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NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL ASSESSMENT FORM 

PLEASE: 

Type or print, using a ball-point pen, when filling out this form. Legibility is critical. 
• •  Do not guess at the information. An answer of, "Unknown," is more helpful. 

Include a photograph of each viewable side and label it with name & direction of view. 
-Thank You. 

Type of Memorial 
_ Monument with Sculpture 

Monument without Sculpture Historical Marker _Plaque 
Monument with Cannon 

Affiliation 
G.A.R. (Post Name & No. ______________ ___, 

_ W.R.C. (Corps Name & No. 
--------------� 

_SU\/C\//(Camp Name & NO._ 
_DU\/Cy/(Tent Name & NO._ 

Other: 
-- 

O rig in a I Dedication Date _ P l e a s e  consult any/all newspaper archives for a 
local paper's article that would have information on the first dedication ceremony and/or other facts on the memorial. 
Please submit a copy of your findings with full identification of the paper & date of publication. Thank you. 

Location 

The Memorial is currently located at: 
Street/Road address or site location 1801 E St., SE (exact- N 38 deg, 52.94 min, w76deg, 58.74 min) 

(Please describe below) 

M.0.L.L.U.S.  
Other Allied Order 

CityNillage Washington, DC Township _County 

The front of the Memorial faces: X North South East West 

Government Body, Agency, or Individual Owner (of private cemetery that Memorial is located in) . . .  
Name Congressional Cemetery Dept./Div. 
Street Address 1801 E Street, SE 

-- 
City Washington 
Contact Person Patrick Crowley 

­ 

State DC 
--- 

Telephone ( 
Zip Code 20003 

------ 

202 ) 543-0539 

If the Memorial has been moved, please list former location(s) . . .  

Physical Details 
Material of Monument or base under a Sculpture or Cannon = _Stone _ Concrete _Metal _ Undetermined 
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.) granite base, marble monument 

>This form may be photocopied.< 02007 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation. 
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Material of the Sculpture = _ Stone _Concrete Metal 
If known, name specific material (color of granite, marble, etc.) [38le 
If the Sculpture is of metal, is it solid cast or "hollow?" 

I 

I 
I 

Material of Plaque or Historical Marker / Tablet = _ 

Material of Cannon = _Bronze _Iron - Consult known Ordnance Listing to confirm 
Markings on muzzle = 
Markings on Left Trunion Right Trunion _ 
Is inert ammunition a part of the Memorial? If so, describe _ 

Approximate Dimensions (indicate unit of measure) - taken from tallest/ widest points 
Monument or Base: Height -30' Width 6' Depth 6' or Diameter 

Sculpture: Height Width Depth or Diameter 

For Memorials with multiple Sculptures, please record this information on a separate 
sheet of paper for each statue and attach to this form. Please describe. the "pose" of 
each statue and any weapons/implements involved ( in case your photos become 
separated from this form). Thank you ! 

Markings/Inscriptions (on stone-work I metal-work of monument, base, sculpture) 
Maker or Fabricator mark I name? If so, give name & location found _ 
Flannery Bro's, Washington DC 

The "Dedication Text" is formed: _ cut into material _raised up from material face 

Record the text (indicate any separation if on different sides . . .  )  Please use additional sheet if necessary. 
See additional document 

Environmental Setting 

(The general vicinity and immediate locale surrounding a memorial can play a major role in its overall condition.) 

Type of Location 

_ Cemetery 
'Town Square" 

= Municipal Building 
Courthouse 
Traffic Circle 

Park 
Post Office 

_ s t a t e  Cap itol 
College Campus 

Library 

Plaza/Courtyard 
School 

Other: _ 
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General Vicinity 
Rural (low population, open land) 
Town 

Suburban (residential, near city) 
__ Urban / Metropolitan 

Immediate Locale (check as many as may apply) 
Industrial Commercial 

_ Street/Roadside within 20 feet _ Tree Covered (overhanging branches) 
- Protected from the elements (canopy or enclosure, indoors) 

. -  Protected from the public (fence or other barrier) 
Any other significant environmental factor _ 

Condition Information 

Structural Condition (check as many as may apply) 
The following section applies to Monuments with Sculpture, and Monuments without Sculpture - 
including the base for Monuments with Cannon. Instability in the sculpture and its base can be detected 
by a number of factors. Indicators may be obvious or subtle. Visually examine the sculpture and its 
base. 

If hollow, is the internal support unstable/exposed? 
(look for signs of exterior rust) 

Any evidence of structural instability? 
(look for cracked joints, missing mortar or caulking or plant growth) 

Any broken or missing parts? 
(look for elements (i.e., sword, musket, hands, arms, etc. - missing 

due to vandalism, fluctuating weather conditions, etc.) 

Any cracks, splits, breaks or holes? 
(also look for signs of uneven stress & weakness in the material) 

Surface Appearance (check as many as may apply) 

Black crusting 
White crusting 
Etched, pitted, or otherwise corroded (on metal) 
Metallic staining (run-off from copper, iron, etc.) 
Organic growth (moss, algae, lichen or vines) 
Chalky or powdery stone 
Granular eroding of stone 
Spalling of stone (surface splitting off) 
Droppings (bird, animal, insect remains) 
Other (e.g. ,  spray paint graffiti) - Please describe . . .  

Sculpture 

N 

y 

Sculpture 

4 '  

Base 

y 

Base 

Does water collect in recessed areas of the Memorial? Yes No _ Unable to tell 
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Surface Coating 
Does there appear to be a coating? 
If known, identify type of coating. 

Gilded Painted Varnished 
Is the coating in good condition? _ Yes 

Waxed 
No 

Unable to determine 

Unable to determine 
Unable to determine 

Yes _K No 

Basic Surface Condition Assessment (check one) 

• In your opinion, what is the general appearance or condition of the Memorial? 
_X well maintained _ Would benefit from treatment _ In urgent need of treatment _ Unable to determine 

Overall Description 
Briefly describe the Memorial (affiliation / overall condition & any concern not already touched on) 
Stone workers from the VA and NPS just completed an assessment and cleaning of the monument in the past three months 

(as of 12/08). The sculpture on top has lost a hand due to weathering, otherwise the monument is in as good condition as 
could be expected for a marble monument in an urban environment. 

Su lemental Back round Information 
n ac lit ion  to  your o-s ite  survey, any a li t ional information you can provide on the described 

Memorial will be welcomed. Please label each account with its source (author, title, publisher, 
date, pages). Topics include any reference to the points listed on this questionnaire, plus any 
previous conservation treatments - or efforts to raise money for treatment. Thank you. 

Inspector Identification 
Date of On-site Survey December 26, 2008 
Your Name Steve Hammond, PDC, Department of Maryland 

Address 1 7 1 5  Mayfair Place City Co'on 

State MD Zip Code 2111 Telephone  

Please send this completed form to: 

Kevin P. Tucker, PDC, Chair 

Thank you for your help, and attention to detail. 

SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 
National Civil War Memorials Committee 

> This form may be photocopied. < 02007 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, a Corporation. 



December 26, 2008 

Brothers, 
The following is my assessment of the Washington Arsenal Explosion monument, located 

in Congressional Cemetery, Washington, DC. 

Background Information: 
On June 17, 1864, an explosion occurred at the Washington Arsenal, on the grounds of 

what is now Fort McNair in Washington. Twenty-one women, mostly poor and Irish, died in the 
explosion. Three days later, in one of the largest funeral corteges in the city at that time, 
President Lincoln and Secretary of War Stanton led a procession through the city to the cemetery 
where fifteen of the victims (eight unidentified) were laid to rest in a common plot in the 
cemetery. Two other victims were buried in family plots at Congressional and four were buried at 
nearby Mount Olivet Cemetery. 

A year later, the monument was placed above the plot of the victims. (Note: I cannot find 
any record of a ceremony dedicating the monument, although it barely two months following the 
death of President Lincoln.) The monument, with a statue entitled "Grief' atop it, was designed 
and created by Lot Flannery, a renowned sculptor in Washington. Flannery also created the statue 
of Lincoln that now sits in Judiciary Square in Washington. · 

Text on the Monument 

North Face 
Erected by Public Contribution 
by the citizens of 
Washington DC 
June 17,  1865 

' 

East Face 
Ellen Roche 
Julia McEwen 
Bridget Dunn 
W.E. Tippett 

Margaret Horan 
Johanna Connors 
Sarah Harris 
Lizzie Brahler 
Margaret C. Y onson 
Bettie Branagan 
Eliza Lacey 

South Face 
A carving of the Arsenal Building on fire 

Killed 



by an explosion 
At the US Arsenal 
Washington DC 
June 17, 1864 

- at bottom right comer 
Flannery Bro's 
Washington, DC 

(Note: the "E" in Arsenal has obviously been replaced - probably due to a mis-spelling. I have 
attempted for over a year to determine if the records of Flannery Brothers still exist, possibly 
explaining this, but without success.) 

West Face 
Emma Baird 
Kate Breshnahan 
Louisa Lloyd 
Melissa Adams 
Emily Collins 
Rebecca Hull 
Annie S. Bache 
Mary Burroughs 
Sallie McElfresh 
Pinkey Scott 

Note: Rebecca Hull, Bridget Dunn, Margaret Horan and Johanna Connors are buried at Mount 
.I 

Olivet Cemetery. (Note: I have attempted to find their grave sites, but have not been able to.) 
Sallie McElfresh and Anne Bache are buried in unmarked graves in Congressional Cemetery. 

Structure of the Monument 

The bottom tier is a granite base 10" in depth and six feet square (there appear to be at least six 
separate blocks used for the base). The remaining sections are marble and diminish in girth as 
they ascend. The next tier is 27" in height, and then the next is 12" in height. The next tier up is 
five feet in height and bears the inscriptions and carvings, including an elaborate cap stone. This 
supports an approximately 1 O' high section with is hollow (we know this because bees and wasps 
nest inside this section every summer). A small cap on this section supports the four foot high 
statue entitled "Grief'. The statue's body faces south, although the face is turned to the west. Her 
hands are clasped in front of the body, but one of the hands has deteriorated considerably. 

Stone carvers employed by the National Park Service and the Department of Veterans' Affairs 
spent most of 2008 at Congressional Cemetery refurbishing the Cenotaphs - an iconic marker for 
members of Congress who died in office. The last part of the project was a cleaning and 
assessment of the Arsenal Explosion Monument. Moss Rudley, the Exhibit Specialist for the 



NPS who led the project, gave this assessment of the monument and the project: 
"I feel that the condition of the monument would be listed as good or on a scale of 1-5 a 4. We completed our work to the monument and were tasked with addressing any deteriorated conditions. There was and still are structural deficiencies associated with parts of the monument. The entire monument has been repainted to prevent water damage from within. The monument has been cleaned and consolidated to prevent any further deterioration of the marble. The loss of inscription and detail in the carving cannot be redone without effect on the monument itself so stopping any future deterioration has been done. I would recommend placing a bronze or granite plaque at the base (not attached to the monument) with the inscription for anyone to read." 

ith fraternity, charity and loyalty, �:, y submitte 

S� mond,PDC 
52Z-sci 
1 7 1 5  Mayfair Place 

' 
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MENT SENALMO 

TIVE PLANTING 

at 
Congressional Cemetery 

COMMEMO 

Development Plan 

By Nicholas E. Weber 

Introduction: 

On June 17" 1864, twenty two, mostly Irish, immigrant women died while 
working at a munitions arsenal in Washington DC. They were killed in an 
explosion and fire at the arsenal. Their work was in support of the Union 
Forces during the Civil War. Their debt to our nation was demonstrated 
when President Lincoln led a procession from the Capitol to Congressional 
Cemetery to the monument site to be dedicated to them and their sacrifice 
for the Union. The inscription on the monument reads "Erected by Public 
Contributions by the Citizens of Washington DC, June 17, 1865 along with 
the names of the women. 

Proposal: 

To install a living tribute to the women who were victims of the arsenal 
disaster, and one that adds both beauty and respect at the monument site in 
Congressional Cemetery. The queen of flowers, the rose, has been selected 
as the plant to best represent and bear those sentiments. 

This proposal addresses the following aspects for the project. 

I. Dimensions and View- 

According to cemetery records, the monument site is comprised of 10 
normal 3' X 8' burial sites and is officially 15' X 16'. The monument 
is centrally located on the plot and has approximately 3 feet of 



elevation achieved by a gentle slope up to its base. See picture of the 
site in Appendix A. 

2. Site Preparation: 

a The site should be staked according to the site plan (Appendix 
B) and lines showing the bottom border, central path up to the 
monument delineated with construction cord, and rose locations. 

b. Grass should be killed with Round Up (glyphosate - minimal 
recommended concentration should work) by careful application with 
a paint roller on a long extension handle so as to not injure nearby 
plants or grass by drift from a sprayer. This will leave the roots in 
place and help keep the soil from washing. 

c. The Water System should be installed from the nearby water 
source. See Appendix C for water system plan and item 5. below for 
installation instructions. 

d. A trench, 7 inches deep and 6 inches wide, should be dug inside 
and along the construction cord lines and filled with 3 inches (final 
depth) of¾ to l" crushed stone. The stone should be tamped to 
partially compact it. 

e. Granite cobbles (- 4" X 6" X 10") should be mortared together on 
top of the tamped crushed stone on top of a2" bed on mortar with 
mortar coming at least 1 up the side of the cobble to help hold it in 
place. 

f. The enclosed area should be covered with a Jute Mat or other 
appropriate geotextile, and held in place with 6 long sod staples. 

g. Holes should be carefully cut in the geotextile to accommodate the 
rose plants taking note that the mesh should be cut as to come down 
and stabilize the back of the rose hole which will be cut into the slope 
as well as the hole outcrop on the down slope side. The hole 
circumference should be stabilized by the geotextile and fastened by 
staples. 

h. Roses should be installed as outlined in item 4. below. 
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Appendix C 
--------------- 
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SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL FUND REQUEST 
(FORM CWM #62) 

REQUESTOR INFORMATION 
(Please print or type) 

CAMP AND DEPARTMENT NAME: General George G. Meade Camp #5 

ADDRESS: c/o Steve Hammond 

1715  Mayfair Place 

MD 
CITY: 

STATE: 

Crofton 

ZIP CODE. 2 1 1 1 4  
---------------- -------- 

NAME OF CONTACT PERSON: steve Hammond 
---------------------- 

ADDRESS: 1715 Mayfair Place 

Crofton 

MD ZIP CODE: 2 1 1 1 4  
---------------- -------- 

---------------- 

CITY: 

STATE: 

PHONE(S): 

MEMORIAL OR MONUMENT INFORMATION 

NAME OF MEMORIAL: Arsenal Explosion Monument 

LOCATION: (Name and address of cemetery or other location description, such as, corner of 3" and Lincoln Street)_ 

Historic Congressional Cemetery, 1801 E Street, SE, Washington, DC 2003 

WHEN WAS IT BUILT. 1865 
-------------- 

WHO OWNS IT: Historic Congressional Cemetery 

CWM Form 62 - April 2011 Page 2 



WHO IS FINANCIALL y RESPONSIBLE FOR IT: Historic Congressional Cemetery 

ARE MATCHING FUNDS AVAILABLE? see below FROM WHERE: 
--------- 

ARE OTHER SOURCES OF FUNDS AVAILABLE? Yes FROM WHERE: Ancient Order iJ1 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 

AMOUNT BEING REQUESTED- $200 
---------------------- 

WAS A GRANT PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED FOR THIS PROJECT? Yes 
----------- 

DATE RECEIVE6'9'y 2012 AMOUNT (s" 

TOTAL COST OF RESTORATION PROJECT. $2000 
------------------ 

DESCRIBE WORK THE FUNDS ARE NEEDED FOR (Be specific, use continuation sheet, if necessary) 

The monument includes a listing of the names of the 21 victims of the explosion. The names have 

faded considerably. The Ancient Order of Hiberinians have already commissioned a supplemental 

stone to be placed bearing the names of the victims. The AOH and the Ladies of the AOM have each 

provided $900 to the creation of the stone and they have asked the SUVCW to proved $200 toward 

the cost of remembering the victims of this explosion. They have already paid half toward the new 

stone and are asking us the provide the final $200. 

WHO EVALUATED THE NEED FOR THE WORK, AND WHAT ARE THEIR QUALIFICATIONS?_ 

Staff of the cemetery 

WHO WILL DO THE DESCRIBED WORK, AND WHAT ARE THEIR QUALIFICATIONS: 

A stone carver used by the cemetery is creating the stone 

WHO WILL RECEIVE THE FUNDS, IF GRANTED? (if other than requester, provide complete mailing address) _ 

Steve Hammond for the Meade Camp 

FORM PREPARED BY: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: 

SIGNATURE: 

CWM Form 62 - April 2011 

Steve Hammond 

1715 Mayfair Place 

Page 3 



SUVCW MEMORIAL GRANTS REQUEST 
2012 - 2013 

GRANT REQUEST # 2012-2013-1 

Camp/Dept: General George G. Meade Camp #5 

Monument Location: Historic Congressional Cemetery, 1801 E. Street, SE, Washington, 
DC 2003 

Contact Person: Steve Hammond 

Check Payable to: Meade Camp #5, c/o Steve Hammond 
Address: 1715 Mayfair Place, Crofton, MD 21114 

Amount Requested: $200.00 

Amount Approved: 8200.00 

Total cost of project: $2,000.00 

Existing Monument_ New Monument Last Soldier Project_ 

Please initial your vote next to your name, then sign and date below, once completed, 
fax or email to Bob Petrovic, Fax# 636-274-4568, Email; rpetr7776@aol.com, who will 
send it to Richard Orr, National Treasurer for payment. 

Approved Denied Tabled 

Robert M. Petrovic, PDC 0me 

Don Martin, PDC pc. 

Bill Vieira, PDC 

Signature 4.A ..t Date @///±e 
Signature z-«.hf Date 2/ / 1 / 2 0 1 2  

Signature ate 

Comments: 


