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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR

CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM

PLEASE:

- Type or print, using a ball-point pen, when filling out this form. Legibility is critical.

« Do not guess at the information. An answer of, "Unknown," is more helpful.

* Include a photograph of each viewable side and label it with name & direction of view.

- Thank You.
Type of Memorial
__Monument with Sculpture ___Monument with Cannon
___Monument without Sculpture ___Historical Marker X Plaque
Affiliation
G.A.R. (Post Name & No. ) _M.O.LL.US.
W.R.C. (Corps Name & No. ) ___ Other Allied Order
SUVCW (Camp Name & No. ) (Please describe below)
_ DUVCW (Tent Name & No. )
l( Other: American Circle #62, Ladies of the G.A.R., St. Louis, Mo."
Original Dedication Date 1931 Please consult any/all newspaper archives for a

local paper's article that would have information on the first dedication ceremony and/or other facts on the memorial.
Please submit a copy of your findings with full identification of the paper & date of publication. Thank you.

Location

The Memorial is currently located at:

Street/Road address or site location REMOVED March 23, 1956 from Eden Resort, Route 66

City/Village Hazelgreen Township County Laclede

The front of the Memorial faces: _ North  South X East _ West
Government Body, Agency, or Individual Owner (of private cemetery that Memorial is located in)...
Name American Circle #62, Ladies of the G.AR. Dept./Diy. (Circle no Longer Exists)

Street Address

City St Louis, State MO Zip Code

Contact Person Telephone ( )

If the Memorial has been moved, please list former location(s)...
Monument was removed and disappeared March 23, 1956. It was approx 1 mile west of Hazelgreen MO on

property of Eden Resort on Route 66. The monument was removed to make way for [-44

Physical Details

Material of Monument or base under a Sculpture or Cannon = iStone ____Concrete ____ Metal ___ Undetermined
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.) Adgregate
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SUVCW -- CIviL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM (CWM #61) PAGE 5 - 4

Material of the Sculpture = Stone Concrete _ Metal ____Undetermined
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.)
If the Sculpture is of metal, is it solid cast or "hollow?"

Material of Plaque or Historical Marker / Tablet = Bronze

Material of Cannon = Bronze ___ lron - Consult known Ordnance Listing to confirm
Markings on muzzle =

Markings on Left Trunion Right Trunion

Is inert ammunition a part of the Memorial? If so, describe

Approximate Dimensions (indicate unit of measure) - taken from tallest / widest points
Monument or Base: Height Width Depth or Diameter
Sculpture: Height Width Depth or Diameter

For Memorials with multiple Sculptures, please record this information on a separate
sheet of paper for each statue and attach to this form. Please describe the "pose" of
each statue and any weapons/implements involved (in case your photos become
separated from this form). Thank you!

Markings/Inscriptions (on stone-work / metal-work of monument, base, sculpture)
Maker or Fabricator mark / name? If so, give name & location found

The "Dedication Text" is formed: __ cut into material _ X raised up from material face

Record the text (indicate any separation if on different sides...) Please use additional sheet if necessary.
To commemorate the March of Union Soldiers -- St. Louis to Springfield overland via Wire Road 1861-1865

Civil War. Erected 1931 by American Circle #62, Ladies of the G.A.R., St. Louis, Mo."

Environmental Setting

(The general vicinity and immediate locale surrounding a memorial can play a major role in its overall condition.)

Type of Location

__Cemetery _ Park _ Plaza/Courtyard
_ "Town Square" __ Post Office _____School
__Municipal Building _State Capitol Other:
__Courthouse __College Campus

Traffic Circle __ Library

> This form may be photocopied. < ©2007 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.



SUVCW -- CIVILW AR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM (CWMyg1) PAGE 3 0OF 4

General Vicinity
_ X Rural (low population, open land) __Suburban (residential, near city)
____Town ____Urban / Metropolitan

Immediate Locale (check as many as may apply)
_Industrial __ Commercial

_Street/Roadside within 20 feet  Tree Covered (overhanging branches)

_Protected from the elements (canopy or enclosure, indoors)
____ Protected from the public (fence or other barrier)

Any other significant environmental factor

Condition Information

Structural Condition (check as many as may apply)
The following section applies to Monuments with Sculpture, and Monuments without Sculpture =

including the base for Monuments with Cannon. Instability in the sculpture and its base can be detected
by a number of factors. Indicators may be obvious or subtle. Visually examine the sculpture and its
base.

Sculpture Base
If hollow, is the internal support unstable/exposed?
(look for signs of exterior rust)

Any evidence of structural instability?

(look for cracked joints, missing mortar or caulking or plant growth)
Any broken or missing parts?

(look for elements (i.e., sword, musket, hands, arms, etc. - missing
due to vandalism, fluctuating weather conditions, etc.)
Any cracks, splits, breaks or holes?

(also look for signs of uneven stress & weakness in the material)

Surface Appearance (check as many as may apply)

Sculpture Base
Black crusting

White crusting

Etched, pitted, or otherwise corroded (on metal)
Metallic staining (run-off from copper, iron, etc.)
Organic growth (moss, algae, lichen or vines)
Chalky or powdery stone

Granular eroding of stone

Spalling of stone (surface splitting off)

Droppings (bird, animal, insect remains)

Other (e.g., spray paint graffiti) - Please describe...

Does water collect in recessed areas of the Memorial? Yes No __ Unable to tell
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Surface Coating

Does there appear to be a coating? = Yes _ No __ Unable to determine
If known, identify type of coating.

___Gilded _ Painted _ Varnished  Waxed __ Unable to determine

Is the coating in good condition? _ Yes ___No ____Unable to determine

Basic Surface Condition Assessment (check one)

In your opinion, what is the general appearance or condition of the Memorial?
_ > Well maintained ___ Would benefit from treatment ___ In urgent need of treatment __ Unable to determine

Overall Description

Briefly describe the Memorial (affiliation / overall condition & any concern not already touched on) .
N/A

Supplemental Background Information

In addition to your on-site survey, any additional information you can provide on the described
Memorial will be welcomed. Please label each account with its source (author, title, publisher,
date, pages). Topics include any reference to the points listed on this questionnaire, plus any
previous conservation treatments - or efforts to raise money for treatment. Thank you.

Inspector Identification
Date of On-site Survey 7/24/2011

Your Name Walt Busch US Grant Camp 68

Please send this completed form to:

Bruce B. Butgereit, PDC, Chair

Thank you for your help, and attention to detail.

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
National Civil War Memorials Committee

> This form may be photocopied. < ©2007 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.



MONUMENT INVESTIGATION:
LGAR Monument Erected 1931 on Wire Road, Laclede County

DATE: 7/24/2011

[

As recorder of for the SUV of

monuments and knowing we have about

400 statewide recorded and most

- digitalized, I was surprised to see this. I

was not aware of it, but did find one

reference to it on the web. It appears it

- was on the property of Eden Resort and

__ 8 according to the article it disappeared in

#ICEE N i~ ) the 1950s. Eden Resort was near the

hamlet of Hazelgreen on Route 66 which was located at in Laclede County at latitude 37.768 and

longitude -92.427.

With this information, it might be a good one to try to restore. I will add it to our database of
missing monuments.

Hope all of this helps.
Sincerely,

Walt Busch, PDC
Dept of Mo Monuments Officer

Lebanon Daily Record

Lebanon, MO

Tuesday, August 09, 2005

Eden was paradise on the highway.(pic)

For more than 40 years, Eden Resort, on a hill just west of the Gasconade River on the south side
of Route 66, was a self-proclaimed paradise for thousands of travelers, vacationers and
fishermen.

By Gary Sosniecki
It was the Eden of Route 66. For more than 40 years, Eden Resort, on a hill just west of the

Gasconade River on the south side of Route 66, was a self-proclaimed paradise for thousands of
travelers, vacationers and fishermen.



"It was a showplace," Hugh McClure Jr. of nearby Hazelgreen recalled earlier this year. "I think
it would have been called the nicest and most beautiful place on 66," he said, adding that the
resort "was booked up and sold out from year to year. They had a big pine dining lodge, and it
sure was a treat to eat in that place."

Eden Resort was built in the 1920s by Stanley M. Riggs, a St. Louis businessman who is
remembered by Betty Dewey as "an elegant gentleman, very English." Dewey's parents, Walter
and Helen Dickinson, later would become the resort's second and last owners.

Riggs, according to an early brochure, was "a lover of the beautiful Ozark hill country, where he
has spent every leisure moment away from business (winter and summer, hunting, fishing and
just loafing)."

Riggs "decided to purchase the most beautiful and convenient spot he could find in this
wonderful playground, and build thereon a resting place, or resort, such as he had dreamed of,
but never found. However, he kept in mind that city dwellers are accustomed to comforts -- not
usually found in the average resort -- and after a long search, a superbly beautiful tract of land
was secured and on this has arisen 'Eden,’ a paradise in the Ozarks."

According to the brochure, Eden consisted "of a large main building (one story), with a spacious
outdoor, screened, dining room extending the full length of the house and overlooking, through
the trees, the highway with its constant stream of autos -- a cool, delightful place to enjoy your
meals.

"One to five-room cottages are each furnished for extreme comfort with Simmons beds, lots of
comfortable chairs, porch swings, etc. The large screened porch of every cottage is another
source of comfort at 'Eden.' The entire place is in the shade of magnificent forest trees and has
running water, toilets, shower baths, electric lights and no mosquitos." Rates in the 1930s were
$3 per day for adults or $18 a week.

"Why go to far away, expensive places when Eden is right at your door? Whether you come for a
week-end, for two weeks or a complete summer you'll find it the ideal spot. Plenty of action and
plenty of rest. No matter what your hobby may be you'll find it here. Why not plan to bring the
whole family to Eden this year?"

Most of Riggs' guests came from the St. Louis area. But the first person to sign the guest register
(after Riggs himself) in 1929, possibly the resort's first year, was from Cleveland. Another guest
in May 1929 was from Anderson, Ind.

The first guests of the 1932 season were a delegation of nine men that included Missouri
Supreme Court justices W.T. Ragland and Bob Ellison; R.R. Nacy, a candidate for state
treasurer; and Charlie M. Hay, a candidate for the U.S. Senate.

The register for August 1934 is filled with names from Lebanon, some still familiar today,
including Joe Knight, I.T. Curry, Jean Paul Bradshaw and Paul Page.



Riggs hired managers to operate Eden Resort for him. Among them were the Dickinsons, who
came to Eden from Monett. "We went to Eden in 1942," their son, Dan, recalls. "I'd say 1946 is
when they actually bought the thing. I was in the service at the time."

Dan, now of Overland Park, Kan., and sister Betty, now of Independence, have many memories
of Eden. "When we first had the resort, there was no running water or pump of any kind (in the
cottages)," Betty Dewey recalls. Each unit had a porcelain commode, a water pitcher and a wash
basin, she remembers. "There was nothing modern about it," Dan Dickinson says.

But there was running water to two shower houses on opposite sides of the hill -- one for men,
the other for women. Each had toilets and shower stalls, with water fed from a tank on each roof.
Dan says the tanks were painted black to absorb heat from the sun. At times, the sun-heated
water became too hot to use.

By 1949-50, work began on installing a central water system, including toilets, to each cottage.
Dan recalls Eden Resort having 20 units, not including two buildings over the hill that had five
housekeeping units in each. "Some would be two-unit structures. You could open the door and
make it one unit if you had a group big enough to need both." One unit had four rooms.

Meals were eaten in the lodge building, which Betty remembers including an office with a
fireplace, a large dining room with about 20 tables, a linen room and a kitchen. "In the dining
room, there also was an area where there were square dances and things," Betty says. "It was a
large building."

In 1946, Betty was married to Edward Dewey of Minneapolis in the lodge building at Eden
Resort. "Dr. (J.D.) Prater was the minister who came out from Lebanon," she recalls. "We were
married in front of the fireplace."

The customer base of Eden Resort evolved over its four decades. An early brochure describes it
as "A Modern 'All-Cottage' Summer Resort Hotel." Men were encouraged to let "the wife and
kiddies spend the summer in one of our cottages. It will do them all a world of good. You can
spend the week-ends with them -- good for you, too." It wasn't uncommon for visitors to arrive
by train and be picked up in Richland or Lebanon.

During World War II, Betty Dewey remembers, "a lot of people, families came to (Eden Resort)
to meet their sons at Fort Leonard Wood before they shipped out." Dan Dickinson notes that
after the war, people became more affluent, gasoline and tires were more plentiful, and the drive
on Route 66 was faster, only three to four hours from St. Louis to Eden. "Consequently you saw
that a lot of (Eden visitors) were fishing people just staying for a weekend," rather than for a
week or longer.

In the late 1940s, at the encouragement of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Eden
Resort was one of several area businesses to form the Central Ozarks Association. "Natural
Resources was interested in encouraging the tourist industry, people coming into Missouri," Dan
says. He recalls, as part of those efforts, personally taking Jim Mitchell, editor of Field & Stream



magazine, and Nick Kohler, a pioneer promoter of boat shows, bird hunting to show off the area.
He also remembers manning a booth for the Central Ozarks Association at the 1946 St. Louis
boat and outdoors show. "We took one of our jon boats in and a guide."

A 16-page promotional magazine produced by the Central Ozarks Association includes a full-
page ad for Lebanon ("Gateway to Ozark Fishing Streams-Vacation Resorts"), including an
invitation to the Laclede County Centennial Celebration on Aug. 17-13, 1949. Another page is
filled with ads for Lebanon-area businesses, including, on Route 66, Eden Resort, the Nelson
Hotel, Vesta Court and 4 Acre Court.

The most-prestigious event ever held at Eden Resort may have been in September 1952, when it
was host to the Missouri Outdoor Writers' Association three-day meeting. The keynote speaker
was Nash Buckingham, a sportsman, writer, conservationist and waterfowl expert from
Nashville, Tenn. Toastmaster for the banquet was Charles E. Gillham, director of public relations
for Olin Industries, an explorer, big-game hunter, biologist and author of "The Raw North." L.
Winton Lemen of the Eastman Kodak Co., Rochester, N.Y., presented a two-day forum and
workshop on photojournalism in the Ozarks.

A group from Lebanon, headed by Chamber of Commerce President R.J. Weidemier, treated the
outdoor writers to a barbecue and square dance at the Lebanon Country Club. Civic leaders from
Richland organized an Ozarks-style fox hunt for the writers.

A colorful Eden brochure from this era notes that the resort "is located one mile west of
Hazelgreen, Mo., 152 miles west of St. Louis, Mo., on Scenic Highway U.S. #66. Mountain
Scenery and paved highway all the way, and on the western banks of the beautiful Gasconade
River."

The brochure stresses that Eden is an "All Cottage Resort (not cabins)" with private baths and
"all the comforts of a city apartment deep in the Central Ozark Mountains." The food is "home
cooking at its very best."

With construction of Interstate 44 starting in early 1956, Eden Resort soon "got cut off the main
road completely. You went to a service road," Dan recalls. "Access to the main highway is quite
vital to that type of business." With access to [-44 three miles away in both directions, no longer
did Eden Resort get "drop-in business" off Route 66. The remaining business was from people
who already knew their destination. "Most of it was old-timers who knew you. You had your old
guys who came back. It wound up being a fishing camp."

The coming of [-44 did more than cut off Eden Resort from traffic. To make room for the new
traffic lanes, bulldozers demolished the resort's picturesque bricked entrance, including the
covered bus stop, where Greyhound dropped off and picked up visitors to the resort.

Two other landmarks also fell victim to the bulldozers. One was a rock monument on Eden
property along Route 66 with a bronze plaque that read: "To commemorate the March of Union
Soldiers -- St. Louis to Springfield overland via Wire Road 1861-1865 Civil War. Erected 1931



by American Circle #62, Ladies of the G.A.R., St. Louis, Mo." The plaque disappeared on March
23, 1956.

The other landmark was a roadside park located across Route 66 from Eden Resort.

Dan Dickinson explains that 1.6 acres of the original 37.7-acre tract were cut off by the Wire
Road. After Route 66 was built on the Wire Road, Riggs donated the 1.6 acres for a park, with a
stipulation that the land would be deeded back if it ever ceased to be used as a park.

The park was situated in a ravine, and steps were built down to it from the road. Besides a rock
grill for cooking and a table, the park included an obelisk marker with a plaque reading that the
land for the park had been given "by these public spirited citizens." Nine names were listed,
including four couples. One couple was S.M. Riggs and Marguerite Riggs.

A photograph in Betty Dewey's collection shows construction equipment filling in the roadside
park's ravine for the lanes of Interstate 44. The obelisk marker was knocked down, the plaque's
fate unknown.

Walter and Helen Dickinson continued to operate Eden Resort, even with the loss of highway
traffic. When Walter Dickinson died in March 1971 at age 70, his obituary in The Lebanon Daily
Record included that "Gasconade River float trips were featured at the resort and Mr. Dickinson
had arranged floats for an untold number of Missouri sportsmen and others from out of state."
Helen Dickinson ran the resort by herself for another year or two. "Then we sold it to a Christian
organization that had visions of developing a youth camp," Dan recalls. "That fell through. It
didn't develop properly."

The church group stopped making payments on the property, and Helen Dickinson got it back.
"In the process of them trying to operate the thing, and then getting ready to vacate the thing, it
was pretty well stripped. There wasn't much left," Dan recalls with sadness. "There was no way
you could have operated the thing the way it had been in the condition it was."

The property deteriorated even more rapidly as it sat vacant. Dan says windows, doors, even
copper wiring were stolen before the land was sold to somebody for private use. Most of Eden
Resort's remaining buildings were bulldozed.

Helen Dickinson died in September 1975. Betty Dewey says the cross atop the Hazelgreen
Methodist Church is in memory of her parents.

Today, the buildings and monuments gone, nothing remains to identify the location of Eden
Resort. Nature has reclaimed the land that Stanley Riggs found for his "Paradise in the Ozark
Hills." But it's still a place "where high hills reach toward the blue of the sky, where a crystal
clear stream flows silently through cool green valleys."

From: civil-war _

To: webusch
CC: 1gar.national.president |||

Subject: FW: Ladies of GAR monument in Missouri
Date: Sun, 24 Jul 2011 10:33:39 -0400




Greetings Brother Busch and Sister Knopke:

Below is a message received from the State Historical Society of Missouri that relates to the

LGAR and CW Memorials.

Would either of you know anything more about this or be able to direct Leann where to

look? Thank you.

InF,C,and L,
Bruce B. Butgereit,
National CW Memorials Officer

From: Arndt, Leann K. [mailtc

Sent: Monday, April 04, 2011 6:50 PM

To: civil-war

Subject: Ladies of GAR monument in Missouri

Dear Mr. Butgereit,

I work for the State Historical Society of Missouri. Recently this negative was found of a
Ladies of the GAR monument in Missouri, which so far, we’ve had no luck determining where it
was located.

I’ve attached an image of the entire monument as well as a detail of the plaque so you can read it. From what we
can read, it says:

“To commemorate the
March of Union soldiers
St. Louis to Springfield
Overland via Wire Road
1861-1865 Civil War
Erected 1931
By America Council No.
Ladies of the G AR. 7

If you can provide any information on this monument, we would appreciate it. We think it may have been located
somewhere around Lebanon, MO.
Thanks so much!

Leann Arndt
Manuscript Specialist

573-341-4874
http://web.mst.edu/~whmecinfo/

State Historical Society of Missouri
Rolla Research Center

Room G-3, Library

Missouri Science & Technology
400 West 14th Street

Rolla, MO 65409-1420







