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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR

CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM

PLEASE:
1. Type or print, using a ball-point pen, when filling out this form. Legibility is critical.
2. Do not guess at the information. An answer of, "Unknown," is more helpful. Include a
photograph of each viewable side and label it with name & direction of view.

- Thank You.
Type of Memorial
X Monument with Sculpture ____Monument with Cannon
____Monument without Sculpture ____Historical Marker __ Plaque
____Other ( flag pole, G.A.R. buildings, stained glass windows, etc.)
Affiliation
__G.AR. (Post Name & No. ) __ MO.LLUS
__ SUVCW (Camp Name & No. )  (Please describe below)
___WRC (Corps Name & No. )
__ ASUVCW (Aux Name & No. )
___ DUVCW (Tent Name & No. )
__ LGAR (Circle Name & No. )

Other Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Original Dedication Date November 11, 1908 (see attached)  Please consult any/all newspaper archives for a local paper's
article that would have information on the first dedication ceremony and/or other facts on the memorial. Please submit a copy of
your findings with full identification of the paper & date of publication. Thank you.

Location

The Memorial is currently located at:

Street/Road address or site location 1711 National Ave

City/Village NewBem Township County Craven
State North Carolina .

The front of the Memorial faces: _ North __ South X East _ West

Government Body, Agency, or Individual Owner (of private cemetery that Memorial is located in)
Name Veterans Administration

Dept./Div.
Street Address 1711 National Ave City
New Bern State NC Zip Code 28560 Contact Person

Telephone () 2526372912

If the Memorial has been moved, please list former location(s).
NA

>This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2014 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.
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Physical Details

Material of Monument or base under a Sculpture or Cannon =X __Stone ___ Concrete ___ Metal X__ Undetermined If known,
name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.) marble base, bronze statue and plates

Material of the Sculpture = x  Stone _ Concrete _ Metal x __ Undetermined
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.) gray
If the Sculpture is of metal, is it solid cast or "hollow?" bronze, hollow

Material of Plaque or Historical Marker / Tablet = bronze

Material of Cannon = ___ Bronze ___Iron - Consult known Ordnance Listing to confirm
Markings on muzzle =

Markings on Left Trunion Right Trunion

Is inert ammunition a part of the Memorial? If so, describe

Approximate Dimensions (indicate unit of measure) - taken from tallest / widest points
Monument or Base: Height Width Depth or Diameter
Sculpture: Height Width Depth or Diameter

For Memorials with multiple Sculptures, please record this information on a separate sheet of paper
for each statue and attach to this form. Please describe the "pose" of each statue and any
weapons/implements involved (in case your photos become separated from this form). Thank you!

Markings/Inscriptions (on stone-work / metal-work of monument, base, sculpture)
Maker or Fabricator mark / name? If so, give name & location found

The sculptor, Melzar Mossman, from Chicopee, Massachusetts

The "Dedication Text" is formed: __ cut into material x __ raised up from material face

Record the text (indicate any separation if on different sides) Please use additional sheet if necessary.
Front, plaque on pedestal: THE / COMMONWEALTH / OF / MASSACHUSETTS / ERECTS THIS /

MONUMENT IN / GRATEFUL MEMORY / OF HER / SOLDIERS AND SAILORS / WHO DIED IN THE /

DEPARTMENT OF / NORTH CAROLINA / 1861 — 1865.

Side, plaque on pedestal: 2 D MASS. VOL. INFANTRY /3 D MASS. VOL. INFANTRY /5 TH MASS. VOL.

INFANTRY /8 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 17 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY /21 ST MASS. VOL. INFANTRY /

23 D MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 24 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY /25 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY

Side, plaque on pedestal: 27 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 33 D MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 43 D MASS. VOL [MORE SEE ATTACHED]

Environmental Setting

(The general vicinity and immediate locale surrounding a memorial can play a major role in its overall condition.)
Type of Location

X Cemetery ___ Park ____Plaza/Courtyard
____"Town Square" ____ Post Office ____School
____Municipal Building ____ State Capitol Other:

__ Courthouse ___ College Campus

___ Traffic Circle ___ Library

>This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2014 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.
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General Vicinity

____Rural (low population, open land) ____Suburban (residential, near city)
X _Town ____Urban / Metropolitan

Immediate Locale (check as many as may apply)

____Industrial _ Commercial

X Street/Roadside within 20 feet _ Tree Covered (overhanging branches)

____ Protected from the elements (canopy or enclosure, indoors)

____ Protected from the public (fence or other barrier)

Any other significant environmental factor

Condition Information

Structural Condition (check as many as may apply)

The following section applies to Monuments with Sculpture, and Monuments without Sculpture =

including the base for Monuments with Cannon. Instability in the sculpture and its base can be detected by a
number of factors. Indicators may be obvious or subtle. Visually examine the sculpture and its base.

Sculpture Base

If hollow, is the internal support unstable/exposed?

(Look for signs of exterior rust)
Any evidence of structural instability?

(Look for cracked joints, missing mortar or caulking or plant growth)
Any broken or missing parts?

(Look for elements (i.e., sword, musket, hands, arms, etc. - missing

due to vandalism, fluctuating weather conditions, etc.)
Any cracks, splits, breaks or holes?

(Also look for signs of uneven stress & weakness in the material)

Surface Appearance (check as many as may apply)

Sculpture Base
Black crusting
White crusting
Etched, pitted, or otherwise corroded (on metal)
Metallic staining (run-off from copper, iron, etc.)
Organic growth (moss, algae, lichen or vines)
Chalky or powdery stone
Granular eroding of stone
Spalling of stone (surface splitting off)
Droppings (bird, animal, insect remains)
Other (e.g., spray paint graffiti) - Please describe...

Excellent condition well maintained

Does water collect in recessed areas of the Memorial? Yes X No Unable to tell

>This form may be photocopied.< ©2007-2014 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation.
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Massachusetts Monument, New Bern National Cemetery, North Carolina
in American Civil War Monuments and Memorials

Posted by: showbizkid

N 35°07.406 W 077° 03.206

The sculptor, Melzar Mossman, from Chicopee, Massachusetts, was a member of the 46th
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.

Description

The Massachusetts Monument honors the soldiers from Massachusetts who died near New Bern while
serving the Union Army in the Civil War. An allegorical sculpture, the monument presents the figure of
Peace. Wearing classical dress and a wreath of laurel or olive leaves on her head, the larger than life size
figure holds a shield in her left hand and a writing implement in her right hand as she gazes at the
inscription on the shield. The shield is inscribed to acknowledge the return to peace and unity brought
about by the soldiers' service. The granite pedestal contains an inscribed metal plaque with a dedication
to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and her fallen soldiers.

Dedication Date: November 11, 1908

Inscription

Shield: AFTER LOYAL CONFLICT, UNION AND PEACE

Front, plaque on pedestal: THE / COMMONWEALTH / OF / MASSACHUSETTS / ERECTS THIS /
MONUMENT IN / GRATEFUL MEMORY / OF HER / SOLDIERS AND SAILORS / WHO DIED IN THE /
DEPARTMENT OF / NORTH CAROLINA / 1861 — 1865.

Front, base: MASSACHUSETTS

Side, plaque on pedestal: 2 D MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 3 D MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 5 TH MASS. VOL.
INFANTRY / 8 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 17 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 21 ST MASS. VOL. INFANTRY /
23 D MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 24 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 25 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY

Side, plaque on pedestal: 27 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 33 D MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 43 D MASS. VOL.
INFANTRY / 44 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 45 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 46 TH MASS. VOL. INFANTRY /
51 ST MASS. VOL. INFANTRY / 2 D MASS. VOL. / HEAVY ARTILLERY

Geographic Coordinates



35.123460, -77.053470
Sources:

"[Unveiling of Massachusetts Monument, National Cemetery, New Bern, N.C.]," in Durwood Barbour
Collection of North Carolina Postcards (P077), North Carolina Collection Photographic Archives, The
Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, (accessed May 14, 2013) Link

Gardner, James Brown. 1909. Massachusetts Memorial to Her Soldiers and Sailors Who Died in the
Department of No. Carolina, 1861-1865, (Boston, MA: Gardner & Taplin, 1909), (accessed August 19,
2013)) Link

United States Department of Veterans Affairs. “New Bern National Cemetery,” National Cemetery
Administration, (accessed October 10, 2012) Link

Waymarking.com. "Massachusetts Monument, New Bern National Cemetery, North Carolina," (accessed
August 19, 2013) Link

“Honor Memories of Dead Comrades,” New Bern Weekly Journal (New Bern, NC), November 13, 1908.

“Monument to Massachusetts Volunteers,” New Bern Weekly Journal (New Bern, NC), November 17,
1908.

“The Monument Dedication,” New Bern Weekly Journal (New Bern, NC), November 10, 1908.

Monument Dedication and Unveiling

The unveiling ceremony began at 2:30 p.m. under ideal weather conditions with a crowd of over 2,000
people in the National Cemetery. All businesses in New Bern were closed as the town joined together in
celebrating the memory of the Massachusetts solders. The North Carolina legislature appropriated
$4,000 to ensure the travel expenses of veterans for adequate representation at the unveiling, and
approximately 150 men and several women arrived from Massachusetts. General James Frankell acted
as master of ceremonies, and a benediction was given by Rev. E. H. Hall, former Chaplain of the
Massachusetts 44th. Addresses were made from a stand facing the monument, including the main
addresses given by Judge Albert A. Putnam, Captain of the Second Heavy Artillery. Children sang “The
Blue and the Grey” and “The Star Spangled Banner”.



On November 17, 1909, several days following the unveiling, the New Bern Weekly Journal ran a story of
the event, with the lead: "Handsome Memorial Dedicated Last Wednesday By Surviving Comrades and
Citizens, A Striking And Beautiful Statue of Granite And Bronze."

From UNC.edu "Commemorative Landscapes of North Carolina"



























