
Illinois  
Indiana  
Iowa  
Kansas  
Maine  
Maryland  
Massachusetts .. 149 
Michigan  
Minnesota .. .. 
Missouri  
Nebraska  
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey .... 
New York  
Ohio  
Oregon 

• Pennsylvania ... 171 
Rhode Island .. 
Vermont  
Washington . .. 
Wisconsin .. ..

Total ..
Loss ...
*As to California & Pacific:

ferred from that Division to the Division of Washington, Jan
uary 1, 1925.

The membership June 30, 1923, was as this year, 5?,730, with 
1003 Camps..

June 30,1924 June 30,1925 
Camps Mem. Camps Mem.

325 
1488 
243-0 
1700 
2030
915 
584 

2290
654 

9324 
885 
481 
635 
510 

1172 
1814 
4958 
4384 
3-69 

13081
678 

1224 
605 

■1194 
32
14

Four (4) Camps were trans

Camps Members 
 1021 

Camps Members 
4610 

173 
213 '

Loss 
Cps Mb.
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ber

1 22 1 17

833

422482

1
1
2
1
3

3
1

2
1

2
31

2 •
1
1

34
190

■64
15

61
27

1
2

4
1

2
1

2
3

2
1
1

720
1818Total .

1923-1924 ...

35
140

97
20

22
45

39
24
40
25
84

S3
19
28

63
21

2-6
54

89
19
27

? 38418.68 
266 
884

$ 9716.40 
$120843.85

27
56 

*Two approved in preceding

encampment

744 
1706

 administration.
T Fees accounted for in Supplementary Report.

i^mint reported expended for Relief.. 
vn Veterans or their Families relieved Sn Members or their Families relieved 
Amount in Division Treasuries ............
Amount in Camps’ Treasuries  

new camps.
Number of Applications for Charters, new Camps and num- 
of Applicants and Charter Members are shown as follows: 

Camp Number Camps Charter 
Division: Applications Applicants Instituted Members

Alabama & Tennessee.. 
California & Pacific.... 
Connecticut  
Illinois ............................
Indiana  
Iowa ..............
Kansas  
fMaine  
Maryland  
^Massachusetts  
Michigan  
Minnesota  
Missouri  
Nebraska  
New Hampshire  
New Jersey  
New York  
Ohio  
Oregon .
Pennsylvania  
Rhode Island  
fVermont  
Washington  
Wisconsin 
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1913

55055

53730

6663 
6973 
9358 
7764 
8281 
9137 
9840 
8772 

11217 
10094 
9371 
8151 
4418 
3468 
5909 
6539 
6241 
5070 
5650 
4610

8685 
10028 
11447 
9851 
11213 
11707 
12226 
11162 
13186 
12106 
11115 
10243 
5244 
4141 
6391 
7102 
6719 
5625 
6449 
4996

7642 
10020 
7672 

10137 
8821 
7888 
9323 
9528 
9086 
8486 
9667 
7474 
8800 
6620 
7148 
6029 
5305 
5444 
5209 
6227

853
901 37531
962 41350

1036 44252 
1080 45887 
1147 49987 
1225 53607 
1216
1274 57824 
1163 54298 
1125 51819 
1057 51062 
1022 52135
1018 53549 
1003
1021 54961
1007 53730

a
nd
■s
■H

*2

i
i

of Camps,
> the

co
<D
P

CQ ft S C<jO
*o
d Z 
778

w 
o .Q a0)

85 
85 

133 
121 
128 
121 
137 
153- 
133 
147 
109
70 
29 
12 
37 
38 
37 
24 
54 
24

w 
I 
8

co 
o 5

£

ta 
cds CD
*O

6£
29558 

782 30601 
776 31650 
869 35425 

35139

w 
ft a 
cd 
O
£ 
£
nd 
CD 
N 

I 
i-t
O

«U 
.2 2 o 
,2 
£ 
® rd 
P cd s s o __________o

1905 Dustin .. ..
1906 Speelman ..
1907 Amies .. ..
1908 Sheldon ....
1909 Allan..........
1910 Pollitt ... .
1911 Bolton ...
1912 McGuire ...

Grant .........
1914 Sautter .. .
1915 Sherman ..
1916 Stephens ..
1917 Church ....
1918 Johnson ..
1919 Callahan ..
1920 Sisson ....
1921 Barrows ..
1922 Ireland ...
1923 Shellhouse .
1924 Horn...........
1925[Coffin .... . 
Total ....................

p

.y
w O 

I'g 
g cd 
cd

CD 
6^ 
£

In this report is shown the membership, number cZ Ca] 
new Camps instituted, members initiated, gains and losses 
past twenty (20) years, as follows:

If we are satisfied with these conditions we are fulfilling 
our mission. It is not conceivable that these results have ac
complished our desires. Numerous features must be assigned 
as causes or reasons; that the results are not reversed; that we 
have not many more Camps and members enrolled to the num
ber of hundred thousands.

We have had innumerable changes in Ritual, in the Consti
tution, Rules and Regulations, in methods, system, etc., until 
comparatively revolutionized from the early days of the Order. 
Organized to operate similar to the Grand Army of the Republic 
it has not brought the success the purposes and objects of an 
Order like ours had anticipated or planned for it.

The patriotic and sentimental features of our Order are not 
sufficient. Our system and methods do not impress for per
manency or real appreciation of membership. Our value is n 
compensatory or attractive for the return. What we have i

2383 
2421 
4419 
3-695 
3719 
3499 
4117 
4228 
4154 
4750 
3073 
1857
945 
427

1115 
1210 
1221 
632

1818
578_____________

1677 50261 147526 179636 156525

ca w ft s a cd SO <d .

d* 
%
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secure and to

tion.

. take oui lightful place as a great, influential, patriotic 
in the Countiy, with principles and objects second only 

tjie <G. A. R., we must provide the attractions for the condi- 
and meet the necessary qualifications. Undoubtedly this 
be desired. Our first necessity and object therefor—STOP

not valuable or attractive enough to be sought, 
possess.

To
Order : 
to t- 
tions 
iq to - 
THE LOSSES!

Realize that of the 1677 Camps instituted in these past 
twenty (20) years only 149 were organized with fifty (50) or 
more members; that 137 Camps were instituted and Chartered 
with only fifteen (15) members, and the root or primary cause 
for our condition will be apparent.

No Camp with fifteen (15) members—can carry on or func- 
•Usually after instituted a Camp is left to its own re

sources. The small membership becomes discouraged, finances 
are not sufficient, per capita tax and expenses become due, no 
meetings are held because of lack of a quorum,. Camp is lost. 
The Charter fee (generally $25.00) to a Division has been paid 
—that is the record of many former Camps. The Order suffers 
by reflection.

The same experience applies to members, not alone in new 
Camps. The initiation fee is so small, insignificant really, that 
it is not appreciated—not regarded with dignity. The invest
ment of an eligible makes no impression upon him, is not of 
consequence to a member to be concerned in the amount paid. 
The Camp’s affairs do not attract or hold him; its patriotic work 
and general affairs are of no interest. Camps in this respect 
fail in their duty—as, such members are lost to the Order—to 
the number of 156,525 in the past twenty (20) years!

Regarding it incumbent as the Finance Officer, with these 
years of experience and service to offer some course, plan or 
method whereby the Order may be established as more effective, 
substantial and permanent, prevent or overcome the enormous 
losses, the following is submitted as an outline or basis:

No Camp to be instituted with less than fifty (50) mem
bers, each of whom shall pay at least Twenty ($20.00) 'Dollars. 
Charter Fee to be $50.00.

Initiation fee in new and old or established 'Camps to be not 
less than Twenty ($20.00) Dollars.

Every Camp and each Camp that may be organized cap
italize or value each member at Twenty ($20.00) Dollars.

Each Twenty ($20.00) Dollars representing the individual 
member in the entire or aggregate amount for all members of a 
Camp, to be paid to or deposited with respective Division Treas
urers or -Headquarters—the Treasurer to be bonded in a Surety 
Company, in amount to be fixed by a Division and the bond held 
by the Division Council.

That the Division Treasurer under the supervision of the 
Division Council invest the aggregate of each and every Camp s 
amount for all of the members of each Camp, in sound interest 
Paying securities—first mortgage loans, paying not less than 
six (6) per cent interest per annum.

The interest i. e. six (6) per cent per annum on each Twenty
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interest
—i the

($1.20)
!Head-

forty-foubth

($*>0 00) Dollars, realizing one dollar and twenty cents 
ner annum, to be accredited by Division Treasurer or 
quarters Officers, to the member as payment by the Camp70“,' ’ 
and on account of per capita tax for the year.

The per capita tax from each Camp to a Division to be nnt- 
more than One ($1.00) Dollar per annum; from each Division 
to the Commandery-in-Chief not less than fifty (50) cents w 
annum.

That the balance of twenty (20) cents realized from interest 
by a Division, be accredited to each Camp as the fund or 
separately and individually applies to or is received from 
account of each Camp’s interest fund to the Division.

A plan of this character unquestionably would establish a 
membership; it would retain a member; “once a member always 
a member.” It could be put into operation in most—a vast ma
jority of the Camps; those 'with membership in the aggregate of 
fifty or less, and even more than fifty. It is a question as to 
just how many would favor a proposition of this character. Tak
ing into consideration the objection and opposition of some, 
perhaps many, it should not be considered; for, it is not the 
object of this nor the purpose to lose one member, or to drive 
from the Order any. The vital feature is how to capitalize and 
secure the valuation of Twenty ($20.00) Dollars on each member 
now enrolled in Camps. Those with a membership as cited 
will not be greatly affected. The Camps with a membership 
of several hundred, or over a hundred would have the greatest 
problem. The Camps known as “Beneficial,” paying sick and 
death benefits to members—would have a financial experience 
difficult of disposition but if such would acquiesce, approve and 
agree to the method set forth they could without doubt meet 
and have the benefit thereof and would have better results and 
be more firmly financially established, assured of their income 
and members, than the smaller Camps.

For instance: A beneficial Camp with 300 members to cap
italize or value its members at $20.00 each—would have an 
aggregate fund of $6,000 drawing interest amounting annually 
to $360.00. In the Divisions in which the per capita tax is the 
highest it is One ($1.00) Dollar. The credit to such a Camp— 
where tax is $1.00 per annum, would be $60.00.

To obtain the capitalization or valuation of a member— 
$20.00 on each, the holding of entertainment or public affair 
from which revenue sufficient in the aggregate to cover and 
apply to all members of a Camp could be held. 'Some method 
could be resorted to so that the necessary amount could be 
realized. This would be the proposition or problem, only for 
the members of established Camps, those at present enrolled. 
It would not affect new members or those of a new Camp.

Unless all Camps and every Member would be participants 
and all concur in and adopt something as outlined, it would be 
useless to consider it. If to have consideration it should be 
acceptable to all Camps and all members, not to some or rejecte 
by others. All Camps and each member or none. There may 
be some other system or plan that could be put into executio . 
The suggestion of this outline is intended for something that 
will improve our conditions.
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THE G. A. R.—WHAT ARE WE TO IT?

or shall we be to the Grand

to the feasibility of a proposition of this character, 
not acceptable to and concurred in by the Camps

Any proposition or action of this character, it must be 
rpalized, '"'ill not’. ?°f. the £rst £ew years Possibly, result in 
JoOO to 11,000 initiations of new members in a year as has 
hien our record in the past twenty years. But, rather fewer 
initiations and members who .will be permanently enrolled than 
the thousands to join Camps and dropped within a short time 
thereafter.

As to the feasibility of a proposition of this character, 
whether or not acceptable to and concurred in by the Camps 
and Members, is a matter of environment, composition of and 
material comprising Camps, their facilities, means and ability 
to effect and put it into operation. This is most important in 
the consideration of the subject, every Camp should consent 
and every Member, as though he were to join as a new mem
ber—agree, accept, subscribe to it.

In the consideration of an amount for per capita tax, based 
on payments made by Camps to Divisions now, the following is 
shown as paid in the various Divisions:

In the Division of Alabama & Tennessee, and the Division 
of Kansas, the Camps pay sixty (60) cents per annum.

In the Division of New Hampshire the Camps pay sixty- 
four (64) cents per annum.

In the Divisions of Connecticut, Indiana, Maine, Massachu
setts, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin, the Camps pay eighty (80) 
cents per annum.

In the Divisions of Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, Minnesota, Mis
souri, Nebraska, Rhode Island, the Camps pay one dollar ($1.00) 
per annum.

In the Division of California & Pacific, the highest amount 
of per capita tax is paid by Camps—$1.20 per annum.

For some years our relations and associations with the 
heads, National and in many of the Departments, as 'well as 
active and influential members of the Grand Army of the Re
public have been most cordial. In many sections of the Coun
try these are especially strong and close. The personal feature 
is and has been intimate. This is particularly the fact this 
term. In Commander-in-Chief L. F. Arensberg, who has ren
dered 'Wonderful service in our behalf, we have splendid en
dorsement, most cordial and sincere consideration and influen
tial co-operation. All he has done like himself—was outstand- 
!ng for our Order. He has greatly favored us and we are under 
obligations to him therefor. This applies to many other influ- 
©ntial members and Department officials of that Order who, 
Wlth a number of and in the Divisions are warmly and inti
mately co-operating. Tn many instances Camps, their officers 
and members attend meetings‘of Posts regularly, have a hearty

°me» and render excellent and valuable service to the Com- 
des. This is commendable and leads to a proposition that 
°uld have serious thought, viz:

as an Organization are 
Army of the Republic?
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What will it have us if anything, be to it? Shall we 
be a recognized ally in the full sense and meaning of the term’

If we are to be associated with and perform the service’ 
have our part, obligation and responsibility variously consid’ 
ered, construed by many, declared by the intimates in the co 
operating Departments, and the endorsements accorded us then 
the action by the Grand Army of the Republic should seal, de
termine and definitely establish it.

We should know without doubt our position and relation— 
whether or not we are assuming an affiliation or usurping a tie 
or connection not ours to have or a relationship that is not to 
exist, not to be recognized, is disapproved of and unauthorized.

It is realized that perhaps in many respects and places we 
are at fault, remiss in affairs that could and should be rendered 
or a part performed for the Comrades and Posts. This may be 
neglect; it may also be due to omitted recognition of Camps by 
the parent Organization. These can be readily adjusted.

It is a fact that notwithstanding the Grand Army of the 
Republic has honored us by designating our Order as its official 
escort to Posts, Departments and the ‘National Body, our Camps 
in many places and number are not given this opportunity nor 
recognition. This relates to our experience as to our part and 
service to render on Memorial Day; in the disbanding and the 
disposition of effects of Posts—throughout various parts of the 
Country. It is not overlooked and not unappreciated that in 
many instances the relations, recognition and association is 
most intimate, warm and cordial and could not be more so, all 
of which is most gratifying and permits us of executing the 
service expected and an obligation a pleasure and an honor to 
carry out. This should be universal and absolutely strictly ours 
to render; it should be so from our inherent right and connec
tion.

That we may know our place, relationship with, duty and 
responsibility to the Grand Army of the Republic, it is again 
urged that the Commandery-in-Chief designate a Committee 
composed of Past Commanders-in-Chief to confer with the Na
tional G. A. R. officials to ascertain and have determined what 
relationship shall exisit between us.

It would be a commendable act for us to participate with and 
follow the example of our affiliated Orders in the annual tender 
of their testimonials at the National Encampments to the Grand 
Army of the Republic to its fund to maintain and assist needy 
Posts, which by reason of time’s inroads upon the membership 
have become almost negligble in numbers and unable to con
tinue existence. It is realized that Camps have their part in 
this connection locally, their financial obligations in many in- 
stances for their Memorial Day duties. A number of 'Divisions 
have their liabilities in service to Posts and the G. A. R. where 
the recognition is given and the relationship congenial. The 
Commandery-in-Chief as the National Head and Source to iden
tify, stand for the Order, if it participated or figured in some 
manner of a similar character, would make it outstanding, g1Ve 
it official prestige and reflect emphatic action in executing the 
objects and principles for which we exist, deed and action ac
complished, instead of words. Our relationship, filial, if acknow -
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Receipts were
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"fiect0Iother“ise° almost without °limit,S atteast'to “thTextent^t 

our ability.
PUBLIC APPEARANCE—IMPRESSION.

This has reference to our display, turning out in demon
strations or parade on Memorial Day, and other patriotic occa
sions; for, Camps do participate in numerous places in such In 
general do we make the proper impression? Do we have the 
respect we are entitled to and is our appearance creditable, or 
reflect the distinction and honor of Sons of Veterans of the 
War for the Union? In civic our present provision for Camps 
turning out in parade, in a body, we lose our identity and do 
not leave the effect that we should take the opportunity to pro
duce and advantage to obtain. Not to advocate a uniform, but 
to have the impression, be accorded the honor and to have a 
reflection that other Orders and Societies have from their ap
pearance in public—some distinct feature in head-piece and a 
style of dress could be provided or adopted for our Camps to 
appear in. This could not consistently be opposed by the most 
strenuous objector to a uniform. On the contrary it would 
dignify, distinguish and show us to be what we should be proud 
to have known—that, on Memorial Day, we represent and 
demonstrate in a body honored Ancestors having that right and 
privilege peculiarly ours, Memorial Day is our inspiration, a 
time we rededicate ourselves to our duty as 'Sons of Veterans, 
and as descendants of honored sires who saved the Nation. A 
member participating in the Memorial Day exercises considers 
it a duty—and appearance in parade in a body will add to that 
obligation and impress upon him more than ever the example 
he is showing, and following the Flag with an inappropriate 
regalia will demonstrate to those who are to be informed and 
impressed, the lesson and full meaning of Memorial Day; and 
what our Order—he as a member thereof in line—stands for 
and proudly represents.

SUPPLIES.

Receipts were less approximately $800 and profit smaller 
by over $600, than last year. It is astonishing as to the little 
regard this important feature has in the Divisions with smaller 
Membership. Few carry any stock of consequence and many 
are unable to fill requisitions from Camps. Supplies must first 
be procured from Commandery-in-Chief Headquarters before 
gamp’s order can be filled in many instances. This is a habit, 
Dad practice and no business. Time and again has it been 
bMphasized that every Division Headquarters should always 
ave a stock of supplies on hand so that requisitions from 

^-amps can be promptly filled, business conducted with method, 
ystem and favorably impress for importance these necessities.

The number of requisitions for ridiculously small amounts 
ouid amuse if this feature had not its serious side. The delay 

to inahility to forward supplies to a Camp is harmful 
Ord -??ects discreditably upon the conduct of affairs and the 

*n the estimation of Camp Officers and Members. Prompt- 
ss With Camp Officers brings or influences expeditious returns
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should always be the aim of Division Officers. Theyand these
The transactions were:

Cost of supplies sold $2393.3-0

$3606.57

Total cost $2512.30

(Profit $1094-27

prise the general composition.

This is fre-

U. S. A..
SONS OF VETERANS AUXILIARY.

Our immediate ally—Sons of Veterans Auxiliary,

$2908.92
1968.45

$4877.37
2484.30

$2393.39
3.75

107.12
3.38
4.75

should set the example; it is expected of them.
The transactions were:

Cost of supplies on hand August 1, 1924
Cost of supplies purchased ....................................

Cost of supplies to account for.. ............
Cost of supplies on hand August 1, 192o  

Amount received for supplies 
Cost of supplies sold .........................Cost of supplies to National Officers 
Cost of shipping supplies ................
Cost of wrapping paper and twine..
Express on supplies received ..........

THE BANNER.

The Official Organ should be used more by Division Officers 
for purposes of propaganda, publicity, reaching Camps and 
members for the interests and advantages apparent. THE 
BANNER if resorted to for the end, and, if it covered such a 
field direct—could draw public interest, influence eligibles fa
vorably for membership in the Order, create a stronger attrac
tion to Camps, than, almost any other method, and be an asset 
of very great value for the Order. In its articles patriotism 
should be a stressed feature; matter to inspire, interest and 
make for activity in Camps and among members should com- 

As our official publication it 
would be a great advantage and its use for that object put to 
good effect.

Provision is made for every member of the Order in good 
standing to receive the publication each month. ' 
quently emphasized to Camp Secretaries and Commanders of 
Camps and Divisions. It is unfortunate that this is not com
plied with as strictly and names and addresses of members 
promptly and regularly furnished. It is also impressed upon 
these officers that names of dropped members be immediately 
reported, so that payment for such will not unnecessarily be 
made and the Commandery-in-Chief obliged to make disburse
ment which should not be. This is a matter hard to secure 
the co-operation and prompt compliance with on the part of 
Camp Secretaries.

As provided by the Commandery-in-Chief annual count of 
the number of members receiving the paper is made and checked 
with the publishers. The Editor, Past Division Commander 
A. S. Holbrook, is always helpful and is at the service in 
of all for the advancement of the Order and to the benefit o 
Camps.
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216.09

Total Expenditures..$2847.63

By Balance, iSept. 3,1925 616.9778.50

$3464.60

11.40

$2613.86

17.68

216.09

$2847.36

$ 958.66
1299.30
275.00
69.50

DR.
Aug. 31, To balance.. .$3386.10
Received for

Charter Fees..$10.00
F. E. Upham,

Nat’l Org. Com. 16.48
Interest on Bank

Balances .. .. 52.02

Total Receipts 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.

CR.
By General Expenses..>$2613.86
Office Expenses  17.68
Commander-in-Chief’s

Expenses ...

Office Expenses—
Postage, Telegrams, Stationery 

Commander-in-Chief’s Expenses—
Postage, Traveling 

rendering patriotic service and proving 
niany sections. Many Camps are and have 
mutual interests, successful functions 
Auxiliaries. • Especially on Memorial ©ay 
iliaries helpful and important in their 
The National organization with the 7 w 
Order has been most successful and affairs 

ceasing in her interest and service in behalf
CONCLUSION.

Separating at the end of another term from official asso
ciates with whom relations were most agreeable and cordial a 
Commander-in-Chief with whom to have fellowship, constant 
communication and a tie personal as well as fraternal, has been 
a privilege and a pleasure of no small moment, due apprecia
tion of the many courtesies is acknowledged and sincere thanks 
are returned therefor. You as Commander-in-Chief devoted your 
valuable time, energy, splendid ability which your high qualifi
cations so ably fitted you for, unstintedly and without limit. 
The Order, and all benefited thereby. Your excellent service is 
duly appreciated and you have the good will, esteem of all.

Respectfully submited, in F.» C. and L.,
H. H. HAMMER, 

National Secretary-Treasurer.

$3464.60 
ITEMIZED EXPENDITURES.

General Expenses— K
The Banner, Subscription, August, 1925..•••••
Encampment ............................................................
Salary 
Miscellaneous .;.....................................  \T‘
Other than 'Commander-in-Chief and National

Secretary-Treasurer  

a valuable help in 
nnri profiting from-nd aid on the part of

- are the local Aux- 
The National organization with the various* to Camps- 
Order has been most successful and affairs very X’ this
by National President 'Miss Ida H. Rokeg wL ? y Tducted 

„................. tw.Kes’ wno has been un-
------- of our Order.
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13.13

354.57

64.23

7.55

91.85

114.00

90.83

39.66

139.73

470.09

1116.36

238.32

Total

REPORT OF NATIONAL COUNSELOR.

Chicago, Illinois.

you appointed me as National Counselor of the Order, , I felt 
extremely honored both because you were the man '----
pointed me and because of the position itself.

7.38
75.00

$2847.63
H. H-. HAMMER, 

National Secretary-Treasurer.

22.75
2.20

75. Wm. H. Cressey, Council-in-Chief, Encampment ex
penses . . . ...... j. ■_....................

76. Herbert D. Williams, Council-in-Chief, Encampment
expenses 

77. Theo. C. Cazeau, National Patriotic Instructor, En
campment expenses, and postage 

78. J1. C. Hawthorne, National Chaplain, Encampment
expenses 

79. Geo. B.. Holmes, National Counselor, Encampment
expenses 

80. Geo. E. Cogshall, Encampment expenses 
81. H. H. Hammer, National Secretary-Treasurer, En

campment expenses, and salary, miscellaneous, 
postage, telegrams, stationery 

82. The -Banner, Subscription, August, 1925, Encamp
ment Roll, Reports Officers, etc

83. John A. Harrison, typewriting Division Secretary
matter for H. F. Weiler 

84. H. F. Weiler, postage ‘‘School Instruction”
85. Harry E. Beach, Encampment Stenographer (re

port) 

vouchers.
70 L H Bierce, invitations reception...
71’ Win. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, 

August, and Encampment expenses 
72. Chas. P. Hall, Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, En

campment Expenses .....................................................
73. G. C. Markle, Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, En

campment expanses ......................................................
74. Park F. Yengling, Council-in-Chief, Encampment

expenses  :•••*:.....................................

....................... ?expense a/c

In making this, my report for the year, I wish to eXpr® 
to you my thanks for the courtesies you have extended to - 
and also my thanks to many other officers and members of 
Order, for courtesies likewise extended in my own Divis 
and when I have been in other Division of the Order.

During the year, I have been called on to render only three 
formal Opinions, to visit another jurisdiction for the py P - 
of taking testimony and to attend still another jurisdicti 
your Official Representative at your request.

William (M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief,
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

When, shortly after the last National Encampment in 1924,

who ap-
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a decision 
.1 expelling

opinion I.
In November, 1924, I received from you the flies in the 

case of Robert Rimmer of Reno Camp, Division of New York, 
bearing upon a trial of charges originated in Reno Camp against 
said Rimmer.

The (Division Commander of New York issued t 
sustaining the findings of the Trial Commissioner and 
the defendant from membership in the Order.

The matter came to you as Commander-in-Chief, apparently, 
for approval, but considering the state of the records, the juris
diction of the Commander-in-Chief could be only appellate. No 
one appeared to be appealing, and the approval of the Command
er-in-Chief of such a decision of the Division Commander, is 
not required by the Regulations. The evidence as shown by ’the 
record sustained the findings and the decision.

I suggested to the Commander-in-Chief that he return the 
files to the Division Commander without action, calling atten
tion to the fact that if an appeal was taken by the expelled 
Brother, it would have to be taken within a reasonable time, 
as no definite time for appeal is stated in the Regulations, and 
that if the Commander-in-Chief should approve them, it might 
embarrass him if an appeal was thereafter taken by the expelled 
Brother.

I also suggested that the attention of the Division Com
mander of New York be called to the fact that there did not 
appear any showing of record that the ten (10) days’ time in 
which to file objections to the report of the Trial Commissioner 
as provided in Article 7, Section 4 of the Regulations, had been 
given, and that this be cured, the record completed and placed 
on file with the Division Secretary.

This Opinion was approved by the Commander-in-Chief and 
action taken accordingly.

OPINION II.

On January 2, 1925, I received from the Commander-in-Chief 
a letter to him from the Division Commander of the Wisconsin 
Division with attached papers, one of which was a ruling of 
the Division Counselor in the matter which concerned Harnden 
Camp No. 2 of the Wisconsin Division.

. The members of this Camp evidently had in mind pro
visions of the former Constitution and some argument arose as 
to suspended or dropped members.

I wrote you January 14, as follows:
Hon W. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

3755 (Hyde (Park Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio. . .
In re—Harnden Camp No. 2 of Wisconsin Division. 

Dear Commander:
T In response to your letter of 2nd inst., in the above matter, 
1 beg leave to report that I entirely agree with you and with 
ne Division Counselor of Wisconsin Division.

t. As you point out Section 3, Article 2, Chapter 1, of Regula- 
loiis on Page 10 of the C. R. seems to me to cover the matter 
yond Question. It says
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July 25, 1925.

Although, of 
reciting will probably never

This Opinion was approved by the Commander-in-Chief.
opinion in.

As to propriety of accepting ’“position form” of bond, which 
covers the Commanders of two separate Divisions in the same 
instrument.

IN THE MATTER OF: Past Division Commander William 
Schumacher of the Missouri Division.

In January, 1925, I received from the Commander-in-Chief 
a letter transmitting to me a formal commission as Trial Co 
missioner, appointing me as such to “hear, ascertain and 
termine all of the facts relative to the issue therein; name »

Fraternally,
GEO B. HOLMES, 

National Counselor.

William M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Dear Brother Coffin:
Yours of the 27th of June with inclosed bond I find in the 

office on my return from vacation today. I am returning the 
bond approved as to form.

•I think it probably is proper enough, and we probably could 
collect if it was necessary. If, however, we had to sue for a 
deficiency of the Division Commander of 'Maryland, and also 
had to sue for a deficiency of the Division Commander of Ver
mont, this bond could be introduced in evidence in only one 
of such cases, and we should have to get a leave to withdraw it, 
it being the original bond; in each case it being necessary that 
the original bond be introduced in both cases. As a matter of 
covering this point, I think the Order had better ask that we 
get two bonds, one for each Division Commander. — -—J . 
course, such an instance as I am 
happen.

“Any member of a Camp who is one year in arrears in the 
payment of his dues may, by a vote of the Camp, be dropped

* $ * a dropped member may be, admitted into the Order in 
the same manner as a new member.”

If these members of Harnden Camp No. 2 were “dropped” 
then there can be no valid objection to them joining another 
Camp whether they pay up back dues or not.

If however they were merely “suspended,” then they are 
still members of Harnden Camp and the act of joining the other 
Camps means nothing.

Whether they were “dropped” or “suspended” is a fact to 
be ascertained and when ascertained action should follow on 
the lines of the opinion of the Wisconsin Division Counselor.

Yours in F., C. and L.,
GEO B. HOLMES, 

National Counselor.
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February 3, 1925.

Through the kindness of Division Secretary Brother A. J. 
Albrecht of the Missouri Division, who resides in St. Louis, I 
secured a room for the hearing and notified Past Division Com
mander Schumacher that I would attend at such place on March 
14, 1925, at 9 o’clock in the morning for such purpose, by Regis
tered Mail. My letter to Past Commander 'Schumacher was as 
follows:

February 25, 1925.

My Dear Commander:
Your letter of January 24. 1925, to me calling my attention 

to the action of the Forty-third Annual Encampment of the 
Commandery-iii-'Chief, in which it was recommended “That the 
incoming Commander-in-Chief acting under Section 1 and Arti
cle 7 of the Constitution and Regulations assume original juris
diction and cause said William Schumacher to establish his 
eligibility in conformity with the constitutional requirements, 
fixing the time he shall be allowed for such purpose’’ was duly 
received.

You instruct me that in accordance with such recommenda
tion you have so assumed original jurisdiction- for that purpose 
and under date of January 25, 1925, you appoint me Trial Com
missioner, for that purpose and send me the necessary -written 
authority over your official signature to so act.

I -would have acknowledged this officially before this but 
for the reason that I had an accident that kept me in bed for a 
week.

I will take the matter up and act at once,
Fraternally,

GEO. B. HOLMES,
National Counselor.

Mr. Wm. Schumacher,
30131 IMerramec Street, St. Louis, Mo.

W Dear Sir:
The last Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief 

directed Wm. M. Coffin, the Commander-in-Chief, to assume 
original jurisdiction and cause said Wm. Schumacher to estab- 
*lsh his eligibility in conformity with the constitutional re- 
^irements, fixing the time he shall be allowed for such pur- 
R08®- This is in pursuance of the recommendation of the 
rnenf Cornmander-in’Chief’ Horn* (see page 394?rdwhk‘ha?he 

proceedings) and the report of the committee to which the 
^tter was referred (see page 182 same proceedings), which 
6port was adopted. a .

ChiJpn pursuance of said instruction by the
the Commander-in-Chief has in writing, under date or

encampment

whether or not said William Schumacher, Jr., is eligible to 
membership in the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.” fogethe? 
with numerous documents, more or less bearing on the matter, 
and also citations of the proceedings in various National En
campments, bearing on this matter.

I acknowledged receipt with the following letter:
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and

me

Tanuarv 24, 1925, turned over to me evidence in his possession fn the case and has further under date of January 25, 1925, duly 
annointed me as Trial Commissioner, to hear, ascertain 
determine all of the facts relative to the issue therein; namely 
whether or not said Wm. Schumacher, Jr is eligible to mem
bership in the ‘Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.” and to make 
due report to him in writing, with my recommendations.

In this matter I call your attention to Section 1, Article 5 
page 33, of C. & R. adopted in 1920, and which among other 
things provides the Commander-in-Chief shall * * * * perform 
such other duties as may be prescribed * * * * by the action of 
the Commandery-in-Chief, also: Section 1, Article 7, page 54 of 
the C. & R. adopted 1920.

‘’.Section 1. The Commander-in-Chief shall have orginal 
jurisdiction over charges * * ♦ * and also against members of 
Camps when Camps or Divisions fail or neglect to act upon any 
breach of discipline within their jurisdiction.”

In pursuance of the foregoing, I beg leave to notify you 
that for that purpose, I shall attend at the City of St. Louis, 
•Missouri, on the 14th day of March, A. D., 1925, at the following 
address, to-wit: Laclede Hotel, 6th and Chestnut St., at room 
reserved for me, to start at the hour of 9 o’clock, a. m., the 
hearing, and will receive at that time such testimony as you 
may desire to submit to me as such Trial Commissioner, either 
oral or documentary.

At such time and place I shall have with me the original 
order appointing me as such Trial Commissioner.

Also at such time and place I will have with me among 
others, the following papers furnished me by the Commander- 
in-Chief, which will be used in evidence in this case, towit:

1— Letter of Edward Brandie, Secretary of Major Leo Ras- 
sieur Camp No. 4, Sons of Veterans, 'Missouri ’Division, dated 
July 29, under seal, in which is shown a copy of the record 
from the Descriptive Book of Gen. Schaefer Camp No. 28, as 
follows:

“Wm. Schumacher, aged 27, born in St. Louis, Mo.; date 
of muster October 13, 1905.”

“Father’s name Wm. Schumacher, Sr., enlisted May 5, 1861, 
as private, Co. C, 4th Mo. Volunteer Infantry; length of service, 
three months. Member of Post 13, 'Dept, of Mo., G. A. R.”

“‘In 1907 Gen. Schaefer Camp consolidated with Major Leo 
Rassieur Camp No. 4.”

2— A. “request for certificate of service” from S. S. ’Horn, 
under date of August 2, 1924, through Division and National 
Headquarters, to the Adjutant General’s Office of the War De
partment, in Washington, was honored and returned from said 
Adjutant General’s Office, War Department, under date of the 
9th of August, 1924, with the following endorsement:

“The name of Wm. Schumacher has not been found on the 
rolls of any Company, 4th Mo. Cavalry or Infantry, Civil War.

3— A letter from Assistant Adjutant General W. F. Hen^’ 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, Department of Missouri’ 
dated January 21, 1925, in which it is stated among other thins 
as follows:
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Very truly, 
(Signed) C-

'l the
We were together

11J ,

GEO. B. HODMES, 
National Counselor.

1
On March 14, I attended at St. Louis, at the time and place 

‘a Question, and was met by Past Division Commander Schu- 
j^acher, Past Division Commander (Helm, who appeared in be 

of {Brother Schumacher, and others.
. I showed Past Division Commander Schumacher all 

cuuients, letters, etc., in my possession. • -----

private in Co. 1, 1st Mo. H. G. (Home Guards), that he was 
finally discharged August 10th, 1861, as private, same Co by 
reason of expiration of service.”

“In the last half of the year, 1894, he was admitted to mem
bership in Post 13, by transfer from Post 314, and the statement 
of his services appears on the roll of Post 13*, as follows:

“That he entered the service as private in Co. 1, 1st Mo 
Vol. Infantry, May 5, 1861, and was discharged from’that Co’ 
August 10, 1861, by reason of expiration of service.”

4—A letter from Mr. W. F. Henry, A. A. G., Dept, of Mo. 
Grand Army of the Republic, also dated January 21, 1925, states 
that “the 1st Mo. Home Guards were never in the United ‘States 
Service.”

Same letter also states that “the name of Wm. Schumacher 
does not appear on the roll of the 1st Mo. Infantry or any roll 
in the office of the Adjutant General of Missouri. The same 
letter further states:

“Evidently the alleged soldier was erroneously admitted to 
membership in the G. A. R.”

I desire also to call your attention to the Constitution of 
the Order of Sons of Veterans, adopted at Providence, R. I., in 
1901, which provided as follows:

“All male descendants, not less than 18 years of age, of sol
diers, sailors, or marines who served in the Union Army or 
Navy, during the war of 1861-5 and who were in the service at 
the close of said War * * * * or ‘whose ancestor is admissable 
to the Grand Army of the Republic shall be eligible to member
ship, etc.” However, in the Constitution, adopted in 1904, which 
went into effect January 1st, 1905, the eligibility clause was sub
stantially like the present one, and the words, “and whose an
cestor is admissable to the Grand Army of the Republic” were 
left out.

Also please note, that this new constitution took effect 
January 1st, 1905, and over eight months before you were mus
tered into the Order.

I am sending this letter by registered mail.
Please refer to Article 7, page 54, of the C. & R. of 1920, and 

Particularly to Section 4, on page 55, and Section 5, on page 
and Section 8 on page 56.
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■= •« “to
I told him I should make a written report to the Command- 

pf in-Chief of our discussion of the papers submitted and my 
recommendations. These were discussed at considerable length. 
Our discussions were entirely friendly and frank, and when we 
narted Past .Division Commander Schumacher was informed as 
to what the substance of my report would be.

■My report of said hearing was mailed to Commander-in- 
Chief March 20, 1925, for such action as he chose to take in the 
matter. Inasmuch as this hearing was in the Division of -Mis
souri, I deemed it the necessary courtesy to notify the Division 
Commander of my action, and on February 26, 1925, I wrote to 
him the following letter for his information:
Geo. A. Wood, Esq., Division Commander,

(Missouri Division, Sons of Veterans, U. «S. A., 
2809 Linwood Blvd., Kansas City, Mo.

My Dear Commander:
Re: Wm. Schumacher, P. D. C., Mo. Div.

The Commander-in-Chief in pursuance of resolution of the 
Forty-third Commandery-in-Chief, has appointed me as Trial 
Commissioner to ascertain the status of Past Division Com
mander -Schumacher and report, etc.

Brother Albrecht at my request has secured me a room for 
the purpose of the hearing at the Laclede Hotel, 6th and Chest
nut Street, St. Louis, Mo., for March 14, 1925. The hearing will 
commence at 9 o’clock a. m.

I have sent by registered mail direct to Brother Schumacher 
the formal official letter of notification of such matter as pro
vided by Section 4, Article 7, page 55 of C. & R.

This for your information.
Fraternally,

GEO. B. HOLMES,
National Counselor.

Stated Missouri^ Cit7of7t°lou%-lsCOmman‘ler in-Cllief:

In Re; William Schumacher, Jr.—
An Inquiry Relative to Eligibility.

Proceedings held at n-. . „ March 14, 1925.
the 14th day of March4A^ St’ Louis> Mo- on Saturday,
in said city Proceed?^’ -1925’ at Room 311« Laclede Hotel, 
day for the w T beg'Ming at 9 o’clock, a. m. on said 
Schumacher asceftaining the eligibility of William
ans, U. 6. A. ’’ 4 membei’ship in the Order of Sons of Veter- 

erans, U. S~A*e°nf ro,.RolmeS' National Counselor, Sons of Vet-
William I11R10is. as Trial Commissioner. ,Division of Missouri Past Division Commander of the
The Trial Com™-aS- Defendant, and others.trial Commissioner: The order of the Commander-in-

l’ Saturday,

said 
of’ William
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W. <M. COFFIN, 
Commander-in-Chief.

' jxcampment

rhief appointinS me as Trial Commissioner for this nroeppdinp-c fey be admitted intached hereto as Exnimt A.
 -rr , January 25, 1925To Hon. George B. Holmes,

National Counselor, Sons of Veterans, 
Chicago, Illinois.

In Re: William Schumacher, Jr.— 
An Inquiry Relative to Eligibility.

Pursuant to the action of the Forty-third Annual Encamp
ment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans USA 
and in Conformity with Article VII of Chapter V of the Regula
tions of said Order, you are hereby designated and appointed a 
TRIAL COMMISSIONER, in the matter of William Schumacher 
jr., a member of Rassieur Camp No. 4, Missouri Division, Sons 
of Veterans, U. IS. A., to hear, ascertain and determine all of the 
facts relative to the issue therein; namely, whether or not said 
William Schumacher, Jr., is eliigble to membership in the Order 
of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.;

And you will make due report thereof, together with your 
recommendations in the premises, in writing, to the undersigned 
authority.

You are hereby authorized to do all and singular the things 
necessary in carrying out the foregoing charge, in accordance 
with the said mandate of said Encampment of the Commandery- 
in-Chief, and the terms and conditions of the Constitution and 
Regulations of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., in such case made 
and provided.

The Trial Commissioner: ‘Mr. Schumacher, I mailed you by 
registered mail, on February 25, 1925, in accordance with Arti
cle 7, Chapter 5, page 54, of the C. & R. adopted in 1920, a letter 
oated February 25, 1925, signed by me informing you that 1 

hold a session here beginning at 9 o’clock a. m. March 14, 
1925, which letter recited the order of the last National En- 

I jampment directing Commander-in-Chief Coffin to assume orig- 
nal jurisdiction of your matter and take all proper and neces

sary actions. The same letter called your attention to a certifi
cate of the Adjutant General’s Office of the War Department 
ud to two letters of the Adjutant General of the Department of 

of the G- A. K, to a copy of your record in the De- 
Book of your Camp, and a copy of your father s record 

?? hls two Posts, also a further short letter to you m whicn 
sKed. you to write me. Did you receive them?

r , B. c. Schumacher: Yes> I received them and signed the 
the retu.rn receipt card. I did not write you because I thought 

receipt card would be enough.
bon 3e Trial Commissioner: An exact, true and correct car- 

ot both my letters to you of February 25, are now ad- 
a ln evidence as Exhibit “B" and “C.”

BiaChlS0.the ,Re<l Return Receipt Card signed by P. D. C. Schu- 
» *s admitted in evidence as Exhibit “D.”
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Also the receipt for said registered letter from the Chien P-n 
Postoffice, dated February 26, is admitted as Exhibit “E.”Cag0

The Trial Commissioner: I did not actually receive the rn. 
turn receipt until March 3rd, and feaiing it had been missent 
I sent to A. J. Albrecht two duplicate letters addressed to yOn 
dated March 2nd, notifying you of this date of hearing, i r ’ 
ceived one back from Brother Albrecht with his certificate on 
the back of same under date of March 4th, in -which he certifies 
he personally served you with same. Did you receive that?

P. D. C. Schumacher: Yes, I received that.
A. J. Albrecht, Division Secretary-Treasurer, Missouri Divi

sion: I received the letters of Brother Holmes and took them 
right out to Brother Schumacher’s house and gave one to him 
personally.

The Trial Commissioner: The letter of Brother A. J. Al- 
mrecht, dated March 7, 1925, to me is received in evidence as 
Exhibit •“F.”

Also my letter of March 2, to Wm. -Schumacher, -with the 
certificate of A. J. Albrecht, on the back thereof, is admitted as 
Exhibit “G.”

The Trial Commissioner: Brother Schumacher I show you 
this certificate of Edward Brandie, Secretary of Camp 4, show? 
ing your Descriptive -Book record; this requisition of !S. S. Horn, 
dated August 31, 1924, calling for the service of your father and 
the endorsement thereon; the letter of the Department Com
mander of Mo. Dept. G. A. R., dated January 19, 1925; these two 
letters of W. T. Henry, Asst. Adjt. Gen. of Mo. Dept. G. A. R. 
Please look at them.

P. D. C. 'Schumacher: I kno-w about those, you included the' 
main parts of them in your long registered letter to me.

The Trial Commissioner: Then, there is admitted in evi
dence the following Document, towit:

As Exhibit “H,” a carbon copy of a letter from 'S. S. Horn, 
Commander-in-Chief, dated July 22, 1924, directed to Brother 
Schumacher through Division Channels, requiring a certified 
copy of the record of Rassieur Camp 'No. 4, on which his mem
bership is based.

As Exhibit “I” a certificate of Edward Brandie, Secretary of 
Rassieur Camp, dated July 29th, under seal, showing the De
scriptive Book record of Gen. Schaefer Camp, Missouri Division, 
as follows:

“Wm. Schumacher, age 27, born in St. 'Louis, Mo., date of 
muster, October 13th, 1905.

Fathers name 'Wm. Schumacher, Sr.; enlisted May 5th, 186L 
as Private in Company G, 4th Missouri Volunteer Infantr , 
length of service three months, member of Post No. 13, Dept. 
Mo. G. A. R.”

“In 1907, Gen. -Schaefer Camp consolidated with Major Leo 
Rassieur Camp No. 4.”

This certificate is 0. K.’d by the Division Secretary-Treas- 
urer, as correct as per Headquarters Records, also under se •

Admitted as Exhibit “J,” a requisition for Certificate o 
Service of Wm. 'Schumacher, late Co. C, 4th Regt. Mo.
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■•Respectfully returned to Samuel S. Horn, Commander-in. 
Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., City Hall, Easton, Pa.

“The name William Schumacher has not been found on tho 
rolls of any Company, 4th Missouri Volunteer Cavalry or In* 
fantry, Civil War.” Signed Robert C. Davis, Major General, etc. 
etc.

on tho
Signed Robert C. Davis, Major General,

Also as Exhibit “K” a letter from Alfred Zartman, Dept. 
Com., Mo. Dept. G. A. R., to Commander-in-Chief Coffin’ dated 
January 19, 1925, in which is said (extract): “Your letter in 
reference to -Wr. Schumacher, Sr. has been received and I have 
sent your letter to Assistant Adjutant General W. F. Henry, St. 
Louis, to give you the desired information.”

Also as Exhibit “L” a letter from W. F. Henry, Assistant 
Adjutant General. Mo. Dept. G. A. R., dated January 21, 1925, to 
Commander-in-Chief Coffin, in which it is stated:

“The files of this ’Department show that the said Schu
macher was mustered into the G. A. R. by John D. Robye, Post 
No. 314, in the 3rd Quarter 1 888, upon his statement that he 
entered the service May 5, 1861, as a private in Co. 1, 1st Mo. 
H. G. (Home Guards); that he was finally discharged August 
10th, 1861, as a private, same Company, by reason of expiration 
of service.”

“In the last one half of the year 1894 he was admitted to 
membership in Post No. 13, by transfer from Post 314, and the 
statement of his service appears on the roll of Post 13, as ap
pears by the report of the latter Post on file in these Headquar
ters, as follows: that he entered the service as a private in Com
pany I, 1st Mo. Vol. Infantry, May 5, 1861, and was discharged 
from that Company, August 10, 1861, by reason of expiration of 
service.”

Also admitted as Exhibit ‘W’ another letter from General 
Henry dated January 21, 1925, to Commander-in-Chief Coffin, 
from which I quote extract, “I have found1 that the First M. 
Home Guards were never in the United -States (Service: I have 
found too that the name of 'William Schumacher does not appear 
on the roll of the 1st Mo. Inft. or any roll in the office of tho 
Adjutant General of Missouri.”

"‘Evidently the alleged soldier was erroneously admitted to 
membership in the G. A. R.”

All these exhibits are attached hereto.
The Trial Commissioner: Brother Schumacher, have you 

not been able to get something to counteract these papers?
, P. D. C. -Schumacher: No, I have not. I talked to my father 
before he died about his discharge papers but he always said 
■hey became mixed, up with those of other men and he did not 
*now what became of them. I have no other evidence at all 
bnt I hate to- leave the Order because there is so much to do in 
the Order in Missouri Division and I would like to stay awhile 
and do it. How about the Constitution -when I was musteied in.

The Trial Commissioner: Here is a bound copy of the Con
stitution and Laws, governing the Sons of Veterans, adopted at
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the Twenty-third Annual Encampment at Boston, August 17-ijl 
19 1904, in force after January 1st, 1905. Article 4, page 9 
which is headed, “Eligibility to membership” is as follows- “All 
male descendants, whether through the paternal or materna 
line not less than 18 years of age, of soldiers, sailors, or ma 
rines, who were regularly mustered and served honorably in 
or who were' honorably discharged from the Army or Navy of 
the United States during the War of 1861-65, and whose an
cestors through whom membership is claimed have never volun
tarily borne Arms against the government of the United States 
of America.” We will attach this as Exhibit “N.”

P. D. C. Schumacheer: I had thought it was different I 
had thought a Son of a member of the G. A. R. was eligible just 
because his father was a member of a Post.

The Trial Commissioner: No, that is a mistake. The Con
stitution adopted in 1901, among other things had this clause 
“or whose ancestor is admissable to the Grand Army of the Re
public.” It did not say that if the father was in the G. A. R. 
that his son was admissible.

There was considerable discussion between the Trial Com
missioner and P. iD. C. Schumacher, P. D. C. Wm. G. Helm, 
Brother A. J. Albrecht, Division Secretary-Treasurer of Missouri 
Division, and P. D. C. Behnke.

But there was no other or further testimony or evidence • 
offered or admitted other than the above and foregoing in this 
matter.

The Trial Commissioner hereby certifies that he has heard, 
ascertained and determined all the facts relative to the issue 
herein and that the above and foregoing is a true and correct 
record of the proceedings in this matter, held in St. Louis, Mo., 
on March 14, 1925.

The Trial Commissioner in accordance with the Commands 
of the Authority given him as such Trial Commissioner, now 
therefore makes this his report of his finding and recommenda
tions in this matter to the Commander-in-Chief, Wm. M. Coffin, 
and he finds:

1st—That the father of said Wm. -Schumacher, Past Division 
Commander of Missouri Division, -Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., 
was never in the Military Service of the United States during 
the Civil War.

2nd—That whatever service Wm. ‘Schumacher, Sr., rendered 
in a military way was not in the service of the United States.

3rd—That the said Wm. Schumacher, Sr., was never "Ad
missible to the Grand Army of the Republic” as provided in tue 
Constitution of this Order adopted in 1901.

4th—That the mere fact that Wm. Schumacher, Sr., was 
actually a member of the Grand Army of the Republic for m 
years, and was buried while a member of his Post is not i 
self sufficient to make his son eligible to this Order.
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recommends,

encampment

CommS^of the nTsso^ 

bership in this Uiaei.
AND THEREFORE the Trial Commissioner 

that—
First—The Commander-in-Chief in pursuance of Section 4 

Article 7, of Chapter 5,. of the C. & R. on page 55 and 56, write 
P. D. C. Schumacher, giving him ten days time to file objections 
to this report.

Second—That if no objections are filed within said ten days 
the said Commander-in-Chief shall decide the case by approving 
this Report and these Recommendations and mail an Official 
Communication to the Commander of the Missouri Division, 
and to the Commander of Rassieur Camp No. 4, Missouri Divi
sion, Sons of Veterans, U. -S. A., instructing them to strike the 
name of Wm. Schumacher, Past Division Commander of Mis
souri Division, from the Rolls of the Division and the Camp, on 
account of his ineligibility. And—

Third—That the Commander-in-Chief make such other and 
further Orders, and such Declarations as may be required or 
he may deem necessary for the purpose of carrying out the 
mandate of the last Annual Encampment.

The Trial Commissioner further reports that—at the last 
and Forty-third Annual 'Encampment of the Order held in Bos
ton, Mass., August 12-13'-14, 1924, the then Commander-in-Chief, 
S. S. Horn, among other things recommended as follows, to-wit:

“Recommendation No. 8: That the incoming Commander
in-Chief take such action as will secure all available evidence to 
establish or deny the eligibility of William Schumacher, Camp 
4, Division of Missouri, in accordance with the requirements of 
the C. & R. and that he make declaration accordingly as may be 
required.”

(Seepage 39 of said Proceedings).
Said recommendation was referred to a committee, which 

committee thereafter during the same Encampment reported as 
follows, to-wit:

“We had before us certain evidence in documentary form 
that we gave consideration to and having in mind the import
ance of this question as it pertains to the real fundamentals of 
our organization, the right not only to membership now, and 
ye feel in fairness and in full measure of fairness to the brother 
interested and to the Division of Missouri and to this Command- 
ery-in-Chief, to offer this similar report.”

“Sufficient evidence of a convicting character having been 
Presented to your committee to cause at least the establishment 
p a reasonable doubt as to the right of William Schumacher of 
tamp 4, (Division of Missouri, to membership in the Order. of 

6 Sons of Veterans, it is recommended that the incoming 
ommander-in-Ohief acting under (Section 1, Article. 7,. of the 
°*stituti°n and Regulations assume original jurisdiction and 

n 86 said William Schumacher to establish his eligibility in 
he h ity 'with the constitutional requirements, fixing the time

shall be allowed for such purpose.”
The Committee then moved the adoption of this recoin-
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DECISION AND ORDER.
The Commander-in'Chief, pursuant to the direction of the 

Forty-third Annual Encampment of the , Commandery-in-Chief 
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., having assumed original jurisdiction 
in the matter of William Schumacher, Jr., a member of Major 
Leo Rassieur Camp No. 4, Missouri Division, a controversy in
volving the eligibility of said William Schumacher, Jr., to mem-

* $ ,Jt *

Pursuant to the foregoing Findings and Recommendations, 
due notice thereof having been given said William Schumacher’ 
Jr., in accordance with the Regulation in such case made and 
provided, the Commander-in-Chief issued the following Decision 
and Order, promulgating copies thereof to the Commander of 
Missouri Division and to the Commander of Major Leo Rassieur 
Camp No. 4, Missouri Division:

Cincinnati, Ohio, April 30, 1925. 
In Re: William Schumacher, Jr.—

An Inquiry Relative to Eligibility.

bership in the Order of Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.;
. And in conformity with Article VII of Chapter V of the 

Regulations of said Order, having appointed Brother George B. 
Holmes a Trial Commissioner to hear, ascertain and determine 
all of the facts relative to the issues in said contrversy;

And said Trial Commissioner having made due report of 
his findings and recommendations in said matter;

And said William Schumacher, Jr., having been given due 
notice of. said report and opportunity to file objections there > 
and having failed throughout the required period of time to 
any such objections, except a statement (after notice or 
report of the Trial Commissioner) that he had withdrawni b 
membership and had been granted an honorable discharg 
the aforementioned Camp; . of

NOW THEREFORE, The fundings and recommendations 
said Trial Commissioner, to the effect that said William o 
macher, Jr., is not eligible to membership in the Order 
of Veterans, U. IS. A., are hereby sustained and approved,

of the

November 
Papers bear- 

-1 of or were 
and imniedi- 
he had been

roRTY-Founm 

mendation and such report was so adopted (see page 182 
same proceedings).

Commander-in-Chief Wm. M. Coffin received on 
1st 1924. from the National Secretary, the various p 
ing on the matter which had been in the possession 
secured by Past Commander-in-Chief ‘S. 'S. Horn, 
ately assumed original jurisdiction of this matter as 
directed to.

He had considerable correspondence with various officers 
of the Grand Army of the Republic and secured certain paper? 
letters and documents which under date of January 25, 1925, he 
transmitted to me.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
Dated at Chicago, Illinois, March 18, 1925.

GEO. B. HOLMES,
Trial Commissioner.
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ery-in-Chief.
W. M-. COFFIN, 

Commander-in-Chie f.II. H. HAMMER, 
National Secretary.

[

By the -Commander-in-Chief. 
(Seal)

REPORT OF NATIONAL CHAPLAIN.
Los Angeles, Cal., July 15, 1925.

Hon. William M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, 
U. S. A.

W Dear Commander:
I herewith submit report of National Chaplain, and in do- 
so, wish to again thank you for the very great honor en

trusted to me by yourself.
I feel as many an officer has felt after a year’s work, having 

fallen far short of my expectations. Yet, some things have 
been accomplished worthy of mention, and caused happiness to 
J^any comrades who have served their country under Old 
Glory.”

It has been a pleasure, as well as a fortunate opportunity, 
to work with my friend and co-worker, Mamie M. Deems, our 
Auxiliary National Chaplain.

AND IT IS ORDERED, That the name of said William 
Schumacher, Jr., be stricken from the rolls of said Major Leo 
Rassieur Camp No. 4 and from the rolls of said Missouri Divi
sion J and that this decision be entered in the records of said 
Camp and Division, as well as in the records of the Command-

AT THE WISCONSIN ENCAMBMENT.

In accordance with a telegram from the Commander-in- 
Chief, I left Chicago June 15th for Sheboygan, Wis., to act as 
Official Representative of the Commander-in-Chief in the En
campment of the Division of Wisconsin. I arrived that night 
in time to attend the Camp Fire where I spoke for him.

I also attended the Reception nnd Drill and Dance of the 
Sons of Veterans Auxiliary held later that evening. I was in 
attendance at the Encampment during the entire next day, and 
with the entire Encampment was privileged to attend a session 
of the Grand Army of the Republic Encampment, where Com
mander Donaldson made a most eloquent address.

We then all went to the Cemetery where a fine monument 
to the Unknown Dead was unveiled.

I was treated with the utmost courtesy while there, and 
found a fine bunch of men. I was very glad I had the privilege 
of attending their Encampment. I duly reported to the Com
mander-in-Chief on my return.

During the year I have been in receipt of general orders of 
practically every ’Division of the 'Order and nearly all the Allied 
Orders. This has been very interesting to me.

Fraternally,
GEO. B. HOLMES,

National Counselor.
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Past

Past Division

Past Divi-

Past Di-

PaSt Divi-

vision Commander, Wisconsin Division.
March 2, 1925—Frank 0. Peterson, Baltimore, 

sion Commander, Maryland Division.
April 6, 1925—Charles H. Bissell, Southington, 

sion Commander, Connecticut Division.
Yours in F., C. & D.;

FRANCIS C.

Sol- 
National 
d a per. 

him in his 
-1 Chaplain 

. and 
giving en- 

always de- 
' work 

j -was 
one, 

up the 
of our 

a piano in 
enter- The gift was accepted by the 

svav'-'^"’ r.» s'* ____j of the

up by. other

HAWTHORNE.
National cnap

FORTY-FOURTH 

. q.wteiie California, the largest NationalThere is at Sa' ‘ in the United States. The I 
diers and Sal'° rtnme is a member of our Order and 
Chaplain of tins Home privilege to assist L
sonal friend, and it has with our Auxiliary National 
services at the hoi • Orders, we have taken part in, 
and many inea\be'rvices on the Sabbath, as well as ' 
attended seveial ser th(j comradeS .were
tertainmcnts on v and w0 hope t0 keep the g00d ,
lighted to lia'° \ve pave our comrades with us. As there 
going as lpn=.as ' testant Chapel, and there was need of 
no piano in the chaplain of the Home, I took
at the suggestion of tne chapel with the
plan of placing camps in the Division, we placed r. 
AUXioiarnee1 ^presentation was made at a Christmas 

tainment we pub Governor and Comrades
Chief ’SUQSe0J!.’bin2. of this nature might be taken i;v Lj.umer 
Dhds%nsS°M there are National as well as State Soldiers Homes
in nearly every Division.

We note a serious falling off, in number of Camps report
ing, 120 less than last year and 198 less than year before. 
Brothers, brace up. As usual Alabama & Tennessee and Mary
land carry off the honors for 100% reporting. Michigan was 
first to report with only 36% reporting.

It is gratifying to report an increase in number of Ceme
teries covered and Flags placed. We regret to report “No Re
port” from Maine and Wisconsin, but hope to have report from 
these Divisions at Grand Rapids for the Proceedings.

The Commandery-in-Chief as well as the different Divisions 
mourn the loss of eight members during the past year. We ex
tend loving sympathy to the bereaved families. *

The following brothers have passed to their reward:
January 4, 1925—Paul Smyser, York, Pa. Past Division 

Commander, Pennsylvania Division.
January 3, 1925—Bradford S. Sheire, Spokane, Wash. 

Division Commander, Minnesota Division.
January 6, 1925—John M. Diven, Troy, N. Y.

Commander, New York Division.
February 3, 1925—David J. Snavely, Johnstown, 

sion Commander, Pennsylvania Division.
February 22, 1925—Job E. Hedges, New York. Past Division 

Commander, New York Division.
February 25, 1925—Ned Withers, Washburn, Wis.

past Divi-
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REPORT of national patriotic instructor.
the Officers and Members of the Forty-fourth 
Conimandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. 
First, let me say that I appreciate the honor 

me by Commander-in-Chief Coffin, in appointing 
patriotic Instructor for the year 1925. I  
with a due sense of its importance and its possibility ‘fv7 ’J- 
emplify^S tlie meaning of patriotism, especially of that part of 
our Country’s history from 1861 to 1865. I am sure that we all 
agree that there is a need for a better understanding of that 
period in American history and what it involves in making our 
Country great among the nations of the world.

There are some things connected with our work as an Organ
ization relating to the extension of patriotism that have been 
impressed on me the past year. May I take this occasion to 
mention them?

First: Blank Form No. 51 for the annual report of‘Division 
Patriotic Instructors, in my opinion, needs revision. Much of 
the information called for in these blanks is useless when ob
tained. What need, for instance, is there in asking if certain 
Holidays are observed in the respective states, when we all know 
that through the efforts of the Grand Army of the Republic laws 
have been passed in all the States compelling observance of 
these patriotic days by the children in the schools.

Only such questions should be asked in these reports, the 
answers to which can be intelligently compiled and put to some 
practical use for the Organization.

Another thing that has impressed me as Patriotic Instructor 
the past year is the apparent lack of interest in the Sons of 
Veterans Organization by that large group of Sons of Civil War 
soldiers and sailors unaffiliated with the organization. What 
can be done in the way of patriotic instruction to interest them?

I find that with many of them there is no lack of interest 
in historic and patriotic things, but when asked to affiliate with 
the organization so as to give it the benefit of their influence 
and interest, they do not respond to the suggestions. What is 
the matter? Why do they not come in? Is it because our pro
gram lacks sufficient appeal or is our leadership at fault, or is 
it because our objective is not well enough understood? These 
are the questions that arise in my mind.
. One answer given me has the charm of novelty, and while 
Jt is not convincing it does suggest a line of possible education. 
One affiliated Son told me that his reason for not joining the 
Sons of Veterans was that he did not desire to capitalize his 
other’s patriotism and service to the Country. Just as he 
^’oiild refuse to enter heaven on his father's record for piety.

Possibly a more independent and definite program nationally 
locally and certain education of the public along the lines 

ho),th*t Program, would tend to check the decrease in the num- 
Ai members in Camps and turn the current the othe • • 
0PJhe risk of seeming to go afield of what a Patriotic ‘ 
Avhtireport should be, may I suggest one or two lines> 
nr'* would well engage the attention ot the organization ai 
Pr°V1<le the basis for constructive, patriotic instruction?
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•While it is true that time to write history is after the Pvftn1 
have receded far enough to get a proper perspective, it is eque^ 
true that the proper time to collect the data is while the Perso„« 
who can provide it are still living. ersons

As a perpetual lesson in patriotism and history, why cnmi 
not the Sons of Veterans of America inaugurate a movement 
for the proper marking of the sites of all the recruiting can 
of the Civil War? In every county of the North and West tin 
are places where regiments were recruited and drilled 
places will acquire growing interest with the passing V1> Ln_ 
years, just as the historic places of the Revolution have done.

Will not an undertaking like this stimulate patriotism in 
the rising generation? Would not these markers and inscrin 
tions in bronze tell a never-ending story of the service and 
sacrifices of the fathers?

Recently I compiled a brief record of the first regiment to 
leave Rochester for the front in May, 1861. Because of loss of 
faculty or other disabilities not a single survivor of that old 
regiment was able to assist me in the slightest degree in the 
preparation of that history. This suggests that the work, if 
undertaken, must be done soon. Next year or the year after 
that, may be too late.

Another perpetual lesson in patriotism, it seems to me, 
would be the proper marking and recording of the graves of all 
Civil War Soldiers and Sailors. I believe some such record is 
now being made under Government auspices. But copies of 
these records, however they may be obtained, should be retained 
in the community in the keeping of some patriotic society, or 
town or city official.

This recommendation was made- by me in 1915, in my report 
as Division Patriotic Instructor to the National Patriotic In
structor.

In New York State an Act of the Legislature made it man
datory for the Superintendent of Cemeteries to keep accurate 
records of all veterans’ graves. In Rochester the Sons of Vet
erans decorate more than 4,000 soldiers’ graves each Memorial 
Day. Cemetery officials are able to report as to burials but there 
is nothing on record to show what war or wars these men serven 
in. Some day this information will be wanted. Whose tas 
is it to do and when is it to be done?

To check up and verify these records is a task 
engage the attention of the 'Sons of Veterans. The publicity

• would come from such an undertaking would be an imi 
factor in patriotic instruction to the country.

If it is left to the next generation to do this work, W1 
be more difficult to accomplish if not indeed, impossible.

A few days ago I had the privilege to accompany a 
of men and women representative of the 'Sons ana e yal- 
of the American Revolution on a trip through Gov-
ley. Our route followed that of the army of De No pn. 
ernor General of Canada, which came by boat aero c; 
tario on a punitive expedition to destroy the vi 
Senecas because of the latter’s friendliness to the ea^ers

Two very instructive addresses were given by SP
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Alabama and Tennessee
U. A. Burgess ..........

California and Pacific
W. M. Peak ..........................

Connecticut
•Stephen F. Degnan............

Illinois
L. IT. Boehm..........................

Indiana
George II. Padgett............

Iowa 
R. G. Bowen ....................

Kansas
,L. L. Merrifield...................

Maine
•Harry W. Wing................. .

Maryland 
Samuel M. Croft .............

Massach usetts
William E. Choate ..........

Michigan 
B. L. Snook ...................... ■

Minnesota
William A. Downs ............

Missouri
•William Schumacher ...

Nebraska
Fenton B. Fleming ..........

New Hampshire
Clarence G. Chase ............

New Jersey 
Samuel Sutton ...............

New York
Walter K. Bailey ..............

Ohio
J. W. Brown ........................

Oregon
Gail P. Dibel ........................

Pennsylvania
B- D. I-Iummelbaugh ....

Rhode Island i
Anton J. Verrill ................

Vermont
E. T. Griswold .....................

Washington
T. A. Randall ......................

Wisconsin
J. E. Waldron .....................

Names of Divisions and^ 
I Division Patriotic Instruct

ors making Reports.
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I Alabama and Tennessee 
U. A. Burgess ...............

California and Pacific 
W. M. Peak ........................

Connecticut 
iStephen F. Degnan.........

Illinois
L. H. Boehm..........................

Indiana 
George IT. Padgett..........

Iowa 
R. G. Bowen ....................

Kansas 
,L. D. Merrifield..................

Maine 
-Harry W. Wing................

Maryland 
Samuel M. Croft .............

Massachusetts 
William E. Choate ........

Michigan 
B. L. Snook ......................

Minnesota 
William A. Downs .........

Missouri
William Schumacher ....

Nebraska 
Fenton B. Fleming ........

New Hampshire 
Clarence G. Chase ........

New Jersey 
Samuel Sutton .................

New York
Walter K. Bailey ..............

Ohio
J. W. Brown .......................

Oregon
Gail P. Dibel .......................

Pennsylvania
D. D. Hummelbaugh ....

Rhode Island.
Anton J. Verrill ................

Vermont
E. T. Griswold ....................

Washington
T. A. Randall .....................

Wisconsin
J. E. Waldron .....................

CONSOLIDATED REPORT 
National Patriotic Instruct
or for year ending Dec. 31, 
1924.

' Names of Divisions and 
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Address:

•Respectfully submitted,
THEODORE C. CAZEAU, 

National Patriotic Instructor.

Division:
.Pennsylvania
.Pennsylvania
.Maine
..Pennsylvania

PAST COMMANDERS-lN-CHIEr, 
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

* and 
  a cor

rected Roster as shown by the history of the Organization,” 
your ’Committee report having investigated, performed* its duty 
and herewith present the Roster 
the historical features show, viz:

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON ROiSTER.
Grand Rapids, Michigan, ‘Sept. 1, 1925.

To the Commander-in-Chief, Officers and Members of the Forty
fourth Annual Encampment, Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of 
Veterans, U. S. A.

Brothers:
Pursuant to the action of the Forty-third Annual Encamp

ment of the Commandery-in-Chief, “to make investigation of 
the defects in the Roster of Past Commanders-in-Chief * * 
report to the next Commandery-in-Chief Encampment

the party but how meager the information, and how slight the 
data available 238 years after the event transpired! The lesson 
to me was—and I desire to pass it on to all Patriotic Instructors 
of the 'Sons of Veterans—that the time to secure information on 
the events and places that are sure to become historic, is as 
soon as possible after the event has taken place. This applies 
with peculiar force to the matter of marking and recording the 
graves of soldiers and sailors.

There are one or two other things in addition to those men
tioned above which I wish to suggest as a means of extending 
our patriotic work. I will not trespass on your patience to en
large on them,—briefly summarized they are:

That a memorial building to the Grand Army of the Re
public be erected in Washington as a perpetual lesson in patri
otism;

That the Commandery-in-Chief take measures to compile 
records of memorials erected to the memory of men and women 
participants in the Civil War, nature of such memorials, their 
cost and how financed;

That the Commandery-in-Chief co-operate with authorities 
in securing legislation making it mandatory for all Cemetery 
authorities to keep a complete record of all soldiers’ graves;

That the Commandery-in-Chief take steps to have points of 
interest relative to the Civil War, such as camp sites, etc., suit
ably marked.

Elected: Name:
1881 • Harry T. Rowley..
1882 •Harry T. Rowley..
1883 •Frank P. Merrill..
1884 * Harry W. 'Arnold.

as the records indicate and
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1

1893

1911
1912 Ralph M. Grant
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917

1922 Frank Shellhouse ...Indiana

1923 Samuel S. Horn

Sons of Veterans

1918
1919

1920
1921

1881 #*Alfred Cope
1882 #*Alfred Cope
1883 <>Edwin Earp
1884 #Edwin Earp

1907
1908

1894
1895

..Lyons, N. Y.
Richmond, Va.

Mich.
32 Central 

Mass.

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania
.Massachusetts..Lynn, Mass.
Massachusetts..Lynn, Mass.

josepn jo. Maccaue. v
Sq., East Boston,

•William E. Bundy...Ohio
William H. Russell. .Kansas... .La Crosse, Kan.

1S9G ‘James Lewis Rake. .Pennsylvania
1897 Charles K. Darling. .Massachusetts,

Boston, Mass.
1898 ‘Frank L. Shepard.. ..Illinois
1S99 *A. W. Jones............... Ohio
1900 •Edgar W. Alexander.Pennsylvania
1901 Edward R. Campbell.Maryland.......Clermont, Fla.
1902 •Frank Martin ........... Indiana
1903 ‘Arthur B. Spink.........Rhode Island
1904 ‘William G. Dustin. ..Illinois
1905 Harley V. Speelman ..Ohio, 1652 Hobart St., N. W.,

Washington, D. C.
1906 ‘Edwin M. Amies....... Pennsylvania

Ralph Sheldon ......... New York..
Edgar Allan, Jr......... Maryland...

1909 ‘George W. Pollitt.. ..New Jersey
1910 Fred E. Bolton .........Massachusetts,

City Hall, Boston, Mass.
Newton J. McGuire. .Indiana. 1001 People’s Bank 

....Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind.
Connecticut .... Sage-Allen 

Bldg., Hartford, Conn.
John E. Sautter ....Pennsylvania, 405 Hampton 

Ave., Wilkinsburg, Pa.
Charles F. Sherman..New York.........4 6 S. Fourth

Ave., Mount Vernon, N. Y.
A. E. B. Stephens.. .Ohio................Bodman Bldg.,

Cincinnati, Ohio
William T. Church. .Illinois.. 108 S. LaSalle St., 

Chicago, Hl.
Fred T. F. Johnson. .Maryland.........McGill Bldg.,

Washington, D. C.
Francis Callahan ... .Pennsylvania.... Yeadon, Pa.
Harry D. Sisson ....Massachusetts, 

Pittsfield, Mass.
Pelham A. Barrows. .Nebraska .... Lincoln, Neb.
Clifford Ireland ........Illinois......... Jefferson Bldg.,

Peoria, Ill.
........... Spink-Arms

Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind.
Pennsylvania. .P. O. Box 51. 

Easton, Pa.

1SS5 ‘Walter S. Payne........Ohio
1886 ‘Walter S. Payne........Ohio
1887 ‘George B. Abbott.. .Illinois
18S8 ‘George B. Abbott.. .Illinois
1889 ‘Charles F. Griffin.. ..Indiana
1890 ‘Leland J. Webb........ Kansas
1891 ‘Bartow S. Weeks....New York
1892 fMarvin E. Hall..........Michigan.. .Hillsdale,

Joseph B. Maccabe. ..Massachusetts.
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Wagner. ..Pennsylvania.... 122 Walnut 
'St., Philadelphia, Pa.

1SS4 3-Louis

Wagner...
The Post System

1SS9-90 OGeorge W. Marks.New York. .Brooklyn, N. Y. 
^♦George T. Brown.New York
Honor Conferred by Coinmandery-in-Chief

1SS3 *A. P. Davis Pennsylvania
1899 *R. M. J. Reed Pennsylvania

^Conferred by Commandery-in-Chief.
♦Deceased.
fNot a Member. 

PAST GRAND DIVISION COMMANDERS
Frank H. Challis.. 296 Manchester St., Manchester, N. H.
E. Howard Gilkey  Columbus, Ohio

IS84 J>Louis M. 1
1885 3>Louis M. Wagner
18S6 <fLouls M. ■"Y.ji.i..

REPORT OF ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE.
To the Commandery-in-Chief, ‘Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.
Brothers:

At the National Encampment held in Boston, A^ust 
1925, it was voted to continue national organization * »
turn over the same to Fred E. Upham, of Leominster, Mass. He 
was to have charge also of the sale of the org^°1 Droceeds of 
and printed matter, and make returns of the ne p 
sales to the National Secretary-Treasurer.

In the interest of organization work and the sa ® 0 - 
and printed matter, your committee has furnishe 
organization page in each issue of The f.aiLn®^ Yization 
to June inclusive, a printed page regarding & r1 c 
ods, a special letter to over 900 Camp Co^ann1?i®1ted‘“matter. 
hundred individual letters to those using oi 1 The

No special appropriation was made ; for receipts from
luhon provided, however, that such pai s *ould be used to 
sale of printed matter, as were necessaiy, . at tfoe 
^rry on the work, and balance should be tinned oier 
el°se of the year to the SecretJ' active campaign as

Your committee has conducted a la —
evidenced by the results. We have sold o\ei — - -

CONSTITUTIONAL LIFE MEMBERS
O. B. Brown  Dayton, Ohio
Charles A. Bookwaiter  Indianapolis, Ind.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. & L.,
LOUIS M. WAGNER, 

Past Commander-in-Chief.
J. B. MACCABE, 

Past Commander-in-Chief. ■
H. H. HAMMER, 

National Secretary-Treasurer.
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books, and several thousand copies of printed matter. we havo 
expended in the direction of organization -work and the sal* 
the printed matter, $256.57, and have received from salp-? 
$973 05 The balance has been turned over, together with an 
itemized account, to our Secretary-Treasurer. dn

It is impossible to say just how much value can be credited 
to the active and persistent work along the lines of National 
Organization work, for the past few years, but -when there has 
been a tendency to drop out of our organization as is evidenced 
by the fact that nearly twenty-five thousand members have been 
dropped since the close of the late -war, it is at least an 
question and something for careful consideration, whether 
continued aggressive work has had anything to do with the 
that -we have added to our membership in the same period, 
than twenty-five thousand members, showing a small net gain 

Respectfully submitted,
FRED E. UPHAM, 

Director of National Organization Work.

REPORT OF REGIONAL AIDE.

William M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A. 
Dear Commander:

You have suggested that I submit a report as Regional Aide. 
Outside of my own Camp’s activities, I have done nothing r 
thy of mention.

A number of the members of the Order, most of whom are 
members of Nebraska Camp No. 144, of Lincoln, have formed 
a luncheon and dinner club which they have named The Sixty- 
One Club, and complying with your suggestion that “a discus
sion of its organization might be one appropriate subject for a 
report,” I present the following statement.

Membership in the club is based on membership in good 
standing in our Order.

The object and purposes of the club, as set out in its con
stitution and declaration of principles are in brief:

1. A pledge of allegiance to the flag of our Country.
2. The promotion, advancement and welfare of the Order 

of -Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., in the city of Lincoln and state of 
Nebraska; to care for the Union soldier of the Civil War, his 
widow and orphan; and keep green the memory of those who 
fought for the preservation of the Union, and to’ inculcate the 
spirit of liberty and reverence for the constitution and goverii- 
men of the United ‘States of America.

3. Three kinds of membership are provided:
(a) The active membership, consisting of members of the 

Sons of Veterans in good standing as stated above.
(b) All members of the Grand Army of the Republic, re

siding within the State of Nebraska, are enrolled as honor* 
members upon request. p

(c) All persons affiliated with the Grand Army of the e 
public and ’Sons of Veterans through membership in any
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I am

Lincoln, Nebraska.

REPORT OF REGIONAL AIDE.

J

I 
t

encampment

Bay Village, Ohio, August 19, 1925.
To Wm. M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans.
From P. F. Yengling, Aide for Third Regional District.
Subject—Report.

Having been appointed, and accepted the position of Aide 
for the Third Regional District, I beg leave to report the follow
ing.

Upon the request of the Commander-in-Chief, the Com
manders of the several Divisions comprising this 'District -were 
called to conference at Chicago, III., on February -8, 19-a.

The meeting was held at the Sherman ?ToUS®’^nd^cs. ^7 
tended by the Commander, or his representative ot the Divisions 
°f Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, and Ohio.

Regrets were received from the Commanders of Alabama 
® Tennessee, and Indiana.

or auxiliary, whose membeiship is based on service to the mem
bers of the Grand Army of the Republic may become associate 
members on proper application and through acceptance by the 
club.

The idea of a luncheon club dedicated to patriotic purposes 
and principles is one that presents a strong appeal to men who 
believe in the principles upon which our Order is founded. 
This is the day of the luncheon and dinner clubs, as is indicated 
by the success of the Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis, Knife and Fork 
and similar organizations. None of these clubs present the 
powerful appeal along patriotic lines and reverence and respect 
for constitution government as does this club whose member
ship is composed of men whose forbears fought at the call of 
Abraham Lincoln and under the great Union leaders of the Civil 
War.

In soliciting membership for the club we have been able to 
■write the applications for membership in the Camp of a number 
of eligibles who have not heretofore been connected with the 
Order.

The membership fee of $10.00 affords ample funds to finance 
the club and makes it possible to do many things -which might 
be beyond the financial ability of the ordinary Camp, 
fully convinced that in the organization of such clubs is an 
opportunity for expanding the usefulness and patriotic work 
of our Order.

Expressing my appreciation of the confidence reposed in 
•me by you through appointment as Regional Aide and regretting 
that I have been unable to give more time to the work of the 
Order during the few months I have held this position, I am,

Fraternally yours,
FRANK P. CORRICK,

Regional Aide.
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The meeting was very harmonious, and I believe win 
much good for those attending.

Respectfully yours,
P. F. YENGLING, 

Regional Aide.

REPORT OF REGIONAL AIDE.
Omaha, Neb., August 19, 1925.

Hon Wm. ’M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans U 
S. A., 3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio.

My Dear Commander:
Complying with your request of the 17th asking for a report 

of my activities as Acting Regional Aide for the Fourth Region 
1 have the honor to report as follows:

That nearly all of my activities as such were put forth in 
an effort to bring about a meeting of all Division Commanders, 
and Special Aides, in the Region. This Region consists of five 
states, namely: Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, and Mis
souri.

Immediately upon assuming the duties of the office, and by 
direction of our Commander-in-Chief, I sent letters to all Com
manders and Aides, asking them to assemble at Omaha at any 
early date. The responses I received, or rather did not receive, 
were very discouraging.

Then began quite a lengthy correspondence reaching from 
the first week in January until about the 10th of April when it 
was finally decided to hold the meeting on the 18th day of April, 
1925, at 8 o’clock p. m. at the Rome Hotel, Omaha, Nebraska.

In the meanwhile notices were sent to all parties expected, 
of the positive fixing of the time and place of the meeting.

Our Commander-in-Chief arrived in Omaha on the morning 
of April 18 and in the evening at 8 o’clock he opened the meet
ing. There were present at this meeting, Brother F. M. Stull 
representing Iowa, and we had regrets from Minnesota, Kansas 
and Missouri. Nebraska was represented by Division Command
er Moses P. O’Brien, Acting Regional Aide; Past Division Com
mander Frank P. Corrick; Past Division Commander Frank 
Mills; Past Division Commander Dr. Johnson, and Fenton B. 
Fleming, ■ Patriotic Instructor of Lincoln; Past Division Com
mander Bert Morledge, Special Aide to Commander-in-Chief; 
Past Division Commander George Walz, and Past Division Com
mander Harry Rogers, of Fremont; Earl S. Lewis, Division Sec
retary-Treasurer; W. H. Hatteroth, Camp Commander No. 1. 
Omaha, and the following other brothers of Camp No. 1: John 
E. Himoe, John H. Berger, W. H. Fitcher, and Otto Neiderweiser.

A full discussion of the State of the Order, and the reason 
of its so-called “sickness,” including plans for its cure and com
plete restoration was had, and a tentative plan was agreed UP°°’ 
Commander-in-Chief Coffin agreed to put the same in form, ana 
forward it to all Divisions in time for consideration by tne 
Division Encampments.

While the Division of Nebraska was in Annual Encamp men
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Commander-in-Chief Coffin:

Before we go any further, the

qsseniblcd’ these plans and recommendations Were recejVe(| anci 
were immediately put before the Encampment, and wRhmi 
much discussion all of them were unanimously adopted. I do 
not incorporate these plans and recommendations here because 
! believe they will be fully treated of in the Commander-in- 
Chief’s report.

At this Regional Meeting our Commander-in-Chief took 
complete charge and presided in a masterful manner. During 
the course of the evening he delivered an exhaustive discourse 
on the dangers which threaten the permanency of the Country 
and the Constitution, calling especial attention to alien propa
ganda such as Anarchism, Sovcitism, disrespect for our Courts 
and the Constitution, and he was most emphatic in his denuncia
tion of Muzzey’s American History for the many omissions of 
real historical facts, as well as deliberate distortion of the truth 
in many instances, where to disregard the same would have 
brought greater shame to this so-called historian.

This meeting can be called a success, from more than one 
standpoint, for all who attended surely received inspiration for 
higher resolve to greater achievement. We were all very proud 
to have our Commander-in-Chief with us, and hope that he was 
not disappointed in the appearances of our little band.

On April 18th I asked Brother Coffin to relieve me from 
further duty as Regional Aide, and on April 30th he complied 
with my request, retaining me, however, on his staff as Special 
Aide, an honor which I prize very highly.

Regretting exceedingly that I will not be able to be in at
tendance at the Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in- 
Chief this year, and with my very best wishes, believe me.

Faithfully yours,
MOSES P. O’BRIEN,

Formerly Acting Regional Aide.

 _ . . The report of the Secretary- 
Treasurer, and other officers as printed, will be referred to the 
Committee on Officers’ Reports, there being no objections.

We have 'two greetings committees in waiting. Shall we ad
mit them in their turn?

Voices: Yes.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin:

Chair wishes to announce the following committees:
Officers’ Reports:

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell.
Division Commander Huston, Indiana.
Division Commander Weiler, Massachusetts.
Division Commander Buck, Illinois.
Division Commander Godcharles, Pennsylvania.

Constitution and Regulations:
Past Commander-in-Chief Sisson.
Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman.
Past Commander-in-Chief Shellhouse.
Past Division Commander Corrick, Nebraska.
'Past Commander-in-Chief Johnson.
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•Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman.
Past Commander-in-Chief 'Stephens.
Division Commander Kay wood, Michigan.
Past Division Commander W. L. Anderson, Massachusetto
Past Division Commander Joseph IM. James, Illinois '

Rituals and Ceremonies:
Past Commander-in-Chief ’Sheldon.
iPast Division Commander Charles P. -Hall, Rhode Island 
Past Division Commander Arthur J. Abbott, New York 
'Past Division Commander Wm. W. Jewett, Maine.
Division Commander Henry A. Goldsmith, Wisconsin

Fraternal Greetings:
Past Commander-in-Chief McGuire.
•Past Commander-in-Chief Horn.
Past Division Commander C. iS. Scott. California.
Past Division Commander Edwin C. Irelan, Maryland 
Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman.

The Press:
Past Division Commander A. S. Holbrook, Illinois.

Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens is made chairman of the 
committee to escort the greetings committees to the room.

Past Commander-in-Chief -Stephens: I take pleasure in pre
senting to you the greetings committee of the Sons of Veterans 
Auxiliary, Mrs. Bessie Bowser, Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Stephens.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: We are glad to have you with 
us, sisters. I think I should say more than that, because I 
think this Encampment owes you an official apology for having 
kept you waiting for more than forty minutes after the Com
mander-in-Chief officially fixed the time, and all of the others 
were here on the dot. The Commander-in-Chief was overruled. 
We would be very glad to listen now to greetings from the Sons 
of Veterans Auxiliary. (Applause).

Mrs. Bowser: Commander-in-Chief Coffin, and this Encamp
ment assembled: We are indeed glad of the opportunity to per
form this duty for our National President and to extend to you, 
Commander-in-Chief, and through you to this body of Sons of 
Veterans, the personal greetings of our National President and 
of our organization, over thirty thousand strong.

We grant to you this pardon you ask, and wish to assure 
you that your Auxiliary is always waiting for something to do 
for you. In fact we anticipate it, and when you told us to be 
here at 3:15, were here at 3:10. We were sorry afterwards we 
didn’t make it a little bit later as we might have enjoyed a little 
more of our convention; but it is all right and we are here to 
serve you and if you were getting along with your convention 
any better and accomplishing any more by our waiting outsia , 
we are very glad to be of assistance to you. (Applause).

We just came from our own convention Encampment when 
your committee had come with greetings. They told us 
much they thought of us and what it meant to them. An 
that you have more business to transact, we are going to 
our visit brief, and we are going to present to you this to 
adorn your table (presenting basket of flowers), and y ld 
pass the flowers along as you like. The boys thought i
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your wife

■5

Sister Anderson, of Massachu-

2 . I wonder if Brother Sherman, who seems to be taking it so 
seriously, cannot do fitting justice to the greetings we have re-

and esteem, and then to have your own mother-in-law do it, cer
tainly caps the climax. And then to have them wind up you 
know, with these sweet honeyed words from Massachusetts fills

be rather nice for you to take the basket home and let 
use it*

To you personally, Commander-in-Chief, we want to present 
this clock. We appieciate the courtesy you have extended to 
oUr National -President and the very great help you have been 
to our organization in advancing our cause wherever it was 
possible to do so.

We have counted on you all year as being a friend indeed 
to the ‘Sons of Veterans Auxiliary, and now we want you to take 
this home with you; this is not to give the boys, they have no 
share in it whatever; it is for you; and some quiet evening— 
we hope you will find a few of those next year—which we know 
you have not in the past year—you may spend a quiet evening 
at home and you may listen to that tick-tock, and it will mean 
to you “we love you.”

Will you please accept our greetings, and those of our Na
tional President. We are glad to be here, and thank you. (Ap
plause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The rest of these girls seem to 
want to hide their light in a bushel. The Encampment insists 
that you at least get up and show yourselves. Mrs. Congress
man 'Stephens—Sister Margaret; she is from Ohio. She is all 
right.

Mrs. Margaret 'Stephens, of Ohio: I had understood that the 
Commander-in-Chief had said that he did not want to hear any
thing from anybody but the chairman of the greetings commit
tee, and I do not want to spoil the arrangements, and we just 
carry the greetings of the Encampment and the Ohio Division. 
(Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: 
setts.

Mrs. Margaret Anderson, of Massachusetts: Commander-in- 
Chief, and Members of this Encampment. I am also proud to 
be with you. 1 consider it a privilege and an honor to come to 
the National Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, and 
I bring to you, Will Coffin, whom we love in our Division, the 
greetings of Massachusetts as well as the National Organization 
which is meeting at the present time, and we wish for you a 
most harmonious Encampment. May you increase your mem
bers and carry on the good work which you have been doing. 
(Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: It is rather difficult to respond 
to this. I recognize that this was brought to me, not to me per
sonally, but because I represent the Sons of Veterans. I am in
formed that this beautiful time piece shall in the days that are 
to come remind me of the fact that I am getting older and older, 
ft is a peculiar sensation to be thus personally greeted. Of 
course it is a new one for me. I have never been Commander- 
in-Chief before, and to have these tangible expressions of love

Jainly caps the climax, 
sweet 

my cup to overflowing.
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reived. I hope he will even distinguish between the person., 
and the official greetings. nal

Past Cominander-in-Chief Sherman: Commander-in-Chi r 
and the fine looking delegation representing the Sons cf ” ’
ans Auxiliary; words of mine at this time would be but silv'm. 
while the words of our Commander-in-chief must of necessity 
be golden.

I would that I could give utterance in fitting words to an 
expression, but there are moments in the life of a man which 
cannot be expressed in words, and .1 expect that our Commander 
in-Chief will not have during this entire Encampment anythin? 
which will bring to him a greater thrill than to receive the dele 
gation from our own Auxiliary, accompanied as it is, with 
tangible expression of the loving affection which the Auxiliary 
bears to the Sons of Veterans and to William M. Coffin, its Chief 
Executive and Standard Bearer for the past year.

The flowers, beautiful as they are, must of necessity wither 
and fade, though the sweet incense which accompanies them 
will remain with our Commander-in-Chief for long. But this 
which marks the passage of time, 1 am sure will be to him one 
of the fondest which in the years that are to come as he takes 
his place among the small group or coterie of “has beens” and 
realizes that he is only a Past Commander-In-Chief after all, 
with the small consolation -which may come from that thought,’ 
yet after his busy day's work is done, and he to his home shall 
hie to be greeted by his helpmate, the daughter of her who so 
graciously presented to him this token, and as it delivers its 
message hour after hour and day after day, it will be an accu
mulative gift, and each recording chime as it chimes hours, half 
hours and quarter hours, it will intensify that love and devotion 
which the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary spare not toward its father 
organization.

It was my privilige to be intimately associated eleven years 
ago with Sister Bowser, and I am glad that her interest has 
continued throughout the years since she served as National 
President, and I am inclined to think that perhaps she has con
tributed nothing more valuable to our organization, or the Sons 
of Veterans, than perhaps to have been of some slight or silent 
assistance in having her beloved son-in-law occupy the position 
of Commander-in-Chief of the 'Sons of Veterans; and I am sure 
she would deny that she had anything to do with it after all, 
but maybe she did, after you look at the sweet wife. You know 
you just expose some of these fellows to the women and they 
will do anything. There may be suggestion in this only to some 
who have aspirations in their heart. But we have much to be 
grateful for to the iSons of Veterans Auxiliary.

If the relation which now exists would be intensified and 
continued we realize that we have a work to do, and it will be 
our constant and increasing endeavor so to do it that we shal 
ever measure up to the responsibility that would be thrust upon 
us, and we will not be satisfied with what has occupied time 
and attention in the past, but we shall look forward to ne 
fields of endeavor, and we shall endeavor to attain even a 
advanced position, and endeavor to be evangelists of Patrl° 
endeavor, realizing that patriotism is a thing that our council 
asks of us.



175

towards its own Auxiliary. We are most happy to have
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Convey to your organization our sincerest and most cordial 
thanks for this evidence of your interest in our affairs, and 
may the God of Nations prosper your organization even in 
greater measure than in the past, and if in the progress of events 
it is to be that the child or even the wife shall be greater than 
the father or the husband, may that be your portion, and we

Past Division Commander C. S. Scott, of California: Com
mander-in-Chief, I take pleasure in presenting to you Past Na
tional President Clara G. Yengling, of Ohio, Past Department 
President Jennie Edwards, of Pennsylvania, and Past Depart
ment President Miss Riley, of Illinois, greetings committee from 
the Daughters of Veterans. And on behalf of the committee to 
the Daughters of Veterans, I bring you in return greetings from 
National President Mrs. Maybelle Plymire of California wishing 
you a successful and pleasant convention.

Commander-in-Chief: We are most happy to greet you.
Mrs. Clara G. Yengling: Mr. Commander-in-Chief, I bring 

you greetings from the Daughters of Veterans, and permit me 
to present you with this token. (Presenting flowers).

Commander-in-Chief: Are these for me or for the boys 
through me?

'Mrs. Clara G. Yengling: 
your wife and whole family, 
you want to.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: There is nothing sweeter than 
the language of the flowers, and we appreciate the sentiment 
they bring to us from the Daughters of Veterans. Now haying 
brought your message with this little personal tinge to it, I 
wonder if you have something else to say.

Mrs. Clara G. Yengling: Yes. T deem it a great pleasure 
and an honor to be delegated by our National President to bring 
greetings from the National Alliance Daughters of Veterans to 
the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., assembled here in convention.

It is something that particularly appeals to me because this 
year Brother Coffin is from Ohio, and I want to say to you that 
1 am proud of what he has done for you this year, and there is 
nothing like shouting for your own, so we have been shouting 
f°r Brother Coffin all year in Ohio, and I know he has made 
good. (Applause).

And I want to say to you, Brothers, that there is not any-

I am sure, sisters, that Brother 
Sherman has well portrayed the sentiment of the Sons of Vet
erans towards its own Auxiliary. We are most happy to have 
you with us.

I will ask you if you wish to stay here now and go with us 
We want to go to that service, but 

have another committee in waiting, and if you will remain, 
will be glad to have you do so.
The committee will escort the greetings committee to seats, 

and present them, in my name, with the badge of our Order.
GREETINGS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS.

will be only too glad to rejoice with you at the success you have 
attained. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin:
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has ever had, and we hope for you, Commander-in-Chief, a most 
succesful convention at the close of a successful year, and we 
hope your successor will have just a little bit more success than

the flowery words of our good Brother Sherman, it is kind of 
hard to express the love and affection that the Commandery-m- 
Chief would have for the Daughters of Veterans, especially when 
our Auxiliary is sitting here listening.

you have had. (Applause).
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I am sure 

very kind words of greetings brought to us

spond.
Past Division Commander 'Fred J. Phillips, of Illinois: After

we appreciate the 
w „ _ by the sisters, 

wonder if Brother Phillips of Illinois would not be glad to

Pennsyl- 
 . ..  .  are under instructions 

from our President to act as an escort for Sister Yengling and 
we are under her wings. But we do bring greetings to our 
brothers from our sisters, and we wish for them the most suc
cess ever, and the best convention that your National Convention

HE S1 '
says we want to see action, and not mere words, and if Vo„ 
brothers have anything to put over in this grand old country 
cf ours, get busy and let us help you.

We have a vote now too, and we are just as strong as you 
are; and we are all united, and it is our great desire to see 
some of you boys come out aud stand to the fiont and represent 
our country. We need you. You only have a few in your ranks 
who are now sitting in Congress. 'Why not have some more9 
Why not think about it for your own boys that are coming up9 
Are* you doing something for yourselves along these lines Are 
you looking out to make them real citizens? Are you looking 
out for the future?

Those are the things you want to take home. And as time 
goes on, I hope these organizations will go hand in hand and 
we will show these people all over the United States that these 
meetings are not for nothing, but we accomplish something when 
we come here. So, as I say to you, let us all be serious about 
the things that we are called upon to do, and go back into the 
several states and carry the message home and try to make good 
to those who are waiting to hear from you when you do come 
home.

Make this convention something worth while to yourselves 
and then -we will feel that we have accomplished what we came 
here for. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief: We are very glad to receive the mes
sage you bring to us, Sister Yengling, and we would be very 
glad to listen to Sister Riley of Illinois.

Past Department President Miss Riley, of Illinois: 
much as we ladies were sent as a chaperon for Sister Yengling 
we have delegated her to speak for us.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Aren’t they 
rather old-fashioned, 
for themselves.

Past Department President Jennie Edwards, of 
vania: Just as Sister Riley has said, we
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You know we always have a soft spot in our heart for the

I1 S 
are always ready and willing to do anything they can to 

nerpetuate the memory of their fathers. They are willing to 
work with the Sons and do what they can to promote this work, 
especially on -Memorial Day.

I know that our good gii Is from Illinois are helping us 
nobly in this work, and on behalf of this Encampment I desire 
to thank the girls for their work and their greetings.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Sisters we would be glad to 
have you stay -with us.

Past Department President Clara G. Yengling: Commander
in-Chief, we would just love to stay, but we have got to get 
back and get busy.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Take with you then this sym
bol of our unity. (Presenting Encampment badges).

(Whereupon the greetings committee from the Daughters 
of Veterans was escorted from the room by a committee com
posed of Brothers Scott, Bowley and Cressey).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin:
from the -Ladies of the G. A. R. in waiting.

There is a greetings committee 
The Chair will ap

point Brothers 'Stephens and Irelan a committee to escort the 
greetings committee from the Ladies of the G. A. R. to this sta
tion.

While we are waiting for this committee, if there are any 
resolutions to be presented to the Resolutions Committee, please 
present them to the ‘National Secretary so that they will be 
ready tomorrow. And unless there is objection the resolutions 
on the Secretary’s desk will be referred to the Resolutions Com
mittee without reading. There is no objection, and it is so 
ordered.
GREETINGS FROM THE LADIES OF THE GRAND ARMY OF 

THE REPUBLIC.
Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens: Commander-in-Chief, 

these are the ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 1 
take pleasure in presenting to you Sister Mary E. Tarbox of 
Maine, and Sister Marybel Ross of Chicago, who bring greetings.

Commander-in-Chief: Sisters, we are glad to have you here.
Mrs. Mary E. Tarbox, of Maine: Commander-in-Chief and 

Brothers of this grand Encampment. I do bring to you greet
ings most cordially, heartily and sincerely. We can call you 
brothers. I am a daughter. We are brothers and sisters and 
upon us falls one of the greatest pieces of history-making in this 
country. We are all doing it every year. We need your co
operation and help.

With the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic I have 
teen affiliated a great many years, and while I am also a mem- 
ter of a Tent o£ the Daughters of Veterans, I love them dearly, 

rcmain with the Ladies of the Grand Army
Pubhc as long as any of them are living to keep our oiganiza- 
l*on alive.

They need the help of the brothers. We are looking to you
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teach patriotism all the time. We know what it means to 
carry on this work as well as you do. I see faces here ' 
have met in the New England States, like myself, going 
all the time. True patriotism is the foundation upon which to 
build character. We realize that aside from teaching the chil 
dren in the public schools what their fathers and grandfathers 
did the particular thing to teach them is the love of God, of the 
flag and of the beautiful country that we live in. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I am sure we appreciate most 
keenly the greetings that you bring to us. Take back to the 
President of your organization the assurance that we will stand 
with you united in all that makes for the good of our common 
country.

Mrs. Marybel Ross, of Chicago: This is my first appearance 
among you, and I can assure you that it is one of the greatest 
pleasures that I have enjoyed while attending National Encamp
ments.

When you speak of the Ladies of the Grand Army of the
Republic you naturally think of the mothers, the older organiza
tion. We have with us a great many that have gone through 
the Civil War with their soldier husband that was left.

We of the younger generation are coming up to perpetuate 
the memory of our fathers, our grandfathers, and to help our 
mothers carry on this work.

We appreciate the 'Sons of Veterans, we appreciate your 
help, your co-operation, ‘for without the united help of all the 
allied organizations we could do little. But we are a tremendous 
force when we are united, and I hope the time will never come 
when we will be anything but united.

I -want to thank you again for this privilege and I hope for 
you a most glorious, harmonious and prosperous Encampment, 
and may your numbers increase until you will be as glorious an 
army as your fathers were before you. I thank you. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I will ask Past Division Com
mander Irelan, of (Maryland, to say a few words in response to 
these greetings.

Past Division Commander Irelan, of Maryland: We sons 
of Noble Sires say to you, and through you to your Order, that 
we sincerely appreciate your bringing to us 
your organization.

Organizations such as yours and our own are united for one 
grand and glorious purpose, that of showing to this Nation that 
great debt of gratitude which we owe to the men of ’61 to ’65 
who wore the blue to perpetuate the flag and its dignity.

We appreciate your presence with us. We say to you that 
we are glad you have come to us with greetings such as you 
have brought because they are an expression to us of confidence, 
and shall ever be an inspiration to us, and when we return to 
our individual Divisions and Camps we can inculcate into the 
minds of the members of our Order the great principles for 
which you stand, and which are parallel to our own.

May we say to you, in deep appreciation of your visit that 
we are organized to maintain the dignity of the flag, and to see 
that this country shall ever be united in a permanent tribute
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-• fathers who saved it from the hands of traitors from ’61 
’65.

I hope when you return to your organization that you will 
say to them that we feel that we have been highly honored in 
having your presence here this afternoon. I thank you. (Ap
plause).

Conimander-in-Chief Coffin: We would be glad to have you 
remain with us, if you care to do it. And I present to you this 
badge of our Encampment as a symbol of the unity of our organi
zations. (Presenting badges).

Mrs. Mary E. Tarbox, of Maine: We would be glad of the 
privilege, but we have other business to transact which will re
quire our attention.

(Whereupon the Greetings Committee from the Ladies of 
the Grand Army of the Republic were escorted from the room 
by the committee).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The Encampment will be in 
recess until tomorrow afternoon, because there will be no session 
in the morning. I will ask you to be here tomorrow afternoon 
at 2 o’clock because there will be something worth while.

(Thereupon the Encampment recessed until Wednesday 
afternoon; but the members proceeded in a body to the Joint 
Memorial Service with the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary).



JOINT MEMORIAL SERVICE

I will read from

than conquerors,

National Chaplain Francis C. Hawthorne:

Elks’ Hall, Tuesday, September 1, 1925.
4 o’clock p. in.

National Chaplain Mrs. (Mamie M. Deems, and National
Chaplain Francis C. Hawthorne, presiding.

National Chaplain Mrs. Mamie M. Deems: 
the VIII Chapter of Romans:

“For by hope *we are saved; but hope that is seen is not 
hope; for who hopeth for that which he seeth? But if we hope
for that which we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. 

“And in like manner the Spirit also helpeth our infirmity;
for we know not how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit himself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered; and he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God. And we know that to them that 
love God all things work together for good, even to them that 
are called according to his purpose. For whom he foreknew, he 
also foreordained to be conformed to the image of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many brethren; and whom he 
foreordained, them he also called; and whom he called, them he 
also justified; and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 
who is against us? He that spared not his own Son, but de
livered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him freely 
give us all things? Who shall lay anything to the charge of 
God’s elect? It is God that justifieth; who is he that shall con
demn? It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised 
from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us.

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword?

“As it is written, for thy sake we are killed all the day long, 
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

“Nay in all these things we are more 
through him that loved us.

“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor an
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is i 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Almighty God,
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r Heavenly Father, we thank Thee that Thou should permit 
° many of us t0 meet together in this Memorial Service.

And Heavenly Father, as we look back over the past years, 
nfi especially the last year, and see the results, we are thankful 

to Thee for what Thou hast done for us.
And Heavenly Father, while we have many of the same 

faces with us that were with us the past year, yet we know, as 
we go from year to year, Thou hast called many of our sisters 
nd brothers to their reward, and this year we have lost in our 

ranks many members, many members of the National organiza
tion.

And Heavenly Father, we pray as we attend this service to
day that we may think of what we are doing, and think of the 
need we have of Thy help at all times; and may we realize that 
before another year many of us may have memorial services 
held in our membership, and may we at all times remember 
this country in which we live and have our being.

We look to Thee for help and strength for the Grand Army 
of the Republic which has done so much for this Nation, and 
outside of Jesus Christ we believe that the Grand Army of the 
Republic is the greatest organization on earth today; and 
Heavenly Father wilt Thou bless them, each one, in their de
clining years, and help us to help them.

We know there is much to do in this line of work, and we 
pray that Thou wilt be with us in our efforts and undertakings.

Bless the President, and all those under him, and those in 
authority.

We know there is much to do in this time of uneasiness in 
this country, and may we by Thy help be able to do much. iMay 
each one of these allied organizations of the Grand Army of the 
Republic do much to better our country; and Heavenly Father, 
as we go from this Encampment may we not think there is 
nothing to do, but may we go home and work in our own Tents 
and Auxiliaries more and more to get results to help our country.

Now as we look to Thee, Heavenly Father, we pray that 
Thou wilt be with us, every one in fact, and guide and direct 
each one, and when we have served Thy wise purpose on earth, 
take us to a better land. All we ask is that we may have the 
blessing of Him who taught us to pray:

“Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; -Lead us not into tempta
tion, but deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.’’

National Chaplain Hawthorne: The California & Pacific 
Division has lost three members: Hannah Brainard, Past Na
tional Instituting and Installing Officer, and Past Division Presi
dent; Elizabeth Thompson, Past ‘Division Vice President and 
Secretary; and Elizabeth Kiser, Past Division President.

Cora Dunister: Bister Brainard came to us from Minne
apolis, Minnesota; she was an honored member, always willing 
and ready to serve. I place these flowers in honor of Sister 
Brainard.
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Nina Wilson: iSister Elizabeth Thompson was a Past Divi 
sioi/vice President and Secretary of the California & Pacific 
Division, a cherished member and faithful woiker. I place these 
flowers in honor of Sister Thompson.

Lillian Harris: Sister Elizabeth Kiser was our second Divi 
sion President of California. We were real proud of her, and 
we mourn her loss. I place these flowers in honor of Sister Kiser>

National Chaplain Hawthorne: The Connecticut Division 
lost one member, Evelyn Crane.

May Bassett: The ranks of the Connecticut Division 
been broken several times, but it was not until this past 
that the ranks of the Division Presidents were broken, 
latter ]-------- \ J, I ”
and faithful member of the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary, 
to her reward. I . ’ " ’
departed sister.

National Chaplain Hawthorne: The New Jersey Division 
mourns the loss of two members, Cecelia Zimmermacher and 
Charlotte Layton.

Martha Naylor: Sister Zimmermacher was Past Division 
President of New Jersey, a most devoted worker and beloved 
member. I place these flowers in loving rememberance of Sister 
Zimmermacher.

Ruth Gray: Sister Layton was a loyal member, and Past 
Division officer. I place these flowers in loving memory of Sister 
Layton.

National Chaplain Hawthorne: The Ohio Division suffered 
the loss of one Past Division President, Jane Conklin.

Edna Bergwitz: Last November our Auxiliary was asked to 
give up one of its best workers. It was my privilege for years 
to work with Jane Conklin. She was one of our best workers. 
She was always thinking of other people. 'Sometimes I would 
hear criticism of the work, but she would always say, ’’You don’t 
know just the reason. It is all right, I am sure.” She was one 
of our best Division Presidents. We miss Sister Conklin at this 
Encampment, because in the past she was always with us at the 
Encampment, and we feel that we have lost one of our best mem
bers. I place flowers in loving memory.

National Chaplain Hawthorne: The 'Sons of Veterans Aux
iliary as an organization lost during the past year 301 loyal 
members, including the seven (7) for whom we have had service.

The Sons of Veterans lost 404 members during the past year.
To the families of all these members we extend our loving 

sympathy. We will miss them in the ranks, but our Father 
above had use for them, and he has called them for a higher and 
better work. Let us each one strive to so live that when we 
are called to our reward we may meet our sisters and brothers 
in a better land. Brother Huston will sing a solo.

(Solo by Brother Huston, of Indiana).
National Chaplain Hawthorne: The 'Sons of Veterans have 

lost eight (8) members of the Commandery-in-Chief. p 
Smyser, was a Past Division Commander of the Pennsyiv 
Division; David J. Snavely, a Past Division Commander ot mu
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Pennsylvania Division. Will the Division 
sylvania please speak for these brothers.

Division Commandei Fiederic A. Godcharles of Pennsyl
vania: Very early in the Holy Writ we are taught that the in
ception of memorial day came from those who fought in war. 
When the soldieis oi the eailiest day marched to meet their 
adversary each soldier carried in his hand a stone, and as he 
was about to engage in moi tai combat, as they passed a certain 
point each of the stones were piled. Those who survived the 
strife returned as conquerors, and each marched to the pile and 
therefrom took his individual stone. Those who had made the 
supreme sacrifice, their stones remained as a monument, not 
only to the conflict which had there taken place, but they re
mained as a memorial to those who then and there made’that 
sacrifice. It is quite possible therefore that our cutsom of meet
ing for the purpose of eulogizing those who have made the sacri
fice for us may have arisen from this old custom.

I for one believe that the best eulogy one of our dear friends 
can leave behind him or her is the work they perform when 
here. In that connection I say with a deep sense of knowledge 
of what I am speaking, that the Pennsylvania Division of the 
Sons of Veterans during the past year lost two whose stones in 
that monument pile are conspicuous in the history of our organi
zation in the Keystone State.

I do know that Dave Snavely and Paul Smyser were unusual 
men. I know I considered them so. I knew them for almost 
two score years, and in that time as members of our organiza
tion. I never knew a moment of their lives that their first love, 
outside of their home, was not for the Sons of Veterans, and the 
fact that each of them represented Camps which were not only 
large, but influential in their community, speaks for the service 
that they rendered.

Both of these brothers served long, faithfully and well. We 
mourn them in the Pennsylvania Division, and their places arc 
hard to fill. Their love was first and always for the Pennsyl
vania Division of the Sons of Veterans, and in the death of 
these two Past Division Commanders we are filled with grief, 
and we will hold them in loving remembrance as long as any 
of us live who knew these brothers.

National Chaplain Hawthorne: Bradford S. Sheire, of 
Spokane, Washington, Past Division Commander of the Minne
sota Division, passed away on January 3, 1925. Will Division 
Commander Smith, of -Minnesota, please speak for him.

Division Commander Eugene B. Smith, of 'Minnesota: 
Brother Sheire at one time belonged to the Division of Minne
sota, but to an outside Camp and I knew very little of him, only 
as all Sons of Veterans are judged the same, as good, loyal and 
loving people; they all perform their duty well; and he always 
cul what he was asked to do, and on Memorial Day he was 
always on duty. This brother moved to Washington about a 
Year ago. but was still in good standing in our Camp, and we 
?oss*eSS deepest sympathy to his relatives, who mourn his

^ational Chaplain Hawthorne: The New York Division 
suffered the loss of two Past Division Commanders, John M. 
Ulven, of Troy, New York; and Job E. Hedges, New York.



FORTY-FOXJRTri184

Order of the Sons ofvaliant

J. w U* Ml A V , 11 lu V vlk-V Vv CIO CV1 w CKj & 1 -

Camp for that degree of loyalty for which the principles ot tn ~
Order for which he served, and for which our service was
tended.

National Chaplain 'Hawthorne: On March 2, 1925, Frank 0. 
Peterson, of Baltimore, Past Division Commander of Maryland, 
passed away. Brother Irelan will speak for him.

Past Division Commander Edwin C. Irelan. of Maryland: 
Today we bring in loving remembrance a few words of tribute 
or eulogy to him of our Division who when but twenty-two years 
of age assumed the reins of that Division and for thirty-two 
years rendered valiant service to the Order of the Sons of 
Veterans.

Brother Peterson in the full bloom of life was met by the 
grim reaper and he was lost into eternity.

He was always swift to answer the call of the Grand Anny 
of the Republic; his voice was always raised to those of his

in

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: You will remember 
the lines of that majestic poem: JLord God of Hosts, Be with us 
yet, lest we forget; lest we forget.

This afternoon there is placed upon this cross of memory 
a call to our mind of the faithful brothers of our organizations 
with whom we have been wont to work in the years that are 
gone It is a beautiful custom, I am sure, to recall to our mind 
those of our faithful brothers, but I would have you believe 
this service in memory of those of our beloved brothers is a 
triumphal one, because death which is so often accompanied by 
the silent and softened voice, is only the vestibule to a larger 
and better experience, and I am sure this afternoon there are 
many here who share with me the thought that from the 
heavenly realm above those of our sainted memory look down 
upon this hour and rejoice that their names are not forgotten, 
nor the service that they rendered unappreciated.

John M. Diven of Troy, New York, served in that Division 
as Commander during 1897 to ’98. He was strong and virile and 
his name will be remembered in that state because a Camp of 
the Sons of Veterans bears his name, a constant memory to the 
service that he rendered.

Job E. Hedges was without exception the most distinguished 
member of the New York Division, serving as Commander of 
the old Post system in the very infancy of our Order, and after
wards a member of Camp Number 140 of New York City. He 
was distinguished in his civic life, being called to public life as 
the secretary of Mayor Strawn, of New York, and afterwards 
appointed a city magistrate, and he was considered efficiently 
able to be the standard bearer of one of the major parties of 
the State of New York for Governor. And when called upon to 
fill a position of great responsibility as the receiver of the sur
face lines of New York City, it was in that position that he 
rendered a very conspicuous service to the community in which 
he lived.

These two men made a record of which we may all well be 
proud, and we ourselves pause a moment in our busy life to pay 
tribute to their character, and I can assure you that in their 
departure hence the Sons of Veterans of the State of New York 
have suffered an irreparable loss.

National Chaplain Hawthorne:
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In the departure of Brother Peterson to his everlasting re- 
vard we James A. Garfield Camp, of which he was a member 
mourn his loss. But he has left to us a great example of fidelity 
* trust, a deep appreciation of the heritage left him by his 
father, and today as we consider this worthy son of a loyal sire, 
a devoted brother and membei of the iSons of Veterans, a ready 
talker for the Auxiliary, we say with you his memory shall live 
Derpetually because of the service he rendered to his Camp,- to 
the Division, and on all occasions to the Commandery-in-Chief.

May he sleep in peace. May his memory be revered, and 
the love he engendeied with his brethren live on perpetually 
until we shall meet him in the great beyond and then be able 
to more emphatically communicate to him the results obtained 
from his labors.

National Chaplain Hawthorne: Charles H. -Bissell, of South
ington, Connecticut, Past Division Commander of Connecticut, 
died on April 6, 1925.

May Bassett: If none of the brothers of the -Sons of Vet
erans of the Connecticut Division are here, I will speak for 
Brother Bissell. Brother Bissell was a steady worker whose 
action was not so swift as some of the others, but he was always 
there, and he was one of the most loyal workers that Connecti
cut ever had. I had pleasure -working with him when he was 
Division Commander and I was Division President. His home 
life was strong and true and he was one of the greatest Christian 
workers in his community.

National Chaplain Hawthorne: Our National Chaplain of 
the Auxiliary will speak a few words in honor of the memory 
of the Grand Army of the Republic.

National Chaplain, iSons of Veterans Auxiliary, Mrs. Mamie 
M. Deems: I hardly feel that I can say anything good enough 
for the Grand Army of the Republic. Lest we forget; lest we 
forget! Let us all stand with bowed heads in honor of those 
soldiers of ours, those fathers of ours who saved our nation and 
preserved our flag. Let us stand and give thanks while our Na
tional Patriotic Instructor closes this beautiful service.

Past Division 'Commander W. R. Graves, of Wisconsin: Be
fore you close I desire to call your attention to the fact that 
you have overlooked Past Division Commander Ned Withers, of 
Wisconsin.

National Chaplain Hawthorne: I beg your pardon. Will 
one of the members of the Wisconsin Division speak for Brother 
withers.

■r Bivision Commander W. R. Graves, of Wisconsin: 
frother Withers was Past Division Commander of Wisconsin.

e was for many years a regular attendant upon our Division 
inrt1?12nients aud attended several sessions of the Commandery- 
Sief- In 191? was elected Senior Vice Division Com- 
raander and re-elected the following year. In 1919 he was elected 
hnn?10n Commander of the Wisconsin Division and served with

5. to himself for one year.
Be passed from this life on -February 25, 1925. Those of 

i /0 were associated with him in the work in our Division 
1 ®ver remember him. I would ask you to think of him this
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 ... _____ If so, I would be
glad if any of the brothers will make report concerning them.

There is a comrade here, Charles H. Stocking, who wishes 
to sing a solo for us.

(Whereupon Charles H. Stocking sang a solo, after which 
the audience joined in singing “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 
and the meeting adjourned, at 6 p. m.)

Brother McMurtrie, of Michigan. May I speak for one of 
nur Past Division Commanders from Michigan who has been 
overlooked. I never come to a Memorial Exercise without I 
feel the responsibility connected with it. And it seems to be an 
added responsibility of the last year in particular. We go into 
eternity and are forgotten, but I am glad of the Memorial Exer
cises because we learn to know more of those whom we have 
loved and have recalled to our minds those of our faithful mem
bers who have rendered service, and I would not feel that this 
service this afternoon was complete unless some expression was 
given by-way of eulogy to Carl M. Wagner, of Port Huron, Michi
gan. This brother was active during the Spanish-American 
War, actively engaged in organizing a company that went to the 
front, and came back and has been active in the Michigan Divi
sion, in spite of his other responsibility. He was an active 
jurist; American statesman as we call him here, a loving brother 
and a friend, and I am asking that the name of Carl M. Wagner 
may be recorded in our proceedings..

National Chaplain Hawthorne: Brother Holbrook just tells 
me that Past Division Commander C. H. Behnke of Missouri has 
passed away.

Past Division Commander William C. Schneider, of Mis
souri: We have lost a member who was one of the original 
charter members of the first Camp that was ever organized in 
the state of Missouri. Brother Behnke was a long and a very 
active member. As one of the past Division officers, I came in 
personal contact with him often. He was an ardent member 
and however he may have erred he is now resting, and may his 
soul rest in peace and all the past be forever forgotten.

National Chaplain Hawthorne: I am sorry we did not have 
a report of these other brothers to include in my report here. 
There may be others that I do not know of. If so, I would be
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changed schedule did not secure it.

Societies, and they

resolution concerning the past rank of Thomas A.

for you yesterday is

' thanks
talk before this

Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
Vocational School Auditorium, 

Grand Rapids, 'Michigan.
2 p. m., ’September 2, 1925.

The Encampment was opened in due and regular form, the 
Commander-in-Chief, William M. Coffin, presiding.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Brother Lowe of Ohio asked 
the privilege of the floor yesterday afternoon, but through a 

‘ . Does he wish it now?

Miley.
All of these are laid on the 'Secretary’s desk for reference 

0 Proper committees, without objection.
of n^Tat’onal Secretary Hammer:
mu i Committee on Credentials.rolled at this time.
Uni Commander-iiPCliief Coffin: You have heard this report. 
<>Jess there is objection the 210 so reported are seated as dele-

—> convention.
of music which was sung

» on Resolutions.

PRESENTATION OF THE GAVEL.
Delegate E. M. Lowe, of Ohio: On behalf of a comrade of 

the Grand Army of the Republic and a Son of a Veteran, and a 
prisoner of war for fourteen months in Andersonville Prison, 
J. K. P. Farrell, 51st Ohio Volunteer Infantry, member of Camp 
110, Ohio Division, I desire to present to you this gavel made 
from one of the original pilings of that prison. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Brother Lowe, it is needless 
for me to tell you the- sentiment which this holds for me. I 
thank you, and ask you to take to this good comrade my keenest 
appreciation. It will aid me to remember, if indeed I need any 
reminder, of the sacrifices of those boys who served in Ander
sonville Prison, and that fact that we should not lose sight of 
what they there suffered for us. Thank him for me.
_ We have here resolutions adopted by the Federated Patriotic 

j are transmitted to this Encampment for its 
consideration and action.

Also a resolution concerning a patriotic song of 
giving which has already been mentioned in a U1L 
encampment.

Also a

I have a supplmental report 
We have a total of 210 en-

gates to this
nowv4s piece

nferred to the Committee



forty-fourth188

presented and

Is Past Commander-in-ChW

The delayed bonds of Kansas and Indiana are 
approved.

On the Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies, the name of 
Division Commander Henry A. Goldsmith of Wisconsin will bo 
substituted in the place of Past Division Commander Donaldson.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: The Committee on 
Resolutions would like the privilege of having resolutions pre 
seated to the committee without being presented necessarily to 
this Encampment. And the Committee on Resolutions begs to 
be excused in order that they may retire and confer upon these 
resolutions.

When you read the list of names I did not notice the name 
of Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens. This afternoon I am in
formed that he was appointed upon the Committee on Resolu
tions.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: That is correct. The Commit
tee on Resolutions is Sherman, Stephens, Kaywood, Anderson 
and James.

Past Commander-in-Chief 'Sherman: May I ask your con
sent for the committee to retire, and if there are any other reso
lutions, may we have them at this time?

Past Division Commander F. P. Cor rick, of Nebraska: I 
have prepared a resolution on the matter of pensions which I 
have delivered to the committee.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The Secretary will call the roll 
of the Divisions, and if any member has any resolution to pre
sent to the Resolutions Committee, he may do so at this time.

(The roll of Divisions 'was then called by Secretary Ham
mer without response).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The roll has been called. With
out objection the Committee on Resolutions will be excused.

We now come to unfinished business. Brother National Sec
retary, are there any standing committee reports which may be 
received at this time under the head of unfinished business?

National Secretary Hammer: Yes. The Committee on 
Memorial to the G. A. R., unfinished business of 1924 Encamp
ment.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin:
Johnson in the room?

Past Commander-in-Chief Johnson: The Committee on Me
morial to the Grand Army of the Republic calls up for action ot 
this Encampment the report and recommendations made at the 
last Encampment, and I will ask the Secretary to read it.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The chairman of this commit
tee calls from the table the report submitted to the last Encami 
ment and which may be found verbatim in the Procee^inMb;s 
that Encampment. Is it the desire of the Encampment that tn 
be read, or do you wish to proceed to the consideration tne 
without reading? (No response). The report will then be i
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(The report was then read to the convention by the National 

Secretary, as follows:)
To the Forty-third Annual Encampment, Commandery-in-Chief, 

Sons of Veterans, '(J. S. A., Boston, Mass.
Commander-in-Chief and Brothers:

The Special Committee on Memorial to the Grand Army of 
the Republic begs leave to report, as follows:

Pursuant to the action of the Forty-second Annual En
campment (Milwaukee, 1923) continuing this Committee for the 
purpose of getting all of the allied societies to join in an under
taking looking to the erection of a fitting Memorial to the 
Grand Army of the Republic, this Committee, as a preliminary 
to such work, entered upon a general inquiry among the mem
bership of the several allied societies with the view of ascer
taining the sentiment towards the erection of the proposed Me
morial in order that it might determine the advisability of mak
ing a formal proposition to such societies. This inquiry ex
tended over a period of more than three months, and developed 
the existence of a very favorable sentiment towards such an 
undertaking—sufficiently favorable to justify the Committee in 
taking the matter up formally with each of the allied societies.

Your Committee thereupon, in January last, submitted a 
formal proposition to each of the four allied societies through 
its National President—the Woman’s Relief Corps, the Ladies 
of the G. A. R., the National Alliance Daughters of Veterans, 
and the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary, as follows:

“That a National Memorial to the Grand Army of the 
Republic be erected by the joint efforts of its five allied 
societies; that each society enter the undertaking on 
an equal footing, and that each appoint (preferably five) 
representatives to a Joint Committee; that this Joint 
Committee shall determine the character of and select 
the general plan for the proposed Memorial; propose 
ways and means for raising the necessary funds for its 
completion and upkeep, and to report, with recommen
dations, to the respective National Presidents, and to 
the National Encampment of each of such societies at 
their 1924 meeting at Boston, for such action as each 
organization may see fit to take.”
The responses to the Committee’s letters, transmitting this 

proposition, were very encouraging, ‘for they clearly indicated 
that the idea of the proposed undertaking appealed to the several 
National Presidents, and that they were willing to do all they 
could to effect the desired end.

Mrs. Bliss, the National President of the Woman’s Relief 
Corps, and Mrs. Van Duzor, National President of the Ladies of 
the G. A. R., both expressed themselves as being, personally, 
heartily in favor of the proposed undertaking, but said they had 
no authority to officially adhere to the proposition, as such 
action would require the consent of their respective National 
Conventions. However, each stated that she would recommend 
the proposition to her Convention at Boston.
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Mrs Thayer, National President. National Alliance Uau^h 
tprs of Veterans, stated that she was in thorough accord with 
the undertaking, and that her society would join with the Sons 
of Veterans on the proposition, and appointed a committee nq 
suggested in the proposal submitted to her.

(Mrs. Finch, National President of the Auxiliary also ex 
pressed herself as being heartily in favor of the proposal, and 
stated that her society had made preparations at the Milwaukee 
Encampment to join in this matter 'with the Sons of Veterans 
and that a committee had already been appointed for the pur
pose.

It was the intent of the Proposition that the five allied so
cieties should jointly erect the proposed Memorial, and your 
Committee, therefore, was of the opinion that each of such so
cieties should participate in selecting the character of and plans 
for such proposed Memorial. In asking each of the other allied 
societies for the appointment of representatives to a Joint Com
mittee, it was the intention of your Committee to arrange for 
a joint meeting of such representatives, if appointed, for the 
purpose of discussing the proposition with the view of getting 
a fairly definite idea as to the general character of the proposed 
memorial, and the costs thereof, that would be satisfactory to 
each of the five societies, and also to discuss the matter of ways 
and means for providing for its erection. Three of the societies 
—the Daughters of Veterans, the Auxiliary, and the Sons of 
Veterans, were provided with representatives for such proposed 
joint meeting. But by reason of the inability of the other two 
societies—the Relief Corps, and the Ladies of the G. A. R., to 
officially appoint the suggested representatives, these two so
cieties could not be present and participate in the discussions 
of the proposed meeting, and in the selection of the character 
of the proposed memorial, so it was thought best, in the cir
cumstances, to defer the holding of such proposed meeting until 
such time as all five of the societies could be represented, and 
this was done. We had hoped to be able to hold a joint meet
ing before the Boston Encampment, as in that event we would 
have been in a position to have submitted some definite infor
mation as to character and costs of the proposed undertaking. 
However, if the recommendations to be submitted by the several 
National Presidents, to their respective National Conventions, 
are adopted, such proposed joint meeting may be held here in 
Boston, at the close of the Encampment, at which time a full 
attendance, probably, can be had, and therefore a more satis
factory meeting may be had and better results obtained.

The costs attending this undertaking would, of course, de
pend altogether upon the kind of memorial that may be selected 
by the five allied societies, as represented by its Joint Com
mittee. The actions of this Joint Committee would have to be 
adopted, or approved, by the several societies before becoming 
effective, so that the societies themselves would control the 
costs, as well as the character of the proposed Memorial. It 
impossible to estimate the cost of this undertaking until vjt 
know the kind of Memorial that the five societies will seie • 
However, no matter what the costs would be (so long as - 
should be within the bounds of reason) they could be re.a . 
taken care of, as there would be five well organized socieu
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... For the purpose of efficiently handling this
srtion, within the Order of the Sons of Veterans, this Encamp-

with an aggregate membership of more than 350,000 persons 
back of the undertaking this should be a guarantee of success. 
We may feel well assured that the women’s organizations will 
not permit the costs to be unreasonable.

We estimate that it 'will take from three to four years, and 
maybe longer, befoie we will be in position to commence the 
actual building of the memorial, for the kind of Memorial will 
have to be determined, this will take some time to accomplish; 
the proper plans and specifications will have to be drawn, and a 
sufficient amount of money will have to be in hand and avail
able before we would be justified in beginning the actual work 
of construction.

The amount of the Fund to be raised for the erection of this 
proposed Memorial shall be determined by the five allied so
cieties.

Each society will, of course, determine for itself the method 
to be employed in raising its quota of the Fund necessary for 
the undertaking, and what its quota shall be.

The Joint Committee of the five societies shall have full 
control of the erection of the proposed Memorial, and of all 
matters relating thereto, subject, of course, to the approval of 
the National Presidents, and the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Sons of Veterans.

The work of your Committee in endeavoring to get all of the 
allied societies to join in an undertaking to erect the proposed 
Memorial has, for the time being, been completed, and as the 
matter now stands, we have the promise of the National Presi
dent of each of the women’s societies, that they will recommend 
to their respective Conventions, the above Proposition submitted 
to them by your Committee. These recommendations, we hope, 
will be approved by the several conventions now in session in 
this city.

The chairman of this Committee availed himself of the 
privilege, accorded him by action of the Milwaukee Encamp
ment, of selecting its membership, by designating, -with the ap
proval of the Commander-in-Chief, the following brothers:

Past Commanders-in-Chief Clifford Ireland, -Harley V. Speel- 
man, Frank Shellhouse, Harry D. Sisson, Ralph Sheldon, Wm. 
H. Russell, and Past Division Commanders Frank McCrillis, 
C. 'S. Scott, C. A. Bryson and Theo. C. Cazeau.

Upon the approval of this Committee by the Commander-in- 
Chief, each member thereof was duly notified, and at the same 
time was assigned a special duty to perforin. The reports re
ceived, from such of the members, who have reported, have been 
most gratifying.

If it. shall be determined by the allied societies to erect the 
Proposed Memorial in Washington, D. C., where are located all 
°f the great National Memorials, a suitable site therefor may be 
Provided by the Government, without cost, provided that such 
Memorial shall be of character as to meet the approval ot tne 
National Fine Arts Commission.
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ment should establish a committee to be known as the National 
Committee of the Sons of Veterans on Memorial to the Grand 
Army of the Republic (or some other appropriate title), which 
committee should have full control, on behalf of the iSons of 
Veterans, of all matters relating to this proposed Memorial 
This Committee should comprise a member from each Division 
of the Order, say the Division Commander, and seven additional 
members to be appointed, from at large, by the Commander-in- 
Chief; these seven members to constitute the Executive Board' 
of the Committee, and be authorized to transact all business of 
the Committee between the meetings thereof. The Executive 
Board of this Committee should, also, be authorized, in conjunc
tion with the representatives of the four allied women’s societies 
to form a Joint Committee for the purpose of taking care of 
the Memorial undertaking on behalf of the five allied societies 
All determinations arrived at by this Joint Committee, before 
becoming effective, should be reported to and approved by the 
several National Presidents of the allied women’s societies, and 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans.

In addition to this National Committee, there should be pro
vided a committee in each Division of the Order, to be known 
as the Division Committee on Memorial to the Grand Army. 
This committee should comprise a member from each Camp of 
the Division, and of which the Division Commander should be 
chairman, who would also be the Division representative on the 
National Committee. During the period of the undertaking of 
this Memorial project, it will be advisable for the National 
Committee, or the Executive Board thereof, to be in touch, not 
only with each Division, but also with each Camp of the Order. 
Such a committee, it is believed, would be the most satisfactory 
means for accomplishing this end, and would be of the greatest 
assistance to the National Committee in its work.

Your Committee has given the matter of raising the funds, 
that must be contributed by the 'Sons of Veterans as their quota 
to the general Memorial Fund, considerable thought, and hav
ing duly considered the many ways of raising money, have 
reached the conclusion that the best results may be obtained by 
requesting each Camp of the Order to voluntarily contribute as 
its quota to the Sons of Veterans’ portion of the Memorial Fund, 
the sum of one (1) dollar per year, for each of its members. 
Such a quota could be readily and quickly raised by each Camp 
through contributions from its members, entertainments, or in 
such other ways as the Camp should see fit to adopt. However, 
it is believed that every member of the Order will be glad to 
voluntarily donate one dollar per year to help perpetuate the 
memory of his father, and of his father’s comrades—the men 
who fought the great fight of 1861-1865, for the preservation ot 
the Union.

Each Camp should pay the money it collects for the Memo 
rial proposition into the Division Treasury, each quarter, an 
the Division Treasurers should forward the same to the i 
tional Secretary-Treasurer, who should hold such funds, so 
ceived, in a special account in some institution to be appr 
by the Commander-in-Chief and the Council-in-Chief, unti 
time as the Commandery-in-Chief shall determine.
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Your Committee, in concluding its report, submits the fol
lowing Recommendations for your favorable consideration:

RECOM MEN DAT IONS.

,1. That a standing committee be established to be known 
as the Sons oi Veterans National Committee on Memorial to the 
Grand Army of the Republic.

2. That the membership of the Sons of Veterans’ National 
Committee on Memorial to the Grand Army of the Republic, 
shall comprise one representative from each Division of the 
Order (the Division Commander), and in addition thereto seven 
members to be appointed, from at large, by the Commander-in- 
Chief, which seven members shall constitute the Executive 
Board of the Committee, and is hereby authorized to make rules 
for the government of the Committee. The chairman, and vice- 
chairman, of this Committee shall be designated by the Com
mander-in-Chief from among the seven members of the Execu
tive Board. There shall be at least one meeting of this Com
mittee each year, and the presence of twelve members shall con
stitute a quorum.

3. That there shall be established in each Division of the 
Order, a standing Committee to be known as the Division Com
mittee on Memorial to the Grand Army, and the membership 
of this committee shall consist of one member from each Camp 
of the Division, to be elected by the Camp, or appointed by the 
Camp Commander. The Division Commander shall be chairman 
of this committee, and the representative of the committee on 
the National Committee. This committee shall be an adjunct 
to and shall perform such duties as shall be assigned to it by 
the National Committee, or the Executive Board thereof.

4. The Executive Board of the Sons of Veterans’ National 
Committee on Memorial to the Grand Army of the Republic 
shall transact all business of the Committee between its meet
ings, and three members thereof shall constitute a quorum, of 
which the chairman, or vice-chairman, shall always be one. The 
chairman, and vice-chairman, of the Committee, shall be chair
man, and vice-chairman, respectively, of the Executive Board.

5. The Executive Board shall have authority to join with 
such representatives as shall be appointed from the Woman’s 
Relief Corps, the Ladies of the G. A. R., National Alliance 
Daughters of Veterans, and the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary to 
form a Joint Committee, which Joint Committee shall have con
trol; on behalf of the five allied societies, of the erection of the 
proposed Memorial to the Grand Army of the Republic, and of 
nil matters relating thereto, and shall report, from time to time, 
to the respective National Presidents of said allied societies, 
and to the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, such 
recommendations as it shall see fit to make. No determination 
arrived at by such Joint Committee shall be effective until ap
proved by the said Commander-in-Chief and the said National 
Presidents. The Joint Committee, when formed, shall make 
rules for its government. The National Presidents and the Na
tional 'Secretaries of the said allied societies, and the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and the National Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Sons of Veterans, shall be members ex officio of this Joint Com
mittee.
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6 For the purpose of raising a Fund for the erection nF

Chief to furnish as its voluntary contribution the sum of one 
fl) dollar per vear for each of its members, the same to be 
raised by the Camp and paid into the Division Treasury, antI 
forwarded by the Division Treasurer to the National Secretary. 
Treasurer, for safe keeping.

Respectfully submitted,
HARLEY V. -SPEELMANC. -S. SCOTT,
DR. RALPH SHELDON 
THEODORE C. CAZEAU 
F. T. F. JOHNSON, 
<H. D. SISSON.

Past Commander-in-Chief Johnson: The report is now be
fore the house. The committee believes the report is complete, 
having been submitted last year, published in the proceedings 
and the committee presumes that every member of the Organi
zation is familiar with it. The committee does not think it is 
necessary to make any argument for the proposition. The Com
mander has recommended it, and he has particular reasons for 
recommending it, and I therefore ask the Commander to state 
to the Encampment his reasons for doing so.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: This is somewhat unusual to 
have the chairman ask the Commander-in-Chief to take the floor.

I should be very glad to elaborate on the reasons mentioned 
by the committee chairman. I thought I had done so, however, 
in my report which all presumed to have heard yesterday; and 
if you have ear trouble maybe you have not eye trouble, and 
you now have that talk before you in printing.

This is a large question. It commits the Order to a large 
program, but if we never commit ourselves to a large program 
we will never do anything that is large. In fact we have com
mitted ourselves. This body has committed itself at least twice; 
and it has not only so committed itself, but it has placed itself 
in a very embarrassing and unenviable position if it does not go 
ahead. Why?

Well, the Encampment adopted a resolution in favor of this 
project three years ago. A committee was appointed to look into 
the matter and reported favorably.

The report came up for consideration and was adopted, but 
recognizing that it was a matter of even larger moment than 
was at first thought, it was suggested that we should invite the 
co-operation of all the allied organizations of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, and that committee was therefore continued to 
effect such co-operation or combination. Thereafter, by this 
mandate of the Commandery, that committee communicated o - 
cially with the other allied organizations and asked their c 
operation and they in turn passed resolutions favoring 
might say all of them,—as I understand it, all with the P 
sible exception of the W. R. C. and they did not turn it down-

It came up before the convention last year upon a full an
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mittee.
ment for him in behalf of the report, 
fore the house.

Past Commander-in-Chief Johnson:

encampment

____ _____ _______ Commander, and broth
ers, it was not my purpose to have the Commander-in-Chief 
make an argument in behalf of this matter for the committee. 
The Commander-in-'Chief informed me about a month or six 
weeks ago that he had some correspondence with the President 
°f the Relief Corps, and I saw a copy of one letter that he had 
received. I didn’t know what else he had received from her. I 
didn’t know whether there were any promises in those letters 
he had received. I knew nothing about that. If he has made 
a recommendation, it will go before the Committee on Officers’ 
Reports, and they will make a recommendation on it. and in 
vJew of that, I move that this matter be laid over until the time 
°f the report on Officers’ Reports.

(The motion was seconded).
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: It has been moved and seconded 

at this be laid over and taken up in connection with the re- 
Port on Officers’ Reports. Any remarks? All in favor say aye;

complete report prepared by an enlarged committee with full 
details of organization suggested.

Since then I have had some communication with the Presi
dent of the W. R. C. and she seems to be very much interested 
in the matter and anxious to get behind it; [as was also the Na
tional President of the Daughters of Veterans] and she sent me 
a copy of the resolution which she was going to do all she could 
to have passed by this National Encampment of the Woman's 
Relief Corps.

These are the reasons for my assumption that we unques
tionably have behind us the co-operation of the allied organiza
tions.

We are in this position: We have asked the girls to act. 
to do something wth us. They have said: “All right, we are for 
you, let’s go.” Now, apparently, from the action taken by the 
last Encampment we began to get weak kneed, and said let's 
wait until next year and see if something don’t happen. Well, 
that next year is now here.

It is a big undertaking, true. The report suggests volun
tary contributions of one dollar per year. I think that is un
fortunate because it is manifest to the Chiefs of all the other 
organizations (and I know the girls will come across, they al
ways do) that if we had just a voluntary contribution of one 
dollar only, not a dollar per year, from every member of these 
organizations, we would have a large enough fund to start with. 
The rest could be raised, and would be raised, in any one of a 
number of ways which the girls have utilized, and which the 
confederates used. We do not want to copy their method, but 
you know their bill of a million or two for Stone Mountain cost 
the Congress some money. But there are ways and means to do 
it. Is it worth* while?

I don’t know whether this time is propituous to discuss it, 
as some of our members are out on committees. The matter, 
however, is properly before the Encampment. I have endeavored 
briefly to comply with the request of the chairman of the com- 

Apparently he thought that I should make his argu- 
There is no motion be-
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contrary no. on

of the

Nothing here.
Are you ready, Brother Weiler, 

x_ meet-

of 
pre- 
my

willingly accept as a command) I shall try briefly to touch upon 
some of the factors in the administration of the office of Division 
Secretary, as my personal contact with the work has made its 
impress upon me.

contrary no. The motion is carried, and the report is laid 
the table to a time certain.

Is there any other unfinished business on the desk 
National Secretary?

National Secretary Hammer: Nothing.
Coinmander-in-Chief Coffin: The next order of business is 

report of committees which manifestly are not ready to report 
And. without objection, the Chair will vary the order of business 
and call now for new business. Is there any new business to 
come before the Encampment?

National Secretary Hammer:
•Commander-in-Chief Coffin: . 

to proceed with your talk which was passed over to this 
ing from the conference?

Brother Weiler is Division Commander of 'Massachusetts 
Prior to this year he has been that Division’s Secretary for a 
period of at least fifteen years. The Commander-in-Chief knows 
from personal contact the manner of office he has and has kept 
At my request he came prepared to give a talk to Division Secre
taries at our conference Monday. He has an elaborate set 
forms, and a discourse on this matter has been especially 
pared for Division Secretaries. It is his suggestion and 
request that all Division Secretaries, if they be here, come for
ward at the appropriate time and receive fromward at the appropriate time and receive from him a set of 
papers which he is glad to give you. If the Division Secretary 
is not here, let the Division Commander please take the set and 
see that it comes to the attention of his Division Secretary. The 
matters that he will present will not apply to every Division, 
but in them there is something that every Division can make 
use of. The Chair now recognizes Brother Weiler of Massachu
setts.

(Division Commander Henry F. Weiler, of Massachusetts, 
then read to the Encampment the following paper:)

THE DIVISION SECRETARY.
At the request of the Commander-in-Chief (which request I

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.
As success is usually the result of “perspiration rather than 

inspiration,” so the success of a Division Secretary depends 
upon an infinite amount of attention to details, and hard work, 
rather than upon any brilliant stroke of genius. There is no 
system that will take the place of enthusiastic endeavor to make 
the very most of the many opportunities that the position offers.

A successful secretary in any line, is one who accepts the 
laborious end of the work, cheerfully keeps up with or ahead 
of it, and tries to smooth out the way for those constructively 
engaged in the various branches.

The prescription is: Plain hard work, intelligently per
formed, with a desire to place the welfare of the Order ahead 
of almost every other interest. While the measure of success
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Secretary are:

,1

encampment

MASSACHUSF.TTS DIVISION.

Having served as Division Secretary of the Massachusetts 
Division for Die past fifteen years by successive appointment, 
my observations are necessarily based largely upon methods in 
use, and sometimes developed there, and some of them may no 
be at all adaptable to other Divisions. Due allowance must be 
made for differences in conditions. ...

As organized in 'Massachusetts, the work of the Dh ision 
Secretary incorporates all of that of the P*vision monev’ 
With the single exception that he cannot disbars- a > mone 
All payments are made by the Division Treasuxm from a 
voucher approved by the Division Secietarj, , „ ))e
the Division Commander must countersign t V0UCher. By 
has examined the account as it is included receipts
this system, the Division Secretary has ehaige 
(including the banking of the ’ioffitly control all of the
brer and Division Commander, acting jointly, to

Many forms have developed to
the business of the Division Sonic> of the supplled to
this paper, and any or all of them ?V111T fs a usable idea 
any interested officers, upon refluesl- . j a that wishes to copy it. 
among them, it is available to any Divisio

depends largely upon others, still in a greater measure THEIR 
success depends, for its permanence, upon the Division Secreta v

Almost every Division now has a member who is Treasurer 
as well as Secretary, so it becomes even more essential that the 
officer in question be of the right type, for the welfare of the 
Division is so bound up in his personal qualifications If he 
fails to measure up to the highest standards, then the officer 
becomes a liability, rather than an asset.

Possibly no Division in the Order has a present income ade
quately to compensate such an officer for his service as measured 
by ordinary business standards; so that when capable interested 
service is rendered in such an office, there is sure to be found 
a great personal sacrifice given to the Order.

duties.
The Regulations inform us that the duties of a Division 

To keep a true and accurate record of the pro
ceedings of the Division Encampment—to keep and be the cus
todian of the files and membership records, and other records— 
to make out the quarterly reports—to report the election of 
delegates and alternates—and to perform other duties pertain
ing to the office.

Should he also act as Treasurer, he will also hold the funds 
of the Division—pay the bills—have charge of the property of 
the Division—keep account of the receipts and expenditures— 
and perform other duties not specified in detail.

All in all, this is a pretty big order to fill, and a member 
who accepts the duty should do so seriously, administer each re
quirement faithfully, and be possessed of exceptional all-around 
ability. Upon the good fortune of securing the right member for 
the office depends, more than any other one thing, the success 
of the Division.
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member

reports.

any other phase of the work.

equipment.
In addition to the ordinary office equipment, and in OrdPr 

nronerly to carry out the duties assigned to the Division (Seem 
tarv. the following would seem to be necessary:

1st—A file for correspondence.
2nd—A file for descriptive record of members.
3rd—A mailing list of all members.
4th—A file for quarterly reports from Camps.
5th—A credential book for Division Encampment 

shiP6th—A descriptive record book of Camps.
7th—A file for copies of Camp By-Laws.
Sth—A book for consolidating Camp Treasurer’s

CORRESPONDENCE FILE.

A necessary adjunct to the prompt handling of office corre
spondence, is a file for letters that have been attended to. Prob
ably no better system has been devised than that of typewriting 
a reply with a carbon-paper duplicate, attaching the duplicate 
copy to the original letter, and filing them together. When it is 
known to what Camp the writer belongs, the correspondence can 
best be filed according to the number of his Camp. Each Camp 
should, of course, have a space in the file, arranged in numerical 
order. This arrangement will take care of the great majority 
of the letters, and for such instances as cannot be filed accord
ing to any Camp number, additional spaces can be marked for 
such classification as “G. A. R.,” S<'S. V. Auxiliary,” “Command- 
ery-in-Chief,” “Other Divisions,” “’Miscellaneous,” etc.

It should be unnecessary to add that it is more important 
that correspondence should be answered promptly, than almost 

The manner of handling corre
spondence seems to me to come pretty near serving as an index 
to the interest of the officer.

I have always found it very useful to place in the upper 
drawer of my desk, letters that have been attended to so far 
as is possible, but are still not ready for filing on account of the 
subject still being open. This is “unfinished business” and is 
looked over daily until the matter is closed.

arEMBERSTLTP FILE.

Experience has shown that a card-system is the most flexible 
one to handle, and with our Order and its constantly changing 
membership, something of this kind is much better than a book 
system. We have tried several book systems in the past, but 
have discarded them in favor of the card-system.

I have found it best to conduct three files for the member
ship record cards: One for the members in good standing; one 
for the members after they have lost their membership for any 
reason (except disbandment); and one for all of the members 
that ever were members of a Camp that has been disbande ■ 
Each of these files is arranged in numerical order of Camps, ant 
alphabetical order of members.

For fifteen years we have used this card-system, and 
that it only requires a comparatively small amount of atte 
to correct these membership records from the quarterly r P 
received from the Camps. The cards used are similar to
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MAILING LISTS.
An accurate mailing list of the members

In the first place, it is valuable *for

a number of years-ones originated by the Commandery-in-Chief 
ago.

tion. In the fii st place, it is valuable for a reference list in 
communicating .with members; and then again, it is worth all 
the effort that it costs, to ensure the receipt of the official paper 
regularly by the entire membership. How sad it is to lose any 
such opportunity of reaching our membership with the im
portant messages that appear in our monthly paper that is sent 
free to those on the mailing list. When we occasionally hear 
it stated that only a part of some Camp or Division receives the 
official paper, it looks very much as though the Division Secre
tary was slighting one very important item of his duties.

My experience has convinced me that any blame for 
receipt of The Banner is rarely upon the publishers, much 
oftener upon the Division Secretary, and very frequently upon 
the Camp Secretary, or the member himself.

Complaints of non-receipt of the official paper are rare in 
the Massachusetts Division. For many years we have main
tained a loose-leaf book, containing the complete mailing list 
of members of every Camp—each quarter making the necessary 
corrections to agree with the gains and losses in membership 
as they are reported on the Camp Secretary's quarterly reports.

An exact duplicate of this book has been supplied to the 
publishers. All mailing lists are originally made with carbon- 
paper duplicates, so that the publishers and the Division Secre
tary have identical lists. Corrections made in one must, of 
course, be reported to the other.

The names on the cards in the membership file, and the 
names on the mailing list are always identical, and these, in 
turn, are in agreement at all times with the membership figures 
on the quarterly reports from the Camps.

QUARTERLY REPORT FILE.
After the reports from the Camp Secretaries have been re

ceived, and the corrections made on the membership cards and 
on the mailing list, the report is filed as a part of the records. 
The same applies to the reports from the Camp Treasurers. 
These can be filed in a so-called “document-file ’ very handily. 
It will be found that not much room will be needed, but when 
they are needed for reference occasionally, their importance ana 
accessibility will be fully appreciated. We can locate any. re
port received for the past twenty years, almost instantly.

CREDENTIAL BOOK FOR DIVISION ENCAMPMENT.

v A loose-leaf book, with one page allowed for 
be found very convenient in listing the membership oi the u i 
sion Encampment. In a Division the size of 
where over 2300 members are entitled to seat^1“flt]1?erecord of 
Encampment, it is very necessary to keep a carefu1 b
the membership, and especially so of the Past. C 1 oue
?rs that constitute the majority of the men?^er J‘d nd this 
js listed, together with the year or yeara. hl corrections. In 
list is carried forward each year, with sui
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a check-list during the election.

date of organization, number of charter members, name, num
ber, location, name of organizer and any other important in
formation regarding it. In case of disbandment, dates and facts 
concerning this condition should also be recorded.

In this connection, too, could be a list of the Commanders 
of the Camp and other officers, and thus become of historical 
value as well as to serve for a check-list of Past Camp Com
manders, Secretaries, Treasurers, etc.

by the Division, as 
by t-~ - -

a
When a

CAMP BY-LAWS.

All Camp By-Laws require the approval of the Division 
Commander, so a copy of the By-Laws in their approved form 
should be kept on file for reference, as a help in the rendering 
of decisions, and an aid in understanding the operation of the 
various Camps. 'Sometimes a Camp loses its copy of the By- 
Laws and applies to the Division Secretary for a duplicate. No 
Camp By-Laws, or amendments, are approved in the 'Massachu
setts Division, until a duplicate is added to the file of Camp 
By-Laws at the Division Headquarters.

CONSOLIDATED REPORTS OF CAMP TREASURERS.

A special form for making up the consolidated reports of 
the Camp Treasurers each quarter, and following the form of 
the Camp Treasurer’s report blank, has been found very con
venient and useful, and provides the total figures for the Divi
sion to report to the Commandery-in-Chief, and a record of the 
quarterly transactions of each Camp, in convenient form.

DAY BOOK, OR CASH ACCOUNT.
In order promptly to record all receipts in whatever form 

received, and for any purpose, a loose-leaf cash account can be 
used to good advantage. Notes regarding these items can be 
made as an aid to classifying when entering them for permanent 
record on the Cash book.

cash BOOK.
The purpose of a Cash book should be self-evident, but in 

addition to recording the receipts and disbursements, it can

this wav the Division has a reliable Encampment membershin

ter of Past Camp Commanders in good standing.
Special report blanks for reporting the election of Dele

gates and Alternates to the Division Encampment are sent to 
all Camps well in advance of the meeting of the Division En
campment, so that the Credential book can be completed by 
adding these names before the convening of the Encampment 
Special credential cards are supplied to the Camp Commander

Di i-i: . “3 no suitable form is supplied for this purpose 
the National organization.
We use the “Australian -System” of ballotting, so the Cre

dential book becomes valuable as r • -
DESCRIPTIVE RECORD BOOK OF CAMPS.

Another important part of the Division records should be 
book containing the vital data regarding the Camps.
Camp is organized, record should be made on this book of the
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A detailed record of

1

From this information, we can make up our Division Roster 
earlier in the year, and can keep in closer touch with the new

numbers, voucher 
“-7 reports.

made to keep a record of requisition nUJ 
check numbers, and totals for the quarterly

quarterly reports.
The question of securing prompt reports from thn • one which taxes the ingenuity of the 'best officersW Thavn 

been quite successful in securing reports, bv sending a 
reminder to the Camp Commander a tew days after the close of 
the quarter, it his reports are not then in hand and after fol 
lowing it with a second notice a few days later, we start writ
ing notices to the Camp .Secretary and Camp Treasurer direct 
This locates the tardy officer, if nothing else, and the Com 
mander surely cannot consistently complain at this procedure if 
he is not able to handle the matter himself after a reasonable 
time.

Incomplete reports, or unbalanced reports, are the very 
worst factors of all, and it is only by constant “hammering” 
that careless or incompetent methods can be reduced or cor
rected. It is doubtful if anything but a helpful line of letter 
writing, and an occasional returned report will reduce this evil.

When reports fail to agree with the remittance for per cap
ita tax, or requisitions for supplies are not accompanied by the 
correct amount, as often happens, we invariably send a charge 
bill for the amount still due, or a credit bill for the amount 
overpaid,—accompanying them with a few words of explana
tion. We use a carbon-paper duplicate for keeping a record 
until the matter is properly balanced.

ELECTION RETURNS.

In order to supply the Division Headquarters with early in
formation regarding the new officers elected, and the plans for 
their installation, we issue a special form of “Election Return” 
—sending the blanks to all Camps before the first day of Decem
ber. This is usually returned immediately after the Camp elec
tion, showing a list of the officers-elect, a list of the Past Camp 
Commanders for comparison with the Division Credential book, 
the Camp’s choice for installing officer, and the time and place 
arranged for the installation.

From this information, we can make up our

officers, and the installation arrangements.
vouchers.

A detailed record of the expenditures, supplementing the 
cash book entries, is supplied by the voucher sjstenm The out 
side of the voucher blank contains spaces for classification of 
accounts, to agree with the cash book columns The insidei is 
arranged to be used as a bill, if no other bill is supplied, and 
can be used for any amount of descriptive dets ..

When completed, the voucher contains the approval of he 
account by the -Division -Secretary, the ^ss,fcatk° retlflrned 
account, the itemized bill, and the cancel!e< 
through the bank. It is now ready for e^^tio-i by 
sion Council, and then for filing. As all P . . check
check, the number of the voucher and the number of the cneeK 
will be identical.
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We have news

It has been our

DISBANDED CAMPS.
Upon the disbandment of a Camp, every member should 

receive promptly, the Division transfer to which he is entitled 
We always supplment this with a letter, suggesting the name 
and address of the Commander of the nearest Camp to his home 
address, and suggesting that the member deposit it there and 
thus continue his membership in the Order. Members of dis
banded Camps can many times be “salvaged” in this way, and 
retained in the Order until a new Camp is organized.

COMPARATIVE MEMBERSHIP RECORDS.
A special card shows at a glance the membership gains, 

losses, and totals over a long period of years. A study of the 
figures will show any officer at once, the membership tendency, 
and thus enables him to judge of the stability of each Camp.

ADDRESSING MACHINE AND DICTAPHONE.
The addressing machine has been one of the greatest reliefs 

from the monotonous work of the office. We find frequent occa
sion to send quantities of mail matter to Camps or groups of 
members, and it is then that the addressing machine comes into 
play and proves itself almost as indispensible as a typewriter. 
It also entirely eliminates errors in mailing, and makes a 
pleasure of addressing envelopes or post-cards, when formerly it 
was a serious and dreaded task.

At times, when correspondence is heavy, and time is inade
quate, the distaphone is called into use to take the dictation of 
letters that are later transcribed by a clerk or stenographer.

CONCLUSION.
The foregoing articles, I feel, have only lightly touched 

upon many things that would be extremely tedious to listen to 
at any length, but I would be glad to go more deeply into any 
phase of the work that has any particular interest to any officer, 
or supply extra copies of any of the forms referred to.

Then, when all is said and done, we can summarize with 
the observation that the Division Secretary has it within his 
power to be a great factor for good or evil in his Division, 
and upon him as a loyal member of the Sons of Veterans, more 
than upon anything else, depends his Division Commander, Sta 
Officers, and Camps.

PUBLICITY.

We have found the newspapers willing to publish news 
items, and especially so if the events are to occur in the future 
It has been our habit to send items for the coming week, 
number of Boston newspapers, and in turn, these items < 
rnnied by the newspapers in the smaller cities and towns if 

01 * ■ It is much harder to find items ‘
than it is to get them published. 

being in close touch with all activities,

to a 
are 

any interest to them. It is much harder to find items with n 
news value, than it is to get them published. The Division 
Secretary, being in close touch with all activities, can attend 
to this part of the work more easily than any other member 
and by proper planning, need give it only a few minutes of time 
each week.

Division Commander Godcharles, of Pennsylvania: I move 
you that a vote of thanks be given Brother Weiler for his Pr



BNCAMP3rENT
203

rendered in that re-
of Massachusetts: I

GREETINGS FROM THE WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS.

sentation of these forms, and his services 
spect, past, present and prospective.

Past Division Commander Upham 
second the motion.

Comniandei-in-Chief. It has been moved and qnnnnriari n, 
a vote of thanks be extended to Brother Weiler for hh? nt ha 
tation of this paper; and the chair will call for a nXX" 
The motion is carried unanimously. n& vote.

Brother Weiler, the Commandery thus expresses its great 
appreciation ol tins splendid paper you have presented anr nf 
your intelligent and untiring effort in behalf of the Order

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The surprise which I told von 
we had in store for you yesterday is in readiness, but we are 
waiting just a little bit because I knew the National President 
and sisters of our Auxiliary wanted to be here, and I want to 
get word to them.

A committe with greetings from the Woman’s Relief Corps 
has been announced, and we will be very glad to receive their 
greetings at this time while we are waiting for our Auxiliary 
I will name Past Commanders-in-Chief 'Sheldon and Church, and 
Brother Julius Isaacs as a committee to escort the Woman’s 
Relief Corps Greeting’s Committee to the session.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon: Commander-in-Chief, I 
have the honor to present to you the committee from the Wom
an’s Relief Corps composed of Ida Heacock Baker of Kansas, 
Chairman, Bertha Walker of Massachusetts and Elizabeth H. 
Mason of New Hampshire.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I am sure that the Encamp
ment considers it a very great privilege to listen at this time to 
greetings from the Woman’s Relief Corps. I present Mrs. Baker, 
Past National Inspector of the Woman's Relief Corps.

Ida Heacock 'Baker, of Kansas: Commander Coffin, and 
brothers, it affords me great pleasure to be with you today. The 
man who said that to be an American is a greater honor than 
to have been a Roman when Rome was at its zenith of power 
uttered a truth which is but the fulfillment of the vision of our 
forefathers who laid the foundation of this great Commonwealth.

In 1620 our pilgrim fathers braved the storms and priva
tions of life and landed on the rock bound coast of New England, 
because thev believed in freedom to worship God acc01d^ ™ 
the dictates of their own conscience. If they could butbehol 
our landscape today, they would view the resu1^8 °.f 
of which they dreamed. If they could see our J1^"8 ;
brilliant with its red and white stripes, luinino”Ln'P\11 thev 
stars in a field of blue and could believe or realize that 
have had a part in its making, surely they av u d be satisfied. 
And yet, through all these years we have been making g, 
and each year adds new lustre to its hue. and

Our soldier heroes of all wars hav® 1^"?lnin°’the1 future and 
the protection of government, They behe n the
the policies of this nation founded on liberty as iui 
constitution.
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We know they

greatest
(Ap-

re.X“ ss-'kKU: s*
eighteen years of age; some as young as ten. So, we called them 
the boys in blue.

For four long years they followed their flag. Commander- 
in-Chief, and proved to the world that a government conceived 
in liberty, dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 
equal, can long endure, and that this country, this nation, this 
government of the people, by the people, and for the people shall 
not perish from the earth. (Applause).

Those men brought back that flag without the loss of a 
single star. They kept “united” in the United States. They 
believed in one hundred per cent Americanism, in America for 
Americans, and they believed in making America safe for 
Americans.

NoW that is the legacy handed down to us, to you and to 
me, and the Woman’s Relief Corps, the Auxiliary of the grand 
body of men. the Grand Army of the Republic, the 
organization that was ever formed or ever can be formed. ( ‘ / 
plause). The Woman’s Relief Corps is memorializing the Grand 
Army of the Republic and will continue to do so.

•Our work will never be ended. We are just beginning. And 
the Sons of Veterans are working with us. We have a wonder
ful legacy and -we will not fail.

Now’, Commander-in-Chief, our National President Mrs. 
Grace B. Willard, whom we love, and I am sure you do, sent 
her love and greetings to this Encampment from the mother 
organization, and wished me to present to you, Commander-in- 
Chief Coffin, this complimentary badge, which has the picture 
of Mrs. Willard on it, and I am sure you will graciously re
ceive it.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: And treasure it long in remem
brance of this occasion. (Applause).

We would be glad to hear a word from the other members 
of the committee.

Elizabeth H. Mason, of New Hampshire: We know that 
you are pressed for time, and we know that you are busy. How
ever I will say that it gives me a great deal of pleasure to be 
here. I am glad to see our New Hampshire men. We know they 
are here. (Applause).

Bertha Walker, of 'Massachusetts: Commander-in-Chief and 
Brothers of this Convention: I feel that our chairman has said 
everything that could be said that was good, but I do want to 
say however, that I am very glad to come here from the mother 
department. Of course, we are the mother organization, but 
Massachusetts is the first Department that was formed of the 
organization of the Woman’s Relief Corps, and it is with great 
pleasure and honor I bring to you my own greetings and tn 
greetings of the Department of Massachusetts, the Womans k 
lief Corps, and as a mother organization, we have always tr 
and been willing to give you sons and daughters and all ail  
organizations our advice, help and encouragement in all of y 
efforts; and I assure you that the Woman’s Relief Corps
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the love and esteem which I feel personally, as

not to stay

will come and meet
(Ap-

They will be a blessing to us in the future, and when the old 
father is gone, the sun has set, still we know that we will have 
the support, the heart and the hand of the 'Woman’s Relief 
Corps.

God bless you for your past; God bless you; and we hope 
that you will be with us in the future, and we know you will. 
We appreciate your coming and hope you zz—z

We thank you for coming.

always be at youi sei vice, and if ever von find nr..r .1 
in the road, come to the Woman’s Relief Corps and wp^ii^?3 
our best to make it level for you. I thank yoS (AppTauTe) d°

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Will Past Commander-in-Chief 
• Sheldon make response on behalf of this Encampment tn 
excellent greetings which we have just received. 1 e to the

Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon: Being only a count™ 
physician, and as you know physicians are very diffident and 
being surrounded by the grace beauty and loveliness as present 
here at this time, 1 feel a good deal as Pat did at the first battle 
of Bull Run. He was seen running down the field as rapidly 
as his legs could carry him. He was followed by an officer and 
when asked if he was afraid he said “No, but by jabbers, I am 
simply demoralized.” That is my condition at this time’. The 
name “mother” is the grandest and most beautiful word in the 
English language—(applause) and to have with us today our 
mother, the mother organization, certainly freshens the heart 
of every man present.

What would we have done without mother? Mother who 
wiped the tears away from our eyes in childhood. She was the 
master surgeon, and with her apron wiped the tears and cleaned 
the sores and healed all our wounds again. It was woman, it 
was mother who has lifted the dormant soul of man. There has 
never been a movement good and great but what has had the 
touch and the heart of a woman. Every man is proud to belong 
to an organization whose Auxiliary is composed of women, for 
no human born was ever harmed by the association of a good 
woman. (Applause).

We love our mothers and to you ladies, take it back to your 
organization that we love you. We love the Woman’s Relief 
Corps. They have been a blessing to us in the days gone by.

with us for years to come, 
plause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: And now sisters in token of 
 ” - -3 well as officially, 

for ymim^beloVe^P National President, I ask you to help me re
ciprocate bv presenting her with this badge, the. o y 
have, which makes her a delegate to our convention and n aj I 
also present to each of you, as the official greeting 
one of these badges also.

Ida Heacock Baker, of Kansas: We thank you.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: before you leave might I s ay 

that we will be very glad to have you staywith 
Pate a very interesting and instructive talk very shortly^ 

Ida Heacock Baker, of Kansas: T. *Ut
very busy and our National President instructed us 
long.



\ us 
they

I£i: This drum corps 
of them is a Son of a 

fine

206 kortY-fourth

(Whereupon the greetings committee was escorted from the 
room by the committee).

Commander-in-Chief Coflin: We just have word that therp 
is in waiting a greetings committee from the American Leginn Auxiliary. Are there any veterans of the World War pre^ 
Will they please stand up. I will appoint Brothers Godcharles 
Wadsworth and Chester to act as a committee to escort the 
greetings committee to the room.

The Chair also understands that we have with us the In 
diana Sons of Veterans Bugle Corps, and I ask them also into 
the room.
GREETINGS FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

Division Commander Godcharles, of Pennsylvania: Cbm- 
mander-in-Chief, I present to you Alma S. Viergever, Past Presi
dent of the Local Auxiliary of the American Legion, and Mrs 
Mary A. Price, Past President of the Local Auxiliary of the 
American Legion.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: We assure you ladies, bear
ing greetings from the American Legion, that we feel highly 
honored by your presence.

Alma S. Viergever: It gives me great pleasure to bring you 
greetings of our patriotic organization. You know we are the 
youngest one of all, because we are here to represent the World 
War veterans, and we expect our sons to carry on just as you 
are carrying on for our fathers. I am a daughter of a veteran 
and I am proud of the fact that I have been able to do some 
work along these lines.

Now, Commander-in-Chief, in the name of the Auxiliary, I 
present to you this small token with the assurance that the 
Auxiliary stands back of you in all of the work you carry on 
from time to time as our dads pass on. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I am sure that we need no tes
timonial of this sort to make us aware of the fact that you will 
work shoulder to shouler with us, as all patriotic organizations 
have the same fundamental principles back of them. However, 
we are most happy to receive from you this visible token of 
your affection, and be assured that we appreciate it. Take back 
to your organization our very sincere gratitude for their thought
fulness in sending you to us with this message of greeting. I 
thank you.

I am sure the Encampment will be glad to hear from Mrs. 
Price.

Mrs. Mary A. Price: I am very glad, I am sure, to be with 
you. I am sure your work is like ours and I am sure it is very 
strenuous at times and you are trying to push the good work 
along the same as we are. (Applause).

Division Commander Huston, of Indiana: 
is from Richmond, Indiana, and every one c- . 
Veteran; and you will also find back there some mighty 
girls, and they are all members of the Auxiliary.

(Whereupon the drum corps played several selections).
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The committee who brought 

greetings from the American Legion Auxiliary tells us t-
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st leave, but before they do I 
Godcharles respond.

Division Commander Godcharles, o£ Penns 
visible token that Sister Viergever gave reminded m 
of a very dear old lady who was presented with a crate of 
neaches, and she said it was not the peaches of which she was 
so fond, but the spirit in which they were presented. But in 
that same attitude the dear old lady had, I assure you that the 
words, although they will be few, will be none the less in the 
proper spirit.

This baby organization, in which 1 too am interested will 
carry on in this country I doubt not just as efficiently and pa
triotically as have organizations which have so long been allied 
with the great organization, the Grand Army of the Republic 
with which we are so closely attached.

And I assure you, Sister Viergever and Sister Price, in com
ing to our convention this afternoon and extending to us greet
ings, you will take away with you a spirit of friendship and 
cordiality that I know every member of the Sons of Veterans 
has for your organization, and I trust that the work in which 
you are interested will be successful in every undertaking. (Ap
plause).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Before I can in truth call you 
sisters, I would like to have you know that the committee who 
escorted you into this hall, and the presiding officer who now 
addresses you, are all veterans of the late war. But they are 
none the less Sons of Veterans indeed, because of that fact. 
They are stronger iSons of Veterans, because they realize that 
were it not for the boys of '61 who preserved the principle of 
constitutional unity, there would have been nothing for the boys 
of 1917 and 1918 to defend. (Applause). And therefore, we 
are proud to be 'Sons of Veterans; we are glad that we had 
something to fight for and we are all the more keenly alive to 
the reality of the hardships endured by our fathers in the sixties.

Take this message back to your organization and tell them 
how we appreciate the greetings sent to us. And as a symbol 
of our feeling we present each of you with a badge which makes 
you a delegate in our convention.

(Thereupon the greetings committee from the American 
Legion Auxiliary was escorted from the room).

For many years past, as we have looked in retrospect on the 
proceedings of the Encampments, I feel many of us have realized 
a great amount of time was spent on inconsequentials. It has 
been my earnest desire as presiding officer to spend as little 
time as possible on non-essentials, and as much time as poss- 
sible on essentials. I have therefore provided what T conceive 
to be worth while talks spread out through our convention.

Whatever is good in life we as good sons and brothers like 
to share with our sisters. I am just advised that the Auxiliary 
18 on its way over here to join us in this treat.

(At this time the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary entered the 
r°om in a body and were escorted to seats).

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Sisters, we are .very glad to 
^ave you here with us in this rather informal joint session.
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In many public statements I have tried to

I am sure it is a great privilege to be here. I have enjoyed 
the proceedings since I came into the room very much. I have 
had the privilege of speaking to the -Sons of the American Revo
lution. I spoke in April at the National Congress of the Daugh
ters of the American Revolution. I have met with the Grand 
Army of the Republic at many meetings on Memorial and other 
days, and I regret that those meetings will soon just be a sacred 
memory.

Being a veteran of the Spanish-American War I have met 
with many of those organizations, and with organizations of 
The American Legion, but I have never had the privilege of 
speaking to the Sons of Veterans or Auxiliary, and I regard it a 
privilege to be here.

It is a temptation to be reminiscent on occasions like this, 
but 1 have been devoting the last seevn years of my life entirely 
to writing and speaking on the Constitution, so I am going to 
dispense with preliminary. matters and try and say something, 
if. I can, that will at least get you to thinking about the Con
stitution of the United States. I get a little discouraged some
times when I think of the fact that in this generation we boast 
of our great heritage and still the average age of criminals has 
been reduced from thirty-two years to twenty-four years in the 
last fifteen years. We have been putting about 15,000 laws on 
an average on the. statute books for the last twenty years, and 
I like to meet with a gathering like this where I feel there aie 
sentinels on guard at least.

Thoughtful men and women in all walks of life are 
to regard more and more seriously the industrial and govei

slle mani- 
J have an 

so r

FOEty-fourth:

tnid Sister Rokes a little secret 1 had yesterday, and <. 
fXd great interest in it, and said she would like to 
the girls hear this talk that we are about to have, and 
told her I would be glad to have her bring them over.

This is rather an innovation in the proceedings of our En. 
campments. In many public statements I have tried to empha
size the fact that the one thing after all that our fathers vouch 
safed to us.—that one thing which is our real heritage—it' 
nothing other than the continuation of our constitutional union 
There is a revival of interest in the constitution of the United 
-States. Certainly those orders and societies which call them 
selves patriotic should be in the vanguard of this revival.

It is with a very great deal of pleasure that I am about to 
present to you a man who has made a life study of the consti 
tution of the United States, has written several books about it 
and whose work was referred to in articles in The Banner re
cently. He is president of the Constitution Anniversary Asso
ciation; and in times past, has been an assistant United States 
Attorney in Chicago and known personally to some of you.

I deem it a great honor, therefore, to present to you Honor
able Harry F. Atwood, of Chicago, who has become a knight 
errant in behalf of the constitution, and due to whose labor, 
more than to anyone else probably, we have what is known as 
the Constitutional Anniversary Association. (Applause).

ADDRESS BY HARRY F. ATWOOD ON “THE CONSTITU
TION.”
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mental problems that confront not only this 
countries of the entire world.

If you are trying to get a clear concept of the 
of the chaotic conditions in this country and the 
remedy, or the cause of the chaotic conditions i 
country, and the best possible remedy, there is 1U IUV
judgment, that you could do with so great profit as to study 
carefully the discussions that occurred during that period of 
American history while they were evolving the Constitution of 
the United (States and interpreting it, and laying the founda
tions for this Republic.

They were the greatest governmental discussions that have 
ever been held on this earth, and they were the greatest dis
cussions that were ever held at any time on any subject, save 
only that period when Christ taught on earth.

A careful reading of thirty years of American history- 
say fifteen years before the Constitution was written and fifteen 
years afterwards—will throw more light on an understanding 
of the present day governmental problems here or the problems 
of government in any other country than a reading of the entire 
history of the world, leaving out what is termed the critical 
period of American history.

That was the one time in all the history of the world when 
a group of men, through a very careful analysis of all that his
tory and experience could teach, worked out a definite plan that- 
abruptly brought order out of chaos.

It is difficult to realize how little average Americans, even 
university graduates, know of the history of their country or 
the plan of government that was established here under the Con
stitution of the United 'States.

If you were to read through that period of history, you 
would find that the splendid people who came over to these 
shores with their religious ideals and their aspirations for bet
ter things were a good deal such a mob in many ways politi
cally as Russia is today. They tried fruitless experiment after 
fruitless experiment, many of which this generation has been 
fooling with, thinking they were something new.

After years of fruitless experiment and continuous failure, 
they finally reached a condition right here in America under 
which, during the two years before the Constitution was written, 
the mob drove our Congress from Philadelphia into New Jersey, 
Shay’s Rebellion assaulted the court house in the State of 'Massa
chusetts, and that condition was illustrative of the general situa
tion. Money was worth two and a half cents on the dollar and 
We had no credit anywhere. Trade was paralyzed and discipline 
at a low ebb.

George Washington, who was getting to be an old man, and 
had given many years of his life to his country, said to a friend 

his in 1786. the year before the Constitution was written:
. “Unless something is done, I can see nothing ahead but the 
Wack night of anarchy.”

Jn ^at dark night of chaos and despair, fifty-five men met 
‘J Philadelphia and wrote the Constitution. Almost immedi
ately, for the first time in the history of the world governmen-
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tally, light began to come out of darkness, order began to conie 
out of chaos.

Tn ten years we had credit around the world and thoughtful 
mpn and women everywhere were asking the question, “What 
was it that those men did which wrought that mighty change?* 
Ind there followed one hundred years of progress so great that 
there is nothing in the history of the world with which to make 
even an interesting comparison.

Now that is a pretty strong statement, gentlemen, but it 
happens to be true. That was the only time in the history Of 
the world concerning' which a similai statement could truth 
fully be made; and if I should not accomplish anything today 
except to persuade you of that fact, this meeting would be worth 
while, because the American people are an ingenious people and 
when’ they are convinced that it is advisable to know about a 
certain thing, they have the ingenuity to set about getting the 
knowledge and doing what is the thing to do. You know this 
has been an age of strong statements. We have had a lot of 
demagogues going around making extreme statements. We have 
gotten sort of surfeited and we do not pay much attention to 
what we see or read, because we regard much of it as unreliable. 
So just for a moment I am going to put George Washington 
on the witness stand. I am not going to read very much, but 
I am going to read from several letters that he wrote during 
less than two years before the Constitution was written, describ
ing the conditions of this country. You could not describe con
ditions any better in Russia than to take Washington’s letters 
describing this country during a period of less than two 
before the Constitution was adopted.

In the universities and schools where I have spoken I have 
frequently offered a prize of a thousand dollars if anyone would 
find one other time in the history of the world concerning 
which two sets of letters such as I am going to read, from Wash
ington, could be truthfully written showing such a great change 
in condition within a period of six years.

I happen to be connected with the Constitution Anniversary 
Association, the purpose of which is to try to make clear to this 
generation, not only in this country but in other countries, the 
fact that 'September 17, 1787, was the greatest event in American 
history, and ranks second only to the birth of Christ, thatjhere
ington’sJ Birthday0^? t?rva?ic!n of the fourth of July, or Wash- 
Thanksgiving Day hadLit h Birtbda£’ or ,Mem<>rial Day, or 
the Constitution was signed en ’ September 17th> the day 

first ^bulletin Vml'J0 idl?/e honi.e tbe importance of that, in the 
period of less than°H etters yritten by Washington, during the 
on this unit thn 1 years before the Constitution was written 
durimr Ier <Aere 1 took Ietters written by Washington
was writ^n' w d °f ^SS tIlan three years and a half after it 
tions as ho *i?as Just simP!y looking on, describing condi- 
heietoday He did not know w<>uld be meeting
using thnin qc8 01. years from the time he wrote these letters, 

mem as evidence.
temWtbat tbe Constitution was signed Sep- 
before it wVJ'- °ctober 7, 178-5—that is less than two years 

it was signed, Washington wrote to James Warren:
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“The Confederation appears to me to be litti« «
shadow without the substance, and we are descending into “he 
vale of confusion and darkness.” & int0 me

On July 26, 1786, he wrote to William Grayson:
“Be the causes what they may, it is shameful and disgusting
■■Our character as a nation is dwindling; and what it must 

come to, if a change should not soon take’place, oTr enemies 
have foretold; for m truth we seem either not capable or not 
willing to take care oi ourselves.”

On August 1, 1786, he wrote to John Jay, the first Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, as follows:

“Your sentiments, that our affairs are drawing rapidly to a 
crisis accord with my own. What, then, is to be done?”

“Would to God, that wise measures may be taken in time 
to avert the consequences we have but too much reason to appre
hend.”

On November 5, 1786, he wrote to James Madison:
“No day was ever more clouded than the present. We are 

fast verging to anarchy and confusion. How melancholy is the 
reflection. What stronger evidence can be given of the want of 
energy in our government than these disorders? A liberal and 
energetic constitution well-guarded and closely watched to pre
vent encroachments, might restore us.”

On December 26, 1786, he wrote to David Humphreys:
“This thing is so unaccountable, that I hardly know how 

to realize it or to persuade myself that I am not under the illu
sion of a dream.”

On December 26, 1786, he wrote to Henry Knox:
“I feel, my dear General Knox, infinitely more than I can 

express to you, for the disorders, which have arisen in these 
states. Good God! who could have foreseen, or predicted them?”

On February 3, 1787, he again wrote to Henry Knox:
“If any person had told me that there would have been such 

formidable rebellion as exists, I would have thought him a bed
lamite, a fit subject for a madhouse.”

On March 10, 1787, he again wrote to John Jay:
“I would fain try what the wisdom of the proposed conven

tion will suggest; and what can be effected by their counsels.
Shortly after that letter they met in Philadelphia to draw 

up the Constitution. They worked for about four months, on 
September 17, 1787, they signed the Constitution. It took nearly 
a year before it was adopted by the states. Then it took nearly 
a year to set up the government, but within three years they 
had adopted it, set up the government and gotten started, and 
conditions had so changed that Washington wrote to Lafayette 
on June 3, 1790:

“You have doubtless been informed, from time to Ume of 
the happy progress of our affairs.,.T*®seem in a great measure to have been sui mounted A good 
temper prevails among our citizens. Oui go e
happily carried into operation. A funding system is one of the 
subjects which occasions most anxiety and perplexity. Yet our

informed, from time to Hnie^ of 

. A good 
Our government is

Yet our
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been considerably more productive than
I mention this to show the spiritSS they wou“d7e7‘T mention this to show the'spirit^ 

enterprise that prevails.
On July 19, 1791, he wrote to Catherine Macauley Graham-
"I am but just returned from a tour of near 2,000 miles tn 

nerform which took me more than three months. I shall onl° 
further add what I know must give you great pleasure, that tlm 
United States enjoys a scene of prosperity and tranquility uncJ‘ 
the new government, that could hardly have been hoped for.”

On July 20, 1791, he wrote to David Humphreys again:
“Tranquility reigns among the people, with that disposi 

tion towards the general government which is likely to pre- 
serve it.

“Each day’s experience of the government of the United 
•States seems to confirm its establishment.

“Our public credit stands on that high ground which three 
years ago it would have been considered as a species of madness 
to have foretold.”

There are many reasons why this generation should be try
ing to understand the Constitution of the United States. One 
very good reason is that comparatively little is known by the 
average citizen about the Constitution. Another reason is that 
we require public officials before entering public office to take 
an oath to uphold it, and unfortunately there is little under
standing on the part of the average official as to the meaning 
and importance of that oath.

The Constitution was the greatest human achievement since 
Creation and marked the greatest event in the history of the 
world, save only the birth of Christ.

Now in the brief time that I have to discuss a big subject, 
I want, if I can, to make clear three conclusions that were 
reached as a result of the discussions of that period, which this 
generation is ignoring almost in toto. The first one has a good 
deal to do with the other two, and it is the one on which this 
generation of Americans is greatly confused and the people of 
other countries are also confused.

The Constitution of the United States provided for a strictly 
representative government. That phrase of two words means 
little, unfortunately, to this generation. But in the minds of 
the men who wrote the Constitution, on an understanding of 
the meaning and importance of those two words hung much of 
the difference between orderly progress and hopeless chaos.

There has been much talk during recent years about democ
racy, and whatever the people of this generation finally decide 
to do on that question, they ought to do knowing that the men 
who wrote the Constituion and founded this Republic were fear
ful of democracy and said so in language as strong as they7 were 
capable of using.

In order that there may be no misunderstanding about their 
attitude, I shall quote some things that they said.

After the Constitution was written, the three men who " e]e 
regarded as best qualified to interpret the Constitution and pro
vide reasons for its adoption were: Alexander Hamilton, 
at thirty years of age was the outstanding genius of that g
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of mighty men; James Madison, -who kept the records of the 
Convention and was afterwards Secretary of State nml Prie
st of the United States; and John Jay.Vterwanls Ch ef 7£ 
tipe Of the Supreme Court of the United States.

Their discussions were compiled in a work known as “The 
Federalist.’ I have never met a person well informed on the 
subject ot political science who would deny the statement that 
-The Federalist is the greatest governmental discussion in the 
libraries of the world. It contains, so clearly that those who 
run may read, the answers to a very large per cent of the diffi
cult problems that confront this country today or the problems 
that confront any country; yet not one one-hundredth of one 
per cent of the American-born and American educated of this 
generation have ever seen a copy of it.

They took the position that they were establishing here the 
first strictly representative government in history and they 
called it a Republic. They went into a long discussion to show 
why it was improper to speak of other countries as republics. 
Then they came down to a discussion of democracy. Of course, 
you understand in the use of these terms I have not political 
parties in mind at all. There has been little, if any, difference 
between the parties as to that question during recent years.

What they had in mind was that:
A monarchy or autocracy is a government where power is

It creates the kind of condition in 
the world of government that would be created in the field of 
medicine if you were required to engage the services of a doctor 
whose father was your father’s doctor, whether you wanted to 
or not. Hereditary government always results in tyranny and 
final reaction. There has never been an exception.

A republic is a strictly representative government, where 
power is lodged in regularly selected representatives, assuming 
responsibility with proportionate authority to act. It creates 
the kind of condition in the world of government that is created 
in the field of medicine when, in the event of your illness, you 
select a doctor who because of a natural bent and training you 
feel is qualified to treat your ailment. This does not bring a 
perfect condition but it is the best possible that human agency 
can devise. That is the kind of government that was established 
here under the Constitution of the United States, under which 
we made more progress in a hundred years than the world had 
known in all time, and developed more statesmen in the hundred 
years than the world had known in all time.

A democracy is a direct government where the people speak 
a^d act directly. It creates the kind of condition in the world 
pf government that would be created in the world of medicine 

in the event of vour illness, you were to submit to a popular 
yote what medicine vou should take, and then take it regard- 
ess of the consequences. That is the kind of government that 
this generation has been trying to substitute for the of 
government that was established here under the Constitution 
of the United States, and every nation that has ever tried it in 
the history of the world has had a stroke of paralysis.

Those who are talking democracy should turn to The Fed-
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quotations that might be given from the literature of that period 
of history, it is difficult to make clear to the average individual 
either the distinction between representative government and 
direct action, or its importance.

This generation has done little fundamental thinking along 
governmental lines. But I find that by taking some field of 
activity with which we are more familiar, the principles can 
be applied and the point driven home more quickly and 
effectively.

Let us apply the principle of democracy to the great game 
If the people of the United States and the other 

countries of the world knew as much about the Constitution of 
the United States as they know about the rules of baseball, you 
could be just as certain as you are that the law of gravitation 
works, that beginning very soon we would see less and less ot 
such headlines as “Overthrow of Government,” “Fall of Cab
inets,” “Riot,” “Revolution,” '“Inflation,” “Bankruptcy,” “Repu
diation,” and “Chaos,” under which the ’political news of the 
world is largely written today.

Baseball has become the greatest sport in the world. It is 
well financed, its properties are in good condition, and it is 
played in orderly fashion. But we play baseball strictly accoifl
ing to the rules of the game, we select umpires because of then 
knowledge of the rules, and our confidence that they have ti 
moral courage to make decision in accordance with the ru 
of the game regardless of the noise in the bleachers.

‘What would you think of the suggestion that a man be se 
lected umpire who knew little or nothing of the rules o 
game and cared less; but who was a mob phsychologist, ai 
stead of watching the ball or the bases, would look up

1' ORT Y-FOL’ RTII

1 ock themselves what Madison means in Federalist Ser 10 by the following language:
’ that such democracies have ever been

•■Hence it is contention, have ever been found w
eles of turbufe^e J / security or the rights of property, and 
patible with pers a> in tbeir lives as they bave b
have in general been ms . * a republic. by wbich j mean a 
violent in then ue. • scbeme of representation takes place, 
government in J ct and promises the cure for which we
opens a different p great pojnts oE difference between
are seeking. reDUblic are * * *. Hence it clearly appears 
tlmt'the'sMie advantage which a republic has over a democracy

’ * And again in Federalist Number XIV:
, ( ‘ »°n «ppms to owe its rise and prevalence chiefly to ... 

r a republic with a democracy, and applying to confounding ot a l . Eronl the nature of the latter. Thethe former reasonings diawn liom . (

former occasion. playing with words when he wrote the
Was Madison i J federalist at a time when the destiny 

above language into the f eaeiaus clearing
of this country hungin the .“ on which the world 
tremendously impo ‘ . ,sly COnfused during recent

.lb., .nd
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‘Baseball would cease to

“Suppose that the

EXCAMI^IENT

at a dinuei «.1C^ . — w u?nC1 au auaress on the Constitu
tion. ’He knew what I was going to talk about and agreed with 
me that there was nothing under the sun today, outside the 
Bible, that it was so important for this generation to be studying 
and trying to understand as the Constitution of the United 
States. He gave me the impression that he had a very clear 
understanding of the genius and spirit of American institutions 
as conceived here by the authors of the Constitution and foun
ders of the Republic.

Finally, I put this question to him:
“Judge, what would happen to the game of baseball if the 

states should enact a statute and begin enforcing it providing 
that in all the ball games that we play in the future, one of the 
rulings of the umpire should be referred to the bleachers for 
decision?”

He thought a moment and replied, 
be a sport in six months.”

I then followed with

cnectators and tn' to make his decisions in accord with what 
He interpreted to be the desire of the bleachers?

It was my good fortune to sit beside a gentleman (who had 
served for twenty years on the Federal bench and who had 
handed down several important decisions on the Constitution) 

dinner where I was to deliver an address c.. ' *
•He knew what I was going to talk about and

this question:
states should enact a law today and begin enforcing it tomor
row, providing that in all the ball games that they tried to play 
in the future, all of the rulings of the umpire should be referred 
to the bleachers for decision. What would happen to baseball?” 

He scratched his chin a moment and replied: ‘We would 
never play another game. There would be just one meeting at 
each ball park, much mob-mindedness, class consciousness, riot, 
revolution, destruction of property, bloodshed and probably some 
murder, and after several hours of fruitless effort without play
ing a game, those who were still physically able would leave 
that ball park, realizing that it would be a waste of time to 
meet there again while that law was on the statute books and 
being enforced.”

Now, that would be the simple process of democratizing 
baseball, and it is not an overdrawn illustration.

Almost daily we hear the question, “Why is it that there is 
such a dearth of statesmen? We have more schools and colleges 
and universities and libraries, more experience in history from 
Much to observe, yet we don’t seem to be turning them out.

The answer to that question is simple. How many sur
geons would we have in twenty years if we should begin passing 
aws Providing that after a surgeon has made a diagnosis of a 

tnv6, before performing the operation it would be necessary to 
Ke a popular vote as to where the operation should be per-

How many engineers would we have if after being 
^ected and provided with blueprints and plans they were re- 
vote?^ t0 submit questions involved in construction to popular 

vnn ?ake an-v field of human endeavor, and the moment that 
an lrJtrod^-e the element of democracy, orderly progress ceases 
ihiLChaos ^ns, and it becomes impossible to produce great 

^ers or great leaders.
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Notwithstanding all this, along toward the latter part nr 
century we began applauding and approving and »i Vhe 

o public office superficial, hypocritical demagogues who eCt.Ing 
out equipment of information or background of history 7th" 
and down this country advocating such heresies and nZ ‘ Up 
and fallacies as direct primaries, the initiative, the referenda"18 
the recall, and the recall ot judicial decisions. ienaum,

This generation accepted those things as though thev 
something new come to bring the milleninum to the first 
only successful government that history had ever known 
realizing that they were as old as Methuselah, that thev 
their part in the downfall of Greece and Rome, and p--* a- 
were the method of the trial of Christ.

Frequently you hear ministers and demogogues i 
ing the trial of Christ, denounce Pontius Pilate. But wiiat’ 
the Scriptures show? The crowd, incited by false lca,d«r 
and without warrant of law or authority, took the initiative am 
seized Jesus, brought Him before Pilate, and preferred fakn 
charges against Him. se

Pilate, acting as a representative, inquired from what coun 
try He came, and was informed that He was a Galilean. Pilate 
said: “He is in the jurisdiction of Herod,” and sent Him to 
Herod. Herod made an examination and returned Jesus, inno
cent, to Pilate. Pilate then made an examination of the evi
dence and said: “I find no fault in this man. What shall we 
do?” They sought a referendum and cried, “Crucify Him and 
release Barabbas, the criminal.” And again Pilate said, “I find 
no fault in this man; I find no truth in your charges.” But the 
judicial recall was permitted and the result was the crucifixion 
of an innocent person and the release of a criminal.

These matters were discussed in the Constitutional Con
vention. The recall of Congressmen was suggested. The men 
who wrote the Constitution were unwilling that a trial should 
be started on the street corner by the hysterical statements of 
demagogues, but provided that if officials were guilty of mal
feasance in office or treason, they should be tried before a regu
larly constituted tribunal on the law and the evidence, with 
opportunity for defense.

There were men in the Constitutional Convention who re
fused to sign, because they wanted to write into the Constitution 
some things which fortunately were not incorporated. At one 
point in the discussion, one of the members said in substance.

“Unless you write into this Constitution some popular 
fallacies to fool and please the people, your Constitution wi 
never be adopted.”

Up to that moment Washington had taken no part i n ^fe 
deliberations of the Convention. But when he heard that tnre* 
he said in tones of suppressed emotion:

“It is too probable that no plan we propose will be adop 
perhaps another dreadful conflict is to be sustainej10W 
please the people, we offer what we ourselves disappi >■ r(|
can we afterwards defend our work Let us raise a (jie 
to which the wise and honest can repair. The event 
hands of God.” . rtai

Professor Fiske has well said that that brief but ini'

in discuss-
—t do 

leadership
seized Jesus, brought Him before Pilate, and preferred
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courage replying to

great statesmen.

EXCAMl’Mb'N'r

speech ought to he blazoned in letters of gold and posted on the

There was a note of statesmanship and 
the appeal of demagogism and expediency.

The point that every American should have in mind before 
encouraging further departures from representative government 
toward direct action is that no such thing was contemplated in 
the plan of the Constitution, and that up to recent years we con
templated no such thing as submitting questions direct.

During the hundred years that we conformed quite closely 
to the plan of representative government, we made orderly 
progress unparalleled in history and developed great leaders and 
great statesmen. Since drifting from representative govern
ment toward direct action, conditions have grown more chaotic 
and demagogues more numerous.

Here is a fundamental truth of which the authors of the 
Constitution and the founders of this Republic had a very clear 
understanding, and which this generation of Americans seems 
carelessly to overlook.

In the great plan of things, Providence placed a tremendous 
responsibility upon a wise exercise of the law of selection. 
Whether it be getting married, the planting of seed, the per
formance of an operation, a piece of constructive work of any 
kind, oi- the administration of government, success depends upon 
exercising wisely the law of selection, fixing responsibility, and 
conferring authority.

The men who wrote the Constitution and founded this Re
public fixed individual property rights more securely than they 
had ever been fixed before, and they did it intentionally. They 
sought to avoid the dangers of both feudalism and socialism.

A common interrogation of demagogues and agitators today 
is, ‘Are you going to put the dollar above the man? Is money 
more sacred than humanity? ” Meaningless platitudes, which 
seek to appeal to emotion, prejudice and passion.

The men who founded this Republic had a very normal and 
sane estimate of the value of both man and humanity. But they 
had studied human nature in its relation to property and had 
found that when an individual becomes careless with reference 
to property rights, the next step is to be indifferent to personal 
safety. In other words, you never heard of an individual who 
was ready to touch a match to a building, that wasted . very 
much time looking around to see if there was someone inside 
who might be burned up.

They knew that to make the individual safe, you must make 
Property rights secure, and we should bear in mind that durmo 
fhe one hundred years while we were rising from obscurity, 
after many years of failure, to the leading place among: the 
nations of the world, there was little or no talk in this countij 
°f communism, or socialism, or government ownership.
n They are old doctrines, and they have neve^.y,^edn^1 
anywhere as a permanent plan of operation Witl out them 
We built up here the most remarkable industrial institutions
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public came nearer the avoidance of class consciousness than Ke' 
before. They believed in individual responsibility for indivi i 
conduct and reward in proportion as the individual developed 
regi me‘ we developed here the, greatest race of men amf women 

synonymous with 
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the world has ever known, and during that time, while 
tions were far from perfect, it can be truly said that thn 
clay for labor in this country was better than the best L’r1 
labor in any other country. Qay for

We should strive continuously to improve industrial 
tions, but we should not destroy the fundamental t‘ 
contributed to our progress, or substitute the discards 
ages.

The men who wrote the Constitution and founded 

before. They believed in individual responsibilityfoV 

capacity for service and character to be trusted, 

the world over knew, and made this Republic 
the phrase “Land of Opportunity.”

Until recent years, you i 
“classes” in conversation or public address, 
scarcely attend a convention or conference of 
hearing such phrases as /‘the classes and the 
and capital,” etc.

When James Garfield was driving mules on the tow path 
of a canal, while walking along behind the mules, he would say 
to himself:

“This is a land of opportunity, and if I drive these 
well and take good care of them someone will get his 
and I will get a better job.”

When the day was over, he and his mother would spend 
the evening reading the history of this country and other coun
tries, the Constitution of the 'United (States, lives of Washing
ton, Hamilton, Franklin, Marshall and Webster; then a little of 
Shakespeare, Tennyson and Longfellow to improve his English 
style, and close with a chapter of the Bible. The next day, while 
driving his mules, he would be saying to himself, “I know a 
little more today than I did yesterday. If I keep on filling my 
mind and strengthening my character, I will get a. better job. I 
may be a school teacher some day, and if I make a good school 
teacher, they may make me a college president. If I make a 
good college president, they may send me to the United States 
Senate. (At that time intelligence was a qualification for the 
Senate—not a bar). If I make a good Senator, they may make 
me President”—and they did. But a “class conscious” man soon 
assassinated him.

If conditions were as they are now, there would scarcely 
have been a day but some so-called humane worker or profe»* 
sional agitator or -walking delegate would have approached him 
with some such suggestion as this: “Now, Garfield, you al® ‘ 
mule driver. Your father was a mule driver, your grandiaui^ 
drove mules, your children are going to be mule drivar.s’k‘ 
you ought to get the mule driving consciousness and tmn* 
terms of mules and mule drivers. We hear that you aje•. l0
ing nights under great difficulties, and think you are ° ®jon. 
play a part in the discussion of the problems of your go < OI1 
You poor, penniless mule driver, cut it all out, and g ur 
the street corners nights and talk about the difficul i
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young men

quite general acceptance of the fallacy that there are two sides

life, and get the dJ’lv®rs together and get them organized 

£ In «
for mule drivers.

Wouldn’t that have been an inspiration to the young men 
of the following generations? Wouldn’t it have given Garfield 
a great place in history if he had followed that advice9 Yet 
that is exactly what this generation is substituting for the finest 
heritage of individual responsibility for individual conduct that 
was ever bequeathed to a thoughtless and unappreciative people.

If I were trying to put my finger on the real disease of this 
generation—I call it Americanitis—I would say that it was the' 

to every question.
We have almost come to regard a person as highly intel

lectual who, in a. superior manner, makes the assertion: “I am 
a very broad-minded person, very liberal in my views, and I 
recognize that there are two sides to every question.”

That is a very neat little speech and much easier to make 
than it is to dig down and find out enough about a question to 
have soiiie real convictions and conclusions upon it.

I was recently introduced to an open forum audience, where 
discussion was to follow, by a very tactful chairman who said: 
"We may hear some things tonight with which some of us dis
agree, but we can console ourselves with the thought that there 
are two sides to every question.”

After I had spoken a few minutes, and made several con
vincing points, I said: "Since the chairman is suffering from 
this modern disease of Americanitis, that there are two sides 
to every question, I want to submit some questions to him, on 
which to state the two sides; but before doing so, I want to 
make this general observation, an understanding of which is 
tremendously needed in the reasoning processes of this genera
tion: There is no progress in any field of endeavor—science, 
philosophy, government, industry or religion—except in so far 
as you cover ground where there ceases to be two sides, and 
then you use the proven ground as a basis upon which to reach 
further accurate conclusions through experiment.”

I then submitted the following questions for the chairman 
to state the two sides Is ice cold? Is fire warm? Can you 
have learned, through your own experience—as some children, 
insist upon doing—or through accepting the experience of other 
People, which is frequently the better way, that if you put your 
finger in the fire you will burn it, and then be so broad-minded 
and liberal in your views as to agree with someone who says. 
If you put your finger in the fire you will not burn it? Does 

the law of gravitation work? Do 2 and 2 make 4, and if there 
*re any two sides to that question, how are you going to prove 
that 4 and 4 make 8, how are you going to compute your groceiy 
y11] or bank balance, build a sky scraper, span a river, or com
pete the distances between the stars? Does c-a-t spell cat. I 
there are any two sides to that question, how are you going to 
^n-y on a conversation, write a letter, publish a newspaper• or 
})llnt a book? The chairman showed no inclination to enter 
Ule discussion.
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stitution that made for a well balanced government 
orderly progress.
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In ins great uook, uusm auu vrowui of the Cotw 
tution” Hannis Taylor says: 1SU'

“During the first eleven years of its existence, the latent 
powers of the Supreme Court were in eclipse. u

“At the end of that time, on January 2, 1801, after his 
appointment, Chief Justice Jay wrote to President Adams- 
left the bench perfectly convinced that under a system so do 
fective it would not obtain the energy, weight, and dignify which 
was essential to its affording due support to the national govern
ment; nor acquire the public confidence and respect which, as a 
last resort of the justice of the nation it should possess. Hence 
I am induced to doubt both the propriety and expediency of my 
returning to the bench under the present system.’

“That despairing cry with which Jay abandoned our federal 
judicial system as impotent was a bugle-call to John Marshall, 
who, on February 4, 1801, the day of the first meeting of the 
Court in the permanent capital of the nation, took his p’lace for 
the first time as Chief Justice, and as such sat in the midst of 
six associates for thirty-four years. From a careful estimate of 
the amount of work done by the court during that period it ap
pears that of eleven hundred and six opinions filed, five hundred 
and nineteen were delivered by Marshall, the remainder being 
equally divided among the fifteen who were from time to time 
his associates. Of the sixty-two decisions delivered upon con
stitutional questions from 1801 to 1835, thirty-six were 'Mar
shall’s. At the moment of his accession the time was ripe for 
the advent of a jurist and statesman clear visioned enough io 
sweep the entire horizon of federal power, and bold enough to 
press each element of it to its logical conclusion.”

If the judges and lawyers and so-called educators and public 
men of this country could be induced to read and study the 
decisions of John Marshall, it would greatly strengthen then- 
understanding and in my judgment would lessen the assaui is 
that are being made upon that anchor of safety,—the Supre 
Court of the United 'States.

Now, if I were to pass slips of paper and pencils 
this audience and submit to you this question: “Enumen 
results in the World War that you regard as adequate 
great sacrifice which was made,” I imagine most of y? were 
be doing more thinking than writing. I know I would jgce 
sitting there. Yet there was never a great, hones ~reat cor- 
made by mankind but that ultimately there followed as the 
responding benefit, and I am hoping, that as we contemi

forty-fourth

> mean that there are no questions on which does not mean are nQ problems unsolved that
two sides, or t experinient; but it does mean that 
be solved thio J, application of well-established 

md fundamental principles, and not throne the

This 
there are 
must yet —*
progress is Iundamentai principles, and not through 
conclusions and tun0 °£ bygone ageg as new> by U?ose who 
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sions by the men who laid the foundation of this Republic fa
miliar as they were with every government that history 'had 
known and with its successes and its failures.

If we could begin to set this Republic in harmony with the 
original plan and purpose of the Constitution, and help other 
nations to understand it, this generation might yet go on and on 
toward a greater period of progress than the world has ever 
known.

You know it was frequently said during the late war that 
our boys were soft, that they wouldn’t fight as did the men of 
former generations, but when the issue was made clear and they 
knew what must be done they became the best army the world 
ever knew.

The people of this generation seem to lack leadership, seem 
to lack capacity to study and investigate and learn from history 
and experience in government, but if they could be led into an 
understanding of the issues of today their conduct might yet be 
happily surprising as was that of the boys during the late war.

There were some great scenes in that Constitutional Con
vention which should serve as an inspiration to this generation 
—more great scenes than have occurred in any other period of 
history save only that period when Christ was on earth.

It is difficult to arouse the. people of this generation from 
their state of mental coma to an attitude of mind where they 
will take the trouble and pains to study the Constitution and 
that period of history which makes clear in large measure the 
secret of the greatness of this Republic.

Those men went down to Philadelphia when we didn’t have 
any Pullman palace cars or railroad trains. They went by 
stage coach and walked part way, and they worked diligently 
for five weeks without writing a word or a sentence, so anxious 
were they to excel in thought and expression.

Is it any wonder that the Preamble to the Constitution is 
the finest statement of purpose in print outside the Bible?

Finally, on the last morning of the fifth week, in the midst 
of a very heated discussion—[Thank God, they had heated dis
cussions in those days. ’Sometimes the truth flashes forth from 
the white heat of discussion. There will have to be heated dis
cussion before the momentous local and world problems of this 
generation are worked out]—they were about to adjourn and 
abandon the great purpose for which they had met, when George 
Washington, who knew what a tragedy it would be if word 
went out that they had failed, who knew how difficult it would be 
to get such a body of great men together again, with his face 
white with anxiety looked down at Benjamin Franklin, who was 
sitting there as a delegate, working for posterity at eighty-one 
years of age, and he hoped that some thought would occur to 
that old philosopher that would make it possible to hold those 
men together.

.Franklin arose and, addressing Washington in the chair, 
said;
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“In this situation of this assembly, groping, as it WP1 
the dark to find political truth, and scarcely able to distin 
it when presented to us, how has it happened, sir, that 
not hitherto once thought of humbly applying to the I 
Light to illuminate our understandings? I have lived" 
long time, and the longer I live the more convincing ’ 
see of this truth, that God governs in the affairs of 
if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His 
nrobable that an empire can arise without His aid? We f? 1V 
been assured, sir, in the -Sacred Writings, that ‘except the ■ i 
build the house, they labor in vain that build it.’ I firniiv h 
lieve this; and I also believe that without His concur; y De’ 
we shall succeed in this political building no better" than 
builders of Babel.”

And he went on and on, enriching the literature of the won 1 
[If I had my way, not a boy or a girl would get a diploma from 
the eighth grade, to say nothing of high school or college white 
the government is paying the expense, until they could’ recite 
that address of Franklin’s, the one I quoted from Washington 
the Constitution itself, and a lot of other things that occurred 
there. That is where they made one hundred per cent Ameri
cans and you cannot make one hundred per cent Americans 
without teaching them some of those doctrines.] From that 
time, they began to make progress in the framing and adoption 
of that fame-crowned old document.

When it was one hundred years old and the American peo
ple still regarded with intelligent appreciation its sterling 
worth, we observed its centennial at Philadelphia, and invited 
to that meeting the distinguished men and women of this and 
foreign countries. Some say it was the greatest meeting of dis
tinguished men and women that has ever assembled.

Among others, they invited William E. Gladstone, who 
served fifty-five years in the public life of Great Britain, which 
gave him unusual opportunity for observation and understand
ing. When he cabled his reply, he said:

“I regret that I cannot come. iSo far as I can see, that Con
stitution was the greatest piece of work ever struck off at a 
given time by the brain and purpose of man.”

• That is saying that it was greater than the ten digits on 
which mathematics are based, greater than the alphabet, which 
is the foundation of language, greater than the scale of music, 
greater than the discovery of electricity, greater than any or 
all the inventions, because they are the products of the human 
mind, and Gladstone said the Constitution was the greatest work 
ever struck off by the brain and purpose of man.

And it was, and thoroughly understood, would do all for 
government in working out problems that these various stana- 
ards do in the different fields of activity where they serve as 
basis.

There was just one man living at the time who seemed to 
understand this. I doubt if the men who wrote the Cons i 
fully appreciated the great contribution that they were na 
to civilization. People who do great things seldom k 
The man who seemed best to understand its tremenao j 
was William Pitt. William Pitt was Prime Minister ot
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million dollars to a

the mob and follow the crowd which has been too much the 
ideal of this generation and has determined too largely the 
popularity of public men and has had much to do with substi
tuting demagogues for statesmen. Unfortunately, public men 
have been popular in this generation, not in proportion as they 
understood their oaths to uphold the Constitution of the United 
States, but in proportion as they could assault its plan and pur
pose in various ways. When he read our Constitution, William 
Pitt said: “It will be the wonder and admiration of all future 
generations and the model of all future constitutions.”

What a blessing it would be to this Republic and to the 
world, if this generation would begin to work earnestly to make 
that marvelous prophecy of William Pitt come true!

In conclusion, I would like to refer to the closing scene of 
that Convention. They not only worked the five weeks during 
which they did not write a word, but they worked for months, 
and finally the document was completed and ready for signature.

Franklin, who had given us the printing press, told us more 
about electricity than we knew up to that time, and started the 
publication of the -Saturday Evening Post, felt that his partici
pation in the framing of the Constitution was by far the most 
important work of his useful and eventful life.

Franklin was very anxious and because of the numerous 
objections made by those who refused to sign, he feared lest 
there might not be a spfficient number to approve the Consti
tution, to submit it to the States for their ratification. And 
when they began to sign, he kept tab, and when he saw the 
man sign whose name made a sufficient number to submit the 
Constitution to the States in convention assembled for ratifica
tion. his eighty-two year old wrinkled face broke into a smile. 
He nudged a friend near him and said:

‘'Often and often, in the course of the sessions of this con
vention, and the vicissitudes of my hopes and fears as to its 
issue, I have looked at that painted sun back of Washington’s 
chair, and wondered what it meant. They tell me that an artist 
has great difficulty in making a distinction between a rising 
and a setting sun, but now at length I have the happiness to 
know that it is a rising and not a setting sun.”

My fellow Americans, it -was a rising sun, and it came to be 
the brightest and the grandest sun in the galaxy of nations. It 
has blessed your sires and mine, it has blessed you and me, and 
it would bless and guard our children if we would but preserve 
it and pass it on unimpaired.

Personally, I would rather leave my child penniless, know- 
jng that that Constitution would be secure in the minds and 
hearts of the American people, than to leave a million dollais, 
knowing that that Constitution was to be spat upon with the 
contempt, indifference, and ignorance that it has received at the 
lands of this generation.

It didn’t mean very much to leave a
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child in Russia, after they established a "democracy ” 
meant that the money would be seized and the child 
murdered for having it.

The Constitution radiated the rays of life and hon 
progress over all the world, and has within it, when undpro/1”1 
the answers to many of the different problems of other S°.o<1'

But if we want it to continue to be a rising sun and i > 
want it to go into eclipse as other nations have done 
have to be true to that anchor of faith, we will have to be i , 
to that Ark of the Covenant, and if we are not and we contin a 
this drift from representative government toward direct aeti 
from individual property rights toward communistic, socialkr 
and government ownership tendencies, from individual resnnn 
sibility for individual conduct toward class consciousness ch*’ 
action, and class legislation; I say, if we continue that drift w! 
will go the way that other nations have gone which have been 
without anchor of faith or Ark of the Covenant.

Representative government, individual property rights 
dividual responsibility for individual conduct, provde the * 
ernmental bases for orderly progress.

Direct action, paternalistic tendencies, class consciousness, 
class agitation, and class legislation are the certain road to hope
less chaos.

‘Edmund Burke once said:
“Civilization is a contract between the great dead, the living 

and the unborn.”
The great dead kept their contract faithfully with us and 

bequeathed to us a mighty heritage. It is for this generation io 
answer the question, are we keeping our contract with the un
born as faithfully as the great dead kept theirs with us? (Ap
plause).

Commander-in-'Chief Coffin: I am certain that we have all 
enjoyed listening to Mr. Atwood. I ain convinced also that we 
will realize more tomorrow than we do today, and more the next 
day as we think about what he has told us, what it means, be
cause in the vernacular, he has said a mouthful, and it wiil 
probably take us a little bit longer to swallow it than it did 
him tp.-pronounce it. But we will get it.

•Will the meeting adjourn at this time?
Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon: I have been a membey 

of this organization for thirty-nine years. I have been to thn > 
four National Encampments, and this is the first Encampment 
that I have seen so much time wasted. We have had three s 
sions and not one thing accomplished.

Now, gentlemen, I have enjoyed this afternoon the relJ^r^ 
of Mr. Atwood which have been wonderful; but we have 8 
accomplish some business. We can’t do it tomorrow mo Dj

. We must have a night session of at least an hour or tw » rt
I move that from now on there be no interruptions ot a - 
or kind, and that we adjourn until 7:30 tonight. r.ge

Division Commander D. B. Bowley, of California. d 
to a point of order. I have got very good ears, and I u . terrup- 
Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon, that there be no
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I move that this Encampment recess until 7:30 this even-

I

I

T think when the motion is stated before the Encamp- 
should be stated as moved and seconded.

It is the opinion of the chair 
The motion is that we

EjiCAMP’u!N'r

lions.
nient it

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: 
that the motion is erroneously stated, 
adojurn to meet again at 7:3D.

Division Commander D. B. Bowley, of California: “No more 
interruptions.” That is the point I want to bring out.

Past Division Commander Michael Crowley, of New Hamp
shire: I move that this Encampment recess until 7:30 this even
ing.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon: I second the motion.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: It has been moved and sec

onded that this Encampment take a recess until 7:30 this even
ing. All those in favor of the motion say “Aye,” and those op
posed “No.” The ayes have it. The motion is carried.
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WEDNESDAY EVENING SESSION
7:30 o’clock.

Vocational School Auditorium.
September 1, 1925.

The Encampment was convened pursuant to adjournment 
Commander-in-Chief William M Coffin, presiding.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Are there any committee re 
ports ready? Is the chairman of the Committee on Officers’ Re
ports here? The Chair has been informed that no committee is 
ready to report save possibly that on Officers’ Reports.

Division Commander Frederic A. Godcharles, of Pennsyl
vania: The Committee on Officers’ Reports is ready with his 
report; the report is signed by every member of the committee, 
and Past Commander-in-Chief Russell has that report, and he 
possibly will be a little late in getting here this evening; but 
the report is ready.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I understand the Committee on 
the Harding Memorial is ready to submit report. Brother 
Speelman is recognized.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HARDING MEMORIAL FUND.

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: (Reading):
Washington, D. C., August 31, 1925.

To the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment, Commandery-in-Chief, 
■Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.:
Under authority of the Forty-third Annual Encampment, 

Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., I respectfully 
report the following amounts contributed to the Harding Memo
rial Fund by members of the Order from the Divisions indicated 
since the adjourment at Boston, August 14, 1924:

NEW HAMPSHIRE DIVISION.
Mr. Frank R. Challis, 15 Pleasant St., Manchester, N. H.. .$ 1-00

ILLINOIS DIVISION.
Camp No. 10, Canton, Ill...............
Camp No. 39, Princeton, Ill............
Camp No. 8, Chicago, Ill.................
Camp No. 31, Moline, Ill.................
Camp No. 1, Chicago, Ill.................
A. Nixon, Commander, Camp No. 1
Will F. Jenkins, Camp No. 1........
B. K. Nixon, Camp No. 1............
Julius Jenkins, Camp No. 1 .... 
Harry A. Jenkins, Camp No. 1.. 
George W. Jenkins, Camp No. 1 
Eugene Jenkins, Camp No. 1....
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$22.00

$ 8.80

$ 6.00

i Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: As a 
committee I wish to verify that statement.

, a member of that 
The committee had

$ 10.00
5.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
1-00

committee continued, 
and those opposed, no.

I might say that the report of money contributed at Boston 
was turned over to Secretary Mellon, and the check was per
sonally turned over by me.

The chairman of the New Jersey committee said that they 
had contributed $100 to this fund, and their Division would 
probably want to pay it in installments.

Past Commander-in-Chief 'Sherman: T move you that the 
report of the committee be accepted and the committee con
tinued.

Past Commander-in-Chief ‘Sheldon:
Commander-in-Chief Coffin:

Missouri division
Maj- Leo Rassieur Camp No. 4, St. Louis Mo 
William 'Schumacher  ’ 1Vi0-
William B. Schaar ..................... . . ’^..............
William Wiedmer 
Alfred Moeses '
William G. Helm ’ ’ ‘ ‘ ’.........”

MICHIGAN DIVISION.
Austin Blair Camp No. 7, Jackson, Michigan 

NEW JERSEY DIVISION
Christian Woerner Camp No. 1, Weehawken, N. J.

Grand Total  o......................................... ..
These different amounts have been transmitted to Honorable 

Andrew W. Alelion. Treasurer of the Harding Memorial Assoeia- 
tion, with request that certificates of membership be issued as 
requested by the contributors.

An itemized statement showing names of Divisions, Camps 
or Individual Members, as the case may be, is herewith attached.

Fr aterna 11 y subinitted,
HARLEY V. SPEELMAN, 

Committee on Harding Memorial Fund.

T second the motion.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: It has been moved and sec

onded that the report of the committee be accepted and the
- All those in favor of the motion say aye, 

The motion is carried.
Are there any other committees ready to report?
Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: c?m®?n^eor„in5ht!,V’ 

may I inquire what committee chairmen are in this hall at tnis 
time?
, Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The chairma?b?fP^em?t°^ 
tee on Resolutions is here. The chairman of the Committeon 
Constitution and Regulations is not here. Tlie. afternoon ses- 
eommittee spoke to the chair at the close of the aftein?on se 
sion and said definitely that he would not be ready to ieport 
until tomorrow.

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman.
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session this afternoon and adjourned

possible to

objection
part of the original

a

The motion made by 
not seconded prior to

tomorrow

I understand the 
J room. chair- 

that

forty-1OURT1i

That is correct.
Is it not

one .
morning at 9:00 o'clock.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: I 
man of the Committee on Resolutions is in the 
correct?

Commander-in-Chief Coffin:
Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: 

have a partial report from that committee?
Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: I would be only too 

glad to comply with the request of Brother Sautter. I went to 
work with the other members of that committee at 2:00 o’clock 
this afternoon. We remained in session until 4:00 o’clock. I 
then went down to the hotel and dictated the report to the 
stenographer, and it is in the making, and she has promised to 
give it to me tomorrow morning by 9:00 o’clock. I missed all 
of the session this afternoon working on that committee. I am 
not prepared to make any report at this time.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: I only desire to express 
the hope that the stenographer will have the report ready by 
9:00 o’clock tomorrow morning.

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: Commander-in-Chief, 
as a noted statesman at one time said, “What are we here for?”’ 
If no committee is ready to report it seems to me that the sen
sible thing to do would be to take a recss until 9:00 o’clock to
morrow morning. The different committees I know have been 
working hard today and will probably be ready to report at the 
9:00 o’clock session. If I am in order I move that the Encamp
ment take a recss until 9:00 o’clock tomorrow morning.

I second the motion.
I would like to offer

to meet

Past Commander-in-Chief (Sherman:
Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: 

this motion, that we recess until 9:30 tomorrow morning, and 
that we then remain in continuous session without interruption 
until we complete the business of this Encampment.

(The motion was duly seconded).
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: A motion was offered and has 

been duly seconded that the Encampment recess until tomor
row morning at 9:00 o’clock.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: 
Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman was  
the making of my motion which was seconded.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: I would think it would be 
proper to consider your motion as an amendment.

Past Commander-in-Chief 'Speelman: I have no 
to the amendment, and I would accept it as a i 
motion.

Past Division Commander George E. Cogshall, of Michigan: 
Aren’t you going to get in some confusion that will put 
the same position you are in tonight? Your -program says iv-u 
o’clock. You made an adjournment this afternoon to an eve » 
session after two-thirds of the body had left. They knew no 
mg of it. There was no way of notifying them. They sl11^ j. 
when you adjourned that you were through. But you t . 
journed to an evening session with two-thirds of your boc.
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of your

of Pennsyl-

was taken

1

ing- 
more, 
morning. -
were not here tonight, and who

Commander-in-Chief Coffin:
the question by stating that the" officialrhe chair would like to answer 
Thursday morning session at 9:30. P'ogram calls for the 

■Before putting the motion the chair would like to inquire 
of getting any business 
us whether or not the 

coming to this session? ' was thinking of
Division Commander Frederic A. Godcharles, of Pennsyl

vania: I think he could not present his report at this session 
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: Does the gentleman who'of

fered the motion to adjourn insist that it be put at this time’ 
Past Commander-in-Chief ISautter: f have no objection to

whether or not there is any probability 
before this session? Can anyone inform uo WI1 
chairman of the Committee on Officers’ Reports

that we proceed further this evening, 
thing for us to do would be to take 
is going to delay matters at all.

(Calls of “The question” from the floor).
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The question is called for on 

the motion before the house, which is that the Encampment do 
now recess until 9:30 tomorrow morning, and that we then re
main in session without intermission until the business of the 
Encampment is completed/

All in favor of the nlotion say aye, and those opposed no. 
The ayes appear to have it. The ayes have it. The Encamp
ment is now in recess until 9:30 tomorrow morning.

Past Commander-in-Chief ISautter: I 
sitting here and waiting until 11:00 o’clock.

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: In view of what 
Brother Cogshall has said, it would hardly seem fair to those 
who were not here this afternoon when this action 

It seems to me the wise 
a recess. I do not think it
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committee for consideration.
2 r~-

eommittee

1.  
cerning the establishment of -  
volving the constitution and regulations,

9:3’0 o’clock
Vocational School Auditorium.

September 3, 1925.
The Encampment was opened in due and regular form, the 

Commander-in-Chief, 'William M. Coffin, presiding.
Commander-in-Chief: Is the Committee on Officers Reports 

ready? The chair recognizes Past Commander-in-Chief Russell.
Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: I move you that as the 

paragraphs are read concerning recommendations that unless 
there be objection, each one be adopted as read.

The inotiop was duly seconded, put by the Commander-in- 
Chief and carried.

The report was then read section by section, and no objec
tion was made to any part thereof, and on motion by Past Coin- 
mandcr-in-Chief Russell, duly seconded, and put by the Com
mander-in-Chief and carried, the report was adopted as follows:

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS.

The recommendation relating to the appointment of a 
011 Patriotic Education is approved, and referred to 

the incoming Commander-in-Chief with the suggestion that the 
Patriotic Instructor appointed be ex-officio chairman of such 
committee.

3. We, as an organization, are committed to the idea of a

Grand Rapids, Mich., Sept. 3, 1925.
To the Forty-fourth Annual Encampment of the Commandery- 
in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. iS. A:

We, your Committee on Officers’ Reports and distribution of 
work, desire to submit the following report:

The reports of our officials are of the usual high order, and 
are indicative of the zeal and devotion that has characterized 
the present administration throughout the year. Too much 
cannot be said in commendation of the very full and complete 
report of Commander-in-Chief Coffin in analysis of the condi
tion and State of the Order. The activity displayed, the interest 
shown and the experience obtained by him has eminently quali
fied him to speak advisedly concerning these matters of vital 
interest to the future of the Sons of Veterans. The member
ship of the Order will do well to study it with care.

The recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief con- 
a Council of Administration, in- 

, was referred to that
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be 
the

the
our

eScamJ’mbNT

,.Anal Memorial, to the Grand Army of the RPnnhi?A •
of a building at the Capitol City, and in harmony with 

f0 “mander-in-Cluef, we commend the plan to thTnL th 
C-fh the hoPe that a united effort of the kindred soeietLagain 
" had to bring about the desired results. societies may 
be 4 With reference to the recommendation that nrrwui™ 

made for an escort to the Grand Army of the Republic 
National Encampments, we concur in the idea, and recom 

nend that the several Commanders-in-Chief hereafter i~t 
the Division entertaining the Encampment from time to tinm^ 
provide at its expense, such escort, relying upon devotion to the 
Grand Army to accomplish the purpose, as long as it may be 
necessary.

5. Believing that we cannot have too many special davs 
observed by our Order, as well as by the public generally on 
which patriotism and devotion to the principles and ideals of 
the republic are taught, we approve the recommendation of the 
Commander-in-Chief lor the addition to our present list of such 
occasions, Flag Day, and Constitution Day.

6. As the recommendation for the establishment of a na
tional endowment fund involves a change in the constitution and 
regulations, it was referred to that committee. We, however, 
heartily approve the suggestion for such a fund, and trust the 
time may soon come when we can point with satisfaction to the 
possession of a substantial endowment as a basis for permanent 
growth.

7. The recommendation for an increase in the per capita 
tax was referred to the Council-in-Chief.

8. The recommendation regarding a contribution to the 
Grand Army of the Republic and for the maintenance of its 
headquarters by our Order, was also referred to the Council-in- 
Chief, as being particularly within the province of that body 
for consideration and recommendation.

9. The suggestion of the Commander-in-Chief that the law 
be amended to restore the provision for suspension and reinstate
ment of members, met the approval of your committee and was 
referred to the Committee on Constitution and Regulations to 
report such necessary proposed legislation.

10. We join in the suggestion of the Commander-in-Chief 
that The Banner be made a generally more interesting organ to 
the membership at large, and while realizing the difficulties ex
Press the hope that it may be possible to reach this ideal in 
greater measure.

11. We concur in the recommendation of the Commandei 
in-Chief concerning the bonds of Division Commanders. . 
p 12. We concur in the decisions of Co“^anS 
Coffin, in the matter of discipline and the law of the orae .

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Hall, andn jn^i.
^ander-in-Chief Markle have submitted splendid lepoits 
catinS a commendable zeal and marked ability.
conn eCretary‘Treasurer Hammer, a? ?®Uakllgimeportant position. 
For \Se reP°rt of the activities oi his all po office and 
each tWenty years Brother Hammer has affairs of theeach succeeding administration of the executive ana
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allied

We cannot “view with alarm” the future.

The motion was duly seconded, put by the Commander-in-

*

some 
as (

re- 
re-

I move the adoption of the report as read.
The motion was duly seconded, put by the Commander-in- 

Chief, and carried.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RITUALS AND CEREMONIES.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon: The Committee on 
Rituals and Ceremonies desires to submit the following report: 
That the committee has spent hours at arduous duties, and has 
had sleepless nights. We have had just one matter referred to 
us upon which there has not any action been taken; and as

Commander-in-Chief, I petition and ask that from now on 
Dr. 'Sheldon be appointed permanent chairman of this commit
tee, as there is absolutely nothing to do.

n 1ms been under deep obligation to him tor his invaluable °rdei has been rience, which have always been at the 
counsel ana i 1 He has nlade no recommendations, hut 
command or a Q valuable suggestions concerning the
his report conni^t l)]e numbor of charter members
organization o nt ot cliarter fees, and these have been 
quired, tbg committee on Constitution and Regulation.
ferr<2, °rOnnrt of the National Counselor submits three opinions 

, T,,e findings of the Commissioner in the Schumacher Case, 
an<? H comprehensive of the points involved. His opinions and 
the said findings are approved.

The report of the National Chaplain, covering particularly 
tho observance of Memorial Day, forms a very interesting study 
f the actual interest taken by our membership in this greatest 

of all days sacred to the Grand Army of the Republic and its 
allied orders. .

The report of the National Patriotic Instructor contains 
-•> excellent and pertinent suggestions to train our attention 
objectives in inculcating and stimulating patriotism.
Three of the Regional Aides have made report of the duties 

placed upon them, showing a fine interest and a commendable 
spirit.

In closing this report, your Committee cannot overlook the 
spirit of love, mutual trust, and splendid interest and co-opera
tion existing between the Grand Army and the other 
orders and ourselves, as shown by these several reports.

We believe the 
worst is behind us, and that already we can see in faith the 
dawning of a new day for our beloved Order, for which the past, 
with all its vicissitudes, has been but the preparation.

May we all reconsecrate ourselves once more to the task 
before us, and let us highly resolve that neither we nor our na
tion preserved by the blood of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
shall follow any leadership that does not carry the flag and keep 
step to the music of the Union.

W. H. RUSSEIJL,
HENRY F. WEILER,
E. F. BUCK,
FRANK C. HUSTON,
FREDERIC A. GODCHARLES.
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Commander-in

is the Committee Resolutionson

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

I adopt the suggestion
motion be consid-

tion, and where there is none the reP°rt 
be considered sustained, 
aye and those opposed no. 
carried.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman.

Commanc er-in-Chief: Does the chairman wish his reeom 
mendation taken seriously? Brothers, you have heard the recom
mendation that the present chairman be made permanent chap
man of that committee. Apparently the motion fails of a second

Past 'Commander-in-Chief Speelman: I move that the renort 
o£ the committee be approved, with the thanks of the Encamp- 
inent.

The motion was duly seconded, put by the 
Chief and carried.

Commander-in-Chief:
ready to report?

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: I will have to make 
it on the installment plan, because since I came into the room 
this morning a resolution has been handed to me, and I have 
been endeavoring to get the other members of the committee to
gether in order that we might act upon that particular resolu
tion, or, if it is the desire of this Encampment we can submit 
the resolution direct to this body without the recommendation 
of the committee. I have not seen Brother Stephens and I have 
not seen Brother Anderson.

Commander-in-Chief: I believe the Encampment would like 
to have the chairman of the committee proceed with what he has.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: Am I to understand 
that the resolution offered by Past Commander-in-Chief Russell 
as to adoption of the various sections of this report are to be 
considered as adopted by the Encampment without special mo
tion unless objections are made?

Commander-in-Chief: The Chair understood the motion 
made by Brother Russell to apply to the consideration of his 
report alone.

Past Commander-in-Chief 'Sherman: Therefore I renew the 
-motion as made by Brother Russell, that all the various resolu

tions offered by this committee, with the action of the commit
tee, shall be sustained unless there is objection.

Commander-in-Chief: Will you make the motion general so 
as to cover all such reports, to save the necessity of repeating 
it to cover each report?

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell:
of the Commander-in-Chief and ask that my 
ered as covering all such reports.

‘Motion was duly seconded.
Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved «ndn

hereafter in the consideration of the report o. Jr obiec-
it will be read section by section, oPP^lu“^thgff®ommittee will 

All”those in favor of the motion say 
The ayes have it and the motion is 

. - . Now I have prepared
ln this i eport a very brief* sll^uia^rn„{i^tee11 W^sTsort of a 
seated to and acted upon by the committee.
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The Chair hears
none.

The Chair hears

none.

The Chair hears

En- 
l as

Is there objection?
The section is adopted.

Resolution offered by Brother W. J. Schultz of Ohio 
Division:

The purport of this resolution is that our constitution be 
altered so as to provide for honorary membership for fathers, 
brothers, nephews and husbands of the members of the Sons 
of Veterans Auxiliaries, and that membership fees be arranged 
and badges provided.

The action of your committee is non-concurrence.
Commander-in-'Chief: Is there objection? The Chair hears 

The section is adopted.
Resolution offered by Wisconsin Division requesting the 

addition of further questions to the blanks for the Camp 
Patriotic Instructor.

We recommend no action upon this request until such time 
as a new supply of blanks can be provided.

Commander-in-Chief: Is there objection?
none. The section is adopted.

Resolution from the Associated Fraternal Societies of 
Philadelphia inviting the Sons of Veterans to hold then 
next Annual Encampment in Philadelphia.

As it is the declared policy of the 'Sons of Veterans to meet

the subheading as read, and desires the reading of the entire 
resolution, we shall be very glad to comply with the request, 
but some of these resolutions are very long, preceded by pre: 
nmbles and whereases, and it would take a great deal of your 
fiine to read them in full, but it is for you to say whether they 
shall be or not. I will read our report.

Grand Rapids, Mich., Sept. 3, 1925.
To the 'Officers and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual En

campment of the Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.
Brothers:

Your Committee on Resolutions beg leave to submit the fol
lowing report:

Request of the Rhode Island Division for restoration of 
past honors to Brother Thomas A. -Miley:

Commander-in-Chief Horn ruled at the last Encampment of 
the Sons of Veterans, held in Boston, that requests for restora
tion of Past Division honors were not provided for in the con
stitution and therefore held “out of order.” This action was not 
controverted by the Encampment, therefore this committee is 
of the opinion that Past Division honors cannot be restored to 
Brother Miley.

Commander-in-Chief: Is there objection?
The section is adopted.
Request of the Michigan Division for restoration of Past 

Division honors to Franklin D. Eddy:
For the reason aforesigned no action can be taken upon this 

request.
Commander-in-Chief: 

none.
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on our part is
ii'

The Chair hears

none.

dis- 
War a 

condition

■ —• Valley Historical 
to commemorate the 
I8b4, and petitioning 

J Park on this

\yjth the Grand Army ol. the Republic, 
iecessary.

Commander-in-Chief:
none.

no action

„ . . there Objection
The section is adopted.
Resolution offered by -H. Crittendnn

we endorse the efforts of the Missouri vanmen£ns that 
Society of Kansas City, .Missouri ’lev 
Battle of West Port, October 21-23 
Congress to establish a National Miiitarv 
West Port Battlefield. taiy

Your committee concur.
Commander-in-Chief: Is there objection The Chair hears 

none. The section is adopted. d11 Iieais
Resolution offered by Brother F. P. Corrick-

“We favor the proposed law granting to all honorably 
charged Union soldiers, sailors and marines of the Civil 
pension of 'Seventy-two dollars per month without 
and to their widows Fifty dollars per month.”

Your committee is of the opinion that we should always 
assist to the extent of our ability in furthering all objects de
sired by the Grand Army of the Republic and if this is the pen
sion bill approved by the Grand Army of the Republic we most 
heartily concur.

Commander-in-Chief: Is there objection? The Chair hears 
The section is adopted.
Resolution offered by E. B. Smth, Division Commander 

of 'Minnesota.
The purpose of this resolution is opposition to the United 

States joining the World Court and that Brother F. D. McMillen 
of Camp No. 8, Division of Minnesota, be invited to address this 
assembly on the above mentioned subject for twenty minutes.

The action of your committee is that we do not concur.
Commander-in-Chief: Is there objection?
Division Commander E. OB. Smith, of Minnesota: I believe 

that a great many in this assembly do not fully realize the 
object of what has been requested. It relates to matters con
cerning the Sons of Veterans upholding the Constitution as it is 
and backing up our forefathers. You may not need it as serious 
in the east as we do in the west.

When we take the pledge to become a member of. the Sons 
of Veterans, we take a pledge to support the 
the United States. If we do not uphold it, then th spread
some fault somewhere. There is propaganda benspieaa 
around the country by foreign powers. It is s th 
Minnesota. We have ministers in our pulpits « m Minne_ 
teachers in our schools and I believe our ent be some
apolis cannot fail to advise you that there o 
cause of action by this Encampment.w , , i - cnv “Whv should we saj soWe have ministers there who say w) forth.” George 
SUcJ.o£ George Washington, birthdays, < fathers fought for 

ashington gave us this country, an . after to support the 
Hle preservation of it and our soldiers the ic . preserved, 
tohon of the United States, and -we 'want this uni
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Past Division Commander Frank K. Maples: I believe the 
committee has heard from the brothers offering this }’®solutionj 

that the

the
the entrance
the 1
upon

I second the motion, 
understand it is to 

that the En- 
i at this time 
of the report 

have

K ,.X “ “s
S-SSt war*,?nHon at Uis time, that Brother McMillen, while not here this 

nrnkig an able talker and an attorney, and a member of’a 
number of financial concerns of the country, be given at least

minutes on the floor ot the Encampment.
Commander-in-Chief Coffin: The brother’s motion is not in 

order at this time in the way it is put. The matter before the 
house is the adoption or the rejection of the report of the Com
mittee on Resolutions upon the resolution that this body permit 
Brother McMillen to address it.

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: I think the report of 
committee also covered, that is the recommendation as to 
^trance of* the United States into the World Court, and that 
brother" be invited to address this Encampment, I take it 
that proposition.

There is a great deal of force in what Brother Smith says 
regarding this propaganda that is abroad throughout our land, 
and anything that will combat that, I am sure will receive the 
approval and support of all loyal Sons of Veterans, but when we 
contemplate the proposition that this resolution reaches as to 
the attitude that we may take upon the action of the United 
■States in enering or not entering a World Court, we are touch
ing upon -what is a political question. It has become such and 
there is going to be a great controversy in Congress over that 
very proposition, and I don’t think it wise for us, for my part, to 
enter into any controversy of that kind.

We believe in the constitution following the flag, and when 
the flag goes to the World Court, we will go, but until that time, 
this being a civic and patriotic body, and taking leadership as 
it does from our fathers in the Grand Army, I do not think it 
wise for us to jump into a political proposition like this seems 
to me must be. I am in hearty approval, for my part, of the 
rocommendation of the committee, for that reason.

Past Division Commander Frank K. 'Maples, New York: I 
want to say just this, I think the matter before the Encamp
ment now, as I believe you stated, is whether we are to sustain 
the report of the committee or not. I believe the original sub
ject is properly before us for debate. Is that correct?

Commander-in-Chief: That is correct.
Past Division Commander Frank K. Maples:

AJiVAkj A1VU1U ixuni UHU M1UUUV10 W “ J. A - --

and I believe they have thoroughly canvassed it, and in ^raer 
to bring the matter up before the Encampment, I move the* 
action of the committee be sustained.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman:
Commander-in-Chief: The motion as I 

approve the report of the committee, and it means 
campment does not desire to hear Brother McMillen 
on this subject. All those in favor of the adoption ' 
of the committee say aye and those opposed no. The ayes 
it, and the report is adopted, as to that section. .
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Is there objection? The Chair hearsnone.

The Chair hears

the

The chaills there any objection?

body request the establishment in

The Chair
hears

Societies 
of allegiance

y

duties of the legislative committee perhaps was to prevent legis
lation inimical to the soldiers of the Civil War.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: I think the word
That is the very

calling lor the patriotic significance 
and requesting the display of the 
Thanksgiving Day in the list of f_ 
observance of Thanksgiving Day~°in 
programs.

Your committee concur.
Commander-in-Chief: I ”

The section is adopted.
Resolution offered by the Federated Patritoic 

calling for the use of the universal pledge of 
and the adoption of the flag code as adopted by the Na
tional Americanism Commission.

Your committee is of the opinion that this action has been 
taken, but, if not, approves of it.

Commander-in-Chief: Is there objection? 
none. The section is adopted.

That a legislative committee be named by the Com
mander-in-Chief to act in conjunction with and for the in
terests of the Grand Army of the Republic and Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, to be represented at Washing
ton during the sessions of Congress, to prevent the adop
tion of bills affecting [inimical to] the Union Veterans in 
particular.

Your committee concur.
Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: I may misunderstand 

this, but if my understanding is correct, under the action of the 
committee as read, we are opposed to the passage of a pension 
bill?

Commander-in-Chief: I think the brother misunderstood. 
The chair understood the recommendation to be that one of the

.... Commander-in-Chief Sherman:
“inimical” is better, and I readily adopt it. 
purpose of the resolution.

Commander-in-Chief:
hears none, and the section is adopted.

That this national I™,. --- .
Divisions and Departments of committees in reterence to 
state legislation.

Your committee concur.
Commander-in-Chief: Is there any objection?

hears none. The* section is adopted. .
That we deprecate and are opposed toActs ^horizing 

the coinage of money by the sovernment which wiHpe 
to be displayed thereon inscriptions or likenesses or tnos 
who voted against, or sought to destroy this government.

Division Commander E. B. 'Smith 
Ike to make a moton that this action be 
of the National Encampment.

Commander-in-Chief: That act inn -ithe vote just taken. aU10n necessarily results from

the Federated Patriotic Societies 
of Thanksgiving Day 
flag and to include 

flag days and the patriotic 
-ii all Americanization

of Minnesota: I would 
considered as the report

That action
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The Chair

reso-
'• of

— - Is there any objections?
hearsnone7*and the section is adopted.

Resolution offered by the Grand Army of the Republic

lution is that while it deprecates exceedingly the enactment 
4- K .AJAinncrn nf n 4* a» <r

111C Dill u«»v*aw----------  —•
Coin vet it realizes that it has been done and the coins 
circulation, and we can — i- num. m.vcaivnc 
“asleep at the swtich.

Commander-in-Chief:

Memorial Association and National Memorial Day League 
of Pittsburgh.

The purport of this resolution is that the 30th day of May 
shall be designated for the purpose of decorating the graves of 
the comrades of our Soldier Dead and that it is the highest 
duty of every American citizen to maintain the authority of the 
constitution, and laws of the United States, and the integrity of 
the Union, do everything in our power for a strict and most 
sacred observance of Memorial Day, and that all other activities 
shall cease on that day set apart for honoring the memory of 
our Nation’s defenders.

The action of your committee is that Memorial Day is 
worthy of the most loyal observance of all members of our 
Order and that we encourage its observance and discourage any 
and all things which might in any way detract from the sacred
ness of the day, and so far as is consistent with the laws of the 
several States we are in accordance with the resolution.

Past Commander-in-Chief McGuire: A point of information. 
A brother presented me a resolution that read similar to that, 
but I have not been able to get hold of any of the committee to 
bring the matter before the body. The sense of the resolution 
was—

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: I rise to a point of order. 
Commander-in-Chief: Will you please state the point of 

order.
Past Commander-in-Chief McGuire: Full approval of the 

report, or of the resolution is not included in the report of the 
committee.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: I have read the reso
lution and if my memory serves me right, this one covered at 
least three pages of typewriting, and I tried to make it as brief 
as possible and still cover the points of the resolution so as to 
present it in an intelligent manner. Perhaps I have failed.

Commander-in-Chief: Apparently the point of information 
is as to whether or not the resolution is one you have in mind. 
I take it the question is answered. The Chair hears no objec
tion to the report of this committee, and the section is approved.

Resolution to endorse the songs entitled “To Our Loyal 
Countrymen.”

While we appreciate the sentiment of the song and the 
beauty of the music, we are of the opinion that it would be in
advisable to approve the song according to the resolution.

Commander-in-Chief: Is there any objection? The Chair 
hears none, and the section of the report is adopted.

The action of your committee in reference to this last

authorizing the coinage of Stone Mountain Memorial 
—j are in 

only chide ourselves for having been
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J

further action

The Chair

objection. The

i-

Commander-in-Chief: 
hears none, 
section.

Resolution of the Illinois Division in reference to the 
■Stone 'Mountain Memorial and the coinage of the Memo
rial Half Dollar for this purpose.

A similar resolution condemning this action having been 
passed upon by your committee previously, no L. 
recommended.

Commander-in-Chief: Is there any objection? 
hears none, and the report is adopted.

Resolution by the New Jersey Division in

°J. California 
• Constitution Week.

nr®JtinS attention 
-. the United States and 
/P^n)?11Uer-in-Chief will 

J and members 
week of September 17. 

The Chair

Resolution offered by D. B. ■: 
Division as to the observance of 

Your committee is in sympathy 
. tbe adoption of the Constitution of 
Approves the resolution whereby the C„_unuuel 
call the attention o£ this anniversary to the Camo 
requesting a proper observance during the ‘ 

Commander-in-Chief: Is there any objection’ 
hears none, and the section is adopted.

Resolution from the Illinois Division to secure the 
permanent marking of the graves of every honorably fl \ 
charged Union soldier, sailor or marine of the Civil War 
and for the securing of the erection, through the nronor 
state and national officers, of appropriate markers as fur
nished. by the United States government and that the 
carrying out of this duty be made a part of the duties of 
the ’Sons of Veterans.

The action of your committee is concurrence, believing that 
we do but honor ourselves when we see that the final resting 
places of our Union Veterans are properly and suitably marked 

Commander-in-Chief: Is there any objection The Chair 
hears none. The section is adopted.

From the Oregon Division recommending that the altar 
be not draped with the American flag but instead a suit
able banner be provided.

This matter was determined at our last previous National 
Encampment and until otherwise ordered the flag of the United 
States of America shall be used upon the altar in the Camp room.

Is there any objection? The Chair 
The report of the committee is approved as to this

re the restora
tion of the Lee mansion in Arlington Cemetery.

. Your~committee greatly regrets ’that the Co?Sress of he 
United States has approved of such legislation, 
opinion that it would be unwise to favor the repea1 t tiveg
but that we do all we possibly can through our P t- of
m Congress to prevent any appropriation for the re 
the Lee mansion. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief: Apparently there is no 
Uhair hears none, and the report is approved.,

“THE ADMINISTRATION. rnffin
and'YKEIiliAS- The administration of Co™““ose’’has been dis- 
,, his associate officers, now nearing its > lacing ou; 
Anguished for the progress that has been made
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their

I move the adoption of

C. F. SHERMAN,
A. E. B. STEPHENS,
W. L. ANDERSON,
J. M. JAMBS,
R. I. BAYWOOD,

Committee.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: 
this report, as a whole.

The motion was duly seconded, put by the Commander-in- 
Chief, and carried.

(Following are the resolutions in detail which were adopted 
under the recommendation of the report of the foregoing Com
mittee on Resolutions:)

5
Whereas. The Battle of Westport, the “Gettysburg of the 

West," was fought in Missouri, October 21st, 22nd, 23rd, R>b >

J 9 firmer basis, thereby giving this great patrioticOrder upon a of confidenCe than ever before in the eyes 
Or<Jer Grand Army of the Republic and all of the allied societies; 
°£ w ,,-nr vs Each one of the officers has been conspicuous for 

" fidoi'itv and enthusiasm displayed in his particular part 
the zeal, fideli J s especialiy by our beloved leader, Com- 
ot UAe m Chief Coffin, sparing not himself if thereby the good 
mandeMn-cu enhanced or the relations among the allied
°f the 2™e‘ closeiy cemented or the patriotism of the various 
SOCie '.mf es where bur Order is established raised to a higher communities wuwv
leVeIriiri’P'FORE Be It Resolved, That we do here and now in this

Connor pvnress to all of our officers, but more particu- fairivaoiir Commander-in-Chief, our greatest appreciation for 
bVir labors in our behalf. May the consciousness of duty well 

1 wd 'be to them sufficient compensation, counting the 
^Mlege of serving our Order and Nation as of greater value 
than anything we can do for them. .

Wherexs The hospitality of the city of Grand Rapids has 
hPpn so manifest, including the opening of many private homes, 
the entertainment provided for the visitors, the use of automo
biles, the manifest courtesy of all public officials;

Therefore Be It Resolved, That we do hereby express our 
heartfelt appreciation for these many favors.

Whereas. The public Press have accorded a liberal space to 
the action of the various allied patriotic societies, all of which 
must be most beneficial to these organizations;

Therefore Be It Resolved, That we rocognize this favor 
and hereby record our unstinted praise.

Whereas. The local committee have to the best of -----
ability endeavored to make the visit of all the delegates most 
agreeable and Brother George E. Cogshall is responsible for 
having provided the very substantial standards designating the 
different Divisions;

Therefore Be It Resolved. That we express to this com
mittee and to Brother Cogshall, individually, our sincerest appre
ciation.
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widows, of

,„co underlying the celebration 
of thankfulness to God, as well 

first National Thanksgiv- 
Washington, October 3,

nving that state to the Union, twenty-nine thousand • 
military organizations from the following eight states were en 
"ied: Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, Iowa, Illinois ® 
Colorado, and Texas. The Union forces under MaioY An81”,’ 
Smuel R. Curtis, U. S. A., Department of Kansas com™v™’ 
die “Army of the Border ” and Major General Alfred S 
anton, U. S. A, commanding the “Army of the Department of 
the Missouri,” overcame and routed the “Trans-Mi«i„™ 
Army” under Major General .Sterling Price, the defeat so over 
whelming, that army passed out of history, never again to be 
heard of as a fighting force, and Missouri thereafter to the end 
Of the great conflict was never again in danger.

Whereas, The main battle took place near the then little 
village of Westpoit, now within the confines of the present cor
porate limits of Kansas City, Missouri, and

Whereas. The commission appointed by the Secretary of 
War, under an act of the Sixty-eighth Congress and approved by 
the President, has examined the battlefield and reported the 
feasibility of establishing a national military park commemora
tive of the Battle of Westport, and has forwarded its report to 
the War Department, to be submitted to the next Congress, 
therefore,

Be It Resolved. The (Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., in National 
Convention assembled this 3rd day of September, 1925, in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, hereby heartily endorses the worthy efforts of 
the Missouri Valley Historical Society of Kansas City, Missouri, 
to commemorate this historic battle, that saved Missouri to the 
Union, and we hereby petition Congress to establish a national 
military park on the Westport Battlefield.

II.
We favor the proposed law granting to all honorably dis

charged soldiers and marines of the Civil War a pension of 
$72.00 per month without condition, and to their widows, of 
$50.00 per month.

III.
Whereas. The holiday of Thanksgiving affords a most fitting 

occasion on which to express our gratitude and reverence to oc 
for the outstanding years of our history which stand as a. r - 
minder of the struggles and sacrifices, efforts and achietentents 
which paved the way for the x—----- 
tunity; and

Whereas. The real significance 
of Thanksgiving Day, the spirit c- . 
as to our country, is embodied in the 
ing Proclamation issued by President 
1789; and

Whereas, The Patriotic Observance of ^the c°untry
splendid opportunity for impressing the '^n-the minds and 
and the American Weals of citwenslp ni arousing a greater 
hearts of our children and citizens, tn ■ of our country; 
degree of patriotism, loyalty, and app 
now, therefore, . usual observance of

Be It Resolved, That we include

for the outstanding years of our history which stand as

America of today, the land of oppor-
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ob-

><

• • - the patriotic significance of the Day and the
■ — w ’ • • -1 TT-. 1 • _T —.   -

play of the Flag as on c...
Be It I"----  . .

servance of Thanksgiving in our Americanization
IV.

resolutions presented by federated patriotic societies 
THE PLEDGE.

That this Organization herewith approves and adopts or 
hereby ratify such previous approval and adoption, The Univer
sal Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, and the Flag Code, as adopt
ed by the National Americanism Commission as a part of its 
Ritual and usages in the Order, and a furtherance of them for 
recognized and universal use.

V. - VI.
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE.

That a Legislative Committee, if not now so provided for. be 
annually named by the National Chief Executive of this Order, to 
act in conjunction with, and for the interests of the Grand Army 
of the Republic and the Union Veterans of the Civil War; to 
be represented at Washington, D. C., especially during sessions 
of Congress, as a part of a general combined Committee repre
senting the several Orders, in support of, or opposition to, bills 
affecting the Union Veterans in particular, and in patriotic legis
lation generally;

That this National body, urge through its General Orders 
and otherwise, the establishment in Divisions and Departments 
of similar Committees in reference to all State legislation.

VII.
OBSERVANCE OF MEMORIAL DAY.

Whereas, The Joint Memorial Day Committees, composed 
as it is of members of the Grand Army of the Republic, Sons of 
Veterans, Wives and Daughters of Veterans, Spanish-American 
War Veterans, American Legion, and Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
and, representing, as it does, all the industrial, mechanical 
manufacturing, commercial, financial and professional interests 
of the City, is especially qualified to give, in this behalf, an 
unbiased and authentic utterance to the public sentiment;

And Whereas, The proper observance of Memorial Day will 
not only have a far reaching and important influence upon 
younger generations but will aid in keeping fresh in the minds 
of the older generations the meaning of true patriotism and the 
obligations and privileges of those who enjov citizenship of the 
Great Republic; therefore,

Be It Resolved, That the 30th day of May, on each succeed- 
mg year is designated for the purpose of strewing flowers or 
otherwise decorating the graves of Comrades, and our Soldier 
dead, who died, in defense of their Country, and the holding of 
special Memorial services in remembrance of those who have 
suffered;

Be It Further Resolved, That it is the highest duty of 
everj’ American Citizen to maintain against all their enemies 
p ® V?Je?F^y of tIle Union and the paramount authority of tne 
constitution and laws of the United States of America, and that

Thanksgiving other National Holidays; ’ " dis’
Further Resolved, That we include the patriotic 

program.
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papers.

13-19, 1925, marks

1

VIII.
CONSTITUTION WEEK.

Whereas, Constitution Week, September 13-19, 1925, marks 
the 138th anniversary of the framing and signing of the Con-

the Congress of America, the Governor 
.  ------ 1 comprise ,the United’States

in the loyal news-

stitution of the United States;
Therefore Be It Resolved, That during this week, through

out the country all Camps of the (Sons of Veterans of the United 
States of America annually observe the anniversary of that 
week which gave to this nation a new birth and established a 
charter for this Representative Republic which has guided us 
safely in every crisis for over a century and a quarter.”

IX.
MARKERS FOR GRAVES OF UNION VETERANS.

Whereas, There are thousands of graves of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War, in the various states of the Union, in no way 
permanently marked to indicate that they were veterans of 
that great war; and

Whereas, The surviving members of the Grand Army of the 
Republic should be relieved of the duty and responsibility of 
seeing that the graves of their departed comrades are so marked; 
and

Whereas. The United States Government, by federal law, 
provides for the furnishing of appropriate markers inscribe 
with the name and organization in which each Union veteran 
served during the Civil War; and

Whereas, Some of the states, by law, provide for an officer 
whose duty it is to see that the graves of .Union 
appropriately marked with such monuments, ana

Whereas, Neither the government organization nor state 
officers can properly function, and appiop veterans with- 
nently mark the graves of such deceased Unionv®te^ 
out local aid and assistance in the localities where such veteians 
are buried; and xt ... Af•wr t* thn utmost importance that the giaves orWhereas, It is of the utmost nup be without
each Union veteran who fought in nroper stone con-
further delay, permanently regimen? and the organi-
taining the number of his c0"Jp^y’n^Sthat his grave shall be 
zation with which he served, to the f f the heroes
marked for all time, as the resting place of one 
of that great war; and

laving aside all differences of nolitirni
selves as Patriotic citizens, animated bv\ We pledge our’ 
and aiming at a common object, to do ^very thSg °i n ®®ntlment’ 
for a stricter and more sacred observance nf ? i°ir power that all other activities shall cease, and the^Oth^d^nf’ M°d 
shall be, and is set apart for the honoring nfth/™7 f Ma^ 
our Nation’s defenders, and soldier dead & memory Ot

Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings properly attested 
be forwarded to the President of the United States of Amei’to 
the Congress of America, the Governor and the LetisHHvA 
bodies of the several States, which ’ -- neglslatlve
of America, and that they also be published"
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Whereas. There is bo other organization upon which th a 
duty of reporting such unmarked graves, and securing the proper 
permanent marking thereof, so properly rests as it does upon 
the Sons of Veteran’s.

Now Therefore Be It Resoln ed, That the Commandery-jn- 
Chief of the 'Sons of Veterans, in National 'Encampment assem- 
S inthe city of Grand Rapids, in the State of Michigan 
this 3rd day of September, 192t>, recognize it as a sacred dutv 
of the Sons of Veterans, to take upon themselves the work nf 
securing the permanent marking of the giave oi every honorably 
discharged Union soldier, sailor, marine and army nurse, of the 
Civil War, with the consent of his nearest surviving relatives 
either by inscription on the monument already erected, of the 
organization in which such veteran or nurse served during the 
war, or by the securing and erection, through the proper state 
and’national officers of appropriate markers so furnished by the 
United States Government.

Be It Further Resolved. That the carrying out of this duty 
hereafter, be made a part of the duties of each successive Com
mander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, and of his staff, and 
that whatever action may be necessary to secure the enforce
ment and the carrying out of the provisions of this resolution, 
is hereby recommended for the immediate attention and appro
priate action of this Encampment.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO EXTEND GREETINGS TO 
THE AUXILIARY.

Past Commander-in-Chief Horn: The committee appointed 
to express greetings to the Auxiliary of the 'Sons of Veterans 
beg leave to report that they have performed their duties and 
bring back from them their greetings.

And they further desire us to tell you that they adopted the 
resolution of the Patriotic -Societies, and named Past National 
President Margaret Stephens as a legislative committee at Wash
ington.

■Delegate 0. R. Wilson, of ‘Missouri: I move that the report 
of the committee be accepted and the committee discharged.

The motion was duly seconded, put by the Chair and carried.
Commander-in-Chief: The chairman of the Resolutions 

Committee may proceed if he has anything further to offer.
Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: I have here another 

resolution in which your committee has concurred. I will read 
it. It has to do with the appointment of a special committee of 
seven members of the Commandery-in-Chief to act in conjunction 
with the Commander-in-Chief in an executive and an advisory 
capacity.

Whereas. A change of name of our organization has been 
suggested by our parent body, the Grand Army of the Republic,

‘‘Whereas, A change of name would furnish a wonderful 
opportunity for a change in our general plan of operation where- 
hLi? m2ght, Wlth increased. efficiency assume the responsi- 
anri eS atten(Jant upon a larger usefulness to our parent body; 
aUQ
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“Wiiekeas. It is most desirable that

I more

I

^ranged as to promote a wider and’ more PfnvX ?° 
among that vast array of eligibles who have and‘ lnt®rest 
appeals with dealness; therefore be it anl 10 meet our

“RKsoi-vKi), That a special committee consisting „P ™ m 
Russell, John Sautter Charles F. Sherman, William T Church’ 

j. McGuire, be and are hereby appointed, en usted' anfl ± 
powered in conjunction with the Commander-in-chief to> act?n 
an executive and advisory capacity regarding all matters dpi 
taining to the transaction of the business of the Commanded- 
in-Chiel, until the next annual session of the Commander?'-in- 
Chief.

“It shall be the further duty of this committee to make a 
study or survey of the needs and requirements of the order and 
report to the membership through The Banner at least thirty 
days previous to the next annual session, the results of such 
survey, with recommendations as to the future policy of the 
Order and the general revision of our Constitution, Regulations, 
Rituals and Ceremonies.

“Such survey shall be prosecuted to the end that a definite 
program may be developed which shall more strongly appeal to 
that vast army of eligibles whom we have been unable to reach 
under our present system and whose affiliation is altogether 
desirable and whose activity would insure our future usefulness 
in a field of enlarged responsibility.”

Delegate E. M. Lowe, of Ohio: This is the supreme lodge. 
We have already a body known as the Counci 1-in-Chief, and it is 
their duty to look after the welfare of this organization, and 
to appoint another committee to act against their prerogatives 
which is conferred upon them by the constitution is something 
which I object to, and therefore I object to the resolution as 
we do not want one body above the other and the two conflicting.

Coinmander-in-Chief: The objection of the brother is an
swered by the Chair in this way, that the Council-in-Chief is 
authorized by the present constitution as merely an auditing 
committee, and has no further powers. Is there any further 
comment on the objection offered? The question calls for a vote 
on the adoption or rejection of the committee report.

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: I did not know anything 
about this resolution, so I am permitted to express my vie^s 
about it, particularly as my name has been used in vain in con
nection with this committee.

I am wondering this, that while it may be ,we11 J,° 
the aid of those who have given their time and stud?'andexpe 
ence to problems of the Order that are always a ns ?tl
wondering what good can come of it; how ca this co mm,it lee, 
scattered as it is, get together, and out of the co . “1 by 
thought really devise anything that will be substantially 
ficial to the Order. . . t qnm

Now if I get the resolution right, thirty days
up its conclusions during th® ye.^‘ ^Encampment. That would 
Prior to the meeting of the National •• certainly call for 
certainly call, if that is the idea, tlli the Rocky Moun-
a meeting of that committee scatt®’ t tllis time. I am not 
tains to the Atlantic Coast, at least at this tim
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I move that this

To lay on the table to a

That is the way the Chair understood

re- 
a nio-

saisified that it means anything of substantial benefit to the 
Order and my idea would be instead of naming a committee 
if such a report should be adopted by this Encampment in spirit’ 
instead of naming a committee, that that be left to the incom
ing Commander-in-Chief to name with the idea that he win 
name a committee that can easily get together, of Brothers who 
are just as much interested in the welfare of the Order as those 
named, and perhaps just as wide and broad in- experience. That 
is the thing that does not appeal to me in the resolution, and I 
am objecting to the resolution for that reason.

Commander-in-Chief: Does the Chair understand the 
marks of the Brother to mean in effect that he is making a 
tion to re-refer this matter to the committee with instructions 
to report it out, leaving out the names of the committee?

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: No, I do not want to do 
that. If this action should be non-concurrence, then the matter 
is still in the hands of the committee as it may want to do with 
it during the Encampment, but in its present form I object to it.

Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens: I move that this par
ticular resolution be laid on the table.

Past Commander-in-Chief Horn: 
time certain, or indefinitely?

Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens: Indefinitely.
The motion was duly seconded, put by the Chair and carried.
Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: Now I move that the 

committee be instructed to report a standing committee to the 
Commandery-in-Chief upon all proposed resolutions and recom
mendations of officers and proposed legislation and to report to 
the succeeding Encampment at the opening session of the En
campment.

Commander-in-Chief: The Chair understands the motion of 
the Brother to request action by the Committee on Resolutions 
similar to the resolution which has been laid on the table, but a 
little bit different.

Past Division Commander Fred G. Hansen, of New Jersey: 
Is not that covered by the Committee on State of the Order?

Commander-in-Chief: The Committee on State of the Order 
is out of existence. The Chair may state, the resolution pro
posed by the committee, as the Chair understood it, was in a 
sense to revive the Committee on State of the Order for the pur
pose of taking care, of a situation which might arise as the re
sult of probable favorable action by the Grand Army of the Re
public on the change of name.

Past Division Commander Fred G. Hansen, of New Jersey: 
Would not a motion be satisfactory that the new committee be 
appointed by the incoming Commander-in-Chief on the State of 
the Order?

Commander-in-Chief:
■Brother Russell’s motion.

Past Division Commander Fred G. Hansen, of New Jersey: 
Can it not be made direct without referring it to the committee?

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: That was not my idea. 
My idea is this, briefly; we come up here Encampment after



All right, I will do that,
if it will simplify the matter.

It has been moved and seconded that

organization.
Ritual, Bylaws i—- 

that <~“““=o=pportunityi

the matter now in discussion be taken from the table^and re-

I wish to rise to a point 
taken such shape that it 

the indulgence of the 
under personal privi-
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nation -
’®e officers, and the brethren rise upon the floor and offVrTmln^ 

„nts to our Constitution. We act upon them without™ “
®ous consideration or thought. We are continually legating 
to no purpose, and the next Encampment repealing the legist 
tion.

Now my idea was to appoint a standing committee to whom 
all proposed legislation and recommendations of officers would 
be submitted at least thirty days prior to the convening of the 
Encampment. that they might digest the matter fully, give it 
the benefit of their time and experience, and when they come 
here and make their recommendations to the Encampment, that 
the brethren will know something about the proposed legisla
tion. It will have been given consideration. It will have been 
viewed from every point and angle; both from the experience 
in the past and from their understanding of the needs of the 
Order. That is the kind of a committee that I thought we 
ought to have; a committee of five would be sufficient, but it 
ought to be left to the Commander-in-Chief of that year in order 
that it would be possible for them to get together and do the 
work that they are expected to do.

Commander-in-Chief: It was your objection which took 
this matter out of the committee’s hands. If you wish to accom
plish that I suggest that you move to take the matter from the
table and re-refer it to the committee so that it may be reframed 
to meet the views here expressed.

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell:  .
if it will simplify the matter. I move that the resolution laid 
upon the table be now taken from the table and re-referred to 
the Committee on Resolutions.

Past Division Commander Fred G. Hansen, of New Jersey: 
I second the motion.

Commander-in-Chief: 
tuv maiici iiu vy ill uiounooiun . ----------- ,

referred to the Committee on Resolutions for further report.
Past Commander-in-Chief Sisson: 

of personal privilege, as the matter has 
seems somewhat peculiar, but I do crave 
Commandery-in-Chief for just a moment 
lege. . .

Being the author, in a way. of that res<2j.u^.oa’ ? ,gj!gt 
impress upon von that the purpose of the ght ab0Ut
make you think. The ground for the resolution is 8 
by the probable action, or possible action at least, of the Gia 
Army of the Republic. , , T wich tn

I do not wish to speak to the resolution. If it
have you understand the motive behind aCconiolished its 
serves to make you think, and then act, it has accon .

of t?Ve had a committee 011 State} °C] fur Organization. They 
of the strongest minds that we had i Laws and Constitu
te accomplish a revision of the RRua1, ^fronts the organiza
tion. No opportunity like the one t opportunity has
kon today has ever existed before, but the
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ma-

always existed for eligible ’Sons to connect themselves with the 
Sons of Veterans.

There is something in our present organization that seems 
to repel, at least it does not attract the efforts and the rank and 
file of eligible Sons.

If the Grand Army of the Republic do what it is expected 
they may do, the psychological moment for making a complete 
turnabout in our organization, in our methods and in our prac
tices whereby we may appeal to this great army of eligibies 
whom we have failed in forty years to interest, that moment is- 
here. It is here and now. Next year we will be too late.

Now, men. as human beings, endowed with thinking 
chinery, what harm can there be in our trying to make the 
utmost avail of the situation which is here. We need money to 
do big things. If we take and accept the responsibilities which 
the traditions of the Grand Army entail upon us, we have got 
to create something and to grow in our outlook of this organiza
tion. We have got to raise money; we have got to attract men 
to the organization who have money; and we have already 
demonstrated that that is a most important thing under our 
present system.

Now what I want, because my father was a soldier, because 
through my veins courses the same blood that has been demon
strated was willing to do or die, I want to honor the name of 
the man, and I know now who is going to decorate his grave as 
long as his son lives (applause), but I want to have the other 
fellows who have the right to come to a realization of what it 
meant to save the Union, and to offer such attractions in this 
organization that they cannot escape them.

It seems to me that the time for about face is here, and now; 
and we could not spend our time better, if it takes all day to
morrow, if we give this Order a new name, by giving it an en
tire new suit of clothes. That is the reason of the resolution. 
I don’t know that you want it. I don’t know that I want it all. 
But it was the best that I could do in the brief time I had to 
submit it to the committee. 'Let us have it out. Our experi
ence has been that if we could let this matter lay with the com
mittee during the year they can figure it over and bring us in a 
report that would be very advantageous.

Delegate E. 1M1. Lowe, of Ohio: I have been a member of 
this organization for forty-one years now. I am only one mem
ber in the ranks yet. I was never Division Commander and I 
have never been Commander-in-Chief, and with all due respect 
to the members of our Past Committee on the iState of the Order, 
we continued that committee for either four or five years, maybe 
longer, and at the first Encampment at Indianapolis four years 
ago, we got a report from them that tore our Constitution, 
Rules and Regulations all to pieces, and presented the one we 
have. It contained all the good features of the old one, but why 
is it necessary to appoint another Committee on the State of the 
Order when it took the other one four or five years to make a 
report that did not bring out anything in addition to the present 
constitution, which is very good; and for that reason I don t 
think that this resolution ought to prevail. We have a National 
Council-in-Chief, and I believe that they are not only an auditing
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set upon God’s earth, and the time is

to read as

ecu uuiictia. , .
Amend Chapter I, Article VI, Section 1, sc.that 
inirniiTvi InllinUAn fan in 3T1V CaiUP Shall

to the report

I went into
■ We have

. Commander-in-Chief: Is their any 
}vith reference to establishment of a L—

minimum initiation’ fee in any Camp------
than ten dollars.”
Commander-in-Chief: Is their any objection -- .istutio^n? CUUC LU —- ; NationaI CounC" °f A lln’

rie,vPast Commander-in-Chief Russell: I do not know what the 
le'v of the committee is as to the result of that, and I am won-

organized the member- 
nc*.a thirty members, each 
initiation fee of not less

Past Commander-in-Chief Sisson: I will read this by sec
tions, and if there are any objections to the different sections 
they can be made at that time.

(The report was then read by Chairman Sisson).
Commander-in-Chief: Is there any objection to the section 

read by the Chairman of the Committee with reference to the 
membership fee The Chair hears none. That section is adopt
ed. (Said Section reads as follows):

“Your committee approve many of the excellent sug
gestions of the National Secretary, and favor Amend
ment to Chapter I, Article I, Section 1, so as to read as 
follows:

■Section 1. When a Camp is 
ship thereof shall be not less than 
of whom shall pay a charter 
than ten dollars.

gtt^power to sign vouchers ami XrU^flRMsC 

’sign them.
Delegate Newell 'B. Austin, of Massachusetts- ' 

,hi, Order in ’86, six months after I was eligible’
me to the parting of the ways. I have looked upon this organ- 

z°“tion from that time o this as one of the grandest organ^a- 
ons ever set upon God s earth and the time is coming when 

here is not an organization in the United States that will ever 
compare with it, except the Grand Army of the Republic.

j feel that this resolution should be adopted, and unless 
vou do that, we have got to change front and start in new as a 
■eVf organization, as a new body, and I am telling you if you 
do not the 'Sons of Veterans will go out of existence and "no 
other organization will take and carry the flag and stars as we 
Will, and the Grand Army of the Republic will go out of exist- 
ence and memory.

Commander-in-Chief: For the information of the Encamp
ment, the Chair understands the pending motion to be simply 
to take this matter from the table and re-refer it to the com
mittee for further consideration. It does not adopt anything. 
Are you ready for the question? All those in favor of the mo
tion signify by saying aye, and those opposed no. The ayes 
have it and the motion is carried.

Is the Committee on Constitution and Regulations ready 
to report? The Chair recognizes Past Commander-in-Chief 
Sisson.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND REGU

LATIONS.
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The Chair has not yet heard objec

tlie rein-

to theThe section with reference

dering whether consideration has been given to the expense in 
connection with the financing of the Order, and whether in 
conjunction with the adoption of such a new provision, whether 
the Council-in-Chief has been consulted with reference to the 
necessary increased expense that that would be, and accordingly 
planned to make provision for it. I would like information on 
that.

Past Commander-in-Chief iSisson: For the information of 
Past Commander-in-Chief Russell, and the members of the En
campment, I anticipate the adoption of this recommendation 
puts the Council-in-Chief out of existence because this is a 
recommendation in lieu of Section Five, Article Five, Chapter 
Three of the Regulations.

Commander-in-Chief: 
tion. Is there objection?

National Secretary Hammer: I do not want to make objec
tion, but what is this that is to be substituted?

Past Commander-in-Chief ISisson: It is the following in 
lieu of Section 5, Article 5, Chapter III of the Regulations:

’“There shall be a National Council of Adminsitration 
consisting of the Commander-in-Chief, the Senior Vice 
Commander-in-Chief, the Junior Vice Commander-in- 
Chief, the National Secretary-Treasurer, and one mem
ber from each Division, to be chosen by the National En
campment (one-third of the divisional members to be 
elected for a term of one year, one-third for a term of 
two years, and one-third for a term of three years, and 
thereafter all members representing Divisions to be 
elected for a term of three years).

“The National Council of Administration shall meet 
immediately after adjournment of the National Encamp
ment, and at such other times and places as it or the 
Commander-in-Chief may order; and ten members there
of shall constitute a quorum. The Council may select 
from among its members a smaller number (not less 
than five nor more than nine) to be known as an Execu
tive Committee, to act for it during the interim between 
its sessions.

“The National Council of Administration shall audit 
the accounts of the various national officers, shall pro
pose and execute plans of action for the good of the 
order, and shall represent in all matters, the National 
Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, in the in
terval between its sessions. It shall keep full and de
tailed records of its proceedings, and present same as 
its report at a stated meeting of the Commandery-in- 
Chief.”
Past Commander-in-Chief Horn: I move that this recom

mendation of the Constitutional changes be laid upon the table 
pending the report of the Resolutions Committee on the rein
statement of the Committee on the State of the Order.

The motion was duly seconded, put by the Chair, and de
clared carried.

Commander-in-Chief:
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It wasThat is correct.

No Camp can be organ-

And a membership fee

Chair understood the Chairman
The written

May I rise to ask a 
Do I understand we have approved the recommenda

tion of the National Secretary which limits the organization 
of a Camp so that there must be at least thirty members?

The National Secretary made

f

I move the adoption of 
the report of the committee as a whole as amended by the sev
eral votes, be adopted.

Past Commander-in-Chief >S peelman: I second the motion.
The motion was put by the Commander-in-Chief, and de

clared carried.
Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter:

question:

National Secretary Hammer: 
no recommendation.

Past Commander-in-Chief 'Sautter: 
a suggestion.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sisson: 
ized without a membership of thirty.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: 
of ten dollars?

Commander-in-Chief: The . - 
of the Committee to say five dollars in reading it. 
draft of the report says ten dollars.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: May I further 
if there was any provision for the J300.00 fund tha < ..
the new Camp; dies it belong to the Camp, with the exception 
of the amount to be paid for the chartei, otdoes ‘ 
carry out the further suggestions of the Rational_Se c- aryitl 
reference to providing that that money be put into what mig 
be called a trust fund?

recommendation to add the days of June Wh no n iSeptember 17th as Constitution Day j st read i. S W 
jection? The Chair hears none. SnVldopted ^Said
section is as follows): voaiu

“We approve the recommendation of adding to the 
days we now celebrate June 14th as Flag Dav and Sen 
tember 17th as Federal Constitution Day each t > be 
marked by appropriate exercises.”

Commander-in-Chief: The section with reference to reviv
ing the office of National Inspector and Division Inspector as 
proposed in resolution offered by the New Hampshire Division 
The committee does not recommend it. Are there any objections 
to that section of the report? The Chair hears none. Adopted.

The resolution asking for a change in the Constitution pre
sented by Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon:-------

Past Commander-in-Chief Horn: I move you that that re
port be laid on the table because it will have some reference 
to the same report the Committee on Resolutions will present 
later.

The motion was duly seconded, put by the Commander-in- 
Chief, and declared carried.

Past Commander-in-Chief 'Sisson:
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NEW BUSINESS.

I sec-

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL RELATIONS.
Past Commander-in-Chief McGuire: ’My part of the per

formance has been performed. Division Commander Frank C. 
Huston and I visited the Ladies of the G. A. R., and extended 
greetings, and received the heartiest response to our greetings.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon: I move that the report 
of the committee be accepted and the committee discharged.

The motion was duly put by the Chair, and carried.
Commander-in-Chief: Apparently the business of the con

vention is concluded so far as reports of committees is con
cerned, except insofar as concerns the report of the Resolutions 
Committee which is now at work.

Commander-in-Chief: Is the Committee on Fraternal Rela
tions ready to report? The Chair recognizes Past Commander- 
in-Chief McGuire, who is chairman.

Division Commander Buck, of Illinois: This Encampment 
in its wisdom a few moments ago adopted a resolution which 
provided for the permanent marking of the graves of soldiers 
of the Civil War. So far as I was able to determine, there was 
no provision in the resolution as presented by the committee 
which provided for the active carrying out of that resolution, 
and if you please, sir, I move you that the incoming Command
er-in-Chief be instructed to appoint a committee whose duty it 
shall be to carry out the provisions of the resolution just adopt
ed by this Encampment.

Past Division Commander C. D. Thomas, of Illinois: 
ond the motion.

Delegate A. L. Weinstock, of Pennsylvania: Merely as a 
suggestion and as exemplifying the motion of the Brother who 
previously spoke, I might say that in Pennsylvania the marker 
Question is answered by our civil, county and state authorities. 
In Philadelphia, where I reside, any Son of a Veteran, whether 
a member of our organization or not can receive a most beau
tiful marker absolutely free of charge which he can take and 
place on the grave of his father or grandfather by applying to 
the County Commissioner, who by the way, in our case, is a 
member of the Camp of which I am a member, and he cheer
fully goes to any trouble to see that the Sons of Veterans get 
these markers without any charge, and every county in the 
state does that. However, I am not conversant with the condi
tion in other states but as a matter of economy to this com
mittee when it comes to the question of providing a marker,

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRESS.

Commander-in-Chief: Is the Chairman of the Committee on 
the Press ready to make a report? The Chair recognizes Brother 
Holbrook.

Past Division Commander A. S. Holbrook, of Illinois: 1 
be- to report that the news of the Encampment has been given 
the representatives of the daily papers, who have apparently 
been pleased to get it.

Commander-in-Chief:
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different states, or regu- 
up so that this can be 
am of the opinion that 

sravp vnua bea1u1tlful marker for 
SiaVe’ you would be glad to see

in favor of the appoint- 
apposed no. The ayes

might suggest that the laws of the d 
lations if theie aie no laws, be looked 
made just as easy as possible because I 
if each one of you knew you could get 
your father or grandfather’s 
to it and get it yourself.

Past Division Commander Fred G Hanspn nr nt In New Jersey we have had a law since 1909 thaV p^X 
Board of Freeholders must provide markers9 flags an7^^ 
and see that they are placed in the various WreathS
Sunday previous to 'Memorial Day.

■Delegate Charles E. Storey, of Massachusetts- I want to 
say that it seems to me that the tenor of this proposition is a 
subject matter that ought to be entirely unnecessary it seems 
to me we ought not to cover up our National Organization with 
any more committees than are actually necessary.

It is a very happy fact to all of us I think that a simple 
request on the Quartermaster’s Department at Washington, D. C 
with a proper certification of the death and location of the grave 
of a veteran of any of the wars will produce in a reasonable 
length of time, at the request of any responsible person, a mark
er furnished by the government for the grave of such veteran; 
and to appoint a committee of the National Commandery-in- 
Chief to handle this thing it seems to me complicates matters.

I know I have had experience in my own Camp, and I have 
had in my desk blanks to fill out for veterans who passed away.

In the cemeteries in Massachusetts I can take you through 
where there are gravestones furnished by the government for’ 
men of the United States Naval Reserve Forces and other units 
of the World War which will compare favorably in their manu
facture, in their appearance, in their whole composition with 
any product of any private concern making gravestones, as an 
ornament as ■well as a historical marker for that grave, and 
along side of that I can point you to a stone furnished by the 
same government for veterans who died with your fathers and 
my fathers on which the workmanship is of the poorest.

What we want to do, if we are going to take up the matter 
of a permanent memory, is to work upon our Congressmen.

Past Division Commander Will F. Jenkins, of Illinois: I 
rise to a point of order. The question before the house isto ap 
Point someone to carry out the recommendations of the <com
mittee. We are glad that all these states have P ov isions fm 
marking the graves, but the matter being d .
germane. , . ,

Commander-in-Clnef: The Chair fates that understand^ 
iug of the motion was that it was ?0«fla?v°totcari™to effect 
take any action which might be necessaij 
the resolution heretofore adopted. T will <?av

Delegate Charles E. Storey, of of this nature,
that I feel there is no occasion for a O j Commandery, and 
because the individual Camp, the indiviu 
anybody can get the marker.

Commander-in-Chief: All those 
ment of the committee say aye, tnose

of New Jersey:

flags and wreaths 
cemeteries- on the
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' already adopted the substance of it.

Just where we were if we had not

Would the project be

That is correct.

■1Then I renew my ques-

appear
At

.  It would be alive to the 
extent that we have adopted the report but have not provided 

This provides the machinery toany machinery to operate it. 
run it.

Commander-in-Chief: That is correct. We have already 
by our prior action adopted the project in general. The report 
of this committee sets up the special machinery to carry that 
into effect.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter :

to have it. The ayes have it, and the motion is adopted, 
yesterday’s session a report from the committee of last 

vear with regard to the memorial project of the G. A. R. was 
laid on the table until the reports came in today. Those re- 
norts have come in. By your action on the report of the Com
mittee on Officers’ Reports, you have re-adopted the proposition 
and National Secretary Hammer now asks that we take from 
the table the report that was laid on the table, from Brother 
Johnson’s committee. The Chair will entertain a motion of that 
kind.

Past Division Commander Frank K. Maples, of New York: I 
move you that that report be taken from the table.

The motion was duly seconded, put by the Commander-in- 
Chief, and carried.

Commander-in-Chief: The question before the house now is 
on the report of the special committee of Brother Johnson. Shall 
the report be adopted?

Past Commander-in-Chief Ralph M. Grant, of Connecticut: 1 
move that the matter now taken from the table be referred to 
the committee.

Commander-in-Chief: The Chair would have to rule that 
out of order. It is believed that Brother who made the motion 
does not understand what the result of that would be. The re
port is now before this body. A report from the committee 
headed by Brother Johnson provided for a Memorial Building 
to the Grand Army of the Republic, and the Encampment has 

This report provides the 
machinery for carrying into effect the action you have already 
taken.

Past Division Commander Fred G. Hansen, of New Jersey: 
I move you that we adopt the report of that committee and the 
committee be continued.

The motion was duly seconded.
Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved and seconded that 

the report of the committee read to you by Brother Johnson 
yesterday be adopted and the committee continued.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: May I inquire just 
where we would be at in case of a negative vote on the motion 
of the gentleman of New Jersey?

Commander-in-Chief:   
taken the report from the table.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: 
dead, or would it still be alive?

Past Commander-in-Chief iSheldon:
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event

I do not want to interfere in 
come with 
When you

our committee any in-
’Kni II- ____ i *

> done, or

we have 
effect. Does

vote on this motion. " woubl be at in the 

We have taken action, but 
to carry that action into

bXoampment

Frankly I do not know where we 
K negative vet: “ thi: -----

Coinmander-in-Chief: 
c to provide the means 
ganswer the question?

National Secretary Hammer: Has ... _luIlU!e 
formation from the other bodies as to what they have 
are they doing anything?

Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon: I will state that all of 
the fraternal bodies have approved of the plan and entered into 
t with the exception ot the Woman’s Relief Corps who are to 

act upon it at this Encampment. Whether they have or not I 
do not know, but all the other bodies have approved of this idea 
and plan.

National Secretary Hammer: T ’ 
anything, but realize if this is going over, don’t 
eighty dollars like to the Harding Memorial Fund, 
are going to put up a Memorial to the Grand Army of the Re
public, think a little; that’s all.

Commander-in-Chief: The question is called for. Those in 
favor say aye; those opposed no. The Chair is in doubt. The 
question before the house is whether or not the report of Brother
Johnson’s committee be adopted and the committee continued. 
All in favor please rise. Those opposed rise. Apparently the 
motion is defeated. The motion is lost.

What further business is there before the Encampment?
Past Commander-in-Chief Sheldon: Now Commander-in- 

Chief, your action here now is typical of what the Sons of Vet
erans have been doing since its existence. The resolution which 
I offered would prevent just what you are doing and I just 
wonder whether or not you understand just what you are doing.

Now, gentlemen, be reasonable. You are all of age, and I 
believe you have a little bit of grey matter, but you haven’t 
demonstrated it just this minute. You have voted down some
thing that you thought was line. You thought the Memorial 
was fine and you turn right around after adopting it and do 
not approve of anything to carry it out with. I tried to arise 
and explain something to you but I could not. All of the bodies 
have acted and acquiese.

Now how does it place the Sons of Veterans? We come to 
these bodies and ask their support, and the resolution is unani
mously approved by all of the allied organizations agreeing to 
support it. Now I don’t know about the Woman s Relief Dorps. 
Last year they laid it on the table to be voted on this yeai i\ow 
suppose the .Woman’s Relief Corps, the largest frateiaal oigan 
zation in existence, suppose they come to you ant. y.
Prove of it and we are going to work our hands and headset 
f?r *t! What are you going to say about it. vote
of Veterans, their plan, they approved of it—still they 
down when it comes to putting it into effect. .

Gentlemen, I have been in the Order soJongQ thing,
1 exPected o£ y°u- You -on0 H"11."™ Ground and do some- 

in the next fifteen minutes, you turn a what tittle
thW else. Now if this body of men will just use



FORTY-FOURTH256

a reconsid- 
Do I hear

grey matter they have and give this question some thought 
and then when you do somethng stay by it, you will get sonic 
place. You are doing wrong here today.

Delegate W. J. Schultz, of Ohio: That matter has been dis
posed of and cannot be debated. I rise to a point of order.

Past Commander-in-Chief Johnson: I move that we recon
sider the vote just passed, refusing the adoption of this report 
and that the motion be reconsidered.

Commander-in-Chief: Brother Johnson moves 
eration of the vote whereby the report was rejected, 
a second to the motion ?

Past Commander-in-Chief iSheldon: I second the motion.
Commander-in-Chief: All those in favor of the motion say 

aye and those opposed no. The ayes have it. The business be
fore the house now is the report of the committee on the project 
of the G. A. R. 'Memorial. The Chair recognizes the Chairman 
of the Committee who made the report.

Past Commander-in-Chief Johnson: Now, Commander-in- 
Chief, I move the adoption of this report, with the following 
amendment, that the report of the committee be adopted pro
vided the Woman’s Relief Corps votes at its Encampment to 
come into the combine to erect this memorial. If they do not 
come in, why, let this matter be dropped, the whole matter, not 
lay it on the table, but come out squarely and say that we do 
not care to place ourselves under obligation in this thing.

Now, Brothers, your committee, and it was composed of 
men who do what they are told to do, and they do it right away 
and they do it well—I want you to understand, sirs, that this 
committee is not unmindful of its situation. You have placed 
this committee in a position before the allied orders where they 
say “What can you depend on from the Sons of Veterans?” I 
approached a very high official in the Woman’s Relief Corps and 
I said, won’t you work for us to get the Woman’s Relief Corps 
into this thing, because I knew that if we could get the Woman’s 
Relief Corps that the thing would be a glittering success, and 
every member of this Encampment knows that to be true. 
There is not an organization in the United States today that 
can go out collectively and raise money for a proposition behind 
which they stand as can the Woman’s Relief Corps.

Now, gentlemen, we are going to place ourselves before that 
organization as a set*of “welchers.” Can this organization 
afford to go before the Woman’s Relief Corps in a matter for the 
support of the Grand Army and say, we love you, we will put 
down our lives for you—that is the stuff you hear in the Camp 
room. I have been a member of this Order for nearly forty 
years, and I will tell you brothers here now that during that 
forty years there have been very few meetings that I have at
tended but what there has been constant reference to the “dear 
■Grand Army.” Let’s do for them what we can; let’s perpetuate 
their memory—that is at every meeting in the Camp, and yet 
when the proposition is brought up, what is this Encampment 
today saying—“the Grand Army be damned!” That is the sub
stance of it.

Now, Brothers, I told you a minute ago that I personally 
went to this woman of the Woman’s Relief Corps. She says,
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of the motion pleaseThose in favor

they 
or anybody else 

graves; don’t

______ I want to raise 
order is that it is out of order 

for the action it has 
j numbskull. I 

in their remarks.
Now let us be serious
* -js adopt this enthu- 

the Grand Army of 
that we are in favor

- I ask

H\ir Johnson, you are wasting your tinm- a 
liave been in existence for forty odd years and^haVeterans 
e\er done for the Grand Army of the Repub“ hat have 
except to go out on Memorial Day and decorate 
u-aste your time because they will do nothing- Th? w Relief Corps wants to be assured that they arf-0?ng S
adequate help from your Order.” That is the position h' 
Held by many of the ladies of the Woman’s Relief CotSs as the 

eansay " With the members o£ the Woman’s 
Reliel UOips can bay.

■Now we are doing a mighty poor thing to refuse to adopt 
this report. You left it to the committee. The committee has 
certainly done what it was authorized to do and directed to do 
at the .Milwaukee Encampment. If there was any objection to 
this thing it should have been registered at the Milwaukee En
campment. The Order has been placed in a critical position 
For Heaven’s sake, don’t bury our position with the Woman's 
Relief Corps, or our standing rather with the 'Woman’s Relief 
Corps and the Grand Army of the Republic. (Applause).

Past Division Commander Will F. Jenkins, of Illinois: [ 
voted to kill this the other day for the simple reason that it 
did not contain the Woman’s Relief Corps and I did not believe 
that the other organizations could carry it out. Under this 
motion as now proposed I would be glad to vote for it because it 
takes in the Woman’s Relief Corps.

Commander-in-Chief: Motion has been made and seconded 
that the report of the committee be adopted provided the Wom
an’s Relief Corps at this Encampment takes similar action in 
regard to the project. The Commander-in-Chief was appealed 
to yesterday by the President of the Woman's Relief Corps who 
said that she expected to bring it before the Woman’s Relief 
Corps for adoption.

Division Commander Frank C. 'Huston, of Indiana: I just 
want to state, Commander-in-Chief and Brothers, we have just 
taken a vote on this thing which was a very great surprise to 
me. 1 am inclined to believe that the vote was taken by a great 
many who were hardly half awake. I hope before this vote is 
taken this time that you„ boys will be wide awake, because it 
seems to me one of the most foolhardy actions I have seen taken 
by any deliberate body, to pass the resolution that we did a 
•while ago and then kill every piece of machinery to put it into 
effect.

Delegate A. L. Weinstock, of Pen7ls^ya“la: 
a point of order, and my point of c.?.-- - 
for a speaker to lecture this convention 
taken. I think it is a thinking body, and not a 
think the speakers should constrain themselves i-

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: 
about this vitally important question. Let us 
siastically by a rising vote. Let us say to L
the Republic and the Woman’s Relief Lou . (1 aead.
°f this proposition to honor the soldiers, S 
for a rising vote.

Commander-in-Chief:



25S ]-OKTY-].'oUR.'"I'll

Those opposed please rise. Clearly the ayes have it It is

:e 
mo-

njove to striki 
on this

FURTHER REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: Your committee was 
charged with a difficult problem, and we hope you will be very 
considerate of the efforts we have put forth. Your committee is 
unanimous in support of this resolution and I move its adoption.

(The report of the committee was then read to the conven
tion by Past Commander-in-Chief 'Sherman).

Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved and duly seconded 
that the report of the committee be adopted. All in favor of the 
adoption say aye; the contrary no. The ayes have it and the 
motion is adopted.

(Following is the report of the committee just adopted):
“Whereas, A change of name of our organization has been 

suggested by our parent body, the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and

“Whereas. A change in name would furnish a wonderful 
opportunity for a change in our general plan of operation where
by we might with increased efficiency assume the responsibilities 
attendant upon a larger usefulness to our parent body; and

<rWHEREAS, It is most desirable that our program be so re
arranged as to promote a wider and more inviting interest 
among that vast army of eligibles who have and do meet our 
appeals with deafness; therefore be it

“Resolved, That the present Commander-in-Chief appoint a 
special committee of seven members of the Commandery-in-Chief, 
and they hereby are instructed and empowered, in conjunction 
with the Commander-in-Chief to act in an executive and advisory 
capacity regarding all matters pertaining to the transaction of 
the business of the Commandery-in-Chief until the next session 
of the Commandery-in-Chief.

“It shall be the further duty of this committee to make a 
study or survey of the needs and requirements of the Order, and 
report to the membership through The Banner at least thirty 
days previous to the next annual session, the results of sue i 
survey, with recommendations as to the future policy of tn 
Order and the general revision of our Constitution, Regulation , 
Rituals and Ceremonies.

rise, *— *--- . ;
apparently unanimous, and the motion is adopted.

Delegate Edward F. Ream, of Illinois: I now m 
from the minutes the record of the previous action 
tion.

Past Commander-in-Chief Johnson: I second the motion
Commander-in-Chief: Motion has been made and seconded 

to expunge from the record that portion of it which shows thn 
previous action of this Encampment on this motion. All thosp 
in favor of the motion say aye, and those opposed no. The mth 
tion is carried.

The Chair will recognize Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman 
of New York, who is Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions 
with a further report.
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■

RALPH SHELDON.

Officers’ Report:) 
of Section 5, Article

present system and whose u.Th 
and whose activity would insure

. and Regu- 
this session of the 
5 special committee

Administration, con- 
Vice Commander- 
- the National 

each Division, to be 
(one-third of the Divi-

(Section from report of Committee on
. That the following be adopted in lieu 

Chapter III of the Regulations:
There shall be a National Council of —

S of the Commander-in-Chief, the Se 
l^hief, the Junior Vice Commander-in-Chie^ 
Secretary-Treasurer, and one member from c-_ 

5 hOsen by the National Encampment (

EScAMi’itEN1'

.Such survey shall be prosecuted to the end ♦> .J,n may be developed which shall more strong a definite 
™t vast army of eligibles whom we have been \°
,b’Ar our present system and whose afTili->ti^n b to reach able and ^ose activity would Ins ®*^ f’8tnaItoget?e,r 
dEss in a field of enlarged responsibility. future useful- 
“fS ■■resolved, That all action upon the Constitution 
.,.ns Rituals and Ceremonies, enacted at V 
Encampment be held m abeyance until this 
Sakes its report.”

past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: To make the record 
clear I now move that the two propositions that were laid on the 
table a few minutes ago, one with reference to the Council of Ad
ministration, and the other the resolution of 'Dr. Sheldon be 
taken from the table and referred to this new committee. ’

(The motion was duly seconded).
Commander-in-Chief: 'Motion is made and seconded that 

the matters which were a few moments ago laid on the table 
pending the report of the committee which you have just adopt
ed, be taken from the table and referred to the committee you 
have now created for its action. Are you ready for the question? 

i Those in favor of the motion say aye, and those opposed no. The 
, ayes have it and the motion is carried.

(The two propositions referred to in the above motion are 
as follows:)

Resolved, That Article VII, Chapter III of the C. & R. be 
amended to read as follows:

COMMITTEES.
The regular committees of the Commandery-in-Cliief shall 

consist of five members each and shall be appointed as provided 
in the order of business hereinafter set forth, except that a 
standing committee of five members shall be appointed by the 
Commander-in-Chief for a term of five years to be known as the 
Committee on 'Legislation, and to which all proposed legislation, 
recommendations of officers, and resolutions other than of a 
purely social or fraternal character, shall be submitted through 
proper channels at least thirty (30) days prior to the conven
ing of the Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chie o 
their careful consideration and recommendation of saK 
mittee, and no amendment shall be made to the C. & . 
session of the Commandery-ih-Chief unless 'first PP 
said committee.

Submitted by
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Tulsa, Okla., Sept. 2, 1925.

Rochester, Minn., Sept. 2, 1925.

but wife

H. H. Hammer,
National Secretary Sons of Veterans, 

Grand Rapids, Mich.
Greetings to Commandery.

is under operation.

-H. H. Hammer,
National Secretary, Sons of Veterans, 

Grand Rapids, Mich.
Please extend my greetings to the Encampment.

Tulsa with the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Am in 

■,ft" — ---------- -- Accept my best
wishes for a successful Encampment and a prosperous future.

C. B. MARTIN, 
Parsons, Kansas.

Expected to be there 
M. D. FRIEDMAN.

. „ to be elected for a term of one year, one-third sional members vo and one.third for a term of three years
f°dthereafter all members representing Divisions to be elected 
for a teim of t’ Administration shall meet imine-

The National Coun NationaI Encampmenti and at
diately after a^°ua d eg as it or the Comniander-in-Cliief 
such other times ‘ bers thereof shall constitute a quorum. 
may order; ana « m among its members a smaller num-
The Council may s raOi-e tban nine) to be known as an
rteutiJe Committee, to act for it during the interim between 

its sessions. council of Administration shall audit the ac-
The IS+?ttl0xnflri_ns national officers, shall propose and execute 

counts of the<vano n order, and ghaU represent in
plan ifr.T.c the National Encampment of the Coinmandery-in- 

a,”Tsr..n ' ■ „
Commander-in-Chief: Apparently the convention has fin

ished the majority of the business before it. Are there any 
other committees to report?

National Secretary Hammer: The Credentials Committee 
reports, supplementary, that we have 223 delegates enrolled, and 
I move that this be considered the final roll unless other dele
gates present themselves to the committee for registration, and 
the committee be considered discharged with the close of the 
Encampment.

The motion was duly seconded, and carried.
National Secretary Hammer: We have the following tele

grams of greetings:
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Mr.

Washington, D. C.

Allentown, Pa., Aug. 31, 1925.

•St. Paul, Minn., Aug. 29, 1925.

E. H. MILHAM.

and harmonious En-

I

H. H. Hammer, 
National Secretary,

My best wishes

Rapids. Please remember me to the boys, and 
self cordial greetings and best wishes.

S. of V.
for a successful Encampment.

Yours in F., C. & L.,
WALTER E. SMITH, P. D. €., Pa.

My Dear Hammer:
Owing to my -wife’s health I regret to say will not be able 

to attend the Grand Rapids Encampment.
The first National Encampment I attended was in 1895 at

Kansas City, Mo., Aug. 30, 1925.
W. -M. Coffin, Commander-in-Chief,

-Sons of Veterans, U. 'S. A., 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Dear Commander-in-Chief:
Greetings, and best wishes for a large 

campment. Fraternally,
LEON. L. ROBERTS,

Past Division Commander.
CAROLYN ROBERTS,

 -Qnnq nf Veterans Auxiliary.Past Division President, Sons oi

And the following written communications-
,w. M. coffin, S°Uth LOn(1Onderi'V. Vt.; Aug. 8, 1925.

C.-in-C., S. of V.,
pear Commander:

Your kind remembrance of July 24 was forwarded to nw 
here where I am on the old farm where I spent my boyhood days 
long ago.

I fear^I must forego the pleasure of seeing you at Grand 
, ,. , . . —J accept for yourself cordial greetings and best wishes.

My address until December will be Apt. 27, The Stanhope,

Fraternally,
E. R. CAMPBELL.

Grand Rapids, and on account of that I am quite disappointed 
by non-attendance.

IMy best wishes for a most successful Encampment; and 
more than that, to the Old Guard who have worked so long and 
faithfully for our beloved Order.

Loyally yours,
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1925.

ses-

last two days.
to get you out o£ here before four o’clock.

Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens:

.-3 of t*e 
much the

FORTY-l<-ounTU

514 Kittredge Bldg., 
Denver, Col., Aug. 28,

And while passing I want to say to you gentleman, that the 
Council-in-Chief, you must remember, did not know what this 
legislation was going to be in order to provide a budget of ex
penditures or even receipts, so you will have to be just as lenient 
to the Council-in-Chief as you have been to yourselves in the 

The Commander-in-Chief says that he is going

ADDRESS BY CAPTAIN C. B. HOPKINS, 
President Military Intelligence Association, 

Chicago, Illinois.
Captain Hopkins: Mr. Commander, and Members 

Sons of Veterans, let me say that I appreciate very r--

It is quite evident that 
we will have a half or three-quarters of an hour to wait for the 
report of our. Council-in-Chief. We have here an officer from 
the United 'States Army, Captain Hopkins. I ask unanimous 
consent that during this time we invite Captain Hopkins to ad
dress us upon a subject that is very interesting not only to us 
but to all patriotic people in the country. I ask your unanimous 
consent for a half hour for that purpose.

Commander-in-Chief: Without objection, that will be con
sidered the sense of the Encampment. The Chair hears no objec
tion, and therefore the consent is granted. Will Past Command- 
er-in-Chief Stephens please escort the gentleman to this station.

Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens: Commander-in-Chief, I 
desire to present Captain Hopkins.

Commander-in-Chief: We will be very glad to receive the 
message which he has to bring to us while we are waiting for 
the report of the Council-in-Chief. We are proceeding under 
the order of the resolution yesterday to keep in continuous 
sion until the business is finished. I am sure we can well afford 
to take the time necessary to listen to the address of Captain 
Hopkins.

Honorable W. M. Coffin,
Grand Rapids, Michigan,

Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.
My Dear Commander:

I hereby tender to you and your associate officers and dele
gates assembled, fraternal gieetings on this the Forty-fourth 
Annual Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of 
Veterans, U. S. A.

Although not personally present, I am with you in thought and 
spirit, in all that our grand organization stands for.

With best wishes for a profitable and pleasant Encampment.
Sincerely yours in F., C. & L.,

LEW WALLACE McCOMB, 
Past Division Commander, Wisconsin Division

P. iS.—The name that our Order should bear, The Sons of 
the Grand Army of the Republic.”
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so

the Constitution of

i

I

extended, not from r rzi\.z„ 
that I have a message that 3 

^fident that when I have concluded

f

dear a price.
The enemy that I refer to today is not an armed force, 

Thank God. We have never yet met an enemy upon a field of 
battle that we have had to yield supremacy to. (Applause). But 
there are elements at work, subtle, pernicious and vile, that it 
is well for you and for me to take cognizance of, and realize 
what this enemy is doing.

In dealing with the question of defending America and 
Americanism, we must remember that while we are in a world 
of ideals, we are not yet an ideal world. Most of us believe 
that this is just about the best country on earth. America 
stands today unrivaled among the nations of the earth, and 
this governmental structure that raised itself so proudly is not 
a creature of accident; it did not just happen. It was because 
our forefathers with inspired vision foresaw this country as we 
have it today, possibly not realizing how great it was to be.

I noticed as I came into your room that you have a table 
upon which is the American flag, and the Bible. The Bible and 
the flag have ever gone hand in hand. Faith and allegiance are 
interwoven like threads of gold in the fabric of American his
tory. President Coolidge concluded his inaugural address and 
message with these words:

“America cherishes no hopes save to merit the
favor of Almighty God.”

Our Pilgrim Fathers, pioneering, said that they were open
ing up this country for the glory of God and the advancement 
of the Christian faith. And surely you recall Benjamin frank
lin of the Constitutional Convention, after days of seeming y 
fruitless deliberation, addressing himself to President Wsishing- 
ton something after this fashion, said: ’Mr. Preside , 
convinced that God governs in the affairs of men, < hl 
strange that this body has overlooked invoking ..tke bles® 
and aid of Almighty God upon these deliberations, From. th
day forth those deliberations and those sessions were ope 
with prayer. And what was the result.

That body gave to the world the greatest ^gt“®tion of 
human comprehension has ever concededforce, 
the United States. And men, that Constitution is still in 
What are some of the provisions of it*

courtesy extended, not from a personal standpoint but because 
know that I have a message that you should hear an I am 

confident that when I have concluded you will be glad for what 
you have heard not in any sense that I am an orltor; I speak 
under no such term, but I have information that this oraaniza 
tion and every patriotic organization should have. b

The day is here when we Americans should have the highest 
and noblest conception of American citizenship, and a complete 
and full realization of our obligations, responsibilities and duties 
toward maintaining the sacred ideals and principles of Ameri
canism. I am here to speak to you upon the subject,

DOES AMERICA NEED DEFENDING?
While I wear the uniform of the United States Army, I am 

not here to plead for military supremacy. I am here to’ plead 
for an adequate army to defend what has been bought at
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We must register the children.

soap 
him. 
sphere.

We must nationalize the children. We must remove 
the children from the pernicious influence of the family* 
We must register the children. Let us speak plainly.

It was murder and will 
The idea that you can get young 

manhood today, and without training, put them in a field of 
battle tomorrow, if the call tomorrow comes, with a fair chance 
for his life, is murder. You cannot do that with a football team.

The Third International, operating under a communist 
manifesto, like our Constitution of the United States, our pre
amble, has six cardinal points, but how different they are from 
those that I quoted. Listen to them; abolition of private prop
erty, of all rights of inheritance, of the family, of marriage, of 
religion, of the distinction between town and country.

I will not deal with the private property proposition more 
than to say that communism says no man may own anything • 
in his own right; owning nothing he can have nothing; nothing 
may be inherited.

But the abolition of the family, of marriage, of religion! 
What have we today that is of value to us if we discard and 
eliminate from our lives the home circle and religious influence?

Under the communistic reign in Russia at the present time 
children are being, as they call it, nationalized. There is no 
marriage. A father has no responsibility for the child that the 
woman bears. The woman has nothing to say as to the man who 
shall be the father of her child, nor has she any claim upon him. 
They become wards of the State. I quote from the wife of the 
president of the Third International:

“We must nationalize the children.

The six fundamental principles for forming this govern- 
inenf (a) form a more perfect Union, (b) establish justice 
(c) provide for the common defense, (d) insure domestic tran’ 
quility, (e) promote the general welfare, and (f) secure the 
blessings of liberty.

These words arc profound enough to be found within the 
holy writ. We have agencies at work that would tear apart 
that Constitution; that would unbuild -what we have builded 
Not to go into detail, I am going to tell you today of the opera
tions of the Third International of Russia in the United States 
and some of the methods that it is pursuing in order to uphold 
the sovietism and bring about the communist regime throughout 
the world.

If the red, as he is commonly called, was the fellow down 
here with the bushy hair, wild eyed, confined himself to the 

box on the corner, we would pay very little attention to 
But we are not dealing with him in that sense and in that 

1 will tell you, and I have documents to prove and 
show that he is working through our clergy, certain of them, 
our colleges, our schools, and our women’s organizations. We 
have pacifist organizations in the United States. Pacifism is 
•working hand and hand with the Third International of Mos
cow. It is being directed, and to some extent financed by the 
Third International; and I want to say here that Judas Iscariot 
shakes hands with himself every time he hears a pacifist. A 
pacifist and a betrayer of God, betrayer of country, is one and 
the same thing. Pacifism is murder.

It was murder before the last war. 
be murder before the next war.
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1113 West Wash

remain 
of the

!
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nninistic school and compel the mother to sur™^ T*’ 
fir^us^’’ the ,State’ TMt iS the
t doubt if there is a man in this room that would .u 

everything that guides him today, that fundamentanv 
thing that guides him today in his choice of right and 3 Y' 
cones to him, and is helped and aided by that oral instruction 
that he received at his mother’s knee. (Applause). “

A few months ago former Secretary Hughes made the state 
raent that the reds hoped to eventually raise the red flag over the 
White House.

The United States Department of Justice had intercepted a 
letter of instructions to the Workers (Communist) Party of 
America, from the Soviet Government of Russia which included 
these words:

‘With reference to the organization of the Workers 
Party of America, the Communist International ex
presses its completes! satisfaction and approval. * * * 
We hope the party will, step by step, conquer the prole
tarian forces of America, and in the not distant future 
raise the red flag over the White House.”
Let me say this with regard to the Workers Party of Amer

ica and the Communist Party of America; they are one and the 
same thing. The Workers Party of America is principally 
organized as a political party under the laws of our country, 
but every member of that organization is also a member of the 
party No. 2, The Communist Party of America, and receives his 
instructions from and promises to abide by the orders of the 
Third International of Russia.

Proof of that statement is given in the records of your own 
State of Michigan here, in the case of the State of Michigan vs. 
Ruthenburg, where the conviction of Ruthenburg was secured 
largely through the statement of one of his own colleagues that 
that was a fact, that they were in the Workers Party carrying 
out the orders of the Third International.

On November 11, 1922, Russia gave instructions through 
Ludwig Katterfield that a communist daily be published in the 
United States:

“It will be the duty of the communists to mobilize the 
proletariat of the United States. To perform this and 
the many other tasks the most important step is 
establishment of an English communist daily in tne 
United States.” r ,
Since that edict was sent forth the ‘ -^eg^wasli- 

intr?ed in Chicago, and is being published at. UI o (Com-
ngton Boulevard. It is the official organ of the 

niunist) Party of America. . .
iq9,At a secret communist convention in Chicago» e ;

Martin Ahern, a delegate, and worker among the co 
mu*ist youth, in making his report to the convention s

.‘'Methods must be devised to reacI! propaganda.” 
military training camps with revolutionary p



K0UTY-F0UH1H266

In this connection you will recall that two “red” youths 
were expelled from Camp Custer this past summer.

T hold in my hand International press correspondence which 
contains the program of the Communist International. I wi! 
not take time to read it. It advises taking over the public 
schools, fighting against religion, and taking this country by 
revolution.

I have here a manual for leaders of children’s groups in 
which instructions are given to the “reds” to proceed to under
mine the patriotic idea that our children have, and to explain 
the communist ideas.

A magazine published for the young people in the City of 
Chicago, and circulated as far as possible among the school 
children contains the statement in Volume 1, No. 3, “We will 
fight against the public schools.”

In the public schools, our children, yours and mine, are 
taught to love our country, to be patriotic. Their instructions 
are that they must band together to fight against that instruc
tion.

On the last page of the same issue is a reference to allegi
ance to the American flag, in which the writer refers to the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag in our public schools, and refers 
to the fact that by saluting the flag every morning in our schools 
the children are making patriotic slaves of themselves. And 
he calls attention to the red flag and the cause for which it 
stands, freedom for the -working class, and instructing the chil
dren when they are asked to salute and to give allegiance to the 
American flag, to refuse to do so, and under their breath to 
pledge allegiance to the red flag. This is printed in English and 
circulated in Chicago and other places.

I hold in my hands a cartoon taken from an illustrated 
weekly published in Russia. Those of you who go. to church 
know that we have various denominations which we support. 
This is a picture of the Savior, his body being dismembered, his 
intestines being pulled out, -women and men gnawing at them, 
drinking his blood.

The “National Youth” devotes several pages instructing 
against religion an ordering them to fight against religion.

I have here a poster gotten out by the Liberty Defense 
Council, Headquarters in Chicago, in which it makes reference 
to the Herrin massacre at Herrin, Illinois, in which it states 
“Herrin miners have finished up their job. They followed up 
their first victory with another.” Absolute proof that the mas
sacre at Herrin, Illinois, was -what we have always contended it 
was, a “red” outbreak. And on the national committee of the 
Liberty Defense Council we find a number of ministers, from 
different denominations—I will not take the time to read all or 
them—my time is getting short—but you will find the name o 
Rev. John A. Ryan, National Welfare Catholic Organization, 
and last but not least, not a minister, but William Z. Foster.

The Civil Press Union, New York City, is headed by 
Harry F. Ward, a Methodist preacher. When Foster and 
other communists were arrested a few years ago and brough 
trial this organization got out this pamphlet asking for a n
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t mie hundred thousand dollars to defend Foster ami r, m
of a and the others, who attempted to hold an ilint \ Ruthen' 

Bear in mind that these people advocated that
<i ’Auction be done away with, and here is an organizafinn ?US 

1 ’"JJnized headed by a Methodist minister—and hv n! thU?
orgaa member of the Methodist church. “ by the way I 
anl Tlie Civil Press Union, in the last analysis advocates sun 
„ort Of all subversive interests detrimental to the interests nf Instate and Nation; it tends not only to protect crime but to 
ncourage an attack on our institutions, and religious instruc- 
ion. This committee is made> up of not only ministers, but pro

fessors, and such men as William Z. Foster; and among others 
•syiiss Jane Addams, of Chicago, and she told me that her name 
appeared on this committee with her consent and approval and 
that she was in entire sympathy -with the program of the Civil 
press Union.

“Pacifism” and “Communism” are cuckoos in the same r. 
The Christian Century, a “Journal of Religion” published

organization whose chief object is to bring about recogni-
. On

same nest.

! Chicago, carried a full page ad for the ‘Friends of'Soviet Russia” 
’ r* 4- UT R AfA /■ n 1 I Il 1 /-» 4- > r* 4-^. .. 2 .. I: —an c   -----------

tion of Soviet Russia by the United 'States Government.
• October 30, 1924, this same paper said:

“No Christian minister has any business in an army 
uniform. * * * An army * * * can exist only by the par
tial unmanning of those /who participate in it.”
Your sires who fought to maintain the Union, you and your 

brothers and your sons who fought in the World War, are less 
men because they wore the uniform of the United States Army.

This same paper opposed Defense Day, and months ago cen
sured the Government severely for not releasing the I. W. W. 
prisoners who sought to cause dissension in our army and naval 
forces during the >war. The editor, Charles Clayton Morrison, 
did not know what these prisoners were jailed for.

Russia’s designs upon the United States are shown in a 
statement of Trotsky’s, in the “Moscow Izvestia,” official organ 

I of the Third International, October 21, 1922:
“Comrade Trotsky was asked in what country it 

■would be most advantageous to have a proletarian revo
lution. He answered, in the United States, the richest 
country, with well developed industry, and possessing 
half of the world’s gold reserve, half of the wealth ot 
the world. In other countries the working class is less 
prepared for revolution. In Russia our party Sav® 
ideal example how one must sieze the f
apparatus, how to keep it and secure it in the aims u 
the working class.”
I have here the figures of the United States Ann} i“^^1, 

toison with those of Russia. I will n“tngl\crt‘ip^noiulation 
i s ““V0 say they have a total of 5,670,000 and h

’ 129,500,000. In our army today jn the na-ti?U ?r army 13'0,000 officers, men and i esene , d a total 
or «\guard 1''6,000 and in the organized, reserves 83,0

3!®>000, and the pacifists want to take the worjd
1 .i ,. . ■ .. .. I . ?! ?Vildes upSh°r red army,
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tl day will come when she can come up and conquer the world 
for communism. a ciOsc. wliat are we goiug t0 do wUh

I must mng ■ T piead £ol. a renewed allegiance to
an organization n pds tor. This world is going to know
America, and arc Or what you have, but by what you do. 
you, not by wno j ’ at Washington, there is a tomb to 
In the Arlinst°“1die dead occupying a position so that this 
the 'unknown soto tomb witn uncovered head. No one
world can visit lljs eO]Or or his creed, but all the world
knows who lies i - djd; that he js typical Of those who gave
knows what tnat. c i supreme sacrifice to maintain and per- 
themselves, and mac e. icanism; and a country that is worth 
petuate the ideals of mi ,g worth nving for (Applause)
dying for, men, I y > time o£ peace. We will have no

We want no ie l b (Applause). America recognizes but 
white flag in time d flag It is a flag of 150 years of
one flag. . It an unfaded flag that has never waved over 

.Snvpebote except in the cause of liberty and freedom:
y Your flag and my flag

And how it flies today, 
In your land and my land 

And half the world away.
Rose red and blood red

The stripes forever gleam,
>Snow white and soul white

The good forefathers dream,
Sky blue and true blue,

With stars to gleam aright
The glad Gideon of the day

And shelter throughout the moht.

Your flag and my flag .
To every star and stripe

The drums beat as hearts beat
And fitters shrilly pipe!

Your flag and my flag
A blessing in the sky;

Your hope and my hope
It never hid a lie!

Home land and far land
And half the world round

Old glory hears our glad salute
And ripples to the sound.

Your flag and my flag hnldq__ 
And, Oh, how much it holds

Your land and my land
Secure within its folds.

Your heart and my heart
Beat quicker at the sight, 

Sun kissed and wind tossed, 
The red and blue and white.

The one flag, the great flag, tl < =>
For me and you

Glorified all else beside. 
The red and white and blue.

I thank you. (Applause).
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for his talk.

is

5'.-.

BSCAAll'MENT

ceeding for the past year, the following report for your 
sideration, and approval.

Following adjournment of the Forty-third Annual •Encamp
ment, held at Boston, Mass., August 12-13-14, 1924, we convened 
at Hotel -Somerset in that city, and Perfected the organization 
with Park F. Yengling, Chairman; Herbert D. Wiliams, vice 
Chairman, and William 'H. Cressey, Secretary.

bonds.
The amount of the bonded officers was fixed as foIloWs:

Commander-in-Chief n’nnn on 
National Secretary-Treasurer  ’ /

The books and accounts of the Nati°“ialiti0i1Csre pertaining 
«rer, together with the vouchers and 
thereto, have been audited and found coriect when

The Commandery-in-Chief demonstrated its wisdo ,

Commander-in-Chief: The chair desires to exnr^ on 
•eciation of this body to Captain Hopkins for h s talk Wo 

dso regret that it was not possible under the circumstnn^?^ 
give him all the time that he might have used. It o“ 'tlm 
chair that it was particularly appropriate for him to drop in on 
us at this moment and take up some of our unoccupied time

The chair desires to call attention to the fact that vou 
authorized the appointment of a committee on patriotic educa
tion. Suppose that those of you who have insisted on this meet 
Captain Hopkins in the rear and see some of the evidence that 
he has with him. In The Banner something was said of these 
things. Captain Hopkins was in town today with the evidence 
to prove the statements there made.

Past Division Commander Frank >K. Maples, of New York- 
J move you, sir, that we give Captain Hopkins a rising vote of 
thanks for his talk to us.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: I second the motion.
Commander-in-Chief: You have heard the motion. All those 

in favor of the motion please rise. Those opposed no. It is 
unanimous.

Past Division Commander Frank K. Maples, of New York: 
I now move that we proceed 'with the regular order of business.

Commander-in-Chief: The regular order of business 
called for, and it is so ordered, unless there is objection.

Is the Council-in-Chief ready to submit its report at this 
time? Brother Yengling is recognized to present the report of 
the Council-in-Chief.

Park F. Yengling, of the Council-in-Chief: Your Council-in- 
Chief have directed me to submit to you the following report:

REPORT OF COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.
Grand Rapids, 'Mich., (September 3, 1925.

To the Officers and Members of the Forty-fourth Annual En
campment, ’Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.:

Greeting:
Your Council-in-Chief beg to submit, as a record of our pro- 

fnv thn noef vnur thp fnllowinff TODOrt for yOUT COU-
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1

$
*

Estimated Expense:
The Banner :
Encampment  
Stock .................................................................
Printing ...........................
Shipping supplies .....................................  • •
Salaries ...........................................................
Bonds ...............................
Commander-in-Chief’s traveling expense..
Other officers’ traveling expense ...............
Office rent, expense, etc..................................
Past Commander-in-'Chief’s badge  
Grand Army permanent fund ....................
Miscellaneous ..................................................

$16,960.00
200.00

4,000.00
3,464.60

150.00
___ $24,774.60

Estimated Receipts:
53,000 members at 32 cents
Estimated from charters .
Estimated from supplies ..
Bank balance ......................
Miscellaneous .

$12,000.00
1,500.00
3,500.00 ’

• 300.00
200.00

. 3,300.00
30.00

1,000.00
200.00

1,200.00
200.00
500.00

344.60

Reading M dation oC the Commander-in-Chief for a con-
The reSosr00 00 t0 the permanent fund of the Grand Army 

trfi^htl0Republic, has the hearty endorsement of your Council-in- 

Chief’ in Chief Coffin in his report to the convention
C0>“Tan ncrease in the per capita tax from 32 cents to 

recommends an iWn.chief feel at this time that it would 
36 cents' *„ " the per capita tax, but would suggest that at 
be unwisej.o ra Qf the contract with The Banner, that
the time of the t page and „ot a sixteen page paper,
we <?onti act lo entage o£ Camp news which is not read
eliminating a lag p -de from the Division from which it 

' by the Therefore we recommend that the per capita tax for 
hdeeming year be fixed at 32 cents per member, the same as 
last year, EXCEPT .

That in the event of legislation changing the name of our 
which will make it necessary to increase the re- 

or^at“ of the budget to meet the expenditures, we recommend S the pS capita" tax be fixed at 36 cents.
me over the expenditures of the past year, we note 

Haling gone , sure t]iat they have been kept well with- 
with a great deal^of -pleasuie tnat -Councii.in-Chief, and 
Mtwithsta^dVng1’ the fact that the receipts were about 5-1200.00 
tos Wan estimated owing to a loss of membership.

BUDGET.
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L.,

I second the motion

L'

The motion before the house is that 
All those in favor of the mo- 

The ayes have it and. the

e!ICAMI’MbNT

I now move that the report be adopted as a whole.
-- - „ -1 • r.1 • p U T 4. 1 favor the report
i the Council-in-Chief, but I strenuously object to making

The Banner any smaller than it is.. It recommends making The

Delegate Isadore^Lang, of New York: 
from
B^ner eight pages instead of sixteen pages.

Chairman Yengling: That is a suggestion that we pass on 
to the next Administration in case it is necessary to provide in
creased funds by lessening expenditures. It is a suggestion, 
is all. It just provides a budget of $3500.00 for supplies.

National Secretary -Hammer: If the Commander-in-Chief 
feels like I do he won’t buy any quantity of supplies. If we are 
going to change our name, then all forms and blanks will have 
to be changed.

William H. Cressey, Council-in-Chief: 
that the report be adopted as a whole.

Commander-in-Chief:
the report be adopted as a whole, 
tion say aye; and those opposed no. 
report is adopted.

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: I now move that all 
committees of the Encampment be discharged.

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: I second the motion.
Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved and seconded that 

all committees of the Encampment be discharged. Are there 
any remarks? The Chair desires to state that we have not yet 
passed the subject of new business. I do not know that it will 
develop anything for any of the committees. All in favor of 
discharging all committees except as heretofore provided for 
the Credentials Committee, say aye and those opposed no. The 
motion is carried.

Past Division Commander Frank K. ’Maples, of New York: 
I now move that we proceed with the election of officers.

Past Commander-in-Chief 'Speelman: Under a point of 
order, no such motion is necessary and I raise the point of 
order because no other business can be transacted under the 
constitution after that order of business is called for.

Commander-in-Chief: The Chair would like to inQUire of 
the Encampment whether or not it cares to hear from Brotnei 
Weiler on his postponed material. 

Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens: I was just SW t0 
suggest that if there is no other business that is to be 
here was a committee to appoint, and whether that could be 

^Pointed before or after the election of officers. I lefei to the 
oinniitteo that was established by the resolution 
0 the Commander-in-Chief for next year.

Tn conclusion wo wish to express our annreMaH^ '^jpYul^suggest^ns"61'*11 and the °rder iX'for^Z

l Respectfully submitted in F. C. &

P. F. YENGLING, 
HERBERT D. WILLIAMS 
WILLIAM H. CRESSEY.
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t

Commander-in-Chief Stephens:

that

originally prepared

rlIt is moved and seconded

Let it 
at his

Mother 
' 2 has to

chair would like to inform the .
- had material here -which he wished t 

desire of the Encampment that he be given

Encampment that 
—J to present

1 any time

FORTY-FOURTH

• r-hipf- I don’t think the Commander-in-Chief Commander-in-UHe . thege appointments off-hand. ’ 
oUght r stooTthlt th™ committee should be appointed 

convenience-
The Chair would

Brother Weiler
Is it the 
on this"

Past
Weiler 1
this

I r-----
C’°be given the time necessary to present what he 
Encampment.

Commander-in-Chief: How much time?
Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens: A reasonable length 

of time. I don’t know what the material is, but a reasonable 
length of time to present it.

Past Division Commander George ®. Cogshall, of 'Michigan• 
1 move as a substitute that the gentleman be heard after the 
election. The motion was duly seconded.

Commander-in-Chief: A substitute has been offered 
Brother ‘Weiler be heard after the election.

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: I move that this motion 
be laid on the table.

The motion was duly seconded.
Commander-in-Chief: The motion is to lay on the table. 

All those in favor of the motion say aye and those opposed no. 
The Chair is in doubt. Will those in favor of the motion rise; 
and those opposed may now rise. The ayes have it.

Commander-in-Chief: The motion before the Encampment 
now is that Brother Weiler be extended the privilege of the 
floor. Those in favor of the motion say aye, and those opposed 
no. The ayes seem to have it. The ayes do have it.

Division Commander Henry F. Weiler, of Boston, Mass.: I 
was requested to prepare a paper to deliver at the convention of 
the Secretaries.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: Do I understand that 
this paper that was prepared was for the use of Division -Secre
taries?

Division Commander Henry F. Weiler: I suggest that the 
Commander-in-Chief advise Brother Sautter of the request you 
made of me.

Commander-in-Chief: The paper was 
for use at the conference Monday morning.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: I was at that confer
ence. The only point I want to get at, was that for the benen 
of the Division 'Secretaries. If that is the understanding, then 
I move that a sufficient number of copies be typewritten at tne 
expense of the Commandery-in-Chief for distribution to the Di 
sion 'Secretaries. (The motion was seconded).

Past Division Commander Fred G. Hansen, of New Jersey- 
I was going to add to that that it be published in The Banner.
1 am not against anything which is for the good of anybody,
I do think we ought to get through here. . e

Commander-in-Chief: ™ ic mnvori and seconded that
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to the different Division Sec- 
All those in favor 
The ayes have it,

I

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
Commander-in-Chief: We have

business, “election of officers.” Nomination 'for Commander 
in-Chief aw> in nrflor ___ .. vumiuciuuer-

— J roll, 
when California & Pa- 

were had:)
------- : Officers and 
officer who just ad- 
; on our altar. You

matter which Brother Weiler desire U , x
with sufficient copies to distribute tothe dir tyPewntten 
retanes, at the expense of the Encampment 
of the motion say aye, and those opposed no 
and it is so ordered.

now reached the order of
in-Chief are in order. The Secretary will'call the

(The Secretary called the roll and \,L 7„:
cific was reached, the following proceedings-----  ’

Division Commander D. B. Bowley, California- 
Members of the Encampment, the army (. 
dressed us referred to the Good Book lying 
will find within its pages this quotation:

“Let him who iwould be called great among you, serve.”
California s candidate for the important position of Com- 

mander-in-Chief has served our beloved organization for thirty- 
five years. He has been Secretary and Treasurer of his Camp, 
Commander of his Camp, Secretary and Treasurer of his Divi
sion, Division Commander, and at the present time, knowing of 
his great value, when I became a Division Commander, and I 
am happy to state here, that the honor was given to me un
solicited and I received the endorsement of every Camp in my 
Division, of which any man can well be proud, finding that this 
was the most active official that we had west of the Rockies; 
finding that we had a man who had dedicated every hour of his 
life to furthering the interests of the Sons of Veterans, I again 
appointed him as my Secretary and Treasurer.

A year ago twenty-one Sons of Veterans representing twenty- 
three Camps undertook a pilgrimage of some six thousand miles 
to the dear old city of Boston, and submitted his name for your 
consideration. At that time we found that there were four 
states that sought the honor, and when on the moment of elec
tion two of these states had withdrawn, in order to make it 
unanimous, in order to save that time, we gracefully and gladly 
withdrew in the interest of Ohio’s favorite son, whom we all 
know has certainly made good.

He raised his voice from 
us notice, as this United States army 
that there was danger of -
would deprive us of the very principles for 'which.^ers 
fought. He certainly awakened MqsH)
urer, for he went to work, took < 
until he had rolled up the i. 
when the last per capita tax 
members, which made the C_ 
the largest Camp jn the United

And permit me, if you wiH, to

Treamfrer”* PaTriotic .Instructor 
bers of the C-LL.. 
entitled to join the same. 
Admiral Barry, U—L-2

(Applause).
the Atlantic to the Pacific, giving 

-rr/.y official has done today, 
of laws being passed in this country that

ii4y Division Secretary-Treas- 
LUUn off'his coat, and never ceased 
membership of his own Camp, and 

ax was paid in June it -was on d2d 
California State Camp Number One, 

States of America. (Applause). 
' > refer briefly to that Camp; its 

Commander, Senior and Junior Vice mtm-

« ^a?
Unite“d“states Navy; also a brother, of whom
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proud, U. S. Grant HI. Some of the most prom we are justly Piprofessional men Of the west havep’°*' 

ine°‘ the roll® of that .Gamp through the personal solicitaUon 
p? ralifornia’s candidate.

when I took command of the Division 1 found that there 
Preserve fund consisting of some Liberty bonds of different 
mSons of some $350.00. and upon inquiry I discovered 

that they had been purchased out ot the personal funds of Cali- 
fornia’s candidate for Commander-in-Chief and two other 

^Talso discovered that the beautiful silk banner, that dear 
fl._ raised by Washington, baptized in the immortal blood of 
Lincoln, and kept flying by New England’s favorite son, Calvin 
rno id’e had been presented to the Division by one of Ohio’s 
cherished daughters, the mother of the California candidate for 
Commander-in-Chief.

I find that he has had thirty years experience in the bank
ing business, and has been very successful, and has had a large 
experience in other organizations.

Now, brothers, for thirty-nine years we have been attending, 
the members of our Division, the National Encampments. I 
can feel a good deal like my friends down in Boston felt, how 
the Colonists must have felt against King George, the English 
King, a case of taxation without representation.

Now there is much virgin field west of the Rocky Mountains. 
Here you have an able man, a conservative man, a man who will 
take counsel from our past officials who have this organization 
greatly at heart; who will devote every hour of his time to 
furthering the interests of this organization. He has no family 
ties; but he does love the ’Sons of Veterans and is in a position 
to give it his services. It is a rare opportunity it seems to me.

I told you in Boston, and I repeat it here, I believe that 
the interests of our Order are of paramount importance to the 
ambition of any individual, or any set of individuals. I have 
told you time and time again, that if you can produce a man 
that is any better qualified, who can achieve greater good for 
our Order, and for our representative republic, than California, 
then we twill gladly retire.

We ask you, brothers, in all fairness, to render justice to 
the ’Divisions west of the Rockies. Elect this candidate from the 
west. Remember that Lincoln found it necessary to go west to 
find a gentleman to bring the Civil War to a close. That dis
tinguished Union General received his early education in Cali
fornia. Select this man—the future is yours. With this candi
date seated in the saddle, or at the helm this organization will 
become greater, better, and be put on a stronger basis financially, 
numerically, and will gain recognition that we have never had 
before. Do this, and the future is yours.

I consider it a privilege, and pleasure and an honor, to sub
mit for your consideration the name of Col. Clarence Sidney 
•ov th0 Galifornia and Pacific Division, for Commander- 
m-thief of this beloved Order. I thank you. (Applause).

(The Secretary continued the call of the roll, and when In
diana was reached:)

Division Commander Frank C. Huston, of Indiana: You
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today.

(Ap-

i

f

Iv-
have listened to the splendid recital of some of the activities of 
Col. C. S. Scott. The speaker has touched upon but very few of 
the splendid activities of this man who has been presented for 
your consideration. We find, friends, that he must be a man 
of ability. We believe at this time with the prospective change 
that will take place in the name of our Order and the things 

. that will perhaps be incident to the making of a change, it will 
take a man of some ability, some executive ability, to oversee 
this work, which 'with the help of the committee that will be 
announced to perform and perfect the work which is in hand 
which we believe will carry the Sons of Veterans where we may 
rightly expect to be.

This man Col. Scott, of whom you have heard mention, was 
selected a few years ago, and went before the State legislatures 
of the Western States and raised approximately one million 
dollars to be used at the Pan-American Exposition in San Fran
cisco. He is a man who has been conversant with large busi
ness. He knows how to handle these things successfully.

For forty-four years we have been meeting in Encampments. 
For thirty-nine years the Division of California has been in 
existence. Never one time has there been a representative west 
of the Rocky Mountains, and only twice in the forty-four years 
has there been a representative west of the Mississippi River.

I believe in my brethren; I believe in the spirit of fairness 
in the heart of the average American, and I most certainly be
lieve in the spirit of fairness in the hearts of my brothers here 

As I have been coming to these Encampments long 
enough to learn the names of the boys, I am more and more 
persuaded that there is no finer or fairer set of men coming to
gether anywhere, under any name, or under any conditions than 
the Sons of Veterans of the United States of America, 
plause).

And so, brothers, were there any reasons to doubt the capa
bilities of the candidate from California we might well consider 
that part of it, but there are none. But, friends, and brothers, 
in the spirit of fairness, we believe that this man will lead on 
our splendid work to the position that we believe it ought to 
occupy in the next administraiton, and succeeding administra
tions. We believe this man possesses capabilities; we believe 
he is in territory which perhaps will bo worked somewhat better 
by the fact of his having been their Commander-in-Chief, be
cause we all know that every Division has reacted to the fact 
that there has been a Commander-in-Chief in the respective Divi
sions.

So, I am speaking, my friends, for Col. Scott, and I am ex
pecting if Col. Scott is elected as our Commander-in-Chief 
greater things than we have accomplished, as great as they are, 
with a membership of 2500 on the coast I am satisfied that, that 
will be added to in a large measure. But, friends, I am satisfied 
also that this man who has at his disposal his time and ability, 
an ability to get around the country, will not confine his labors 
or interest to the Division, or to an inspection of the country 
which lies west of the Rocky Mountains. 'So brothers, and Com
mander-in-Chief, Indiana takes pleasure in seconding the nom
ination of Col. C. -S. Scott for Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of 
Veterans.
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brothers, I do not want to take up your time. I will 
who the candidate to be offered by myself on behalf of

(The Secretary continued the call of the roll, and when 
•Maryland was reached:)

Past Commander-in-Chief Johnson, this is the time of the 
vear or the season of the year when .we get together for the 
purpose of selecting for the ensuing year our officers; when we 
gather to pass legislation for the government ot the organiza- 
Finn- and when we gather to provide means for carrying this 
Station into effect. This we have done today with the ex- 
ception c

Now,
tell you v — - ... 
the Maryland Division is. 
more.

In 1862 a man from the State of Maryland, which State was 
then partially in rebellion, you might say in rebellion against 
the United States, for at that time Maryland was controlled by 
federal troops by order of Lincoln—a man went out from the 
City of Baltimore, a young man less than 20 years of age, and 
enlisted in the navy, and served under that great Commander, 
Farragut, and at the close of the war the father of this brother 
whom I am about to name had served in every occasion in the 
war under Farragut. He laid himself open to all the dangers 
we read about. He was in the force that went around through 
the harbors of the South and helped subdue the rebels.

Now we are presenting to you for your consideration, very 
largely in view of what we have been expecting for the last 
three years, a man capable of carrying out the ideas, if the 
Grand Army of the Republic does as we think it -will do, and 
for which we have today prepared the means to accomplish the 
end, a man conservative in his actions, a man whose education 
has been that of conservatism, who has done all possible from 
his early boyhood up until today to sustain the flag, to protect 
it, and done all that any man could do. His patriotism cannot 
be questioned. He is a man of ability, a man of fine ability. I 
will tell you, brothers, those who do not know him intimately 
may say that men of ability are myriad. They are. But to 
those who know him personally, intimately, have known him for 
years, he is known as a man of unusual ability; a man whose 
education in business, for he is a business man, whose education 
in business has been that of judgment, where judgment was 
vital to one of the greatest institutions of its character in the 
United States, if not in the world. That responsibility is placed 
on this man, not wholly, but in a large measure, by one of the 
greatest institutions, as I said before, in the world.

We are offering you a conservative man, a man of judgment, 
a man whose patriotism cannot be questioned, a man who has 
served his Camp, his Division, and has served the Commandery- 
in-Chief in various capacities; a man who in a crisis of this 
Order presided over and conducted a convention of this very 
Commandery-in-Chief 'where a vital question was before it, and 
where it required not only judgment, but it required knowledge 

knowledge, and the power of using it at the right time.
'Now, my brothers, I present to you a man who is well known 

practically to every man in this Encampment, who has attended 
almost continuously since about 1905 almost all Encampments

legislation for the government of the organiza
tion, and.iL? This we have done today with the 

of the first mentioned.
brothers, I do not want to take up your time.

It will take me three minutes—not
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I
The National Secretary -will call

INational Secretary then called the roll and the follow-

Irelan.

1

2

I

1
10

I 
14

8
2
3
2
5
3
1
3 
o

4
16

9
24

4
2

2
8
8
5

12 
o
1
2

Scott.
7
5

62
• ; The 

Scott received

. C. iS. 'Scott, 
take"^reat pleasure

California & Pacific 
Connecticut
Illinois 
Indiana....................
Iowa 
Kansas 
'■Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts ....
-Michigan ................
Minnesota 
Missouri ..................
Nebraska 
New Hampshire ..
New Jersey ..........
New York 
Ohio .......................
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island ....
Wisconsin .............

94
tellers have to-

62 votes, and Irelan

of California: Mr. 
in moving to make

between that time and this He is known to you, he is known 
to you favorably, you have had association with him; ’you have 
had experience with him; you have seen him work in the vari
ous Encampments he has attended where he has always been 
on some impoitant business of the Encampment, where his 
judgment has been called for, and freely given, and it has always 
been good.

I therefore take pleasure in presenting to you on behalf of 
the Maryland Division, Edwin C. Irelan, of Maryland, for the 
position of Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans of the 
United -States of America for the ensuing year. (Applause).

(The calling of the roll was concluded and no further nom
inations were offered).

Commander-in-Chief: The Chair will appoint as tellers 
Brother Carrick, of Maryland, and Brother Wilson, of California.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE ON iSURVEY.
Commander-in-Chief: While we are waiting for the tellers 

to get ready, the Chair will announce the following Committee 
on Survey: H. D. -Sisson, Mass., Chairman; Ralph -M. Grant, 
Conn.; John E. Sautter, Pa.; Wm. T. Church, Ill.; H. V. Speel- 
man, Ohio; Chas. F. Sherman, N. Y.; Frank P. Corrick, Neb.

We are about to proceed to the election of a Commander- 
in-Chief for the ensuing year, 
the roll of Divisions.

(The 1  .
ing votes were announced:)

Delegate E. J. Wilson, of California: 
taled the vote and find that Scott receive 
94 votes. '(Past .Division Commander 
Commander-in-Chief, I UZ..
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I second

Coni-

this election unanimous. California has always been loyal to 
t ese United States, and to the Sons of Veterans, and we have 
no reason to do any different. We appreciate what has been 
Hnne We appreciate those who have tiled to do what they 
tlmuaht was right on behalf of the State. We came here with 
all good intentions, and we go away the same way. 1 thank you. 
(Applause).

Commander-in-chief: The Chair takes the remarks of the 
gentleman from California as a motion to make the result just 
announced unanimous. Is that the intention?

Past Division Commander Scott: Yes, sir.
•Delegate Wilson, of California: I second the motion.
Commander-in-Chief: You have heard the. motion. All in 

favor of the motion say aye; those opposed no. The ayes have 
it, and the motion is carried, and Brother Irelan is declared 
elected unanimously.

'Brother Irelan, you have been elected Commander-in-Chief 
of the 'Sons of Veterans for the ensuing year. Do you accept?

Past Division Commander Edwin C. Irelan: I will. (Ap
plause).

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: I move that the 
further calling of the roll be dispensed with, and that nomina
tions be made from the floor.

Past Division Commander Cogshall, of Michigan: 
the motion.

Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved and seconded that 
the calling of the roll be dispensed with and that nominations 
be made from the floor. All those in favor of the motion say 
aye; and those opposed no. The motion is carried. Nominations 
for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief are now in order.

Past Division Commander Cogshall, of Michigan: 
mander-in-Chief and Brothers, at this time while you are enjoy
ing the hospitality of this great city of ours, we are asking noth
ing in return except that you enjoy yourselves to the fullest 
extent. We have tried to give you the best time that we pos
sibly could give you. There have been little occasions when the 
things have not worked just as they should work, but, brothers, 
it has been a big proposition, and we have got along with as 
little friction as possible.

Now in order to make the matter short, Michigan comes be
fore you with a candidate for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. 
We have a gentleman in Michigan who has belonged to this 
Order for almost forty years, commencing as a boy, and has held 
his membership continuous!}' from that time on.

One of the big features about this boy who has grown to be 
a man is that on Constitution Day, the 17th of March, 1867, he 
saw the light of day. We offer this man whom (Michigan has 
learned to respect and love and to cherish. He has been a Com
mander of the Michigan Division; he has had honors on the 
committee of your Commandery-in-Chief, and for five years after 
he was Commander of the Division he accepted the Secretary
ship of the Division and performed the work continuously for 
that five years.

He has labored both in and out of Camps; both in and out
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the 'Secretary be authorized and

I second the motion, 
heard the motion. All

ability as a fighter.
Therefore, it is with a great deal of pleasure that I second 

the nomination of Fred MoMurtrie.
Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: I move that the nom

inations be closed and the -Secretary-Treasurer be directed to 
cast the entire vote of this Encampment for Frederick J. «Mc- 
Murtric for iSenior Vice Commander-in-Chief.

Past Commander-in-Chief Russell: I second the motion.
Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved and seconded that 

the nominations be closed and the Secretary be directed to cast 
the entire vote of this Encampment for Frederick J. McMurtrie 
for Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. Those in favor of the 
motion signify by saying aye; those opposed no. The motion 
is carried.

National Secretary-Treasurer Hammer: The ballot is cast.
Commander-in-Chief: Brother McMurtrie, you have been 

elected Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. Do you accept?
'Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief-elect McMurtrie: I do.
Commander-in-Chief: Nominations for Junior Vice Com

mander-in-Chief are now in order.
Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: I want to nominate a 

brother of the New York Division for the office of Junior Vice 
Commander-in-Chief; and I want to disprove the idea that Sher- 
inan never stands on his feet but what he makes a Iong speech. 
I can talk all the afternoon about the humor and or and 
ability of the candidate that I wish to name, but you «o^d 
vote as you want to any way, so without: ander wilfial® 
you at this time. I nominate Past Division C f the
H. Klein, New York Division, of the city of Syracuse, tor 
office of Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief. ~  fnr

Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens: 
ther nominations, I move that the• the entire votethe 'Secretary be authorized and directe to c vice
of this Encampment for William -H. Mem 
mander-in-Chief.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sauttei.
Commander-in-Chief: You have

of Michigan; and he stands today a most resn.w,,,! ... .the Order which we all love; and without tnkin^^ . Ot.2er 
your time, Mr. Commander-in-Chief and brotherary 
your consideration the name of Frederick T■Michigan, for 'Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.'1’ (Applatme)’. °

Past Commander-in-Chief Sisson: George has iust furnished me a bit of enlightenment. When I wa: Commande TChVef 
one of the Divisions which I visited was Mic“ Me was 
there, and he suspected a little bit of the Irish blood’that flows 
through my veins incognito, a part of that blood which was born 
on March I/th, 186/. George called it Constitution Day—Con
stitution of Ireland, I presume. Anyhow, Me and I had a little 
bit of a scrap, and I always wondered what it was about and 
■why. But it has occurred to me that a man that will stand up 
and fight the Commander-in-Chief on his own ground has the 
courage of his convictions at least, and I admired his skill and
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those

the

I rise to

in favor of the motion say aye; and those opposed no. The 
ayes have it and the motion is carried.

National Secretary-Treasurer Hammer: I cast 156 votes 
this time for William H. Klein for the office of Junior Vice Com- 
mandcr-in-Chief.

Commander-in-Chief: 156 votes having- been cast, he is duly 
declared elected. Brother 'Klein, do you accept?

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief-elect Klein: I do.
Commander-in-Chief: Nominations for the Council-in-Chief 

are now in order.
Division Commander Albert B. DeHaven, of Maine: During 

the past year we have had on our Council-in-Chief a man from 
Maine; a man of great business ability in his own private life. 
We have used that ability in our national organization. The 
experience that he has gained during the past year should be 
utilized by us the coming year, and without further ceremony, 
I present to you the name of 'William H. Cressey, of Cumberland 
Mills, Maine.

Past Division Commander H. Harding Hale, of Massachu
setts: I believe it is a wise policy of this Commandery-in-Chief 
to recognize merit and sound achievement, and from observa
tion of the record in recent days of the Maine Division, I am 
convinced that the Maine Division is no longer marking time, 
but is marching on to larger and better achievement. Therefore 
I take great pleasure, coming from Massachusetts, in seconding 
the nomination of our neighbor William H. Cressey for Council- 
in-Chief.

Past Division Commander Felix A. Kremer, of Wisconsin: 
I believe it has been recognized by this Commandery-in-Chief in 
recent years that a faithful servant is entitled to a second term. 
If I am in order, I move that the nominations be closed and the 
Secretary-Treasurer instructed to cast the unanimous vote of 
this convention for William H. Cressey for member of the Coun
cil-in-Chief.

Past Division Commander Fred G. Hansen, of New Jersey: 
New Jersey again wishes to present to you the name of 
brother who served you last year ably and efficiently, and with
out any further recitation of his qualifications that he should 
be given another term. I will assure you that he will not sleep 
on the job, but that it will be an inspiration for him to do better 
next year. I take pleasure in presenting to you the name of 
Past Division Commander Herbert D. Williams, of Trenton, New 
Jersey.

Past Division Commander William H. Klein, of New York: 
I‘second the nomination.

Delegate 0. R. Wilson, of Missouri: I wish to place in nom
ination as a member of the Council-in-Chief Brother William C. 
Schneider, of St. Louis.

Past Division Commander Felix A. Kremer, of Wisconsin: 
If there are no further nominations, I know all of these brothers 
will make a splendid Council, and I move that the nominations 
be closed and the Secretary cast the unanimous vote for these 
gentlemen.

Division Commander D. B. Bowley, of California:
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I

I

I do.

I do.

■T

My duty is per- 
The ballot is cast for the three members for Council-

Now
mo-

I
1

Commander-in-Chief:
Secrctary-Terasurer for the term of five years.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sautter: It may be necessary at 
times to use words of some length to bring before the Encamp
ment the name of a brother (whom you desire to nominate, but 
Pennsylvania desires to present as a candidate for National 
Secretary-Treasurer one who is known so well to all of you that 
it is altogether useless for me to attempt to sing his praises. 
You all have done it in the past. I desire only to say these 
words—I nominate for the office of National (Secretary-Treasurer 
the most efficient Secretary-Treasurer that any organization in 
the United (States has ever had, Horace H. Hammer, of the 
Pennsylvania Division.

Past Commander-in-Chief Speelman: I take pleasure in 
seconding this nomination, and move that the nominations be 
closed and that Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman be directed 
to cast the entire vote of this Encampment for Horace H. Ham
mer for Secretary-Treasurer.

Are you ready for the question? 
tion say aye, and those opposed no. 
motion is carried.

National Secretary-Treasurer Hammer: 
formed.
in-Chief, the same being 156 votes.

Commander-in-Chief: The 'Secretary announces that he has 
cast 156 votes for Cressey, of Maine; Williams, of New Jersey; 
and Schneider, of 'St. Louis; and I declare these gentlemen duly 
elected as members of the Council-in-Chief.

Brother Cressey, do you accept?
Member Council-in-Chief-elect William H. Cressey:
Commander-in-Chief: 'Brother Williams, do you accept?
Member Council-in-Chief-elect Herbert D. Williams: I do. 
Commander-in-Chief: Brother Schneider, do you accept? 
Member Council-in-Chief-elect William Schneider:

Nominations are now in order for

a point of order. My point of order is that the nomination 
the gentleman from Missouri is not seconded.

Past Division Commander Will F. Jenkins, of Illinois: 
second the nomination.

Division Commander D. B. Bowley, of California: 
Brother Kremer, you will be in order, or shall I make your 
tion?

Past Division Commander Felix A. Kremer, of Wisconsin: I 
have called others to order, and I appreciate the joke on myself. 
I now move that the nominations be closed and the -Secretary 
cast the unanimous vote of the Encampment for these gentle
men placed in nomination.

Past Division Commander Will F. Jenkins, of Illinois: 
second the motion.

Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved by Brother Kremer, 
and seconded by Brother Jenkins that the nominations for mem
bers of the Council-in-Chief be now closed, and the Secretary be 
instructed to cast the entire ballot of the Encampment for the 
three members nominated, there being three members to elect.

All those in favor of the mo-
The ayes have it and the
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Of course, this was to be ex- 
But just a word from me in appre- 

to be expected is certainly not out of

Past Commander-in-Chief Stephens: Brother Commander
in-Chief, and Brothers of this Encampment; I have a very pleas
ant duty to perform which was delegated to me by the member
ship of this Encampment. I desire to present in your name to 
our Commander-in-Chief who is just retiring from office this 
beautiful badge of Past Commander-in-Chief.

In presenting this badge, it will not be necessary for me to 
call your attention to the duties performed by Commander-in- 
Chief Coffin during the past year. We who know him well and 
see him almost daily know that he has worked diligently and 
conscientiously to advance the interests of the Sons of Veterans, 
and I believe that the work he has done has had a very good 
effect, not only among our membership, but with the other pa
triotic societies.

'Brother Coffin, in behalf of the membership of this Encamp
ment, I desire to present to you the badge of Past Commander- 
in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans. I know that you will wear 
it honorably and with pleasure, and that the memories that 
come in future years will be the pleasant ones that you have 
had and will have of the year of your work as Commander-in- 
Chief.

Commander-in-Chief Coffin: 
pected. It is no surprise, 
ciation of that which was , 
place. As a- last word, and as a valedictory, I want to tell all 
the brothers how very sincerely I appreciate the courtesies and 
kindnesses I have received from them all,—from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific.

In the course of our work, things may have been said, things 
may have been done, at which some may have taken offense; but 
I would have you bear in mind that often it seems necessary to 
arouse anger in order to dispel lethargy and to get things accom
plished; and I want you to know that all has been done in good

Past Division Commander Felix A. Kremer, of Wisconsin- 
I want the record to show, and I am seconding the motion 
Brother Speelman, but I want the record to show that the mod
esty of Brother Sautter in presenting Brother Hammer is ex
ceeded only in the ability of Brother Hammer.

Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved and seconded that 
the nominations be closed and Brother Sherman be directed to 
cast the entire vote of the Encampment for Brother Horace H 
Hammer as National Secretary-Treasurer for the ensuing term. 
Those in favor of the motion, say aye, and those opposed no. 
The ayes appear to have it. The ayes have it. Brother Sher
man, do your duty.

Past Commander-in-Chief Sherman: No greater pleasure 
could come to me. I have pleasure in casting 156 votes of this 
Encampment for Brother Horace H. Hammer for Secretary- 
Treasurer.

Commander-in-Chief: Brother Hammer, you have been 
elected Secretary-Treasurer for the ensuing term. Do you accept?

National Secretary-Treasurer: Yes.

PRESENTATION OF BADGE TO OOMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.
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and ,e

erz also

in-Chief—William II. Klein, of Syra-

I the office to 
this afternoon, the highest honor

Coz 
Marne;

at they need have no fear but what Bill 
al~be on the firing line, whether it be as high 
he r^ir ranks or as Commander-in-Chief of the army.

I

V

them.

l~ surer-in-Chief-elect Irelan ready to name an in-

than th:
And 

I did to 
days have j: 
mander-'z-. ‘ 
was in Ohh 
in words.

Assure 
Coffin —c: 
private i- : 
• Applause .

Is Co: 
stalling zz

Cozzzl 
:he presen

Where^jcz 1 
Crm-rzfer-iz-Ph

"e- 'i .:-:

H. Cressey, of Cumberland Mills, 
-Zerber: 7j. <>f Trenton, New Jersey; William

C. Schze:derr r>* Sz, Ixxiis, MfawurL
Secretary-Trear-'rer—Horace H, Hammer, of Heading, Penn- 

syrvaDfa.
CGzrz^zd^dn-Chief Irelan: I believe it is customary at an 

mstallatfon ?.^rvh>-; -/> .-orne stereotype phrases that are 
usually nsed, Ir. doina’ ?:o 1 want you, my brothers, each ami 
every r-e cf yc-: rz> 7eaEz<. that the utterances that i am about 
to mske com* from that organ k-nn which regulates the 
&nd regulates the conduct and the life,

I say to yon that T consider this, the office to which you 
have elected me this afternoon, the highest honor in the g 
mafl- The reason that I say that Is this, that our Order Is an

.-Chief-rlec-: Irelan: I would be very glad if 
:azi^r-:z-€hief would act in that capacity.
:-Ch:ei: I shall be very glad to do so.
ir Allowing officers were then duly installed, 
e: C'.ffin acting as installing officer:
.Chief—Edwin C. Irelan, of Baltimore, Md.
• ■.zaHUEcer-in-Chief—Frederick J. McMurtrie,

spirit and a ,.e«U'«s aesive ,0 Htl0 |J||m
we all love. advance as we go by. ’ ",U(n

??’; mo-;( earnea«y of my great npprocia- 
non c. <...< ---- < • < .. evuteued upon mo a year ago. (Applause).

-as: < cz’;'.v..'*'.zey-'.v.A hief Spoelman: This Im nrnrolv a little 
•ekez o: esteem of your own boys. Il conms from
the Lzezxeezs c: Division, and In tholr name T ask von
to accep: :^se cm. links, emblematic of the Golden Rulo of 
friendship^ :'?s: when you come back to us aa a private in the 
ranks "e knew you will do your duty (hen and there as 
you have doze i: so nobly and so well in this year of your admin
istration of :he Order as its Commander-in-Chief; and God bless 
you. •Applause'.

c ?zi—azzer-iz-c z:e: coffin: Brother Speelman, I assure you 
erzb-ers oi my home Division that there is nothing 
zes mere keenly, or which I could appreciate more, 
ckez c: :?.e:r love and respect from the home folks.

say now before the entire Encampment, as 
in: Z have appreciated more and deeper as the 
y. :heir very earnest backing up of their Com
be.ause they came across, they showed what 
I appreciate it more keenly than I can express
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Junior Vice Com-

Deeply realizingKlein:

It 
you

Order based upon a heritage left you and me by a loyal sire, 
is incumbent upon you and me to make this Order what 
and myself feel it should be.

There are responsibilities in the assumption of the executive 
head of this Order. Those duties, obligations and responsibili
ties I fully realize. I desire to serve you to the best of my 
ability to bring to you at the end of the administration a report 
which will possibly merit your concurrence and bring the Order 
up to your expectation if within the gift of my powers I am 
able to* do so, with your assistance.

The time, as you heard on the floor of your Encampment 
today, is here when there must be an active, aggressive, consecrated 
administration. The officers of your Commandery-in-Chief must 
depend upon the several units composing the Commandery-in- 
Chief to make good this promise I have made to you.

I say to you, my brothers, that I trust you will give to me, 
as you have given to the Past Commanders-in-Chief during their 
administration, that degree of loyalty, that degree of support, 
that when the administration upon which I am now entering 
with the other officers you have elected this afternoon comes to 
a close, we can come to you in 1926 with words of commission; 
with work of action and not of words, that when we say one 
word or another we mean to back it up with that concentration 
of effort that will bring forth the desired results from the indi
vidual standpoint, and the individual standpoint of the indi
vidual members of the parent organization as well as the allied 
bodies.

I feel, inasmuch as you have been in continuous session to
day, and have been favored with a flow of oratory better than I 
can give you, that I should bring my remarks at this time to a 
close to permit those of my colleagues who will serve you to 
bring you some message, some means of encouragement in your 
work, because I feel that the Commandery-in-Chief of which you 
are the individual and parcel, is the fountain head from which 
inspiration must be gathered, and that inspiration disseminated 
among the individual members of the Order if we make this 
Order what it should be.

And let me in closing say to you, and when 1 say these 
simple words I do so in their largest sense, I thank you for the 
honor conferred, and may He who rules our destiny give to ine 
that wisdom, that power, that energetic effort that shall bring 
to you a successful administration. (Applause).

'Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief ‘McMurtrie: He is happy 
indeed who has many true friends. The realization of that has 
come to me this afternoon in the vote that has been extended 
to me. However, I can only say at this time, brothers, I thank 
you one and all.

I pledge to you, My Chief, during the entire year the best of 
my_ ability in aiding you in any capacity to which you may 
assign me, and at the close of the year, one year hence, I hope 
to meet you and have you feel exactly the same toward me as 
you do today. I thank you. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Irelan: Has the 
mander-in-Chief anything to say?

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief
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thank you.
serve you to your best interests.

National Secretary Hammer:

W. M. COFFIN, 
Commander-in-Chief.Attest:

H. H. HAMMER,
National Secretary-Treasurer.

the great honor given to me t’ 
brothers that I 'will serve you to the best

The foregoing is a 
the Forty-fourth Annual 
Chief, Sons of Veterans, U. iS. A.

Commander-in-Chief Irelan: There being no further busi
ness to come before the Encampment, we will proceed to close.

Whereupon at 2:25 o’clock p. m. the Encampment was closed 
in due form.

correct transcript of the proceedings of 
Encampment of the Commandery-in-

J this time to thank the
--- ...e honor conferred

d?? JJlav° on]y t0 say to the 
endeavor at all times to act in the^bZst'interes^of ’them-ganTza- 
tion.

Commander-in-Chief, call upon your Junior Vice Commander 
in-Chief and he will respond to the best of his aWty ? thank 
you. (Applause).

Council-in-Chief Cressey: T  
members of the Commandery-in-Chief for the 
upon me for a second time.

And I wish to assure you, my Commander, that I will be 
your service and assist you in any way that I can to make your 
term cf office successful. (Applause).

Council-in-Chief Williams: I wish to express my apprecia
tion for the confidence you have shown in me by returning me 
to this office with my good brother, and I assure you that in the 
coming year I will be just as faithful to the Order as I have 
always been. (Applause).

Council-in-Chief Schneider: Commander-in-Chief and Broth
ers: I wish to thank you Brothers of this Encampment from 
the bottom of my heart for the honor that you have conferred 
upon me, and I assure you that if there is any time I can be 
of assistance to you, I shall be glad to do so. (Applause).

Commander-in-Chief Irelan: We will be very glad to hear 
from him who is the bulwark of our organization, our dear and 
beloved Secretary, 'Brother Hammer.

National Secretary-Treasurer Hammer: I am just able to 
And as long as I am capable and can, I will try to 

I thank you. (Applause).
I move that the usual num

ber of printed proceedings of the Encampment be provided and 
they they be forwarded to Divisions for promulgation to Camps. 
(Adopted).

Commander-in-Chief Irelan:
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towit:
‘Whereas, The Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of Vet

erans in regular session in Milwaukee, in 1923, adopted a reso
lution asking the National Encampment of the Grand Army of 
the Republic to name a committee representing that organiza
tion to confer with a committee to be named to represent the 
order of the Sons of Veterans, to consider, among other things, 
a change in the name of the order of the -Sons of Veterans that 
would clearly indicate and designate of whom the order con
sists, and

"Whereas, Dr. L. F. Arensburg, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, has named a committee to repre
sent that organization consisting of Past Commanders-in-Chief 
Willett, Burton and King, and ,

“Whereas, That committee has communicated to the com
mittee representing our order, that they have unanimously de
cided to recommend to the National Encampment of the Grand 
Army of the Republic that the Order of the Sons of Veterans, 
United 'States of America, adopt the name “Sons of Union Vet
erans of the Civil War;” be it

“Resolved, That the Commandery-in-Chief of the Sons of 
Veterans in regular session do hereby adopt the recommendation 
of the committee representing the Grand Army of the Republic,

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY GRAND ARMY OF THE RE
PUBLIC AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., SEPT. 3, 1925.

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 'Sept. 3, 1925.
Commander-in-Chief:

Your committee on conference on name hereafter to be 
borne by the 'Sons of Veterans, beg leave to make the following 
report:

FIRST: We have thoroughly canvassed and investigated 
the subject matter as regards the change of name of the Sons 
of Veterans in harmony with the purposes for which we under
stand we were appointed and have held repeated and extended 
conferences with the committee of the Sons of Veterans during 
the current Encampment week, and after mature deliberation 
and careful consideration of the facts and surrounding circum
stances, your committee, together with the committee of the 
Sons of Veterans, have settled upon a change of name, and 
under date of September 1, 1925, the Commandery-in-Chief of 
the Sons of Veterans, in regular session in the City of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, adopted the following

RESOLUTION'S,
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1

-

A ftPQt'
H. H. HAMMER, 

National Secretary.

I
1

The original of which resolutions, certified as above, being here
to attached, marked Exhibit “A,” and made a part of this report.

Therefore, your committee in furtherance of the foregoing 
action of the Sons of Veterans, do hereby approve of the name 
therein adopted, towit: “'Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War” and we unanimously recommend to the National Encamp
ment of the Grand Army of the Republic now in session, that 
this change of name shall be and hereby is approved by this 
National Encampment.

Respectfully submitted,
J. W. WILLETT,
JNO. R. KING,
C. G. BURTON.

and subject to the <^PPio1 J>1 the National Encampment of the 
Grand Army or the Republic of the recommendation of their 
committee, such portions of the Constitution and Regulations of fte order of the Sons of Veterans, TJ. S. A„ as peTin to the 
name of the oidei, be i epealed and in lieu thereof the name

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
be adopted and inserted; and be it further

"Resolved, That a committee be named by the Commander
in-Chief, with full power to act upon such details as may be 
found necessary to change the Constitution and Regulations 
ritual, badges and all forms, reports and papers to conform to 
the name iSons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and further 
to take such legal action as may be necessary to cause the cor
porate name of the order of the Sons of Veterans, United States 
of America, to be changed to that of Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War.”

The above resolution iwas adopted at a regular session of 
the Commandery-iii-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, held in the 
City of Grand Rapids, Michigan, Tuesday, September 1, 1925.

W. IM. COFFIN,
Commander-in-Chief.

SECOND: Your committee make further report:

agreed \ipon°a repTrt^or this Encampment,

the following resolution, towit:
Resolved, That we, the representatives of t le in ses. 

Annual Encampment of the Grand Army of September,
sion in Grand Rapids, Michigan, ‘1>V—and patrioHc 
A. D. 1925, do hereby recognize the noble the
objects, aims and purposes of the 'Sons of beiowortliy of the sup- 
Civil War, and believe that orgamzation be it further
Port and encouragement of all loyal peop ,

Resolved, That we cheerfully extend to the said Sons
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THE FEDERATED PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES, ALLIED WITH 
THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.

of the Grand Army of the Republic at Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
on September 3rd, 1925).

MINUTES OF SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

Grand Rapids, Michigan, Sunday, August 30, 1925.
The Sixth Annual Conference of the Federated Patriotic 

'Societies, allied with the Grand Army of the Republic, was held 
on above date at Hotel Pantlind. Officers present were President 
Drusilla I. Thayer, Vice President Ida S. McBride and Secretary- 
Treasurer Samuel IS. Horn.

The meeting was called to order at three o’clock p. m., by 
the President who extended greetings to those in attendance and 
called upon Past National President, Lola S. Elliot of the Daugh
ters of Veterans to offer an opening prayer. Sister Elliot re
sponded in a beautifully worded invocation, following 'which 
all joined in singing “America.” The Universal Pledge of Alle
giance to the Flag was then given, led by Comrade L. Long
fellow, Patriotic Instructor of the G. A. R.

Following the roll call (see complete list of voting attend
ance attached), the minutes of the last previous conference at 
Boston, were on motion dispensed with and approved as pub
lished in the several Journals of Proceedings, and as submitted 
by the Secretary in printed copies distributed.

Secretary-Treasurer Horn presented an interesting written 
report, interpolating it at different points with special refer
ences. The report is as follows:

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY.
August 30, 1925. .

To the Officers and Members, Sixth Annual Conference, Feder
ated Patriotic 'Societies, Grand Rapids, Michigan:
It is perhaps unusual to submit a formal report for consid

eration of this body. Yet I believe the organization should now 
have certain fundamentals for future action based upon its 
experiences and as viewed by these who may have taken more 
than an ordinary interest in the mutual work of the Allied 
Orders.

Union Veterans of the Civil War a cordial -welcome as an allied 
society of the Grand Army of the Republic and we bid this 
organization of our sons God-speed in the noble work to which 
it is consecrated, and recommend all Departments, Posts and 
Comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic to accept their 
services on all occasions when it is proper so to do, to the end 
that it may increase and prosper and teach to future generations 
of our nation the principles of Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty.

J. VV. WILLETT 
JNO. R. KING, 
C. G. BURTON.

(The above report was adopted by the National Encampment
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From close observation it has seemed that thus far it has 
been an organization without a definite aim or policy, yet banded 
together, strong in desire to be of value to, and influence in, 
the cause ot patriotic work. Working individually rather 
than collectively, we are actuated more by the impulses of our 
separate organizations, viewing these annual meetings more as 
a “get-to-gether meeting,” lacking the complete effort of rati
fication of conclusions. We thus fail to give it due regard as 
the “Clearing House of Patriotism it should be as representing 
the combined force of hundreds of thousands loyal men and 
women who would be powerful in a unified force and influence.

With due respect to a general desire always on the part of 
officers of all organizations to properly serve those who elect 
them, selections are frequently made as a compliment, the neces
sary qualifications being forgotten for the time. A consideration 
must be given to the fact that here is a real work to be carried 
on and that the annual meetings are a part of the general work 
rather than simply an annual incident.

I am considering what I believe to be the needs of the organi
zation when I suggest that if we are to become practical in the 
.•work, the future 'Secretary should be chosen for a term of not 
less than three years;—and that there might be a re-election of 
officers; that choice be made from those who have been active 
in the work of patriotism in their respective bodies and whose 
past continuous service is an assurance of a loyal, constant, 
prompt and intensive interest necessary to the success of the 
Society. It would also seem to me that this Society should be 
of such influence, power and weight, with the respective organi
zations, that its actions would be such as to generally assure 
the adoption of their conclusions by each of the allied bodies, 
yielding any personal ideas to the paramount good of all, that 
our Nation might be blest and aided by our work. When I 
realize and remember the wonderful unity of purpose, and such 
traveling “hand-in-hand” as existed during the term in which I 
was Commander-in-Chief of my organization, it would seem that 
any minor differences as existed might be sunk into the discard 
in a unified co-operation, leaving such differences as an indi
vidual thought rather than a barrier to a common good. Until 
such a level is maintained we may consider ourselves as with
out a destination and -with a social annual gathering as the only 
objective.

I never realized the possibilities of this iSociety until, by 
virtue of the office I held, I became a member. In a desire to 
conserve some of that possibility, I presented certain Resolu
tions last year. In a measure they worked to an accomplished 
encl, but, owing to certain conditions, the full result hoped foi 
was not attained.

Your indulgence is craved for any apparent useto pei pe 
dicular pronoun “I.” It is an expression which cannot entirely 
be avoided and is the result of personal thought, - P tangible 
a desire to use it to bring to this conference, something ta 
for consideration. , . 

For several months after being elected, this o®^ ™ the 
Properly function, owing to delay in lece o goon pos. 
Boston meeting, and the funds of Soc y. complete
sible thereafter, efforts were directed to establishing a conn
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the Grand Army of the Republic, should be in the family circle 
of this Society. To my mind it is useless to continue unless 
this be so. To my mind also, it is a question as to the seeming 
discourtesy to the parent organization not to be associated here
in to the fullest extent intended in the ideas which were the 
initiative of this 'Society.

I present supplementary to this report, a submission for an 
established form of By-Law, together with other submissions 
which seem proper for consideration and adoption. Also a finan
cial report as Treasurer.

My thanks are due 'Sister Thayer, President, for her cour
tesies and forbearance during the past year. She has had a real 
interest in the work. Sister Vice President McBride has supple
mented her former work in the gospel of patriotism. The rela-

basis of records and to further the work and to place before this 
Society the results of study that we might consider our own 
future. I believe that the Federated Patriotic Societies is one 
of the salvations of our organizations.

In September, 1923, Sister Louise Benson in passing
records to her successor, very properly suggested that “it 
seem very desirable that a record book be established, 
record of the first meeting being leaves clipped from a 
of the Woman’s Relief Corps and later only loosely 
records.”

Even the loosely written records were incomplete. Finding 
that the Woman’s Relief Corps had published in each 
Annual Proceedings, the minutes of the successive meetings, it 
was 1  ’ L
of that body to secure sufficient back copies to make a complete 
record available. With this record now established under cover, 
there are extracts of the action of the Society of each year as 

- a basis for our present functioning. The thanks of this Society 
are due and hereby tendered to the Relief Corps for their kindly 
courtesy in the matter.

A suggestion was also made at that time that the funds 
might be continued in one bank in the name of the 'Society. This 
seems impracticable, especially with an annual change in office. 
Until some change is made in the tenure of office of the Secre
tary-Treasurer, it would seem more logical to turn over at the 
annual meeting, a draft or certified check to the successor in 
office, leaving any outstanding bills presented too late for pay
ment, to be cared for by the new officer as a part of the succeed
ing year’s records. This plan I have adopted and with my report 
herewith as Treasurer, such a check is ready for my successor.

It would seem consistent also, that Officers of the Society 
should be chosen from the list of retiring National Chiefs or 
from Past National Chief Executives, whom by virtue of service 
is a voting member of the Society.

The Allied Orders should also in response to a request from 
this body, arrange to publish as part of their proceedings, a 
record of the minutes of these meetings each year, now being- 
done by only a portion.

Another matter of import it would seem, (and I do not be
lieve this Society can properly function otherwise), is, that 
every organization recognized by, allied with and kindred to,

of their

possible through the courtesy of this year’s National Officers
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$131.50

Mar. 7-

$ 79.33

=5

Balance on hand in certified check herewith 
Respectfully submitted, 

S. S. HORN, 
Treasurer.

Aggregate receipts  
Disbursements—

Feb. 11—^Stamps for President  
Stamps for Vice President  
(Stamps for Secretary-Treasurer . 
'Stationery for 'Officers  
Postage for shipping stationery .

July 31—Circular notices and return cards 
Postage sending out circulars ...

Aug. 14—Menus and Creed cards
Aug. 19—'Pledge of Allegiance place cards 

$ 4.00
2.00
5.00

15.25
1.22
9.25
3.00
8.75
3.70  --------  $ 52.17

On motion of Sister ’Maybelle Plymire, the report was com
mended and ordered placed on file as part of the minutes of the 
Conference.

At this point, President Thayer made interesting remarks 
in connection with the work of the Societies and of the joint 
effort of the officers to place it in a commanding position inL the 
list of patriotic societies, with an established policy and outline 
of duties to accomplish. She spoke of the cordial relationship 
and co-operation while she 'was a National President, with tie 
Commander-in-Chief of the “Sons,” and its continuance in the 
co-related offices this year of President and Secretary, suggest
ing that it had much to do with the success of the year and its 
anticipated future progress. She referred to the fact that mu 
thought and work were represented in the report of t

lions with the heads o£ the Allied Orders has been nleasnnt and 

S SrBS * 
has been vitally intci ested and unusually energetic in his work 
for the honor or his comrade’s services and has led the van in 
patriotic endeavor.

Thanks too, to the members of this Association for honoring 
me as its Secretary and giving me this opportunity to render 
this report and other submissions for consideration.

Fraternally and loyally yours,
S. S. HORN, 

Secretary.
FINANCIAL REPORT, FEDERATED PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES.
Balance on hand, received from former Treasurer $ 31.50 

Receipts—
Contribution, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A $25.00 
Contribution, Woman’s Relief Corps  25.00 
Contribution, Daughters of Veterans  25.00 
Contribution, Sons of Veterans Auxiliary  25.00 

 --------  $100.00
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tary and in proposed By-Laws and Resolutions he would 
copies of which had been placed in her hands previously.

Commander-in-Chief Louis F. Arensberg of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, who had just previously arrived and was greeted 
•with great applause, was then formally introduced to the Con
ference by the President. He made an excellent and inspiring 
address and was frequently interrupted by loud applause. & 
expressed his pleasure at being permitted to speak to a — 
sentative gathering of the several organizations, and then 
ferred to many matters of vital interest to all patriotic Ameri
cans, and especially to the "Boys in Blue” and those who were 
identified with their interests. He deprecated the fact that 
legislation such as the ‘‘Stone Mountain Coinage Act” and the 
-Lee Mansion Restoration Bill” had been passed without a 
proper Legislative Committee to have them scanned closely to 
have discovered their real intent. He suggested the appoint
ment of joint legislative committees, and a close scrutiny of all 
bills of a character that might hide an intent to be detrimental 
to patriotic interests, and especially those which might seriously 
affect the institutions and traditions of an ever loyal people. He 
urged the members of all the Orders to be ever watchful of the 
interests of those always loyal to the Nation, its Institutions 
and its Flag, and by word and deed exemplify the highest stand
ard of true American citizenship.

On motion of Comrade Longfellow and -Secretary Horn, the 
Conference heartily endorsed the utterances of the Commander
in-Chief, as well as his earnest patriotic endeavors during his 
term of office.

Regular business being resumed, 'Secretary Horn presented 
a series of By-Laws, with Supplementary Objectives and Order 
of Business, -which were read, being interpolated at times for 
explanation or for the information of members asking questions, 
by the Secretary. On motion of Sister Addie Wallace, the By- 
Laws, (Supplementary list of Objectives and Order of Business, 
were unanimously adopted, as follows:

BY-LAWS,
FEDERATED PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES, ALLIED WITH THE 

GRAND AR-MY OF THE REPUBLIC.
Submitted at Grand Rapids, Michigan, August SO, 1925.

ARTICLE I.—NAME.
of this Society shall be: FEDERATED PATRI- 

muT?T>^JJ?TIES, ALLIED WITH THE GRAND ARMY OF 
XHiii REPUBLIC.

ARTICLE II.—OBJECTS.
The objects of this 'Society shall be:

‘\cIoser union and relationship of the patriotic in- 
the Orders allied to the Grand Army of the Republic;

AmJ;°„r'rOn!Ote' foster and support, in these United States of 
Fine- a true_Americanism, love of Country, respect to the 
to thn e4.for tlle sPirit of our Institutions and obedience 

ine Constitution and laws of the land in which we live;
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handed down 
our fore-

’ for the Allied 
purpose, harmony 

service in the com- 
s and Ob-

tenipts its^TnXiHons^^Ve^l
disloyalty or tend to impair the great heritage ] ’ 1
to us and secured by the services and sacrifices of 
fathers;

To serve as a “Clearing House of Patriotism’ 
Orders, that there may be a greater unity of 
of methods and solidity of action in their 
mon cause as expressed in their Preamble, Principles 
jects.

iSitting National Chief Executives.
Past National Chief Executives.
■Sitting National Patriotic Instructors.
Sitting National Secretaries.
Founders of the Society (not included in above).
Past Officers of the Society who have served one full 
term of office prior to the 'Boston 1924 meeting.
One Delegate from each Organization, certified to 
the Secretary by the National Chief Executive.

Non-listed Attending Voting Membership;
(a) Any member of the several Organizations who may 

be present who are serving or who shall have served 
as an Officer or on the Staff of the National body.

•Honorary Voting Membership;
(a) iSitting and Past Commanders-in-Chief of the G. A. R.
(b) -Sitting Adjutant General and Patriotic Instructor 

G. A. R.
ARTICLE V—OFFICER'S.

The Officers of the -Society shall be chosen from the Sitting 
or Past National Chiefs of the Allied Orders who are present at 
the Conference, not more than one officer from eithei of 
Orders, and who may be subject to -relection, as follows.

President—For a term of one year.
Vice President—’For a term of one year.
Secretary-Treasurer—For a term of three years.

ARTICLE VI— DUES.
, The dues to the Society shall be a subscription of! $25.00 
from each National body allied to the G. A. R., P 
not more than once annually.

ARTICLE III.—MEETINGS.
The meetings of this Society shall be held Annually at the 

same time and place as the National Encampment of the Grand 
Army of the Republic and its Allied Bodies, on a day preceding 
the formal openings of such Conventions. Each such meetinc 
shall be termed a “CONFERENCE.”

ARTICLE IV—MEMBERSHIP.

•Membership shall consist of the several Organizations recog
nized as allied to and affiliated with the Grand Army of the Re
public, represented by a voting membership as follows:

Listed Regular Voting Membership;
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
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ARTICLE VII—STATE BRANCHES.
State branches may be established, to conform co-relativelv 

uxiv *"**>^?'—--------- ’ —''J may
represented in Annual National Conference by the Division 
Department Chief and ’Patriotic Instructor or an Alternate

to the National Society. Where State branches exist, they

Department Chief and Patriotic Instructor 
to such Officers.

ARTICLE VIII—AMENDMENTS.

Any amendments to these laws must be submitted in 'writ
ing and shall clearly state the amendment, together -with the 
Section or Article as it would appear as amended. Amendments 
shall be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the voting membership 
present at any Annual Conference, after it shall have been 
properly presented, read and discussed.

’ GENERAL AND SUPPLEMENTARY OBJECTIVES.
(1) A recognition and adoption of a policy by all Organi

zations, -Societies and public and private gatherings, that noth
ing but the Holy Bible shall ever rest upon the Flag of the 
United States of America.

(2) To prevent any desecration of the Flag of the United 
States of America by lettering or advertisement; or use upon 
any article of merchandise or a receptacle for such; or any 
mutilation, defacing, defiling, trampling upon, or by word or 
act cast contempt upon such Flag; or the use of any Red Flag, 
Black Flag, Sacreligious Flag or Banner; or use of any such 
Flag or Banner as is not the recognized Flag of any existing 
and friendly foreign Nation.

(3) To require the Flag of the United States of America to 
be displayed at the head of every public parade; in or at every 
election polling place; in or at every public school and at every 
public gathering.

(4) To secure the issuance of a public State proclamation 
covering Flag Day; and adherence to a universal proper display 
of the Flag of the United States of America wherever it may be 
used; to have the Universal Pledge of Allegiance generally used 
and regularly taught in the public schools of the land.

(5) To work for legislation in the Nation and in every 
State for “Flag Laws;” for the proper gift of Flags for Veterans’ 
graves with a recognition of the Allied bodies or general com
mittee of such to be the recipient of contributions for Memo
rial Day work; for the gift of grave markers for Veterans’ 
graves and for their proper listing, for grave or headstones for 
such by Counties or other sub-divisions of the States, and proper 
care for all public (Memorials.

(6) For Legislative Committees in Congress and in Legis
latures to scrutinize all Bills affecting the Veterans; for a deter
mined effort for the passage of all proper bills and for the defeat 
or repeal of such bills as are detrimental to the welfare of the 
Nation, the interests of the Veterans and the causes for which 
they fought.

(7) For the elimination of all improper history text-books 
in the public schools as belittle our patriots and their deeds in 
the history of our Country and especially in the Civil War.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

THE AMERICAN'S CREED.
(Wm. Tyler Page)

I believe in the United 'States of America as a government, 
of the people, by the people, for the people; whose just powers 
are derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a 
republic; a sovereign nation of many sovereign states; a perfect 
union, one and inseparable; established upon those principles 
of freedom, equality, justice and humanity for which American 
patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. I therefore believe 
it is my duty to my country to love it; to support its Constitu
tion; to obey its laws; to respect its Flag; and to defend it from 
all enemies.

Sister Wallace suggested that the By-Laws be 
each organization and those interested might have a copy, 
information was volunteered by the Secretary to the efiect that 
each of the Allied Orders would print a compiefe iecord ot t 
minutes of the Conference which would include the y < ,
full. This, he argued, would fully serve the purpose and avoid 
an unnecessary and excessive expense.

A set of Resolutions, prepared by th® .^q^S^in pre
sented to the meeting and read in full. The ^cietaiy >n 
senting the Resolutions, suggested that unless the

(S) Assistance in the cause of American
welfare of the youth of our land; the suppressionandV“\ 
elimination ol papers published in foreign langua™ d final 
resoundingly published in English, to the endthatSfL IeSS T’ 
One Country, One Language, One Flag. that there ma>’ be

(9) A co-operation with all kindred patriotic
Veteran’s organizations in all work of Amerieanisni Pn? ?s,.and 
Love of Country and the institutions and heritagei’t represent

(10) Legislation for restriction of sports for at Icnct ™morning of Memorial Day. at east on tIle

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Call to Order.
Prayer.
Hymn, “America.”
Universal Pledge of Allegiance to the Flaff
Roll Call of Officers.
Roll of attendance of voting membership
(Minutes of previous meeting.
Report of 'Secretary-Treasurer.
New and General Business.
Reports and remarks from Individual Organizations.
'Miscellaneous: Open Forum for Good of the Orders.
Election of Officers.
The “American’s Creed” in unison.
“Star Spangled Banner.”
Adjournment. (Banquet).

Any business may be postponed for action upon same at 
the banquet meeting, except that the election of officers shall be 
held before recess.
banquet is held.
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was recog
nized, spoke on Thanksgiving Day as a patriotic day, and offered

son of action by all the Allied Bodies, the work would be at 
cross-purposes, and that the real objects of the Societies and the 
necessary results, could not be attained. The approval of the 
Resolutions by the Conference would result in a copy being sent 
to each of the Orders in convention assembled, backed by those 
Societies composed of active members of each organization, 
recommending, and possibly insuring, their adoption by all.

jjote:—(From the fact that the acoustic properties of the 
meeting hall were very poor, which had already affected the 
comfort of the hearers, many present could not hear the entire 
reading of the several paragraphs of the Resolutions. Conse
quently a motion to adopt them caused a number of questions 
and aiso considerable discussion as to the real import of the 
paragraphs submitted. Remarks and inquiries and a participa
tion in the general discussion were made and entered into by 
Comrades Pilcher and Longfellow, Brother Coffin and Sisters 
Flood. Hoster, Wallace, Bender, President Thayer and Secre
tary Horn. Motions for postponement, re-reference, re-considera
tion of the laws adopted, etc., were offered, but were subsequent
ly withdrawn. It iwas finally agreed that instead of adjourning 
at the end of the afternoon session, there would be a recess and 
a continuation of the meeting at the evening dinner, where the 
Resolutions would be again read and offered for adoption under 
probable better and more satisfactory conditions for hearing. 
The Resolutions were temporarily withdrawn and appear in 
these minutes later).

The President suggested that as it was necessary to recess 
shortly, and that election of officers must take place prior to 
recess, a number of those present whom it was desirous to hear 
from would be placed on the speakers list for the dinner. Sister 
Plymire suggested that as Sister McMillan, National President 
of the Ladies of the G. A. R., who were not yet a part of the 
'Societies, was present, she be called on at this time. Sister Mc
Millan responded as follows: “I did not expect to be called upon 
as I understand our organization is not yet affiliated. I have 
enjoyed the meeting and the remarks I have listened to, and as 
National President of the Ladies of the G. A. R., I will do my 
part to see that we join the Societies.” (Applause).

(Sister Rae Druck of the Woman’s Relief Corps

the following Resolutions:

RESOLUTION.
The Federated Patriotic Societies allied with the Grand 

Army of the Republic, consisting of the Woman’s Relief Corps, 
Ladies of the G. A. R., Daughters of Veterans, Sons of Veterans, 
U. S. A., and the Sons of Veterans Auxiliary, in session assem
bled at Grand Rapids, Mich., August 30, 1925, do hereby approve 
the Resolutions presented by Mrs. Rae B. Druck to the Woman's 
Relief Corps, as hereinafter expressed;

We do further present it herewith to the several organiza
tions in Encampment assembled at Grand Rapids and recom
mend its adoption, and a furtherance to the desired end through 
General Orders and through all other influences to secure its 
general observance:

Whereas, The holiday of Thanksgiving affords a most fit-
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On motion of Secretary Horn and Sister Wallace, the Reso
lutions were unanimously approved and ordered referred to 
each of the several Allied -Bodies with earnest request for adop
tion in each of their conventions.

Time of recess being near at hand, the President called for 
nomination and election of officers for the ensuing year.

The following were placed in nomination and unanimously 
elected:

President, Wm. M. Coffin, retiring Commander-in-Chief, S. V., 
3755 Hyde Park Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio.

Vice President, Grace B. Willard, retiring National Presi
dent, W. R. C., 1401 N. Fairfax Ave., Los Angeles, Cal.

'Secretary-Treasurer, Kate G. Raynor, Past National Presi
dent, S. V. Auxiliary, 660 Oakwood Ave., Toledo, Ohio.

With the recital of the “American’s Creed” in unison, and 
a singing of the “Star -Spangled Banner,” the conference ic- 
cessed to the Rotary Club Room of the Pantlind Hotel for tne 
dinner and further and final session.

The Societies reconvened at six p. m. in banquet aa^ l*si 
ness session. -Eighty-five members of the allied bod es«athe 
about the banquet table in social companionship. in
Society in addition to the Officers and the National 
eluded the following: Commander-in-Chief L. h anj 
Past Commanders-in-Chief John R. d<ing, ^e'vis • Long- 
James W. Willett of the G. A. R., and Patriotic Instiuctoi do g 
fellow.

Following the dinner and a patriotic song by Biothm 
Jenkins of the Illinois ‘^Sons,” President Thayer te

^minder of the struggles and sacrifices, efforts and aclHexe 
^enU which paved the way for the -United States of A.nerka of 
[oday, the laud of opportunity, and

Wheueas. The real significance underlying the celebration 
of Thanksgiving Day, the spirit of thankfulness to God as well 
" to our Country, is embodied in the first National Thanksgiv
ing Proclamation issued by President Washington, October 3, 
1789, and

•Whereas, The patriotic observance of the Day offers a splen
did opportunity for impressing the history of our Country and 
the American Ideals of Citizenship upon the minds and hearts 
of our children and citizens, thereby arousing a greater degree 
of patriotism, loyalty, and appreciation of our Country, now 
therefore be it

Resolved, That we include in our usual observance of 
Thanksgiving Day the patriotic significance of that Day and 
that we urge upon our membership the display of the Flag as 
on other National Holidays, and use every effort with the Na
tional American Commission and other organizations to include 
Thanksgiving Day in the list of Flag Days, and include the 
triotic observance of Thanksgiving in.all Americanization 
grams.
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ings and prefaced the introduction of the speakers in the follow
ing words:

'•‘Comrades and Friends, I feel that this is the close of an 
almost perfect day, and I am happy that you came to Mrs. Mc
Bride’s and Sam’s and my party. I feel that we are greatly 
honored tonight. It is really an unusual thing to have the heads 
of all of the organizations we are affiliated with, present with 
us. Just look around this table! We have our fathers; our 
mother organization; our sisters and our brothers, and I think 
•we should feel very highly honored and very happy. I ]£now 
that each and every one of you do feel so.

“I know there is one we never tire of hearing, and we are 
honored by having our Commander-in-Chief with us this even
ing—it is an honor to be proud of—and I take great pleasure 
in presenting Commander-in-Chief Arensberg to you again this 
evening and in asking him to say a few words.”

The Commander-in-Chief made extended remarks, compli
menting the 'Societies upon their organization and their interest 
in the general -work. I-le commended the several resolutions 
under consideration, and in general supplemented upon the 
topics of his afternoon address. He urged that the resolutions 
upon adoption be the basis not simply of paper action but that 
it be followed with the energy of action which leads to victory 
in all conquests for good.

National President Grace B. Willard of the W. R. C., and 
Vice President-elect of the Societies responded to an introduc
tion and gave an interesting talk. iShe referred to the great 
value of the organization to the allied bodies and complimented 
the work of the 'Secretary. She commented upon her associa
tion with the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons, extended the 
greetings of the Corps and thanked the members for the honor 
of being chosen Vice President. She pledged co-operation with 
the new President and gave a kindly tribute to the several 
Orders.

National President Nellie McMillan of the Ladies of the 
G. A. R. spoke of the adage “in union there is strength” and 
applied it to the co-operative force of the Societies, concluding 
with the words “Inspire me Oh Star Spangled Banner, to be 
faithful and loyal and true to the obligation I have taken in the 
cause I represent.”

National President 'Maybelle Plymire of the Daughters of 
Veterans, told of the wonderful heritage in our hands as the 
km to the Grand Army of the Republic, and the Union Veterans. 
She pleaded for the slogan of “’One Country, One Flag” in re
ferring to the display of so many Flags besides “Old Glory.” 
She gave the greetings of the “Daughters,” spoke feelingly in 
referring to the Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army, and 
pledged her organization in all patriotic kindred works.

National President Ida H. Rokes of the Sons of Veterans 
Auxiliary compared the distance separating her from the Chiefs 
of the other orders in the extreme west but spoke of the close 
connections and team work which melted distance and made 
each other near and dear. She told how her organization had 
been especially interested in the initiatives of the Societies and 
expressed a thankfulness for the brotherly and sisterly deeds
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Judge McBride in his remarks suggested

of all the orders in co-relative and co 
ferred to a particular interest in the

1

co-operative work. She re
sensed the action of her convention 'to br^iinanimoi^1 aXroTal 
and a determined effort to further the tenets the resolutions 
seek to establish. She brought the greetings of her convention 
and wished for successful sessions to all the allied bodies “ 

Commander-in-Chief Win. M. Coffin of the Sons of Veterans 
and the newly elected President of the Society pledged every 
effort to further the objects of the Societies, whose general 
policies were those he had endeavored to preach and practice to 
and through his organization. He asked for a short conference 
after the meeting, with the heads of the several orders to dis
cuss ways and means for accomplishing some of the ’ desired 
results.

Interesting and eloquent remarks were made by Past Com- 
manders-in-Chief Lewis Pilcher, James W. Willett, John R. King, 
Patriotic Instructor L. Longfellow and Judge Advocate General 
McBride of the G. A. R., Ida S. 'McBride, Vice President of the 
Societies and Kate G. Raynor, newly elected Secretary-Treas
urer. Comrade Pilcher spoke of his pride in being a “citizen of 
the United States” and suggested that in our pride of such citi
zenship, with this organization before us, it stimulated us in 
making our country even more worthy of our pride. Comrade 
King remarked that he had no idea heretofore of the extent of 
the 'Societies; that we should teach with more energy than ever, 
true patritoism, that we in turn as had the Union Veterans, 
hand down the Flag to the coming generations, without dis
honor, without defect and without defeat; to be true to the Flag 
and all that it stands for. Comrade ‘Willett spoke of the matter 
of immigration and naturalization; the need to teach the true 
tenets of our form of government that the “melting pot” may 
work as it should. He spoke of the disregard for law and urged 
education in the principles of patriotism suggesting that liberty 
was not license. Comrade Longfellow said he noted with pride 
that the allied orders were taking advance ground on the ques
tion of teaching loyalty to the Flag, and he gave especial refer
ence to that subject. Judge McBride in his remarks suggested 
that the Federated ‘Patriotic Societies allied with the Grand 
Army of the Republic can control the destinies of the Country, 
and he urged that the combined influence be used in the support 
of the real needs of the U. 'S. A.

(Note:—Space forbids the re-print of the full addresses. 
Through the courtesy of ‘Sister Louise Chandler who volun
teered to shorthand the entire conference, the talks are recor e 
complete for the records of the Societies and filed with 
Secretary).

•Secretary Horn, at the request of the President, responded 
to the speakers collectively. In part, he said:

“I hardly know what to say in response to all the won ei u 
words spoken tonight. The Officers of the Sodehes are mme 
than satisfied if they have brought to the Giand Aimj co 
rades, (particularly to these Past Commandeis-i - ,
our own members also, some knowledge of the 
to do. * * * We know we are not heirs in the sense of an gai 
zation, but we do want to prove in their deci nng years 
Veterans, that hundreds of thousands of loja



I'OKTY-FOURTh300

(Reads Resolutions).

resolution in their con- 
we hope, adoption.”

RESOLUTIONS:
The FEDERATED PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES, Allied with the 

Grand Army of the Republic, approve and present herewith to 
the several Allied Organizations in convention assembled at 
Grand Rapids, 'Michigan, the week of 'September 1st, 1925, for 
consideration and adoption:

That this Organization herewith approves and adopts, or 
hereby ratifies such previous approval and adoption, the Uni
versal Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, and the Flag Code as 
adopted by the National American Commission as a part of its 
Ritual and usages in the Order, and a furtherance of them for 
recognized universal use;

—wives, sisters, sons and daughters, grandsons and grand
daughters, mean to yet make the Giand Aimy of the Republic 
an even greater organization than it has ever been. * * * This 
is a wonderful gathering and on behalf of the officers of the 
.Societies I extend thanks for the wonderful response to our 
efforts I believe it means extended influence. .Many did not 
know the full objects and have never realized before there was 
such an organiaztion -which meant such influence. I fully agree 
with Commander-in-Chief Arensberg that we need action and 
not all talk. Our individual organizations must work as a part 
a cog of the machinery of the entire organization. * * * I ex. 
tend to you all, the heartfelt thanks of the officers of these So
cieties. To the retiring officers, Sister Thayer and -Mother Mc
Bride, that just as there -was a wonderful year twelve months 
ago, so there has been a wonderful year this year. I trust there 
is sufficient influence in the members of our several organiza
tions here tonight to support the measures in their conventions 
and work which mean good results in the unification of in
terests, a solidity of action and above all a sincerity of purpose.

A corrected roll-call of attendance was conducted, and on 
motion of Secretary Horn, to complete all records, it was adopt
ed: That the actions of the Officers of the ‘Societies in con
ducting the work for the year, the arrangements for the con
ference and banquet and the invitation to the guests be ap
proved; that the bills in the hands of the Treasurer for guest 
plates and other expenses be approved and paid; that the thanks 
of the Societies be extended to (Miss Louise Chandler for her 
unselfish services through the meeting, and that the minutes 
of the conference as taken by the stenographer and approved 
by the retiring President and Secretary be adopted as the 
record of the conference. The motion was seconded by Sister 
Addie Wallace, and unanimously adopted.

The set of resolutions offered for approval at the afternoon 
session, and carried over for action until evening session, -were 
then presented by Secretary Horn, supplemented by the follow
ing remarks: ‘'‘These resolutions have been prepared along lines 
as we understood the Grand Army of the Republic desired in 
their work for patriotism and legislation, and we should repre
sent their interests. If approved by these Societies, they are in 
proper shape to pass copies to each of the allied organizations, 
to be referred to their committees on   
vention this week for consideration and,
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now so provided for, 
Chief Executive of this

> of the 
-— ------- vZ the
Civil War, to be represented at Washington, D. C., especially 
during' sessions of Congress, as a part of a general combined 
Committee representing the several Orders, in support of, or 
opposition to, bills affecting the Union Veterans in particular, 
and in patriotic legislation generally;

That this National Body, urge through its General Orders
and otherwise, the establishment in Divisions and Departments 
of similar Committees in reference to all State Legislation;

That, in an appreciation of the furthering of schemes by 
special or disloyal interests to the glory of those who sought 
to destroy this Union and Government, we record this Organi
zation as favoring pension legislation tending to relieve any 
needed condition of all veterans of war «who served under the 
Flag of the U. S. A., and their widows and orphans:—we depre
cate and are opposed to Acts authorizing the coinage of money 
by the Government, 'which will permit to be displayed thereon, 
inscriptions or likenesses of those who fought against or sought 
to destroy this Government, or for expenditure of public funds 
to any dedication of a traitorous cause; that this organization 
use every honorable effort to influence the repeal of any such 
objectionable Acts and to further oppose any legislation which 
discredits the cause for -which our fathers, and all loyal men 
and women, fought, suffered and died;

That the minutes of the meetings of the Federated Patriotic 
Societies, allied with the Grand Army of the Republic, be pub
lished in the Annual Journal of Proceedings of National Con
vention; that the Officers of the Societies be placed upon the 
mailing lists for a copy of the Annual Roster, Journal of Pro
ceedings, issues of General Orders and the Official Organ of the 
Order. That the National -Secretary file with the 'Secretary of 
the 'Societies the result of the action upon these Resolutions, 
and that the National Officers use all means possible to further 
the intent thereof.

On motion of Secretary Horn, seconded by Brother Coffin 
and Comrade Longfellow the resolutions were adopted unani
mously and copies ordered handed to the National head of each 
of the Allied Orders.

'Sister Addie Wallace and Sister Blanche Beverstock moved 
that a call be made on each organization for the $25.00 contribu
tion. Carried.

'On motion of Sister Wallace a rising vote of thanks was ex
tended the retiring officers for their faithful work during the 
year.

Secretary Horn:

That a Legislative Committee, if not 
be annually named by the National C v 
Order, to act in conjunction with, and for the interests of 
Grand Army of the Republic and the Union Veterans of

Secretary 'Horn: May I now say Sister President, that I 
believe the Federated Patriotic Societies has accomplished more 
this year than in all the years of its existence. We have estab
lished a policy; we have adopted by-laws; we have placed our
selves on record on things which are of vital interest to each 
and every organization. There is one more thing which ought 
to be done and I believe we have the assurance of the National 
President of the Ladies of the G. A. R., that they will join us,
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in front of us,

$26.33Balance to new Treasurer

Officers:

Past Commanders-in-Chief John R. King, Lewis Pil 
James W. Willett.

National Patriotic Instructor Levi Longfellow.

ienarately, we are inarching side by side in one cause. As I 
slid n niy report today, I believe we ought to submerge our 
ow particular ideas along certain lines at times if for the 
“''“al good of the constituted organizations. I never realized 
nniii last vear as Coniniander-in-Cliief ot the Sons of Veterans, 
he value of this organization. When Commander-in-chief 

RaHzeaber God bless him, I wish he were here. Mother Bell
Sister Martha Van Duzor, Sister Drusilla Thayer, Sister 

SZ'r Finch and I worked together as if we were one, hand in 
hand and yet separately in our orders. We are on a broad high- 
wavof the future. At our rear is the ending ot the Civil War; 
in front of us the broad highway upon which we all walk to- 
ward one end which has led from the pivotal point in the rear. 
We have been walking many years on “muddy roads;” we had 
the improved “macadam,” but now we are on the “concrete” highway to the goal. Because of the remarks tonight of the 
Past Commanders-in-Chief who are 'with us and our own “Com
manders n-Chief” of our National allied bodies, I believe there R “ohi- to be an out-pouring of effort because I believe we un
derstand each other better, and know we have a goal which to 
reach must have the support of every cog in this wonderfully 
big wheel of these five organizations, all of whom revolve on the 
cam shaft of the Grand Army of the Republic.

President Thayer: Thank you, each and every one for 
coming here tonight, and thank you for the honor conferred 
upon me by this office. 1 extend best wishes to Brother Coffin 
and his officers for a happy and successful year. Now we will 
close by singing “Blest be the tie that binds and then God 
be with you tell we meet again.” (Singing). The Conference 
is adjourned and the new officers will assume the charge of the 
Societies.

ATTENDANCE ROLL.
President Drusilla I. Thayer, Vice President Ida S. 

McBride, Secretary-Treasurer Samuel >S. 'Horn.
Past Officers: Past Vice President Grace L. Johnson.
Grand Army of the Republic:

Commander-in-Chief L. F. Arensberg.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF TREASURER.
Balance on hand at opening of Conference session.. .$79.33 

Expended:
Supplementary expenses of Conference, guest dinners 

and expenses ............................................................. $53.00
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Mary Lord 
Inez Jamison

SAMUEL S. HORN, 
Secretary.

i

The foregoing minutes of the Sixth Annual Conference of 
the Federated Patriotic Societies Allied to the Grand Army of 
the Republic, are approved as the record of such Conference.

DRUSILLA I. THAYER,
President.

Woman’s Relief Corps:
National President Grace B. Willard.
Past National Presidents, Flo Jamison .Miller

Carr, Ida S. McBride, Ida K. Martin, 
Bender, Marie L. Basham, Bell W. Bliss.

National Secretary Kate Reed Humphreys.
Ladies of the G. A. R.:

National President Nellie R. McMillan.
Past National Presidents, Elma B. Dalton, Ella S Jones 

Catherine DeLacey Roche, Lillian Clark Carey, Anna m’ 
Michener.

National Secretary Myrta M. Talmage.
Daughters of Veterans:

•National President iMaybelle Plymire.
Past National Presidents, Elizabeth B. Stanley, Clara F 

Hoover, Katherine R. A. Flood, Clara G. Yengling, Nellie 
M. Goodman, Lola S. Elliott, Drusilla I. Thayer.

National Secretary Edna Wadsworth.
National Patriotic Instructor Leah M. Simpson.
Official Societies Secretary Louise Chandler.

Sons of Veterans:
Commander-in-Chief Wm. M. Coffin.
Past Commanders-in-Chief, Ralph Sheldon, A. E. B. Stephens, 

Frank Shellhouse, Samuel S. Horn.
Sons of Veterans Auxiliary:

National President Ida H. Rokes.
Past National Presidents, Kate G. Raynor, Mary L. Warren, 

Addie M. Wallace, Mayine E. Dwyer, Blanche Bever- 
stock, Margaret P. Stephens, Minnie E. Groth, Emma S. 
Finch.

National Secretary Margaret L. Waters.
National Patriotic Instructor Lillian E. Pierce.
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