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The Council of Administration meeting was opened by Commander-in-Chief Tad D. 
Campbell at 8:01 P.M.  Brother Pierson led the attendees in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, 
followed by Chaplain Kowalski providing the invocation.  CinC Campbell gave general opening 
comments. 

1. The National Secretary called the roll of officers and recorded the following members of the 
Council of Administration: 

Voting Members Present: 
CinC Tad Campbell SVCinC Eugene Mortorff 
JVCinC Donald Martin National Secretary Alan Russ 
National Treasurer Richard Orr National Quartermaster Danny Wheeler 
CofA Member Donald Shaw CofA Member Ed Norris 
CofA Member Walter Busch CofA Member Brian Pierson 
CofA Member PCinC Ken Freshley 
 

Voting Members Absent: 
CofA Member Steve Hammond – Excused by CinC 
 

Non-Voting Members Present: 
PCinC and Banner Editor Stephen Michaels Executive Director David Demmy Sr. 
PCinC Edward J. Kreiser PCinC James B. Pahl 
PCinC Perley E. Mellor 
 

Guests of the Council of Administration Present: 
Robert Petrovic, PDC, Missouri Jerry Kowalski, Illinois 
Kevin L. Martin, Chesapeake Mike Paquette, Chesapeake 
Jim Crane, Ohio 
 
2. Secretary Russ stated that, with regard to communications, he had received a letter, also 
addressed to the CinC, from Department of the Chesapeake, requesting to revoke three charters. 

3. Commander-in-Chief Campbell gave a brief introductory report. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OFFICER REPORTS 

4. Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief  

a. Recommendation, Item 3, page 5 
Alonzo Cushing Recognition – It is recommended the event to be an official National SUVCW event to be 
held at the Cushing Monument at Gettysburg immediately following the parade.   

It was moved by Brother Orr, seconded by Brother Norris, for this to be a National event, and 
for the SVCinC to coordinate with Military Affairs Committee.  Motion passed. 

5. National Secretary 

b. Recommendation 1, page 8 
It is recommended the Sesquicentennial Signature Event Committee be instructed to no longer accept 
applications or submit them to the Council of Administration for approval.  
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Motion made by Brother Orr to accept the recommendation with a caveat to accept 
applications for August 20, 2016, seconded by Brother Norris.  Motion passed. 

c. Recommendation 2, page 8 
It is recommended the Commander-in-Chief direct the C&R Committee to resolve the conflict between 
and within the National Regulations and Job Description to show that the budget is presented for review 
by the National Encampment and subsequently approved by the Council of Administration.   

CinC to send to C&R Committee. 

d. Recommendation 3, page 9 
It is recommended the Commander-in-Chief direct the C&R Committee to add in Chapter III, Article IV, 
Section 3 that the office of Camp-at-Large and Department Organizer is also excluded from appointment 
by the Commander-in-Chief.   

CinC to send to C&R Committee. 

e. Recommendation 4, page 9 
It is recommended the Commander-in-Chief direct the C&R Committee to amend Chapter II, Article VI, 
Section 2 to reflect that the charter fee is to be forfeited “one year from the date of the application.”   

CinC to send to C&R Committee. 

6. National Graves Registration Officer 

a. Recommendation 1, page 23 
Recommendation for a change in the Regulations, Chapter V, Article IV, Badges, Section 2(b) as 
reads "All elected officers of the National Organization, while holding such office, and past elected 
National officers who have served a full term or who have been elected to fill an un-expired term and who 
served until the end of that term, a ribbon, the center a broad stripe of old gold, with a narrow border of 
red, white and blue on each side. All elected Department officers, while holding office or having been 
granted emeritus status by his Department Encampment, a ribbon with a red center, and the red, white 
and blue border on each side." 

Should be changed to read "All elected and appointed officers of the National Organization, while 
holding such office, and past elected National officers who have served a full term or who have been 
elected to fill an un-expired term, or past appointed National officers who have served and completed 
more than five consecutive terms and who served until the end of that term, shall be entitled to wear a 
ribbon, the center a broad stripe of old gold, with a narrow border of red, white and blue on each side. All 
elected Department officers, while holding office or having been granted emeritus status by his 
Department Encampment, a ribbon with a red center, and the red, white and blue border on each side." 

I have underlined the additional terminology within the changed regulation for convince only, the 
underlined portions if approved would be in the regulation without being underlined. I have looked through 
the list of officers contained within this email and all the required officers are included who need to be 
notified of proposed changes in the Regulations of the SUVCW. I request that the Chairmen of the proper 
committees please present these changes to their committees for review and addition to the National 
Encampment Agenda. 

Secretary was directed to advise submitter to submit the recommendation in the proper 
manner, as described in the Regulations of the Order. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN REPORTS 

7. There were no recommendations noted in the Committee Reports. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

8. Department of Colorado & Wyoming 

a. Recommendation 1, page 40 
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Reports & recommendations submitted to the COA should continue to be forwarded to the Departments 
annotated with action taken to facilitate an exchange of information. 

The current plan is to continue to distribution of minutes and reports after they are approved.  
No additional action required. 

b. Recommendation 2, page 40 
A summary of actions approved by the national encampment (in a little more detail than the highlights that 
appear in the Banner) be sent to the Departments.   

No action required. 

OLD BUSINESS 

9. Status of Published Proceedings 

a. Proceedings for 2014 are with Brothers Freshley and Campbell for review. 

b. Proceedings for 2012 and 2013 are in the hands of the respective outgoing and incoming 
Commanders-in-Chief. 

c. Proceedings for 1986, 1990, 1993, and 2002 are not on the National website.  This will be 
looked into. 

10. Status of Banner Editor replacement.  Brother Norris stated Brother Crabtree is the strongest 
candidate for the position.  Further action is pending his acceptance and subject to Council of 
Administration approval. 

11. Pictures for Monument Database, Brother Busch.  See pages 19 and 20 of officer reports.  
The consensus of the Council of Administration is to continue with actions being taken. 

12. Open Items list was reviewed. 

13. Brother Wheeler reminded the council that the Ritual is still out of date and the “pocket” size 
is very difficult to read.  Brother Pierson will review annual proceedings for changes to be made 
to the ritual.  Once the updates have been approved, he will convert it to the smaller size, 
retaining readability.  

NEW BUSINESS 

14. Investment of Additional Funds.  Brother Orr stated the council had previously approved 
investing $400,000 in mutual funds to increase our income.  This has been successful.  Also, the 
last of the certificates of deposits has matured.  Brother Orr moved to invest $100,000 in 
corporate/municipal bonds, with the intention they be held to maturity.  Motion seconded by 
Brother Russ.  Motion passed. 

15. National Website.  Brothers Orr and Wheeler stated there is no index, and it is not user 
friendly.  It was also agreed that it is not easily searchable.  Brother Freshley suggests putting 
together a “punch list” with the expectations for items.  The punch list will be presented to 
webmaster for further action.  Brother Freshley was asked by CinC Campbell to be the point 
person for punch list items. 

16. Pennsylvania Department Order 9, Series 2014-2015.  Brother Orr stated there are problems 
within the Department of Pennsylvania, which may have a significant effect on the department in 
the next six months.  It was reported that eleven of the twenty-six camps want to split the 
department, again. 
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17. Encampment Committee update.  The reservation system for the hotel reservations for the 
National Encampment at Richmond has had problems.  These have been, or are being, addressed.  
Also, someone needs to communicate with the other Allied Orders.  CinC Campbell advised 
Brother Crane to handle this.  Cost of radios for committee communications at encampments will 
be charged to committee expenses. 

18. Brother Orr discussed using a shirt vendor.  Shirts will have to be ordered from the company.  
These will be on the SUVCW Facebook© page.  A date will be set for order cutoffs. 

19. Brother Orr discussed that PCinC Bud Atkinson had found number of old badges in his attic, 
which were boxed up and given to Brother Wheeler.  National Historian Brother Woltz went 
through the badges and reconditioned ribbons which needed it.  These badges will be auctioned, 
and includes some special and rare badges.  The special and rare badges will have starting 
minimum bids on them.  The auction will be restricted to brothers of the Order. 

20. Brother Orr addressed an issue with the Pledge of Allegiance, reminding all that it is “one 
Nation under God”, and not “one Nation, under God.” 

21. Brother Pierson presented to the council some concepts of what the Eagle Scout patch could 
look like.  He will email the pictures to the council members so they can review them in better 
detail.  No further action was taken at this time. 

22. Brother Petrovic discussed problems with Lincoln Tomb Ceremony.  There are problems 
getting enough people to come to the luncheon.  He inquired as to should we consider doing 
away with luncheon.  No action taken at this time. 

23. Brother Russ moved to not tie the Spring Council of Administration meeting to Springfield.  
CinC Campbell moved the motion out of order.  The issue will be addressed by the incoming 
CinC. 

24. Memorial University.  Brother Michaels stated that additional new module for new members 
are being developed.  The Power Point and script are there in draft form. 

25. Brother Wheeler inquired as to if an annual report can be emailed.  No decision was made. 

26. Scholarships.  Brother Orr stated that, according to the Scholarship committee report, the 
committee stopped taking applications on March 31.  These nominations need to go to CinC 
Campbell before June 30, and the committee also needs send them to Brother Orr so he has the 
needed information for later issuing the checks. 

27. Brother Norris inquired of Brother Orr concerning the issue where camps did not submit their 
bylaws on time.  Brother Orr advised that we are awaiting the IRS on this. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
28. Chief of Staff Kevin Martin had a flyer for a Department of New York event on May 29, 
2015, in the event anyone was able to attend 

29. Brother Martin advised that two department encampments, Vermont and Maine, did not 
currently have National representation.  Chaplain Kowalski volunteered to attend the Maine 
encampment. 

CONCLUSION: 
30. CinC Campbell provided closing comments, followed by Chaplain Kowalski giving the 
Benediction. 
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31. Meeting was officially adjourned at 10:22 PM. 

Submitted in Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty: 
 
 
 
 Alan L. Russ, PDC 
 National Secretary 
 
Attachment: 
Officer, Committee, and Department Reports 
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1.0 Preface 
 
This is a compilation of National Elected Officers, National Appointed Officers, National Standing 
Committees, National Special Committees, and Department reports to the Council of Administration for 
their April 11, 2015 meeting in Springfield, Illinois. This document contains the bodies of the submitted 
reports; the headings, salutations, valedictions, and signatures have been removed. 

2.0 National Elected Officers 

2.1 Commander-in-Chief; Tad D. Campbell, CinC  
 

Report to be delivered verbally at the meeting. 

2.2 Senior Vice Commander-in Chief; Eugene G. Mortorff, PDC 
 

1.  Job Descriptions – The following Job Descriptions proposed by Brother Robert Wolz were 
reviewed by the Programs and Policy Committee.  I sent copies to the CofA for comment and the 
Descriptions (with minor revisions) will be sent to the 2015 National Encampment as prescribed 
by our Constitution and Regulations with a recommendation for approval. 

 - GAR Records Officer  - Historian (Camp and Department) 

 - National Historian  - National Committee on History 

2.  Form 30:  A new Form 30 was approved and is on the website for use.  Muchos Gracias to 
both Executive Director Demmy and National Secretary Alan Russ for their help on getting this 
finished. 

3.  National CofA member Steve Hammond and I have done preliminary work for a short (20-30 
minutes) Alonzo Cushing Medal of Honor which I will present to the CofA at the meeting.  We 
have already arranged with Ms. Grace Reese at the National Park Service for a permit (No Cost) 
and have contacted a Congressman for a speaker.   If approved by the CofA, this one-time 
ceremony will be held at the Cushing Monument immediately after the completion of the Parade 
similar to the “Hands Across the Wall” ceremony held in past years.  It will be a short ceremony 
involving only two speakers, Honor Guard (We recommend the Gettysburg Blues) and Bugler.    

2.3 Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief; Donald L. Martin, PDC 
 

I participated in the Remembrance Day Parade and attended the CofA meeting in Gettysburg, PA.  
Also attended the Lincoln Day Dinner held by Enderlin Camp #73 on 7 Feb 2015.  The following new 
member applications have been processed:   



 TOTAL:   133 Members, 2 Associates, 1 Junior, 1 Jr. Associate 
 Online Memberships:  By Department 

  
 CA   9  
 CH 17  
 CO   4  
 CT   4  
 FL   6  
 GA/SC   2  
 IA   3  
 IL   8  
 IN   8 
 KS   1  
 KY   2  
 MA   2  
 MI   2 
 MO   2 

 NC   7 
 NE   1 
 NH   1 
 NJ   1       
 NM   2  
 NY   5 + 1 Junior  
 OH   7   
 PA 16  
 TN   6 + 1 Assoc.  
 TX 11 + 1 Jr. Assoc. 
 VT   3  
 WI   3 + 1 Assoc. 
 WA   2 Camp #1

2.4 National Secretary; Alan L Russ, PDC  
 

ACTIVITIES.  I participated in the following activities. 
August 14-17, 2014 – 133

rd
 National Encampment, Marietta, Georgia 

August 17, 2014 – Council of Administration meeting, Marietta, Georgia 
October 18, 2014 – Mine Creek Battlefield Sesquicentennial Signature Event, Pleasanton, 

Kansas 
October 18, 2014 – Department of Kansas Fall Council meeting, Pleasanton, Kansas 
January 10, 2015 – Department of Kansas Annual Encampment, Emporia, Kansas 
 

MINUTES.  I recorded and submitted minutes for the following Council of Administration meetings: 

 Pre-National Encampment Council of Administration meeting, Marietta, Georgia, Thursday, 
August 14, 2014. 

 Post-National Encampment Council of Administration meeting, Marietta, Georgia, Sunday, 
August 17, 2014. 

 Council of Administration meeting, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, Sunday, November 16, 2014. 
 

MOTIONS VIA ELECTRONIC BOARDROOM.  The following Council of Administration motions were 
presented and processed through the Electronic Boardroom since the 2014 National Encampment.  
These motions, with the resulting action, are summarized, below.  The results are also posted on the 
National website within a week of the conclusion of voting on the motion. 

Motion 01 Motion Passed September 2, 2014 
A motion by Brother Russ, seconded by Brother Shaw, to approve the minutes of the Council 
of Administration Meeting held on 14 August 2014 at Marietta, Georgia. 

Motion 02 Motion Passed September 6, 2014 
A motion by Brother Russ, seconded by Brother Norris, to approve the minutes of the Council 
of Administration Meeting held on 17 August 2014 at Marietta, Georgia. 

Motion 03 Motion Passed November 2, 2014 
A motion by Brother Freshley, seconded by Brother Norris, that, for this year only, the current 
Commander-in-Chief be allowed to issue four (4) scholarships, specifically, the two (2) 
recipients recommended by the National Committee on Scholarships during the previous 
term (Musser and Zeien), which were intended to be awarded, but were not due to 
administrative oversight, and the two (2) recipients that will be recommended by the same 
committee during the current term. 

Motion 04 Motion Passed December 11, 2014 
A motion by Brother Russ, seconded by Brother Orr, to approve the minutes of the Council of 
Administration Meeting held on 16 November 2014 at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
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Motion 05 Motion Passed February 15, 2015 
A motion by Brother Mortorff, seconded by Brother Russ, that the updated Form 30 be 
approved for use. 

Motion 06 Motion Passed February 23, 2015 
A motion by Brother Orr, seconded by Brother Norris to purchase two five-drawer lateral filing 
cabinets for National Headquarters as a capital expense. 

 
SSE EVENT SETS. The following SSE sets were received from the SSE sub-committee of the 
Council of Administration for approval/disapproval by the Council of Administration.  The sets were 
presented and processed through the Electronic Boardroom since the 2014 National Encampment.  
The resulting action, are summarized, below. 

 CofA 

 Subcommittee CofA 

 Action Action EVENT 

 None 

 
CAMP/DEPARTMENT CHARTERS. 

1. APPLICATIONS RECEIVED:  Seven new applications for permission to form a new camp 
were received since the National Encampment: 

Ensign John Davis Camp 10, Department of Tennessee – Disapproved (see below). 
Col. Hans C. Heg Camp 15, Department of Wisconsin – Formed. 
Sergeant Judson Hicks Camp 111, Department of New York – Formed. 
Army of the Tennessee Camp 64, Department of Tennessee – Expires October 23, 2015. 
Lt. Henry Spencer Swift Camp 137, Department of Wisconsin – Expires November 5, 

2015. 
Fort Walla Walla Camp 3, Camp-at-Large (WA) – Formed. 
General R.H.G. Minty Camp 2, Camp-at-Large (AZ) – Expires December 8, 2015. 
General U.S. Grant Camp 3, Camp-at-Large (AZ) – Expires December 8, 2015. 
Private Veatch Camp 30, Department of California & Pacific – Expires January 6, 2016. 
Humboldt Camp 9, Department of Kansas – Formed 
Edward Wallace Camp 21, Department of Georgia & South Carolina – Expires March 15, 

2016. 
2. APPLICATIONS DISAPPROVED:  The following application for permission to form a new 

camp was disapproved by Commander-in-Chief Campbell: 
Ensign John Davis Camp 10, Department of Tennessee. 

3. APPLICATIONS EXPIRED:  The following applications for permission to form a new camp 
have expired since the National Encampment, by reason of camp not being formed: 

Sergeant George Marion Taylor Camp 28, Department of Tennessee – Expired February 
19, 2015 

Lt. Col. Milton L. Phillips Camp 27, Department of Tennessee – Expired February 22, 
2015. 

4. CHARTERS ISSUED:  The following charters have been issued since the National 
Encampment: 

(2014-04) Gov. Isaac Stevens Camp 1, Camp-at-Large, Washington.  Date of ranking:  
June 10, 1995.  (Replacement Charter per GO 3) 

(2014-05) Old Glory Camp 7, Department of Kansas.  Date of ranking:  October 9, 2014. 
(2015-01) Col. Hans C. Heg Camp 15, Department of Wisconsin.  Date of ranking:  

January 21, 2015. 
(2015-02) Sedgwick Camp 4, Department of Connecticut.  Date of ranking:  January 27, 

2015. 
(2015-03) Abraham Lincoln Camp 2, Department of Missouri.  Date of ranking:  March 8, 

2015. 
(2015-04) Sergeant Judson Hicks No. 111, Department of New York.  Date of ranking 

pending. 
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(2015-05) Fort Walla Walla Camp 3, Camp-at-Large (WA).  Date of ranking pending. 
(2015-06) Humboldt Camp No. 9, Department of Kansas.  Date of ranking pending. 
(2015-07) Department of New Hampshire.  Date of ranking:  1883.  (Replacement charter 

pending issue of general order) 

 
MERCHANDISE LICENSE APPLICATIONS/RENEWALS. 
Merchandise licenses applications were approved by the Council of Administration on August 17, 
2014.  No applications have been received since that date.  A listing of approved merchandise for 
sale by camps and departments has been posted on the National website and furnished to the 
departments.  License documents were furnished to the approved license holders. 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENTS. 
The Conflict of Interest Policy and statements were furnished to all appointed officers, as required by 
the policy with instructions for them to read the policy and complete and sign the accompanying 
statement. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Item 1.  Sesquicentennial Signature Events:  Because of the six-month submission requirement 
established by the National Encampment, we have effectively reached the end of the SSE program. 

Recommendation 1: It is recommended the Sesquicentennial Signature Event Committee be 
instructed to no longer accept applications or submit them to the Council of 
Administration for approval. 

 
Item 2.  Address Conflict Pertaining to Approval of Budget, as Exists Between National Regulations 
and Job Descriptions – Council of Administration: 

a. The job description states, “(2)  Present annually to the National Encampment for 
approval a proposed budget to operate the National Organization for the ensuing year.” 

b. Chapter V, Article V, Section 5 (Duties of CofA) states, “(b)  Present to each annual 
Encampment of the National Organization a budget of the estimated receipts of the 
amounts necessary to conduct the affairs of the National Organization for the ensuing year, 
and shall recommend the amount to be appropriated for each of the activities of the National 
Organization and the amount necessary to be raised by per capita dues to meet the same; 
and no officer or Committee shall spend any amount or incur any indebtedness beyond the 
sums so appropriated, except by a vote of nine (9) members of the Council of 
Administration.” 

c. Chapter V, Article VI, Section 2 states, “(b)  The National Treasurer is authorized to pay the 
routine expenses of the Order from the close of the fiscal year until the approval of the 
budget by the Council of Administration each year. 

Recommendation 2:  It is recommended the Commander-in-Chief direct the C&R Committee 
to resolve the conflict between and within the National Regulations and Job Description to 
show that the budget is presented for review by the National Encampment and 
subsequently approved by the Council of Administration. 

 
Item 3.  Address Conflict Pertaining to Appointment of Camp-at-Large and Department Organizer as 
Exists Between National Regulations and the Job Descriptions – Council of Administration. 

a. Chapter III, Article IV, Section 3, states, “On assuming office, the Commander-in-Chief shall 
appoint all other officers and national committees, and may appoint one or more 
Assistant National Secretaries and one or more Assistant National Treasurers and may 
appoint such aides as he may deem necessary, for such services as he may designate, 
except that he shall not appoint the Editor of the Banner, or the Membership-at-Large 
Coordinator.”  [NOTE:  The National Camp-at-Large & Department Organizer are not 
excluded in this section from appointment by the CinC.] 

b. Chapter V, Article V, Section 5 (Duties of CofA), states, “(d)  Elect the Editor of the Banner for 
a term of three years, subject to removal from office at any time by a majority vote of the 
Council; and elect the Camp-at-Large and Department Organizer for a term of one year.” 
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c. The Job Description for the Council of Administration states, “Appoint the National 
Membership-at-Large Coordinator and the National Camp-at-Large & Department 
Organizer to serve at the pleasure of the majority of the Council of Administration.” 

Recommendation 3:  It is recommended the Commander-in-Chief direct the C&R Committee 
to add in Chapter III, Article IV, Section 3 that the office of Camp-at-Large and Department 
Organizer is also excluded from appointment by the Commander-in-Chief. 

 
Item 4.  Resolve Problem Between Current Practice and National Regulations with Regard to Time 
Limit for Forming a New Camp. 

a. Chapter II, Article VI, Section 2, states, “Section 2. Departments shall pay to the National 
Organization: Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the Department Charter; Twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) for each new Camp Charter, which amount shall accompany the application and 
shall be forfeited if the Camp is not instituted within six months from the date of 
application; and Ten ($10.00) for the reinstatement of Camps which have been suspended. 
Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the reinstatement of Camps which voluntarily surrendered 
their Charter or which had their Charter revoked provided that this fee shall be waived if a 
Charter exists.” 

b. SUVCW Form 50 (Rev. 5/2014) states on page 1, paragraph 2, “When the Department 
Secretary receives the Form 51, and if all is found to be in order, the two copies are then 
forwarded to the Department Commander for his approval. When the Department 
Commander approves, he signs both copies of the Form 51 and returns them to the 
Department Secretary, along with a Camp Organization Authorization (Form 52). This form 
gives the Camp Organizer permission to take the steps necessary to form the new Camp for 
a period of one year: hold organizational meetings, elect and appoint temporary Camp 
officers, recruit new Members, etc.  At the end of that year, if the new Camp has not yet 
completed the Charter application process, their authorization expires and they need 
to begin the process again with a new Form 51 submitted to the Department 
Commander…” 

c. It has been in practice for a number of years that camps have one year to for, rather than the 
six months still shown in the regulations.  I checked the April 2010 edition of the Form 50, 
which also show the one year period. 

Recommendation 4:  It is recommended the Commander-in-Chief direct the C&R Committee 
to amend Chapter II, Article VI, Section 2 to reflect that the charter fee is to be forfeited 
“one year from the date of the application.” 

2.5 National Treasurer; Richard D. Orr, PCinC  
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2.6 National Quartermaster; Danny L. Wheeler, PCinC  
 

The Quartermaster store is doing as well as it can.  Sales at this time are a little better than last year.  
We will be having a sale on 150

th
 anniversary items in the next Banner. 
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We have sold around four cases of Brother Wolz’s new book which he gave us at a good price.  The 
GAR grave markers are selling well.  I trust we should go over $50,000.00 again this year. 

As far as the ROTC program, it is doing real well.  We have sold over 500 so far and should be 
around 1,000 by May.  This program is very time consuming with the e-mails and phone calls. 

One problem that the Quartermaster store has can’t get changes in a timely manner; I get orders for 
things that we no longer carry or changes on orders of items, etc.  I would like to see Brother Orr and 
myself take over the Quartermaster store so we can change prices and items as needed. 

Again, I would welcome any ideas on new products as this helps to keep sales up in the years to 
come. 

2.7 Council of Administration – 2016; Brian C. Pierson, PDC  
 

I have made a suggestion for the Eagle Scout patch and have forwarded it to the National Eagle 
Scout Coordinator for action. 

2.8 Council of Administration – 2016; Edward J. Norris, PDC  
 

I attended the Gettysburg meeting and voted on all electronic board room votes since that time. I 
performed all committee work assigned. I'm scheduled to install the officers of the Department of 
Rhode Island and Department of New York. 

2.9 Council of Administration – 2016; Walter E. Busch, PDC 
 

Other than voting on necessary agenda items, I have nothing to report.  I will be at Springfield. 

2.10 Council of Administration – 2015; Donald W. Shaw, PDC 
 

While keeping busy with the work of the Order at the Camp and Department levels, I have also been 
busy with duties in connection with the post of Member of the National Council of Administration. I 
have monitored and participated in all discussions regarding questions coming before the Council. I 
have cast votes all on issues put to the Council for discussion and decision. 

I am slated to represent the C in C at the Nebraska Department Encampment later in April and have 
been making the arrangements to conduct that visit 

I continue to serve as a member of the committee searching for a replacement for the Banner Editor. 

I continue to serve as a member of the National Civil War Memorial Grant Fund Committee. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

I have no recommendations to put before the Council at this time. 

2.11 Council of Administration – 2015; Steve S. Hammond, PDC  
 

My activities over the months since the Council of Administration have been mostly administrative. I 
worked with the Maryland Historic Trust to place a roadside historic marker, noting the role of the 
Annapolis and Elk Ridge Railroad. This railroad allowed in the spring of 1861 to avoid moving troops 
through Baltimore, due to Southern sympathies. The marker was placed at the railroad’s western 
terminus in Annapolis Junction. MD. I also worked with brothers to plan the 150th commemoration 
ceremony of the death of Abraham Lincoln and the following events at the Samuel Mudd Farm in 
Waldorf, MD. Further activities include: 
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November 22 Attend Council of Administration meeting in Gettysburg, PA 

December 6 Attend Victorian Christmas Party at the Samuel Mudd House in Waldorf, MD 

January 17 Attend the annual meeting/ installation of officers of the General George G. 
Meade Camp, Department of the Chesapeake; announced placement of the 
historic wayside marker, sponsored by the camp in Annapolis Junction, MD 

January 25 Attend planning meeting for the 150
th
 anniversary of the assassination of 

President Lincoln at the Samuel Mudd House 

March 28 Attend the Medal of Honor ceremony held by Antietam Camp #3 at the Dunker 
Church, Sharpsburg, MD 

2.12 Council of Administration – 2014; Ken L. Freshley, PCinC 

 
National CofA duties – Completed my duties as a National Council of Administration member, by voting 

on items presented to the CofA. I also attended CofA meetings. 

Other Events – Attended multiple Civil War living history events and involved in planning of 
Sesquicentennial Events in our area. 
 
Recommendations – None. 

2.13 Banner Editor; Stephen A. Michaels, PCinC 
 

At the time of this report, the Spring 2015 Banner’s layout is being finalized for printing and mailing to our 
membership.  Included are stories about the GAR Sesquicentennial, Union Defender’s Day, Our New Camps, 
Sites to see at the Richmond National Encampment and Planting the Acorn; How Some Allied Orders 
Families Have Grown.  
 
The expanded 28-page Winter 2015 Banner, commemorating the Civil War’s Sesquicentennial, was well 
received both by both readers and advertisers.  It included a color spread on Remembrance Day, stories 
about Springfield, Ill., commemorations, a Prized Possession, and the Lincoln Memorial. 
 
Collecting material for the Summer 2015 issue of the Banner will begin shortly.  Due date for submissions is 
May 31

st
.  Dependent on the progress on preparing my replacement, my goal is to have this issue in the mail 

by early July. 
  
Additionally, I serve as the Chair for the Memorial University Redesign Committee (see separate report). 
 
I coordinated the Commander-in-Chief’s visit to the Wis. Dept. Mid-Winter Meeting on February 7th 
and remain ready to coordinate the SVCinC’s visit to the Wis. Department Encampment on June 7

th
 

2.14 Executive Director; David W. Demmy, Sr., PCC 
 

Life Member applications processed during 2014 totaled 17, 7 less than 2014.    

To date for 2015, 3 brothers have applied for Life Membership. 

One additional application is pending full remittance. 

The following statistics are offered as of this date on the membership of our grand Allied Order: 
 Associate 554 
 Junior 73 
 Life Member 377 
 Member 5,409 
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 Real Son 7 
  Total: 6,420 
 
 Dual Associate 11 
 Dual Life Member 54 
 Dual Member 122 
 Honorary 4 
 War Zone Service 5 
  Total: 196 
A total 93 deaths were reported for 2014. Our grand organization has experienced 14, deaths so far 
this year 2015, including 3 real sons!   We have lost 9 real sons since 2009; we have, 6 known real 
sons remaining on our rolls!    

Requests for our ROTC and Eagle Scout awards continue to pour in via e-mail, telephone queries 
and snail mail too.  E-mail and telephone requests are answered with form letter reply directing the 
writer to our website and to complete the required application.  Other requests are shipped to the 
department where the writer is located, for action. 

As Form 49s arrive at HQ, they are scanned.  Copies of are shared with national officers and 
appropriate committee personnel that may need the data to carry out their duties. 

Remittances received are copied and shipped off to National treasurer for his further action.  

It is a humble opportunity to serve the Brothers of our grand organization. 

If you or your subordinate officers need a report or other data, please ask and I’ll attempt to provide 
the data if it is readily available!  Headquarters welcomes visitors and members of the allied orders 
thru-out the year. 

3.0 National Appointed Officers 

3.1 National Aide-de-Camp, Frank C. Avila, PCC 

 
No report given. 

3.2 National Camp-at-Large & Dept. Organizer, Loran T. Bures, PCC 

 
Visit to Col. Edward D. Baker Camp No. 6: 
I was able to join the Commander-in-Chief on 6 Dec 2014 for the Baker Camp’s Annual Banquet and 
Officer Installation in Dallas, Oregon.  Prior to the Banquet, Brother Campbell and I met with the 
Camp officers to discuss the formation of the proposed Department of the Columbia.  During the 
business portion of the Banquet, the Camp Brothers endorsed the formation of the Department of the 
Columbia to include the States of Alaska, Oregon, Washington, and possibly Idaho. 

Fort Walla Walla Camp No. 3: 
Their Form 51 was filed on 18 Nov 2014, and Form 52 was issued on 6 Dec 2014.  The formal 
organizational meeting was held on 14 Feb 2015 in Ritzville, Washington where they approved their 
Camp Bylaws and elected their Camp officers.  At the request of the Commander-in-Chief, I served 
as the installing officer.  On 21 Mar 2015 they filed their Forms 54 and 55 with 41 Charter members 
(38 Members/Life Members plus 3 Junior Members).  Brother Campbell has assigned 30 Mar 2015 as 
their Date of Rank. 
 
Department of the Columbia: 
On 31 Mar 2015 the three Camps-at-Large in the Pacific Northwest (Gov. Isaac Stevens Camp No. 1 
of Olympia, WA, Fort Walla Walla Camp No. 3 of Kennewick, WA, and Col. Edward D, Baker Camp 
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No. 6 of Springfield, OR) petitioned the Commander-in-Chief for the formation of the Department of 
the Columbia to consist of the States of Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. 
 
Department of Arizona: 

 On 8 Nov 2014 Brother John Conrad, PCC filed Form 51 to form the General R. H. G. Minty 
Camp No. 2 of Tucson, AZ.  Their Form 52 was issued on 8 Dec 2014. 

 On 15 Nov 2015 Brother David Swanson, PCC filed Form 51 to form the General U.S. Grant 
Camp No. 3 of Flagstaff, AZ.  Their Form 52 was issued on 8 Dec 2014. 

 
Repurpose the Office of National Camp-at-Large and Department Organizer: 
It is possible that by the end of the current administration, but more likely early in the next 
administration, the office of National Camp-at-Large and Department Organizer, in its present form, 
will have nothing left to do.  The purposed amendments to the National Regulations would repurpose 
the office by expanding the duties of the office and renaming the office to better reflect its expanded 
responsibilities.  The proposed amendments were submitted on 10 Mar 2015 for consideration by the 
National Encampment in August. 

Camps-at-Large Page on National Website: 
With the assistance of Brother Joshua Claybourn, the information provided on the Camps-at-Large 
page has been kept up to date. 

3.3 National Chaplin, Daniel M. Bunnell, PDC 

 
No report given. 

3.4 National Chief of Staff, Kevin L. Martin, PCC 

 
I coordinated and completed the second of the Tri-Year Council of Administration Reports for the 
Springfield meeting.  The chart below summarizes the final report response status. 

 

 

 

 

Report Type Number of Officers Reports Received 
Percent 

Complete 
Diff over 

last period 

National Elected Officers 14 14 100% +21% 

National Appointed Officers 29 15 52% +7% 

National Standing Committees 19 10 53% 0% 

National Special Committees 13 6 46% -8% 

Department Reports 28 28 100% +25% 

Total 103 73 71% +11% 

 

Overall, there was a total increase of 11% participation compared to the last reporting period.  It was 

an outstanding effort by the National Elected Officers and the Department Reports. 

3.5 National Civil War Memorials Officer, Walter E. Busch, PDC 
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For the sake of brevity, I will not provide an updated list of each department’s monuments as little has 
changed.  There are a few more from Missouri, and I’ve updated the Arkansas spreadsheet, but have 
received only one or two others from departments.  The listing will be provided at the national 
encampment. 

Tom Gaard, member of the national committee on Civil War memorials reported that the link to the 
Iowa website was missing from the national monuments page, although it was there at one time.  
Apparently it got lost in transition, but that has now been corrected.   I have also been in contact with 
a member from Nebraska who advises they have a lot of monuments listed and he will start 
forwarding them to me. 

I have begun work on a database and would like a minute for the council to review it.  This may end 
up being too big for one database, as the file also holds copies of PDFs.  For that reason, if this 
database is used, it might need to be separated by department.  I have entered 19 along with 210 
partial information I had on the Arkansas monuments to see how well cut and paste into the table 
would work. 

The input page looks like: 

 

Besides tables for state, department, and the main monument information, the database has the 
following tables associated with it: 
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I have sent this to the committee for review and the only comments received were from Bruce 
Butgereit advising that Michigan has their own database; however, the file would never attach to the 
e-mail properly. 

I have not successfully created a query page for people to use on the web.  If this is approved, that 
would probably be the last thing I work on prior to it going on line. 

If the council agrees that this database is acceptable (or acceptable with minor adjustments), I will 
continue data entry.  If not acceptable, then I would recommend that the council use the basic 
formatting developed here for a database which also will bring up the appropriate PDF file and have 
the webmaster develop a bid package for a vendor to produce a database for us. 
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3.6 National Color Bearer, Justin M. Dorsey, PCC 

 
No report given. 

3.7 National Counselor, James B. Pahl, PCinC 
 

I have advised several brothers on the fine points of our National Regulations.  No formal opinions 
since the last CofA meeting.  May I remind the CofA that federal law requires the Order to have 
published the proceedings of the 2014 National Encampment by March 1, 2015. 

3.8 Assistant National Counselor, Joshua A. Claybourn 

 
No report given. 

3.9 Assistant National Counselor (Blue Book), James B. Pahl, PCinC 
 

The National Regulations have been updated through the 2014 National Encampment and posted to 
the Order's web site.  However, due to some past Proceedings not yet published, the annotations are 
only current as of the 130th National Encampment in Reston, VA. 

3.10 National Eagle Scout Certificate Coordinator, Robert M. Petrovic, PDC 

 
The Department Eagle Scout coordinators list has been updated and put on the web site.  The new 
information only has the members name and email address.  This is so we can process requests 
faster.  We are only accepting email requests for certificates and this seems to be working very well. 
The Executive Director still receives some requests which he forwards to the correct Department 
coordinator. 

3.11 Aide to National Eagle Scout Certificate Coordinator, Loran T. Bures, PCC` 

 
No report given. 

3.12 National GAR Highway Officer, Peter J. Hritsko, Jr. 

 
No report given. 

3.13 National GAR Records Officer, Dean A. Enderlin, PCC 
 

See Section 4.11 for report. 

3.14 National Graves Registration Officer, Bruce D. Frail, PDC 
 

I have the honor to report the following to the Council of Administration and the Commander-in-Chief. 
This report is a reissue of an update sent Brother Eugene Mortorff at his request on the 25

th
 of March 

2015. We are still watching three areas that had been hacked. I am not sure if you are up to date on 
the hacking so I will go into some detail for you. The database was attacked by a set of bots 
(programs designed to gather information) we believe one of them was controlled by Ancestry.com as 
we were able to locate its source in the United Kingdom to some IP's that they were using, this was 
brought to our attention via a database alert system that was designed into the new database format 
which switched over to a secondary database backup system (the 24 hour back up located in Hong 
Kong), we had been operating on the main database located in the US, this change happened as 
soon as the bot was recognized and we were able to stop its full action within a day and a half or so, 
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there was no data loss as the bot wasn't designed to copy the code of our database, just steal/copy 
the data within it.  Our IT man who has been working on the new database design designed a set of 
code that will watch for any more attempts from bots of that nature. 
 
One of the other bots was located as coming from the Ukraine and was also stopped as above, the 
last bot/hacker was a local computer operator in the USA that was stealing/copying information from 
all the counties in Ohio, one at a time. This hacker used updated code added to our current code that 
changed the number of results that they could download at any one time. This was brought to our 
attention thru the database alert system because of a line of code that we had placed into the 
database which only allows for the downloading of 500 records by any one IP address in a 48 hour 
time frame unless that request comes from a root level administration account of which there are only 
three of those accounts. One is mine, one is Ken (our IT man) and one is a safety back door system. 
It is almost impossible to keep this type of attack from happening again, we can and have added code 
that will slow down the process for the attacker and once known to us we can block any use from that 
IP address. 
 
These attacks were allowed to happen because of the reintroduction of search fields that had been 
removed from the database prior to 2009, it was these search fields that had forced the shutdown of 
the database for several months in early 2009 while Brother Jim Davenport was the NGRO. There 
was the desire of the C of A and people who use the database that these search fields be 
reintroduced and that was the basis for the database design in the first place. Brother Jim Davenport 
resigned from the office of NGRO not long after the system was back on line and I was appointed by 
Brother Kennedy in August of 2009, Brother Jim Davenport is still a very valued and trusted member 
of the National Committee on Graves Registration. 
 
The above attacks were prevented by the new database design which consists of four (4) databases 
that are running at the same time in two separate locations as follows, the main database is our 
actual time database and is run at a location in Massachusetts, USA, the second & third databases 
are run at a 24 hour delay with the second being in Hong Kong and the third being in Massachusetts, 
the fourth database is run at a 168 hour delay (1 week) and is located in Hong Kong. These 
databases use the .org and .com extensions and can be switched manually or automatically as 
needed to protect the system and to keep our presence with an active database on the internet. The 
first year and a half of the database design was putting these protections into place. 
 
This was the first major test of the new system and it came through with flying colors, no down time, 
no lost data, no one in the public knew anything of what was going on but for a little over three days 
our main database was down, this what the new database system was designed for. Once we knew 
we had stopped the bots, we resynchronized the databases to upload all the records that had been 
submitted into the 24 hour database and ran them for 4 hours in tandem before dropping the 24 hour 
back down to its delay setting, this ensured that no data was lost during the changeover. 
 
This along with some other coding problems has slowed down the overall database design but we are 
working on some of the last design changes now, again we now go thru a testing phase that is a little 
longer then when we first started, we had been waiting one week before going live with changes from 
the testing database location and now we are waiting one month and only completing one change at 
a time. This change in design has not cost the SUVCW any more money then what was approved nor 
will it. The only change is the full completion date and the contract makes allowances for that. The 
two main changes to come are the addition of photos (in which we are running into coding issues) 
and the bio pages (which work in connection with the photos hence some of the same coding issues). 
I do not have a finish date at this time, It could be done in a month or it could take a year or longer. 
 
We also have an issue with the organization of the Headstone Committee of which Brother Campbell 
is fully aware, this issue has concluded with the removal of a Brother from the committee due to his 
interference and unwillingness to work within the policies of the SUVCW and the VA. That committee 
has a list of headstones orders to put into the works and is working with genealogists to volunteer 
their time to do Next of Kin research for the SUVCW, I will be speaking at the 2015 New England 
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Regional Genealogical Conference in two weeks where I will be introducing this volunteer program. I 
will be able to go into much more detail with my 2014-2015 closing report to the National 
Encampment. 

Recommendation 1: Recommendation for a change in the Regulations, Chapter V, Article IV, 
Badges, Section 2(b) as reads "All elected officers of the National Organization, while holding such 
office, and past elected National officers who have served a full term or who have been elected to fill 
an un-expired term and who served until the end of that term, a ribbon, the center a broad stripe of 
old gold, with a narrow border of red, white and blue on each side. All elected Department officers, 
while holding office or having been granted emeritus status by his Department Encampment, a ribbon 
with a red center, and the red, white and blue border on each side."  
 
Should be changed to read "All elected and appointed officers of the National Organization, while 
holding such office, and past elected National officers who have served a full term or who have been 
elected to fill an un-expired term, or past appointed National officers who have served and completed 
more than five consecutive terms and who served until the end of that term, shall be entitled to wear a 
ribbon, the center a broad stripe of old gold, with a narrow border of red, white and blue on each side. 
All elected Department officers, while holding office or having been granted emeritus status by his 
Department Encampment, a ribbon with a red center, and the red, white and blue border on each 
side." 
 
I have underlined the additional terminology within the changed regulation for convince only, the 
underlined portions if approved would be in the regulation without being underlined. I have looked 
through the list of officers contained within this email and all the required officers are included who 
need to be notified of proposed changes in the Regulations of the SUVCW. I request that the 
Chairmen of the proper committees please present these changes to their committees for review and 
addition to the National Encampment Agenda. 

3.15 National Guard, Eric D. Graff 

 
No report given. 

3.16 National Guide, Adam W. Gaines 

 
No report given. 

3.17 National Historian, Robert J. Wolz, PDC 
 

Short and to the point a number of inquiries have been forwarded from both Comdr. Campbell, Bro. 
Demmy our Executive Director and others. 
 
Topics usually range from seeking information to identify photos, badges and various insignia to 
helping trace family records. I have tried to respond to each in a timely manner. 
 
The Order continues to make some money through the sale of my book and it seems to be proving 
informative and a source of membership inquiries for both the Sons and Loyal Legion. 
 
Thank you for the chance to share a love of history for our Order. 

3.18 National Liaison to Cathedral of the Pines, Perley E. Mellor, PCinC 

 
No report given. 

3.19 National Liaison to MOLLUS, Jeffry C. Burden 
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No report given. 

3.20 National Membership-at-Large Coordinator, Alan L. Russ, PDC 
 

The Annual Report for the National Membership at Large reported the strength, as of March 31, 2014, 
as thirty Members and Life Members, no Associates, and one Junior Member, for a total of thirty-one 
brothers. 

Gains since April 1, 2014: 
New Brothers:  3 
Reinstated Brothers:  1 

Losses since April 1, 2014: 
Transfers Out: 
    To Department of Nebraska:  3 
    To Stevens Camp 1, C-A-L:  1 
    To Department of Florida:  1 
    To Department of California & Pacific:  1 
Dropped:  7 

Strength, as of March 31, 2015:  Members/Life Members:  21, Junior Member:  1, Total:  22 

Under the provisions of General Order No. 4, three brothers were transferred to the Department of 
Nebraska. 

NMAL brothers are located in Canada, Germany, and the United Kingdom, in addition to the United 
States. 

I continue to furnish new brothers with a welcoming letter, an appropriate certificate, a membership 
card, and an email letting them know to look forward to the packet, within one week of receiving the 
application.  All applications and related documents are forwarded to the Executive Director within the 
prescribed time frame. 

I appreciate the trust placed in me by CinC Campbell and the Council of Administration.  It continues 
to be my honor to perform these duties.   

If there are any questions or concerns, I remain at your service to discuss them. 

3.21 National Patriotic Instructor, Gregory M. Carter, PCC 
 

The following is my report of activities conducted between the dates of October 10, 2014 and present, 
inclusive, and includes a list of future activities for the summer season of 2015. 
 
October, 2014 

1. Attended Illinois Dept. encampment at Tuscola. 
2. Attended national conference of the Southern Historical Association at Atlanta, GA. 

 
November, 2014 

1. Participated in Veteran’s Day program at Quincy National Cemetery. 
2. Attended Remembrance Day activities at Gettysburg, PA. 
3. Swore in new officers of Hecker Camp 443 at annual banquet. 

 
December, 2014 

No activity to report. 
 
January, 2015 

1. Attended Wabash Valley Regional History Conference at Vincennes University. 
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2. Photographed 22 monuments in Edgar, Clark, Cumberland, Marion, Shelby, Effingham, 
Fayette, Bond and Jasper Counties. 

3. Contributed historical article on Civil War New Orleans to the MOLLUS Journal. 

 
February, 2015 

1. Photographed 17 Confederate burial sites in Adams County at request of National 
Genealogist, SCV. 

2. Accepted to four graduate schools for history Masters/PhD degree studies. 

 
March, 2015 

1. Attended meeting of Adams County Genealogical Society and conducted presentation on 
1865 battles between US troops and Confederate Guerillas at Fowler and Marcelline, Illinois. 

2. Photographed or sought photographs of 20 Illinois State Historical Society plaques relevant 
to Civil War in Illinois. 

3. Accepted Graduate Assistantship at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale for fall, 2015. 
4. Contributed article to the Abbeville Review on Thomas Jefferson. 
5. Secured $600 grant for restoration of Henry, Illinois monument. 

 
Future Plans 

March, 2015 
1. Will be attending the Iowa Department Encampment March 28, 2015 as the 

representative for the Commander-in-Chief. 
2. Spent “Spring Break” working at St. John Parish charity projects, Quincy. 

 
April, 2015 

1. Will attend annual Lincoln Tomb and Stephenson Gravesite services. 
2. Will attend 27

th
 Annual Three-Rivers History Symposium, Hannibal-Lagrange University. 

3. Scheduled to present paper on Civil War women for Distinguished Honors Scholarship at 
Quincy University. 

4. Will attend 70
th
 Annual Yom HaShoah remembrance at St. Louis Holocaust Museum. 

 
May, 2015 

1. Will attend Lincoln Funeral Train activities. 
2. Will attend State Convention of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 
3. Will attend Illinois Dept. encampment at Rockford. 
4. Graduation from QU will be May 17. 
5. Intended date for dedication of Henry monument will be May 23. 
6. Will attend Memorial Day activities in Quincy and (intended) Peoria. 

3.22 Asst. Natl. Secretary (Dept-at-Large Secretary/Treasurer), James B. Pahl, PCinC 

New Camps are forming with the intent towards establishing two new Departments. 

3.23 Asst. Natl. Secretary (Proceedings), Edward J. Krieser, PCinC 
 

The past three years (2012, 2013 and 2014) of proceedings are in the hands of the respective CinC’s 
and PCinC’s for changes, additions and approval.  

3.24 National Signals Officer, Joshua A. Claybourn 

 
No report given. 

3.25 Assistant National Treasurer #1, James Pahl, PCinC 
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I have not been called upon by our National Treasurer. 

3.26 Assistant National Treasurer #2, Max L. Newman, PCC 

 
No report given. 

3.27 National Washington DC Representative, Lee D. Stone, PDC 

3.28 National Webmaster, Joshua A. Claybourn 
 

As many of you will recall, in 2014 the SUVCW website (www.SUVCW.org) underwent a major re-
design and overhaul. The new design aims to be aesthetically pleasing and present a vibrant, thriving 
image to the public, while also remaining true to the historic nature of SUVCW. A number of the 
changes also improve the website’s functionality, convenience to navigate, and ease to make 
updates.   

All of the major and primary website pages have been converted to the new design. However, with 
over 6,000 pages on the SUVCW website, some less prominent pages will take some time to convert. 
If any officers find such pages not having the new design and would like their conversion to be 
expedited, please let me know.   

Thus far the new website has received positive reviews, both with existing SUVCW members and 
with the public we are seeking to reach. SUVCW must have a top notch web presence to compete in 
today’s digital age and a great website key to the SUVCW’s survival. In the public’s eyes a website is 
a reflection of an organization itself. If a website looks cheap and is difficult to use, the public will 
assume that the organizations shares these characteristics. A high quality, clean website is vital to 
sustain a positive reputation for the SUVCW. I hope and believe that our redesign is a big, important 
step toward strengthening the SUVCW.    In addition to the new SUVCW website, I have also worked 
to bolster the SUVCW’s presence on social media, and specifically Facebook. With a combination of 
SUVCW-specific posts and general Civil War news/commentary, I have worked to make the SUVCW 
Facebook page vibrant and active. As a result the page’s traffic has climbed dramatically. There has 
been an increase of approximately 25% in “likes” on the SUVCW page with over 1,000 new likes 
since January 1, 2014. This is a critical component of outreach and has undoubtedly led to new 
members.    

With the help of Brother David Merchant, I have also assisted with an overhaul of 
USMemorialDay.org, which in 2009 was turned over to the SUVCW for regular maintenance and 
upkeep. Since Memorial Day is one of the chief legacies of the G.A.R. and an important part of our 
educational mission, a modern and dynamic website for Memorial Day will be beneficial for our 
organization for quite some time.   

I look forward to continuing a strong online SUVCW presence. I encourage any brother to reach out 
to me with questions, corrections, or suggestions by emailing me at webmaster@suvcw.org. 

3.29 Assistant National Webmaster, Ken L. Freshley, PCinC 

 
No report given. 

4.0 National Standing Committees 

4.1 National Committee on Americanization & Education, Gregory M. Carter, PCC 

 
No report given. 
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4.2 National Committee on Battle Flag Preservation, Edward J. Norris, PDC 
 

Efforts by states to conserve their flags have been slow. Two historic flags, given by the people of 
Delaware in August 1862 to the 1st Delaware Volunteer Infantry, are at last being conserved and 
readied for exhibiting. The $30,000 conservation project is expected to start in March in Philadelphia 
and take two months. The Lyons-Muir Historical Museum conserved their GAR Post 100 flag. Over 
the course of several months, the flag was humidified and flattened to reduce distortions in the 
weave. It was stabilized and protected by encasing it between layers of sheer nylon tulle. Five historic 
flags from the Civil War were unveiled by the New Jersey State Museum and the New Jersey Civil 
War Heritage Association during December. The museum's collections include more than a hundred 
flags carried by New Jersey soldiers in the war and the museum periodically rotates five of them for 
display. The Facebook page is up to 1,412 Likes; we're getting the word out there. 

4.3 National Comm. on Civil War Heritage Defense Fund, Russell W. Kirchner, Jr., PDC 
 

Nothing to report. 

4.4 National Comm. on Civil War Memorial Grant Fund, Stephen S. Hammond, PDC 

 
No report given. 

4.5 National Committee on Civil War Memorials, Walter E. Busch, PDC 

 
No report given. 

4.6 National Committee on Communication & Technology, Joshua A. Claybourn 

 
No report given. 

4.7 National Committee on Constitution and Regulations, Robert E. Grimm, PCinC 
 

The committee is currently evaluating proposed changes to the Regulations suggested during the 
133nd National Encampment.  The changes made to the Regulations by the 133

nd
 National 

Encampment have been incorporated into the Regulations and as soon as the Proceedings from that 
encampment are approved an updated version of the C&R will be posted. 

4.8 National Committee on eBay Surveillance, James R. Dixon, CC 

 
No report given. 

4.9 National Encampment Site Committee, James T. Crane, PCC 
 

Plans are progressing well as we move along towards the dates of the Encampment. There has been 
an early influx of reservations which is good for our contractual commitment with the Omni. They are 
very strict about room blocks, and will not give us any more rooms than what we have blocked unless 
we sign an agreement to do so. It has rarely happened in the past, as most hotels let us sell through 
the block of rooms we have.  
 
We had to increase the block of rooms for Wednesday, August 19th to meet the early demand for 
rooms. There was 20 rooms blocked as normal, but the Committee increased that to 35 rooms to 
accommodate the demand for the earlier arrival for our attendees. No more reservations will be 
accepted for arrival on August 19th. So if you try and make a reservation for Monday the 17th through 
Sunday the 23rd, the hotel will tell you there are no more rooms available. If you wish to arrive early, 
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you will have to stay at another hotel before the 19th, and then transfer to the Host hotel on the 20th.   
 
The Site Committee has guaranteed 475 room nights, of which we need to pick up 80% or 360 room 
nights to cancel out having to pay a penalty for meeting space. As of March 24th, we have 262 total 
room nights already made.  
 
The rest of the Host Committee’s forms will be available in the next copy of The Banner, along with 
the reservation form for the SVR Breakfast. Please try to send these in early as possible 
to help the Host Committee know where they are in the counts for printing and so on. Money will be 
tight for them this year. 
 
The Committee will be visiting the Department of Michigan on April 17th & 18th for a site visit for 
2017. Then on May 1st & 2nd, we will be visiting the Department of Massachusetts for their site visit 
for the 2017 Encampment. After reviewing both proposals and sites, the Committee will then discuss 
who to award the Encampment to. Both Departments should be congratulated for their hard work. 

4.10 National Committee on Fraternal Relations, Jerry R. Sayre, PDC 
 

I have compiled the latest list of the several heads of the organizations in our Civil War community 
and those of interested fraternal societies. I have, on behalf of the Commander in Chief, sent 
invitations to each of these to join us at Springfield, IL to observe the 150th anniversary of the death 
of our beloved 16th President, Abraham Lincoln. 

4.11 National Committee on GAR Post Records, Dean A. Enderlin, PCC 
 

Current members of the GAR Records Committee are:  Dean Enderlin, PCC, chair; Glenn Knight, 
PDC; Jeffrey Vaillant, PCC; Ernest Blevins; and Walter Busch, PDC.  Aides to the committee are:  
Richard Orr, PCinC (Sr. Advisor); Glen Roosevelt, PDC; Brad Schall, PCinC, and Robert Wolz, PDC. 
 
Our committee continues to use the "GARRecords" group on Yahoo.com as our primary forum for 
internal communications and file exchange.  The group is limited to appointed committee members, 
committee aides, senior officers, and invited guests.  Group administrators are Glenn Knight, PDC, 
and Dean Enderlin, PCC.  Our public website (www.GARrecords.org) is administered by Br. Enderlin, 
with Br. Knight as backup admin. 
 
Five recommendations involving the GAR Records Project were approved at the 2014 National 
Encampment.  Of these, four (all relating to job descriptions) await completion as of April 2015.  The 
pending items are summarized below: 

 New job description for the Department GAR Records Officer to be sent to the P&P 
Committee. (GAR Records Committee Recommendation #1, pg. 47, 2014 Nat'l 
Committee Reports) 

 Amended job description for National Historian to be sent to the P&P Committee (GAR 
Records Committee Recommendation #2, pg. 47, 2014 Nat'l Committee Reports) 

 Amended job description for National Committee on History to be sent to the P&P 
Committee (GAR Records Committee Recommendation #3, pg. 48, 2014 Nat'l 
Committee Reports) 

 Amended job description for Camp & Department Historian to be sent to the P&P 
Committee (GAR Records Committee Recommendation #4, pg. 49, 2014 Nat'l 
Committee Reports) 

 
On 17 August 2014 the Council of Administration assigned the task of reviewing the job descriptions 
to the P&P Committee (see CofA Meeting Minutes, 17 August 2014, New Business, items 7e, 7f, 7g 
and 7h), however, on the advice of the National Counselor, it was later concluded that job 
descriptions no longer fall under the purview of the P&P Committee. 

http://www.garrecords.org/
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Recognizing the National Counselor's concerns, the National GAR Records Committee 
recommended that the matter be redirected to the C&R Committee at the 16 November 2014 Council 
of Administration meeting.  The Council's decision was that "the current policy is to remain in effect," 
meaning that the P&P Committee is still tasked with reviewing job descriptions (see CofA Meeting 
Minutes, 16 November 2014, Reports, item 1d). 

Since November 2014, the chairs of the P&P Committee and National GAR Records Committee have 
kept in touch, and we believe that we have found a solution to the impasse.  Additional details will be 
presented in the report of the P&P Committee.  

In addition to routine updates to the GAR Records Catalog and the Post History listings, the GAR 
Records Program recently took a significant step toward public outreach.  The National GAR Records 
Officer has developed a PowerPoint slideshow to aid in educating others in techniques for locating 
and identifying GAR ancestors.  The slideshow is currently customized to assist members of the 
DUVCW, who are engaged in a nationwide program to document GAR ancestors preparatory to a 
2016 special tribute.  The National GAR Records Officer debuted the slideshow at a presentation to 
Kate B. Sherwood Tent, No. 89, Dept. of CA & NV, DUVCW, in January 2015, and will be delivering 
the same slideshow to the DUVCW Dept. of CA & NV Annual Convention on 24 April 2015. 

Regarding the Vision 2020 Strategic Plan recommendation that the GAR Records Committee 
"establish and publish a process for Departments to report locations of GAR records in their 
territories," there has been no progress since our last interim report.  When new job descriptions are 
put into effect, we will be able to move forward with the next phase of the program, which is to 
prepare a guidance manual for Departments.  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
None. 

4.12 National Committee on Graves Registration, Bruce D. Frail, PDC 

 
No report given. 

4.13 National Committee on History, Robert J. Wolz, PDC 

 
No report given. 

4.14 National Committee on Legislation, Daniel R Earl, PCC 
 

The purpose of the National Committee on Legislation of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War is to keep Brothers apprised of proposed federal and state legislation affecting the welfare of 
the Order or the Constitution or welfare of the United States. To that extent, this report summarizes 
relevant federal and state legislation. 
 
Federal Legislation 

None of the Federal legislation previously reported on (refer to the 2014 Final Report) passed in 
both the House and Senate, and thus died when Congress adjourned sine die in December 2014. 
The first session of the 114

th
 Congress initially met in January 2015 (the House on January 9

th
 

and the Senate on January 7
th
). To date, there has been no legislation introduced of significant 

interest to the Order. 
 
Of historical significance to the Order has been legislation in past Congresses that would restore 
the traditional day of observance of Memorial Day. Thus far there is no indication that such 
legislation will be introduced anytime soon. If it is, the Committee will report on its status. 

 
State Legislation 
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CALIFORNIA – The only relevant legislation in California was introduced by Assemblyman Tom 
Lackey [R-36]. Assembly Concurrent Resolution 11 “would declare that President Abraham 
Lincoln be honored on February 12, 2015, the anniversary of his birth.” ACR 11 passed both the 
Assembly and Senate without objection. Concurrent resolutions in California are symbolic only. 
 
NEW JERSEY AND NEW YORK – Legislation has been proposed in New Jersey and New York that 
would prohibit the sale of any cemetery military marker, monument, statue or cannon without 
approval of state authorities. This would prevent the sale of GAR cannons which are placed in 
cemeteries as a gift. 
 

Recommendations 
The Committee has no recommendations. If there are any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

4.15 National Committee on Lincoln Tomb Observance, Robert M. Petrovic, PDC 

 
We have signed contracts with The Abraham Lincoln hotel thru 2019.  The room rate this year is 
$94.99. We do not have a photographer for the program. I have talked to the new site supervisor for 
the tomb and everything remains the same as last year. We have a signed contract with the band for 
this year and they are scheduled to perform for this program until 2019. The ribbons are ordered and 
we are waiting to pick them up. There are less luncheon reservations then last year and a speaker 
has been chosen. 

4.16 National Committee on Membership, Donald L. Martin, PDC 

 
No report given. 

4.17 National Military Affairs Committee, Henry E Shaw, PCC 
 

This Interim Report will cover the activities of the National Military Affairs Committee from the 2014 
Remembrance Day Weekend (14 November 2014 - 16 November 2014) through and including the 
date of this Interim Report of the National Military Affairs Committee. 

 Twelve SVR General Orders have been issued since the date of this Committee’s Tri-Annual 
Report dated 21 October 2014, specifically, SVR General Order 2014-05, dated 11 
November 2014, SVR General Order 2014-04 dated November 23, 2014, SVR General 
Order 2014-06 dated 23 November 2014, SVR General Order 2014-07 dated 23 November 
2014, SVR General Order 2014-08 dated 23 November 2014, SVR General Order 2014-09 
dated 23 November 2014, SVR General Order 2014-10 dated 23 November 2014, SVR 
General Order 2014-11 dated 31 December 2014, SVR General Order 2015-01, dated 16 
February 2015, SVR General Order 2015-02, dated 08 March 2015, SVR General Order 
2015-03, dated 16 February 2015 and SVR General Order 2015-04, dated 14 March 2015, all 
of which are published on the Web Site. 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY WEEKEND – 2014 

 At the Woolson Ceremonies conducted on Saturday, 15 November 2014, Maj. Gen. Robert E. 
Grim, Commanding Officer of the SVR functioned as Master of Ceremonies and, in the 
course of the proceedings, presented a check in the sum of $4,000.00 to a representative of 
the Gettysburg National Military Park for monument preservation.  That donation brings the 
total to date in the sum of $77,000.00.  

 The Parade was extremely well attended, both from the perspective of the participants and 
the spectators.  In fact, once again, it was necessary to secure special permission from 
GNMP to secure the use of a portion of East Confederate Avenue to accommodate the 
overflow of parade participants.  Of concern, however, was substantial construction on and 
the closure of Steinwehr Avenue at its intersection with Taneytown Road.  This closure 
necessitated the parade being detoured onto Tanneytown Road and then dispersing at the 
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National Military Park adjacent to the site of the old Cyclorama Building.  Construction is 
scheduled for completion in the Summer of 2015.   

 The Ball was, as usual, quite a fine success with over 350 participants in attendance.    It 
appears that a donation at least in the sum of $4,000.00 will be presented to the Gettysburg 
National Military Park on 21 November 2015 in the course of the Woolson Ceremonies.  As in 
numerous prior years, the efforts of Janice Corfman and SVR Deputy Provost, Captain David 
K. Hann who handled the tickets at the door and Anne and David Sosnowski who did the Ball 
decorations should be recognized. 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY WEEKEND, 2015 

 As previously reported, on 31 December 2012, contracts, covering the years 2013, 2014, 
2015 and 2016 were executed with the Wyndham Hotel Management contemplating lodging 
at both the Wyndham Hotel and the adjacent Courtyard Marriott for the aforesaid four years.  
Thus, the year 2015 is the third year of the four year contract. 

 As previously reported, a 4 year contract for the years 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 was 
entered into with the Philadelphia Brigade Band for purposes of providing period dance music 
at the Original Civil War Ball to be held in the Wyndham ballroom.  The contract also includes 
period dance instruction by the Victorian Dance Ensemble.  In addition to playing for the Ball, 
the Band will also render The National Anthem and provide period selections at the Woolson 
Monument ceremonies and will participate in the Remembrance Day Parade.  

 Arrangements have been made with the various CW publications as well as with PCinC 
Stephen A. Michaels, the Editor of The Banner, to publish ads for the Remembrance Day 
Parade and the Original Civil War Ball.  Issues of several of these CW publications containing 
the Remembrance Day 2015 ads will be distributed at the 152

nd
 reenactment in Gettysburg in 

July of 2015. 

 Through the assistance of PCinC and SVR Web Master Leo Kennedy, Notice of the 2015 
Remembrance Day Parade and the 2015 Original Civil War Ball are both posted on the SVR 
Web site. 

 Captain David K. Hann, Deputy Provost, SVR, fashioned a Remembrance Day Facebook 
Page in 2014 and which said page has been updated to include the 2015 events. 

 Schedule of Events for Saturday, 21 November 2015: 
1. SVR Breakfast at Wyndham Hotel at 8:00 A.M. 
2. Parade Briefing at Wyndham Hotel at 9:30 A.M. 
3. Woolson Monument Ceremonies in Zeigler’s Grove at 11:00 A.M. 
4. Parade Form-Up at Gettysburg Middle School at Noon. 
5. Parade Commences at 1:00 P.M. 
6. Original Civil War Ball at Wyndham Hotel at 8:00 P.M.   

 Remembrance Day 2015 Permits: 
1. Gettysburg Area School District – Application for Facilities Lease Agreement for purposes 

of use of Middle School area for form up of parade was mailed on 04 February 2015.  
The Facilities Lease Agreement was approved by the School District, received back 
on 17 February 2015, and the original Agreement was signed and returned to Daniel 
Golliday, the Director of Buildings and Grounds                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
for the School District on 18 February 2015. 

2. Borough of Gettysburg – Application for Parade Permit together with $30.00 document 
processing fee (anonymous donor) was mailed to Borough of Gettysburg Police 
Department on 04 February 2015.  Thereafter, and on 11 March 2015, a detailed 
summary of costs associated with the Parade, in the sum of $1,630.73, was received 
from Joseph F. Dougherty, Chief of Police, Gettysburg Police Department.  On 20 
March 2015, a check for $1,000.00 was received from Steinwehr Avenue Heart of 
Gettysburg Battlefield, Inc. (formerly the Steinwehr Avenue Business Improvement 
District) for part of the Remembrance Day Parade Fee and on same date mailed the 
required acceptance of the terms of the Parade Permit, the BID Check for $1,000.00 
and NMAC Chairman’s personal check for $630.73 to the Gettysburg Police 
Department.  Upon receipt thereof, the Gettysburg Police Department will issue a 
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Provisional Approval which will enable the completion of the required Application to 
the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation. 

3. Gettysburg National Military Park – for purposes of conducting the Woolson Monument 
Ceremonies in Zeigler’s Grove, a Special Use Permit Application was mailed to 
Grace Reese, Special Park Use Manager on 11 March 2015.  Over the past many 
years, this Application has been routinely approved but will probably not be mailed 
out to the Chairman of NMAC until the middle or later part of April, 2015.  

4. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation – this Application cannot be made until the 
Parade Permit Provisional Approval has been issued by the Borough of Gettysburg. 

5. Certificates of Liability Insurance were applied for and received from the SVR’s 
insurance carrier and accompanied the School District Facilities Lease Agreement 
Application and Parade Permit Application to the Borough of Gettysburg.  

 Renewed State Auto Insurance Company Bond for purposes of protecting the Original Civil 
War Ball funds at no cost to the SVR.  Funds for policy premium came from an anonymous 
donor. 

 Original Civil War Ball tickets were ordered on 02 February 2015 and were received on 12 
February 2015.  Total cost, including shipping, was $115.00. 

 Further Tasks To Be Accomplished, between March, 2015 and the 134
th
  National 

Encampment, And In Anticipation Of Remembrance Day Weekend, 2015: 
1. Formal letter to be sent to PCinC Charles E. Kuhn, Jr.,  requesting him to have Cub 

Scout Pack No. 88 place refuse containers (as required by the Borough of Gettysburg) 
along the parade route, prior to the 2015 Remembrance Day Parade and then remove 
the same following the completion of the Parade.  

2. Order Remembrance Day Parade Streamers from R. B. Powers Co., in Ashley, Ohio. 
3. Make arrangements with Noteworthy Music in Gettysburg (Robert Ranalli) to provide PA 

system for Woolson Monument Ceremonies. 
4. Make arrangements with Associated Products Services, Mechanicsburg, PA,  for 

purposes of providing 2 portable sanitary facilities at the parade staging area and secure 
authorizations from Gettysburg Police Chief and the Director of Buildings and Grounds 
for the Gettysburg Area School District to place the sanitary facilities at the staging area. 

5. Order 13 wreaths from The Floral Boutique in Gettysburg and arrange for the wreaths to 
be delivered to the Woolson Monument on Saturday, 21 November 2015 at 10:00 A.M. 

6. Effective on 18 March 2015, Brother James A. Getty has elected to retire from 
participation in the Memorial Day Ceremonies and the Remembrance Day Ceremonies in 
Gettysburg. Brother Getty’s retirement will necessitate a search for someone that does a 
top notch first person impression of President Lincoln to deliver The Gettysburg Address 
in the course of the Memorial Service at the Woolson Monument and to ride in the parade. 

7. Make arrangements with Jeffrey C. Young, owner of Gettysburg Carriage Company, to 
have a carriage at the parade staging area to convey President Lincoln and John Hart 
(Gen. Scott) and two others in the Remembrance Day Parade. 

8. Secure Dance List from Larry Keener-Farley, the Victorian Ensemble Dance Master so 
that Dance Cards for the Original Civil War Ball can be prepared. 

 Of Necessity, Further Tasks In Anticipation Of Remembrance Day Weekend, 2015, Will Be 
Addressed Subsequent To The 134

th
  National Encampment, specifically:  

1. Extend a formal written invitation to Major General Robert E. Grim, Commanding Officer, 
SVR, to act as Master of Ceremonies at the Memorial Service at the Woolson Monument, 
to present a check to the Gettysburg National Military Park, to lay a wreath on behalf of 
the SVR and to lead, along with Mrs. Grim, the Grand March at the Original Civil War Ball 
at The Wyndham Hotel, commencing at 8:00 P.M. on Saturday 21 November 2015. 

2. Mail a formal personalized letter of invitation to the newly elected Commander-in-Chief, 
SUVCW, to present remarks in the course of the Memorial Service at the Woolson 
Monument, and to lay a wreath on behalf of the SUVCW. 

3. Mail formal personalized letters of invitation to all heads of National Allied Orders, 
National and Pennsylvania Mollus Heads and all Pennsylvania Allied Orders Heads, 
requesting each to present a wreath in the course of the Memorial Service at the 
Woolson Monument. 
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4. Mail a formal personalized letter of invitation to Captain Jerome W. Kowalski, National 
Chaplain, SVR, requesting him to deliver the Invocation and pronounce the Benediction 
at the SVR Breakfast and at the Memorial Service at the Woolson Monument. 

5. Mail a formal personalized letter of invitation to Ivan E. Frantz, Musician Sgt. Major, SVR, 
requesting him to render TAPS at the conclusion of the Memorial Service at the Woolson 
Monument.  

6. Arrange to have the Program for the Memorial Service at the Woolson Monument printed 
and have sufficient copies made for distribution at the site of the Woolson Monument, 
prior to the commencement of the Memorial Service. 

7. Pick up Remembrance Day Parade Streamers from the R. B. Powers Co., in Ashley, 
Ohio. 

8. Arrange to have Dance Cards for the original Civil War Ball to be printed, boxed.  
9. Arrange to have the various Certificates of Appreciation/Thanks prepared.  
10. Arrange ceremony for Friday afternoon, 20 November 2015, with Gettysburg business 

leaders, for presentation of Certificates in recognition of their $1,000.00 parade permit 
donation. 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY WEEKENDS – 2017 THROUGH AND INCLUDING 2021: 

 During the 2014 Remembrance Day Weekend, information was received from the Wyndham 
Hotel management that the Ball Room at the Hotel had been reserved for the Lincoln Forum 
and, thus, would not be available for the Original Civil War Ball in 2017.  Insofar as the net 
proceeds of the Ball are donated to GNMP each year, it then became clear that in order to 
continue with the Ball and thus continue to donate the net proceeds of the Ball to GNMP, it 
would be necessary to secure another forum, both as a Headquarters Hotel and a site for the 
SVR Original Civil War Ball. 

 SVR Chief of Staff, Colonel Robert M. Petrovic, worked on this matter and negotiated five (5) 
proposed contracts with the Eisenhower Complex (formerly the Eisenhower Hotel) for the 
years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021.  It should be noted that the Eisenhower Complex 
has a substantially sized Ball Room. 

 The NMAC Committee considered the matter and came to the conclusion that it would be 
proper for MG Robert E. Grim, Commanding Officer, SVR, to sign each of the five (5) 
contracts on behalf of the SVR.  As of the date of this Report, all five (5) of the subject 
contracts have been signed by MG Grim and mailed back to the Eisenhower Complex, 
specifically, for the years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021. 

 The five (5) contracts with the Eisenhower Complex, among other things, provide for the 
identical group rate per night for each of the five (5) years, that is, the sum of $129.00 plus 
tax per night.  Insofar as the nightly group rate at the Wyndham for 2016 is the sum of 
$116.00 plus tax per night, the fixed five (5) year rate of $129.00 plus tax per night at the 
Eisenhower Complex thus represents an 11.2% increase over the 2016 rate at the Wyndham. 

 It should also be noted that the nightly group rate of $116.00 plus tax at the Wyndham will 
expire following Remembrance Day Weekend in 2016.  It should also be noted that there is 
no reason to believe that the group rate at the Wyndham will remain at $116.00 for the years 
subsequent to 2016 and most likely will increase to at least the sum as contained in the 
Eisenhower contracts. 

 The contracts with the Eisenhower Complex also provides for rooms, built into the contracts 
and at no additional expense, for the use of the Allied Orders to display and sell their various 
items, the same also holding true for the National Quartermaster.  Additionally, a large room 
will be available for the SVR Breakfast, a room will be available for the Council of 
Administration Meeting and for the Church Service on the Sunday morning of each weekend.  
And, of course, the use of the Ball Room is built into the terms of each of the five (5) 
contracts with the Eisenhower Complex. 

 The Eisenhower Complex is presently undergoing substantial upgrades and should be a first 
class facility by November of 2017. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY DATES – 2015 THROUGH AND INCLUDING 2021: 

The following future dates have been established for Remembrance Day: 

 Saturday, 21 November 2015 

 Saturday, 19 November 2016 

 Saturday, 18 November 2017 

 Saturday, 17 November 2018 

 Saturday, 16 November 2019 

 Saturday, 21 November 2020 

 Saturday, 20 November 2021 

4.18 National Committee on Program and Policy, Eugene G. Mortorff, PDC 

 
No report given. 

4.19 National Committee on Scholarships, John R. Ertell, PCC  
 

The National Committee on Scholarships consists of the following current members for 2014-15: 
Gene D. Turner, Theodore J. Zeman and John R. Ertell (Chairman) 

The period for receipt of Scholarship Applications ends on March 31, 2015.  Following on the closing 
date, the committee is then tasked with reviewing the applications, evaluating the applicants and 
selecting two scholarship award designees to recommend to the Commander-in-Chief. 

At the conclusion of the selection process, the committee chairman will submit a written report to the 
Commander-in-Chief with the names of the designees, their backgrounds and copies of their 
applications with supporting documentation.  The Commander-in-Chief shall officially designate the 
2015 Scholarship Recipients and arrange for notifications and the awarding of the scholarships. 

The committee chairman shall notify the other applicants following the National Encampment and 
express the appreciation of the Sons for their applying. 

5.0 SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

5.1 Civil War Sesquicentennial Special Committee, D. Michael Beard, PDC 
 

Since our November 2014 report, the committee received two applications.  The committee declined 
an application dated January 16, 2015 from the Department of Kentucky for a March 3, 2015 event 
citing timeliness an issue.  The committee approved a February 9, 2015 application from the 
Department of Nebraska for a July 26, 2015 event.  The Nebraska event is with the COA 
subcommittee.  The COA subcommittee needs a promised letter regarding liability and SVR 
sponsorship from the sponsor.  

5.2 National Encampment Credentials Special Committee, Walter E. Busch, PDC 

 
No report given. 

5.3 National Fund Raising Special Committee, Glenn B. Knight, PDC 

 
No report given. 
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5.4 GAR Sesquicentennial Special Committee, Terry R. Dyer, PDC 

 
No report given. 

5.5 Natl Government Headstone Applications Special Comm., Stephen T. Aarli, PCC 

 
No report given. 

5.6 Natl Membership Process Development Special Committee, Paul T. Zeien, Jr., PCC 

 
No report given. 

5.7 Memorial University Redesign Special Committee, Stephen A. Michaels, PCinC 
 

During the last four months, the committee has reviewed an introductory online course made up of several 
interactive power point presentations.  Power points covering an organizational overview, badge wear, 
customs and courtesies and history have already been constructed and were used at the Wisconsin Dept. 
Orientations on April 6

th
, 2014 and March 29, 2015. 

 
Br. Day has posted the organizational overview module, narration script and accompanying quizzes to a 
semi-private educational website, Blendspace.com. The exact link to view these is: 
 
 https://www.blendspace.com/lessons/q8lbgN-XQstUPQ/introduction-to-the-sons-of-union-veterans-of-the-civil-war 

 
This will allow viewing by the CofA in anticipation of posting this and the other modules and their quizzes on 
the National SUVCW website. 

5.8 Promotion & Marketing Special Committee, Mark R. Day, PDC 
 

Purpose:  The Goal of the Committee on Promotion and Marketing is to identify the means of 
branding the SUVCW and marketing the SUVCW to the greater population at large through the use 
of Commercial advertising or other mass media outlets and social media services.   In my capacity 
as chairman I hope to generate a plan that can be brought to the National CoA and later the National 
Encampment that will fulfill the stated goals of the committee's charge. 

Actions:  Since becoming the chair of the Promotion and Marketing Committee, I have contacted the 
other members of the committee and solicited their input.  The replies that have come forth in the 
initial discussions with the committee members provided only vague opinions on how to market and 
brand the SUVCW.  For example it was suggested that we advertise in the Civil War Times and 
other publications that reach out to individuals who are like minded on the importance of the Civil 
War and its heritage.  In another case a member of the committee suggested setting up information 
booths at the various 150th anniversary events.  While both of these suggestions are good ideas, 
they do not reach down to the actual issues that the committee is charged to provide answers for at 
the next encampment or to the CoA.   

As chairman I felt there was a need to develop an overall plan of action to accomplish the goals 
identified in the Committee Purpose statement above and I proposed a plan to the Committee 
members on the 22nd of September.  A copy of that plan follows this initial written report for your 
review and consideration as a recommendation as to how we should proceed in the future.  The 
committee's reaction to the plan I proposed was mixed.  The most significant comment that was 
made by the majority of brothers was a concern, that the plan would create new position 
requirements at each level of command.  Most of the discussion revolved around the assignment of 
a dedicated Public Affairs Officer, at the National and Department levels,  who's duties would be to 
coordinate press coverage and act as a liaison with the media.  Some members of the committee felt 

https://www.blendspace.com/lessons/q8lbgN-XQstUPQ/introduction-to-the-sons-of-union-veterans-of-the-civil-war
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these duties could be assigned to the Signals Officer or the JVC.  My response to these concerns 
was to question the wisdom of assigning this very critical duty to officers who were already dealing 
with numerous work requirements.  I believe that we must have a dedicated PAO at the national and 
department levels to allow for developing relationships with the media, coordinating press releases, 
and offering assistance to all levels of command within the order.  A secondary concern that was 
raised dealt with how we should deal with promotion and marketing at the camp level.  The concern 
is how much direction and demand should be placed on the camps.  It was argued that some camps 
would never be able to fill the job of a public relations officer, and that in many cases the camps may 
have projects or goals that do not lend themselves to promotion and marketing.  I found this 
argument very compelling; it is true that the character and nature of our camps is very diverse and 
they must be given more leeway to conduct their own programs and operate in a manner that is 
manageable for them.  My current plan has been modified from its original form by saying we would 
encourage the camps to implement promotion and marketing as they can but that they must follow 
the standards established by the national for any promotion and marketing they undertake.  Having 
made these changes to the original plan, I proposed it is still important to remember that it is the 
camps and the men in them who provide the boots on the ground for the promotion and marketing of 
the SUVCW.   

It has been an interesting couple of months as I have sought advice and counsel regarding my plan 
from the committee and my brothers in the Department of the Chesapeake.  This report reflects 
where we are today and I hope it may provide a road map to where we go in the future.  I look 
forward to talking with the CoA during the meeting on the 18th of November and hearing your 
concerns and suggestions. 

 

Proposed Plan dated 22 September 2012 
PCinC Palmer, PDC Frail, Brothers Johnson and Dixon, 
 
I am sorry that it has taken so long to begin a conversation with you on the issues surrounding the 
promotion and marketing of our order.  
 
Four months ago, while attending the Department of Pennsylvania Encampment, PCinC Palmer and 
then SVC Mellor engaged me in a conversation that included promotion and marketing of our brand 
name.  Following that conversation, I was asked to serve as the committee chairman and work the 
development of a plan to increase public awareness of our activities and programs to aid in 
recruitment and fund raising.  In those four months, I have discussed the problem with leaders at 
every level within the Department of the Chesapeake.  Through those discussions and 
correspondence with brothers representing various departments, outlining suggestions and strategies 
to improve the SUVCW's brand name recognition and our advertising footprint, I began to formulate 
the vision that I now share with you. 
 
Here are my thoughts on developing a plan to utilize the structure and capabilities that already exist 
within our organization and begin implementing a strategic plan to increase public awareness of the 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
 
Our plan must be predicated on the idea that each level of our organization, like the organization of 
the federal system of government, has clearly defined tasks and duties to conduct in the name of the 
organization. Like Federalism which allows National, State, and Local government to conduct 
business at the appropriate level we must design our promotion and marketing program to allow each 
level to establish programs and make decisions. 
 
I am providing a rough draft plan, which list the basic tasks necessary each level of the organization 
to improve the public awareness of our name brand and image.  Please read this over and offer your 
suggestions and comments.   
 



37 
 

I intend to go to Remembrance Day and if possible take the rough draft plan and your comments to 
the COA. 
 
National Level 

Establish a National Advertising Plan intended to Gain Name Recognition for the SUVCW by: 

 Developing a Professionally created set of PSA's that Highlight the work of the SUVCW for 
broadcast on national and local media outlets. (similar to those used by the Methodist church 
to promote their brand.  These PSA's would be made available to Departments and Camps 
which would work to have them aired on regional and local media outlets) 

 Develop a National Social Media Advertising Plan (Social media is becoming the most 
common way of contacting younger individuals) 

 Create and Appoint a National Public Relations Position on the National Staff (Jobs would 
include the preparation of National Press Releases for events such as Remembrance day 
and Lincoln Death Day.  This position would also help coordinate the Regional Press 
Releases with the Departments for Major Events such as Memorial day in Arlington etc. The 
National PR position would also be responsible for the development of the PSA's) 

 Establish regulations for the use of media to protect the value of the Sons of  Union Veterans 
of the Civil War. 

 The national Council of Administration would expand the idea of partnering with 
Ancestry.com or other genealogical services (The Sons of the American Revolution are 
currently partnering with Ancestry to provide genealogical research assistance to wounded 
veterans with great success.  Ancestry recently presented the SAR with a check for $180,000 
to facilitate this cooperative effort which might prove a wonderful means of recruiting veterans 
who share our passion for patriotism and heritage.) 

 The establishment of a National Speakers Bureau to advertise, and track  public speaking 
opportunities that members of the Sons of Union Veterans participate in.  (This information 
would be put up on the webpage to advertise our availability to the public and the tracking 
would provide useful information on how involved we are in our communities. 

 The Development of closer ties our National Leadership and the National Leadership of 
Veterans groups such as the VFW, American Legion, Sons of the American Revolution, War 
of 1812 Society, AMVETS etc.  (These groups have many shared beliefs and large numbers 
of membership who also may have ties to the Civil War.) 

 National Officers would attempt to contact Large Civil War Round tables in major cities such 
as New York and Chicago and offer to speak at these organizations meetings on the work of 
the SUVCW and its continued dedication to the preservation of the GAR 
 

Department Level 

 Create an appointed Department Public relations officer on each Department Staff (Duties 
would be similar to the National PR with the following exceptions; the department PRO would 
be responsible for ensuring the distribution of PSA materials to the camps and for 
coordinating with regional media to have the PSA's shown regionally 

 The Department Public Relations Officer would Create a Department Advertising Plan 
(Department advertising plans would be forwarded to the National Publicity and Marketing 
Committee) 

 The Department Public relations officer would act as a clearing house for department media 
request 

 The Department Public relations officer would work cooperatively with the department JVC to 
assist in recruiting efforts by: creating local information booklets and distributing information 
booklets to the camps. 

 The Department Public relations officer would assist the department staff and camps in 
arranging recruiting booths at civil war events, heritage group programs, genealogical fairs , 
and other public events which offer opportunities for recruitment throughout the department  

 The Department Leadership would develop relationships with the regional leaders of the 
VFW, SAR, American Legion, etc. 
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 The Department Public Relations Officer would write and distribute Press releases for events 
within the department  and identified by the department leadership as key opportunities to 
promote the SUVCW 

 Department leadership would provide assistance to the National leadership in identifying  and 
contacting key leaders in the study or preservation of Civil War history  within their 
department 

 The Department Public relations officer will provide assistance to the camp leadership 
regarding the production and creation of advertising, Press releases, or recruiting information.   
 

 
Camp  Level 

 Local camp leaders are encouraged to  make every effort to implement an advertising plan 
which will follow the minimum standards as set forth by the national order by: 

1. identifying a contact persons for each television and print media source in their area  
2. creating and have on hand a standard press release and submit press releases for any and 

all events which they conduct. (The Department Public Affairs Officer would provide 
assistance if necessary) 

3. placing SUVCW membership  information in local libraries and genealogical research 
centers. 

4. contacting and developing relationships with other local veterans groups, heritage groups, 
Civil war round tables, and historic sites 

5. providing speakers to talk with local groups and schools on topics related to the Civil War or 
the GAR 

5.9 Real Sons & Daughters Special Committee, Dean E. Letzring 

 
No report given. 

5. 10 National Regulations Special Committee, James  B. Pahl, PCinC 

 
No report given. 

5.11 Restore Memorial Day Special Committee, Alan E. Peterson, PDC 
 

As the National Chairperson of the Committee to Restore Memorial Day back to May 30th, I am 
VERY disappointed with the involvement and lack of progress, lack of communications and lack of 
any and all requested reports as to the member’s progress in this important project. 
 
I, at the present time have only ONE active member on this committee and that being Brother Al Platt 
of Georgia. He has been very active, on this committee; I only wish I had more like him. 
 
As most of you are aware, we have suggested/recommended that Armed Forces Day (3rd Saturday 
of May) be made into a three day weekend and put Memorial Day back to May 30th, where it rightfully 
belongs.  Various polls have been conducted regarding this move and at least 95 % of the people 
spoken to agree. 
Here is our problem at the present time, WE DO NOT HAVE A SPONSOR IN THE SENATE OR THE 
HOUSE.  Sen. Inouye passed away, he was the key sponsor of this bill. Rep. Colleen Hannabusa 
introduced a bill in the house and sat in the Judiciary Committee for a while. 
 
Ms. Hannabusa decided to run for the Senate recently and was defeated; therefore we have NO ONE 
in congress at the present time. 
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We have urged, begged our committee members to take action, write, e mail, mail call senators and 
representatives throughout the country to see if we can get a bill up and running.  I have sent 
members of this committee sample letters, pictures, and other items so they could use them. 
 Again, no response from them, except Brother Platt.  I personally have sent out over 75 
letters/material thus far to members of the house and the senate on my own expense. 
 
If they would like to remain on the committee, I strongly urge them to start the ball rolling, if they no 
longer want to serve on this committee, then we should and shall seek new members. 
 
That is my report as of this date.  If I have stepped on toes, I am sorry, but I believe in this issue 
strongly. 

5.12 Vision and Strategic Planning Special Committee, Brian C. Pierson, PDC 
 

There is nothing significant to Report for the Strategic Vision Committee.  We are still analyzing data. 

5.13 Special Committee for Juniors, Brian C. Pierson, PDC 
 

There is nothing significant to Report for the Youth/Juniors Committee. We are still defining program 

scope, policies, and procedures. 

6.0 DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 

6.1 Department of California and Pacific, Thomas T. Graham, DC 
 

The Department of California and Pacific held their Department Encampment 6-7 March 2015 in 
Sacramento, California.  The Department Officers there elected were:  Commander Thomas T. 
Graham, PCC; Senior Vice Commander Dean A. Enderlin, PCC; Junior Vice Commander Rudy E. 
Velasco III, PCC; Secretary-Treasurer Owen R. Stiles, PCC; Council Member Daniel R, Earl, PCC; 
Council Member Charles W. Mabie, PDC; Council Member Timothy P. Reese, PDC. 

Past Department Commander Reese (when he was Department Commander) performed Multi-camp 
Installations in Los Angeles, CA, at Patriotic Hall on 17 January 2015 for 4 Camps, and at Fort Point, 
San Francisco, CA, on 24 January 2015 for 3 Camps.  He also oversaw the compliance with National 
Treasurer Orr’s order for Bylaws for 1 March 2015, and met the order’s demand by the due date. 

Current statistics for the Department of California and Pacific: 

 Membership has declined from 423 in 2013 to 364 in 2014.  A decline of 59 Brothers. 
 Number of Eagle Scout Certificates issued: 5 
 ROTC/JROTC Medals/Certificates issued: 12 

Number of events the Department sponsored or participated in: 87 

6.2 Department of the Chesapeake, Robert D. Pollock, DC 
 

The National Encampment Host Committee met in Fredericksburg, VA on 7 February 2015 to discuss 
and finalize long lead-time items needed for the encampment. Concepts for the Commemorative 
Medal and Encampment Badge were discussed and agreed to. Committee members provided 
updated statuses on their individual tasks. 

Since the meeting on 7 February, the following has been accomplished: 
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 A separate Department checking account was established for managing funds related to the 
National Encampment 

 Entertainment for the Campfire on Friday, 21 August has been confirmed and will be provided 
by the Calvert Arms Fife and Drum unit 

 A contract for entertainment for the Allied Orders banquet on Saturday, 22 August has been 
signed with Dragon Fyre, who will provide period background music 

 An agreement was established with the hotel to provide a children’s meal @ $17.00 for the 
Allied Orders Banquet  

 Tour itineraries were set for a morning and an afternoon tour on Thursday, 20 August 

 A deposit has been made with the Winn Transportation company for a bus for the tours on 
Thursday, 20 August 

 Hotel and reservation information was advertised in the Winter edition of the Banner and on 
the National website 

 National Encampment Program Book order forms were posted in the Winter edition of the 
Banner and on the National website 

 Design of the Commemorative medal was finalized with Emblematics, the company that will 
produce them. This is the same company the Department used for the 2011 National 
Encampment. 

 An article and artwork for the back cover was provided to the Banner editor for the Spring 
Edition of the Banner 

 Remaining order forms for tours, commemorative medal, vendor tables, and Allied Orders 
Banquet were provided to the Banner editor for the Spring edition of the Banner and to the 
National webmaster to post on the National website. 

 Worked with the National Site committee chairman to resolve a number of issues with the 
Omni Hotel’s reservation system when it was first activated. 

 

Most of the needed long lead-time items are in place. The single remaining item is the design for the 
Encampment badge which should be accomplished by mid-April. The committee is well on schedule 
in preparing for the National Encampment in August. 

6.3 Department of Colorado & Wyoming, James M. Barker, DC 
 

The following is a summary of the activities of the Department of Colorado & Wyoming during Nov – 
Mar 2015: 

 
a. All Camps have elected officers for 2015. 

 
b. Several Camps have participated in Veterans Day celebrations. Members of several Camps 

participated in “Wreaths Across America” activities. 
 

c. This has been a sad period as the Department mourned the loss of PDC Chuck Counts, 
DJVC & Camp Commander (Camp1) Robert LeMaster and Sister Brenda Cheney, WRC. 

 
d. Plans are under way for Memorial Day commemorations. 

 
e. Centennial Camp 100 reports that the Camp’s GAR Memorial project at Riverside Cemetery 

is almost complete and should be dedicated later this year. 
 

Recommendation 1: Reports & recommendations submitted to the COA should continue to be 
forwarded to the Departments annotated with action taken to facilitate an exchange of information. 

 

Recommendation 2: A summary of actions approved by the national encampment (in a little more 
detail than the highlights that appear in the Banner) be sent to the Departments. 
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6.4 Department of Connecticut, Hank Cullinane, DSec 
 

Connecticut has five camps in good standing with the interim Sedgewick camp finalizing its 
paperwork in early January and becoming a full fledge camp.   

Sedgewick camp secured a meeting facility at former Civil War Governor William Buckingham.  With 
help from Alden Skinner Camp members they rescued artifacts that were deteriorating in the leaking 
attic.  Included in these artifacts is a painting of General John Sedgewick the highest ranking Union 
casualty in the Civil War and the namesake of the camp.  Currently it is on display in the New 
England Civil War museum as the camp is raising money to have it restored. 
 
H A Grant camp has gained a couple of members recently through the national site.  This adds to 
their steady membership.  While not an extremely active camp we are hoping these new members 
might breathe some new life into the camp. 
 
Wooster Russell camp is a very active camp and has plans to participation in the Derby Memorial 
Day Parade and memorial service participation.  They will have a short memorial service at the Derby 
Civil War monument and will lay wreaths there and at the graves of Cols. William Wooster in Ansonia 
and Charles Russell in Derby, as they do every year. Several members will be participating in a 
special End of Civil War ceremony at the Oxford Congregational Church on Saturday, April 11 at 1 
P.M. They plan to have a small presence at the Woodbury Civil War encampment and reenactment in 
August. Then, several will be in Gettysburg in November for Dedication Day on the 19th and will take 
part in the Remembrance Day Parade on the 21st.  In addition, their camp commander takes part in 
The Illumination in the Soldier's Cemetery by serving as an Honor Guard. 

Alden Skinner camp saw the long winter played havoc with meeting nights.  The New England Civil 
War Museum that the camp runs saw decreased attendance over the winter too.  The spring is 
bringing a very active season.  First the scholarship committee will be choosing this year’s recipient 
from Rockville high school.  Next the camp will be hosting the Department Encampment on May 2

nd
.  

In May the museum will have two authors doing presentation on new books about Connecticut 
regiments.  The end of the month will bring Memorial week activities included placing of the flags and 
a ceremony at Col. Thomas Burpee’s grave.   

Admiral Foote camp is having some problems.  We have a Dept. goal to make a concerted effort to 
revitalize Admiral Foote this year. 

6.5 Department of Florida, Clair D. Whitlam, DC 

 
Department Secretary Custer has sent out via the U.S. Postal Service letters to all donors of funds for 
the Olustee Monument Commission for the proposed monument, giving them several options as to 
what they want done with their contribution.  He included a self-stamped return envelope for them to 
return a signed document. 

The last remaining member of the Olustee Monument Commission sent me his resignation and I 
accepted it, I was in the process of issuing a Department Order decommissioning that Commission, 
when I was reminded that we are suspended from conducting business until that suspension is 
lifted.  The final disposition of the funds that remain in the Florida General Fund that were collected 
will be resolved at the Department Encampment in June. 

6.6 Department of Georgia and South Carolina, Mark A. Hale, DC 
 

It is my pleasure to submit the Department Commander’s report for the Department of Georgia and 
South Carolina to the brothers attending the Council of Administration meeting for the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War.   
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Not resting on our laurels from the 2014 National Encampment the Department of Georgia and South 
Carolina continues to move forward.  All Camps in the Department continue to actively recruit new 
members, and all are involved with hosting and attending events that puts the message of the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War out to the public.  One of the upcoming events will be a Traditional 
Memorial Day Observance at a local cemetery on the 30

th
 of May.  Other veterans’ organizations 

have been recruited to help make this a true community event. 

An Application for Permission to Form a Camp (Form 51) along with the required Charter fee has 
been forwarded to the National Organization. This application is for the Edward Wallace Camp 21 in 
Beaufort, South Carolina.  The Wallace Camp has existed for many years and is primarily made up of 
descendants from USCT units.  Due to unfortunate circumstances the Wallace Camp left the National 
Organization and is now ready to return.  The Camp is also in possession of an intact GAR Hall in 
Beaufort, South Carolina.  I would again ask that no fines or penalties be imposed on this Camp, and 
they be allowed to rejoin the National Organization. 

At our upcoming Department Encampment the Department will be forming an exploratory committee 
to investigate the feasibility of the Department of Georgia and South Carolina hosting the 2021 
National Encampment in Charleston, South Carolina. 

6.7 Department of Illinois, James L. Lyon, DC 
 

The Department of Illinois and its Camps are still working hard to meet our obligations to keep alive 
the history of our Civil War Veterans from our state and those that settled here. I’m very proud of my 
own General E. F. Dutton Camp # 49 as it raised over $13000 to repair a Civil War monument located 
on the grounds of the DeKalb County Courthouse in Sycamore, Illinois. Each of our camps will be 
having services to rededicate markers and monuments throughout the state.  

Our Department officers have been working hard to keep our membership informed of the paper work 
that needs to be sent in on a timely manner to our Department & National officers. I believe we have 
met those requests that have been sent to us by your Staff. Both our Department Secretary and 
Treasurer have done an outstanding job of giving us help and direction in making these reports. 

At our Encampment on May 9
th
 we will have the honor of your visit at the General John A Logan 

Camp #26 in Rockford, IL. This is a wonderful place to hold this event as it is one of only a few 
Veterans Memorial Halls that still exists in the state of Illinois. It was dedicated in 1903 by Theodore 
Roosevelt as a sitting President. We will have election of officers at that meeting and are hoping that 
you would do the honors of swearing in these new officers to their elected positions. At our last 
midterm we did break-out sessions with our key officers and it was well received and we will again be 
doing that. This is the time (twice a year) that I have the opportunity to talk with all my Staff and Camp 
officers. It gives them time to share what is going on with their Camp, hear new ideas, and solve 
problems. 

Our 2016 National Encampment Committee has been meeting regularly under the direction of Brother 
Bill Johnson. This has brought the Brothers of Illinois together to present an outstanding 2016 
National Encampment for all of those with a connection to the SUVCW. A large number of these 
Brothers plan to attend the National Encampment in Richmond, VA. They plan to have a great deal of 
the information ready at the Lincoln Tomb service in Springfield this April and then for the Richmond 
National Encampment. 

 

This spring will be very busy for the Department of Illinois. 
April 4

th    
Memorial Service for a Real Son, Carson Yeager, Stockton IL. 

April 10
th
 Lincoln Tomb Service in Springfield and Dr. Stephenson Service in Petersburg, IL. 

April 15
th
 Lincoln Death Day Service, Springfield, IL. 

May 1
st
 – 3

rd
 Lincoln Funeral Re-Enactment, Springfield, IL.  

May 9
th
  Department Encampment, Rockford IL. 
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The Brothers of Illinois are very proud to serve those that came before us, and preserve the past for 
those that will come after us. 

6.8 Department of Indiana, William R. Adams, DC 
 

As reported in October a committee was created to investigate and develop a method to resolve the 
current situation of the 26

th
 Indiana Monument at Vicksburg which is no longer on Park Property. The 

Department of Iowa was the first to become involved with this issue as there are Iowa and Missouri 
monuments that are near the Indiana monument and separated from the park property. Brother David 
Lamb and I spoke at some length on the history of the situation and discussed strategy to possibly 
remedy the separation.  In February Brother Lamb contacted me to report that it appears a solution 
has been reached. The result would have all Monuments placed back on Vicksburg Park Property 
possibly by the end of this summer. The Indiana Monument has two (2) bronze seals of the State of 
Indiana missing. I am now contacting state of Indiana authorities to help us find a way to replace both 
seals. Once the Monument is placed back on Vicksburg Park Grounds we will add the seals. 

On October 25, I attended and spoke at the re-dedication of the Memorial Opera House in 
Valparaiso. The re-dedication of the Opera House occurred to acknowledge the return of the SUVCW 
back into this building built in 1893 by the Chaplin Brown Post of the GAR.  David D. Porter Camp, 
116 now holds it meetings in the same room as the Chaplin Brown Post. 

On November 1
st
 I attended Champion Hill Camp # 17’s dual program to honor the Common Soldier 

and Brig. General George Wagner. Brig. General George Wagner commanded the 15
th
 Indiana 

Regiment during the Civil War. The ceremonies were held at the Armstrong Chapel located in the 
country side in Northwestern Warren County Indiana. I spoke briefly in a full to capacity Armstrong 
Chapel on the SUVCW and then Mr. Bill Crane spoke on the life of the Common Soldier in the Civil 
War. We then moved outside to the cemetery next to the chapel where Brig. General Wagner was 
remembered by his ancestors, and the SVR, I placed a wreath at his grave. 

I attended and conducted the Department of Indiana’s Midwinter Encampment on January 31, 2015. 
This meeting was held at the previously mentioned Memorial Opera House in Valparaiso Indiana. 
Due to its history and it having been the former meeting location for the Chaplin Brown Post 106 of 
the GAR; it made the perfect location for this meeting. Additionally it provided an opportunity for the 
other Department of Indiana Camps to see this beautiful old historical building. (See the Banner 
article) 

6.9 Department of Iowa, David M. Lamb, DC 
 

What follows is a brief summation of the principle activities of the Department of Iowa for the most 
current reporting period; condensed, as it were from its original seventeen pages. 

I have included in this digest only those items that I believe to be of significant importance in the 
administration of this Department.  

5 November 2014. Having been informed that the apparent sole remaining monetary issue to be 
resolved with our National Report from last year is the issuance of a Department of Iowa check in the 
amount of $15.00 to cover per-capita dues (from 2013) for Sen. Dennis Black, Col. Robert Pitts, and 
Mr. Rodney Gaard, I sent an e-mail to Dr. Les Weber (Dept. Treasurer) instructing him to immediately 
dispatch a check in that amount to Exec. Director Demmy and to post it via overnight mail.  I asked 
him to notify me when said check has been posted.   
 
I received a cc of an e-mail from Exec Dir. Demmy to PDC Rittel, which leads me to the assumption 
that the Form 35 from Sec’y. Braden has not, as yet, been received. I once again attempted to 
contact Secretary Braden to learn what the status is of our Form 35, but have received no response 
from him. 
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19th November 2014. General Order No 13 was not formally published by National Secretary Russ 
until today.  Immediately upon receipt of same from the Secretary, I forwarded the document to Chief 
of Staff Stahr and asked that it be published on the Department website.  I also informed DSVC Krock 
and PDC’s Braden, Grim, and Rittel of the receipt of the document as all of them have worked to 
affect it’s issuance in some manner over the past weeks. 
 
14 February 2015. I received an e-mail from National Secretary Russ relating to CINC Campbell’s 
General Order # 15 compelling the production of recent copies of each Department’s individual By-
Laws to be sent to National Treasurer Orr prior to 1 March, 2015.  I immediately sent a query (also via 
e-mail) to Dept. Sec’y. Braden asking that he provide me with same for signature and submission to 
National. 
 
22 February 2015. I met with Secretary Braden to review his collected documentation for submission 
to National Treasurer Orr.  All appears to be in order, and I thanked Brother Jim for his diligent efforts 
in getting these matters ironed out in so expeditious a manner. 
 
10 March 2015.  This evening I telephoned PCIN James Pahl, National Legal Counsel, to inform him 
that in the course of investigating potential fraudulent practices on the part of personnel in one of our 
Iowa SVR Units, we had uncovered information that two camps (Twombley #2, and Bates #64) within 
the Department of Iowa had lost their Federal tax-exempt status’ for non-compliance with annual 
reporting requirements.  I had personally verified this information through the Internal Revenue 
Service website and had also asked PDC Ronald F. Rittel to independently do likewise.  PCINC Pahl 
advised me that holding valid tax-exempt status was a requirement for being considered to be “in 
good standing” within the Order, and Camps that were no longer tax exempt did not meet that criteria.  
PCINC Pahl advised me that I needed to immediately suspend the offending camps until such time as 
they could provide evidence that they were taking steps to appeal their loss of exemption and had 
paid the required fees to institute reviews of their situations. 

I also telephoned Col. Donald Darby, AG/SVR and obtained his advice pertaining to the Iowa officer 
and Senior Non-commissioned officer who appear to have committed fraudulent acts; and, also 
informed him of other irregularities pertaining to units within the Fourth Military District.  Col. Darby 
advised that these units should be suspended immediately and not allowed to participate in further 
uniformed functions as representatives of this Order. 

I obtained a clarification e-mail from PCINC Pahl advising that members of the suspended camps 
who hold the “rank” of being Past Department Commanders would still be allowed to be seated as 
delegates at the State Encampments and could vote on issues to come before the membership. 
Other members of the suspended camps who have not transferred to viable camps could attend the 
encampment but could not act as voting delegates.  (Those individuals would NOT be charged 
registration fees to attend as guests). 

I then contacted Secretary James Braden, PDC, and advised him of the situation concerning the two 
Iowa Camps.  Secretary Braden provided me with a spreadsheet that contained the fiscal information 
and EIN numbers for all Iowa Camps so that I can personally check them on the IRS websites. 

11 March, 2015.  Today, it was my odious duty to issue Department Special Order 2015-1 which 
immediately imposes SUSPENSIONS upon the Voltaire P. Twombley Camp #2; and the Sgt. Norman 
F. Bates Camp # 64, for failing to file their required Internal Revenue Service 990N e-postcards 
resulting in both camps losing their tax-exempt status.  The camps are enjoined from conducting 
further business as entities of this Department other than they must pay all outstanding bills; and 
assist their members in transferring to other camps if they so desire.  The Camp Commanders were 
given ten days from the date of publication of the Order (or until 21 March, 2015) to submit evidence 
that they have instituted the necessary reviews and paid associated fees that might result in the re-
gaining of their status; or, must turn in their Camp Charters. 

I forwarded a copy of Department Special Order 2015-1 to DSVC Krock so that he will be informed. 
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Department Special Order 2015-1 has been sent to CoS/Signals Officer Stahr with a request that he 
post it on the Department website. 

23 March, 2015. Today, I sent out a final call to Department Officers for the submission of their 
reports prior to the up-coming encampment.  

I also prepared a summation of Department activities since 31st October for submission to CIC 
Campbell and the CofA through National CoS Martin. 

As above stated, this document is a drastically reduced version of the longer (28 page) annual report 
to the membership of the Department of Iowa.  During my tenure as Department Commander, I have 
visited seven of the nine remaining Camps in Iowa, and have availed myself of every opportunity to 
visit with brothers and sisters of the Order in every corner of the State.  I have maintained close ties 
with the Governor, the Iowa Legislature, and the Adjutant General of the State of Iowa, and have 
continuously sought to interface to the greatest extent possible with all of the varied veteran’s 
organizations (VFW, American Legion, AMVETS and VVA).  We maintain close ties with all other 
hereditary lineage societies in the area; and continue to provide counsel to various museum and 
genealogical societies.  I am pleased to report that I believe we are to be successful this legislative 
session in obtaining appropriations in several areas of historic preservation that of significant interest 
to this group. 

While we face many of the same challenges here in Iowa as are being experienced by others across 
the Order with tax issues, and declining membership, I believe that by and large the Department of 
Iowa will continue to thrive; and, to strive to fulfill the promise to our ancestors to keep green the 
memories of what they did to save our nation and our Constitutional Union.  So may it ever be! 

It has been an honor to serve the citizens of my state, the brethren of my Order, and the National 
Organization of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War as Department Commander. 

6.10 Department of Kansas, Kent M. Melcher, DC 
 

I was elected and installed as Commander of the Department of Kansas at the January, 2015, 
Department Encampment, and am proud to serve in the state where the Civil War began at the Battle 
of Black Jack on June 2, 1856. 

My ancestor, Second Lieutenant Ezekiel Kohler Schwartz, Company B, 115
th
 Illinois Volunteer 

Infantry, campaigned through Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia.  My great-grandfather 
was called up with Granger’s Reserve Corps to the defense of Snodgrass Hill at Chickamauga on 
September 20, 1863.  Company B’s First Lieutenant being wounded and carried from the field, GGF 
Schwartz and Captain Eleazer Slocum led Company B with the rest of the 115th to hold the right side 
of the Union line against repeated assaults by Sugg’s Tennesseans and Texans.  Completely out of 
ammunition, and after two bayonet charges, the regiment retired at twilight at the conclusion of the 
fighting on September 20, 1863. 

The 115
th
 went on to perform valiantly at Dalton, Tunnel Hill, Buzzard Roost Gap, and Resaca, as 

well as guarding the rail lines in the rear of the Union advance.  In December, 1864, the regiment 
participated in the defense of Nashville. 

On returning home, my great grandfather, now First Lieutenant Schwartz, returned to farming and 
teaching school.  He served as Post Commander of the GAR Post in Shelby County, Illinois, burying 
many of his comrades, observing Memorial Day, and marching in many patriotic parades. 

 It gives me great satisfaction to carry on my great-grandfather’s legacy of service to the “Boys in 
Blue”, dedicating headstones, observing Memorial Day, and promoting awareness of the sacrifices 
that our ancestors made to preserve the Union.  Especially in this day of great divisiveness in our 
country, I believe it is important for the Sons of Union Veterans to call our citizens to Union! 
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As Commander, I have set a meeting of the Department’s Vision Committee, with its purpose to 
examine potential programs that may be undertaken by our Camps, with two purposes:  1) to explore 
ways that our camps may educate our citizens, especially the young, and about causes of the War of 
Rebellion, the dedication of our political leaders and our soldiers in fighting for Union; and 2) to recruit 
new and younger members, who will carry on the purpose of the Sons of Union Veterans and the 
Grand Army of the Republic.  I believe we have several locations in Kansas where new camps may 
be formed. 

On March 14 I had the privilege of initiating charter members of our newest Camp, Humboldt #9, and 
installing camp officers.  The camp will recruit from Allen, Bourbon, Neosho, and Woodson counties 
in Kansas.  I want to thank especially, and congratulate, JVDC William Fischer for his diligent work in 
organizing Humboldt Camp #9.  This new Camp is the direct result of the Department’s responding to 
a request from the local historical museum to dedicate a headstone for Rufus Anderson, who enlisted 
in the First Kansas Colored Regiment.   

Private Anderson escaped slavery in Arkansas and made his way by the Underground Railroad to Ft. 
Scott, Kansas, where he enlisted under an alias, so his slave masters would not be able to find him.  
After the war, Pvt Anderson returned to settle in Humboldt, KS, where his descendants reside to this 
day.  Historian Carolyn Whitaker promoted the event through local media, with the result that about 
forty citizens attended the dedication ceremony.  In addition, Private Anderson’s descendants, the 
Humboldt High School band, and VFW from Chanute, Kansas, participated in the ceremony. 

In cooperation with the Department of Missouri, I participated on March 22, 2015, in a Medal of Honor 
Commemoration at the grave of Private Wilbur Fiske Moore.  Private Moore was cited for 
“extraordinary heroism on 16 December, 1864, while serving with Company C, 117

th
 Illinois Infantry, 

in action at Nashville, TN.  Private Moore captured the flag of a Confederate battery while far in 
advance of the Union lines.”  Ironically, Private Moore and my great-grandfather Schwartz were at 
Camp Butler, Springfield, Illinois, at the same time in September/October, 1862, prior to their 
deployment.  The 117

th
 and 115

th
 took different paths during the war, but came back together at the 

Battle of Nashville in December, 1864. 

6.11 Department of Kentucky, John Kalbfleisch, DC 
 

Nothing to report. 

6.12 Department of Maine, Charles McGillicuddy, DC 
 

Nothing to report. 

6.13 Department of Massachusetts, Edward J. Norris, DC  
 

Our Department Encampment is on April 24 and 25 in Boxborough, Massachusetts, JVCinC Martin 
will be installing our newly elected officers. Things have been running fairly smoothly since the last 
report. All camps had their elections and installation of officers completed before January 31. We did 
have a few camps that did not submit their bylaws to the National Treasurer in time for the 501(c)(3) 
requirement; we'll need to figure out how to get their status changed.  
 
All camps reported their EINs in time. Unfortunately, a snow storm, and there were many, forced us to 
cancel our Annual Lincoln Day Brunch.   
 
Brother Ed Norris will be finishing his second and final year as Department Commander. 

6.14 Department of Michigan, Paul T. Davis, DC 
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The Department of Michigan currently consists of 23 Camps and one Camp At Large. At this time all 
Camps are viable and the Department has completed the Installation of Camp Officers for the 2015–
2016 term. Two Camps within the Department of Michigan have celebrated their 100

th
 Year 

anniversary. With that said, while continuing to be viable, we do have one Camp where the birthdates 
of several of the Brothers are in the range of 1923 and 1924. This may present a challenge in the 
very near future.  

The passing of our elderly Brothers and infirmity of others continues to be a burden on the 
Department’s membership numbers. As we traveled the state we were encouraged, however, that 
many of the Camps in the Department are initiating new members. While we have a few junior and 
younger members, recruiting youth continues to be a challenge. We are hopeful that these new 
Brothers will provide a significant offset for Brothers lost.  It will remain unclear as to our final head 
count, however, until all Forms 27 have been submitted to the Department and the Form 35 Annual 
Report is completed. If the past is any indication, new Brothers are replacing lost Brothers at about a 
60% level which still results is a downward trend in total membership.  

The Department is acutely aware of this trend and is actively engaged in numerous activities focused 
on the recruitment of new Brothers as well as retention of existing Brothers. The state of our economy 
continues to be a challenge for Brothers who cannot afford membership dues or the costs associated 
with travel and participation. To the credit of many Camps within the Department, and in the spirit of 
Fraternity and Charity, they have dipped into their Treasuries to cover dues and per capita payments 
for Brothers who cannot do so. Even at that, Camps cannot long continue such practices.  

As an example of one of our recruiting efforts, the Department regularly attends the Jackson Civil War 
Muster held here in Jackson, Michigan which attracts approximately 30,000 to 40,000 visitors many of 
whom have some interest in the Civil War. Our display and reception area was large and remarkable 
and we have been able to get new Brothers via venues such as this. We also attend smaller Civil War 
and genealogical related events to garner interest by helping visitors find their Civil War ancestor(s). 

At the River of Time, a time line living history event in Bay City, Michigan, the Department and Grant 
Camp 67 Brothers have set up a recruiting booth and invite visitors who have numbered as high as 
60,000 during the event to search for their Civil War ancestors. At least three other Camps utilize the 
same, Find Your Civil War Ancestor, approached to garner new members as well as provide 
exposure to the public. 

The branding efforts of the Department and the individual Camps within the Department continues to 
grow with greater public recognition with any and all media outlets and our success in this area 
continues to provide exposure and recognition for the Sons of Union Veterans of The Civil War. Our 
cooperation with the VFW and American Legion at parades and Dedication Ceremonies continues to 
foster greater exposure and improved working relationships. 

We are also making significant inroads with ROTC and JROTC units in the state as well as growing 
our Eagle Scout Award program which we are hopeful will generate more interest from youthful 
members. One of the Camps in the Department has adopted a middle school and for the past 8 years 
performed educational programs for 5 Eight Grade Classes. Many of the Brothers are also Civil War 
Roundtable members and carry our message to these venues including making presentations.  

To foster better communication within the Department, Camps have been encouraged to publish 
Newsletters and share these with the other Camps. The number of Newsletters has grown and have 
been well received by other Camps and have generated ideas based on events and activities in 
which other Camps have participated.  

Our Graves Registration efforts continue to perform at an exceptional level. Brother Richard Danes, 
Department GRO and his many Camp GROs are to be commended for their exceptional efforts and 
diligence to ensure no Civil War soldier goes unnoticed and forgotten. 
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The Department Monuments and Memorials Officer is very active as well. As a result of information 
obtained from a now deceased Brother, Brother Bruce Butgereit has redoubled his efforts to get this 
information into the public domain. 

The Department has completed the transfer of its archives to the former Brainerd GAR Post 111 in 
Eaton Rapids, Michigan which now operates as the Grand Army of The Republic Memorial Hall and 
Museum. The museum’s collection continues to grow and support from the public has been well 
received. In addition, to cataloging and creating digital files of its holdings, the museum also serves 
as an education and research center as well as a records repository. Department of Michigan 
Brothers Keith Harrison and Gary Gallagher serve on the museum’s board of directors. Brother 
Gallagher is also the GAR Records Officer for the Department of Michigan.  

The Department of Michigan continues to very visible outside the state. We participate in many 
national events on a regular basis including the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony in Springfield, Illinois; the 
Doctor Stephenson Service in Petersburg, Illinois; and annually attended the Gettysburg 
Remembrance events including marching in the parade, serving as an Honor Guard at the Woolson 
Memorial Service, and other Michigan dedication services.  

The Department formed a committee to explore the hosting of a National Encampment in 2017. A 
proposal was prepared and submitted to the National Encampment Site Committee. The Site 
Committee will be visiting the Department on April 17 and 18, 2015 to perform its site evaluation. 

6.15 Department of Missouri and Arkansas, Glennon Alsop, DC 
 

Since the last report the Department has had one meeting on March 7
th
 at the Capital Building in 

Jefferson City. Some of the items discussed at the meeting were the formation of the Abraham 
Lincoln Camp # 2 in Branson, Mo. We also discussed the final details regarding the closing of the 
McPherson Camp in Arkansas. Since the meeting I have issued a Department order suspending the 
Sigel Camp #614 in Rolla, Mo. As they have fallen below the required number of members. It is 
hoped that the Camp can be saved but the only remaining member of the camp is transferring to 
another Camp in the Department.  

A committee was formed in the Department headed by Don Palmer PC-in-C to solicit funds for the 
repair of the Missouri Monument at the Vicksburg National Battlefield.  

On Nov. 1
st
 2014 the Gen. Thomas Fletcher Camp dedicated a monument at Mooney’s’ Bridge in 

Desoto, Mo.  

Members of the Department are involved in the Lincoln Day ceremony in Springfield, Il in April and 
the Lincoln Funeral Ceremony in May. 

There are other events going on that members of the Department are involved in with the start of the 
new year. The next Department Encampment will be in Jefferson City on June 7

th
, at the Capitol.      

6.16 Department of Nebraska, William Dean, DC 
 

Shiloh Camp 2 in Lincoln:  
November – Gettysburg address at Capital building in Lincoln, NE.    
December – Wreaths across America at Wyuka Cemetery in Lincoln, NE.    
February – Nebraska Rangers stood guard at the Lincoln statue on Lincoln birthday at Capital 

building in Lincoln, NE.  I also displayed my artifacts inside the Capital building that 
day.    Nebraska Rangers recruited members at Lincoln Birthday celebration at 
Southwest High in Lincoln, NE.   I also displayed my artifacts at the celebration that 
day.    
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Harrison Camp at Wisner marched in the St. Patrick ’s Day parade.   They also cleaned and refolded 
flags at Pilger that go on veterans graves.   (Pilger was hit by 2 E4 tornadoes on June 16, 2014 which 
basically wiped out the town.  The town is slowly being rebuilt.)  

6.17 Department of New Hampshire, David A. Nelson, DC 
 

I am pleased to report the following for the Department of New Hampshire: 

 The 133
rd

 Annual Encampment of the Department of NH will be held on April 18, 2015  We will be 
privileged to have National Commander Tad Campbell at our encampment and National President 
of the Auxiliary Rachael Campbell. 

 In October of 2014 it was reported that the Department of NH had one camp in suspension for a 
number of discrepancies in reports and financial reporting. I am pleased to report that the brothers 
of Camp 5 with the aid of  PDC Dan Murray acting as special counsel have resolved these 
problems and have brought the camp back into good order.  Camp 5 has been removed from 
suspension and is now in full standing with the department. 

 Brothers of Camp 7 are active in working with the state on preservation efforts of its Civil War 
Flags. 

 On February 7
th

 the Department held its annual Defenders Day Observance (held to celebrate the 
Birthday of Abraham Lincoln).  This event was well attended to hear a talk by Camp 60 
Commander T.J. Cullinane entitled “Now He Belongs to the Ages, Granite Staters with Father 
Abraham at the End” 

 The Department of NH continues to work with the city of Franklin, NH to help with restoration 
efforts of its GAR post located in Soldiers Memorial Building that also houses city hall and other 
city offices.  This GAR Hall is only one of three in the State of NH that is virtually intact and is 
named for George F. Sweat Co. F 5

th
 Regiment NH Volunteers killed at Antietam.  We have 

established good relations with the City of Franklin and have assisted with efforts to clean and 
restore the Hall.  Camp 7 meets several times a year in this Hall. 

6.18 Department of New Jersey, David Martin, DSec/Treas 

 
I regret to inform that our commander, Jeffrey Heagy, has been seriously ill recently and unable to file 
any reports.  We will try to get things moving at an officers meeting on April 11. 

Our Department Encampment will be on Saturday, June 13, 10 Am - 3 Pm, at Fratelli's Italian 
Restaurant, 1414 Route 130, Burlington, NJ 08016. 

6.19 Department of New York, George J. Weinmann, DC 
 

The New York Department is proud to be part of the National Order of the Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War. The department continues to perpetuate the memory of our Civil War ancestors. The 
department continues to hold ceremonies throughout New York State for the 150th Anniversary of the 
Civil War. The New York Department continues to have a very productive year. 

 On November 15, 2015, I marched with New York Department members in the Annual 
Remembrance Day Parade in Gettysburg, PA. Before the parade, I attended the memorial service at 
the Albert Woolson GAR Monument. I also attended the breakfast run by the Sons of Veterans 
Reserve in the morning. The weather was very good and the parade had a great turnout. We are 
proud of our SVR Brothers! 

 I attended two Christmas Parties during the holiday season. Oliver Tilden Camp #26, SUVCW held 
its Christmas Party on Dec. 6, 2014 at the Trinity-St Andrew's Lutheran Church, Maspeth, Queens, 
NY. Then on Dec. 14, 2014, I attended the Moses Baldwin Camp 544, SUVCW Christmas Party.  I 
also had the honor as Department Commander to swear in their new camp officers. I wished them 
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luck with their new camp positions. NY DUVCW Dept. Pres. Eileen Sleckman was there with some of 
her members. 

On Saturday, January 17, 2015,  I attended the annual luncheon held by Admiral John L. Worden 
Camp 150 at Mary Kelly's restaurant in Beacon, NY. The event was well attended. Members of the 
Allied Orders were present. New York DUVCW Department President Eileen Sleckman was there to 
give greetings. I thanked Camp Commander Matt Hereford for inviting me, Janice Weinmann and 
Tilden Camp member James F. Bond. Matt is our Department JVC and our GAR Highway officer. 
Everyone had a great time! 

The Sgt. Judson Hicks Camp #111, SUVCW is a new camp in Arcadia, NY.  It is in the process of 
obtaining their new charter from national. Interim Commander Daryl VerSteate, & NY Department 
Secretary Robert Pugsley, PDC have helped to form the new camp. Commander VerSteate helped to 
raise donations of new toys for Christmas to help veterans' families. Great job Brothers! 

The New York Department has been informed that National Council of Administration member 
Edward J. Norris will be attending our 132nd Encampment of the Department of New York, Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War. The Encampment will take place at the Holiday Inn in Saratoga 
Springs, NY on May 1, 2, 3, 2015.  The New York Department, Daughters of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War and the NY Department Auxiliary, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War will also hold 
their encampments at the same location. The New York Department, SUVCW is honored to have 
Edward J. Norris as our national representative at our upcoming New York Encampment in Saratoga 
Springs, New York. 

Oliver Tilden Camp #26, SUVCW and I are preparing for its Annual Grant Birthday Commemoration 
at Grant’s Tomb located at 122nd Street and Riverside Drive in Manhattan, NY. The event will be 
held on Sunday, April 26, 2015 at 11:00 am. Many national and department officers and members of 
the Allied Orders will be present. We are honored to learn that both National Commander-in-Chief 
Tad Campbell and National Auxiliary President Rachelle Campbell plan to be in attendance. Keynote 
speaker is Commander-in-Chief Waldron K. Post, II, Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States. Patriotic and historic organizations attend each year. Members of the Daughters of the 
Confederacy and the Archibald Gracie Camp #985 Sons of Confederate Veterans plan to be in 
attendance again this year. This event is the highlight of the year for the camp and the New York 
Department, SUVCW.      

 The New York Department continues to support Oliver Tilden Camp #26, in NYC and the Greenpoint 
Monitor Museum’s efforts to develop the museum’s shoreline and establish a building on their land. 
The museum shares the launch site of the USS Monitor. The museum is applying for Grant money 
that is available from a $19.5 Million Dollar lawsuit that was won against Mobile Oil. The museum is 
applying for grant money for engineering to develop its shoreline with a new shore protection, soil, 
vegetation, walkway, pier and a dock. The community will benefit from it if the shoreline is developed. 
It will protect the surrounding properties from flooding from storms like Sandy. NOAA plans to dock its 
research vessel at the museum’s dock and conduct Environmental classes to the public. PS 110 “The 
Monitor School” is a supporting partner to the project and has provided a classroom in their school for 
the museum’s “Greenpoint Monitor Museum Road Show”. The road show teaches the history of the 
Civil War, John Ericsson and the USS Monitor. Find attached a copy of the museum’s vision of its 
land where it shares the USS Monitor launch site.  This will be a great accomplishment for the 
museum and the Sons of Union Veterans if all goes as planned! 

On January 30, 2015, National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) visited PS 110 “The 
Monitor School” in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, NY. It was the 153rd anniversary of the Launching of the 
USS Monitor off the Greenpoint shores. NOAA gave a presentation to the schoolchildren in the 
auditorium on the discovery, conservation and National Marine Sanctuary of the USS Monitor. NOAA 
gave the museum a piece of coal from the USS Monitor. I accepted the coal on behalf of the 
museum, which added it to their Civil War collection for all the children to enjoy. What a wonderful 
gift! 
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Also on January 30, 2015, The Greenpoint Monitor Museum set up an afternoon meeting with the 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams and Deputy President Diana Reyna at their Brooklyn 
Borough Hall office. Tilden Camp, NOAA, along with members of local community organizations and 
politicians were there to give the museum support. The meeting was very successful. The museum 
looks forward to working with the Brooklyn Borough President’s Office to help make the museum a 
reality.   Topics discussed: 

1. The work of NOAA's National Marine Sanctuaries and in particular the USS  Monitor 
National  Marine Sanctuary 

2. NOAA's partnership with The Greenpoint Monitor Museum & the importance of 
establishing the Museum on its donated  land. 

3. Establishment  of the USS Monitor Trail which will include a NOAA  marker  on  the 
Museum's land  in Greenpoint. 

4. The unveiling of  the Marker on May 29 with a history event that day 
5. Conceptual renderings prepared by AECOM of the Museum's land showing public 

waterfront access, raised elevation for  flood  control, land stabilization, living shoreline, 
dock for NOAA's research/education vessel with boardwalk through living  shore. You 
can view the conceptual renderings on the museum’s website: 
greenpointmonitormuseum.org.   

 On Friday, May 29, 2015, NOAA is set to place a USS Monitor Trail Sign on the Greenpoint Monitor 
Museum’s land in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, NY. The placement of the sign will designate the importance 
in history as the building and launch site of the USS Monitor. The trail sign will be the first in New 
York State. There will be other signs to follow throughout New York State. NOAA is working closely 
with the Monitor Museum, Oliver Tilden Camp #26, NYC and Co. I, 83rd NYVI, SVR on the placement 
of the USS Monitor Trail Signs. After the sign dedication, there will be a History Fair at the local 
Brooklyn Expo Center. Government Agencies, Historic & Patriotic organizations and local schools will 
have display tables. There will also be Civil War presentations throughout the day. To name a few, 
NOAA will give a presentation on the USS Monitor and the National Marine Sanctuary. In addition, 
Syracuse University Professor named Cathryn Newton, who was a 16-year-old college student when 
she helped her father discover the U.S.S. Monitor. This historic event is also to commemorate the 
final year of the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War. The event is an all day event and is free to the 
public. 

Willard Camp #154 continues to work on the Major General Tomas project and the Kellogg family plot 
in Oakwood Cemetery. There will be 5 signs directing visitors to the General’s grave site along with a 
grave site sign. Mr. Bernie Vogel, Oakwood Cemetery Administrator, determined where the signage 
will be placed. The Oakwood Cemetery staff then had the signs installed. The signs were designed to 
look like and have the same colors as the Uncle Sam signs. Both use New York State designated 
paint colors for roadside historical makers. Thanks to the cemetery staff and Willard Camp, visitors 
will have no problem finding General Thomas’ grave site, thanks to the new signage. A sign 
dedication will be held in the cemetery in the Spring of 2015. 

As we approach Memorial Day, the New York Department will be honoring our veterans by 
participating in parades and dedications throughout New York State. It is the time of the year when all 
members renew their oath that they took when they were sworn into our order. New York Department 
is proud of being part of the national order of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War! 

In conclusion, the department continues to support and promote patriotism by presenting certificates 
of commendation to those awarded in the Boy Scouts Eagle Scout and ROTC programs. As we have 
done in the past, we continue to perpetuate and honor the memory of our Civil War ancestors who 
sacrificed so much to preserve the Union. God Bless the Boys who wore the Blue from 1861 to 1865. 

6.20 Department of North Carolina, Dennis C. St. Andrew, DC 
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I am serving my second term as Commander of the Department of North Carolina having been 
reelected at the 7

th
 Annual Department Encampment on April 12, 2014 in New Bern, North Carolina.  

In 2015, our 8
th
 Annual Department Encampment will be held in Durham, NC, on May 2, at the 

Bennett Place State Historic Site.  Bennett Place was the site of the largest surrender of Confederate 
soldiers ending the American Civil War, on April 26, 1865.  A behind the scenes tour of the newly 
renovated Visitor Center/Museum is planned after our Encampment business meeting.  Commander-
in-Chief Tad Campbell, PDC has accepted our invitation to attend our Encampment. 
 
Membership:  The Department of North Carolina membership continues to grow. Membership stands 
at 93 Brothers in good standing as of March 31, 2015, with up to 10 applications in process.  The MG 
Thomas H. Ruger Camp #1 is the largest Camp with 35 Members and 4 new members pending.  The 
Department membership includes 8 Life Members, and 2 Junior Members. There are currently 6 
Camps in good standing in our Department, including a Member at Large Camp. 
 
Sesquicentennial:  So far in 2015, the SUVCW and Department of NC has been represented by the 
MG Thomas H. Ruger Camp #1 at the 150

th
 commemorations for the battles of Fort Fisher (January 

17 & 18) and Bentonville (March 21 & 22) here in North Carolina.  Attendance for these 150
th
 

anniversary events was approximately 22,000 at Fort Fisher and 50,000 at Bentonville Battlefield.  
The John A. Logan Camp #4 will participate in the 150

th
 anniversary surrender commemoration at 

Bennett Place state historic site in Durham, NC, April 25 & 26, 2015.  A SUVCW plan to 
commemorate the 150

th
 anniversary of the Battle of Monroe’s Crossroads in March on Fort Bragg 

was not approved by the US Army.  The remaining 150
th
 anniversary commemorations in North 

Carolina in 2015 include the Battle of Morrisville Station (April 18) and the Bennett Place surrender 
(April 25 & 26).   I will be participating in both of these 150

th
 anniversary events as Department 

Commander. 
 
Eagle Scout Certificate Awards:  The Department supports this award and encourages all Camps to 
participate in this program.  Brother Travis Masters (Union Volunteers Camp #5) is the Department’s 
Eagle Scout Certificate Coordinator. 
 
JROTC Awards:  The Department supports this award and encourages all Camps to participate 
in this program.   In total, the Camps and the Department awarded more than 20 JROTC medals & 
certificates in 2014.  Planning and scheduling for JROTC awards for 2015 is now underway. 
 
Memorial University:  The Department now has 6 Brothers who have graduated from the Memorial 
University Officer Training Course.  The Department leadership will continue to support and 
encourage our members to participate and complete this valuable course. 

 
Civil War Memorials:  I appointed Brother Skip Riddle (Union Volunteers Camp #5) as Department 
Civil War Memorials Officer at our April 2014 Encampment.  He worked on locating and recording all 
North Carolina memorials dedicated to Union soldiers & sailors, and he has forwarded information on 
all known Union Civil War Union memorials to the National Civil War Memorials Committee during 
this past year. 
 
Recruiting/Educational Efforts:  Camps throughout the Department have and will continue to 
participate in recruiting and educational activities at historic commemorations and on patriotic 
holidays, especially Memorial Day and Veterans Day.  Camp recruiting and SUVCW educational 
activities and patriotic events in North Carolina since November 2014 have included efforts at Fort 
Fisher, Bennett Place, the Bentonville Battlefield, Wreaths Across America Ceremonies at the 
Raleigh National Cemetery, and Civil War Park Day. Multiple new Members to our Order were 
recruited during these events. Recruiting goals for the Department are for each Brother to recruit one 
or more new members to our Order during the year in order to grow and strengthen our Camps, 
Department, and National Organization. 
 
Real Son:  Luke P. Martin, Jr. was been identified as a “Real Son” here in North Carolina in 
September, 2014.  Mr. Martin, age 97, was the son PVT Luke Martin, Sr., an escaped slave who 
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served with the 35th Regiment, United States Colored Infantry.  Luke Martin, Jr. lived in New Bern, 
NC.  Mr. Martin joined our Order in November, 2014 and became a member of the North Carolina 
Union Volunteers Camp #5 in New Bern, NC.  In December, 2014, Brother Martin became a Life 
Member of the SUVCW.  Unfortunately, Brother Martin’s health declined rapidly in December, and he 
passed away on January 25, 2015.  His passing was reported in Commander-in-Chief Tad 
Campbell’s Special General Order No. 3 dated January 27, 2015.  On January 28

th
, I attended 

Brother Luke P. Martin, Jr.’s visitation in New Bern, NC, along with members of SUVCW Camp #5.  I 
conveyed the condolences of C-in-C Campbell and the SUVCW to Brother Martin, Jr.’s family, and I 
presented them with Brother Martin, Jr.’s Membership Badge with Real Son pin, his Life Member 
certificate and Life Member card, a Real Son” certificate and a Copy of Special General Order #3.  
Many thanks to Brothers Jerry Orton, PDC and David Demmy for their invaluable help in recognizing 
Real Son Luke P. Martin, Jr. 
 
Highlights of Activity as Department Commander November 2014-March 31, 2015:   

November 2014 

 Elected to Board of Directors of the Friends of Fort Fisher. 

 A memorial paver in the Fort Fisher Historic Site “Walk of Honor” for all Union soldiers, 
sailors & marines who took part in the December 1864 & January 1865 battles at Fort 
Fisher was completed and installed.  The Department of NC sponsored this paver. 

 Real Son Luke P. Martin, Jr. becomes a member of the SUVCW. 

December 2014 

 Attended Ruger Camp #1 meeting in Fayetteville and installed all new Camp officers. 

 Signed and submitted a Life Membership application for Real Son Luke P. Martin, Jr. to 
National Headquarters.  

January 2015 

 Attended the 150
th
 Fort Fisher Historic Site Battle Anniversary with Ruger Camp #1. 

Displayed recruiting/educational information, a collection of GAR/SUV medals and other 
items along with the Camp and Department flags.  Several new member prospects were 
identified. 

 Attended Fort Fisher Descendant’s Reunion at Fort Fisher. 

 Learned of the death of Real Son Luke P. Martin, Jr.  Represented the SUVCW and 
Department of NC at his visitation in New Bern, NC. 

February 2015 

 Attended Ruger Camp #1 meeting in Fayetteville, NC 

 Invited to speak on the SUVCW/GAR at the Raleigh, NC Civitan Club meeting. 

 Attended Logan Camp #4 meeting in Durham, NC, and installed all new Camp officers. 

 The Department of North Carolina made a pledge to the Olustee Monument Committee 
for the construction of a Union monument on the battle site. 

March 2015 

 Attended and spoke on behalf of the SUVCW at an US Army Reserve memorial 
ceremony for Lee Harford, Jr., PCC, at Fort Bragg, NC.  Brother Lee passed away on 
March 14, 2014. 

 Attended the 150
th
 Anniversary Commemoration at the Bentonville Battlefield, NC 

Historic Site, with members of the MG Thomas H. Ruger Camp #1.  Displayed 
recruiting/educational information, a collection of GAR/SUV medals and other items along 
with the Camp and Department flags.  Six (6) new member prospects were identified. 

6.21 Department of Ohio, Tim Graham, DC 
 

My thanks go to all the Brothers of the Department of Ohio for their continued support.  The following 
events have occurred since the last CoA meeting in Gettysburg: 
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 December 13
th
 the incoming officers of the James A. Garfield Camp #142 were installed and two 

new members initiated. 

 January 6
th
 the incoming officers of the Alvin Voris Camp No. 67 were installed.  

 January 10
th
 Mid-Winter Encampment at the Harden County Court House in Kenton.   

 January 11
th
 the Officers of the Phillip Treim Camp No.43 were installed. The Camp was informed 

that in order to retain possession of the 3” Ordinance Rifle tube they need to provide some paper 
work: chain of custody with inventory notation and a hold harmless. They have been encouraged 
to become SVR. 

 January 20
th
 the Officers of the Henry Casey Camp No. 92 were installed. 

 
The only ongoing business is the disposition of the GAR 3 inch Ordinance Rifle in the possession of 
Treim Camp 43, which has been leased to the 19

th
 Ohio Light Artillery. Copies of all the relevant 

documents noted above have been received and will be turned over to the Department Secretary. 
Members of Council may peruse them. I have seen the tube and it is correctly mounted and being 
promoted at educational and historical events. I do not see any need for further action here. This can 
be brought up under new business at the Department Encampment. 

 

6.22 Department of Oklahoma, John Manley, DC 
 

Nothing to report. 

6.23 Department of Pennsylvania, Douglas P. McMillin, DC 

 
I am pleased to report that we have managed good progress in spite of many hurdles on the projects 
of the Order this year.  Before I report on these projects I beg your indulgence for a few comments on 
our principle hurdles.  I realize that there is a great deal of frustration expressed in this report.  I do 
not express my frustration to the membership however and as I am reporting to a group of men who 
have been in the hot seat before, I know that you will all understand where of this frustration comes.  
The reason I share my thoughts in this report is that there have been more troubles this year in the 
Pa Department than there ever should be.  Without some reporting of the story behind the scene, I 
doubt true understanding would be possible.   

We have a list of ambitious and good works to achieve this year.  Some of them have made good 
progress while others have stagnated due to the distractions of personal infighting and conflicts.  No 
one said the office of Commander would be easy.  Nor did they promise all brothers would get along.  
It is good that they did not promise this because they would have lied in doing so.  It is a point of great 
sadness and frustration to me that there are some in this Department that would hold the entire Order 
hostage to their personal vendettas against both other brothers and even sisters of the Allied Orders.     

I recall one PA Past CnC pointing out that Department Commanders and all PDC’s and PCnC’s are 
held to a higher standard some years ago.  I regret that the PA Department has not displayed this 
very well this past year either within the Department membership or towards National.  From the 
members of the Past Commanders and Presidents Assoc promoting a boycott of Remembrance Day 
in a dispute with the SVR, to one angered Brother promoting a multi camp boycott of the next 
Department Encampment and furthering a division from the ladies orders, we have had difficulties 
living up to that higher standard.     

Many brothers and sisters have come to me demanding charges and discipline be done over this.  It 
has been a difficult time trying to keep reason and fraternity governing over such hostility.  Yet I 
remind those who spew such vitriolic anger, that the mantle of charity should ever be in place over 
the actions of those who anger us and that fraternity is not served by striking out against those who 
upset us.  Such seems to be the times we are in however and I am sad to see people that should be 
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unified in building our Order are trying to pull our organization apart when we have bigger threats 
from outside.        

   

It has been embarrassing to those who call for unity that such actions are being attributed to a 
Department that prides itself on doing things right.  It has also stolen an enormous amount of time 
from many people who’s energies would be better placed in constructive activities rather than 
repairing the damage caused by these events.  I beg the Council’s pardon and hope they know that 
we are working to move forward and put these things behind us rather than keep them in the 
limelight.   

Our biggest projects this year are a Boy Scout Civil War educational weekend.  That project is moving 
along well and we are now looking to present an in depth Civil War history weekend to about 1000 
Boy Scouts in October.  My highest praise goes out to Committee chair Greg Kline, PCC and 
committee member Gene Mortorff, SVCnC who have both shown great energy in bringing this project 
to fruition.     

We have a fundraising effort going this year to rescue the Soldiers Monument at the Soldiers National 
Cemetery in Gettysburg which is in danger of collapse.  So far to date we have raised well over 
$5000 from the camps of the PA Department to help the National Park Service restore this important 
National Monument to the Union soldiers of all states who died in the fighting at Gettysburg.  Our 
hopes are to raise over $10,000 total for this project in the name of the SUVCW.   

Out training and educational program is stalled out.  The committee has failed to meet in spite of 
multiple prompts from myself to do so.  We are hoping to get the program back on track before 
Encampment in June even if it means replacement of committee members.   

Our sites committee is all new members and is wrestling with the challenges of setting up an 
encampment and repairing the damage done to the fraternal relations from last year.  We have things 
under control at last and are attempting to work out a meeting to get the 2016 Encampment planned 
and discuss possible locations for 2017 and 2018 to bring the committee back into compliance with 
PA Department Bylaws.  This is a joint effort by the PA SUVCW DC, the PA ASUVCW DP and PA 
DUVCW DP overseeing the new committee to ensure the work is done and there are no more bouts 
of infighting between the members as with the past committee members.    

The PA Department Council is working to draft a Bylaws change requiring that the Senior Council 
Member be added to the names to access the Department bank accounts in addition to the 
Department Treasurer.  Also it will ensure that the only financial institutions that the Department funds 
can be kept in are at the very least regional in size to make the account accessible to any brother that 
may take over a financial office without traveling over 100 miles to transfer the accounts to a local 
bank.  There are provisions for the insuring of the money held by the bank as well.       

 This is in response to the fact that our Department Treasurer is very ill.  It was pointed out to the 
Council that should he be hospitalized or some other incapacitation occur, his is the only name on the 
accounts and this could inadvertently cause the Department funds to become inaccessible until proof 
of ownership could be established over the accounts and a new account signatory could be added or 
the account moved.  It has been tradition to have two names in the past, but this tradition has fallen 
out of use.  Also, tradition is not Bylaws and without it in the Bylaws, it is not a rule of procedure.  The 
Department Bylaws committee is drafting the proper language for this now.   

In the interest of repairing the distance between the SUVCW and the SVR units in the region we have 
been working with 2nd Military District Commander Mark Day to try and arrange an SVR muster in PA 
for the 2nd Military District and the brothers of the PA Department.  We have some indication the U.S. 
Army War College will be glad to play host to this muster at the US Army Heritage Education Center 
in Carlisle, PA.   This idea has stalled out due to demands on the time of the PA Department 
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Commander and on the 2nd Military District Commander.  My hopes are to revisit this idea for next 
year as it is too late to act on it for this year before the reenacting season begins in April.     

Our Mid Year meeting in October was successful.   

Remembrance Day activities were marred by lack of participation by many who boycotted the event 
due to the cancelation of the Past Department Commanders and Presidents Assoc.  This boycott is 
regrettable as it is one of those moments where, as an outside of the order association the 
Department Commander has no control over the actions of the Association.  Fraternal relations again 
took a blow over this fight between the Assoc. and the SVR.  As is usually the case in such fights, the 
real losers were those on the sidelines looking on.     

Many faces that never miss the event were absent last year.  The Gettysburg vendors and 
restaurants reported all time low sales unseen on this weekend in the past.  Granted much of this was 
due to the redirecting of the parade route by the town of Gettysburg bypassing most of the shops.  
Local motels however did have vacancies all weekend.  This is unheard of for that weekend.  Even 
the Gettysburg Camp suffered a loss in revenue from the annual Pancake breakfast that will curtail 
their work for the next year from lack of funds.  As always in this matter the PA Department 
Commander calls for unity and fraternity.  I am beginning to wonder if anyone is listening anymore.   

In January the issue of Youth Protection again reared its ugly head in the State.   It too has distracted 
our work as we are researching and attending to the question of the future of the minors who are 
members in PA.  At this time we await the results of Brother Henry Shaw’s research in the matter as 
he is attempting to gain insights directly from one of the original panelists that drafted the new laws.  
On Brother Shaw’s advice we are taking no action until we have more detailed information.  Much 
rides on this decision and we cannot afford to make snap decisions in the heat of the moment.     

 The Department Commander has visited half of the 26 camps in the Dept over the last several 
months.     

In February, weather abated long enough for the Annual Lincoln Luncheon hosted by Ruhl Camp #33 
of York, PA to be held at the Altland house in New Oxford, PA.  Attendance was good and a good 
time was had by those in attendance.  In April the Annual Appomattox Luncheon in Williamsport, PA 
will be held along with multiple committee meetings the same day.   

It is with no little pride I report that we managed to provide 100% compliance in the Bylaws collection 
required by the IRS in February.  Of the 26 camps in PA, 22 managed to actually report in as ordered 
and we were only required to work out a solution for four camps which are currently in the process of 
resolving the issues the crisis uncovered.  For these camps that have lost their original Bylaws we 
provided general Bylaws in compliance with the National C&R and have had the camps review, 
amend and accept them as needed.  The two weeks were difficult but may have been for the best as 
it uncovered problems we did not know we had and allowed us to resolve them without resorting to 
punitive measures.  As a result the Department is stronger and the less vulnerable.   At this point I 
would like to offer my gratitude and thanks to Brother Richard Orr, PCnC, whose work as national 
treasurer must have been monumental in this task.  Many people put a great deal of work into the 
Department level work in this crisis.  Brother Orr had to deal with every Department in the Country 
and we salute his commitment and service to the Order.   

As we begin to wrap up this year’s activities rolling toward Memorial Day in May and Department 
Encampment in June it is my sincere hope that we can finally put the bitterness and hostility that has 
festered over the last year behind us and move forward in a united front focusing on the objects of the 
Order and less on our own personal feelings about each other.  Like it or not, we have all chosen to 
be on the same team.  My hopes are that we will stand up and behave as the respected leader 
Pennsylvania has been in the past. 

6.24 Department of Rhode Island, Benjamin Frail, DC 
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The Department of Rhode Island has been having its monthly DOM meetings and is currently 
planning the Department Encampment and upcoming fraternal events.  

6.25 Department of Tennessee, Michael Downs, DC 
 

In January the Department held their encampment in Nashville and the following officers were 
elected: 

 Department Commander – Michael Downs 
 Department Senior Vice Commander – Roger Tenney 
 Department Junior Vice Commander – David McReynolds 
 Department Secretary/treasurer – Geoffrey Hintze 
 
The Commander in Chief Tad Campbell was in attendance and installed the new officers. 

As the Department Commander I have been involved in the planning of several programs that the 
Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39 will be presenting in conjunction with the State of Tennessee’s 
Civil War Sesquicentennial which will be held during the first week of May.  I will also be doing a 
special presentation of my “I am Corporal William Downs but You Can Call Me Bill” program for the 
March 23rd McTeer Camp meeting. Additionally I have been working with members of the Colonel 
Robert Byrd Camp #8 as they plan to disband and turn in their charter. Finally I am planning along 
with the Central Region Association leadership to hold their annual 2016 meeting in the 
Franklin/Nashville area. 

The Fort Donelson Camp No. 62 has been active working with the various Franklin & Nashville 150
th
 

programs highlighted by the “Cannons on the Square” “in downtown Franklin, Tennessee, hanging 
banners for the Franklin 150 celebration and manning a Department table during the various events. 

Major William A. McTeer Camp No. 39, SUVCW Activities are as listed by their Commander David 
McReynolds: 

14 Aug 2014 – 133
rd

 National Encampment – 4 members attended 
16 Aug 2014 – Annual East Tennessee History Fair sponsored by the East Tennessee Historical 

Society.  For the second year, the McTeer Camp manned an information tent and 
provided civil war era music for the visitors to the event. 

25 Aug 2014 – Published first camp newsletter (Summer 2014) – called McTeer’s Loyal 
Mountaineers. 

11 Oct 2014 – Battle of Blountville re-enactment.  George Lane and David McReynolds 
represented the camp at a rainy and muddy but well attended event.  Distributed 
information about membership in the SUVCW and made contacts with a number 
of upper east Tennessee civil war history buffs. 

8-9 Nov 2014 – Civil War Weekend at Fort Dickerson Park.  Camp again participated in his 
annual event.  Commander George Lane cooked his famous red beans and rice 
to provide Saturday dinner for all the re-enactors who came. 

26 Nov 2014 – Published second camp newsletter (Fall 2014 edition) 
13 Dec 2014 – 5th Annual Encampment of Maj. Wm. A. McTeer Camp No. 39, SUVCW 
 

Posted over 250 items of interest on the Camp’s Facebook page and kept the Camp’s webpage 
updated with current news and events. 

 
Linked copies of McTeer newsletters to Camp, Department and National SUVCW Facebook pages as 
well as to the Camp webpage. 

Blount County Historic Trust presented its Vanguard Award to the members of the Emancipation Day 
Celebration/Sgt. Lillard Commemoration Event Committee (which included Camp Commander 
George Lane) 
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Participated in the development of a Blount County Driving Tour and distributed pamphlets outlining 
the route. 

Made camp newsletter monthly beginning January 2015. 

Made contact with several camp brothers who live in the UK and discussed using Skype to allow their 
participation in a camp event. 

Established monthly “Camp Mess” lunch meeting to facilitate planning and camp growth. 

Major event for the first half of 2015 will be the Blue Gray Reunion and Jubilee in Knoxville, TN from 
30 April to 3 May 2015.  The McTeer Camp will lead the re-dedication of the Sultana Monument at Mt. 
Olive Cemetery on May 3 as well as provide volunteers at other events.  This is a premier 
sesquicentennial event for Tennessee in 2015. 

Along with several members of the Sultana Camp No. 1 I took part in their March teleconference 
meeting. The membership of this camp is geographically dispersed and as a result the brothers 
arrange a teleconference in place of camp meetings. The Camp is trying to arrange for a SUVCW 
information table at the big Civil War show held annually in Memphis and they are making plans to 
hold the 2016 Department meeting in either Vicksburg or Memphis. 

The remaining camps in the Department had nothing new to report. 

6.26 Department of Texas, Gene Willis, DSVC 
 

During the past year, the camps, within the department, have continued to be active in numerous 
projects. They have been reported in the department newsletter. I would like to thank David Appleton 
for the excellent work he did this year as editor. I would like to remind the camps that the success of 
the newsletter is dependent upon the camps sending articles to the editor about their activities. 

6.27 Department of Vermont, Robert Grandchamp, DC 
 

The Department of Vermont is currently in the midst of awakening from another, long, dark, cold 
winter in the Green Mountain State. Due to the long, brutal winters up here, much of the SUVCW 
activity is limited during the winter, and many camps do not meet.  

I was appointed to the command of the Department upon vote of the Department Council in October 
2014, following the resignation of Whitney Maxfield from that seat. In the interim, I have been in 
contact with the four camps and working to fill the officer positions that were vacated during the 
transformation. Membership is an active concern at present; we currently have around fifty members 
and recruiting is a continual struggle given the age of many of our brothers. We roughly gain and lose 
around the same number each year. The camps in Barre and Rutland are meeting bi-monthly, while 
Stannard Camp and Hall Camp have often been unable to meet due to a lack of quorum. Recruiting 
is going to be the biggest goal and push of my administration. Hall Camp, traditionally based in 
Orange County, Vermont is the oldest Camp in New England; I have promised the brothers in the 
Department that I will not let this camp die out as long as I am in command.  

What we lack in membership, we more than make up for in drive. Scott Camp in Barre, Vermont has 
been working on a project now for several years documenting Civil War graves in rural cemeteries in 
Worcester, Calais, and Woodbury, Vermont. Ripley Camp is doing the same in Rutland County. 
Members of Stannard Camp will attend Memorial Day services this year at the Jericho Center 
Cemetery in Jericho, Vermont.  

Last year, the Department entered into a long term loan agreement with the Vermont Historical 
Society for the safekeeping, cataloging, and display of Department records and property. This allows 
for the Department to place the archives in a central location, in addition to allowing for public usage, 
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and preservation by dedicated professionals. We will continue to add artifacts to the collection as they 
come to light.  

More recently the Department hosted the Spring 2015 meeting of the New England Regional 
Association of the SUVCW. A dozen brothers from Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Maine, and 
Vermont joined eight members of the Auxiliary for a superb day of meeting and comradery at a 
beautifully restored GAR Hall in historic Stowe, Vermont. A highlight of the day was a presentation by 
a committee trying to save the General Stannard House in Milton, Vermont.  

The 2015 Department Encampment will be Saturday April 25, 2015 in Barre, Vermont, and for the 
first time in several years, a delegation of Vermont brothers will be attending the National 
Encampment in Richmond, VA in August. In closing, the small, but stalwart band of Green Mountain 
Boys in the Department of Vermont continue to keep the principals of the Grand Army of the Republic 
alive up in the northern hills of New England.  

6.28 Department of Wisconsin, Kim J. Heltemes, DC 
 

The following is my report since Remembrance Day: 
 

1.  Installed the new officers in Camp 5 on December 16, 2014. 
2.  Installed the new officers for Camp 4 on December 20, 2014. 
3.  Installed the new officers for Camp 2 on January 10, 2015. 
4.  On January 1, 2015, attended the Camp 8 "Christmas Dinner" meeting at Jimmies White 

House Inn in Butte D Morte. 
5.  On Feb. 7, 2015, the Department Mid-Winter meeting was held at Wauwatosa, WI. C-inC Tad 

Campbell attended. He presented the charter for newly made Camp 15 and Certificate of Merit 
to Virgil Matz who has been working on the Graves Registration since its beginning. Wisconsin 
now has over 25000 graves registered. 

6.  Attended “Echoes of the Past”, a re-enactment fair, at Oshkosh, WI, where we recruited 
membership On March 1, 2015. 

7.  Attended camp meeting on March 17, 2015. 
8.  I have been working with the Neenah Historical Society so they can have a year long display 

on the Civil War. 
9.  Did an hour and a half talk at the Neenah Library in Neenah, WI. about Central Wisconsin in 

the Civil War. 
 

Throughout the fall and early winter, there was work done on getting new camps started in Wind 
Lake, WI, and in Edgerton/Janesville, WI.  The Wind Lake Camp will be Camp 15. The Charter was 
presented at the Mid-Winter meeting. The Janesvile camp paperwork has not been finalized yet. It will 
be going soon. 
 
I had another Department Officers meeting in November. Many upcoming situations were discussed. 
It seemed that everyone came out of the meeting as being united and  with a better understanding of 
the direction we want to take the department. I will continue the meetings as long as I am the 
commander. 
 
While in Berlin, WI, I noticed that the cannon tube in the VFW park was gone. Having had issues with 
the post about 8 years ago when it was rumored they were going to sell the tube, it led me to to find 
out the location of the tube. It turned out to be a pleasant visit. They ordered a new carriage and 
constructed a new concrete pad to place the carriage. There will be a dedication next year when it is 
placed on the pad. I hope that everyone is paying attention to the condition and location of the Civil 
War cannons and monuments. Please report any changes to the Department right away so we can 
avoid the sale or theft of any them. There are several monuments being made for placement during 
the year. 

Camp 1 
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1. Held their monthly meetings. 
2. Will hold a “Membership Orientation” on March 29. 

Camp 2 
1. Elected new officers for Camp 2 on January 10, 2015. 
2. The camp has been working on the dedication that will take place on July 18, 2015 for 

the new monument belong placed at Camp Randall in Madison, Wis. The monument will 
signify and honor the soldiers and sailors involvement in Wisconsin in the Civil War. 

Camp 4 
1. Held their monthly meetings. 
2. The camp has been working to be involved in a ceremony that will honor Lt. Alonzo 

Cushing who was just presented the Medal of Honor posthumously. The city of Delafield, 
WI is going to celebrate the Medal during the Memorial Day weekend and the camp will 
be part of that celebration. 

Camp 5 
1. Held their monthly meetings. 
2. The camp has been working to be involved in a ceremony that will honor Lt. Alonzo 

Cushing who was just presented the Medal of Honor posthumously. The city of Delafield, 
WI is going to celebrate the Medal during the Memorial Day weekend and the camp will 
be part of that celebration. 

Camp 8 
1. Held meetings on Jan 16 and March 17, 2015. 
2. Attended the “Echoes of the Past”, a re-enactment fair, at Oshkosh, WI, where we 

recruited membership On March 1, 2015. 
Camp 15 

1. Received their charter at the Mid-Winter meeting. 
2. Camp officers were installed during the Mid-Winter meeting. 

Camp 49 
1. The camps work has been in getting the only active G.A.R. Post building left in Wisconsin 

in repair. A new basement has been installed under the building and the front porch has 
been removed. Now the camp is trying to find the funds to get heat and air for the 
building. 

Camp 56 
1. They are holding a meeting on March 26. 

 

6.29 Gov. Isaac Stevens Camp No. 1, Department-at-Large, Loran Bures, JVC 
 

Camp Membership as of 29 Mar 2015: 

Members: 87 
Life Members: 13 
Jr Members:   5 
Associates:   2 
Jr Associates:   0 

Total:  107 
 

On January 2, 2015 we lost Real Son David Ordean Chase of Duncan, British Columbia, Canada at 
the age of 104, as reported in Special General Order No. 2. 

25 Members and 4 Life Members are transferring to Fort Walla Walla Camp No. 3. 

Fort Walla Walla Camp No. 3: 
Our Camp, for the last five months, has been actively working with our Eastern Washington Brothers 
in establishing Fort Walla Walla Camp No. 3 of Kennewick, Washington to serve the 20 counties of 
Eastern Washington.  They filed their Forms 54 and 55 on March 21, 2015.   
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1st Washington Territory Infantry Project: 
We have continued our research of the 1st Washington Territory Infantry making a number of 
discoveries concerning the Regiment and the men who served.  On December 13, 2014 the written 
agreement between our Camp and Historic Fort Steilacoom Association for the jointly operated 
research center at Fort Steilacoom in Lakewood, Washington was signed. 

Commander-in-Chief’s Visit: 
January 24, 2015 was a historic day for our Camp – the first visit by a Commander-in-Chief in our 
Camp’s nearly 20 year history.  Brother Tad Campbell presented our replacement Camp charter 
(General Order No. 3) and installed our 2015 Camp officers. 

Massing of the Colors: 
On February 22, 2015 a uniformed color guard participated in the Massing of the Colors in Tacoma, 
Washington. 

6.30 Picacho Peak Camp No. 1, National Camp-at-Large, John R. Conrad, CC 
 

The Camp has been quite active. We held our quarterly meetings in November and in February, with 
our newly-formed Auxiliary.  Both meetings were well attended. In addition, we have engaged in the 
following: 

 Picacho Peak Days in March, recognizing the Civil War battles in Arizona and New Mexico. 
Our Camp had a table at the event both days, staffed by a number of our members and 
sisters. 

 Website update: We now have a Signals Officer/webmaster who was able to fully revamp our 
website. 

 GAR Research and Publication through the efforts of Brother David Swanson, PCC, to 
uncover and distribute the history of the GAR in Arizona. Several of his articles are now 
loaded to our web page. 

 Civil War Graves Registration continues through the efforts of Brother Jan Huber. 

 Eagle Scout Recognition through the efforts of Brother Dennis Lamb. 

 Gilbert Genealogical Fair in March, two members attended the fair with displays and 
information about our Camp.  

 Historical presentations related to the Civil War at each of our meetings.  

 Monuments preservation and establishment to ensure that the sacrifices of Union Soldiers in 
Arizona are not forgotten. Brother David Swanson PCC is chairing a committee to have a 
memorial to the California Column erected on the State Capitol grounds. 

 Newsletter produced quarterly to members and interested associates.  

 Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War actively supports the Camp and its 
own patriotic activities.  

 New Camp Formation: We received permission to form the Gen. R.G. Minty Camp #2 in 
Tucson and the Gen. U.S. Grant Camp in Flagstaff, and are continuing to recruit members 
and for the camps. 

7.0 Addendums 
 

`None 

8.0 Appendix 
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8.1 Financial Report, National Treasurer Rich Orr, PCinC 
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8.2 Budget vs Actual Year To Date, National Treasurer Rich Orr, PCinC 
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