












given by the Lord Provost and town council of Edinburgh to the American Consul Wallace 

Bruce,as a burial place for Scottish soldiers from the American Civil War of 1861-1865. 

On the base of the memorial is the bronze statue of a freed slave sitting atop two unfurled 

flags, with his shackles removed, his one arm outstretched towards Lincoln thanking him for his 

freedom, and a book in his other hand to indicate he is now educated. Directly below the Lincoln 

statue are words on the four sides of the plinth, supporting a central theme of emancipation: 

“Union, Education, Suffrage, and Emancipation.” 

 

The statue of Lincoln on a war memorial was not typical, in that most war memorials 

usually had a statue of a soldier. When this memorial was created it clearly portrayed Abraham 

Lincoln as what was described as a “dignified, and properly attired professional.” He is dressed 

in what was considered to be “contemporary clothing,” and he is posed in a stance found in most 

classical portrayals of politicians; “one leg slightly in front of the other and one arm bent behind 

the back, yet a man of action.”  

 

He holds in his right hand a copy of the Emancipation Proclamation, with the title just 

visible to the viewer. The phrase (noted below) engraved onto the front of the stone base is 

actually a famous quote from an 1864 letter, written by Abraham Lincoln to then Governor 

Michael Hahn of Louisiana, in which he clearly states his wish that extension of the franchise be 

made to a portion of the black male population. This phrase carved in stone, rather than one from 

the war, was chosen to underscore the “memorial’s celebration of suffrage.” 

 

At 4:00pm on August 21, 1893, the “Edinburgh Lincoln Memorial” was dedicated to 

Scottish involvement in the American Civil War of 1861-1865. Reports from that day state that a 

“large crowd packed the cemetery and the balconies of surrounding buildings to witness the 

event”in spite of the “wet & windy weather,” 

 

 

Reporters provided further additional detail regarding the ceremony, stating:  

 

“Facing the crowd was a Guard of Honor from the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 

accompanied by band and piper to form a military presence some 250 strong. They had marched 

from Edinburgh Castle, down the Mound and past Waverley Bridge in a snaking procession 

visible to a good portion of the city centre. At exactly half past four, the band fell silent and all 

waited in hushed anticipation. Just to one side of the platform, hidden beneath both the Stars and 

Stripes and the Union Jack, was the reason for all the fuss. A young woman stepped forward, 

dressed in classical garb to represent the American spirit Columbia, she pulled on a cord and 

the flags fell away to reveal a bronze statue of Lincoln atop a granite base. The crowd erupted in 

applause.” 

 

The question has often been posed: “What was the sixteenth President of the United 

States doing in Edinburgh, and how did the statue come to be there, and what did it represent?” 

Articles have been written examining the story of this monument. Stories abound regarding the 

motivations of the people who helped to create and erect it, as a way of“understanding Lincoln’s 

legacy on Scottish shores.”  It was more than just a show of diplomacy between two countries, it 



was heralded as “a gift from America to Scotland can be understood as a symbol of Gilded Age 

transatlantic relations.” 

 

A note from the1893 Dedication Day Ceremony eventstates: 

 

“In the latter part of the dedication booklet for the memorial is a short chapter titled, 

“The Story of the Monument.”. The narrative opens on a destitute widow, Mrs. McEwan, calling 

at the American Consulate offices in the summer of 1890 in the hopes of securing her recently 

deceased husband’s army pension. Her husband had served as a sergeant in the Union army 

before returning to Scotland to marry and start a family; he later passed away in Edinburgh, 

clutching his service weapon. When Mrs. McEwan explained that her husband had been buried 

in a common grave and that she had no funds with which to mark the spot, this inspired 

Bruce(American Consul Wallace Bruce) to action. In July of 1892, Bruce raised the subject of a 

memorial in an informal discussion with his personal friend, Lord Provost Russell and the 

following day put his request in writing to the Town Council for a burial plot in Old Calton. With 

his ambitions for the project growing, the Consul had the idea to erect a statue and in August, he 

traveled to New York to publicly announce his intentions for a sculpture of ‘Lincoln Freeing the 

Slaves’ in Edinburgh. Bruce remained in the United States until November, calling on a list of 

illustrious names to request donations. A total of fifty men had donated $100, the list a veritable 

Who’s Who of ‘robber barons’ and the cream of the New York social circle; Cornelius 

Vanderbilt, Andrew Carnegie, William Rockefeller, J. Pierpont Morgan and William Waldorf 

Astor. The scale and cost of the project, as well as the influential men who supported it, 

indicated that the monument was assuming a more important status than merely a marker upon a 

grave.” 

 

It has been proclaimed that, “though the memorial is very much a product of its time, it 

remains a poignant symbol of Scottish involvement with the Union cause. The story behind its 

creation is a moving one, involving the widow of Sergeant-Major McEwan. The details have 

been researched by The American Civil War Round Table UK.” 

 

As previously mentioned, the front of the stone base has the following inscription of a 

statement in a letter from Abraham Lincoln: 

 

TO PRESERVE 

THE JEWEL OF LIBERTY 

IN THE FRAMEWORK OF 

FREEDOM 

 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

 

IN MEMORY OF SCOTTISH-AMERICAN SOLDIERS 

 

The names of the soldiers to whom the memorial is dedicated are engraved one side of 

the base, as follows: 

Sgt. Major John McEwan, Co. H, 65th Regt Illinois Vol. Infantry; 



William L Duff, Lt Col., 2nd Illinois Regt of Artillery; 

Robert Steedman, Co. E, 5th Regt Maine Infantry Volunteers; 

James Wilkie, Co. C, 1st Michigan Cavalry; 

Robert Ferguson, Co. F, 57th Regt New York Infantry Volunteers; 

Added later, in August 1993: 

  Alexander Smith, Co. C 66th. Regt New York Volunteer Infantry. 

 A bit of background on each of the men listed above, reveals the following:  

John McEwan returned to Scotland following the war, where his widow received 

an army pension from the United States, following his death in Edinburgh in 1863 

from the effects of his time in the war. His widow helped spark the idea for a 

memorial to the Scottish-American Soldiers. 

William Duff returned to Scotland, and upon his death his widow received his 

army pension from the United States. 

Robert Steedman returned to Scotland, and upon his death his widow received his 

army pension from the United States. 

James Wilkie returned to Scotland, and upon his death his widow received an 

army pension from the United States. 

Robert Ferguson returned to Scotland, where upon his death his widow received 

and army pension from the United States. 

It has been estimated that between 150,000 and 500,000 Scots are thought to have died 

during the American Civil War, which lasted from 1861 to 1865.  

 

It is thought that only McEwan and Smith are actually buried at the memorial.  

 

The Old Calton Cemetery (Old Calton Burial Ground) is located at Waterloo Place, 

Edinburgh EH8 8BG, UKXR37+HJ Edinburgh, United Kingdom, across the street from the 

Apex Waterloo Hotel. For tech-savvy folks, the entrance to the cemetery is at GPS Coordinates: 

55.953882, -3.185919 and the American Civil War Memorial is just up the set of stone stairs on 

the righthand side, next to the tomb of the famous Scottish philosopher David Hume. It is well 

worth a visit, should someone find themselves wandering the streets of old Edinburgh. 

 

Camp Commander Johnson is also a member of the American Legion, and the Royal 

British Legion. The wreath placed at the American Civil War Memorial in Edinburgh was 

generously provided by the Royal British Legion, and proudly displayed the logo of the Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War in its center.  
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