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steps to a recruiting office to enroll your name; then consider the
loyalty of the man who will travel more than two hundred miles
across mountains and ravines, taking all sorts of chances, facing every
danger, traveling immense distances, to enroll as a Union soldier. It
meant much to him, and when we gather here rejoicing for the great
State of New York and for other northern or western States, as we
see proper to call them, let us not forget the loyal southern man.

I have been delighted and instructed since we left New York and
I think yesterday’s exhibition of the feeling of the ex-Confederates
should tell to all of us that the war is over and that the sanctity of our
flag is safe ; that its future is secure, and that no hand, whether domestic
or foreign, can ever be successfully raised against it. (Applause.)

STORY OF ONE REGIMENT, THE 85TH NEW YORK

By ComnMissioNEr Burpick

On April 20, 1864, at Plymouth, N. C., after three days of san-
guinary fighting, four hundred sixty-three enlisted men and thirty
officers of the 85th N. Y., with other troops, constituting Wessel’s
brigade, were surrendered to the Confederate forces of General Hoke.
Eleven of the 85th had been killed and forty-three wounded. All the
wounded who could walk were taken with the uninjured to Anderson-
ville, Ga., where the most of the Plymouth garrison arrived on April
30, 1864. A few of the more severely wounded were brought in as
soon as their wounds had healed sufficiently so that they could be
transported.

In the early part of September, after the fall of Atlanta, most of
the living members of the regiment were transferred to Charleston,
S. C., where, with many other prisoners, they were held for a little
over four weeks on the old racing park grounds, when the living were
sent to Florence, S. C., and held in another stockade until General
Sherman had captured Columbia, when those who could walk were

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































