FORM CWM #61 Pace 1

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR
CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM

Type of Memorial (check all applicable)

_¥ Monument _v _with Sculpture ____ without Sculpture ___ with Cannon standalone Cannon
___Historical Marker Plague ___ Other ( flag pole, G.A.R. buildings, stained glass windows, etc.)
Affiliation

GAR MOLLUS SUVCwW WRC ASUVCW

LGAR DUVCW v __ Other

If known, record name and number of post, camp, corps, auxiliary, tent, circle or appropriate information of other groups:
People of Scotland and the United States

Original Dedication Date August21, 1893 Please consult any/all newspaper archives for a local paper's article
that would have information on the first dedication ceremony and/or other facts on the memorial. Please submit a copy of your findings
with full identification of the paper & date of publication. Thank you.

Location
The Memorial is currently located at:
Street/Road address or site location ©Old Calton Cemetery

Waterloo P, GPS Coordinates N 55°57.211 W 003° 11.166
City/Village &/or Township Edinburgh
County Scotland State United Kingdom le Code EHS8 8BG

The front of the Memorial faces: _ North  South  East  West

Government Body, Agency, or Individual Owner
Name Unknown

Dept./Div.

Street Address

City State Zip Code
Contact Person Telephone () ext

Is Memorial on the National Register of Historic Places __ Yes v No ID # if known

For Monuments with/without sculpture:

Physical Details

Material of Monument or base under a Sculpture or Cannon =_¥_Stone Concrete Metal Other
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.) Red Aberdeen Granite

Material of the Sculpture Stone Concrete _ ¥ Metal Other Is it hollow or solid?

If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.)

>This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2015 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation
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For Historic Marker or Plaque:

Material of Plaque or Historical Marker / Tablet =

For Cannons with/without monument:

Material of Cannon = Bronze Iron Type of Cannon (if known)
Rifed _  YES____ NO
Markings: Muzzle Base Ring/Breech
Left Trunion Right Trunion
Is inert ammunition a part of the Memorial? Yes No
[For camp/department monuments officer's use: Cannon on list of known ordnance] Yes No

For Other Memorials: (flag pole, G.A.R. buildings, stained glass windows, etc.)

What best describes the memorial

Materials of the Memorial

Complete for All Memorials
Approximate Dimensions (indicate unit of measure) - taken from tallest / widest points

15 feet Height 10 feet Width 10 feet Depth or Diameter

For Memorials with multiple Sculptures, please record this information on a separate sheet of paper for each statue (service, pose, etc)
and attach to this form. Please describe the "pose” of each statue and any weapons/implements involved (in case your photos become
separated from this form). Thank you!

Markings/Inscriptions (on stone-work / metal-work of monument, base, sculpture)

i ) ) Designer: George Bissell
Maker or Fabricator mark / name? If so, give name & location found

Please attach legible photographs of all text & or Record the text in the space below. Please use the addendum —
narrative sheet if necessary.

"In Memory of Scottish-American Soldiers" "To Preserve the Jewel of Liberty in the Framework of Freedom - Abraham Lincoln"
The Edinburgh statue features Lincoln atop a podium and a freedman at the base who kneels by victorious furled flags and laurel
wreaths. Around the bronze platform on which the President stands, a different word is engraved on each of the four sides, reading
clockwise from the front; Emancipation, Education, Union, Suffrage. The names of the soldiers to whom the memorial is dedicated are
engraved on the sides of the base, and read simply;

Sgt. Major John McEwan, Co. H, 65th Regt lllinois Vol. Infantry;

William L Duff, Lt Col., 2nd lllinois Regt of Artillery;

Robert Steedman, Co. E, 5th Regt Maine Infantry Volunteers;

James Wilkie, Co. C, 1st Michigan Cavalry;

Robert Ferguson, Co. F, 57th Regt New York Infantry Volunteers;

Alexander Smith, Co. C 66th. Regt New York Volunteer Infantry.

>This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2015 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.
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Environmental Setting
(The general vicinity and immediate locale surrounding a memorial can play a major role in its overall condition.)

Type of Location

_v Cemetery ___ Park ___ Plaza/Courtyard __ "Town Square" ___ Post Office
____School ___Municipal Building ____ State Capitol ____ Courthouse ___College Campus
____ Traffic Circle __ Library Other:

General Vicinity
___Rural (low population, open land) __ Suburban (residential, near city) _ Town _v Urban / Metropolitan

Immediate Locale (check as many as may apply)
__Industrial ___ Commercial ____ Street/Roadside within 20 feet __ Tree Covered (overhanging branches)
Protected from the elements (canopy or enclosure, indoors) __ Protected from the public (fence or other barrier)

Any other significant environmental factor

[To detail the condition of a monument used the addendum form for Monument’s Condition]

Supplemental Background Information

In addition to your on-site survey, any additional information you can provide on the described Memorial will be welcomed.
Please label each account with its source (author, title, publisher, date, pages). Topics include any reference to the points
listed on this questionnaire, plus any previous conservation treatments - or efforts to raise money for treatment.

Addendums attached to this electronic file are the Monument’s Condition and the Narrative forms. Only the Monument’s
Condition form is required if you are requesting grant money using form CWM-62 SUVCW Memorial Grant Application
Form and Instructions.

Thank you.

Inspector Identification Date of On-site Survey June 10,2019
Your Name Andrew W Johnson

Address

City State Zip Code
Telephone () E-Mail

Are you a member of the Allied Orders of the G.A.R.? If so, which one?
PCinC - Irish Brigade Camp, Number 4, SUVCW, Fredericksburg, Virginia

Please send this completed form to:
Walt Busch, PDC, Chair

1240 Konert Valley Dr.
Fenton, MO 63026

Thank you for your help, and attention to detail.

SoNs oF UNION VETERANS OF THE GIvIiL WAR — Givi. WAR MEMORIALS GOMMITTEE.

>This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2015 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation
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AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL IN SCOTLAND

By ANDREW W. JOHNSON, ML.ED.

On June 10, 2019, Andrew W. Johnson, Camp
Commander of the Irish Brigade Camp, Number 4.in
Fredericksburg, Virginia, accompanied by his wife Kerry,
and some family friends, placed a wreath and an
American flag at the American Civil War Memorial,
located in the Old Calton Cemetery, in Edinburgh
Scotland.

The American Civil War Memorial, also commonly-
referred to as the “Edinburgh (Lincoln) American Civil
War Memorial,” the “Scottish-American Civil War
Memorial.” sthe “Lincoln Civil War Memorial,” or simply
the “Lincoln Memorial,” has a bronze statue of Abraham
Lincoln standing atop a plinth stone, with a large granite
base.

The Old Calton Cemetery itself is located in a
prominent location, with a commanding view of the
center of old Edinburgh city. The plot of ground upon
which the memorial sits was given by the Lord Provost
and town council of Edinburgh to the American Consul
Wallace Bruce,as a burial place for Scottish soldiers from
the American Civil War of 1861-1865.

On the base of the memorial is the bronze statue of a
freed slave sitting atop two unfurled flags, with his
shackles removed, his one arm outstretched towards
Lincoln thanking him for his freedom, and a book in his
other hand to indicate he is now educated. Directly below
the Lincoln statue are words on the four sides of the
plinth, supporting a central theme of emancipation:
“Union, Education, Suffrage, and Emancipation.”

R fg

He holds in his right hand a copy of the Emancipation Proclamation, with the title just visible to the viewer. The phrase
(noted below) engraved onto the front of the stone base is actually a famous quote from an 1864 letter, written by Abraham
Lincoln to then Governor Michael Hahn of Louisiana, in which he clearly states his wish that extension of the franchise be
made to a portion of the black male population. This phrase carved in stone, rather than one from the war, was chosen to
underscore the “memorial’s celebration of suffrage.”

At 4:00pm on August 21, 1893, the “Edinburgh Lincoln Memorial” was dedicated to Scottish involvement in the
American Civil War of 1861-1865. Reporters provided detail regarding the ceremony, stating:

“Facing the crowd was a Guard of Honor from the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders accompanied by band and piper to
form a military presence some 250 strong. They had marched from Edinburgh Castle, down the Mound and past Waverley
Bridge in a snaking procession visible to a good portion of the city centre. At exactly half past four, the band fell silent and
all waited in hushed anticipation. Just to one side of the platform, hidden beneath both the Stars and Stripes and the Union
Jack, was the reason for all the fuss. A young woman stepped forward, dressed in classical garb to represent the American
spirit Columbia, she pulled on a cord and the flags fell away to reveal a bronze statue of Lincoln atop a granite base. The

crowd erupted in applause.”
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AMERICAN CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL IN SCOTLAND

By Andrew W. Johnson, M.Ed.
Photographs by Andrew and Kerry Johnson

On June 10, 2019, Andrew W. Johnson, Camp Commander of the Irish Brigade Camp,
Number 4.in Fredericksburg, Virginia, accompanied by his wife Kerry, and some family friends,
placed a wreath and an American flag at the American Civil War Memorial, located in the Old
Calton Cemetery, in Edinburgh Scotland.

The American Civil War Memorial, also commonly referred to as the “Edinburgh
(Lincoln) American Civil War Memorial,” the “Scottish-American Civil War Memorial,” sthe
“Lincoln Civil War Memorial,” or simply the “Lincoln Memorial,” has a bronze statue of
Abraham Lincoln standing atop a plinth stone, with a large granite base.

The Old Calton Cemetery itself is located in a prominent location, with a commanding
view of the center of old Edinburgh city.The plot of ground upon which the memorial sits was



given by the Lord Provost and town council of Edinburgh to the American Consul Wallace
Bruce,as a burial place for Scottish soldiers from the American Civil War of 1861-1865.

On the base of the memorial is the bronze statue of a freed slave sitting atop two unfurled
flags, with his shackles removed, his one arm outstretched towards Lincoln thanking him for his
freedom, and a book in his other hand to indicate he is now educated. Directly below the Lincoln
statue are words on the four sides of the plinth, supporting a central theme of emancipation:
“Union, Education, Suffrage, and Emancipation.”

The statue of Lincoln on a war memorial was not typical, in that most war memorials
usually had a statue of a soldier. When this memorial was created it clearly portrayed Abraham
Lincoln as what was described as a “dignified, and properly attired professional.” He is dressed
in what was considered to be “contemporary clothing,” and he is posed in a stance found in most
classical portrayals of politicians; “one leg slightly in front of the other and one arm bent behind
the back, yet a man of action.”

He holds in his right hand a copy of the Emancipation Proclamation, with the title just
visible to the viewer. The phrase (noted below) engraved onto the front of the stone base is
actually a famous quote from an 1864 letter, written by Abraham Lincoln to then Governor
Michael Hahn of Louisiana, in which he clearly states his wish that extension of the franchise be
made to a portion of the black male population. This phrase carved in stone, rather than one from
the war, was chosen to underscore the “memorial’s celebration of suffrage.”

At 4:00pm on August 21, 1893, the “Edinburgh Lincoln Memorial” was dedicated to
Scottish involvement in the American Civil War of 1861-1865. Reports from that day state that a
“large crowd packed the cemetery and the balconies of surrounding buildings to witness the
event ”in spite of the “wet & windy weather,”

Reporters provided further additional detail regarding the ceremony, stating:

“Facing the crowd was a Guard of Honor from the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
accompanied by band and piper to form a military presence some 250 strong. They had marched
from Edinburgh Castle, down the Mound and past Waverley Bridge in a snaking procession
visible to a good portion of the city centre. At exactly half past four, the band fell silent and all
waited in hushed anticipation. Just to one side of the platform, hidden beneath both the Stars and
Stripes and the Union Jack, was the reason for all the fuss. A young woman stepped forward,
dressed in classical garb to represent the American spirit Columbia, she pulled on a cord and
the flags fell away to reveal a bronze statue of Lincoln atop a granite base. The crowd erupted in
applause.”

The question has often been posed: “What was the sixteenth President of the United
States doing in Edinburgh, and how did the statue come to be there, and what did it represent?”
Avrticles have been written examining the story of this monument. Stories abound regarding the
motivations of the people who helped to create and erect it, as a way of*“‘understanding Lincoln’s
legacy on Scottish shores.” It was more than just a show of diplomacy between two countries, it


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Hahn

was heralded as “a gift from America to Scotland can be understood as a symbol of Gilded Age
transatlantic relations.”

A note from the1893 Dedication Day Ceremony eventstates:

“In the latter part of the dedication booklet for the memorial is a short chapter titled,
“The Story of the Monument.”. The narrative opens on a destitute widow, Mrs. McEwan, calling
at the American Consulate offices in the summer of 1890 in the hopes of securing her recently
deceased husband’s army pension. Her husband had served as a sergeant in the Union army
before returning to Scotland to marry and start a family; he later passed away in Edinburgh,
clutching his service weapon. When Mrs. McEwan explained that her husband had been buried
in a common grave and that she had no funds with which to mark the spot, this inspired
Bruce(American Consul Wallace Bruce) to action. In July of 1892, Bruce raised the subject of a
memorial in an informal discussion with his personal friend, Lord Provost Russell and the
following day put his request in writing to the Town Council for a burial plot in Old Calton. With
his ambitions for the project growing, the Consul had the idea to erect a statue and in August, he
traveled to New York to publicly announce his intentions for a sculpture of ‘Lincoln Freeing the
Slaves’ in Edinburgh. Bruce remained in the United States until November, calling on a list of
illustrious names to request donations. A total of fifty men had donated $100, the list a veritable
Who's Who of ‘robber barons’ and the cream of the New York social circle; Cornelius
Vanderbilt, Andrew Carnegie, William Rockefeller, J. Pierpont Morgan and William Waldorf
Astor. The scale and cost of the project, as well as the influential men who supported it,
indicated that the monument was assuming a more important status than merely a marker upon a
grave.”

It has been proclaimed that, “though the memorial is very much a product of its time, it
remains a poignant symbol of Scottish involvement with the Union cause. The story behind its
creation is a moving one, involving the widow of Sergeant-Major McEwan. The details have
been researched by The American Civil War Round Table UK.”

As previously mentioned, the front of the stone base has the following inscription of a
statement in a letter from Abraham Lincoln:

TO PRESERVE
THE JEWEL OF LIBERTY
IN THE FRAMEWORK OF
FREEDOM
ABRAHAM LINCOLN
IN MEMORY OF SCOTTISH-AMERICAN SOLDIERS

The names of the soldiers to whom the memorial is dedicated are engraved one side of
the base, as follows:

Sgt. Major John McEwan, Co. H, 65th Regt Illinois Vol. Infantry;


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Russell_(Scottish_politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornelius_Vanderbilt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornelius_Vanderbilt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornelius_Vanderbilt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Rockefeller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._P._Morgan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Waldorf_Astor,_1st_Viscount_Astor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Waldorf_Astor,_1st_Viscount_Astor

William L Duff, Lt Col., 2nd Illinois Regt of Artillery;

Robert Steedman, Co. E, 5th Regt Maine Infantry Volunteers;
James Wilkie, Co. C, 1st Michigan Cavalry;

Robert Ferguson, Co. F, 57th Regt New York Infantry Volunteers;

Added later, in August 1993:
Alexander Smith, Co. C 66th. Regt New York Volunteer Infantry.

A bit of background on each of the men listed above, reveals the following:

John McEwan returned to Scotland following the war, where his widow received
an army pension from the United States, following his death in Edinburgh in 1863
from the effects of his time in the war. His widow helped spark the idea for a
memorial to the Scottish-American Soldiers.

William Duff returned to Scotland, and upon his death his widow received his
army pension from the United States.

Robert Steedman returned to Scotland, and upon his death his widow received his
army pension from the United States.

James Wilkie returned to Scotland, and upon his death his widow received an
army pension from the United States.

Robert Ferguson returned to Scotland, where upon his death his widow received
and army pension from the United States.

It has been estimated that between 150,000 and 500,000 Scots are thought to have died
during the American Civil War, which lasted from 1861 to 1865.

It is thought that only McEwan and Smith are actually buried at the memorial.

The Old Calton Cemetery (Old Calton Burial Ground) is located at Waterloo Place,
Edinburgh EH8 8BG, UKXR37+HJ Edinburgh, United Kingdom, across the street from the
Apex Waterloo Hotel. For tech-savvy folks, the entrance to the cemetery is at GPS Coordinates:
55.953882, -3.185919 and the American Civil War Memorial is just up the set of stone stairs on
the righthand side, next to the tomb of the famous Scottish philosopher David Hume. It is well
worth a visit, should someone find themselves wandering the streets of old Edinburgh.

Camp Commander Johnson is also a member of the American Legion, and the Royal
British Legion. The wreath placed at the American Civil War Memorial in Edinburgh was
generously provided by the Royal British Legion, and proudly displayed the logo of the Sons of
Union Veterans of the Civil War in its center.
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