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THE BATTLE MONUMENT
AT WEST POINT

on the terre-plein of West Point the gate-

way of the Hudson Highlands, guarding
like a giant sentinel the memory of two thousand
heroes of the mighty struggle for principle which
freed a race and welded a nation, was dedicated
to its sacred function on a day of mingled cloud
mists and sunbursts—fit type of the dark years
of battle and of the glory of the victory which it
commemorates.

The band of men whose roll is to be read upon
its tablets, and high above whose names winged
Fame stands poised with trumpet and outstretched
wreath, are the battle victims of that little army
which stood at the beginning of the fight of 1861
for all the military art our country knew. Its

CHE polished monolith of granite that faces
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monument rests to-day within the borders of the
great Academy which for half a century had kept
alive the tradition of military integrity, discipline,
simplicity, and science which inspired these men,
and through them the mighty hosts of heroic vol-
unteers who offered their lives for principle and
country.

This is a monument to the regular army of the
United States, erected by brothers to brothers, not
in an invidious or vaunting spirit, but with a just
pride in the great work wrought by the soul that
went forth from this army into the leaderless
masses of noble men who left the walks of peace
for the hard field of fight. The regular army is
justified in this pride, and rightly glories in this rock-
hewn witness to a work well and faithfully done,
not only in this War of the Rebellion, but by these
same men in exile, hardships and peril on remote
frontiers amidst savage foes — the advance-guard
of our civilization, the protectors of a land which
they did not possess, and the promoters of a great
industrial development whose fruit was not theirs.
This memorial was not built by a grateful coun-
try, but by voluntary offerings from the hard-won
pay of comrades in the field within hearing of
the roar of battle, and in sight of the dead whose
memory it preserves. Was ever shaft so reared

before, or with a sentiment more modest, tender,
and unselfish ¢
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Those who have guarded the sacred trust con-
fided to them, and whose honor and pleasure it
has been to bring it to fruition, have labored to
express in the finished work the dignity of the
sentiment that gave it birth. The granite block,
hewn from the mountain — single, upright, shin-
ing like the deeds to which it bears witness; the
polished sphere, rounded like their lives and belted
with enduring bronze; the simple inscription:

IN MEMORY
OF THE
OFFICERS AND MEN
OF THE
REGULAR ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES
VV‘HO FELL IN BATTLE DURING THE
WAR OF THE REBELLION
THIS MONUMENT I8 ERECTED BY THEIR
SURVIVING COMRADES

—these are all conceived in reverence, and in-
tended to speak simply and directly the purpose
of the givers and the merits of the dead. It is but
right to add that the designer, Stanford White,
and the sculptor, Frederick MacMonnies, have
given a generous and enthusiastic labor to the
work far beyond the value of any money recom-
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pense received, and in the true spirit of the artist
and patriotic citizen.

In response to a request from the Secretary of
the Building Committee of the Battle Monument
Association that he should narrate the circum-
stances which surrounded the initiative of the un-
dertaking, Col. Hasbrouck wrote as follows: -

Fort Monroe, Va., Nov. 6, 1897.
My dear Larned :

I returned to Fort Monroe last week from detached ser-
vice on a board which has kept me busily occupied for about
two months. I have been trying to recall the facts and inci-
dents connected with the Battle Monument, and the action
taken just after the conception of the project, which might
avail you for your article. I find that my memory is unreliable
about many things that have happened so long ago and I am
sorry and afraid that my letter will not be of much use to you.
The idea of the monument originated at West Point and the
successful efforts to arouse interest and to raise the necessary
funds were made by the officers permanently and temporarily
on duty at the Academy. I was ordered to West Point for
duty in September, 1863, while north on sick leave. At that
time all the officers temporarily on duty had scen service in the
field and many of them had been disabled by either wounds or
sickness. All knew and appreciated the services of the regulars ;
and the merits and deeds of officers and men who had fallen
were constantly recalled. These services were well known at
the front, but received little recognition in the press, which,
from local and State pride, made special effort to exploit the




AT WEST POINT 5

achievements of their own volunteers. We all thought the reg-
ulars were not receiving their just dues, and that their services
should be better known and permanently commemorated. Soon
after my arrival I suggested one night after dinner at the Mess
a Monument at West Point which should have inscribed upon it
a list of the battles and the names of all the officers and men of
the Regular Army who had been killed or died of wounds re-
ceived in action. The idea was well received and a notice for
a meeting the next Saturday, a day when most of the officers
could attend, was sent out. 'The meeting was attended by many
officers. Lieut. (afterwards Captain) Charles C. Parsons, 4th
Artillery, was especially interested and enthusiastic. He was a
very able and carnest man, and I think the success of the effort
in its initial stages was more due to him than to any other sin-
gle individual. It is my recollection that he was made chair-
man of this meeting. He thought it important to secure as
soon as possible the co-operation of all in the Regular Service,
and urged that letters be promptly written to officers in the
field and at other stations, asking for their views and aid. He
sent for the necessary stationery, and many letters were writ-
ten before the meeting broke up. A number of officers were
there, but I cannot recall with certainty any except Parsons
and Captain A. T. Smith, 8th Infantry, now Colonel of the
13th Infantry. In a short time so many favorable responses
were received that a regular organization was formed, a treas-
urer appointed, and subscriptions asked for.

Sinéerely yours,
H. C. Hassrouck.

The minutes of the Association formed under
the impulse of this suggestion of Lieutenant Has-

brouck give a clear account of the early stages of
IA
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the undertaking which has recently culminated in
the dedication of a Monument bearing the names
of every officer and soldier in the Regular Army
of the United States who fell in battle or died of
wounds received in the War of the Rebellion.

The following extracts are selected as giving the
most important acts of the committees having it in
charge as well as the names of their individual
members :

West Point, N. Y., Oct. 6, 1863.

At a meeting of officers convened at West Point,
N. Y, Oct. 6, 1863, for the purpose hereafter
designated, First Lieutenant W. A. Elderkin, 1st
Attillery, U. S. Army, was called to the chair, af-
ter which the following resolution was unani-
mously adopted :

For the purposé of perpetuating the memory of
those officers of the Regular Army who shall have
fallen in action or died from wounds received in
the field during the present war, it is

Resolved — That an organization be hereby ef-
fected, to consist of a President, a Treasurer, a
Secretary, and an Executive Committee of eleven,
including the above-named, who shall be em-
powered to solicit and receive subscriptions, as
shall hereafter be determined, for the erection of a
Monument at this post, upon which shall be in-
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scribed the names, etc., of those who are embraced
within the purpose of this resolution.

Whereupon the following officers were desig-
nated to constitute this organization :

President : Col. A. H. Bowman, U. S. Engineers,
and Superintendent

Treasurer : Prof. A. E. Church, Military Academy

Secretary : First Lieut. C. C. Parsons, 4th Artillery,
U. S. Army

Lieut.-Col. H. B. Clitz, Maj. 12th Infantry, U. S.
A., and Comdt.

Capt. W. P. Chambliss, gth Cavalry, U. S. Army
Capt. S. V. Benet, Ordnance
Capt. M. D. McAlister, Engineers
Capt. L. Lorain, 3d Artillery
First Lieut. A. T. Smith, 8th Infantry
First Lieut. W. A. Elderkin, 1st Artillery
First Lieut. H. B. Noble, 8th Infantry
Executtve Committee.

And the chairman of the meeting, in conjunc-
tion with Lieut. Hasbrouck, 4th Artillery, and
Captain Bradford, Ordnance Corps, was directed
to notify these officers of their selection, and re-
quest their acceptance. On further motion, the
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Executive Committee was directed to establish a
pro rata standard of subscription, to fill vacancies
among themselves, and to inquire into the expe-
diency of obtaining permission from the Secretary
of War to forward circulars, etc., through the Ad-
jutant-General’s Office.

On motion, the meeting adjourned to meet at
Liecut. Hasbrouck’s quarters on Friday evening

following.
W. A. ELDERKIN,

First Lieut. 1st Artillery, U. S. Army,
Prestdent.
C. C. Parsons,
First Licut. 4th Artillery, U. S. Army,
Secretary.

West Point, N. Y., Oct. 9, 1863.

The meeting assembled, pursuant to adjourn-
ment, and resolved itself into the Executive Com-
mittee previously designated. Present —all the
members except Col. Bowman, Prof. Church, and
Capt. Chambliss. Lieut. Elderkin in the chair.
The minutes of the last meeting were read, and
on motion accepted, with the following amend-
ment : R

That the Superintendent of the Military Acad-
emy and Commandant of the Corps of Cadets
should become ex-officio members of the Execu-
tive Committee, the former being also President.




AT WEST POINT 9

On motion, the Committee adjourned to meet at
the call of the Secretary. -

Lieut. Elderkin, from Committee on Notifica-
tion, reported that the officers selected to constitute
the organization had been severally waited upon,
with the exception of Captain Chambliss, absent
from the post, and that each, with the above ex-
ception, had signified his acceptance.

Report adopted and Committee discharged.

On motion, the following Sub-committees were
appointed:

Design and Execution.
Col. Bowman, Lieut.-Col. Clitz,
Lieut. Elderkin.
Finance.
Prof. Church, Capt. Benet,
Capt. McAlister.
Site.
Col. Bowman, Capt. Chambliss,
Capt. Lorain.
Ceremonies.
Lieut.-Col. Clitz, Lieut. Smith,

Lieut. Noble.

The following is the circular prepared by the
Executive Committee :
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West Point, N. Y., ........
Sir:

In response to what is believed to be the wish
of all who have an interest in the subject, the Offi-
cers now stationed at West Point have effected an
organization for the purpose of erecting at that
post a Monument, to be called THe BarrLe Mon-
UMENT, upon which shall be inscribed the names
of all Officers of the Regular Army who, during
the present war, shall have been killed or died of
wounds received in the field.

It is not deemed necessary that any elaborate
argument should set forth the propriety of earnest
action in behalf of this object. It is an admitted
fact, that while in other countries and other ages
places are assigned in the historic mausoleum of
the nation’s illustrious dead, for those who have
fallen for the public good, the soldiers of the
American army are often permitted to rest among
the unknown dead, while their names find no place
in the annals of the stormy scenes in which, per-
haps, they were the most exalted actors.

Is it not fit, therefore, that at-West Point, the
great central post around which cluster some of
the richest associations of the Regular Army, to
which would cheerfully resort all who wish to pay
a tribute to the gallant dead,— under the shadow
of the Academy which at last receives her sons
and all who fight or fall beside them,— should be
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erected a Monument which shall supply the want
that now exists ¢

To the dead it would offer the grateful homage
of fraternal hearts,—to the living, still another
inspiration to heroic virtues and sublime self-
devotion.

The plan of action that is proposed has been
carefully sought out, and it is trusted that, with a
favorable response, a sufficient sum may be raised
to make the Battle Monument, in design and dura-
bility, entirely worthy of its purpose.

It seems unnecessary that those who have un-
dertaken to initiate this project should disavow any
undue assumption in regard to it, since they ear-
nestly ask from their brother officers, in the field or
elsewhere, such instructions or suggestions as may
tend to forward the purpose that is held in view.

For the purpose of indicating a standard of sub-
scription, the following rates are proposed. Every
one, however, will feel at liberty to offer a greater
or less sum, as circumstances permit:

Maj.-General, $27.00 Major, . $1000
Brig.-General, . 18.00 Captain, . 8oo
Colonel, . 13.00 Lieutenant, . 7.00
Lieut.-Colonel, . 11.00

(Approximating to six per cent. of monthly
pay, for one month.)
Beside your personal subscription, your co-oper-
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)

ation with your associates in the field is also so-
licited, since this circular may not otherwise reach -
them on account of the difficulty of obtaining ,
correct address.

Should subscriptions be forwarded in aggregate,
the officer so forwarding will please enclose the
names of the several subscribers. Subscriptions
may be remitted to the Treasurer,

Prof. A. E. CaurcH, West Point, N. Y.
Signed, etc., by Executive Committee.

. On motion, it was declared the purpose of the
Committee to include the cases of such officers as
may die after the war from wounds received as be-
fore mentioned, and that in addition tothe name, etc.,
and rank in the Regular Army, should be recorded
also the rank, in Volunteers, of officers named.

On motion, the Finance Committee were in-
structed to inquire the amount which might prob-
ably be raised by proposed plan of subscription;
and the same Committee was authorized to direct
such incidental expenditures as are from time to

time required.
W. A. ELDERKIN,

First Lieut. 1st Artillery, U. S. Army,
President.

First Lieut. C. C. Parsons, 4th Artillery,U.S. Army,

Secretary.
» » » » * ]
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West Point, N. Y., Nov. 24, 1863.

The Executive Committee met upon call of the
Secretary, pursuant to terms of last adjournment.
Prof. Church in the chair. Present—all the mem-
bers except Col. Bowman and Capt. Benet.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
accepted. The Secretary stated that he had called
the meeting in order to answer inquiries in regard
to action taken since the last adjournment. The
minutes of the meeting and the Circular after-
wards adopted had been placed by the Presi-
dent of the Committee in the hands of Brig-
General Totten, Chief Engineer and Inspector of
the Academy. No response had been returned
thereto.

Whereupon, after full discussion, the following
resolutions were adopted :

The purpose and plan of action of this Organi-
zation having been laid before the Chief Engineer
and Inspector of the Academy and no objection
having been returned, it is
Resolved, 1st. That the Secretary, under super-
vision of the Finance Committee, be directed to
procure the printing of (blank to be filled by the
Secretary) copies of the Circular, to be distributed
as contemplated, and also the publication of the
same in the most suitable journals.
2d. That application in the name of the Execu-
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tive Committee be made to the Secretary of War for
permission to erect the Battle Monument at this post.
3d. That the subscriptions necessary to defray the
expenses to be incurred by the First Resolution be
at once solicited, such subscriptions to be regarded
as part of the permanent fund.
4th. That the Secretary be permitted to sign the
name of each member of the Executive Commit-
tee to the above Circular, and all corresponding
papers properly authorized.
sth.  That the Finance Committee be directed to
procure a book in which shall be permanently re-
corded the names of all subscribers to the funds of
the Association.
6th. That copies of the proceedings, resolutions,
etc., most prominently setting forth the plans and
purposes of the organization be forwarded by the
Secretary to officers of the Regular Army high in
command, with the request that they furnish re-
sponses which shall be appended to the Circular
for general distribution.

The Secretary was directed to add to the Circu-
lar so much as is necessary to carry out the inten-
tion of the 6th Resolution.

» » » * * *
West Point, N. Y., Dec. 15, 1863.

The Secretary reported that, conformably with
a Resolution of the last meeting, he had ordered
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the printing of fifty copies each of Submitted Cir-
culars and Extracts from Minutes, and asked fur-
ther instructions,

A list of names including sixteen was deter-
mined upon by the Committee, to whom these
papers should be forwarded and their responses
appended to the Circular.

The Committee on Finance, through the Chair-
man, reported that from calculation upon the present
basisof subscription, theamounttoberealized would
approximate to $20,000. The Committee on Site
were directed to report as early as convenient.

[ - L] L ] ] .

West Point, N. Y., Jan. 28, 1864.

The Secretary presented as subject for action
printed Circulars, of which 2600 copies had been
ordered, embodying, in addition to the first Circu-
lar of the Committee, extracts from all the responses
thus far received —namely, from Maj.-Genls.
McClellan, Wool, Grant, Thomas, Buell, Hooker
and Meade, and Brig.-Gen. Meigs, Q.-M.-General
of the Army; also a plan for the Monument from
Genl. Meigs. The Chairman stated that he had
received a letter from Gen. Gibbon containing
certain suggestions laid before the Committee.
On motion and after discussion upon the ways and
means of issuing these, the Circular was adopted.
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West Point, N. Y., Feby. 5, 1864.

The Secretary submitted a letter from Major R.
Williams, A. A. G., suggesting the printing of
about 3000 Circulars, to be forwarded to him, upon
which he would forward them to every officer of
the Regular Army.

Upon motion, it was directed that the Circulars
of the first edition be so changed as to include in
the object of the Monument a Memorial to the
Enlisted Men who shall fall, etc., and that in the pro
rata subscription $1.00 be added for Enlisted Men.

* L] L ] . L [ ]

West Point, N. Y., Feby. 24, 1864.

The Secretary announced as business before the
Committee that a vacancy had been created by
reason of Capt. Benet having been ordered from
the post.

On motion, Capt. T. J. Treadwell, Ordnance
Corps, was elected to fill the vacancy.

The letter of Maj. F. M. Etting, Additional Pay-
master, enquiring in regard to those included within
the appeal and objects of the Executive Commit-
tee, being submitted, the Secretary was directed to
reply that the term *Regular Officer ” was sup-
posed to include those enumerated on page 110
(marked A), Army Register, dated W ashington,
April 1, 1863.
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West Point, N. Y., April 19, 1864.

The following resolutions, providing for the in-
augurating of the Monument, were unanimously
passed :

1st. Resolved: That the ceremony of inaugu-
ration of the Barrie MonuMenT take place the
15th of June, next.

2d. That the Committees on Site and Design
be directed to so determine that a position for the
Monument shall be selected and reported to the
Executive Committee at its next meeting.

3d. That the Committee on Ceremonies be
directed to prepare and report at the next meeting
a programme of exercises for the day of inaugu-
ration.

4th. That Maj.-General McClellan be invited
in the name of the Executive Committee to de-
liver the Inaugural Address.

Upon further motion, it was directed that the
Chairman appoint three other members of the
Executive Committee to confer with the Com-
mittee on Ceremonies upon the drawing up of the
Programme in accordance with the 3d Resolution;
whereupon the chairman appointed Maj. Cham-
bliss, Captains McAlister and Treadwell as such
additional members. Upon further motion, the
Secretary was directed to tender the thanks of the
Executive Committee, and thus of the Army, to
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Major R. Williams, Asst. Adjt-General, for the
especial service he has rendered to this project by
procuring the directing, franking and forwarding
of 2500 copies of the Committee’s last circular to
all officers of the army.

On May 3, 1864, as a result of the foregoing,
the Secretary laid before the Committee a letter
from Maj.-General McClellan, accepting the Com-
mittee’s invitation to deliver the Inaugural Address
upon the 15th of June, next, whereupon it was
directed that the correspondence upon this invita-
tion be entered in the minutes of the evening.

This correspondence was not so entered, and no
trace of it can be found.

The dedication of Trophy Point as the site of
the Monument took place in accordance with the
foregoing resolutions.

Its interest was heightened by the presence of
the shattered but still steady remnants of the 3d,
6th, 7th, and 12th Regiments, U. S. Infantry, the
bands of these and of the sth Artillery, and the
permanent party of Fort Columbus, N. Y. Har-
bor, preceded in procession by the U. S. Corps of
Cadets and the Military Academy Band.

It was also distinguished throughout by that
deep solemnity of feeling which was eminently
due to the occasion.

Brig.-General Anderson officiated as chief mar-
shal, and Rev. Drs. French and Sprole as chaplains.
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DEDICATION OF SITE ON TROPHY
POINT, ON JUNE 15, 1864

L
West Point, June 1§, 1864.

PROGRAMME OF CEREMONIES.
L
ProcEess1ON.

Assistant Marsbal, Capt. Wilkins, 3d Infantry.

1. Military Academy Band.
II. Battalion of Cadets.

Assistant Marsbal, Capt. Smith, 8th Infantry.

ITI. Detachments of troops stationed at and visit-
ing the post.

IV. Carriage containing the President of the
Executive Committee, the Chief Marshal,
and State Executives.

1
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Assistant Marsbal, Lieut. Hamilton, 2d Artillery.
V. Senior member of the Committee, Orator,
and Chaplains.
V1. The Executive Committee.
VII. Military and Academic Staff, Board of Vis-
itors, and Invited Guests.

; Capt. Davies, 16th Infantry.
Asststant Marsbal.r,{ Capt. Barlow, Engineers.
L g
Proceepines.

I. Prayer . . . . . . . Rev.Dr French
II. Music . . . . Military Academy Band
<< Hail Columbia.”

III. Oration . . . . Maj-General McClellan
IV. Music . . . . Military Academy Band

¢¢ Star Spangled Banner ’’ and ¢¢ Yankee Doodle.””
V. Benediction . . . . . Rev. Dr. Sprole
VI. Dirge . . . . Military Academy Band



PRAYERS.

L
For the Country.

Almighty God, fountain of order, source of all law in heaven
and in earth, who hast ordained that men shall exist in organ-
ized communities, who, in the days of our fathers, didst bring
forth, in the hour of darkness, the starry order of American insti-
tations, for which we praise and bless Thee, we commend our
country, now and ever, with all its interests, to Thy protecting
care, May Thy fatherly hand ever be extended for perpetual
benedictions over this land, kept by Thee through ages for us ;
over its people, trained by Thee so long for a sublime heaven ;
its Constitution, fruit of Thy teachings in history ; its Union,
blending human diversities into one chorus acceptable to Thee,
the lover of concord ; and its laws, uniting, after the model of
Thine, mercy with justice, and liberty with order. From
Thine own deeps of purity and love, breathe into the whole
American people, by Thy spirit, and through all-subduing char-
ity, that sacred affection, love to our country. Remove for
ever from them, the spirit of sedition, conspiracy, rebellion,
and give them steadfast loyalty, and unswerving allegiance.
Specially do we implore Thee thus to turn the hearts of those
who are now in arms against authority. In the contest to
which we have been summoned for defending the precious trusts
handed on from our fathers, wilt Thou send us now prosperity,
and grant us victory, O, let not the impassioned yearnings of

23
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a great people for unity, for nationality, for beneficent order,
for a lasting tranquillity, be in vain. May their lavish sacri-
fices, their patriotic efforts, their patient endurances, their silent
tears falling in so many saddened homesteads, not be fruitless,
but be regarded by Thee, through Thy Son, for benedictions,
and by distant posterities, blessed through them, for abundant
honor. So may we be through coming time, one people, fear-
ing Thee and working righteousness, glorifying Thy name, and
clevating Thy whole human family. All of which weask through
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

II.

For the President of the United States, and
all others in Authority.

O everlasting God, by whose eternal providence all things
and all men have their stations and their works, wherein they
may serve Thee, and do good to Thy creatures, we ask for
Thy blessing on the President of the United States, and all
others in authority, Called by Thee to great duties, may they
find in Thee strength and wisdom for all.  Bestow upon them
all good gifts for government ; inspire them with wisest counsels
and heroic resolutions. Console them in their difficult tasks
with the consciousness of duty done, of intentions sincerely
placed on the public welfare, justice, and honor; of the sym-
pathy of upright men ; of the appreciation of other ages ; and
of Thine own merciful and forgiving approval. In this life may
Thy providence guard them. In mortal senses may Thy spirit
so guide them, that they may hereafter serve and glorify Thee
in a better country that is an heavenly ; through Him who
taught the rules and procured the spirit for all human duties,
our teacher, our model, our restorer, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen,
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For the Army and Navy and their Schools.

Lord God of Hosts, who hast determined the union of power
with law throughout all Thy works, and for all communities of
men, be pleased to receive into Thy almighty and most gracious
protection the Army and Navy of the United States. Fill the
whole public force with the spirit of patriotism and self-sacri-
fice, with an inspiring conviction of the glory of the cause for
which it is now called to dare and to endure. May its persons
be defended by Thee in danger and encouraged to all deeds of
heroism by the affection and honor of a grateful country. And
may both its schools be the nurseries of pure, accomplished,
and brave men, and be continually sending forth on land and
sca those who may render, in peace and war, good and faithful
service to the public. So may the people of our land, under
the shelter of good laws, in peace and quietness, serve Thee
our God, and lead lives of all godliness and honmesty, to the
glory of Thy name, and the promotion of human welfare,
through Him who gave the example of self-sacrifice, dying for
us that we might live with Thee, Thy Som, our Saviour.
Amen.

For a Blessing on the Occaston.

O God of the spirits of all flesh, calling the generations from
the beginning, and, since the first transgression, bidding dust
return to dust again, may this spot, consecrated now to the
memory of heroes, be hallowed also to the benefit of the liv-
ing. May those brought herc for their last repose be the
temples of Thy Holy Spirit, and leave spotless records of lives
made glorious by duty conscientiously done, so that the way-
farer, lingering and musing here, may find his soul enkindled
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to ennobling emulations. And may this whole assembly look
this day from the grave to the life immortal. Here, in a tem-
Ple not made with hands, where the mountsins rise, the river
flows, the valley slumbers, all telling of Thee and of Thy un-
speakable perfection, may thoughts arise within us answering
to the majesty of Thy glorious works. Here may we conse-
crate ourselves anew to the love of Thee, the love of man, the
love of Thy will; to the doing of justice, to the loving of
mercy, and to walking humbly with Thee our God: that so,
when we too shall lic down in the dust, we may be Thy chil-
dren, justified, sanctified, and prepared to be glorified, all
through Him who has opened the way to Thee, and who, to
inbreathe these great affections, has taught us when we pray to
say :

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation : But deliver us from evil. For
Thine is' the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever
and ever, Amen.



an

AT WEST POINT 27

After the prayer, Prof. French said:

I am requested, on behalf of the officers of the army, and
of the local authorities and residents, to express their senti-
ments and wishes, and most earnestly to ask that these may be
respected. To all of us, the day is a solemn one ; to military
feelings, ever confronted with death, the occasion is the same as
though cherished comrades were now to be laid in the grave.
‘They ask, therefore, that this hour and this day may be invested
with the decorum attached to fumeral solemnities, that no
demonstration of any kind be made on the ground or afterward,
bat that all may enter into the spirit and motive of the solemn
occasion which calls us here in reverence, before Almighty
God, to set apart a portion of his foot-stool for the remains of
those who shall fall in this war in the defense of the Constitu-
tion, the Union, the welfare, and the national honor of the
United States.

General Anderson’s introduction of the orator:

Fellow-citizens, members of the corps of cadets, and brother
soldiers, I have the pleasure of going through the form of in-
troducing to you one who is better known to you than I who
introduce him,— the orator of the day, Major-General George
B. McClellan,




ORATION BY
GENERAL GEORGE B. McCLELLAN

LL nations have days sacred to the remembrance of joy
and of grief. They have thanksgivings for success,
fasting and prayers in the hour of humiliation and
defeat, triumphs and pzans to greet the living and

laurel-crowned victor. They have obsequies and eulogies for
the warrior slain on the field of battle. Such is the duty we
are to perform to-day. The poetry, the histories, the ora-
tions of antiquity, all resound with the clang of arms; they
dwell rather upon rough deeds of war, than the gentle arts of
peace. They have preserved to us the names of heroes, and
the memory of their deeds, even to this distant day. Our
own Old Testament teems with the narrations of the brave
actions and heroic deaths of Jewish patriots, while the New
Testament of our meek and suffering Saviour often selects the
soldier and his weapons to typify and illustrate religious hero-
ism and duty.  These stories of the actions of the dead have
frequently survived, in the lapse of ages, the names of those
whose fall was thus commemorated centuries ago. But, al-
though we know not now the names of all the brave men who
fought and fell upon the plain of Marathon, in the pass of
29
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Thermopyle, and on the hills of Palestine, we have not lost
the memory of their examples. As long as the warm blood
courses the veins of man, as long as the human heart beats
high and quick at the recital of brave deeds and patriotic sacri-
fices, so long will the lesson still incite generous men to emu-
late the heroism of the past.

Among the Greeks, it was the custom that the fathers of the
most valiant of the slain should pronounce the eculogies of the
dead. Sometimes it devolved upon their great statesmen and
orators to perform this mournful duty. Would that a new
Demosthenes, or a second Pericles, could arise and take my
place to-day, for he would find a theme worthy of his most
brilliant powers, of his most touching eloquence. I stand here
now, not as an orator, but as a whilom commander, and in the
place of the fathers of the most valiant dead ; as their com-
rade, too, on many a hard-fought field, against domestic and
foreign foe — in early youth and mature manhood —moved by
all the love that David felt when he poured forth his lamenta-
tions for the mighty father and son who fell on Mount Gilboa.
God knows that David’s love for Jonathan was no more deep
than mine for the tried friends of many long and eventful
years, whose names are to be recorded upon the structure that
is to rise upon this spot. Would that his more than mortal
eloquence could grace my lips and do justice to the theme !

We have met to-day, my comrades, to do honor to our own
dead ; brothers united to us by the closest and dearest ties, who
have freely given their lives for their country in this war —so
just and righteous so long as its purpose is to crush rebellion,
and to save our nation from the infinite evils of dismemberment.
Such an occasion as this should call forth the deepest and no-
blest emotions of our nature — pride, sorrow, and prayer:
pride that our country has possessed such sons; sorrow that .
she has lost them ; prayer that she may have others like them ;
that we and our successors may adorn her annals as they have
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done, and that when our parting hour arrives, whenever and
however it may be, our souls may be prepared for the great
change,

We have assembled to consecrate a cenotaph which shall
remind our children’s children, in the distant fature, of their
fathers® struggles in the days of the great rebellion. This
monument is to perpetuate the memory of a portion only of
those who have fallen for the nation in this unhappy war —
it is dedicated to the officers and soldiers of the regular army.
Yet this is done in no class or exclusive spirit, and in the act
we remember, with reverence and love, our comrades of the
volunteers who have so gloriously fought and fallen by our
side. Each State will, no doubt, commemorate in some fit-
ting way the services of its sons who abandoned the avoca-
tions of peace and shed their blood in the ranks of the volun-
teers. How richly they have earned a nation’s love, a nation’s
gratitude, with what heroism they have confronted death, have
wrested victory from a stubborn foe, and have illustrated de-
feat; it well becomes me to say, for it has been my lot to
command them on many a sanguinary field. I know that I
but echo the feeling of the regulars when I award the high
credit they deserve to their brave brethren of the volunteers.

But we of the regular army have no States to look to for the
honors due our dead. We belong to the whole country, and
can neither expect nor desire the general government to make
a perhaps invidious distinction in our favor, We are few in
number, & small band of comrades, united by peculiar and very
binding ties ; for with many of us our friendships were com-
menced in boyhood, when we rested here in the shadow of
the granite hills which look down upon us where we stand ;
with others the ties of brotherhood were formed in more ma-
ture years, while fighting among the rugged mountains and the
fertile valleys of Mexico — within hearing of the eternal waves
of the Pacific, or in the lonely grandeur of the great plains of
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the far West. With all, our love and confidence have been*
cemented by common dangers and sufferings, on the toilsome
march, in the dreary bivouac, and amid the clash of arms, and
in the presence of death on scores of battle-fields. West Point,
with her large heart, adopts us all—graduates and those appointed
from civil life, officers and privates. In her eyes we are all
her children, jealous of her fame, and eager to sustain her
world-wide reputation. Generals and private soldiers, men
who have cheerfully offered our all for our dear country, we
stand here before this shrine, ever hereafter sacred to our dead,
equals and brothers in the presence of the common death
which awaits us all, perhaps on the same field and at the same
hour. Such are the ties which unite us, the most endearing
which exist among men; such the relations which bind us to-
gether, the closest of the sacred brotherhood of arms,

It has therefore seemed, and it is fitting, that we should
erect upon this spot, so sacred to us all, an enduring monu-
ment to our dear brothers who have preceded us upon the path
of peril and of honor, which it is the destiny of many of us
to tread. '

What is this regular army to which we belong ?

Who were the men whose death merits such honors from the
living ?

What is the cause for which they have laid down their lives ?

Our regular or permanent army is the nucleus which, in time
of peace, preserves the military traditions of the nation, as well
as the organization, science and instruction indispensable to
modern armies. It may be regarded as co-eval with the na-
tion. It derives its origin from the old Continental and State
lines of the Revolution, whence, with some interruptions and
many changes, it has attained its present condition. In fact,
we may with propriety go even beyond the Revolution to seek
the roots of our genealogical tree in the old French wars, for
the Cis-Atlantic campaigns of the Seven Years’ War were not
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confined to the ¢“red men scalping each other by the great lakes
of North America,’’ and it was in them that our ancestors first
participated as Americans in the large operations of civilized
armies. American regiments then fought on the banks of the
St. Lawrence and the Ohio, on the shores of Ontario and
Lake George, on the islands of the Caribbean and in South
America. Louisburg, Quebec, Duquesne, the Moro, and
Porto Bello, attest the value of the provincial troops, and in
that school were educated such soldiers as Washington, Put-
nam, Lee, Montgomery and Gates. These, and men like
Greene, Knox, Wayne and Steuben, were the fathers of our
permanent army, and under them our troops acquired that dis-
cipline and steadiness which enabled them to meet upon equal
terms, and often to defeat, the tried veterans of England. The
study of the history of the Revolution, and a perusal of the
despatches of Washington, will convince the most skeptical of
the value of the permanent army in achieving our independence
and establishing the civil edifice which we are now fighting to
preserve,

The War of 1812 found the army on a footing far from ad-
equate to the emergency, but it was rapidly increased, and of
the new generation of soldiers many proved equal to the
requirements of the occasion. Lundy’s Lane, Chippewa,
Queenstown, Plattsburg, New Orleans—all bear witness to
the gallantry of the regulars.

Then came an interval of more than thirty years of external
peace, marked by so many changes in the organization and
strength of the regular army, and broken at times by tedious and
bloody Indian wars. Of thes¢ the most remarkable were the
Black Hawk War, in which our troops met unflinchingly & foe
as relentless, and far more destructive than the Indians — that
terrible scourge, the cholera; and the tedious Florida War,
where, for many years, the Seminoles eluded in the pestilential
swamps our utmost efforts, and in which were displayed such

3 !
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traits of heroism as that commemorated by yonder monument
to Dade and his command, ¢¢ when all fell, save three, without
an attempt to retreat.’”> At last came the Mexican War, to
replace Indian combats and the monotony of the frontier ser-
vice, and for the first time in many years the mass of the regu-
lar army was concentrated, and took the principal part in the
battles of that remarkable and romantic war. Palo Alto, Re-
saca, and Fort Brown, were the achievements of the regulars
ungided; and as to the battles of Monterey, Buena Vista, Vera
Cruz, Cerro Gordo, and the final triumphs in the valley, none
can truly say that they could have been won without the regu-
lars. When peace crowned our victories in the capital of the
Montezumas, the army was at once dispersed over the long fron-
tier, and engaged in harassing and dangerous wars with the Indians
of the plains. Thus thirteen long years were spent, until the
present war broke out, and the mass of the army was drawn in
to be employed against a domestic foe.

I cannot proceed to the events of the recent past and the
present without adverting to the gallant men who were so long
of our number, but who have now gone to their last home; for no
small portion of the glory of which we boast was reflected from
such men as Taylor, Worth, Brady, Brooks, Totten, and
Duncan.

There is a sad story of Venetian history that has moved
many a heart, and often employed the poet’s pen and the
painter’s pencil. Itis of an old man whose long life was glo-
riously spent in the service of thestate as a warrior and a states-
man, and who, when his hair was white and his feeble limbs
could scarce carry his bent form toward the grave, attained the
highest honors that a Venetian citizen could reach. He was
Doge of Venice. Convicted of treason against the state, he
not only lost his life, but suffered beside a penalty which will
endure as long as the name of Venice is remembered. The
spot where his portrait should have hung in the great hall of
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the doge’s palace was veiled with black, and there still remains
the frame, with its black mass of canvas — and this vacant frame
is the most conspicuous in the long line of effigies of illustrious
doges !

Oh ! that such 2 pall as that which replaces the portrait of
Marino Faliero could conceal from history the names of those,
once our comrades, who are now in arms aguinst the flag under
which we fought side by side in years gone by. Bat no veil
can cover the anguish that fills our hearts when we look back
upon the sad memory of the past, and recall the affection
and respect we entertained toward men agsinst whom it is our
duty to act in mortal combat. Would that the courage, ability
and steadfastness they displayed had been employed in the de-
fense of the < Stars and Stripes’’ against a foreign foe, rather
than in this gratuitous and unjustifiable rebellion, which could
not be so long maintained but for the skill and energy of those,
our former comrades! .

But we have reason to rejoice that upon this day, so sacred
and so eventful for us, one grand old mortal monument of the
past still lifts high his head amongst us, and graces by his pres-
ence the consecration of this tomb of his children. We may
well be proud that we have been commanded by the hero who
purchased victory with his blood near the great waters of Ni-
agara, who repeated and eclipsed the achievements of Cortez ;
who, although a consummate and confident commander, ever
preferred, when duty and honor would permit, the olive branch
of peace to the blood-stained laurels of war, and who stands,
at the close of a long, glorious and eventful life, a living column
of granite against which have beaten in vain alike the blandish-
mentsand the storms of treason. His name will ever be one of our
proudest boasts and most moving inspirations, In long-distant
ages, when this incipient monument has become venerable, moss-
clad, and perhaps ruinous, when the names inscribed upon it shall
seem, to those who pause to read them, indistinct mementos of
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an almost mythical past, the name of Winfield Scott will still
be clear cut upon the memory of them all, like the still fresh
carving upon the monuments of long-forgotten Pharaohs.

But it is time to approach the present.

In the war which now shakes the land to its foundation, the
regular army has borne a most honorable part. Too few in
numbers to act by themselves, regular regiments have partici-
pated in every great battle in the East, and in most of those
west of the Alleghanies. Their terrible losses and diminished
numbers prove that they have been in the thickest of the fights,
and the testimony of their comrades and commanders shows
with what undaunted heroism they have upheld their ancient
renown. Their vigorous charges have often won the day, and
in defeat they have more than once saved the army from de-
struction or terrible losses by the obstinacy with which they
resisted overpowering numbers. They can refer with pride to
the part they played upon the glorious ficlds of Mexico, and
exult at the recollection of what they did at Manassss, Gaines’s
Mill, Malvern, Antictam, Shiloh, Stone River, Gettysburg,
and the great battles just fought from the Rapidan to the Chick-
shominy. They can also point to the officers who have risen
among them and achieved great deeds for their country in this
war ; — to the living warriors whose names are on the nation’s
tongue and heart, too numerous to be repeated here, yet not
one of whom I could willingly omit.

But perhaps the proudest episode in the history of the regu-
lar army is that touching instance of fidelity on the part of the
non-commissioned officers and privates who, treacherously
made prisoners in Texas, resisted every temptation to violate
their oath and desert their flag. Offered commissions in the
rebel service, money and land freely tendered them, they all
scorned the inducements held out to them, submitted to every
hardship, and when at last exchanged, avenged themselves on
the field of battle for the unavailing insult offered their integ-
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rity. History affords no brighter example of honor than that
of these brave men, tempted, as I blush to say they were, by
some of their former officers, who, having themselves proved
false to their flag, endeavored to seduce the men who had often
followed them in combat, and who had naturally regarded them
with respect and love.

Such is the regular army — such its history and antecedents
—such its officers and men. It needs no herald to trumpet
forth its praises ; it can proudly appeal to the numerous fields,
from the tropics to the frozen banks of the St. Lawrence, from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, fertilized by the blood and whit-
ened by the bones of its members. But I will not pause to
eulogize it. Let its deeds speak for it ; they are more elo-
quent than tongue of mine.

Why are we here to-day ?

This is not the funeral of one brave warrior, nor even of
the harvest of death on a single battle-field, but these are the
obsequics of the best and bravest of the children of the land,
who have fallen in actions almost numberless, many of them
among the most sanguinary and desperate of which history
bears record. The men whose names and deeds we now
seck to perpetuate, rendering them the highest honor in our
power, have fallen wherever armed rebellion showed its front—
in far-distant New Mexico, in the broad valley of the Mis-
sissippi, on the bloody hunting-grounds of Kentucky, in the
mountains of Tennessee, amid the swamps of Carolina, on the
fertile fields of Maryland, and in the blood-stained thickets of
Virginia. They were of all the grades— from the general
officer to the private ; of all ages — from the gray-haired vet-
eran, of fifty years’ service, to the beardless youth ; of all de-
grees of cultivation — from the man of science to the unedu-
cated boy. It is mot necessary, nor is it possible, to repeat
the mournful yet illustrious roll of dead heroes whom we have
met to honor. Nor shall I attempt to name all of those who

3A
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most merit praise—simply a few who will exemplify the
classes to which they belong.

Among the last slain, but among the first in honor and repu-
tation, was that hero of twenty battles— John Sedgwick.
Gentle and kind as a woman, brave as a brave man can be,
honest, sincere, and able — he was a model that all may strive
to imitate, but whom few can equal. In the terrible battles
which just preceded his death, he had occasion to display the
highest qualities of a commander and a soldier ; yet after es-
caping the stroke of death when men fell around him by thou-
sands, he at last met his fate at a moment of comparative quiet,
by the ball of a single rifleman. He died as a soldier would
choose to die — with truth in his heart, and a sweet, tranquil
smile upon his face. Alas! our great nation possesses few sons
like true John Sedgwick.

Like him fell, too, at the very head of their corps, the white-
haired Mansfield, after a long career of usefulness, illustrated
by his skill and cool courage at Fort Brown, Monterey, and
Buena Vista; John F. Reynolds and Reno, both in the full
vigor of manhood and intellect —men who had proved their
ability and chivalry on many a field in Mexico and in this
civil war, gallant gentlemen of whom their country had much
to hope, had it pleased God to spare their lives. Lyon fell in
the prime of life, leading his little army against superior num-
bers, his brief career affording a brilliant example of patriotism
and sbility. The impetuous Kearny, and such brave generals
as Richardson, Williams, Terrill, Stevens, Weed, Strong,
Saunders and Hayes, lost their lives while in the midst of
a career of usefulness. Young Bayard, so like the most re-
nowned of his name, that ¢ knight above fear and above re-
proach,’’ was cut off too early for his country, and that excel-
lent staff-officer, Colonel Garesché, fell while gallantly doing
his duty.

No regiments can spare such gallant, devoted and able com-
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manders as Rossell, Davis, Gore, Simmons, Bailey, Putnam
and Kingsbury —all of whom fell in the thickest of the com-
bat — some of them veterans, and others young in service, all
good men and well-beloved.

Our batteries have partially paid their terrible debt to fate in
the loss of such commanders as Greble, the first to fall in this
war, Benson, Hazzard, Smead, De Hart, Hazlitt, and those gal-
lant boys, Kirby, Woodruff, Dimmick and Cushing ; while the
engineers lament the promising and gallant Wagner and Cross.

Beneath remote battle-fields rest the corpses of the heroic
McRes, Reed, Bascom, Stone, Sweet, and many other com-
pany officers.

Besides these were hosts of veteran sergeants, corporals and
privates who had fought under Scott in Mexico, or contended
in many combats with the savages of the far West and Florida;
and, mingled with them, young soldiers who, courageous,
steady and true, met death unflinchingly, without the hope of
- personal glory. These men, in their more humble sphere,
served their country with as much faith and honor as the most il-
lustrious generals, and all of them with perfect singleness of heart.
Although their names may not live in history, their actions,
loyalty, and courage will live. Their -memories will long be
preserved in their regiments, for there were many of them who
merited as proud & distinction as that accorded to the *first
grenadier of France,’’ or to that other Russian soldier who gave
his life for his comrades.

But there is another class of men who have gone from us since
this war commenced, whose fate it was not to die in battle,
but who are none the less entitled to be mentioned here.
There was Sumner, a brave, honest, chivalrous veteran, of
more than half a cehtury’s service, who had confronted death
unflinchingly on scores of battlefields, had shown his gray head
serene and cheerful where death most revelled, who more than
once told me that he believed and hoped that his long career
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would end amid the din of battle —he died at home from the
effects of the hardships of his campaigns.

The most excellent soldier, the elegant C. F. Smith, whom
many of us remember to have seen so often on this plain, with
his superb bearing, escaped the bullet to fall a victim to the
discase which has deprived the army of so many of its best
soldiers.

John Buford, cool and intrepid ; Mitchell, eminent in sci-
ence; Plummer, Palmer, and many other officers and men,
lost their lives by sickness contracted in the field.

But I cannot close this long list of glorious martyrs without
paying a sacred debt of official duty and personal friendship.
There was onc dead soldier who possessed peculiar claims
upon my love and gratitude. He was an ardent patriot, an
unselfish man, a true soldier, the beau ideal of a staff-officer —
he was my aide-de-camp, Colonel Colburn.

There is a lesson to be drawn from the death and services of
these glorious men which we should read for the present and
fature benefit of the nation. War in these modern days is =
science, and it should now be clear to the most prejudiced that
for the.organization and command of armies, and the high com-
binations of strategy, perfect familiarity with the theoretical
science of war is requisite. To count upon success when the
plans or execution of campaigns are intrusted to men who have
no knowledge of war, is as idle as to expect the legal wisdom
of a Story or a Kent from a skilful physician.

But what is the honorable and holy cause for which these
men laid down their lives, and for which the nation still de-
mands the sacrifice of the precious blood of so many of her
children? -

Soon after the close of the Revolutionary War, it was found
that the Confederacy, which had grown up during that memor-
able contest, was fast falling to pieces from its own weight.
The central power was too weak; it could only recommend
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to the different States such measures as scemed best; and it
possessed no real power to legislate, because it lacked the ex-
ecutive force to compel obedience to its laws. The national
credit and self-respect had disappeared, and it was feared by
the friends of human liberty throughout the world that ours was
but another added to the long list of fruitless attempts at self-
government. The nation was cvidc‘ntly upon the brink of ruin
and dissolution, when, some eighty years ago, many of the
wisest and most patriotic of the land met to seck a remedy for
the great evils which threatened to destroy the great work of
the Revolution. Their sessions were long, and often stormy;
for a time the most sanguine doubted the possibility of a
successful termination to their labors. But, from amidst
the conflict of sectional interests, of party prejudices, and of
personal selfishness, the spirit of wisdom and conciliation at
length evoked the Constitution, under which we have lived so
long.

It was not formed in a day, but was the result of patient
labor, of lofty wisdom, and of the purest patriotism. It was
at last adopted by the people of all the States — although by
some reluctantly — not as being exactly what all desired, but
as being the best possible under the circumstances. It was
accepted as giving us a form of government under which the
nation might live happily and prosper, so long as the people
should continue to be influenced by the same sentiments which
actuated those who formed it, and which would not be liable
to destruction from internal causes, so long as the people pre-
served the recollection of the miseries and calamities which led
to its adoption.

Under this beneficent Constitution the progress of the na-
tion was unexampled in history. The rights and liberties of
its citizens were secure at home and abroad; vast territories
were rescued from the control of the savage and the wild
beast, and added to the domain of civilization and the Union.



42 THE BATTLE MONUMENT

The arts, the sciences, and commerce, grew apace ; our flag
floated upon every sea, and we took our place among the great
nations of the earth.

But under the smooth surface of prosperity upon which we
glided swiftly, with all sails set before the summer breeze,
dangerous reefs were hidden which now and then caused rip-
ples upon the surface, and made anxious the more cautious
pilots. Elated by success, the ship swept on, the crew not
heeding the warnings they received, forgetful of the dangers
they escaped in the beginning of the voyage, and blind to the
hideous maelstrom which gaped to receive and destroy them.
The same elements of discordant sectional prejudices, interests,
and institutions, which had rendered the formation of the Con-
stitution so difficult, threatened more than once to destroy it.
But for a long time the nation was so fortunate as to possess a
scries of political leaders who, to the highest abilities, united
the same spirit of conciliation which animated the founders of
the Republic, and thus for many years the threatened evils
were averted. Time and long-continued good fortune obliter-
ated the recollection of the calamities and wretchedness of the
years preceding the adoption of the Constitution. Men for-
got that conciliation, common interest, and mutual charity,
had been the foundation and must be the support of our govern-
ment — as is indeed the case with all governments and all the
relations of life. At length men appeared with whom sec-
tional and personal prejudices and interests outweighed all con-
siderations for the general good. Extremists of one section
furnished the occasion, eagerly seized as a pretext by equally
extreme men in the other, for abandoning the pacific remedies
and protection afforded by the Constitution, and seeking re-
dress for possible future evils in war and the destruction of the
Union.

Stripped of all sophistry and side issues, the direct cause of
the war as it presented itself to the honest and patriotic citi-
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zens of the North, was simply this : Certain States, or rather,
a portion of the inhabitants of certain States, feared, or pro-
fessed to fear, that injury would result to their rights and prop-
erty from the elevation of a particular party to power. Al-
though the Constitution and the actual condition of the govern-
ment provided them with a peacesble and sure protection
against the apprehended evil, they preferred to seck security in
the destruction of the government, which could protect them,
and in the use of force against the national troops holding a
national fortress.

To efface the insult offered our flag; to save ourselves from
the fate of the divided republics of Italy and South America,
to preserve our government from destruction, to enforce its
just power and laws, to maintain our very existence as a
nation — these were the causes that compelled us to draw the
sword.

Rebellion against a government like ours, which contains the
means of self-adjustment, and a pacific remedy for evils, should
never be confounded with a revolution against despotic power,
which refuses redress of wrongs. Such a rebellion cannot be
justified upon ethical grounds, and the only alternative for our
choice is its suppression, or the destruction of our nationality.
At such a time as this, and in such a struggle, political partisan-
ship should be merged in a true and brave patriotism, which
thinks only of the good of the whole country.

It was in this cause, and with these motives, that so many of
our comrades gave their lives, and to this we are all person-
ally pledged in all honorand fidelity. Shall such a devotion as
that of our dead comrades be of no avail ? Shall it be said in
after ages that we lacked the vigor to complete the work
thus begun ? that, after all these noble lives frecly given, we
hesitated, and failed to keep straight on until our land wassaved ?
Forbid it, Heaven, and give us firmer, truer hearts than that !

Oh, spirits of the valiant dead, souls of our slain heroes, lend
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us your own indomitable will, and if it be permitted you to
commune with those still chained by the trammels of mortality,
hover around us in the midst of danger and tribulation, cheer
the firm, strengthen the weak, that nonec may doubt the salvation
of the republic and the triumph of our grand old flag !

In the midst of the storms which toss our ship of state, there
is one great beacon light, to which we can ever turn with con-
fidence and hope. It cannot be that this great nation has played
its part in history ; it cannot be that our sun, which arose with
such bright promises for the future, has already set for ever. It
must be the intention of the overruling Deity that this land, so
long the asylum of the oppressed, the refuge of civil and re-
ligious liberty, shall again stand forth in bright relief, united,
purified, and chastened by our trials, as an example and en-
couragement for those who desire the progress of the human
race. It is not given to our wesk intellects to understand the
steps of Providence as they occur ; we comprehend them only
as we look upon them in the far distant past.

So is it now.

We cannot unravel the seemingly tangled skein ot the pur-
poses of the Creator — they are too high and far-reaching for
our limited minds. But all history and his own revealed word
teach us that his ways, although inscrutable, are ever righteous.
Let us then honestly and manfully play our part, seek to un-
derstand and perform our whole duty, and trust unwaveringly
in the beneficence of the God who led our ancestors across the
sea, and sustained them afterward, amid dangers more appalling
cven than those encountered by his own chosen people in their
great exodus. He did not bring us here in vain, nor has he
supported us thus far for naught. If we do our duty and trust
in him, he will not desert us in our need.

Firm in our faith that God will save our country, we now
dedicate this site to the memory of brave men, to loyalty, pa-
triotism, and honor.
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BENEDICTION.

May the God of our fathers and our God, succeed with his
divine benediction the solemn and interesting services of this
occasion. May he conduct, by his gracious providence, the
work commenced to-day to successful completion. May the
monument here to be raised in honor of the illustrious dead,
inspire with all the ardor of a sound Christian patriotism, the
soldiers of our common country here trained for its defence ;
may it prove to them a constant remembrancer of their mortality,
and keep alive upon the altar of their hearts the flame of devo-
tion to God, to country, to the Union, the Constitution, and
the immutable principles of truth and justice ; and may the
blessing of the triune God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be with you all. Amen.
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West Point, N. Y., October 20, 1864.

On the call of the Secretary of the Association,
First Lieutenant C. C. Parsons, 4th Artillery, a
meeting of the officers of the Army, present at the
Post, was held, for the transaction of such busi-
ness in regard to the “ Battle Monument ” as might
be brought before them. Prof. H. L. Kendrick
in the chair.

The Secretary having been ordered from the
Post, his resignation was tendered and accepted,
and upon motion Captain F. L. Guenther, §th
Artillery, was elected to fill the vacancy thus oc-
curring.

Upon motion, it was Resolved. That all officers
of the Army, present at the Post, on duty or other-
wise, be constituted a “ Monument Committee.”
A motion that the Executive Committee of the
Association should consist of the President, Trea-
surer and Secretary, and eight other members, was
adopted.

Upon motion, the following officers were elected
to constitute the Executive Committee, viz.:

Brig.-Gen. Geo. W. Cullum, Presédent
Professor A. E. Church, Treasurer

Captain F. L. Guenther, §th Artillery, Secretary
Colonel H. M. Black

Captain George H. Mendall, U. S. Engineers
Captain Lorenzo Lorain, 3d Artillery
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Captain A. K. Amold, sth Cavalry

Captain A. T. Smith, 8th Infantry

Captain R. M. Hill, Ordnance Department
Lieut. H. B. Noble, 8th Infantry

Assistant Surgeon E. S. Dunster, Medical Dept.

Upon motion, it was

Resolved. That the thanks of the Association
be tendered to the retiring Secretary, First Lieut.
C. C. Parsons, 4th Artillery, for the zealous and
able manner in which he has performed the duties
of his office.

There being no further business before it, the
meeting, upon motion, adjourned to meet again
on the call of the Secretary.

F. L. Guenther, Captain §th Artillery,
Secretary.

At some time not shown by the record an invi-
tation to submit designs for the monument was
issued by the Committee on Design. To what
extent responses were obtained and what their
character does not appear.

The invitation was as follows:

The BarrLe MonuMent Execurive CommiTree will receive
Dssions for the MonumenT 10 BE ErEctep ar West Point,
N. Y., to the Memory of the Orricers and EnrisTep Men of
the Recurar Army who shall have fallen during the present
war, as follows :

Sufficient expanse of surface is required to receive inscrip-
tions of the nmame, rank, place of decease, etc., etc., of all
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Officers of the Regular Army who shall have fallen during the
war, and a general tablet for the enlisted men.

In connection with the monument, should be embraced  plan
for a mausoleum, or place of interment, for the remains of such
officers as may be brought to West Point for burial.

Full drawings, with the usual details, must be made, accom-
panied by an estimate of the cost — this not to exceed g25,000.

A premium of g250 will be paid for the design which is
finally accepted.

It is desirable that designs be sent in as early as possible,
in order that they may be carefully considered before a selec-
tion is made.

Further particulars may be obtained by addressing the Secre-
tary at West Point, N. Y.

A. H. Bowman, Col. of Engrs., Chairman,
H. B. Clitz, Lieut.-Col, and Comdt.,
W. A. EMerkin, First Lieut. 1st Art.,
Committee on Design.
C. C. Parsons, First Licut. 4th Art., Secretary.

» » . L ] . L ]

During the period from October, 1864, until the
call of General Schofield of Sept. g, 1878, the funds
of the Association had been gradually accumulat-
ing under the admirable management of the Trea-
surer, Professor Church. Upon his death a meeting
was called pursuant-to the following circular:

U. S. Military Academy, West Point, N. Y.,
September g, 1878.

All officers of the army on duty at West Point
are requested to attend a meeting at the Officers’
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Mess at 7.30 this evening to transact important
business appertaining to the Battle Monument Asso-
ciation.
A full attendance is respectfully desired.
J. M. Schofield,
Major-General and Superintendent.

This meeting of the officers of the Army on
duty at West Point was held in the Officers’ Mess
at 7.30 P. M. Monday, the gth of September, 1878,
Major-General J. M. Schofield, Superintendent and
ex-officio President of the Battle Monument As-
sociation, in the chair.

The President stated the object of the meeting
to be to elect officers and fill vacancies upon the
Executive Committee occasioned by death and by
removal from the Post.

On motion the following officers were unani-
mously elected an Executive Committee in addi-
tion to

1st. Major-General J. M. Schofield, Superinten-
dent, President.
2d. Lieut.-Colonel Thos. H. Neill, 6th Cav-
alry, Commandant - of Cadets [Ex-officio
members], viz: —
. 3d. Professor Peter S. Michie.
4th. Professor George L. Andrews (Treasurer).
sth.  Professor Junius B. Wheeler.
6th. Professor Charles W. Larned.



50 THE BATTLE MONUMENT

7th.  Professor Edgar W. Bass.
8th. Professor Guido N. Lieber.
gth. Surgeon Charles T. Alexander.

10th. First Lieut. Eric Burgland, Corps of En-
gineers.

11th. Captain William M. Wherry, 6th Infan-
try, Secretary.

On motion Professor George L. Andrews was
unanimously elected Treasurer, and Colonel Wil-
liam M. Wherry, Secretary. On motion it was
Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to invest
the funds of the association in U. S. registered
bonds.

The Secretary was directed to furnish the «“ Army
and Navy Journal ” with a transcript of the record
of these proceedings for publication.’

On motion the meeting was adjourned.

J. M. Schofield, Major-General,

) President.
Wm. M. Wherry, Bvt.-Colonel, U. S. A,
Secretary.
» » » » L »

The first attempt to open the question of erec-
tion was made in the meeting of Oct. 22, 1885,
called by General Merritt.

West Point, N. Y., Thursday, Oct. 22, 1885.

Proceedings of a meeting of the officers of the
army stationed at West Point, N. Y., pursuant to
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a call of the Superintendent, Col. W. Merritt, §th
Regiment of Cavalry.

The meeting was called to order by Professor
Michie.

On motion of Prof. Michie, Gen. Merritt was
elected Chairman; Lieut. G. B. Davis was appointed
Secretary by the Chair. At the request of the
Chairman, Professor Geo. L. Andrews, the Treas-
urer of the Battle Monument Association, made an
informal statement of the amount of the Monu-
ment fund. Lieut. W. C. Brown, Adjutant of the
Military Academy, announced that he had in his
possession the “ Record of Proceedings of the Bat-
tle Monument Association.” At the request of
the Chairman, the record was produced by Lieut.
Brown, and its contents were read by the Secretary.

The Chairman stated the purpose of the meet-
ing to be to take some steps looking to the increase
of the fund, and the erection of the Monument.

A motion that a committee of seven members
be selected by the Chairman to investigate and
report upon the question of erecting a monument
was withdrawn.

A motion that the Executive Committee be di-
rected to fill its vacancies, and report, was also
withdrawn.

The Superintendent announced that he would
call a meeting of the Executive Committee, at an
early day, for the purpose of filling its vacancies

~
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and acting upon questions connected with the erec-
tion of the Monument.
On motion, the meeting then adjourned.

W. Merritt, Colonel sth Cavalry,
Brevet Major-General, U. S. A, -

Geo. B. Davis, President.

Secretary.

Nothing, however, was done towards actual re-
alization of the project until the administration of
Col. John M. Wilson as superintendent of the
Academy. Deeming the time ripe for a move-
ment in the matter, he addressed the following to
the Treasurer of the Association :

Headquarters U. S. Military Academy,
West Point, N. Y., October 21, 1889.

General Geo. L. Andrews,
Treasurer Battle Monument Association.
Dear Sir:

Yours of the 21st instant, expressing a desire to resign the
Treasurership of the Battle Monument Association is just
received.

Will you please send me the list of subscribers to the Monu-
ment, if in your possession? If you have not the list, please
inform me where it can be found.

I will at once enter into correspondence with such of the
original subscribers as may be living and obtain their views as
to what they would prefer in the shape of a Monument.

For myself, I think it might be well to use the fund either
for the enlargement of the present Chapel, or the construction
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of a memorial hall in which would appear mural tablets giving
the names of the officers who lost their lives in the defense of
the Union.

As soon as I can get the views of those subscribers still living
I will call a meeting of the officers here.

In the meantime may I ask you, for the present, to continue
to hold the position of Treasurer which you have so acceptably
filled for the past ten years ?

Yours very truly,

Joun M. WiLson, Colonel of Engineers,
Superintendent.

The following is the letter of General Andrews
referred to:

U. S. Military Academy, West Point, N. Y.,
Oct. 21, 1889.

Colonel John M. Wilson,
Superintendent U. 8. Military Academy,
President of the Battle Monument Association,
Dear Sir : :

Some time near the close of our Civil War, an association
was formed at West Point for the purpose of having a monu-
ment erected here to the Officers of the Regular Army who fell
in that war. ‘The late Professor Church was elected Treasurer,
and subscriptions were invited and received. 'The formation
of the Association seems to have been somewhat loosely made ;
but on the decease of Professor Church in 1878, General Scho-
field, then Superintendent, as ex-officio President of the Asso-
ciation, called a2 meeting of the officers here stationed, who, it
scems, constitute the Association. At that meeting I was
elected Treasurer, and directed by vote of the members present
to invest the funds and income of the Association in U. 8.

4A
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Registered Bonds. Another meeting was called by General

Merritt when Superintendent to consider what should be done

in regard to the Monument, but no decisive action was taken,
The funds now in my hands as Treasurer are :

U. S. Currency 6 per cent. Bonds, par, . §$3,000
U. S. 4 per cent. Registered Bonds, par, 47,300

Total, . . . . g50,300

At the present market rate these Bonds would sell for about
$63,500.

, There were also donated by Act of Congress to Professor
Church, T'reasurer of the ¢ Battle Monument Committee,”’ fifty
bronze cannon. These cannon were left stored at the New
York Arscnal, Governor’s Island, having been, as I understood,
virtually delivered to Professor Church. However, more than

. a year ago, I was informed that unless the cannon were removed
there was danger that they would be delivered to other parties.
I wrote to General Benét, and learned from him that a new
application for the cannon must be made, accompanied by evi-
dence of authority for the new Treasurer to receive the same,
I stated the case orally to General Parke, then Superintendent,
but -he was disinclined to do anything about the matter, and
nothing further was done.

The foregoing statement is made agreeably to your oral re-
quest, and I would add that I wish to resign as soon as may be
the position of Treasurer of the Association which I now hold.
It is desirable that the new Treasurer be elected so that the trans-
fer of bonds may be made before the books are closed for this
quarter.

Respectfully yours,
Geo. L. Anprews,
Treassrer Battle Monament Association.
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The following are the guns above described by
Professor Andrews:

§o Cannon, Bronze, reserved at N. Y. Arsenal for Battle
Monument.

15 12-pounder Field Guns, heavy, . . . U.S. 26,607

1 12 ¢ « e .+ Rebeltrophy, 1,375
16 24 ¢ ¢« Howitzers . . .. . U.S. 20,891

224 ¢ e s . Rebel trophies, 2,567
32 ¢ L e oo« 2 ULS 11,487
24 < Boat Howitzers, . . . . ¢ 6,502
12 ¢ RifledGuns, . . . . . James, 3,180
12 ¢ Field Guns, Light, Rebel trophies, 2,400
18 ¢ Gun, Austrian, . ¢« trophy, 2,514

- NN O

Total, . . . . . . . 77,493

The next step of Colonel Wilson was the issue
of this

CIRCULAR.

Headquarters U. S. Military Academy,
West Point, N. Y., October 29, 1889.

About a quarter of a century ago a number of officers and
enlisted men, together with a few citizens, subscribed for a
Battle Monument to be erected at West Point, in memory of
the officers and enlisted men of the Regular Army who fell in
the defense of the Union during the late war.

Of the seven or eight hundred officers who subscribed only
about one hundred and sixty still remain in the Army.

The fand now amounts to $50,300.00 in United States
Bonds, the value of which, if sold to-day, would be about
$63,000.00.
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The Superintendent of the Military Academy finds himself,
ex officio, President of the Battle Monument Association.

It certainly secems as if action in this matter should no longer
be delayed, and that some use should be made of the fund before
all of the subscribers shall have passed away.

The Military Academy Chapel is too small, and its present
condition — for lack of means to improve it — is not creditable to
the Academy. A larger place of worship is needed, and also a hall
where important ceremonies can take place, similar to those in-
cident to the recent presentation of portraits.

The Superintendent suggests cither the enlargement of the
present Chapel, and placing therein mural tablets in memory of
our fallen heroes, or the erection of a memorial hall with simi-
lar tablets on Trophy Point.

The views of all surviving subscribers upon the subject are
invited.

Joux M. WiLson, Colonel of Engineers,
President Battle Monument Association.

Out of 60 responses to this Circular now on file
the expression of opinion regarding the character
of the memorial is as follows:

In favor of a Memorial Hall . . . . . .25
“« « « g Monument . . . . . . .16
“ « «“anAdditionto Chapel . . . . ¢
“« « «“a NewChapel . . . . . . g

Nochoice . . . . . . . 3

West Point, N. Y., January 16, 18go.

At this time the Executive Committee of the
Battle Monument consisted of the following
named officers:
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Col. John M. Wilson, Supt. M. A., ex officio,
President.

Lieut.-Col. H. S. Hawkins, Commandant of
Cadets, ex aofficio.

Prof. Geo. L. Andrews,
Treasurer.

Prof. P. S. Michie, Prof. Chas. W. Larned,
Prof. E. W. Bass, Prof. Wm. Winthrop,
Prof. James Mercur, Surg. H. R. Tilton,
Capt. Geo. McC. Derby, Lieut. Charles Braden.

And their sentiment being favorable, a meeting
was called to decide upon the question of imme-
diate action.

West Point, N. Y., January 22, 18qgo.

Colonel Wilson briefly stated the object of the
meeting and gave a short history of the Battle
Monument Association from its organization in
1863 to the present time.

Professor Geo. L. Andrews tendered his resigna-
tion as Treasurer of the Association and submitted
a statement of the condition of the fund.

Professor Andrews’ resignation was accepted and
it was unanimously voted to extend the thanks of
the Association to Professor Andrews for his ser-
vices as Treasurer during the past twelve years.



58 THE BATTLE MONUMENT

Professor Edgar W. Bass was unanimously
elected Treasurer of the Association.

A letter from Major George B. Davis, the
former Secretary, was read, giving a brief account
of the object of the Association and facts relating
to the subscribers to the fund.

After remarks by several of the officers present,
the following resolution offered by Major Spurgin
was adopted :

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be
instructed to carry out the original intention of
the subscribers to the fund, or take such action
as they may deem expedient.

The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That the Treasurer be requested to
correspond with the Chief of Ordnance and secure
as soon as possible the fifty bronze cannon men-
tioned in Professor Andrews’ report, and which
are now stored at the Arsenal on Governor’s
Island, N. Y.

The Chairman announced that he would call a
meeting of the Executive Committee at an early
day to act upon the business of erecting a suitable
monument.

\
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MEETING OF FEBRUARY 18, 18g0.

The meeting called by Colonel Wilson for February 18th
marks the first Executive Act of the Association in
pursuance of its purpose. The Committee ap-
pointed at this meecting formulated a line
of action which was subsequently
adopted and resulted in the erec-
tion of the Battle Monument.

West Point, N. Y., February 18, 18go.

. Pursuant to a call by Colonel J. M. Wilson,
President, issued February 17, 1890, the Execu-
tive Committee of the Battle Monument Asso-
ciation met at the Superintendent’s quarters at
7-15 P. M.
Present.

Colonel John M. Wilson, Prof. Jas. Mercur,
Lt.-Col. H. S. Hawkins, Prof. P. S. Michie,
Prof. G. L. Andrews,  Prof. C. W. Larned,
Prof. E. W. Bass, Prof. Wm. Winthrop,

Surg. H. R. Tilton.

The Chair stated that the object of the meeting
was to take preliminary steps towards inviting
designs for the Battle Monument to be erected
at West Point, N. Y.

After informal discussion, on motion of Pro-
fessor Bass, a committee was appointed by the
Chair to consider and prepare a circular, or to
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determine what other action might be preferable,
in order to invite designs for the monument; it
was understood that the members of this Com-
mittee would personally consult, upon their next
visit to New York, with distinguished sculptors,
etc,, as to the best method of procedure in the
matter.
The Chair appointed as the Committee :

Prof. P. S. Michie, Prof. C. W. Larned,
Prof. E. W. Bass.

There being no further business before the
Committee, the meeting adjourned at 8.1§ p. M.

John M. Wilson, Colonel of Engineers,

President of Assoctation.
Charles Braden,

Secretary.

\

Subsequent to the foregoing meeting the fol-
lowing authorization was received from the Adju-
tant-General ;

War Department,
Adjutant-General’s Office,
g Washington, February z1st, 1890.
ir

Your communication of the zoth instant, concerning the
erection at West Point, by the Battle Monument Association,
of a Monument to the memory of the officers and enlisted
men of the Regular Army of the U. S. who were killed or
died of wounds received in action during the war of the rebel-
lion, has been laid before the Secretary of War, who instructs
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me to inform you that the Association is granted permission
to proceed with the work of erecting a monument on Trophy
Point.
Very respecthully,
J. C. Kerron,
Adjutant-General.
The Superintendent,
U. S. Military Academy,
West Point, N, Y.

The minutes of the next meeting give the re-
port of the sub-committee outlining a method of
procedure which governed future action.

West Point, N. Y., March 8, 18qgo.

Pursuant to the call of the President, the Exec-
utive Committee met at 7.30 p. M. to-day, in the
Superintendent’s quarters.

Present all the members of the Committee, ex-
cept Surgeon Tilton and Captain Derby.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
approved.

Surgeon Henry McElderry was elected a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee in place of Sur-
geon Tilton, relieved from' duty at West Point.

The Committee appointed at the meeting held
February 18 being called upon for a report, the
following was read by Professor Larned : .

Report of the Committee of the Battle Monu-
ment Association appointed to prepare a plan of
procedure.
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Your Committee, after some consideration of
the matter intrusted to them, concluded to visit
New York and seeck the advice of sculptors and
architects of established reputation. A consulta-
tion with Mr. Augustus St. Gaudens, the leading
sculptor of America, confirmed the Committee in
its opinion that the conditions governing the erec-
tion of this Monument, 7. ., the number of indi-
viduals commemorated by it, the conspicuous na-
ture of the site, and the limited funds available, re-
quire that it should be mainly architectural in its
character, and that the sculptural features should be
subordinate or accessory. A single figure or group
of figures of life size would be, in such a place
and for such a purpose, inadequate, unless placed
upon a pediment or substructure of considerable
dimensions, which would also be necessitated by
the commemorative inscriptions. So placed, the
statuary would appear insignificant unless of heroic
size, in which case the cost would be largely
beyond the limit of our resources. An architec-
tural structure, however, of such dimensions as to
be dignified, and accotd with the surroundings,
with sculptural accessories in the round or in re-
lief, and decorative tablets, can be erected within
the specified amount.

An examination of the results of many public
and general competitions shows that they rarely if
ever give satisfaction either to the competitors or



-

AT WEST POINT 63

their clients, and that the feeling is so strong
against them among architects of high reputation
that they generally decline to enter them. This
is due largely to the fact that they are forced to
bring their labor and reputations into competition
with those of inferior men, and to submit to the
judgment of incompetent critics. In a private
and selected competition properly conducted, these
objections can be avoided, to the great saving of
time and friction and with a great gain in the
standard of result. Your Committee, therefore,
conclude it wise to recommend the adoption of
the method of private and selected competition,
and to choose for such competition, with proper
advice, three or four of the architectural firms of
the country having the highest artistic reputation.

With these convictions your Committee visited
the office of Messrs. Babb, Cook and Willard, the
leading member of the firm having been most
highly indorsed by Mr. St. Gaudens as perhaps
the most talented of our architects, and laid be-
fore these gentlemen the commission intrusted to
it, with the request that they would advise as to
the course most likely to give the most satisfactory
results to all concerned. These gentlemen con-
sented to draw up, after sufficient time for consul-
tation, a memorandum embodying the more im-
portant features of such a competition, and to for-
ward it to your Committee. This they have done,
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and upon this outline as a basis your Committee
has prepared the accompanying scheme for your
approval.

It, therefore, recommends for adoption the fol-
lowing resolution :

Resolved. 1st. That the Monument shall be
mainly architectural in character, with such sculp-
tural accessories as shall be deemed fitting and
appropriate by the designer.

2d. That it shall afford proper space for the
necessary inscriptions commemorative of its pur-
pose.
3d. That it shall be of sufficient height to
give dignity to its proportions, and to harmonize
with its surroundings ; but that its height shall not
be a feature of the design, as in the case of a large
column or shaft.

4th. That it be located upon Trophy Point,
upon a site to be selected by the Building Com-
mittee of this Association, of which the Superin-
tendent of the Military Academy and the success-
ful competitor shall be, for this purpose, members
ex officio.

gth. That the designer shall be chosen by pri-
vate selected competition.

6th. That for this purpose four of the architec-
tural firms of this country having high professional
reputation shall be invited to compete.
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7th. That a Building Committee be appointed
consisting of four members of the Executive Com-
mittee, which Building Committee shall be author-
ized to make all necessary arrangements for such -
competition, to decide upon the merits of the de-
sign, and to supervise, with the Superintendent
of the Military Academy, its erection, the Super-
intendent becoming for this purpose, ex officio, a
member of the Committee, and its Chairman.

8th. That the Building Committee be author-
ized to draw upon the Treasurer of this Associ-
ation for all necessary funds, and to audit all
the accounts arising from the disbursements con--
nected with the work, and to take any and all
steps necessary to its completion.

gth. That, upon the completion of the Monu-
ment, the Building Committee — the Superinten-
dent being, ex officio, a member thereof — shall
arrange for proper dedication exercises and cere-
monies.

1oth. That, upon the selection of the accepted
design, a meeting of the Association shall be called
and the drawings exhibited.

11th. That, upon dedication, the Monument
shall be presented to the Military Academy of the
United States, and shall upon acceptance be turned
over to the proper military authorities.

12th. That, upon the completion of these duties,

the Building Committee shall turn over to the
5
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authorities of the Military Academy all vouchers
and papers relating to its functions and the action
of the Battle Monument Association for file with
the records of the Military Academy, and shall be
discharged from these functions.
13th. That the Superintendent be requested to

obtain from the authorities at Washington the
necessary names and data for inscription upon the
monument.

Peter S. Michie, Prof., U. S. M. A.

Chas. W. Larned, « “

Edg. W. Bass, “

Professor Larned, at the request of the Chairman
of the Committee, described the action of the Com-
mittee in its visit to New York, and after some
explanatory remarks and an informal discussion
submitted the following form for an invitation to
compete for the erection of the monument:

INVITATION TO COMPETE FOR A
MONUMENT TO BE ERECTED
AT WEST POINT, N. Y.

I

‘This Monument is to commemorate the Officers and Soldiers
of the Regular Army killed in the War of the Rebellion. It is
to be erected upon the land of the Government reservation at
West Point, N. Y., the site being that portion of the plain in
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front of Cadet Barracks commonly known as Trophy Point ;
the exact spot to be hereafter designated.

IL

The general character of the design is to be architectural with
such sculptural accessories as the taste of the designer may
deem fitting and appropriate. It is to be of such proportions
as to provide for the display of bronze tablets sufficient in num-
ber and dimensions for the inscription of the names of
officers and the designation by number and regiment of
non-commissioned officers and privates.

The material is to be stone and bronze, the nature of the
stone being optional with the designer.

III.

The funds available for this construction, proper, are g50,-
000 in cash. There are, also, at the disposal of the Asso-
ciation fifty (§0) bronze cannon which may be employed in
any way deemed proper, presented for the purpose by the fol-
lowing Joint Resolution of Congress :

Foint Resolutiom (No. 37), approved April 28, 1870.

Resoloed, &c., &c., &c., That the Secretary of War
is hereby authorized and directed to deliver to Pro-
fessor A. E. CuurcH, Treasurer of the Battle Monu-
ment Committee, fifty bronze guns captured from the
rebels, to be used in the construction of a monument
at West Point, New York, in memory of the officers
and soldiers of the regular army who fell in the late
war, and in the ornameptation of the grounds around
said monument.— 16 Stars. at Large, 373.

IV.

You are invited to submit to this Committee of the Battle
Monument Association at West Point a design for the above
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described monument in competition with those of the following
named firms of architects :

on or before September 15th, 1890, under the following con-
ditions :
V.
CONDITIONS.

1st. The design to be shown in the following drawings :

1. A Perspective view in color or mono-tint, at your option,
on a sheet not smaller than 34 x 48 inches, in proper relative
proportion.

2. A Plan.

3. Elevation of the principal front to scale of 1 to 4/ in
line.

Should any of the other fronts possess special features of im-
portance, separate elevations in pencil to same scale showing
these features should be submitted with principal drawings.

Each drawing is to be marked with a motto or device, and
the whole sent in a sealed package, accompanied by a sealed
envelope containing name, and marked with device on out-
side, to the chairman of this Committee, Professor PeTer S.
Micsui, U, S. Military Academy, West Point, N. Y. A com-
plete description of the design with explanation of its material
and construction should accompany the drawings.

2d. For the purpose of selection only, the Committee will
associate with itself three gentlemen — sculptors or architects
—to be chosen from a list of names submitted by the com-
petitors themselves, each competitor submitting three, not more
than one to be taken from the list of any one firm. These as-
" sociates for the purpose named shall each have a full vote, and
the result of the vote shall be decisive as to the selection or re-
jection of the designs submitted.
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3d. No designs other than those submitted by the firms
named in the list above given shall be admitted in this com-
petition, nor shall any designs from any source be considered by
the Committee until after the decision in this instance. After
the decision the rejected designs will be returned to their re-
spective owners, and no use in any way will be made of them
or any of their featurcs unless by arrangement with and consent
of the owner. »

The accepted design is to become the property of the Asso-
ciation, and the construction of the monument is to be in the
hands and under the direction of the successful competitor, who
shall be responsible for its proper and satisfactory completion
according to the terms of the detailed specifications and draw-
ings accepted. .

It shall be the right of the Superintendent of the Military
Academy to appoint a competent officer who shall inspect the
work during its progress, and who shall have the power, by di-
rection of the Superintendent, to require a conformity in all
particulars with the requirements of the specifications. He
shall have the right, as above, to stop work at any stage of pro-
gress should he discover any failure on the part of contractors to
fulfil such requirements, until the architect can enforce them.
His function shall not be construed to interfere in any way with
the freedom of action of the architect, or of any person deputed
by him to represent him as supervisor or clerk of the work.

The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) will
be paid to each competitor as 2 compensation for time and labor
in the preparation of the designs submitted in competition, except
that the successful competitor shall receive the usual compensa-
tion of § per cent, upon the total cost of the monument, which
sum shall include cost of all drawings prepared by him.

Should the nature of the design involve special sculptural
features requiring separate and original designing by the archi-
tects, special arrangements for compensation will be made.

SA



70 THE BATTLE MONUMENT

Sculptural designs not furnished by architect must be contracted
for by him, and paid out of the fund for general cost of monu-
ment as part of the regular expenses.

4th. The design must be carefully calculated to come within
the limits of the amount available for construction, as the cost
of the monument ca# in mo case exceed fifty thousand dollars, ex-
clusive of the value of the bronze guns. To this end an esti-
mate of cost should accompany each design, and upon acceptance
a detailed estimate of cost must be submitted to this Committee.
Should any excess result in this detailed estimate, or in the bids
for construction, the design must be so modificd as to come
within the required limits.

sth. The Committee reserve the right to reject all designs
under the conditions of payment and return, as specified above.

6th. For the purpose of definitely locating the site only, the
Superintendent of the Military Academy and the successful
competitor shall become ex-officio members of the Building
Committee, and for the purpose of superintending the con-
struction after selection, and the final arrangements for dedica-
tion, the Superintendent of the Military Academy becomes a
member of the Committee ex officio, and its Chairman.

VI.

The Committee herein referred to consists of the following
named officers of the Military Academy :

Professor Peter S, Michie, Chairman.

Professor Charles W. Larned.

Professor Edgar W. Bass, Z'reas. Battle Mon. Ass.
Professor James Mercur.

They are appointed by authority of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Battle Monument Association.

This Association has invested the Executive Committee
with full powers for the expenditure of the funds herein de-
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scribed, and for the determination of all matters pertaining to
the erection of this monument. It has delegated to this Com-
mittee authority for action in the premises as above described,
and all communications relative to the matter in hand will be
addressed to it through its Chairman, Professor Peter S. Michie.

An informal discussion took place, after which
the report of the Committee was accepted, and
the Committee discharged from further action.

The sections were discussed and considered in
detail. All were adopted as submitted, except
No. 3, which was amended to mean that the prin-
. cipal view should be *as seen from the plain.”

The following resolution was adopted :

Resolved. That the Superintendent be requested
to name a committee of four to take charge of
the building of the Monument, and that after the
Comnmittee is appointed and vacancies occur, the
other members of the Committee be authorized
to fill said vacancies.

In pursuance of this resolution, the following
were appointed members of the Committee:
Professor Michie, Professor Larned, Professor Bass
and Professor Mercur.

It was moved and carried that the Committee
prepare and send a circular letter to competitors.

The following resolution was adopted :
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That the Building Committee can change the
specifications as it thinks proper, keeping the gen-
eral idea of the Monument in view at all times.

After careful investigation and consultation the
following named firms of architects were selected
for the competition and a circular letter inclosing
a printed copy of the terms of competition was
addressed to them by the Secretary of the Build-
ing Committee : Babb, Cook & Willard, New
York City; Carrere & Hastings, New York City;
McKim, Mead & White, New York City; and
R. W. Emerson, Boston, Mass. The circular letter
contained the following paragraphs:

The history of the action of which this proposed competi-
tion is the outcome is briefly as follows :

During the War of the Rebellion certain officers of the regu-
lar army stationed at West Point conceived the idea of com-
memorating their brother officers of the regular army killed
in that struggle by a monument erected there, and to that
end formed an association known as the Battle Monument
Association, with headquarters at the Military Academy.
Letters were sent out to all officers of the regular army in-
viting contributions in proportion to the rate of pay received.
The fund resulting was placed in the custody of the Treasurer
of the Association, invested in government bonds, and has in-
creased through accrued interest to its present size, Congress
was petitioned to further the project by appropriating 2 certain
number of bronze cannon, and acceded by placing at the dis-
posal of the Association fifty bronze guns captured from the
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rebels. It was proposed to make the monument commemora-
tive as well of the non-commissioned officers and privates,
which proposition was adopted with the proviso that the de-
scription should be by number and regiment only. The Ex-
ecutive Committee of the above described Association, in which
was invested plenary power both to act and to expend the
funds accrued, in turn has transferred its authority to a Building
Committee from which this circular emanates, and which pur-
poses to push the project to completion. This monument,
therefore, is distinctly commemorative of the officers, non-
commissioned officers and privates of the regular army of the
United States killed, or who died of wounds received in action,
during the War of the Rebellion.

In regard to the bronze guns available for use in the work,
the committee desires it to be understood that they are at the
disposition of the architect e# masse, to be used to defray the
cost in a finished state of all bronze decorations used upon the
monument. In other words, the committee conceives it to be
a legitimate use of this material to employ it not only as mate-
rial, but to defray the cost of its own working and designing.
Should, however, the cost of working exceed the value of the
guns, the excess will be paid from the general fund. It will
follow therefore that the bronze decorations should be a con-
siderable feature of the design in order that all of the guns
shall be available for use. As these guns are in themselves
commemorative and historic, the committee suggests that a cer-
tain number of them — say ten or more — be retained intact
for direct decoration in the monument, or as accessories on the
plinth and stylobate, or in the grounds in the immediate neigh-
borhood.

The invitation to compete was identical with
the form adopted as given above, and, after formal
acceptance on the part of the firms addressed, their
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members were invited to visit West Point as the
guests of the Building Committee to inspect the
site, and an exact location was determined on by
a general vote of the Committee and the competi-
tors. As the date of competition matured, a se-
lection of associates was made by the Building
Committee from the list of candidates nominated
by the competitors. These associates became, for
the purpose of choice, members of the Committee
with a full vote, and the action of this jury was
final. The names of these gentlemen, who at
once most courteously consented to serve, are R.
M. Hunt, President American Institute of Archi-
tects; Augustus St. Gaudens; Arthur Rotch.

On the date of competition they were invited, as
guests of the Building Committee, to visit West
Point, where the jury proceeded to examine the
drawings. After a long and careful study, a final
vote resulted in the selection of the design marked
« Monolith ”— the motto of the firm of McKim,
Mead & White. The results of the competition
were very gratifying, and the merits of all the de-
signs so conspicuous as to render final decision a
matter of nice discrimination based upon many
considerations.

Messrs. McKim, Mead & White made the fol-
lowing statement regarding their design:

In preparing the design, we have most carefully considered
the object of the monument and the site which it is to occupy.
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We believe the monument should be first and foremost a
‘martial one, distinctive in its character and impressive in its de-
sign.  The beauty of its site and the surroundings seems to u