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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS.

THURSDAY — AFTERNOON SESSION.

Dktiioit, Mich., Sept. 7, 1S99.
The Eighteenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, 

Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., convened in Masonic Hall, at *2 o’clock p.m., 
Commander-in-Chief Frank L. Shepard in command.

The members having assembled, Commander-in-Chief Frank L. 
Shepard called the brothers to order and introduced Mayor Maybury, 
who, in flowery and cordial words, welcomed the Sons of Veterans to 
the city of Detroit.

Appropriate responses were made by Commander-in-Chief Shepard 
and Past Commander-in-Chief William E. Bundy, after which Mayor 
Maybury retired.

ENCAMPMENT CALLED TO ORDER.

The Commander-in-Chief: The ofliccrs and members of the Eight­
eenth Annual Eucampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sous of 
Veterans, U.S.A., will now come to order. <

The Adjutant-General will call the roll of the ofliccrs of this 
Encampment.

ROLL CALL OP OFFICERS.

The Adjutant-General called the roll of oflicers and the following 
ofliccrs of the Commandery-in-Chief answered to their names:

Commandcr-in-Cldcf Frank L. Shepard, Chicago, III.
Senior Vico Commander-in-Chief George E. Cox, Hartford, Conn.
.Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief Z. C. Green, White, S.D.
Council-in-Chief: II. II. Hammer, J. E. lla.vcrnft, J. I). Rowen.
Adjutant-General G. R. Alibott, Chicago, III.
Quartermaster-General Fred K. Rollon, Boston, Mass.
Judge Advocate-General James W Noel, Indianapolis, Ind.
Surgeon-General F. 11. R. McDowell, M D., Racine, Wis.
Chaplain-ln-Chicf Rev. A. J. Morris, South Frankfort, Mich.
Commander-in-Chief: I will make the following appointments for 

this session of our Encampment: Officer of the Day, Adjutant F. E. 
Munger, and Officer of the Guard, Captain Walter L. Raynes. The 
brothers will assume their duties at once.

The Inspector-General is in the city but has not yet presented him­
self at the Encampment. I will ask Past Inspector-General J. Frank 
Durston to act as Inspector-General, pro torn.

Inspector-General, you will take up the password aud countersign; 
ascertain if all present are in possession of the same, and are entitled
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to remain, and that, the Camp and Picket Guards are at their respective 
stations. The Surgeon-General will assist you upon my left.

The Inspector-General: Commander, upon due inspection we find 
the Camp and Picket Guards at their stations, and all present in posses­
sion of the password and countersign and entitled to remain.

Whereupon, the Eighteenth Annual Encampment of the Sons of 
Veterans, U.S.A., was opened in due form.

4

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.

The Commauder-in-Chicf: The first order of business is the 
announcement of the Committee on Credentials. The Chair will announce 
the appointment of the Committee on Credentials as follows:

Adjutant-General G. B. Abbott, ex officio, chairman of the committee. 
Division Commander ,J. Howard Heine of Nebraska.
Division Commander George II. Bailey of New Jersey.
Division Commander Balph Sheldon of New York.
Division Commander A. E. B. Stephens of Ohio.
The members of the committee will report to the chairman of the 

committee at once and proceed with their work. What is the pleasure 
of the Encampment while the Committee on Credentials is preparing its 
report ?

IT. V. Speelmau of Ohio: Commander, I move you that the Encamp­
ment take recess for twenty minutes, in order to give the Committee on 
Credentials an opportunity to prepare a partial report.

Schulyer Tipton of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion. 
Commander-in-Chicf: It is moved and seconded that the Com-

mandery-in-Chief take recess for twenty minutes in order to give the 
Committee on Credentials an opportunity to prepare a report on the 
credentials that have been submitted. If there is no objection that 
motion will be taken by consent. Is there objection ? The Chair hears 
none, and ihe Encampment will be at ease until called to order by the 
Chair.

4.15 o’clock i’.m.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Conunandery-in-Chief will come to 

order. Inspector-General, arc all present entitled to remain?
The Inspector-General: Commander, I find all present entitled to

remain.
The Commander-in-Chicf: We will now hear the report of the 

Committee on Credentials.
The Adjutant-General, Chairman, ex officio, of the Committee 

Credentials submitted and rend the following report:
on

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.

To the Officers and Members of the Eighteenth Encampment, Sons of 
Yeteyans, {7.5./t.;

Commander: Your Committee on Credentials would beg leave to 
report as follows:

We find the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief all present and 
entitled to vote and membership in the Encampment.
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We find the following past officers and constitutional life members 
entitled to seats and votes in the Encampment. (See Roll of 
Encampment.)

The committee also examined the credentials of the following 
named members as delegates and alternates, and reports that they are 
entitled to a seat and vote in the Eighteenth Annual Encampment 
of the Commandery-in-Chief as representatives of their respective 
Divisions. (Roll Call No. 1.)

W. S. Oberdorf of New York: Commander, I move that as the 
Adjutant-General reads the names of those the committee report ac­
credited as delegates to the Encampment, those present answer to their 
names, that in this way the reading of the report of the committee will 
serve as the first roll call of this Encampment.

The motion was seconded.
The Commaudcr-in-Chief: The Chair thinks that is proper, and if 

there is no objection it will be taken as the sense of this Encampment. 
Is there objection? The Chair hears none and the Adjutant-General 
will proceed and record those answering to their names as present, and 
the reading of this part of the report will stand as the first roll call of 
this Encampment.

The Adjutant-General concluded the reading of the report.

(Roll Call No. J.)
The Commander-in-Chief: That concludes the report of the Com- 

% mittcc on Credentials, and also the first roll call of the Encampment. 
The chair will now entertain a motion to adopt the report of the com­
mittee and accord seats in.this Encampment to those members whose 
credentials have been favorably reported upon by the committee.

dames Lewis Rake of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move you 
that the report of the committee just read be received as a partial 
report of the Committee on Credentials and the delegates accorded 
seats in the Encampment, and the committee continued.

A. S. Moulthorp of Pennsylvania: Commander I second .the
motion.

The motion was agreed to unanimously.
The Commander-in-Chief: The brothers whose credentials have 

been reported upon favorably by the committee will be accredited and 
seated us members of this Encampment, and the Committee on Creden­
tials continued.

AI’l’OINTMKXT OF COMMITTERS.

In accordance with the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, 1 
will announce the general committees as follows:

On Const it niton, Rules and Regulations.
Judge Advocate-General James W. Noel of Indiana.
Division Commander Frederic E. Carpenter of Rhode Islaud. 
bust. Division Commander W. Scott Oberdorf of New York.
Past Division Commander William 'l'. Church of Illiuois.
Dclegate-at-Large Henry 0. Thomas of Maine.
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On Rituals and Ceremonies.
Past Division Commander Newton J. McGuire of Indiana. 
Inspector-General Forrest W. Briggs of Pennsylvania.
Division Commander Bernard Prack of Missouri.
Division Commander George S. Whitmore of Maryland.
Past Division Commander E. II. Archer of Ohio.

On Resolutions.
Past Division Commander William Y. Morgan of Kansas.
Major R. M. J. Reed of Pennsylvania.
Division Commander W. A. Morris of South Dakota.
Division Commander Edson S. Bishop of Connecticut.
Division Commander A. G. Braband of Wisconsin.

On Officers' Reports, Etc.
Past Commander-in-Chief Joseph B. Maccabe of Massachusetts.
Past Commander-in-Chief William E. Bundy of Ohio.
Past* Commander-in-Chief James Lewis Rake of Pennsylvania.
Past Commander-in-Chief Charles K. Darling of Massachusetts.
Past Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief George E. Cogshali of Michigan. 
Past Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Cliaries T. Orner of Illinois.

The Commander-in-Chief: And I announce the following Special 
Committees: —

Committee on Fraternal Greetings to L.A.S.
Division Commander George N. Howard of Massachusetts. 
Rev. Otho Brandt of Pennsylvania.
Past Division Commander C. G. Marsh of Illinois.
Rev S. W. Macurdy of Pennsylvania.
Division Commander II. 0. P. Cline of Indiana.

Press Committee.
Past Division Commander William G. Dustin of Illinois.
Delegatc-at-Largc II. V. Spcelnmn of Ohio.

Committee on Fraternal Relations with the G.A.R. 
as Announced in General Order No. 4.

Past Commander-in-Chief James’ Lewis Rake of Pennsylvania, Chairman.
Past Commander-in-Chief Charles K. Darling of Massachusetts.
Past Commander-in-Chief Louis M. Wagner of Pennsylvania.
Past Division Commander Theodore A. Barton of Rhode Island.
Hon. Webster Davis of Washington, D.C.

On Military College.
The following committee was appointed in accordance with the 

Resolution adopted by the Sixteenth Annual Encampment at Indian­
apolis, but failed to report at the succeeding Encampment; it is a 
committee appointed to report upon the advisability of establishing 
military college. The committee appointed by Commander-in-Chief 
Darling, w’as as follows : —

Past Division Commander A. L. Sortor of Iowa.
Past Division Commander Manly Wren of Missouri.
Past Division Commander Herbert 0. Bixby of Vermont.
Senior Vice Commander-In-Chief George E. Cox of Connecticut.

a



RECEPTION AND REFERENCE OF COMMUNICATIONS. 7

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DIVISIONS.

W. E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, I move that the roll of 
Divisions be called for communications, and that all communications 
be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports and Distribution of 
Work.

Commander-in-Chief: A motion is not necessary to do that. The 
next order of business is the reception and reference of communications 
from Divisions.

The Adjutant-General will call the roll of Divisions.
The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Maryland was called: —
F. T. F. Johnson of Maryland: Commander, I have two commu­

nications to present from the Division of Maryland.
Commauder-in-Chicf: The communications from the Division of 

Maryland will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports and 
Distribution of Work.

When the Division of Massachusetts was called: —
.1. 11. Maccabe of Massachusetts: Commander, the Division of 

Massachusetts desires to present two communications that are not in 
writing: —

First, the Division of Massachusetts respectfully petitions the 
Connnandery-in-Chief for a uniform uniform to be worn by each and 
every member throughout the Order.

Second, the Division of Massachusetts respectfully petitions the 
Connnandery-in-Chief that power be delegated to Division Commanders 
to proceed against a Camp, if need be; and that .the Commander of 
said Division may, if he consider it proper, transfer a member of the 
Camp proceeded against to another Camp s6 that the member trans­
ferred may retain his standing in the Order, and the incorrigibles in 
the Camp be suspended with the Camp itself.

The Commander-in-Chief: The communications from the Division 
of Massachusetts will be referred to the Committee on Officers* Reports 
and Distribution of Work.

1

s

s
When the Division of New York was called: —
Ralph Sheldon of New York: Commander, the Division of New 

York will present a communication later on.
The Commander-in-Chief: The communication from the Division 

of Now York will be presented direct to the Committee ou Officers* 
Reports.

H. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commauder, the Division of Ohio has 
a resolution which it desires to present but unfortunately we have not 
it with us.

The Commander-in-Chief: You may baud it in to the committee

!
i

later.
When the Division of Pennsylvania was called : —
The Adjutant-General: Commander, I will state that I have 

received a number of communications from the Division of Pennsyl­
vania, and they will be submitted to the Committee on Officers’ Reports.

i
■

J
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM CAMPS AND INDIVIDUALS. ,

The Commander-iu-CIrief: The next, order of business is the 
reception and reference of communications from Camps and individuals. 
Without calling the roll, are there any members who desire to offer 
resolutions or communications either on their own behalf, or on behalf, 
of their Camps?

C. G. Marsh of Illinois: Commander, I would like to have that 
order of business passed over for the present, 
want to present anything myself, but I would like to have the privilege 
of doing it later on.

The Commandcr-in-Chief: I presume the Encampment will accord 
you that privilege.

C. J. Post of Michigan: Commander, 1 have a communication 
from Battle Creek Camp. They petition that they be allowed to use 
the Three Degree Ritual. They have all the paraphernalia to use it, 
are very much charmed with it, and think it a great hardship that they 
are not permitted to do so.

'Phe Commander-in-Chief: The communication will go to the 
Committee on Officers’ Reports.

.vvV'A-n
■ • :0l I do not know that I
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RECESS UNTIL 9 O’CLOCK A.M.

William E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, 1 move that the En­
campment now take recess until tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.

The motion was agreed to and the Encampment took recess until 
tomorrow, Friday, Sept. 8, 1899, at 9 o’clock a.m.

FRIDAY — MORNING SESSION.

Friday, Sept. S, 1899, 9 o’clock a.m.
The Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
The Commandcr-in-Chicf: The first order of business this 

ing is the call of the roll. The Adjutant-General will call the roll.
The Adjutant-General called the roll of Encampment.

(Roll Call No. 2.)

Commander-in-Chief: lias the Committee on Credentials any 
further report to make?

The Adjutant-General: Commander, they have not just
The Conunnnder-iu-Chief: The next order of business is the read­

ing of the reports of the officers of this Encampment. Senior Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Cox will assume command of the Encampment.

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, we will now hear the 
report of the Commandcr-in-Chicf.

morn-

now.
.

V-v MmV
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Commander-in-Chief Shepard submitted and read the following 
report: —

REPORT OK COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

To the Ojjiccrs and Members of the Eighteenth Annual Encampment, 
Sons of Veterans, U-S.A.

Brothers: In rendering to you an account of the interests 
entrusted to mv care one year ago, in this final report, I can but touch 
upon a few of the matters of moment to our Order, looking to the 
other officers of the Commandery-in-Chief for a detailed statement of 
the work of the year. It was with a love for the Order and the closest 
friendship for its officers and members that I entered upon the dis­
charge of the duties imposed by the obligation I assumed at our altar, 
and if 1 have fallen far short of desired results, I shall hope to be 
credited with a continuation of that love and an earnest effort in behalf 
of this splendid fraternal organization of patriotic mauhood — an Order 
born of precious memories and charged with solemn duties.

KHiUTKKKTII ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

It is hoped that the brothers of this Encampment wifi not be over 
critical in passing upon the hospitality which is placed at our disposal. 
It is a fact that our coining here was more the result of our own desire 
than by the urgent solicitation of the citizens and Sons of Veterans of 
Detroit. Our organization being not particularly strong in Detroit, it 
seemed advisable that some assistance and advice should be given by 
the Commandery-in-Chief. The Adjutant-General, therefore, at my 
request, made two visits to the city of Detroit; one, the latter part of 
December and the other in duly. He found the brothers here few in 
number, yet anxious to do all they could for our entertainment. 
Heretofore it has been the experience at National Encampments that 
too much entertainment interfered with the business of our sessions 
and I therefore recommended to the brothers that no effort be made 
for a parade, a camp-lire or a banquet. 1 suggested that the members 
of the Encampment would undoubtedly enjoy a boat-ride upon the 
river and that probably would occupy as much time from our regular 
work as the Encampment would be disposed to give. So, any seeming 
lack of entertainment should not be charged to the citizens and brothers 
of Detroit, but rather to the suggestions of the Adjutant-General and 
myself. I feel that I cannot in justice leave this subject without 
commending most highly the efforts of Adjutant-General Abbott and 
11 rot her Chas. II. Fisk, upon whose shoulders has rested practically 
the entire labor of preparing for our Encampment. Nor should I omit 
to add that the brothers of tin; Division of Michigan have universally 
tendered their services for any purpose to which I might assign them.

DEATH OF MAJOR DAVIS.
On the 21st day of May this year, Maj. A. P. Davis, whose pres­

ence has been familiar at the national meetings of our Order since its 
organization, died at his home in Pittsburgh, Pa. For the first time we 
miss his kindly presence among us aiid at the roll call he answers

i
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“present” to the Supreme Commander of us all. 
death was made in General Order No. 3 and Camps were directed to 
drape their charters and altars in mourning for thirty days. Major 
Davis left by his will a bequest of five hundred dollars to the Com- 

ndery-in-Chief, with the request that the said sum be used in such 
manner and form as will best commemorate his connection with the 
Order, with a due regard for the wishes and views of his widow as to 
the use of this bequest. Major Davis also bequeathed to the Com- 

dery-in-Chief such of his personal effects as relate to or have a 
bearing upon his life as a soldier or sailor, a list of which is attached 
to the will.

The will of Major Davis above referred to is being contested in 
the Orphan’s Court of Pittsburgh by his son, Herbert A. Davis, and as 
it will be some time before the matter is finally determined, I recom­
mend that the care of the interests of the Commandery-in-Chief be left 
to the incoming administration.

10
Mention of his

ma

man

I
SUPPLIES FOR THE ORDER.

By the death of Major Davis the contract entered into with him 
for the manufacture and furnishing of decorations to our Order ter­
minated. It thereupon became necessary to arrange for the transfer 
of the matter of decorations to another. Appreciating that a profit 
must be made, and properly so, in the manufacture and sale of supplies 
for our Order, a proposition to place the whole question of the manu­
facture, purchase and distribution of supplies in the department of the 
Quartermaster-General only was entertained. Major Davis left a con­
siderable stock of decorations and material on hand and we have been 
negotiating for the purchase, on a proper basis, of such of these as 
could be used by the Order, including the purchase of the dies for the 
manufacture of the badges. After considerable discussion with Mrs. 
Davis, the residuary legatee and executrix of the last will of Major 
Davis, a portion of the supplies were purchased at one-half the price 
which the Order heretofore paid for them, and in this purchase the 
Order receives, without extra charge, the dies and hubs for the manu­
facture of the badges. I believe the Quartermaster-General hereafter 
can, to the best advantage of our Order, purchase its necessary sup­
plies in the open market, and I recommend that this Encampment pass 
a resolution placing the whole matter of supplies for our Order in the 
department and under the direction of the Quartermaster-General, and 
that such resolution provide that he may also, if found desirable by 
both parties, furnish supplies for the Ladies’ Aid Society, heretofore 
also purchased from Major Davis.

mm■

NEW RITUAL.

In accordance with the action of the Seventeenth Annual Encamp­
ment, a new oue-degree ritual, recommended by the committee reporting 
at that Encampment, was edited, published and distributed free to all 
Camps reporting in good standing for the December, 1898, quarter. 
This new ritual includes in its charges and lectures, those patriotic 
timents which naturally appeal to the sons of Union soldiers of«tt§i 8011-

our
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great war, at the same time making the work in the Camp-room simple 
and consistent as well as dignified and rich iu substance, and of such 
length as can be easily worked in one evening. Provision was also 
made for more elaborate work by a Camp in its muster ceremony, when 
desired.

This ritual met with the almost unanimous approval of the Divi­
sions and Camps, so far as my observation and advices informed me, 
and it is, in my judgment, a proper and adequate ritual for our Order, 
and I believe and hope its merits will so commend it to this National 
body as to obviate the necessity of any change in this or the drafting of 
any other ritual for many years to come.

NEW EDITION OF COTJRT-MARTIAL BLANKS.

The Quartermaster-General having disposed of the supply of court- 
martial blanks on hand, it became necessary to have printed a new edi­
tion, and we availed ourselves of that opportunity of revising the 
court-martial blanks and instructions both in substance and form to 
conform to the present law of our Order and the best usage.

I am indebted to Past Commander William T. Church of Illinois 
for services rendered in the preparation of this new edition of our 
court-martial blanks.

NEW EDITION OF THE C., R. & R.

It. also became necessary to publish a new edition of our Constitu­
tion, Rules and Regulations, and under the supervision of the Quarter­
master-General a new edition was edited to include the changes made 
by the last several Encampments, and published.

COMMITTEE ON MILITARY COLLEGE.

The committee to investigate the advisability of establishing a 
military college as a memorial to the soldiers and members of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, announced in General Order No. 6, of Com- 
mandcr-in-Chief Darling, Dec. 18, 1897, failed to make its report 
at the following Encampment, held at Omaha last year, because of the 
absence in the war of Captains Sortor and Wren, both members and 
the former chairman of the committee. Since our last Encampment 
considerable work has been done by this committee, and I beg this 
Encampment to receive and consider its report.

DECORATION FOR SERVICE IN SPANISH WAR.
By the resolution of our last Encampment, the Commander-in- 

Chief was authorized to have prepared a medal of houor to be fur­
nished by Divisions, through the Quartermaster-Generars Department, 
to all members of the Order who served in the Spanish-American War. 
No data as to the number of medals required could be obtained, except 
through the sources adopted for the compilation of the “ Roll of 
Honor,” ordered also by the last Encampment. Efforts were made to 
secure a captured Spanish cannon for use iu the manufacture of this 
medal, but the Secretary of War, while expressing his good wishes in 
the matter, informed us that an act of Congress was necessary for the



EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

•transfer of a cannon for our use. So far as possible the necessary 
information has now been obtained; a sample decoration has been pre- 
pared; and 1 recommend that this matter be placed in the hands of the 
•Quartermaster-General and lie be directed and authorized to proceed 
with the manufacture and distribution of the medal.

12

%
COUHTS-AIARTIAL AND DECISIONS.

There have been twenty-six decisions rendered during the year, 
fourteen of which were in courts-martial cases and the balance involv­
ing constitutional questions. An appeal has been taken from my 

•decision sustaining the decision of Division Commander E. U. Archer 
of Ohio, suspending Camp 2d of that Division for non-payment ol 
dues and failure to make reports. Reference is made to the papers in 
this matter, as well as the decisions in all other cases, which are 
attached hereto and made a part of this report.

RELATIONS WITH G.A.It.

i ia
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We have experienced a continuation of the close fraternal relations 
•existing between the Grand Army of the Republic, the Womau’s Relief 
Corps, the Daughters of Veterans and the Ladies of the G.A.R. and 

•our own Order, and felt a closer drawing together of these societies with 
ours, whose principles and objects and common interests make them all 
akin.

A Committee on Fraternal Relations was appointed to attend the 
annual meeting of the Grand Army and the other societies meeting at 
Philadelphia this week and convey the greetings of our Order, which 
committee will make its report at this Encampment.

ladies’ aid society.
Under the splendid administrations of the Department and National 

Officers of ihe Ladies’ Aid Society most excellent work has been done 
•by that organization in carrying on the patriotic and charitable work 
which it contemplates, and also in assisting and encouraging many 
Camps of Sons of Veterans, where the subordinate bodies of the two 
organizations are located together. I am under obligations to the Ladies’ 
Aid Society for the continuous courtesy and assistance received from 
.its officers and members.

DIVISION OK WEST VIRGINIA.

Upon assuming command I found that the per capita tax of the 
Division of West Virginia for the June, 1808, quarter had not been paid. 
Efforts were made from time to time to secure the payment of this and 
tlia per capita tax for the subsequent September and December quarters. 
A. R. Jones had been elected Division Commander and had established 
-headquarters at Elkins, W. Va. Further than taking his oath of 
office and assuming command of his Division nothing seems to have been 
done by Commander Jones. Not only did he fail to forward his reports 
to the Adjutant-General and pay the required per capita for the three 
quarters mentioned, but he totally neglected the Camps and membership 
under his charge. His.resignation as Division Commander was tendered
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and accepted on Feb. 24, 1899. It waB impossible to call a meeting, 
of the Division Council on account of the distance to be travelled by 
each of them and the expense of such meeting. Blanks were submitted 
to each of the members of the Division Council for the purpose of elect­
ing ;a successor to Commander Jones. The Council unanimously elected 
Past Commander R. F. Adams for the unexpired term. Member of the 
Council-in-Chief IT. H. Hammer was appointed Assistant Inspector- 
General for the Division of West Virginia, and directed to proceed to 
Elkins, W. Va., and inspect and audit the accounts of Brother Jones, 
secure the Division property and forward the same to Commander 
Adams. For the manner in which Brother Hammer discharged this 
duty, and the loyaltya and energy with which Commander Adams 
assumed charge of the affairs of this Division, 1 am deeply indebted 
and grateful to both.

FRATERNAL I APER3.

We have been indebted during the past year for material assistance 
rendered by the publication of several fraternal papers, among which 
may be mentioned, The Michigan Messenger, The Sunjioteer Picket, 
The Recruit, The Illinois Banner, The Grand Army Journal and The 
National Tribune. Next to the editing of a paper, its usefulness must 
be measured by the number of individual members who receive and read 
it. Through the scheme adopted by Past Commander Wm. G. Dustin, 
editor and publisher of the Illinois Banner, that paper is mailed to 
and received by every member of the Illinois Division as well as many 
outside of the Division. While it might not be practical for the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief to adopt the plan followed, nevertheless, it is recom­
mended to the consideration of the several Divisions as a means of 
reaching every member of the Order with a fraternal paper.

ORGANIZATION AND MEMBERSHIP.

I have always been a firm adherent to and believer in our present 
form of organization, including the Camp, Division and Commandery-in- 
Cliicf. 1 have observed the excellent and continuous work done by the 
subordinate Camps in carrying out the idea of charity, not ouly to the 
veteran soldier and his family, but also to and among the brothers of 
our Order. The Camps are more and more assuming and discharging 
the duties of Memorial Day, as contemplated by our laws, and in many 
cases during the past year the local Camps in their respective localities 
took entire charge and direction of the work of Memorial Day, aud by 
their efforts discharged in the highest degree this sacred duty, and 
advanced the Order in the estimation of the public generally and 
received commendation from the Grand Army expressive of their grati­
tude. Many Camps are uniformed and drilled and maintain military 
organizations creditable to them and to the Order. In other Camps the 
social and patriotic features arc most prominent.

We have long observed, however, that there is a large number of 
eligible sons of Union soldiers whom we have never been able to briug 
into membership. Various causes have contributed to. the failure on
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part to enlist the services of these desirable recruits, in many 
towns, in which may be found one or more of their best citizens who 

eligible to membership, no Camp exists. In other places Camps 
have been unable to secure the older eligible Sons of Veterans, because, 
perhaps, they have passed the years of life when drills or uniforms or 
the work of the local Camps had any attraction for them. This subject 
is not a new one and various suggestions have been made to this body 
from year to year for its solution. Some have advocated the repeal of 

present system of organization, or the elimination of the ritualistic 
work entirety, or doing away with both. Others suggested the plans of 
the Sons of the American Revolution or the Loyal Legion, and others 
for a single Camp for each State. A great deal of time and work has 
been devoted to this during the past year, and we offer for the con­
sideration of this Encampment our views upon this subject.

AVe believe that provision can be made in our laws for the organi­
zation of a Camp in each Division-that will conform to the present plan 
of organization, and with only some modification as to the details of the 
work, which will attract to membership a great body of eligible sons 
of veterans who are not now members of the Order. At Ihdianapolis 
a resolution was adopted making it optional with Camps to muster 
recruits by simply giving the obligation and secret work if it was 
deemed best. By giving greater latitude to the Camp as to its time and 
place of meetings and the number of meetings to be held will tend 
greatly, in my opinion, to solve the difficulty. A Camp then can be 
organized in each Division, if desired, to iuclude in its membership 
recruits from every point in the Division, imposing upon them none of 
the details of Camp work now assumed, at least by a recruit at his 
muster. Leave it optional with a Camp as to its time and place of 
meeting, and the number of meetings it shall hold. Such a member­
ship drawn from the Division at large will attract many older and 
influential members and add strength to our Order and contribute 
to the work it contemplates. Provision should also be made for 
associate membership in this Camp by brothers of the Order who now 
belong to their local Camps, and who, if they sever such member­
ship by transfer, injure their local Camps, but by retaining such active 
membership with the privilege of becoming ail associate member of 
the State Camp would enable them to help carry on the work of the 
local Camp and at the same time afliliate with the State Camp 
posed of membership at large; compelling such associate members to 
pay dues in both Camps; and basing the representation of such Camp 
in the Division Encampments upon its active membership.

I am more than ever before convinced of the usefulness and gran­
deur and perpetuity of the organization of the Sons of Veterans, believ­
ing that not members alone, but that character and strength of 
membership, which we now have and to which every year we arc adding, 
weigh most in carrying on the work of our Order, and make most for 
the advancement of those principles which it teaches.' Satisfied more 
than ever that the Order of Sons of Veterans link the. splendid 
achievements of the past with the eventful days in which we live, to per­
petuate them in a glorious future for our country.

our

are

our

com-

M
-
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OFFICERS AND STAFF.

The officers and staff brought to their respective positions experi­
ence in the work of the Order, ability to perform their duties and a deep 
desire to so labor as to best advance its interests. I cannot close this 
report without making the just acknowledgment that to them is due 
whatever of good has been accomplished in this year’s work, and to the 
Division officers and brothers everywhere I am indebted for the greatest 
kindness and assistance.

To Col. William G. Dustin and Surgeon-General McDowell, and 
others, I am obligated for special work and many courtesies.

The Adjutant-General and the Quartermaster-General have from 
the nature of their offices the most arduous and exacting work to per­
form, and we all know that Adjutaut-General Abbott and Quarter­
master General Bolton brought special qualifications and industry to 
the positions which they assumed, and in addition to their duties well 
performed, they have made my official year most happy and pleasant; 
and 1 may add that so long as these important positions are filled by 
such worthy brothers, (he interests of the Order will always be advanced 
and safeguarded.

As there is no day without its nearness of eveuiug shades, so with 
all the pleasant memories of this year’s work, with the close friendships 
formed by daily contact, comes the regret of the severance of official 
relations. But 1 hand back to you, my brothers, this great trust 
placed with me, knowing that there is a common ground in the work for 
the Order where we can always meet, and seeing with profound faith a 
glorious future for the Sous of Veterans in carrying out the splendid 
mission for which it was established.

F raternally yours,
Frank L. Siiepard, 

Commander- in- Ch ief.

DECISIONS AND OPINIONS.

Decision I.
Chicago. Oct. 20, 1S9S.

Col. ieonaud C. Couch,
Commander Mats. Division, S.V., U.S.A.,

Taunton, Mass.,
Dear Colonel Couch : 1 return to you herewith record of the court-martial 

proceedings in the case of Bro. l\ O. liardy of Commander George F. F. Wilde 
Camp, No. 117, your Division, together with Opinion No. 2 of the Judge Advo­
cate-General attached thereto I concur in the opinion of the Judge Advocate- 
Geueral, and approve the findings of the Court.

The sentence imposed by the Court should, in my judgment, be modified 
and reduced, as the evidence introduced on behalf of the prosecution does not 
justify so severe a sentence as that fixed by the Court, in view of the fact that 
the testimony given by the witnesses was very largely in the nature of an 
expression bv them of their own conclusions, instead of being a full statement 
of the bare facts and nothing more on the part of the witnesses, then leaving 
the conclusions to be drawn by the Court; and, further, that the competent 
testimony introduced is scant in support of the charges and specifications 
against the accused.

4
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The sentence is therefore modified and reduced, to the suspension of 
Bro. P. 0. Hardy from membership in the Order of Sons of Veterans, and 
from all rights and privileges in the Order, for the period of one year, com­
mencing on the 20th day of October, 1898.

You are charged with the duty of carrying out the sentence in this case in 
conformity with tiic above.

Fraternally yours,
Frank L. Shepard, 

Commander-in- Ch iej.Official:
G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant-General.

Opinion II.

In the matter of the court-martial of Parsons 0. Hardy of Camp 177, Division 
of Massachusetts:

Indianapolis, Ind., Oct. 17, 1S98.
To THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,

Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
The complete copy of the record now presented shows that notice was 

duly served and that he was presented with a copy of the charges. The record 
is therefore without defect in that particular.

It is the opinion of the Judge Advocate-General that the findings of guilty 
by the Court on the third specification of the first charge and on the first 
specification of the second charge arc not sustained by the evidence; but it is 
apparent that there is support in the evidence for the findings on the first 
specification of the first charge. The Court found the facts and while the 
evidence is somewhat flimsy we do not feel that the findings should be 
disturbed.

It is recommended that the proceedings be approved, and the sentence
affirmed.

Respectfully,
James W. Noel,

./udeje Advocate-General.

Decision No. II.— (J. A.-Gen. Op. III.)

Chicago, Oct. 28, 1898.
Col. Wm. T. Church,

Commander Illinois Division, S. V., U.S.A., 
The Tacoma, City.

JDear Colonel Church: The record in the court-martial proceedings 
against Charles D Henry, of Camp No. 28, Division of Illinois, together with 
Opinion No. III., of the Judge Advocate-General, attached thereto, is returned 
to you herewith.

I concur in the opinion and recommendations of the Judge Advocate- 
General, and hereby approve the finding of the Court and the sentence imposed.

You are hereby directed to carry the sentence into effect at 
Fraternally yours,

once.

Frank L. Shepard, 
Commander-i n-Chief.Official:

G. B. Abbott
Adjutant-General.'

I
r
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Opinion III.
In the matter of the court-martial of Charles 1). Henrv of Camp No. 28, Division 

of Illinois, S.V., U.S.A.
Indianapolis, Ind., Oct. 20, 1S98.

The record in the above entitled case shows that the proceedings were in 
proper form and according to law and that the finding of the Court is sustained 
by the evidence. I, therefore, recommend that the Commander-in-Chief affirm 
the finding and approve the sentence.

James W. Noel, 
Judge Advocate-General.

Decision III.—(J. A.-Gen. Op. IV.)
Chicago, Oct. 28. 18PS.

Col. CHARLES L. I’lERCE,
Commander California Division, S.V., U-S.A., 

13 Pine St.. San Francisco, Cal.
Dear Colonel Pierce: l hand you herewith Opinion No. IV. of the .Judge 

Advocate-General in answer to the questions raised in your communication of 
August 15.

I concur in the opinion of the Judge Advocate-General and adopt the 
same as my decision upon the questions raised.

1Fraternally yours,
Fuank L. Shepard,

Commander-in-Chief.Official:
G. 11. Aubott,

Adjutant-General.

Opinion IV.
In the matter of request of Charles L. Pierce, Commander, Division of Cali­

fornia, for opinion.
Indianapolis, Ind., Oct. 26, 180S.

It is plainly the law of the Order that one dropped because of arrearages 
may be reinstated by the Camp which dropped him upon the payment of one 
year’s back dues. It has been held repeatedly that when he presents himself 
for muster or reinstatement to another Camp he must pay the one year’s back 
dues to the Camp which dropped him, and the muster fee of the Camp which 
reinstates him. Hut the law does not intend that, when reinstated by his own 
Camp, he should pay more than the one year’s arrearages, 
making his application therefor and applying the one year’s Arrearage the 
member may be reinstated, after being balloted on in the same manner as an 
original applicant. The Camp cannot demand more of him than the one year’s 
dues and there can lie no conditional reinstatement.

The law of the Order requires that the muster fee, or, in case of dropped 
member, the one year’s dues be paid before the member is balloted on lor 
muster or reinstatement. If the member has been reinstated without paying 
in advance, the officers have violated the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, 
and may be court-martialed. In the absence of any showing to the contrary 
it is presumed that the olllcers complied with the law and that the members 
paid the one year’s back dues before reinstatement. The quartermaster is 
liable ou his bond to the Camp for the amount, whether paid to him or not., if 
lie reported the amount paid, and such a report was necessary before reinstate­
ment.

!

So that upon

the record toHut even though the officers were derelict and permitted 
show his reinstatement as a member, he is parliceps criminis and cannot profit 
by a wrong in which he participated. Common honesty would not permit him 
to thus avoid his own obligation and if, as a matter of fact, the back dues are

2
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not paid as required by the regulations of the Order, he is in arrears with the 
Camp which reinstated him and cannot demand a transfer from the Camp 
until he has paid all his debts to the Camp and no charges exist against him.

It is our opinion that in the case presented the member is not entitled to 
a transfer until he has paid the one year’s arrearages, but that the Camp 
cannot require more of him. He is entitled to a transfer when lie has complied 
with the law and then only.

The general questions asked are answered by the constitution itself. No 
Camp lias a right to carry members on its rolls who are in arrearage more 
than one year. Irregularities committed by Camps, when clearly proven, and 
entirely inconsistent with the law of the Order, may be cause for suspension of 
the Camp or a revocation of its charter by the proper authorities.

Respectfully submitted,
Jambs W. Nobl, 

Judge Advocate-General.

Decision IV.
Chicago. Oct. 29, 1898.

Col. John Rkdmoxd,
Commander Kansas Division, S. V., U.S.A.

Wichita, Kan.
Dear Colonel Jledmond: Yonr communication of October 25, asking “if 

it has ever been decided that Captains are not entitled to past rank, unless they 
have received commissions,” is duly received, and in reply I beg to advise you 
that so far as I am aware, it has never been so decided.

The Constitution, Chapter III., Article II., Section 1 and paragraphs, 
provides for membership in a Division Encampment of Past Captains who 
have served for a full term, or having been elected to fill a vacancy, shall have 
served to the end of the term, so long as they remain in good standing in their 
Camp. This, in my opinion, controls, and the fact that the Division Com­
mander may not have provided a Camp Captain with a commission after he has 
been elected by his Camp to that otllcc, cannot take from him his right to the 
rank of Past Captain, after he has fully complied with the foregoing.
- It is the duty of the Division Commander to commission all such ofllccrs 
who have been duly elected and installed, and any neglect to do so cannot 
deprive the Captain of the honors of his otlice.

;

Fraternally yours,
Frank T<. Siikpaup,

Commander-in-Ch iej-Official:
iG. B. Abbott,

Adjutant-General.
■*
-LDecision V.

Chicago, Oct. 31, 1898.Col. E. W. Estks,
Commander New York Division, S.V., U.S.A.

Twcedlc Building, Albany, N.Y.
Dear Colonel Estes: Your communication of the 29th Inst., in which you 

state that a brother of one of the Camps of your Division was in the Camp 
report for the quarter ending June 30, reported suspended by his Camp for 
non-payment of dues; that the brother suspended was a delegate to and had a 
seat in your Division Encampment on June 30; that early in July the brother 
remitted to the Quartermaster-Sergeant of his Camp $10.00, and received the 
Quartermaster-Sergeant’s receipt, dated July 20, 188(5, showing payment for 
duos to July 1, 1898, accompanied by letter from the Quartermaster, staling 
that “ at the meeting of the 20th, the Camp decided to accept the money and 
reinstate you as a member .... I enclose you receipt for $7.25 for dues;” 
that the quarterly report for the quarter ending November 80 from the Camp

b
!■
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shows that the said brother has been dropped, and asking for my decision 
upon the following points: —

1st. Did the brother have any right to sit in the Division Encampment, 
as a delegate?

2d. Is the Captain negligent in his duty to permit a member of his Camp 
in the Division Encampment, who is nine months in arrears for dues?

3d. A brother having bceu suspended aud having remitted more money 
than is necessary to pay his dues, and the Camp accepts the same, is it manda­
tory upon the Captain of that Camp to order the brother to be again placed in 
good standing in the Camp?

4th. Funds having been received by the Camp, what right has the Cap­
tain of that Camp in his succeeding report to ignore the acceptance of fuuds, 
and then drop the brother?

5th If a member is suspended and payment of the dues is ottered the 
Camp by the suspended member, must the Camp accept it?

In answer to the foregoing questions, based upon the statement of facts 
submitted in your communication, I beg to advise you that in my judgment, the 
first question is answered in the negative, by Section III. of Article IV., Chap­
ter V. of the Constitution, Rules and Requirements, which provides that any 
member of a Camp who is six months in arrears in the payment of his dues 
shall be prohibited from voting and not permitted in the Camp room; is 
ineligible to ollice; shall be reported suspended, and shall not be counted in the 
representation of the Camp at the Division Encampment.

The answer to your second question is also contained in the same section, 
which provides: ‘‘lie shall be reported suspended in the quarterly report to 
Division Headquarters until such dues are paid.” And it is clearly the duty of 
the Captain to have him so reported and being so reported, he is disqualified 
to sit as a delegate in a Division Encampment

In answer to your third question l have to advise you, that a suspended 
member may be reinstated by payment of back dues; and in this case the 
brother paid all back dues, anti the same having been received by the Camp and 
the Quartermaster-Sergeant having given the brother a receipt showing the 
same, the brother is reinstated by operation of law, and it is the duty of the 
Captain and his Quartermaster-Sergeant to show such reinstatement

Section in.. Article IV., Chapter V., Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Comuiander-in-Clnof Humly, Ueci-lon I.XIV., 1-hh. p. 47, Gould’s ldirest, p. 53.
Judge Advocate-General brown, Op. l.Xlll., blue Book, p. GO, Gould’s Digest, p.51.
In answer to your fourth question, I have to say that in view of the fore­

going, the Captain had no right to report the brother as dropped for non-pay­
ment of dues.

In answer to your fifth question it is my judgment that the Camp must 
accept money from a member who is suspended for the non-payment of dues 
tendered by llie member for the payment of his dues.

F raternally you rs,

I
i

Frank L. Siikpakd, 
Commandcr-in-Chief.Ofilcial:

G. 11. A mu m*,
Adjutant-General.

Decision VI.
Chicago, Ii.l., Dec. 9, 1898.

J. K. Lougiimillkk,
Adjutant Oregon Division, S. Jr., U.S.A.

Silvcrlon, Ore.
Dear Brother and Adjutant: Your communication of the 28tli ult. was 

duly received, in which you state that a brother was mustered into Camp 15, 
of your Division, and afterwards sent by liis Camp as a delegate to the Division 
Encampment, without having first paid his muster fee of SI 50, but afterward 
paying one quarter’s dues to the Camp for which he holds a proper receipt, 
the Camp afterwards by vole declaring him not a member of the Camp, and 
your request for my opinion as to whether or not he is a member.
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In reply I beg to advise you that, in my judgment, the brother became a 
member of Camp 15 after having been mustered in in due form, that the muster 
fee of SI.50 is a proper charge agaiust him together with his dues,— but that 
the brother cannot be suspended by the Camp until he is in arrears for his dues 
or muster fee, or a portion thereof, for a period of six months, and that he 
cannot be dropped by the Camp until he is in arrears for the period of one year.

It is certainly a bad practice and in violation of the requirements of our 
constitution for a’Camp to muster a member until he has paid the required 
muster fee, but in this case the brother having been informed by the Captaiu 
that the muster fee could be paid at a later date, the Camp having received the 
brother into full membership, he cannot now be dropped except in the manner 
above set forth.

Fraternally yours,
Frank L. Shepard, 

Comm a n der- i n- Ch i of.Official:
G. B. Aubott,

Adjutant-General.

Decision VII.—(J. A.-Gcn., Op. V.)

Chicago, III., Dec. 27, 1808.
Col. Wa. T. Cnuncii,

Commanding Division of Illinois, S. V., U.S.A.,
Tacoma Bldg,, City.

Dear Colonel Church: I return to vou herewith record in the court-martial 
proceedings against Carlisle R. Clarke' of Camp No. 2(5, Division of Illinois, 
with the opinion of the Judge Advocate-General attached thereto.

I concur in the opiniou of the Judge Advocate-General and the recom­
mendations of yourself and the Judge Advocate-General, and affirm thp findings 
of the court and approve the sentence imposed.

You arc hereby directed to carry the sentence into effect at once.
Fraternally yours,

Frank L. Shepard,
Corn in a nder- in - Ch ief.Official:

G. B. Abbott,:
Adjutant-General.!,

Opinion V.

In Tuinols0 SUVC j"“artlal of Carlisle R. Clark of Camp No. 20, Division

Indianapolis, Ind., Dec. 22, 1808.rnmwmssm1
James W. Noel, 

Judge Advocate-Gcneral.

Decision VIII.

Chicago, III., Jan 12, 1800.Col. John Redmond,
Commander Kansas Division, E.V., U.S.A.

jurisdiction of the Order of Sons o°f V«tnr» -tliat \he brot,lcr is stJ11 and
to court-martial proceedings, and liable to pm^
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To bold otherwise would permit a brother, after committing some offense, 
to allow himself to become suspended for the non-payment of dues, and in 
that manner avoid being brought to account for his acts and subjected to the 
proper punishment if guilty. It would also tend to impair the discipline of the 
Order, to defeat the ends of justice, and would allow the brother, by his own 
act, to place the Order at a disadvantage by depriving it of the authority to act.

Frank L. Shepard, 
Commander-in- Ch ief.

-

Oflicial:
G. B. Aimorr,

Adjutant General.

Decision IX.

Chicago, III., Jan. 25, 1S99.
To Past Capt. E. F. J. Goldsmith,

Of Pier Camp No. So, S. V., U.S.A.
Through the Commander of the Division of Wisconsin.

In rc the decision of Commander W. J Patton of the Division of Wisconsin, 
rendered on the 19th of May, 1897, to the effect that all representatives of Pier 
Camp, No. 35, of said Division, were not. entitled to a seat in the fourteenth 
annual Encampment of said Division, by reason of a failure to pay the sum of 
$3.20, claimed to lie due the Division of Wisconsin for fees of the inspector 
who inspected the various Camps in said Division for the past year, said amount 
being charged per capita on all members in good standing at the time of inspec­
tion and being based on the total expense for the full inspection. Passing over 
the questionable right of an individual member of a Camp to appeal from the 
decision of a Division Commander in a matter which pertains to the Camp as a 
whole, in its relation to the Division headquarters, when the Camp itself, by 
its proper ofllccrs and over the seal of the Camp, has taken no action in such 
matters, I am of the opinion and do so decide, that the decision of Commander 
Patton should stand.

'Phe appeal does not state that the Past Commanders in good standing of 
Camp 35, of the Division of Wisconsin, were debarred from participating in 
the fourteenth annual Encampment of said Division, but that the representa­
tives were thus debarred.

The matter of the inspection of Camps is clearly established in Section 1, 
Article V., of the general Rules and Regulations of the Order, and that the 
expenses of the same should be paid by the Camps inspected is clearly defined 
in Section 11 of the “Instructions to Inspecting Oillcers” found in the rules 
established by Inspector-General Abbott, in 1887, authorized by Commander-in- 
Chicf Payne, and accepted and approved by the following National Encamp­
ment at Dos Moines, Iowa, and which has been continued as an established rule 
of the Order ever since that date. Said section provides that “ Inspecting
olHccrs arc not entitled to compensation for services----------------but each
Camp is required to meet the actual expenses of its inspection, unless other­
wise ordered by the Colonel commanding.

In evidence of the power of the Division to regulate and provide for the 
manner of meeting the expense for the inspection of Camps, many Divisions 
have adopted by-laws, and others have made provisions by resolution, that said 
expenses should be met by a pro rata charge upon each Camp inspected in pro­
portion to the number of members of said Camp to the entire expenses of the 
inspection. The authority of Divisions to so do has been approved and has 
not been construed as contrary to the Constitution, Rules aud Regulations of 
the Order. It thus being in the power of the Division to assess the Camps pro 
rata for the cost of the inspections, this charge becomes a legitimate tax levied 
by the Division, and Camps falling to comply therewith should be denied repre­
sentation in the Division Encampment, in accordance with Section 2, Article IV., 
of the general Rules and Regulations of the Order, which provides that “ Any 
Camp in arrears for reports or dues shall not be allowed any representation in 
the Division Encampment to which it is attached until the same are paid.”

I
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The question raised by the appellant that the disbursements of said inspec­
tion were not submitted to any Encampment of the Wisconsin Division for 
action or auditing is entirely foreign to the ruling of Commander Patton and 
has no bearing upon the case, these accounts being in the hands of the Division 
Council, to whom the Encampment usually delegates the power of auditing the 
accounts of Division officers. If the Division officers have failed to make an 
accounting of funds coming into their hands from the various Camps in a 
proper and legitimate manner, they are subject to discipline, and such a question 
is foreign to the case under consideration.

The further question raised by the appellant that no method of payment 
of the expenses of such inspection was provided for by the Division Encamp­
ment in adopting a resolution that the cost of inspections should be made by 
pro rata taxation is not material to the case for the reason that the provision 
for the inspection of Camps is established in Section I, Article V., Constitution, 
Rules and Regulations, above referred to, and the cost of the same made opera­
tive by virtue of the ruling: of the Inspector General, all of which had previously 
been legally established by action of the Commandery-in-Chicf, and no specific 
action by the Division itself was necessary.

The appellant makes no charge that the amount assessed in proportion to 
its membership was excessive or that the inspection was not made in accord­
ance with the laws of the Order; and while the resolution adopted by the 
Division Encampmeut pertaining to the manner in which the inspections should 
be made did not specifically state the manner in -which the expense of the 
inspection should be paid, it is in keeping with the rule established by 
Inspector-General that the actual expense of the inspection should be paid by 
the Camp, unless otherwise ordered by the colonel commanding. Ample 
authority is thereby vested in the colonel for making the pro rata charge upon 
each Camp for the cost of inspection. The decision of Commander l’atton 
becomes the act of the Division by virtue of having been sustained by the 
Division Encampment over the appeal of the appellant in this case.

Thank L. Siiki’aw>, 
Com mand c r-in-Ch ifj-

If
;

1I
a the

II ■
«

Official:
G. B. AnnoTT,

Adjutant-General.
%m

Decision X.ill Chicago, Ili.., .Jan. 30, IS90.
Col. A. S. Moulthhoi*,

Commander Pennsylvania Division, S. V. U.S.A.
In the matter of the court-martial proceedings against Harry T. Wheeler, 

of Lieut. John T. Greblc Camp No. 10, Division of Pennsylvania,* S.V. U.S.A., 
°n?lmr?e of “Conduct unbecoming a member in‘his relations to the 
Order, in which the brother was tried, found guilty and sentenced to bo “ Dis­
honorably discharged and dismissed from the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.the 
approval of which sentence is recommended by the Division Commander, l find 
that proper service was had upon the accused, the trial was regular in form, 
the evidence supports the specification that the said brother, Harry T. Wheeler, 
collected money belonging to the Camp and has failed and refused to turn the 
snme over to the Camp, and I affirm the finding of the court and the sentence 
imposed, and approve the recommendation of the Division Commander and 
direct Division Commander A. S. Moulthrop to carry the same into effect. 
Official:

i
11 M

ii%

m im1
a Thank L. Siiki-akd,

Commandcr-in-Chief-G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

Decision XI.
Chicago, III., Jan. 30, 1890.Col. A. S. Moulthhoi*,

Commander Pennsylvania Division, S. V U. S A

i
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on the charges of, first “ Violation of the obligation taken at the time of 
assuming the office of Quartermaster Sergeant,” second, “Misappropriating 
the funds of the Camp intrusted to his care,” I find that proper service was 
had upon the said Reuben F. Schwartz that the proceedings in said court- 
martial were regular in form, that the evidence introduced appears to support 
the charges made and the sentence imposed, which finding and sentence of the 
Court are hereby affirmed, and the recommendation of the Division Commander 
is approved and in accordance therewith Brother Reuben F. Schwartz, of Camp 
72, Division of Pennsylvania, is dishonorably discharged and dismissed from the 
Order of Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., and Division Commander A. S. Moulthrop 
is hereby directed to carry the same into effect.

Frank L. Shepard,
Co m man de r- i«- Ch ief.Official:

G. B. Abbott,
-•1 dj ut ant- Gen e ra 1.

Decision XII.
Chicago, III., Jan. 30, 1899.

Col. E. II. Archer,
Commander Ohio Division, S.V., U.S.A.

In t he matter of the court-martial proceedings against Win. A.Teetor, of 
Win. Meade Camp, No. 1(5, Division of Ohio, S.V., U.S.A., who was tried on 
the charge of “ Committing a scandalous crime against the laws of the land,” 
found guilty, and sentenced to “ be dishonorably discharged and dismissed from 
the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A ,” 1 find that proper service was had upon the 
accused, that the proceedings of the court-martial were in regular form, and 
the sentence justified by the evidence presented. I accordingly approve the 
same and direct Col. E. 11. Archer, Commanding the Ohio Division, Sons of 
Veterans, U.S.A., to carry the same into cll'ect.

Frank L. Shepard,
Co m m a nder-in - Ch ief.Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

Decision XIII.
Chicago, III., Jan. 30, 1S99.

Col. W. W. Bisby.
Commander Iowa Division, S.V., U.S.A.

In the matter of the reinstatement of Waterloo Camp, No. 19, Division 
of Iowa, and the members formerly upon its roll, including one Past Division 
Commander and several Past Captains, which Camp was dropped in 1895, the 
Camp not having reported nor paid any per capita tax since 1894, I am of the 
opinion and do so decide, that.it is impossible to reinstate this Camp under our 
Constitution, Rules aud Regulations ; that the brothers mentioned have lost 
tliclr past rank by allowing themselves to be dropped from the Order with the 
Camp to which they belonged, and it is beyond the power of a Division Com­
mander or the Commander-in-Chief to reinstate them in the Order and to restore 
to them their past rank. They may become members of the Order again by 
complying with the Constitution in that regard, or they might have retained their 
rank by keeping up their membership, in keeping up their Camp or by taking a 
transfer at the time the Camp was dropped aud placing it in some other Camp.

Frank L. Siiepard, 
Commander-in- Ch i ef.Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

I
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Decision XIV.

In re, court-martial of John A. Andrew Camp, No. 13, Division of Massachu­
setts, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.

Chicago, III., Feb. 1, 1S99.
Col L. C. Couch,

Commanding Division of Massachusetts, S. V., U.S.A.
It appears from the record in this case that John A. Andrew Camp, No. 

13, Division of Massachusetts, was suspended by the Division Commander on 
May 2G, 189S, by his Special Order No. 17; that charges were preferred against 
the Camp by order of the Division Commander, and a court-martial appointed 
for the trial of the Camp by his Special Order No. 17, dated Nov. 8, 1898.

The first charge preferred was “ conduct prejudicial to good order and 
discipline,” and the first specification thereunder alleged that, the “ said brothers 
and others composing said John A. Andrew Camp, No. 13, Division of Massa­
chusetts, Sons of Veterans, U S.A., did as an organized and chartered Camp 
of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., order, authorize, sanction, sustain, publish 
and promulgate the following: to wit,” and including in such specification the 
circular alleged to have been authorized and published by the said Camp, and 
alleging that such action was prejudicial to good order and discipline and 
direspectful t'o the Division Commander. There is a second specification under 
charge one, which is followed by charge two, with one specification, but as the 
court rendered a finding of “ not guilty ” as to the said second specification of 
the first charge and to first specification of the second charge, they will not 
be considered in this decision.

Service was had upon the accused Camp by serving four members of the 
Camp, who each entered his individual appearance.

Four members of the Court responded to the roll-call, and objection to 
proceeding with less than the full number of the Court having been waived by 
the counsel'for Camp 13, the Court was sworn and proceeded with the trial. 
Objection was made by the counsel for Camp 13 to the time of day at which 
the Court convened and heard the case, it appearing from the record that the 
session was called to order at 8.35 o’clock i\m. on the first day, and at S o’clock 

the second day, which objection was overruled by the Court. Counsel 
for the defendant Camp also objected to the trial by the Court appointed in 
this case on the ground that the charges had been preferred bv the Division 
Commander, who appointed the Court, and who, if a finding of guilty was 
rendered, must review the case. Counsel further objected to the proceedings 
for want of jurisdiction on the part of the Court to t rv for anv offense the 
defendant Camp, as a Camp.

The Court heard the evidence introduced and the arguments of the 
sol. all of which appears in the record, and after consideration declared its 
findings as follows: —

“ The Court finds John A. Andrew Camp No. 13, Sons of Veterans, guilty 
of the first specifications of the first charge, and sentences the said Catnp to 
continue suspended until the first day of February, 1899.”

“ On the second specification of the first charge the finding is not guilty.’’
“On the first specification of the second charge the finding is not guilty.’
After an examination of the record in this case, I am of the opinion that 

the trial of this case by four members of the Court, anv objection thereto hav­
ing been specifically waived by counsel for the defense, was not inconsistent 
with our practice.
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Federal Courts relating to court-martial be not strictly applied to proceedings 
of courts-martial in our Order.

Judge Advocate-General Weeks, Op. XXIX., 11th, p.42.
1 am of the opinion that, the third objection was properly overruled; that 

the Court, was appointed and convened in accordance with the procedure of 
our Order.

The prosecution introduced in evidence a Circular Letter dated: “ Head­
quarters of John A. Andrew Camp No. 13 Sons of Veterans, Stoughton, Mass., 
May 23, 1S9S,” on which the names of C. I). Folsom, Geo. A. Ncvins and E. M. 
Fullerton were printed as a committee for Camp 13, Sons of Vcteraus. The 
tone and substance of this circular is contrary to the fraternal feeling that 
should exist between the members of the Order, and especially objectionable 
as being directed against the Division’Commander, it was disrespectful in 
the extreme and prejudicial to good order and discipline, and a reprehensible 
act on the part of the person or persons who were responsible for its publica­
tion, and calls for severe censure as to those who arc presumed, by being mem­
bers of the Order of Sous of Veterans, to have a finer sense of courtesy aud 
of right and wrong, and a higher degree of loyally to their superior officers. 
There is a proper remedy to correct, any illegal act on the part of a superior 
•olllccr and to compel such an officer to do his duty, but the publication of a 
Circular Letter, such as the one introduced in evidence in this case, was not 
the course to pursue and was in violation of the terms and spirit of our Con­
stitution, Rules ami Regulations and obligations. The evidence, however, fails 
to show, except by the admission of counsel for the accused, that the circular 
in question was adopted and published by the Camp, or that any committee or 
person was authorized to have it done for the Camp.

in reference to the objection of the counsel for Camp 13 that this Court 
had no jurisdiction to try under court-martial proceedings “John A. Andrew 
Camp No. 13,” that the proceedings should have been brought against the indi­
vidual members, naming them, and bringing them in by proper service, and not 
against the Camp as a whole and in the name of the Camp, which objection was 
overruled by the Court,— 1 am of the opinion that the Division Commander had 
no authority to issue his Special Order No. 17, ordering this court-martial “ for 
the trial of John A. Andrew Camp, No. 13 of Stoughton,” and that it was an error 
on the part of the Court to proceed with this trial against said Camp for want 
•of jurisdiction. A charter cannot be. proceeded against by court-martial. An 
organization such as “John A. Andrew Camp No. 13,” cannot be charged with 
a crime or with a violation of our C., R. and R., court-martialed, tried aud 
punished. While it is true that a Camp may be suspended and its charter 
revoked, and, in that, manner, its life taken away under some circumstances, it 

•can only be done as specifically provided by our 0., R. aud R. "The Constitu­
tion seems to be clear that a charter cannot be revoked, or a Camp suspended, 
•except, for a failure to make quarterly reports, pay per capita tax, or violation 
of the C., R. and R.”

Commander-In-Chief llumly, Revision XI,VIII.. 11th,p. 42.
If all or any of the otllcers or members of Camp No. 13 were guilty of the 

specifications and charges made in this proceeding, they should have been pro­
ceeded against as individuals, proper service had upon them, and tried as such. 
•Court-martial can only be resorted to and proceeded within our Order as 
authorized by our C.. R. and R., and by referring to it, we can find no authority 
for the court-martial trial and punishment of a Camp, as a Camp and as an 
organization, and applying it to this case 1 am of the opinion that it accords to 

•every brother the right to appear and defend himself, and if innocent to prove 
it; and in this proceeding even had there been a minority in the Camp who 
voted against the circular in question and who had in no sense violated any rule 
or obligation of our Order, it would have been useless for him to appear at this 
trial, providing a majority of the Camp had adopted the circular, for this pro- 

•cceding was directed.against the Camp, as an organization, and not against the 
members of it as individuals.

Entertaining the views herein expressed, I am obliged to set aside and 
vacate the findings and sentence of the Court with instructions to the Division 

‘Commander to reinstate John A. Andrew Camp No. 13.

ti
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The proceedings in this case are returned to Division Commander Leonard 

C. Couch, with directions to proceed in conformity with the foregoing.
Frank L. Shepard, 

Commander-in- Chief.Official:
G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant-General

Decision XV.
In the matter of the eligibility of a son of Martin V. Robbins, Sergeant of 

Captain Paro’s Company F, Dallas County, II.G.

Chicago, III., Feb. 9, 1899.
Col. Jonx Redmond,

Commander Division of Kansas, S. Ir., U.S.A.
In view of the official statement authorized by the Secretary of War that 

under the provisions of the Hawkins Taylor Commission •• The claim of said 
Robbins for service between June 24, 1SG1, and Sept. 24, 1 SGI, a period of one 
month and fifteen days, was allowed as actual military service under the 
United States,” I am of the opinion and do so decide that a son of the said 
Robbins is duly eligible to membership in the Order of Sons of Veterans, 
U.S.A., so far as concerns the honorable record of his father in the service of 
the United States.

Frank L. Shepard,
Commander-in- Chief.Official:I G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XVI.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. VI.-VJII.)
In the matter of the appeal of Daniel Ritter Camp No. 24, Division of Ohio.

Chicago, III. March 15, 1899.
The record in this appeal shows that a requisition upon the Ohio Division 

was issued on Aug. 9, 1894, by the Division Commander in favor of Geo T. 
Crawford, amounting to $49 50. There being no funds out of which the 
requisition could be paid by the Division, it was sold by Crawford to Daniel 
Ritter No. 24. At the Thirteenth Annual Encampment of the Ohio Division, 
held the following year, the requisition not having been paid, a resolution was 
adopted by the Encampment providing for the application of the per capita tax 
due from the Camp to the payment of the requisition, such application not to 
exceed §15 00 per year. From July, 1895, to April, 1898, the per capita tax of 
Camp 24 amounted to $33.89, which was allowed to be paid for the several 
quarters by applying it on the requisition held bv the Camp. The Camp failed 
to send in reports for per capita tax for the July and October, 1898, quarters, 
but ask that the Division Commander credit the Camp with payments of per 
capita tax on the requisition held by it. This the Commander refused to do, 
and by his Division Order, No. 7, suspended Camp 24 for failure to forward 
reports and per capita tax for the two preceding quarters. From this order of 
suspension Camp 24 appeals to the Commandcr-in-Chicf.

to maintain the organization of our Order the payment of dues is required 
of its members, which dues are divided into the per capita tax, amounting to 
sixteen cents per capita per year to the Commandcry-iii-Chief, the amount fixed 
by the various Divisions for the maintenance of the Division, and the balance 
for the support of the Camp to which the member belongs. The amount and 
manner of payment of the Commandcry-in-Chlef per capita tax is under the- 
original and exclusive control of and is regulated by the Commandcry-ln-Chlef, 
which is the supreme authority of our Order. The Commandcry-in-Chlcf 
vests in the several Divisions and Camps the authority, within certain limita­
tions, to fix the amount of Division per capita tax and Camp dues respectively
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The amount of the Commaudery-iu-Chief per capita tax from each member, 
which is paid by him in the form of dues to the Camp, is received by the offi­
cers of his Camp for the purpose of remittance to the officers of his Division. 
They receive it for the purpose of remittance to the officers of the Commandcry- 
in-Chicf. Any excess, over and above the Cominandcry-in-Chief per capita tax 
and the Division per capita tax paid by the member in the form of dues, is 
under the control of the Camp to which he bclougs Likewise, any excess in 
the form of per capita tax paid by the officers of the Camp to tiie Division, 
above the four cents per capita tax per quarter due to the Commandery-in-Chief, 
is under the control of the Division. But it is not within the power of the 
Camp or the Division, or the officers of cither, to remit the per capita tax due 
to the Commandcry-in-Chief, or to divert it from the purpose for which every 
member of our organization is required to pay it by our Constitution. If a 
Division or the officers of a Division can remit the per capita tax required of a 
Camp to the Division, including the Commandcry-iu-Chicf per capita tax, or 
provide for its application to tiie payment of a requisition held by a Camp 
against tiie Division, then the only way to keep the Camp and its members in 
good standing in the Order would be for the Division to pay the Coinmandery- 
in-Chief per capita tax out of funds received from other sources. The Division 
Commander, in this case, claims that he has not the funds to pay this tax. 
Furthermore, if tiie action of the Division Encampment in this case was valid 
with reference to Camp 24, it would be proper for a Division to take like 
action with every Camp, which might have a claim against the Division. 
Following tins out, suppose this Division should be indebted to all of its 
Camps and should vote to allow each Camp to apply its per capita tax upon its 
claim against the Division In such a case the Division would have absolutely 
no resources to meet the per capita tax, without considering the other expenses 
and ffxcd charges, and the Division, Camps and membership would necessarily 
lose life in the Order, and the Commandcry-in-Chief be deprived of its tax for 
which it had provided and which had been paid by the members in accordance 
with such provision. Of course the Division wouid be liable to the Camps for 
the amount of their claims, as the Division is liable to Camp 24 in this case for 
the amount of the requisition, but the Division can pay the obligation only out 
of its own resources, and the Camp can subject to its payment only the 
property of the Division.

The principle invoked in this decision must have controlled in decision 
XXV. rendered by Commander-in-Chief Maccabc, p. 25, 18th.

Following the suggestions herein set forth, I am of the opinion that the 
action of the Division Encampment, in so far as it sought to spcciflcally divert 
and apply the Commandery-in-Chief per capita tax to the payment of its Divi­
sion debts, was void, and that the Camp should pay to the Division officers, for 
remittance to the Commandery-in-Chief officers, the Commandery-in-Chief 
per capita tax for the July and October, 181)8, quarters and subsequent quarters; 
that the recommendation of the Judge Advocate-General is not approved; the 
appeal herein is dismissed; the order of Division Commander E. H. Archer is 
sustained, and he is hereby directed to proceed in accordance with the 
foregoing.

!

Frank L. Shepard, 
Commandcr-in-Chief.Official:

G. B. Arrott,
Adjuta u l-Cl e neral.

Opinion VI.
In the matter of the appeal of Daniel Bitter Camp No. 24, Sons of Vet­

erans, Massillon, Ohio.

Gen. Frank L. Shepard,
Commander-in-Ch ief.

Sir: I have examined the record in the appeal of Daniel Ritter Camp No. 
24, from the Order of Commander E. II. Archcr^suspcudiug said Camp, and 
submit the following: —

Indianapolis, Ind., March 9, 1899.
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Section 4 of the Constitution, Rules and Regulations provides that Division 
Commanders mav suspend delinquent Camps in their discretion, for failure to 
make quarterly reports or to perform any other duties required of them by the 
Constitution, Rules and Regulations, etc. The record, which is not disputed, 
shows that this Camp for two quarters failed to make a report. In that case 
there is no doubt of the right of the Division Commander to suspend the Camp 
until such reports are made. If General Order No. 7 of the Ohio Division should 
have suspended said Camp on the separate ground of failure to make reports 
then this appeal would be of no avail.

However, paragraph 5 of the General Order suspends the Camp for “ being 
in arrears for report and payment of per capita tax.” The cause assigned is a 
double one and it does not appear that the Commander assumes to suspend the 
Camp for the single reason that there had been a failure of reports. It remains, 
therefore, for us to examine the record and ascertain whether or not the per 
capita tax was paid, in contemplation of law. If the Camp was in arrears for 
per capita tax, then the suspension for the cause assigned in paragraph 5, Gen­
eral Order No. 7, was right and proper. If the per capita tax was paid then the 
double assignment of cause fails and the camp was wrongly suspended

An examination of the record seems to support a finding that Daniel Rit­
ter Camp No. 24 was the rightful owner of the requisition against the Ohio 
Division aud that the action was, taken by the 1895 Encampment, allowing the 
requisition to be applied on the per capita lax of the camp not to exceed fifteen 
dollars ($15.00) per year, and that said requisition was so accepted and honored 
by all Division Commanders, since, with the exception of Commander Archer, 
aud it is not disputed that the balance of said requisition sufficient to meet the 
payments of per capita tax was still owing to said Camp. If such were not the 
fact evidence would he easily deduciblo. to dispute the same.

The action of the Division Encampment in 1895 seems plainly to have been 
to the effect that the Division gave credit to the amount of the requisition to 
Daniel Ritter Camp No. 24. This there is no doubt it had the right to do, and 
such credit was properly applicable to the payment of indebtedness from the 
Camp to tbe Division. The Division seems by its own act to have so applied 
the debt, and it seems clear that the Camp had the right to have the debt so 
applied. At the time of the suspension the Camp then was not in arrears in 
the payment of per capita tax.

Thus it will he seen that the Camp was liable to suspension for failure to 
make reports, but not for “ being in arrears with reports and payments of per 
capita tax.” There is no question but the Division is entitled to reports from 
the Camps. Otherwise the commander could not ascertain how to apply the 
credit of the Camps on the books of the Division. The Camp should be held to 
strict accountability for its reports, and should be suspended in case of failure 
to make them, but wo do not think this Camp can lie suspended on the ground 
for non-payment of per capita tax.

Respectfully submitted,
James W. Noki«,

./adye jIdvocate-Geacral-

Opinion VIII.

1899.IndianAi’oi.is, Ind. March 17
Gen. Prank L. Shepard,

Commander-in-Chief, 84 La Salle St., Chicago, III.
r-, ' },0l,rs ^lc lf'th enclosing opinion in the matter of the appeal

of Daniel Ritter Camp No. 24, Division of Ohio, received. 1 did not deem it neces­
sary in the recent opinion rendered by me to argue the question which is argued 
in your opinion. Otherwise I would have set out some reasons which 1 think 
would have led you to a different conclusion. The matter, however, is noV 
done and 1 suppose will not be recalled.

Upon the theory laid down in your opinion, if a member pays his dues to 
the Camp lie thereby puts himself in good standing with the Commandcry-in- 
Chief, whether the Lamp pays or not, and if the proper portion of his dues d°
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not go to the Commandery-in-Cliief, it would be by reason of some one’s mis­
appropriation. You will see by Article 3 of the Constitution, Rules and Regu­
lations that the per capita tax is assessed by the Division against the Camp, 
and by the Commandery-in Chief against the Division. The language, I admit, 
is somewhat ambiguous, but I think the only construction which could be placed 
upon it is that the tax is assessed against the Camp or the Division, the amount 
of the tax being determined by the members in either.

You also sec by auotlier section of the Constitution that dues may be re­
mitted by the Camp in certain cases. In that case then, what becomes* of the 
per capita tax due the Commandcry-in-Chief? On the principle laid down in 
your decision the Commandcry-in-Chief would lose the per capita tax and the 
Camp would not be liable for it. This, however, is not the law, and the Camp 
must pay per capita tax to the Division on all of its members in good standing 
and the Division in turn must pay per capita tax to the Commandery-in-Ohief 
on all members in good standing, whether the Camps have remitted dues to 
members or not If the funds were kept separate and were required by law to 
be kept separate, and if the liability for per capita tax to the Division was 
against the member instead of the Camp, then I submit that the decision as ren­
dered would be correct, but Article III. of the Constitution does not so state. 
It is well known that the per capita tax fund is not kept separate and that the 
per capita tax is paid both by the Camp and Division out of the general funds, 
and we know that the Division does not set aside the per capita tax as it is 
paid in. It loses its identity in the general funds from which all debts arc paid.

It cannot be argued that the credit given to Camp No. 2+ by reason of a 
debt recognized by the Division, amounted to the remission of per capita tax. 
It simply amounted to the prepayment of per capita tax. Of course it cannot 
be disputed that the payment of per capita tax is a primary liability and its pay-, 
ment should not be jeopardized, but it cannot be said in good conscience that 
the credit which was given three or four years ago must lose its priority, per­
mit the running expenses of the Division to be paid and then be vacated by the 
General Order of the Commander of the Division upon the theory that, not 
having funds out of which to pay the per capita tax, having exhausted 
them in the running expenses of the Division, he can go back past the recent 
debts which have been paid and make a new charge against Camp 24 whose 
debt was liquidated and satisfied. Neither equity nor any principle of law would 
permit such a proceeding. Of course the Division cannot remit the per capita 
tax, and the decision of General Maccabe is not in point, either in fact or in 
principle. The proceeding in this case is not a remission of per capita tax, nor 
is it a remission of dues It is the repudiation of the requisition drawn by the 
Division upon its general funds and accepted in payment of the debt due not to 
any special fund of the Division but to the general funds of the Division.

The remote contingency expressed in the opinion can have no bearing 
upon the case. It is a matter for the executive of the Division, to determine 
what debts shall be paid, or if necessary to withhold payment of some in order 
to reserve funds necessary for per capita tax, and the Commander of the Divi­
sion should not lose sight of the fact that the per capita tax to the Commandery- 
in-Chief is a primary liability, but he cannot go back three or four years and 
disturb the settlement of the claim upon the theory that a portion of the Order 
was invalid for the reason that the per capita tax is a separate and sacred fund. 
It is not such, either by the law or the practise of the Order. The per capita 
tax is a liability of the Camp and not of the member, and according to the law 
and the practice of the Order, is paid out of the general funds. If the Division 
does not pay the per capita tax, who is suspended, the Division or simply 
the individual members who arc delinquent ? The answer to the question 
settles the controversy.

1 request that this letter be spread upon the record in the case.
Yours respectfully,

•Tamks W. Nokl, 
Judtje Advocate- General.

I
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Decision XVII.—(J. A.-Geu., Op. VII.)
In re the court-martial of Folyard D. MacMennomy of Camp No. 10, Division 

of Pennsylvania, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
Chicago, Ii.i.., March 28, 1890.

Col. A. S. Moulthrope,
Commanding Division of Pa.* S. V., U.S.A.

The records in the proceedings of court-martial of Folyard D. MacMen­
nomy of Lt. John T. Groblc Camp No. 10, Division of Pennsylvania, is returned 
herewith to the Division Commander.

The recommendation of the Judge Advocate-General in the case is approved 
for the reasons set forth in his opinion. The findings and sentence of the 
Court is set aside and a new trial granted.

Frank L. Shepard,
Com ma nder-in- Chief.Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

Opinion No. VII.
In the matter of the court-martial of Folyard D. MacMennomy of Camp No. 10, 

Division of Pennsylvania, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
Indianapolis, Ind., March 10, 1899.

Gicn. Frank L. Siikpap.d,
Cum mandcr-in- Ch icf.

Sir: —I submit herewith record in the case of the court-martial of Folyard 
D. MacMennomy of Camp No. 10, Division of Pennsylvania, U S.A. This record 
has come to the hands of. the Advocate-General directly from the headquarters 
of the Pennsylvania Division and not through the regular channel. 1 have ex­
amined the record, however, and forward it to the Conunandcry with the 
opiuion, which I submit now so as to save extra transmission.

I have examined the record in the case and find that while a copy of the 
uotice to the accused is set out, there is no proof in the record that such 
notice was ever served and the record therefore is defective and l would recom­
mend that the proceedings on that ground be not approved.

The facts set out in the record are not very dclinitc and it seems as if the 
evidence would not justify the finding, even if the record was not defective as 
to notice It is charged that the accused commenced and conducted a prosecu­
tion without authority from the Camp. This is not a violation of either the 
rules of the Order or the law of the land, unless lie fraudulently assumed to 
represent the Camp. Any citizen has the right to commence prosecution 
against any other citizen whenever a crime is committed and he sees fit to do 
so. lie is, of course, at liberty to abandon that prosecution at any time and 
in Ins duties and rights ns a citizen he need not answer to the Camp of the 
bons of Veterans, unless his act is treasonable or in violation of the law.

There seems to be more foundation for the claim that the accused ombez- 
zlcd money, but the evidence is so indefinite that it does not seem, in the mind 
or the Judge Advocate-General, to justify the finding, if the facts existed it
was certainly possible to prove them with explicit evidence. 1 recommend 
that the finding be not approved.
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I! Respectfully submitted,
James W. Noel, 

Judge Adoocatc-Gcneral.

Decision XVIII.
Chicago, III., June 19, 1899.C. II. E. Mohan,

Adjutant New York Division, S. K,
Camp*is wiUtJeJ^n^ie1?)!tllC roPresentation to which each

Encampment is determined, I am of the opinion,

U.S.A.,

:
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and do so decide, that by Section 2 and Section 5, of Article II., Chapter III., 
Pages 23 and 21 of the C., II. and It., the number of representatives to which 
each Camp is entitled in the Division encampment is based upon and deter­
mined by the First Sergeant’s report for the quarter ending September 30, next 
preceding the election, and therefore, the Camp mentioned by you would base 
its representation upon a membership of one hundred and fifty, notwithstand­
ing the fact that its subsequent reports tiled prior to the holding of the Divi­
sion encampment show a loss in its membership.

Frank L. Shepard, 
Commander-in- Chief.Official:

G. 13. Abhott,
Adjutant-General.

Decision XIX.

CniCAGO, 111 , June 19, 1899.
Col. Geo. S. Wiiitmore,

Commander Maryland Division, S.V., U.S.A.
In the matter of the commission to the Quartermaster of the Marylaud 

Division, S.V , U.S.A., I am of the opiuiou, and so decide, that the Quarter­
master of the Maryland Divisiou, being an elective officer, should be commis­
sioned by the Comiuander-in-Chief.

Frank L. Shepard, 
Commander-in- Chief.Official:

G. 13. Abbott,
A djuta nt- General.

Decision XX— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XIII.)

Chicago, III., Aug. 17, 1899.
Col. Ralph Sheldon,

Commander New York Division, S. TV, U.S.A.
In the matter of the court-martial proceedings against John Abar, of It. J. 

Myers Camp No 35, Division of New York, I herewith hand you Opinion XIII., 
of the Judge Advocate General. I concur in the opinion and the recommenda­
tion of the Judge Advocate-General, and hereby approve the finding of the 
court and the sentence imposed. You are hereby directed to carry the same 
into effect at once.

Frank L. Shepard, 
Com m a n der-in- Ch i ef.Official:

G. 13. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

Opinion XIII.

In the matter of the court-martial of John Abar, Camp No. 35, Divisiou of 
New York, S.V., U.S.A.

Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 15, 1899.
Gen. Frank L. Shepard,

Commander-in- Ch ief.
Sir:—1 have examined the record in the court-martial of John Abar, 

Camp 35, Division of New York. S.V., U.S.A., and find that the accused was 
duly served with notice of the charges and proceedings against him, and that 
the proceedings were in due form, and that the finding of the court is sustained 
by the evidence.

I. therefore, recommend that the finding and sentence of the court 
be approved.

Yours very respectfully,
James W. Noel, 

Judge Advocate-General.

I
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Decision XXI.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XIV.)

Chicago, III., Aug. 17, 1899\
Col. Geo. U. Bailey,

Commander Division of New Jersey, S. V„ U.S.A.
I herewith hand'you'Opinion *XIV., of the Judge Advocate-General, to 

to your question submitted July 5, 1899, relative to the amount to be 
collected for the reinstatement of a dropped member arising in Dayton Camp, 
No. 5, of your Division. I concur in the opinion of the Judge Advocate-Gen­
eral, aud adopt the same as my decision upon the question raised.

Frank L. Shepard, 
Commander-in-Chief.

answer

Ofllclal:
G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant- General.

Opinion XIV.

Opinion on the question of the payment of arrearages for reinstatement.

Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 15, 1S99.
Gen. Frank L. Shepard,

Commander-in- Chief.
Sir: — In response to your request of recent date'for an opinion on the

shall iuquestion as to whether the member dropped for more than one year 
paying his dues for reinstatement, pay the year’s dues last prior to his reinstate­
ment, or shall pay the year’s dues which accrued at the time of his delinquency, 
I have examined the question with some interest and find no precedent in the 
law of the Order. It would seem at first as if a decision of the question 
would be an arbitrary one without either position being supported by good 
reason, but we find that the C., U. and R. provides that after one'year’s delin­
quency in the payment of dues the member shall lie dropped. There are, up to 
the time of dropping him, charges made against him on the books of the Camp. 
If he docs not pay his arrearages before the expiration of the year he is dropped, 
but the year’s delinquent dues remain on the books as a charge against him 
and the amount of his accrued indebtedness to the Camp. A flcr one year there 
is no account kept by the Camp with him, neither does he derive any bcnellt 
from the Camp or his relations therewith.

It has been the policy of the Order to encourage membership, and to keep 
membership as far as possible from being burdensome, and it seems to us that 
the purpose of the law is that the member should lie permitted to put himself 
in good standing by squaring his account with the Camp. IIis account with 
the Camp always shows him in arrears for the one year, for the non-payment 
of which lie was dropped. This is a standing indebtedness to his Camp f°r 
which lie is liable and which can be collected at law. It seems natural, there­
fore, that when he reinstates himself ilues, Ushould he the year's dues which lie owes anil for which lie'is delinquent. It Is 
a general rule of construction that the law will not lie arbitrarily construed 
where .there is good reason supporting the construction which is not arbitrary, 
and It seems to me, in constructing the section'providing for the suspension 
and dropping of members with the section providing for the reinstatement of 
members, that we must conclude that the law intends that the delinquent mem­
ber shall, before he can he reinstated, remove the cause for which he was 
dr,?PpeC3v A,Y M0th<T “^traction, it seems to me, would be arbitrary and 
"" itliout foundation in principle. 1 beg to remain,

Yours very respectfully.
James W. Noel,

Judge Advocate-General.

i
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Decision XXII.

Iu the matter of the court-martial of E. 13. Rockwell of J. F. Reynolds Camp, 
No. 4, Division of Pennsylvania.

Chicago, III., Aug. 28. 1890.
Col. S. S. Horn,

Commander Pennsylvania Division, S. V., U.S.A.
In this case E. B. Rockwell is charged with assisting another member of 

the Camp in bringing action at law against the Camp, and acting as counsel for 
such member; and he is also further charged with “conduct unbecoming a 
member of the Order, in his relations with the Order,” in that he used abusive 
and indecent language — specifying the terms used — towards the members of 
his Camp.

No law of the Order or by-law of Camp 4, Division of Pennsylvania, pro­
hibits a member acting as counsel for, or advising, or assisting another who 
may bring suit against the Camp. That portion of Specification 1, Charge 1, 
and Specification 2, Charge 1. will therefore not support a conviction.

Specification 1 sets up the use of opprobrious epithets with reference to 
the members of the Camp. The evidence proves the use of all the objection­
able language as charged. Such conduct is unbecoming a member in his rela­
tions to the Order, and the accused should receive the punishment imposed by 
the court-martial.

The finding and sentence in this case is therefore approved, and the said 
E. 13. Rockwell is dishonorably discharged and dismissed from the Order of 
Sons of Veterans.

This case is returned and you are hereby directed to carry the sentence 
into cfiect at once.

Fuank L. SllKl'AKD.
Co mma nder-i n - Ch ief.Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

Decision XXIII.
In the matter of the court-martial of Frank Rockwell of J. F. Reynolds Camp, 

No. 4, Division of Pennsylvania.
Chicago, III., Aug. 2S, 1899.

Col. S. S. Horn,
Commander Division of Pennsylvania, S. K., U.S.A.

Charge 1 contains but a single specification, viz.: That the accused 
violated a by-law of the Camp, which prohibited him bringing suit against the 
Camp, or its members, and to which lie had subscribed at the time of his 
muster. The specification charges him with summoning certain members of 
the Camp, but the evidence shows that lie brought suit against the Camp to 
recover sick benefits. It will therefore be assumed that the Camp was incor­
porated.

The Order of Sons of Veterans makes no provision in its laws for sick 
or death benefits to be paid to Its members; and it is not essential to the good 
order and discipline of the Order, that any regulations not authorized by the 
Order, but which may be adopted by a Camp, shall be.enforced by the dis­
ciplinary power of the Order.

The Camp, being a corporation, is amenable to the law of the laud, apply­
ing to such organizations. The courts have always encouraged disputauts to 
settle their differences by arbitration or by means other than litigation, when 
such parties can agree to do so; but no court has ever attempted to enforce 
auy person to resort to a forum not provided by law, or to coerce such a one 
to -waive his right as a citizen, to briug suit for a redress of what he believes

a
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to be an injury to himself or his property. A by-law ousting the jurisdiction 
of the courts by punishing one who violates the provisions of that by-law with 
expulsion from the association has been held unlawful.

In the case of Sweeney vs. Rev. Hugh McLaughlin Benefit Society, 14 
Weekly Notes of Cases, 4GG, tried in the Pennsylvania Court of Common Pleas, 
a case very similar to this, such a by-law was held a violation of the Constitu­
tion of the Commonwealth; and a mandamus was awarded, commanding the 
association to restore to membership the party expelled. A like decision was 
reached in State ex re?. Merchants’ Exchange, 2 Mo. App., 9G.

It is apparent that even if the by-law in question was authorized by the 
laws of the Order, the courts of the State in which Camp No. 4, Division of 
Pennsylvania, is located, would not permit it to be enforced against a member 
of the Camp

The second charge having been withdrawn, the sentence of the court- 
martial should be, and is hereby set aside and vacated

Frank L. Siikpaud, 
Comm a ndcr-in- Chief.Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

Decision XXIV.—(J. A.-Geu., Op. XI.)

In re the court-martial of J. Griffith Westbrook of Tappan Camp, No. 1, Divi­
sion of New York

Chicago, III., April 5, 1899.
Col. E. W. Estks,

Commander Division of New York.
The record in the court-martial proceedings against J. Griffith West­

brook of Tappen Camp, No 1, Division of New York, together with the opin­
ion of the Judge Advocate-General attached thereto, is returned to you 
herewith.

I concur in the opinion and recommendations of the Judge Advocate Gen­
eral, aud hereby approve the findings of the Court and the sentence imposed; 
and you are hereby directed to carry the sentence into etl'cct at once.

By command of
Frank L. Siikparp,

Comma ndcr-in-Ch icf.Official:
G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant-Genenl.
J

Opinion XL
lD ^IMWsionofNew York^V^U s°V J' Grlfflth w’estbrook’ Camp No’ l'

IndianAroLis, Tnd., March 29, 1S99.
Gen. Frank L. Sukpard,

Commandcr-in-Chief.

by°the evidence!0 ” < form’ aud tlmt finding of the court was sustained 
be approml.f°rC rccommcnd llmt tllc finding and sentence of the court-martial

!Very respectfully,
Jamks W. Nokl, 

Judge Advocate-Cmeral'
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Decision XXV.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XII.)

Chicago, III., .Tune G, 1899.
Col. George N. Howard,

Commanding Division of Massachusetts, S. F., U.S.A.
In the matter of tlic court-martial proceedings against C. E. Roots of 

John P. Lovell Camp (Saugus), No 92, Division of Massachusetts, S.V., 
U.S.A , on the charge of violation of his pledge given at the time of his 
installation as quartermaster-sergeant of said Camp, the specification being 
•‘misappropriation of Camp funds and the failure to turn over the same to his 
successor,” opinion No. 12 of Judge Advocate-General Noel is hereby approved. 
I affirm the finding of the court, the sentence imposed and approve the recom- 
incndaiion of the Division Commander, and direct that Division Commander 
George N. Howard carry the same into effect

Frank L. Siikpard,
Com mander-in- Chief.Official:

G. U. AlHlOTT,
Adjutant-General.

Opinion XII.
In the matter of court-martial of C. E. Roots, Camp No. 92, Division of Massa­

chusetts.
Indianapolis, Ind., June 5, 1899.

Gen. Frank L. Siikpard,
Comvia tide r-in - Ch ief

Sir: I have examined the record in the case of the court-martial of C. E. 
Roots of Camp No. 92, Division of Massachusetts. I find the record to be 
complete, that the proceedings were in due form, and that the finding of the 
Court was sustained by the evidence. I therefore recommend that the findings 
and sentence of the court be approved.

Yours very respectfully,
Jamks W. Noel, 

Judge Advocate-General.

Decision XXVI.
In the matter of the appeal from the decision of the Division Commander.

Chicago, III., Aug. 28, 1899.
Col. Ralph Sheldon,

Commander Division of New York S. F., U.S.A.
The Sixteenth Annual Encampment of the Division 'of New York passed 

a resolution providing that all stationery of the Division should bear the stamp 
of the International Typographical Union and he printed by printing estab­
lishments having the same. The Division Commander held the resolution to be 
unconstitutional, and from this decision the appeal is made.

At the Sixteenth National Encampment the following resolution was 
adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief : —

“ That we recommend* that the members of the Commandery-in-Chief, as 
individuals, use their Influence to Induce the members of the various Divisions 
to subscribe for and support the worthy organs now being published in our inter­
ests by brothers of the Order, and that the printing of the Order be given to 
the fraternal press in all instances where it can meet competition.”

This resolution by the Commandery-in-Chief is binding upon the subor­
dinate branches of the Order, and as the resolution adopted by the Division 
Encampment of New York contravenes the provisions of this resolution, it 
must be held to be unconstitutional and void, and it is so held, and the appeal 
is therefore dismissed and the decision of the Division Commander sustained.

.
;

' Frank L. Siikpard
Commander-in- Chief.Official:

G. B. Arbott,
Adjutant-General*

_



EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.36

The Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief: The report of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports 
under the rule.

The Commander-in-Chief (assuming command) : 
next thing in order is the report of Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief 
Cox.

Brothers, the

Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief Cox submitted and read the 
following report: —

REPORT OF SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CIIIEF.

To the Commander-in-Chief and Members of the Eighteenth Annual 
Encampment oj the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.:—

Brothers:— I have the honor to submit the following as my report 
as Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.

I have not been called upon to do any official work, during my 
term, except to inspect Headquarters of the Connecticut Division, 
which I found in excellent condition.

I desire to recommeud to this Encampment the resolution pre­
sented by Past Captain F. G. Blakeslee of G. A. Stedman Camp, No. 
6, Hartford, Conn.:—

"Whereas, During the late war with Spain, a number of our brothers, 
emulating the example of their fathers, served their country by entering the 
military or naval service of the United States; and

"Whereas, It is fitting that such patriotic service should be recognized 
by the order of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.; be it therefore

Resolved^ That the Commander-in-Chief be directed to have prepared a
same tosuitable decoration to be known as the War Cross, and to present the 

each member of the Order iu good standing, who served in the United States 
Army, Navy or Marine Corps, regular or volunteer, during the Spanish War 
and was honorably discharged therefrom.

DESIGN OK WAR CROSS.
The "War Cross of the Order shall consist of a bronze cross of the same 

design as that worn by past captains, suspended by means of a specially 
designed ribbon from a bronze bar containing the words, “Spanish War. 
said bar to be surmounted by the emblem of the rising sun, in the rays of 
which the word “Veteran ” shall appear.

Fraternally submitted,
Geo. K. Cox,

Senior Vice- Commander-in - Chief •

llie Commander-in-Chief: The report of the Senior Vice-Com- 
mander-in-Chief will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports; 
under the rule.

The nexti • ^U8'"®88 ib order is the report of the Junior Vice-Com-
mander-m-Chief. Have you a report lo make, Brother Green ?

1 he Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief: Commander, the Junior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief has no report to make.
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The Commander-in-Chief: Then we will listen to the report of 
the Adjutant-General which is next in order.

Adjutant-General Abbott submitted and read the following 
report: —

REPORT OP ADJUTANT-GENERAL.

Gen. Frank L. Shepard,
Commander-in-Chief , S. F., U.S.A.

The moment has arrived in our ollicial relations when I am called 
upon to render an account of the important trust you reposed iu me, 
iu appointing me your Adjutant-General. The temptation for one 
who, in former years, was so closely identified with the building up of 
our organization, to digress from what should naturally be the limits 
and boundaries in a report of this character, is very great, and should 
I trespass therefrom, I trust you will overlook that, as you have so 
many times in the past overlooked my failings.

waste paper.

Among the supplies received from my predecessor were several 
hundred weight of old letters, records and books, etc., accumulated 
since the early days of the Order, which could be of no possible value 
in the future, and which would require valuable space, and call for 
expense of packing and freighting each year, with no hope of their ever 
again being serviceable to the Order. These were carefully sorted and 
those of any possible value retained and the balance destroyed.

RECORDS.

The several books of record appertaining to my department, 
which I received from my predecessor, have been maintained through 
the year.

There have been issued from the department of the Adjutant- 
General, twenty-three dispensations. There have also been issued 
eight General Orders, two circulars, and eighteen Special Orders, copies 
of which accompany this report. Charters for ninety-four Camps have 
also been issued ; the table pertaining to the same also accompanies this 
report.

TABLES.

Tables 1, 2, 3 and 4, herewith attached, are the Adjutant-General’s 
Consolidated Reports for the quarters endiug September 30 and Decem­
ber 31, 1898, and March 21 and June 30, 1899.

Table No. o is the recapitulation showing gains aud losses.
Table No. G is the Roster of Division Commanders, 1899-1900.
Table No. 7 is the table of applications for Camp charters oy 

Divisions.
Table No. 8 is the inventory of property in Adjutant-Generars 

headquarters.
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RECEIPTS.

The cash hook shows the receipts of the Adjutant-General’s office 
to have been:

. $4,858.21 
. . 182.00

For per capita tax 
For charter fees . .

CARD INDEX.

At a considerable expenditure of labor and some money, a card 
index system, providing for the complete record of a Camp from the 
approval of the application, to its standing at the end of every quarter, 
has been installed. Heretofore the records of individual Camps have 
been scattered through several volumes, and the quarterly standing 
could only be found by searching the Adjutant’s consolidated reports, 
but now at a moment’s notice the entire record of a Camp can be 
inspected at a glance, which will be a great saving of time to my suc­
cessors and will keep the records much more complete, 
of Ohio deserves credit for introducing this system to the Order, and 
each Division would do well to adopt it.

Colonel Archer

OFFICIAL QUESTIONS.
There has been but one official question submitted to the Council- 

in-Chief during your term of office, which was for the purpose of deter­
mining the date of holding this Encampment. The Council were 
unanimous in supporting the dale recommended by you. The canvass 
of the vote will be submitted to the Council-in-Chief for verification.

DIVISION BY-LAWS.
The only by-laws submitted for the approval of the Commandcr- 

in-Chief were from the Divisions of California and Washington, Doth 
were approved, the latter with some minor corrections to make them 
conform to the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.

CHANGES IN FORMS.
Several of my predecessors have recommended changes in Forms 

37 and 49 to agree with the present usages of the Order. 1 earnestly 
add my recommendation to theirs, and admit my surprise that my im­
mediate predecessor, who made these same recommendations, now hav­
ing charge of the department where such alterations 
failed to carry out his own recommendations.

ROLL of honor.
Ill pursuance of a resolution passed by the Seventeenth Annual 

Encampment, it was required that a roll of those members of the Order 
who served in the Spanish-American War should be published with the 
proceedings of that Encampment, it became evident that it would not 
be practical to delay the publishing of the proceedings until the names 
for the required roll could ho obtained. It was, therefore, deemed ad­
visable that the proceedings should he promulgated, and the Rog of

made, hasarc



G. B. ABBOTT.
(PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF).

Adjutant-General.

ISOS-1809.
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Honor be published subsequently in the form of a supplement, which 
has been done and it is now ready for distribution. Notwithstanding 
the earnest appeals made in several General Orders, it was with great 
difficulty that the names for this Roll of Honor have been obtained, and 
its publication was delayed until the last moment, hoping that some of 
the delinquent Divisions would’ furnish the necessary information. As 
it is, the Roll is very incomplete, but no blame should be attached to 
the Commaudery-iu-Chief officers. Mauy Camp officers were derelict in 
forwarding these reports, and many of those received were so meagre 
in data, and the handwriting so undecipherable, that the Roll, unfortu­
nately, shows omissions, discrepancies and errors. However, defi­
cient as it is, it is indeed a Roll of Honor, and gives great credit to our 
Order. Hereafter, it cannot be successfully maintained that the rank 
and file of our membership is deficient in true patriotism or unwilling to 
emulate the worthy example of our illustrious fathers. The flag for 
which they fought will never want for defenders. The fathers may 
peacefully sleep, for their boys are on guard.

OFFICIAL VISITS.

It has been my pleasure to visit the Division Encampments of 
Illinois, Pennsylvania and Indiana. My visit to the latter Division 
was more or less official in character, owing to the dereliction of the 
officers of that Division at that time. It is a satisfaction to state that 
the Division at this time is in the hands of competent officers who are 
earnest and thorough-going, and whose ambition is not personal, but 
for the good of the Order. I do not believe that it will be necessary 
for a Commandcry-in-Chicf officer to attend the next Encampment of 
that Division under the circumstances which seemed to demand such at 
the last one.

MILITARY SERVICE.

Practically the only source of controversy which has arisen between 
the headquarters of the Commandery-iurChief and those of the several 
Divisions was caused by the change in the Constitution, effected at 
Omaha, remitting the dues of members of the Order in the Uuited 
States service. While the law, in spirit, is commendable, the difficulty 
of honestly and justly complying therewith seems to cause more trouble 
than the benefit therefrom justifies. It is evidently the duty of an 
Adjutant-General to exact all the tax justly due to the Commandery-in- 
Chief. Naturally Division Commanders refuse to pay tax upon mem­
bers which they have not received. Camp ollicers fail to supply 
accurate information as to who are entitled, in their respective Camps, 
to receive the benefit of this law, simply deducting from the amount of 
tax for a certain number of members, without specifying their names or 
where they may be in service. The Adjutant-General, not having 
the specific information, declines to accept this reduction unless specific 
information is forthcoming, and therein the trouble arises. The officers 
of the Divisions and the Commandery-in-Chief endeavor to perform 
their respective fluties, but the negligent Camp officers cause the trouble. 
I am inclined to believe that this law should be stricken from our Con­
stitution, and do so recommend.
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BADGES FOR SPANISH WAR VETERANS.
A much vexed aud unsettled question has also arisen concerning 

the badges for our brothers who served in the Spanish-American war. 
The resolution, as it passed the last Encampment, provided that the 
Commauder-in-Chief should have such a badge prepared, and that it 
should be carried in stock by the Quartermaster-General. Many 
hers of the Order, and some Division ollicers, labor under the impression 
that these badges should be furnished free of expense to Camps. Some 
further act of the Commandery-in-Chief should make this matter clear. 
My own opinion is that the expeuse should not be borne either by the 
Couimandery-in-Chief or the Divisions. Even the. meagre records 
that we have been able to secure show that fully 2,000 members would 
be entitled to these badges. A badge that would be appropriate, and 
that a member would be proud to wear, cannot be provided for less 
than about sixty cents, and it is easy to estimate that the present finan­
cial condition of the Commandery-in-Chief would not. warrant such an 
outlay. Concerning this badge, I am under the impression that it 
should be distributed with the greatest of care, that the more difficult it 
is to obtaiu, and the more importance we, as an organization, attach to 
it, the more will it be prized by the one who receives it. Each badge 
should be numbered, and a record should be kept, showing to whom 
each badge so numbered is given, and it should be accompanied by a 
certificate signed by the Commander-in-Chief, under the seal of the 
Commaudery, setting forth the service of the brother and his affiliation 
in the Order of Sons of Veterans. The delay in preparing these badges 
heretofore, has been owing to the want of information as to the num­
ber which would probably be required. Furthermore, you desired that 
the material from which they should be made should be captured Span­
ish cannon, and as it was impossible to obtain any such without an act 
of Congress, final action was necessarily deferred.

mem-

REPORTS.

The bane of every Adjutant-General has been the consolidated re­
ports as received from the various Division headquarters. It seems 
almost impossible for Division officers to prepare their reports correctly, 
and the many errors appearing therein are apparently due to pure care­
lessness. Not six Divisions in the roster have, during the past year, 
sent in reports which were correct in every particular. I do not men­
tion this with the expectation that any law can be passed which will 
better this state of affairs, but with the hope that it may impress some 
of those present, who are Division Commanders, or expect to be, with 
the importance of seeing that their subordinates perform their duties 
more accurately.

I MEMBERSHIP.

This brings me to the consideration of a condition of affairs which 
is evident in comparing my consolidated reports for the* four quarters of 
the official year just closing. Judging from the falling off in the June 
quarter from the March quarter of this year, one would naturally pre-

i !
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same that the membership had sustained a terrible loss. This, however, 
is more apparent than real. In fact, I do not believe that there has 
been any perceptible loss, but between the close of the March quarter 
and that of the June quarter there was a change of administration in 
nearly all of the Divisions. It is but natural that each retiring Com­
mander should exert himself to the utmost to secure a report from 
every Camp in his Division at the close of his administration, that his final 
report may redound as much to his credit as it possibly can. His 
successor being equally ambitious to make a good showing at the close 
of his administration, immediately upon his assuming office proceeds 
to prune down the membership of his Division to the lowest point he 
conscientiously can, and during the following three quarters will labor 
gradually to get his negligent and delinquent Camps into line. I-Ie is, 
therefore, very prompt in closing up his consolidated report for his first 
-quarter which, unfortunately for the showing of the Adjutant-General, 
is the latter’s last quarter. It is a fact that, with the exception of 
three Divisions, not one Commander held open his June report to the 
limit of time given him by the Adjutant-General for getting in his 
report for this Encampment. In one large Division over a thousand 
members were suspended, and 1 am satisfied from outside information, 
and from what the Commander himself has written me, that fully eighty 
per cent, if not more, of that thousand will remain iu the Order. If 
the Commanders of Divisions would exercise as much diligence iu get­
ting in their reports for the first quarter of their administrations as they 
do for the last, I am satisfied that the Adjutant-General’s report for 
the last quarter of his term would show more correctly the strength of 
the Order than it does under the present conditions. You assumed 
command on Sept. 14, 1898, and the report for September JO shows a 
membership of 28,946. The report for the quarter ending March 31, 
1899, shows a membership of slightly over 30,000. 
membership was a little less than 27,000. Owing to the early date of 
this Encampment, the reports from Divisions being sent in much earlier 
than usual, and for reasons which 1 have already assigned, the report 
for this quarter does not show the actual strength of the Order. It 
seems fair to presume that the September 30 report will show a mem­
bership equal to that of one year ago.

While these figures do not indicate as large a membership as we 
hoped they would, nor as we were justified in supposing they would, 
from the amount of work that has been expended by yourself and by 
an excellent Corps of Division Commanders, nevertheless, we should 
perhaps be satisfied. We have sustained a heavy loss through the 
western Divisions, owing to two reasons. A large percentage of our 
membership have been engaged in the Philippine war, and many eli­
gible young men, from whom we naturally would expect to obtain 
recruits, have also been occupied there. Furthermore, a careful review 
of the history of the Order for the last ten years will impress any 
with the fact, that as we have curtailed the military features of our 
organization and become more civic, the western Divisions have 
gradually shrunk in membership, as in those the military spirit has 

• ever been more marked, and the military features of the Order, for-

.Tune 30, 1899, the
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merly so attractive to them, having been withdrawn, they cease to 
become enthusiastic workers in our organization.

NEGLECTED REPORTS.
There is one matter to which I desire to call the attention of 

the Commandery-iu-Chiof through you, which, while not pertaining 
entirely to the duties of my ollice, nevertheless, indirectly affects the 

of maintaining it. X refer to the negligence of officers in for­
warding the required reports. Not especially the consolidated Adju­
tant’s and Quartermaster’s reports from the Division headquarters, but 
the reports of other Division officers, and more especially of Camp 
officers to the Division officers. Our Constitution provides for but one 
manner of exercising discipline, and that is by way of court-martial. 
If our Order were exclusively and purely military, 1 would hesitate in 
suggesting a change in that matter; but as we are at present existing, 

civic organization than we are a military one, and I 
apprehend that it would not be absolutely incongruous for us to adopt, 
for minor offences, and more particularly for failure to perform neces­
sary duties, some other manner of discipline than the tedious and 
unsatisfactory court-martial. There should be some means whereby a 
Division Commander could compel a Camp Commander to make his 
necessary reports, or relieve him from such command, and place some 
other officer in charge who would make the required reports, without 
the formality of a court-martial. I would not recommend degradation 
from office, for the first offence, at least, but I seriously commend to 
the consideration of this Encampment, the necessity of some means 
whereby a Division Commander can secure from his Camp olliceis the 
reports required by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations. If a 
Camp Commander is made to realize that, failing to perform his duties 
in this particular, the Division Commander has the power to place some 
one in his office, even temporarily, who will do it, l believe the effect 
would be beneficial.

42

success

we are more a

GENERAL ORSERVATIONS.

Of recent years there has been much earnest inquiry and discus­
sion, looking for the cause of the gradual shrinkage in our membership, 
and the difficulties of increasing it, or even maintaining it to its current 
standard. Many causes have been assigned, many remedies suggested, 
some of which have been adopted, but still the conditions remain the 
same. If I had one desire more than another, in accepting the posi­
tion I am now about to relinquish, it was, if possible, by the intimate 
connection it would again give me with the Order, to ferret out the 
causes of our decadence, or, rather, the reasons for our lack of prog­
ress. So far as I am able to judge, the reasons arc many, and are 
not the same in every locality, but it strikes me that the great remedy 
lies in earnest, loyal work. In former years our Division Commanders 
were fired with burning enthusiasm. They brought to their respective 
commands the very best business ability they possessed. They were 
unselfish in their devotion, unlimited in their time, and prodigal in the 
expenditure of their private purse, a condition which, unfortunately, 
does not prevail at this time, except in a few instances, and in these

i;
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cases the results justify this statement. It is a question whether we 
have the right to demand such a sacrifice. The fact that annually 
fewer brothers are coming forward offering to undertake our work 
under such burdens, demonstrates that we cannot depend upon main­
taining our Order in this manner in the future. Such brothers becom­
ing more scarce has left an opportunity for others less competent, and 
less willing to make such sacrifice to forge to the front, and Divisions 
have fallen off under the management of well meaning, but incom­
petent brothers.

In some instances, and I am pleased to note that they are very 
few, political ambition seems to have been the sole motive for securing 
honors in our Order. Invariably the results have been disastrous. 
We are unfortunate in being unable to command the services of those 
members competent to build up and maintain our organization. The 
ability required to build up, and manage successfully, Divisions like 
Pennsylvania, New York and Massachusetts, if employed by many 
organizations, would pay a good living salary; and in proportion to 
his success, good business judgment would demand that he be con­
tinued in his work so long as he met the requirements, but our Order 
is not so financially endowed that it may properly pay its officers for 
their labors, and the practice of changing each year would not justify 
a good business man in giving up his usual vocation and entering into 
a new one, for so short a time. Is it not possible that we are trying 
to maintain too cheap an organization? Are we not asking too much 
work for little or no pay, and may this not account for dwindling 
membership, and work not performed?

Is it not time that we should cease to be an organization of boys 
and assume the dignity of an organization of men? No organization 
can lie successfully maintained without the “sinews of war.” In an 
organization of pure sentiment, where there is no financial gain as a 
motive to induce persons to become members or to maintain a member­
ship, there must come some force from without to keep interest from 
(lagging and to promote a healthy growth. This work naturally should 
fall upon Division officers. We cannot expect them to bear the burden 
from their own purses, nor surrender their usual vocations for a work 
that pays them nothing. The result has been that in some Divisions 
it has been necessary to pay salaries out of all proportion to the 
Division’s resources to get its clerical work performed. This has 
resulted in some instances in seriously crippling the effective work of 
the Division. Therefore the attention of the Encampment is urgently 
directed to the sums paid by Divisions for clerical services. By clerical 
services should be included the total sums paid by Divisions to their 
Adjutants and Quartermasters, or that may be allowed Division Com­
manders to expend for clerical services connected with the transaction 
of Division business.

Strange as it may seem, in many instances the largest percentage 
of payment is made by Divisions whose resources to meet the same 
most limited. While the larger Divisions, like Pennsylvania and Mas­
sachusetts, with ample income, expend a small percentage of their 
resources for services, the Divisions numerically smaller ofttimes 
compromised to pay relatively much larger salaries. In other words it

are
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to be the rule that the less work required, and the less the ability 
to pay, the greater is the amount paid. Take, for example, the 
Division of Indiana, which has been allowing, up to this year, an aggre­
gate amount for clerical services of $500, with an annual income for 
per capita tax of $550, while the Division of Massachusetts expends less 
than fifteen per cent of its income tax for salaries. Ihe Division of 
Iowa expends nearly eighty-five per cent. True, some of the smaller 
Divisions are very conservative in their expenditures. Such Divisions 
as New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Michigan and Illinois are entirely 
within bounds. The Divisions of Alabama and Tennessee, South 
Dakota and Kansas certainly expend more than good business judg­
ment would seem to justify, nor can it be said that the clerical work is 
any better performed in the Divisions paying the relatively higher 
salaries than where the relatively smaller salaries arc paid.

The practical point in this lies in the fact that where so much is 
expended for salaries, there is so much less left for building up the 
Division by organizing new Camps and bringing into activity those 
which are moribund and lifeless. In one Division which I have named 
the salaries so completely devoured the resources that there has not 
been sufficient left to meet the per capita tax due the Commandery-in- 
Chief, or to even procure the necessary stationery, and I believe the 
Commaudery-in-Chief should assume the responsibility of placing a 
limit on these expenditures, that the work of the Division may be 
better, handled. I do not wish it understood that I undervalue the ser­
vices of any brother, nor do I doubt but that in each instance the salary 
paid is earned, but the life of the Order and the Division is paramount 
to all other interests and should be conserved. To that end, 1 would 
recommend that an amendment be made to the Constitution whereby 
at no time shall more than fifty per cent of its current per capita tax 
received by a Division be expended for clerical services in transacting 
the Division business. There will then be an incentive created for 
Division officers to keep up their Camps and increase the membership, 
if by so doing their salaries will be increased in proportion therewith. 
In the Division of Ohio the clerical help receives a certain percentage 
of the gross receipts, and it seems to work in a satisfactory manner.

And now, sir, in closing this, my last official act, I beg that you 
will permit me, in a few words, though ever so inadequate, to express 
my deep appreciation for the continued kindness you have ever 
extended to me, and the unfailing confidence you have reposed in me. 
Our official and personal relations at headquarters could not have been 
more harmonious. Never once have I been made to feel, by any act 
of yours, that you were my superior officer. ITad our positions been 
reversed, your courtesy to me at all times could not have been more 
marked; and the only sad thought that comes with this closing year of 
congenial labor is that which suggests that it is about to 
though years may come and years may go, and the recollection of our 
happy days and nights together may be ever so strong and vivid, yet, 
they will never come again. We have lived them through; they are 
history; they are gone; and my earnest wish and prayer is that our 
Grand Commander above will ever guard you aud direct you in all 
your undertakings.

seems

i

cease; and,

'•
G. B. AmiOTT, Adjutant-General.
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Table No 6.

Roster of Division Commanders, 
For the Year 1899-1900.

Address.COMMANDER.

W. F. Bolin,
Harry T. Moore, 
Geo. S. Mi lone, 
Edson S. Bishop,
C. W. Dale,
Will C. Schneider, 
II. 0.P. Cline, 
Will A. Brown,
L. B. Price,
Alex. Hamilton, 
Edward H. Smith, 
Geo. S. Whitmore, 
Geo. N. Howard,
C. J. Post,
A. 0. Allen,

Division.
Birmingham, Ala.

. 71 Stevenson St., San Francisco.
Colorado Springs. 
Norwich.

329 S. Liberty St., New Orleans, La.
Kankakee.
Jonesboro.
Marshalltown
Mulvane.
Newport.
Westbrook.

807FirstSt., N.W.,Washington.
Melrose Highlands. 

Lock Box 151, Grand Rapids. 
Wells.

101 N. Broadway, St. Louis.
Hooper.
Dover.

125 N. Penn’a Avc., Atlantic City.

Ala. and Tenn.
California,
Colorado,
Connecticut,
Gulf,
Illinois,
Indiana,
Iowa,
Kansas,
Kentucky,
Maine,
Maryland,
Massachusetts,
Michigan,
Minnesota,
Missouri,

;

)

inif
ill
••I'.:i *

ii;;
ill Ben. Prack,

J. Howard Heine,Nebraska,
New Hampshire, Ernest B. Folsom, 
New Jersey,
New York,

hi Geo. H. Bailey,
Ralph Sheldon,
A. E. B. Stephens, Lincoln Inn Court, Cincinnati, Ohio1 33 State St, Albany.

Ohio,
Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, 
Rliode Island, 
So. Dakota,

. Vermont, 
Washington, 
W. Virgiula, 
Wisconsin,

:Hr•:i Elmer Hardesty, 
Sam’l S. Horn,

Silvcrton.
Easton.ill•Hi• it1 Fred. E. Carpenter, 47 Washington St., Providence. 

W. A. Morris,
Ira E. Morse,
Charles E. Plimpton,
John W. McClung,
A. G. Braiiand,

Isi
Red 11 eld.
Cambridge.
Seattle.
Grafton.

306 Broadway. Milwaukee.-hi
1 Official:Jit

1
Frank L. Shepard,

Commander-in-Chief, S.V., U-S-A.
84 La Salle St., Chicago, HI.

G. B. Abbott, 
Adjutant-General, 

Chicago, 111.
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Table No. 7.

Showing Charter Applications Approved and Number of Applicants.

Applications Approved.
No. of Applicants.No. of CampsDivision.

Alabama and Tennessee 
California ....
Colorado......................
Connecticut ....
Gulf............................
Illinois...........................
Indiana ...
Iowa ...............................
Kansas......................
Kentucky......................
Maine...........................
Maryland .... 
Massachusetts . . .
Michigan......................
Minnesota......................
Missouri......................
Nebraska......................
New Hampshire . . 
New Jersey .... 
New York .... 
Ohio ......
Oregon...........................
Pennsylvania . . . 
Rhode Island . . . 
So. Dakota .... 
Vermont . %. . .
Washington .... 
W. Virginia .... 
Wisconsin ....

32
201
151

31811
1678
S74

1426
171
352

S24
S72
171
34l
824
643

38015
513
432

24412
412
503
753

422
372

2,15294Totals
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Table No 8.

List of Furniture Belonging to the Department of the 
Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant-General.

: 1 Typewriter Cabinet.
1 OHlce Stool.
(» Oflice Chairs.
1 Card Index Case.
1 Yost Typewriter.
1 Stand of Colors.
1 Headquarters Trunk.
1 High Bookkeeper’s Desk.
1 Document Filing Case and Base. 

Books of Record.

2 Cabinet Desks.
1 Letter File Case.
2 Oflice Desk Chairs.
1 Typewriter Table.
1 Letter Press and Stand.
2 Seals.

National Comniandery Guidons, 
with Box.

1 Charter Lithograph Stone.
1 Case Embroidered Corps Marks.
1 Book Case.

:
i

i
:

m i

.
Portraits of Merrill, Abbott, Gridin, Webb, Hall, Maccabe, Bundy, 

Russell, Rake and Darling, and group of Past Commaudcrs.

vm•v.
isl?mm

} ;i1
!
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GENERAL ORDERS.
Gknekai. Okdrk, )

No. 4
I. Having been duly elected and installed Commander-in-Chief of the Sons 

of Veterans, U.S.A., for the ensuing year, by the action of the Seventeenth 
Annual Encampment held at Omaha, Neb., Sept 12 to 11, 1898. I hereby assume 
command and establish headquarters at Room No. 7, 84 La Salle St., Chicago, 111.

II The following officers were duly elected by the Seventeenth Annual 
Encampment of the Commaudery-in-Chief, and installed, and will be obeyed and 
respected accordingly: —

Commander-in-Chief, Frank L. Shepard, SI La Salle St., Chicago, 111 : Senior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chicf, Geo. E. Cox, Hartford, Conn.: .Junior Vicc-Conimauder- 
in-Chief, Z. C Green, White, S.Dak.; Council-in-Clnef, II. II. Hammer, Reading, 
Pa.: ,T. E. May craft, Madelia, Minn, and J. 1). Rowcn, Des Moines, Iowa: 
Quartermaster-General, Fred E Bolton, 947 Tremont Bldg., Boston, Mass.

III. Pursuant to the action of the Commandcry-in-Chief the next annual 
Encampment will be held at Detroit, Mich., the date thereof to be designated by 
the Council-in-C'hief.

IV The following appointments as staff officers of the Commandery-in-Chicf 
are hereby promulgated : —

Adjutant-General, Geo. B. Abbott, Room 7, 84 La Salle St., Chicago, III.; 
Inspector-General, F W. Briggs, Shickshinuy. Pa . Judge Advocate-General, 
James W. Noel, Indianapolis, Ind.

V. Past Division Commander William G. Dustin, Dwight, 111., and Past 
Captain Clark J. Tisdel, Chicago, 111., are hereby detailed as personal aides to the 
Commander-in-Chief.

Chicago, III., Sept. 20. 1898.

VI. In order to properly carry on and expedite the transaction of official 
business the following should be carefully observed: Communications to the 
Conimander-in-Chief or Adjutant-General to be addressed to Room 7, 84 La Salle 
St., Chicago, III.; all reports to be addressed to George B. Abbott, Adjutant- 
General; all remittances for charter fees and per capita tax must be sent to George 
B. Abbott, Adjutant-General, by draft on Chicago or New York or Chicago post- 
office or express money orders; all requisitions for supplies and remittances 
therefor must be sent to Quartermaster-General Fred E. Bolton, 947 Tremont 
Bldg., Boston, Mass., such remittances to be made payable to him and paid him 
by draft on Boston or New York or postoffice or express money orders.

VII. In compliance with a resolution adopted bv the Commandcry-in-Chief a 
special decoration is to be designed for members of the Order who enlisted and 
served in Spanish-Amcrican war of 1898; names of all such are also to be placed 
upon a roll of honor to be prepared by the Commander-in-Chief. To the end that 
the foregoing may be carried out. at. the earliest, possible date the Camps are 
directed to prepare and forward through their respective Division Commanders a 
list of members showing record in the Order and date of enlistment and service 
in the war of our country. The glorious record of our anny and navy has 
renewed the supreme confidence we have entertained in our government., and com­
manded the admiration of other countries in the strength, intelligence and loyalty 
of our people. The fact that our membership has taken no mean part in the 
splendid achievements of this eventful year is cause sufficient for our increasing 
pride in our government and in them, and should prompt us to welcome them 
back to the Camp and an active participation in its work.

VIII A new one-degree ritual, with long form to be used by the Camp when 
desired, was adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief, to go into effect ou Jan. 1, 
1899, and replace the three-degree ritual now in use. The arrangements for the 
exchange of rituals will be announced in a later order.

By command of
FRANK L SHEPARD,

Commander-in-(1hief.Official:
G B. ABBOTT,

Adjutant-General.
4
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Chicago, III., Oct. 28th, 1898.
General Order, 

No. 5. I
T. The following appointments as Staff officers of the Commandery- 

in-Chief are hereby promulgated:
To be Surgeon-General, F. H. B. McDowell, M. D., Racine, Wis.
To be Chaplain-in-Chief, Rev. A. J. Morris, South Frankfort, Mich. 
To be Assistant-Adjutant-General, A. L. Guilford, Chicago, ill.
To be Assistant-Quartermaster-General, Thomas J. Hannon, Bos

ton, Mass.
II. There were but two constitutional changes adopted at the recent 

Encampment of the Commandery-in-Ohief at Omaha, Article XXV. See. 
1, page 78, C. R. & E., was amended to provide that the bond of the Quar­
termaster-General should be fixed at .po,000.00, and should be an Assur­
ance Company bond.

An additional section (5) was added to Article 111, page 53, C. R. &
R., as follows:

"Section 5. The dues of Brothers who serve in the army 
and navy of the United States in time of war, may be remitted 
by the camps of which they are members during the time 
they are in the service, and while so remitted. Camps and Di­
visions shall not-be required to pay per capita tax on such 
members. The names of all Brothers whose dues are remit­
ted shall be reported in the quarterly return, together with the 
time during which said remission is to continue.”

The question of having this section retro-active, was raised at the 
time of its adoption but the encampment took no action to that effect. 
It is therefore promulgated to take effect with the quarter commencing 
October 1,1S98. The Commander-in-Chicf decides that he is unauthorized 
to order this section effective prior to this date, as the Commandery-in- 
Chief itself failed to do so when its attention was called to it, and for the 
further reason that many Camps have already made their September re­
ports and to secure the necessary information would cause delay and in 
some cases a suspension. In this connection it is ordered that Division 
Commanders shall require Camps to pay the usual per capita tax on all 
members in good standing for the Quarter ending Sept. 30, 1898, but 
thereafter shall remit the per capita tax on all members serving in the 
U. S. army or navy until discharged from said service, or peace is de­
clared. To secure the remission, Division Commanders will require 
Camps to furnish the name, address, and date of muster into Camp; and 
the date of muster into the U.S. service, Com pa 113' and Regiment or Ship; 
rank (it any) and location; and will require their Adjutants to carefully 
scrutinize such reports to see that brothers so reported were in good 
standing in the Order at the time of muster into the U. S. service. A 
copy of these lists must be furnished to the Adjutant-General before 
January 1,1899,that all such names may be added to the Roll of Honor 
which is to be published in the proceedings of the recent National En­
campment, and these lists should include also the names, etc., of those 
who have served in the recent Spanish-American war who may not now 
be in the service. The publication of the names, name and number of 
camp, rank in camp and rank in the service of the U. S. of every member 
of the order who volunteered in defence of our Country in the late war, 
is mandatory upon the Adjutant-General, and Division Commanders 
must forward the necessary information. These lists are required also 
for estimating the probable number of volunteers from our Order, for 
intelligently providing for the following, which was also adopted by the 
recent Encampment.

III. Having been authorized by the Seventeenth Annual Encamp­
ment “to have prepared a medal of honor to be placed upon the price 
list of supplies and furnished by the Divisions to the soidiers who have 
served in the U. S. armjf, and the sailors who have served in the navy in 
the late Spanish War, who are members of this Order,” it is hoped that 
Division Commanders will furnish these headquarters with an approxi­
mation of the number of medals they will probably require.
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IV. The headquarters of the Division of Connecticut have been re­
moved from Wallingford to Room 25, Wilcox Block, Meriden, Conn.

V. The instructions printed on the inspection blanks, together with 
those issued by the last Administration, seemed quite sufficient for the 
present inspect ion without publishing additional ones at this time, es­
pecially in view of the fact that a new Ritual is soon to go into use.

VI. Division Commanders will see to it that Gamps are prompt in 
sending in quarterly reports. Camps have become very negligent in 
this particular, and as reports will be expected promptly at these head­
quarters it will be necessary for Commanders to be very diligent in se­
curing prompt returns from Camps.

By command of
FRANK D. SHEPARD,

Commander-in-Ohief.Official:
G. B. ABBOTT,

Adjutant-General.

Sinco last publication, applications for charters have been approved, and 
camps mustered as follows:

DATE OK 
MUSTER.

NO. MUS­
TERED.

NO. OP AP­
PLICANTS.DATE. DIVISION.NO. CAMl*. LOCATION.

Aug 20 
bopt. 2

26So. Dakota 
Nebraska 
So. Dakota 
Ohio 
Ohio
Washington

Illinois
No\v York

California
Now York
Ohio
Illinois
Pennsylvania
Now York
Kontucky

Mitchell
Peru
Alcoster
Leesburg
Hamilton
Hlaino
Puyallup
Frooport
Peru
Romo
Carthago
Presidio
Wilson
Grconsprings
Goncseo
Roaring Springs
Canandaigua
Nowport

16
Sopt. 3 161629

6 16i 166 10
2366
2020 74 7 ir.

7 i:>4 1.77 IS
23 62‘ 17

1 17
1 21 
‘ 30
1 30

ct. 7 
‘ 3
‘ 10

62■loo
Oct. 1 
Sopt. 30 
Oct. 6 

“ 6

1919IS ■13•13
IS1.732 323212

42
1920
2517

‘ 24 
‘ 24 
‘ 2.7

21
36S
17

Total applicants, 410; total mustered, 262; total camps approved, 17; 
total camps mustered, 10.
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Chicago, III., Dec. 24,1898.■ t

General Order,
No. G.

I. The following details and assignments as Assistant Inspectors 
General have been made by Inspector General Forrest W. Briggs and ap­
proved by the Commander-in-Chief. Instructions have been issued and 
faithful performance of the duty assigned is expected from each brother:

i

ADDRESS.RANK.ASST. INSPECTOR GENDIVISION.

\T Knoxville. Tenn. 
San Francisco, Cal. 
Denver, Col. 
Hartford, Conn. 
New Orleans, La. 
Rock Island, 111.

Danville, Ind. 
Chicago, 111.
Des Moines, In. 
Hutchinson, Itas. 
Somerset, Ky. 
Boston, Mass. 
Heading, Pa. 
Providence, R. I. 
Chicago, 111. 
Madolia, Minn
St. Joseph, Mo. 
Warronsburg, Mo. 
Omaha, Nebraska

Reading, Pa. 
Palmer, M 
Nolsonvillo, Ohio

Past Division Com.
%4 4# 44Ala. and Tenn.

California
Colorado
Connecticut
Gulf
Illinois
Indiana:

Q. Al. Hdqrs.
Comdrs. Hdqrs 

Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
.Michigan 
.Minnesota 
Missouri:

Comdrs Hdqrs.
Q. M. Hdqrs. 

Nebraska 
Now Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
Ohio 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania:

Com. & Adjt. Hdqrs.
Q. M. Hdqrs.

Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin

W. B. Cooper 
FrankX’-. Shipley 
Harlan Tli 
George E. Cox 
Josiah Gross 
James B. Bidders
Geo. C Harvey 
Frank L. Shepard 
James D. Bowen 
W. Y Morgan 
T Z. Morrow, Jr. 
Fred E Bolton 
H. H. Hammer 
Arthur B. Spink 
G. B. Abbott.
J. E. Haycraft

Fred E. Ernst 
R. Loobenstcin 
Moses P. O’Brien

James Lewis Rake 
Dr. L. H. Hendeo 
Don 0 Cable

««44omas
Sr. Vico C.-in-C.
Past. Div. Com.
Past Capt.
Past Div. Com.
Com. iu O. 
C’ncil-in-C.
Past Div. Cora.

• 4 4% 44

Q. M. General 
O'ncil-in-Chief 
Past Division Com. 
Adjutant General 
C’ncil-in-Chief

Past Div. Cora.

mm

41 44• 4
Past C.-in-O. 
Division Surgeon 
Past Div. Com.

•»ss

Shickshinny, Pa. 
Trenton. Now Jersey 
Taunton, Mass. 
White, South Dakota 
Bennington, Vt. 
Spokane, Wash.

Marinette, Wis.

F. W. Briggs 
Jas. M. Mathews 
Leonard C Couch 
/.. C. Green 
E T. Griswold 
Harry Kosenhaupt
Rev W. ,J. Patton

Inspector Gen. 
Division Pom*
Jr. Vico C -iu-C 
Past Division Com.

Past Division Corn.

II. The new ritual authorized by the last Encampment of the Com* 
mandery-in-Chief will be ready for distribution January 1,1899, and will 
be furnished free in exchange for the present rituals to such camps as 
make reports and are in good standing for the quarter ending December 
HI, 189S. Each camp is permitted to have five rituals. Division Com­
manders will direct their Camp Commanders to forward to Division 
headquarters the five rituals which their respective camps have, scaled 
and with postage prepaid as first class matter, enclosing an equal 
amount of stamps for prepaying the postage on the new rituals. Divi­
sion Commanders, upon receiving the old rituals from camps, will de­
tach pages 35 and 37, and forward the same, sealed, to the Quartermaster 
General, and destroy the remainder of the ritual. Upon receipt by the 
Adjutant General of the consolidated reports and per capita tax from 
the several Division headquarters, the Quartermaster General will sup­
ply the Division Commanders with the requisite number of rituals for 
their respective Divisions, free, for only such camps as have promptly 
made reports and paid per capita tax and are in good standing for the quarter ending December 31,1898.

in. The attention of Division Commanders is again earnestly di­
rected to the following, especially to the manner of making remittances:

‘•Communications to Iho Commandor-in-Phiof or Adjutant Gonernl 
L° ^5 10 St., Chicago, III., all reports to
bo addressed to G. B. Abbott, Adjutant Gonernl; nil remittances for 
charter feos and per capita tax must bo sent to G. B. Abbott, Adjutant*

SKw
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General, by draft on Chicago or New York or Chicago postoffice or ex­
press money orders; all requisitions for supplies and remittances 
therefor must be sent to Quartermaster Genoral, Fred E. Bolton, 947 
Tromont Bldg., Boston, Mass., such remittances to bo made payable 
to him and paid him by draft on Boston or Now York or postoffice or 
express money orders.”

IV. The attention of Division Commanders is earnestly directed 
to the supplies they should have on hand at headquarters. At this time 
of the year, when the organization of new camps should be in active ope­
ration, there should be enough supplies on hand at Division headquar­
ters to make up camp packets promptly. The Quartermaster General is 
not required to provide camp packets. In view of the fact that at this 
time of the year the Quartermaster General is estimating and ordering 
supplies for the ensuing year Commanders are requested to send in their 
requisitions at once for such supplies as arc believed will be required to 
last them through the remaining months of their respective administra­
tions.

V. The bonds of the Quartermaster General and the Commander- 
in-Chief have been duly approved by the Council-in-Cliief, and are now 
in the possession of the chairman thereof.

VI. Division Commanders will call the attention of camps to the 
necessity of commencing early preparations for the proper observance 
of Union Defenders’Day, February 12. Our order has been invited by 
the National Monument Committee, which is organized for the erection 
of a national memorial to the dead heroes of the Cuban battlefields and 
the Martyrs of the Maine, to hold special services in connection with 
that worthy and loyal cause, and your Commander-in-Chief believes it 
wise and fitting that these services should be observed in connection 
with Union Defenders’ day, and to that end appropriate suggestions will 
be issued by the Chaplain-in-Chief through proper channels to the vari­
ous camps of the order. It is hoped that, the order will enter into the 
spirit of these memorial services with that true loyalty, fervor and en­
thusiasm, which has ever characterized the spirit of the organization in 
its efforts to pay tribute to our country’s defenders. Mark well the date 
and prepare to make a record of which all may be justly proud.

VII. The attention of Division Commanders is again directed to 
the preparing of the roll of honor of those members of the order who 
served in the Spanish-American war, referred to in section 2, General 
Order No. 5, current series. Let these rolls be carefully and promptly 
prepared and forwarded to the Adjutant General.

VIII. Past J udge Advocate General Iv. K. Gould has prepared a 
digest of the opinions and decisions of the various Commanders-in-Chief 
and Judge Advocates General. This work, which costs but a nominal 
sum, was commended by the recent National Kncampment as a credit­
able compilation and officers and members of the order were urged to 
procure it. With a copy of this digest in the camp room, many doubtful 
questions can be quickly and satisfactorily determined, many erroneous 
rulings avoided and much correspondence with the Division and Com­
ma ndery-in-CJhief headquarters concerning constitutional points will be­
come unecessary. These books can be procured through the Division 
Quartermaster from the Quartermaster General.

IX. Parsons O. Hardy, of Camp No. 117, Division of Massachusetts, 
was court-martialed on charges of “violation of obligation given at time 
of muster and at time of assuming office,” of “disobeclience to the Consti­
tution, Rules and Regulations of the order,” and of “conduct unbecom­
ing a member of the order in his relations to the order.” Found guilty 
and sentence of suspension from the order for one year from October 20. 
ISOS, approved. Proper record will be made on black books.

Charles D. Henry, of Camp No. 28, Division of Illinois, was court- 
martialed on charges of “conduct unbecoming* a member of the order 
in lus relations to the order,” and of “disobedience to the Constitution, 
Kules and Regulations of the order.” Found guilty and sentence of dis- 
honorable discharge approved. Proper record will be made on black

X. Commanders of Divisions will require the several installing
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officers to furnish duplicate reports of installations on Form 23 to the 
Adjutant General through the Division Adjutant. Jn case no duplicate 
is made at the time of the installation, the Division Adjutant should be 
required to make a duplicate report for the Adjutant General.

XI. Division Commanders will require mustering officers of 
camps, in making out their reports, to write the names of those mustered 
very legibly and accurately to guard against errors in the writing of 
charters. In every case the charter fee should accompany the applica­
tion for approval, and the application should also be returned with the 
mustering officer’s report to the Adjutant General after the camp has 
been mustered.

:

FRANK L. SIIKPARD,
Commander-in-Chief.Official:

G. B. ABBOTT,
Adjutant General.
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Chicago, III., Jan. 25,1899.
General Order, 

No. 1. i
I. Circular No. 1, of the Cliaplain-in-Cliief, is hereby authorized and 

promulgated.
II. There accompanies herewith suggestions for a memorial service

from the National Monument Committee for the commemoration of the 
heroes who perished in the recent war with Spain and the martyrs of the 
Maine, together with a roll for the insertion of the names (and amounts) 
of those who may be disposed to contribute towards the advancement of 
this worthy cause. In case for want of time or any other reason, the 
camps may deem it advisable to hold a special service from that of De­
fenders’ Day, the same will be entirely proper. However, what services 
may be held should be carefully recorded and prepared by some person 
selected by the camp competent to do so, and forwarded through the 
Division headquarters to the Adjutant General, together with the roll of 
contributors and amounts. Not only were a large percentage of the vol­
unteers who recently responded for the defense of the country at the call 
of the president in our war with Spain sons of Union soldiers, but mem­
bers of our organization, and it is to be hoped, and indeed it is urgently 
desired, that the order of the Sons of Veterans should make a prompt 
and vigorous response to the request of this committe.e The objects of 
our order, the principles upon which it is founded, and the earnestness 
of our work in the cause of Loyalty, can be no more positively demon­
strated or clearly impressed upon our countrymen than by a hearty and 
loyal response in commemorating the heroism of our brothers and their 
comrades. It is to lie hoped that no Camp in the Order will fail to take 
some action or be placed upon record in this matter. Concerning any 
contributions made by brothers, while not called upon to contribute 
largely towards this monumental fund, they may secure help among 
their more favored friends and acquaintances, and the names of the con­
tributors will be placed upon record and deposited in a proper receptacle 
with the tributes and record services held and preserved forever for pos­
terity. Such contributions should be secured through the three elective 
officers of the camp, acting as a committee for that purpose, or by a com­
mittee of prominent and well known citizens who will act with them. 
The total amounts secured should be forwarded in one draft, express or 
postoflice order, made payable to the Division Commander, who will for­
ward the same in bulk to’the Quartermaster General, Fred E. Bolton, QU 
Tremont Bldg., Boston, Mass. Owing to the brief time Division Com- 
nianderswill realize the importance of forwarding this order, accompanied 
by the circulars of the National Monument Committee, immediately to 
the Camps of their respective Divisions. , ,

III. The following Division Kncampmenls are announced: That of
Rhode Island at Woonsocket, Feb. 7; that of New Jersey at Camden, Feb. 
15 and 16; that of Massachusetts at Boston, Feb. 21 and 22. . .

IV. The names of the Past Commanders-in-Chief, Grand Division 
Commanders and Division Commanders, as well as those delegates who 
attended the last, National Encampment, figye heretofore been upon the 
special mailing list of the Adjutant General. Accompanying the last 
General Order issued from these headquarters was a request for the cor­
rect address and the name, number and location of the Camps of which 
these respective brothers are members in good standing.. Many re­
sponses have been received by the Adjutant General, and it is construed 
that those who failed to respond do not care to receive the Orders, circulars 
or official documents which may be issued from these headquarters. 
However, those acknowledging the receipt of the last Order or this one

continued upon the mailiug list.
V. Many camps have neglected to report the names of their mem­

bers who served in the recent Spanish-American war to be placed upon 
the roll of honor soon to be issued from these headquarters. It is es­
sential that the honor and reputation of the order shall besustained and
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no Camp Conunandcr fulfills liis obligation given at the time of his in­
stallation unless he sees to it that ever}' member of his camp who is en 
titled to this honor should receive it, and every Division Commander 
must require each CampCommandertoreportandat once,in compliance 
with the latter part of Sec. 11, of General Order No. 5, series of 1S98.

VI. Carlisle R. Clarke, of John A. Logan Camp, No. 25, Division of 
Illinois, and former Division Commander, was court-martialed on 
charges of "disobedience of the constitution, rules and regulations” and 
“Conduct unbecoming a member of the order in his relations to the 
order.” Found guilty, and sentence of dishonorable discharge approved, 
Proper record will be made upon black books.

By command of
FRANK L SHEPARD.

Commander-in-Chiel:Official:
G. R. ABBOTT,

Adjutant Genera..

I
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Chicago, III., May 10,1899.
General Order 

No. 2
Series 1899.

On February 5, 1899. Col. James A. Sexton, Comraander-in-Chief of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, died at Washington, D. C., while serv­
ing as a member of the War Investigating Committee appointed by the 
President of the United States.

Commander-in-Chief Sexton rendered faithful and distinguished 
service as a soldier during the great civil war, and during the inter­
vening years has borne an honorable and prominent citizenship under 
the Government which he had helped to maintain. His exalted patriot­
ism and fervent loyally, his earnest heart, though genial and kind, were 
conspicuous among those rare finalities that made him near and dear 
to all.

Our Order mourns with the Graud Army which he so worthily led.

I. Circular No. 2, of the Chaplain-in-Chief, is hereby authorized 
and promulgated.

II. The following Commanders of Division have been elected 
r ince last General Orders:

Rhode Island, Frederic E. Carpenter, Providence.
New Jersey, George II. Bailey, Atlantic City.
Connecticut, Kdson S. Bishop, Norwich.
Massachusetts, Geo. N. Howard, Melrose Highlands.
Nebraska, J. Howard Heine, Hooper.
New Hampshire, Ernest B. Folsom, Dover.
W. Virginia, Jno. W. McCIung, Grafton.
Kansas, 13. Price, Mill vane.

HI. The following Division Encampments are announced;
Alabama and Term. May 10 and 11, Rockwood, Tennessee.
Missouri, May 11 and 12. Kirksville.
Illinois, May lo. 10 and 17, Danville.
Kentucky, May 15 and 10, Newport.
Wisconsin, May 10, 17 and IS, Milwaukee.
Maryland and D. C. May 22 and 23, Washington, D. C.
California, June 5, San Francisco.
South Dakota, J line 7, 8 and 9. Hot Springs.
Indiana, June 7, 8 and 9, Shelbyville.
Pennsylvania, June 13, 14 and 15, I-Iazelton.
Iowa, June It and la, Waterloo.
Maine, June U and 15, Bucksport.
Oregon, J une 21, 22 and 23.
Washington, J une 21, 22. 23 and 24, Seattle.
New York, J une 27 and 28, Utica.
Ohio, July 0 and 7, Columbus.

IV. The Commanders of the following Divisions only have pro­
vided these headquarters with the Roll of Honor, (members of our Order 
who enlisted for the Spanish-American war,) of their respective Divi­
sions, and in many instances, these are incomplete. Nothing' can be 
done towards providing a “Service Badge,” or publishing the Roll, un­
til the delinquent Divisions furnish the necessary information: Connec­
ticut, Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine. Maryland, Minnesota. New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania. Rhode Island, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin 
and Colorado.

V. The proceedings of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the 
Coiumandery-in-Chicf, (Omaha,) have been published and can be pro­
cured from the Quartermaster General, Fred E. Bolton, 9-17 Tremont

f
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Building:, Boston, Mass., through Division headquarters, forwarding 
ten cents eacli for postage. Members of the Omaha Encamp merit may 
order direct sending the requisite postage.

VI. Several Divisions are still delinquent in forwarding reports 
due the Adjutant General, the Inspector General and the Surgeon Gen­
eral. Division Councils and installing officers of Divisions, should see 
to it that all reports and the Roll of Honor have been forwarded to the . 
Commandery-in-Chief officers before the retiring Commander and his 
staff are relieved from dut}r and the Commander elect installed.

VII. Such Divisions as have not yet adopted by-laws for the gov­
ernment of their respective Divisions, should not fail to do so at the coin­
ing Encampment, and submit the same for approval. The by-laws of the 
following Divisions pnl}' are on fileat these headquarters: Connecticut, 
Kentucky, Kansas, Maine, Michigan, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey. New York, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Washington, Rhode 
Island and Nebraska.

VIII. The Commander of the Division of Oregon, (A. Q. Desart,) 
having left that Division without leave of absence, and his whereabouts 
being"unknown, by special order from these headquarters, Junior Vice 
Commander,Walter Ross, of Eugene, Oregon, has been placed in full 
command until the meeting of the coming^Division Encampment when 
the Division Council will elect a Commander to complete the official 
year.

im::m
:
:•

■j&

IX. Reuben Schwarts, of Thomas J. Stewart Camp, No. 72,Division 
of Pennsylvania, was tried by Court Martial, on charges of "violation of 
obligation” and "misappropriating camp funds,” iound guilty, and 
sentence of dishonorable discharge approved.

Harry T. Wheeler, of Greble Camp No. 10, Division of Pennsylvania, 
was tried by Court-Martial, on the charge of "conduct unbecoming a 
member in his relations to the order,” found guilty, and sentence of dis­
honorable discharge approved.

Wm. A. Teeter, af Meade Camp No. 4G, Division of Ohio, was tried 
by Court-Martial on the charge of "committing a scandalous crime 
against the law of the land,” found guilty, and sentence of dishonorable 
discharge approved.

J. Griffin Westbrook, of Tappen Camp No. 3, Division of New York, 
was tried by Court-Martial on the charge of "committing a scandalous 
crime against the law of the land,” found guilty, and sentence of dis­
honorable discharge approved. Proper record of the foregoing will be 
made upon black books.

X. W. E. Clark, Camp'No. 202,of Manistique,Division of Michigan, 
is hereby given honorable mention and the thanks of theCommander-in- 
Cliief, forits contribution of $10.81, in response to his request on behalf 
of the National Monumental Committee. This fund is for the purpose 
of erecting a monument to those who died for the honor of our country 
in the war for humanity against Spain and among whom were many 
members of our Order and it is the intention that the Sons of Veterans 
shall have a special tablet on which shall be either our badge or coat-of 
arms. This Camp was the first—and so far as these headquarters are 
informed—the ONLY one to respond. It is anxiously hoped that this 
worthy example will soon be followed by others.

XI. Retiring Division Commanders will please call the attention 
of their respective successors to Sec. 7, Art. VII, Chapter V, Page 01, C. 
R. & R., and also inform them of the law which requires a HO-cent docu­
mentary revenue stamp attached to such bond to make it valid.

By command of

:
;i!i >.» •:; •l&e

$:iiii
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i. m
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-

mfii
FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Official: Commander-in-Chiel
GEO. B. ABBOTT,; Adjutant General.

I: .
f
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Since last publication, applications for charters have been ap­
proved, and camps mustered as follows:

NO. MUS­
TERED.

NO. OF AF- 
ALICANTS.

DATE OF 
MUSTER.DATE. CAMp NO LOCATION. DIVISION.

1S9S
Oct. 21 
Nov. 19 
Jan. 9 
July 21 
Dec. 12 

“ 21 
“ 23

16. Nov. 7 
“ 13

Nebraska
Pennsylvania
Kansas
Vermont
Pennsylvania
New York.
Illinois
Pennsylvania
Illinois
N. Hampshire 
Wisconsin

Indiana 
Vermont 
Now York 
(Georgia)Mich, 
So. Dakota 
New York 
Rhodo Island 
Massachusetts 
Kansas 
Massachusetts 
Now York 
Indiana 
Ohio
Connecticut
Maine
Indiana
Iowa

Oregon
Indiana
Illinois
Indiana

Nebraska
Iowa
Missouri
Kansas
Maine
Pennsylvania 
Michigan 
Now York 
Pennsylvania 
Kansas

Minnesota 
Illinois 
So. Dakota 
Now’ York

U U

Illinois
Nebraska

Wisconsin

16Shubert 
Sciota 
Coats 
East Barro 
Ocoola Mills 
Corning 
Weldon 
Coatesville 
Coutralia 
Laconia 
Poy Sippi

Elwood 
Wolls River 
Poughkeepsio 
Canp McKiuzie 
Eland 
Manlius 
Pascoag 
Haverhill 
Now ton 
Stonoham 
Churchvillo 
lilnora 
Clifton 
Canaan 
Guilford 
Osgood 
Now Hartford 
Watei-loo 
Tho Dalles 
Scipio 
Findlay 
Hamilton 
Augusta 
heigh 
Milford 
Republic 
Cedar Vale 
Monson 
Fairmount Sprugs 
Dowagiac 
Little Falls 
Williamsport 
loin
Coldwator
Walnut Grovo
Chicago
Springfield
Dundee
Morrisvillo
Danville
Hooper
Horman
Froomont

9
1622156
16I * 1925 31

24 18“ 28 3
14i* 29 15157
21Dec. 2 1965 151617 55

2 28II 2S II21 97
28 Feb. 15 

Jan. 2 
“ 20

58“ 28 72
17** 28 2610

ii. 171928 28
1899 

Jan. 2 41 2225 15305
44 21 1919 192o

19Dec. 13 
“ 25

Feb. 17 
Jan. 18 
Feb. 4 
Mar. 1 
Apr. 4 
Jan. 24 
Feb. 2S 
Mar. 9 

18

2 1929
717;

26
248

462910 reau
222627 203
1628 1916

Fob. 3 16129
‘202710 30
212i17 86
19IS 1611
182222 270

Mar. 1 
“ 3

271725
“ 30
“ 18

151553 15164 27
22“ 232016 >0

Fob. 23 
*• 27

May

151521 -S7
3321 2.vs 33
232321

21
I

1630S
Mar. 23

Apr. 15

Mar. 4 
“ 31

Apr. 17

172022 73
185.1 182

182255 309
S 1527 1676

Afr- l 2121153 31315 62 192910 68
1913 17
IS15 326

18 16249 Apr. 21

Apr. 22 
“ 29

Apr. 29

4141
27 327 17

1627 1631
2027 303827 1714 5729 57100

May 4 16
5, 21191

178 "9
329 5
169 119
8410 li.i
1810 3

Total applicants, 3,241: total camps approved, 45,
Total mustered, including former approvals, 1,113. 
Total camps mustered, including* former approvals, 48.

%

Bfe*.
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Chicago, III,, June 21,1899.
General Order 

No. 3
Serie9 1S99 I

I. Death has once again invaded the ranks of the Commandery-in- 
Chief and taken from it a Past Cominander-in-Chief and a Constitutional 
Life Member. With a profound sense of sorrow it is my sad duty to an­
nounce to the Order the death of its founder and most valued friend, 
Major A. P. Davis, of Pittsburg, Pa., which occurred at liis home on May 
21,1899. The life of Father Davis, as he was familiarly known through­
out the order, was ty'pical in every sense of the true American patriot, 
descending through a line of anceslers, who were eminently identified 
with the establishment and progress of American independence and 
liberty, from the landing of the Pilgrim fathers, through every war and 
struggle to the close of the war of the rebellion. He himself served 
both in the army and navy, winning therein honor and distinction. He 
was a member of all the American patriotic societies; including the 
Grand Army of the Republic, and so anxious was he for the perpetuity 
andicontinuance of the principles of these associations that he success­
fully undertook the founding and promoting of the order of Sons of 
Veterans, U. S. A., and its welfare and success was ever the ambition of 
his heart. His life is worthy of example and by it we should each of us 
be encouraged to renew our work for liberty and humanity and the 
maintainaiice of our country'and its free institutions. The order will 
deeply feel his loss, and its profound sympathy goes out to his wife, his 
family and his immediate friends, who feel his loss so keenly, and in 
token of our sorrow for his loss, it is ordered that for 30 days following- 
the reading of this order in Camps, the charter and altar, when in 
session, shall be draped in mourning.

Maj. John E. Mills, a life member of the Conimandery-in-Chief, and 
a member of Camp No. 129. Division of Massachusetts, died at his home 
in Bradford, on May 9, at the age of S3 years. He was without a doubt 
the oldest son of a veteran in our order. He had a father and four sons 
besides himself in the war of 1801-5, and was an active member of his 
Camp up to within a very' short time of his death. The Division of 
Massachusetts was proud to honor this member of our order, and the 
Commandery'-in-Chief was pleased to make him a life member of that 
body'. The whole order joins in syunpathy' with the Division of Massa­
chusetts for the loss of this distinguished and aged brother.

II. By a vote in the Council-in-Chief on the recommendation of 
the Commander-in-Chief, the 18th encampment of the Commandcry-in- 
Chief will convene in the city of Detroit, September 7, 8 and 9, 1899. 
The location of headquarters and the place of holding the encampment 
and other important details will be announced later.

III. Since the publication of the last order Commanders of Divi­
sions have been elected as follows:

Alabama and Tennessee, W. E. Bolin, Birmingham, Ala.
Missouri, Ben Prack, 101 N. Broadway, St. Louis.
Illinois, Will C. Schneider, Kankakee.
Kentucky, Alexander Hamilton, Newport.
Wisconsin, A. G. Braband, 306 Broadway', Milwaukee.
Maryland, G. S. Whitmore, 807 First St., N. W., Washington, 

D. C.
California, Harry' T. Moore, 71 Stevenson St., San Francisco.
Indiana, IT. O. P. Kline, Jonesboro.
Pennsylvania, S. S, Horn, Easton.
Iowa, W. A. Brown, Marshalltown.
Maine, Edward H. Smith, Westbrook.
Michigan, C. J. Post, Grand Rapids.
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IV. Division Commanders are reminded that pages 35 and 37 of 
the old three-degree ritual must be returned without delay to the Quar­
termaster General, by mail or express, prepaid, in equal number for the 
new rituals received. Failure to make return for these vouchers will 
cause the cost of all new rituals issued to Divisions be charged to their 
account on the books of the Quartermaster General, and will deprive the 
representatives of such Divisions of seats in the 18th Annual Encamp­
ment of fhe Commandery-in-Chief, if such account is not settled in full 
prior to that time.

V. The committee o*
Encampment at Detroit i

Adj. Gen. G. B 
Q. M. Gen. Fre- 
Col. R ’
Co’

nsportation for the Eighteenth Annual 
nvs:
t. St La Salle St., Chicago.

- oi7 Tremont Bldg., Boston.
Mo.

4 ^

c
VI. C. , No. 92, Division of Massa­

chusetts, was ^ .lie charge of “Violation of his
pledge taken at the .... — .ug office as Quartermaster Sergeant
of his camp." found guilty, and sentence of dishonorable discharge ap­
proved. Proper record of the foregoing will be made on black books.

By command of
FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Commander-in-Chief.Official:
GEO. B. ABBOTT,

Adjutant-General.

■
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QU A RTERM A STER-G EN E R A L’S DEPA ETM ENT, 
047 T RE MO XT BUILDING,

Boston, Mass,, Feb. 1,1S99.

Frank L. Shepard,
Commander-in-Chief, S. V., U. S.A.,

Chicago, 111.
Dear Sir and Brother: I have the honor to submit my report 

for the term beginning on the 15th clay of September,1898, and ending on 
the 31st day of December, 189S:

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.
PAID FOR:CASH RECEIVED FROM:

Past Q. M. Genl. Lobenstein.$ S90.SS Supplies (including cost of
Received for supplies............ 696.00 shipping)............................. $ 153.61
Received for P. C. tax............1,125.70 Office expenses........................ 391.12
Received for charter fees  39.50 General expenses.................. 191.71

General orders....................... 20.00
Salaries.................................... 800.00
Seventeenth National En­

campment............................
Traveling expenses...............
Miscellaneous.........................
Cash on hand........................

40.00
7.00
3.44

1,140.10

$ 2,752.98$ 2,752.98

December 31,1S98. Supplies on hand, as per inventory 
GENERAL ACCOUNT, DECEMBER 31, 1899.

LIABILITIES:
9.44 Various Divisions.........

481.95 Surplus............................
9S0.07 

1,140.10

$ 9S0.07

ASSETS:
Various Divisions__
Furniture.....................
Supplies........................
Cash..............................

ip 34.67 
. 2,573.89

$

$2,011.56
PROFIT AND LOSS, DECEMBER 31,1895. 
LOSS:

$2,611.56

PROFIT:
General Orders .....................
Salaries.....................................
Traveling Expenses..............
Office expenses......................
General expenses...................
Seventeenth National En­

campment............................

........ $ 39.50
.......... 1,125.70
..........  149.23
..........  141.40

$ 20.00 Charter fees.........
800.00 P. C. tax................

7.00 Supplies Profit... 
391.12 Balance (net loss) 
191.71- •
46.00

. $1,455.83• $1,455.83

FRED K. BOLTON,
Quartermaster-General.
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT, 
947 TREMONT BUILDING,

Boston, Mass., May 1, 1899.
Gen. Frank L. Shepard,

Oommander-in-Chief, S. V., U. S. A
Chicago, 111.

Dear Sir and Brother: I have the honor to submit my report 
for the quarter ending March 31,1899:

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.
CASH ON HAND: PAID FOR:

As per last report................ $ L140.10 Supplies, (including cost of
Received for supplies.........  S5S.02 shipping..............................
Received for P. C. tax........... 1,232.S7 office expenses.....................
Received for charter fees... 50.00 General expenses..

Traveling expenses
Salaries.....................
General orders.......
Miscellaneous.........
Cash on liaud.........

$ 1,045.67 
220.80

8.18Miscellaneous S.27 132.51
750.00
13.50

5.S9
1,112.71

$3,289.26$3,2S9,26
March 31. 1S99. Supplies on hand as per inventory $1,280.87.

GENERAL ACCOUNT, MARCH 31,1899.
ASSETS: liabilities:

Furniture..............
Supplies..................
Cash.........................
Various Divisions

$ 15.00

30.53
2,919.17

$ 481.95 A. P. Davis...............
. 1/2SO.S7 E. B, Stillings & Co 

1,112.71 Various Divisions. 
94.42 Surplus.....................

5.25

$2,969.95$2,969.95

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, MARCH 31, 1S99.
GAINS:LOSSES:

MsSSE-:? II oOffice expenses.......................... r ir
General expenees..................... 0«poq
Balance (gain)........................... 34o.«o

.$ 50.00

. 1,232.87 
. 187,40

$1,470.27 $1,470,27

FRED E. BOLTON,
Quartermaster General.
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Chicago, III., Aug. 10,1899.
General Order,

No. 4,
Series 1S99.

I. The Divisions of Alabama and Tennessee, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Gulf, Indiana, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hamp­
shire, New Jersey, South Dakota and Wisconsin are delinquent to the 
Chaplain-in-Chief for the consolidated reports of their respective Divis­
ion Chaplains. The Division of the Gulf, Missouri, Oregon and West Vir­
ginia are delinquent to the Adjutant General’s Headquarters for their 
respective Rolls of Honor. There are several Divisions likewise delin­
quent to the department of tlielnspector General. In connection with 
the foregoing, the attention of Division Commanders is respectfully 
called to Sec. 1, Art. 4, Chap. 5, Page53, C., R. and R.

II. The attention of Division Commanders is respectfully called 
to Sec. 3, Art. 2, Chap. 5, Page 51, C., R. and R. In this connection the 
Quartermaster General respectfully requests that where it is possible all 
business with his department should be closed by the 17tli of the cur­
rent month. No requisitions for supplies will be filled after that date 
until after the closing of the 18th Annual Encampment of the Cominan- 
dery-in-Chief. The Quartermaster General is hereby instructed to ex­
change no more new rituals for old ones after that date in the manner 
hitherto observed for supplying new rituals to camps, and Division 
Commanders must make final settlement for all rituals received by them 
on or before that date.

III. Division Commanders will please see to it that their consoli­
dated Adjutant’s and Quartermaster’s reports, together with the per cap­
ita tax, is forwarded in time to reach the Adjutant General’s headquar­
ters not later than the 20tli day of the current month.

IV. In forwarding certificates for delegates and Past Division 
Commanders to the Adjutant General a number of errors have been 
made, one Commander certifying fora Past Commander who was de­
ceased. In another instance a Past Commander was enumerated 
titled to representation from a given Division when he had transferred 
and was a member of another Division, and in many instances Past 
Commanders who belong to suspended camps were reported as in good 
standing. To correct these errors, each Division Commander is re­
quested to immediately forward to the Adjutant General a list of the Past 
Division Commanders, Grand Division Commanders, and Past Com- 
manders-in-Cliief, if any there be, and certify to the good standing in the 
Order of each and every one. It is imperative that this should beat- 
tended to immediately, as the roster for the National Encampment is all 
ready to be printed, and only awaits verification and correction.

V. The following are hereby appointed as the committee on Fra­
ternal Relations to attend the 33rd Annual Session of the National En­
campment of the Grand Army of the Republic (and auxiliary associa­
tions) to be held at Philadelphia, Pa., Sept. 4-7,1899*

Past Commander-in-Chief Janies Lewis Rake, Chairman, Read­
ing, Pa.

Past Commander-in-Chief Charles K. Darling, Boston, Mass.
Past Commander-in-Chief Louis M. Wagner, Philadelphia, Pa.
Past Division Commander Theodore A. Barton, Providence, R.I.
Hon. Webster Davis, Asst. Secy. Interior, Washington. D. C.

VI. Du ring the 18th Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in- 
Chief, headquarters will be established at the Hotel Cadillac, Detroit. 
The rates at this hotel, per day (American plan), are from $2.50 to $1.50, 
depending upon location and accommodations The Adjutant General, 
having a plan of the Hotel and a list of rates, will be pleased to give liis 
assistance to delegations in locating themselves in comfortable quarters. 
The Russell House offers the same rates. Very good accommodations can 
be had at the Hotel Griswold for $2.00 and $2.50 per day, American plan. 
The beautiful Auditorium in the Masonic Temple has been secured as a

I
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convention hall during the Encampment. It is expected at this time 
that among1 the arrangements for the entertainment of visitors will be a 
delightful ride, involving an afternoon and evening, by steamer up the 
Detroit river, which will include a fish supper.

VII. The chairman of the Transportation Committee reports that 
the Michigan Passenger Association has given a rate of one fare for the 
round trip. The Trunk Line Association has given a rate of a fare and 
a third on the certificate plan. The other Associations have not yet 
been heard from, but the complete arrangements will be published in 
subsequent orders.

VIII. It is expected that the official train for Detroit will leave 
Chicago, probabljr via the Wabash, on Wednesday evening, September 
0, at 11 o’clock. Those who can make it convenient so to do, are invited 
to join the party. The rendezvous in Chicago will be the Hotel Bre- 
voort.

IX. Pursuant to the request of the Division of Maryland and the 
District of Columbia, the States of North and South Carolina are detached 
from that Division and placed under the jurisdiction of the Division 
of the Gulf. Louisiana Camp, No. 1, Division of the Gulf, is hereby de­
tached from that Division and assigned to the jurisdiction of the Div­
ision of Alabama and Tennessee.

By Command of
FRANK L. SHKPARD

Commauder-iu-Chief.Official:
G. B. ABBOTT,

Adjutant General.

Since last publication, applications for charters have been ap­
proved, and camps mustered as follows:

NO. OP AP­
PLICANTS.DATE. DIVISION,CAMP NO.' LOCATION.

20May 15 
** 15 W.GV?rginla 

Kansas 
New York 
Illinois
Colorado
Ohio
Massachusetts
Iowa
Pennsylvania

*4

Massachusetts
Pennsylvania

N. Hampshire
«l 44

W. Virciuia 
Pennsylvania 
New York 
So. Dakota

Shoridnn
Torre Alta
Cloarwator
Vermontvillo
Okawvillo
Etlini'ham
Salida
Fort Hill
Blackstono
l.acoua
Potts town
Avondale

7 2ll30 21“ 20 3y 20“ 22 7:f 19“ 23 
" 23 
“ 24

401 20402
%20Jane 7 

“ 19
“ 19

210 19hi 18289 15“ 20 •II 24July 3 
*• 10 
“ 13
“ 14
*• 14 
“ 17 
“ 17
“ 22 
" 22 

Aup. l

23 15Philado phia 
South Chutbam 
Potts town

11 277 2824 is20) Cloarllold 
North Haverhill 
Milford 
French Creek 
Frankstown 
Hoosic Falls 
A9hton

20 IS38 1638 2389 IS.90 1515

Total Applicants, 43G; total camps, 22.
&
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Chicago, 111., Aug. 25,1899.
General Order,

No. 5,
Series 1899.

I. The Council-in-Chief is requested to convene for business in the 
temporary Headquarters of the Quartermaster General, Parlor G, Cadil­
lac Hotel, Detroit, Michigan, 10 o’clock a. m. September 7,1899.

II. The Eighteenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in- 
Chief will convene in the Auditorium of the Masonic Temple, Detroit, 
Michigan, 2 p. m. September 7,1S99.

III. It is with a deep sense of sadness that the announcement, is 
made of the sudden death by drowning at Greensboro, Vermont, of the 
Revereud Harry L. Vcazey, Past Chaplaiu-in-Chief,and Past Commander 
of the Division of Alabama and Tennessee. The sympathy of the whole 
order is extended to this bereaved Division which has sustained such a 
severe loss of a brother whose place can never be filled and whose lov­
ing, kind, loyal and noble character will long be revered and remem­
bered by the many who knew him but to cherish him. ’Though gone 
before yet the light of his sublime, life may be the beacon for us all to 
follow, an example worthy of emulation.

IV. John Abor of R. J. Myers Camp No. 35, Division of New York, 
was tried by court-martial on the charge of “conduct unbecoming a 
member in his relations to the order” (embezzlement of Camp funds,) 
found guilty and sentence of dishonorable discharge, approved. Proper 
record of which, will be made upon black books.

V. The transportation Committee submits the following informa­
tion:

Railroad rates, for round trip, as follows:
New England Passenger Association—Territory: New England, 

States. Fare one and a third on certificate.
Trunk Line Association—Territory: Niagara Falls, Buffalo, Dun­

kirk and Salamanca, N. Y.; Erie and Pittsburg, Pa.; Bellaire, Ohio; 
Wheeling, Parkersburg and Huntingdon, W. Va., and points east thereof 
except New England. Fare and a third on certificate.

Central Passenger Association—Territory: Illinois, Ohio, Indiana, 
Michigan and portions of Pennsylvania and New York. One first-class 
fare for round trip.

The Michigan Passenger Association the same.
The Western Passenger Association—Fare, one and a third, (possi­

bly better) certificate plan.
Southern Passenger Association—Territory: South of the Ohio and 

Potomac Rivers and east of the Mississippi River. One fare and a third 
on certificate.

, Three or four days before leaving home (if you are to travel on the 
certificate plan) see that your ticket agent is supplied with necessary 
certificates.

Delegates using the Certificate plan will pay full fare going and 
get a certificate filled in on one side by the agent of whom the ticket is 
purchased. If, however, the ticket agent at a local station is not sup­
plied with certificates and through tickets to the place of meeting, he 
can inform the delegate of the nearest important station where they can 
be obtained. In such case the delegate should purchase a local ticket 
to such station and there take up his certificate and through ticket to 
Detroit. Tickets for going passage will be sold only within three days 
(not including Sunday) prior to the day of meeting. Have your certifi­
cate signed by Adjutant General Abbott as soon as you reach Detroit 
so that they can be vised by special agent of the R. R. On presentation 
of the certificate, duly filled on both sides, to the ticket agent at Detroit,
within three days after adjournment (Sunday excepted) the holder will
be furnished return ticket for one-third regular fare. No refund fare 
will be made on account of any person failing to obtain a certificate.

Delegates are requested to correspond with the members of the
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT, 
947 TREMONT BUILDING,

Boston, Mass., August 1, 1899.
Gen. Frank L. Shepard,

Coiumander-in-Chief, S. V., U. S. A.
Chicago, 111.

Dear Sir and Brother: I have the honor to submit my report 
for the quarter encliug June 30, 1899:

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.
PAID FOR:CASH ON HAND:

As pur last report...............$1,112.71 Supplies, (including cost of
Received for supplies ......... 1,114,29 shipping)..............................$ S49.41
Received for P. C. tax........... 1,382.00 Office expenses........................ 257.45
Received for charter fees. . 04.00 General expenses..................... 18.75
Miscellaneous....................... .14 Traveling expenses................ 102.09

Salaries ..................................... 750.00
General orders......................... 33.50
17th National Encampment. 390.49
Furniture................................. 32.98
Miscellaneous.........................
Cash on hand........................

8.94
1,170.13

$3,673.74$3,073,74

June 30,1899. Supplies on hand as per inventory $1,279.19. 
GENERAL ACCOUNT, JUNE 30,1899.

LIABILITIES:
.$ 514.93 Various Divisions................$ 34.47

1,279.19 Surplus................................... 3,002.95
1,170.13 

73.17

ASSETS:
Furniture................
Supplies..................
Cash.........................
Various Divisions

$3,037.42$3,037.42
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, JUNE 30,1899.

gains:LOSSES:
General orders.........
Salaries .....................
Traveling expenses..
Office expenses.........
General expenses................... IS 75
17th National Encampment.. 390.49 
Balance (gain).......................... 83.78

.........$ 04.00

......... 1,382.60
.......... 149.46

...........$ 33.50 Charter fees................
........... 750.00 Per capita tax.............
........... 162.09 Supplies (profit).......
..........  257.45

$1,696.06$1,696.06

FRED E. BOLTON,
Quartermaster-General.
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transportation committee of their respective localities. The committee 
is as follows:

Adj. Gen. G. B. Abbott, 84 La Salle St., Chicago.
Q. M. Gen. Fred K. Bolton, 947 Tremont Bldg., Boston.
Col. R. Loebenstein, Warrensburg, Mo.
Col. E. H, Archer, Columbus, Ohio.
Col. R. M. J, Reed, 32 N. 5th St., Philadelphia, lJa.
The official train will leave Chicago 11 p, m., Sept. 6th, via the 

Wabash R. R. Round trip fare from Chicago, $7.75. The train leaving 
St. Louis at 8:40 p. m. same night, will be attached to official train fit 
Montpelier, O. Round trip from St. Louis, $13.00. All who can are in­
vited to join official train. For sleeping car accommodations from Chi­
cago, apply early to the Adjutant General; from St. Louis, to Col. B. W. 
Frauenthal, Union Station, St. Louis.

VI. As this order will be the last issued by this administration, 
the Commander-in-Chief desires to convey his deep appreciation of the 
universal kindness and devotion with which he has been honored by the 
brotherhood throughout the Order. The fraternal regard has been so 
manifest, the charitable lenity overlooking the many shortcomings, so 
freely given, the unswerving efforts to advance the interests of the order, 
so deep that it seems scarcely possible that the relations could have 
been happier. Indulging in the hope that these marks of consideration 
will continue until the gavel falls upon the completed work of this ad­
ministration-nay until time and memory shall be no more, we pray 
God speed us in all things to His glory and the honor of our beloved 
country. Bj' Command of

.
»

FRANK L. SHEPARD,
Commander-in-Chief.Official:

GEO. B. ABBOTT,
Adj utant-General.

!
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SPECIAL ORDERS.

Chicago, III , Sept. 30, 1898.
Special Orders No. 1.

Leave of absence for three months, to date from Sept. 12, 189S, with per­
mission to go beyond the limits of his Division, is hereby granted to the fol­
lowing-named officer, who will at the expiration thereof report in writing to 
these headquarters: S. A. Crane, Senior Vice-Commander Michigan Division.

By command of■»

Official: PRANK L. SHEPARD,
Commander-in-Chief.G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant-General.

To S. A. Crane, Senior Vice-Division Commander, S.V., U.S.A., Deerfield,Mich.

Chicago, III., 1898.
Special Orders No. 2.

The attached is a true and correct transcript from the proceedings of the 
Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-iu-Chief, Sons of Vet­
erans, U.S A.

You will promulgate the same through the Division of New Jersey and 
furnish a certified copv to Gen. Joe Hooker Camp No. 45, at Mt. Molly in said 
Division.

By command of
Official: FRANK L. SHEPARD*

Commander-in-Chief. ■G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

To Col. Jaaics M. Mathews, Commanding New Jersey Division, S.V., U.S.A.

Chicago. III., Oct. 22, 1898.
Special Orders No. 3.

Leave of absence for four months, to date from Nov. 1, 189S, with permis­
sion to go beyond the limits of his Division, is hereby granted to the following- 
named officer, who will, at the expiration thereof, report in writing to these 
headquarters: W. Glenn Walker, Senior Vicc-Commander, Division of Cali­
fornia and Hawaiian Islands.

By command of
Official: FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Commander-in- Chiej.G., B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

To W. Glenn Walker, Senior Vice-Commander, S.V., U S.A., Los Gatos, Cal.
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Chicago, III., Dec. 3,1898.
Special Orders No. 4.| Leave of absence from date to Feb. 7, 1899, is hereby granted the following 
named officer, with permission to go beyond the limits of his Division, who will 
at the expiration thereof report in writing to these headquarters: M. P. 
O’Flaherty, Junior Vice-Commander, Division of llhode Island, S.V., U.S.A.

By command of

1

FRANK L. SHEPARD,
Commander-i n-Chi ef.

Official:
G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant- General.

To M. P. O’Flaherty, Junior Vice-Commander, Providence, R I.

,
Chicago, III., Dec. 14, 1898.

; Special Orders No. 5.
The following named officer is hereby appointed Assistant Inspector Gen­

eral to inspect the Quartermaster’s Department of the Division of Missouri, 
Sons of Veterans, U.S A. This will be his authority for so doing and he will 
be respected and obeyed accordingly. He will report to the Inspector General: 
Past Col. Rudolph Loebenstcin, Warrensburg, Mo.

By command of

■

' i
i FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Commander-in• Ch ief.
Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

. To Rudolph Loebenstein, Warrensburg, Mo.
i

Chicago, III., Dec. 28, 1898.
Special Orders No. 6.

The charter of the following named Camp is hereby annulled upon the 
recommendation of the Colonel commanding the Division, it appearing that the 
Camp has failed to make reports and pay per capita tax for three quarters, and 
the Camp shows a membership of less than the required number for maintaining 
a charter. The Colonel of the Division will proceed to secure the Camp and 
Division property in accordance with the Constitution, Rules and Regulations of 
the Order, issuing transfer cards to such members as may be in good standing 
on the records of the Camp, if any there be: Lincoln Camp No. 10, Division of 
California, located at Santa Cruz.

By command of
Official: FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Commander-in-Chief.G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

To Col. Chas. L Pierce, Commanding California Division, S.V , U.S.A., 
13 Pine St., San Francisco, Cal.

Chicago, III., Dec. 30,1898.
Special Orders No. 7.

The charter of the following named Camp is hereby annulled upon the 
recommendation of the Commander of the Division, it appearing that the Camp 
has failed to make reports and pay per capita tax for six months.

The Commander of the Division will proceed to secure the Camp Charter, 
and the Camp and Division property, in accordance with the provisions of
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the Constitution, Rules and Regulations governing this case,’and will issue * 
transfer cards to such members as may be in good standing on the records of 
the Camp, if any there be. Stetson Camp No 203, Division of New York, 
located at Plattsburg.

By command of
FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Co mmander-in- Chief.
Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

To Col. E. W. Estes, Commanding Division of New York, S.V., U.S.A., 
Albany, N.Y.

Chicago, III., Feb. 10, 1809.
Special Order No. 8.

The resignation of A. R. Jones, Commander of the Division of West Vir­
ginia. is hereby accepted, and the members of the Division Council are hereby 
ordered to elect by ballot, on the form herewith attached, a successor, and 
forward the same to the Adjutant-General immediately, who will canvass the 
vole, and in case a choice is made, report the same to the Commander-In-Chief, 
otherwise to ask for a second ballot, and proceed in this manner until a choice 
is made. By command of

FRANK L. SHEPARD,
Commander-in- Ch iefOfficial:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

Chicago, III., Feb. 11, 1899.
Special Order No. 9.

The office of the Commander of the Division of West Virginia having 
become vacant bv resignation, the following named officer of the Commanderv- 
iu-Chief will proceed to Elkins, W. Va., audit the accounts of the recent Com­
mander, A. R. Jones, receive from him all moneys and all other property 
belonging to the Division of West Virginia, giving a receipt therefor and for­
ward the same in accordance with instructions accompanying herewith.

He is authorized and empowered to represent the person of the Commander- 
in-Chief in his official capacity, and perform such acts as the Commander-in- 
Chief himself would be empowered to do in this case.

The travelling expenses Incurred are necessary for the good of the service 
of the Sous of Veterans: Member of the Council-in-Chief II. H. Hammer, 
Readjug, Pa. By command of

FRANK L. SHEPARD,
Co mma nder-in- Ch ief.Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

Chicago, III., March 22, 1899

Division Commander ^ Seniorjicc-C^a.der 
of the Division of Oregon having left said Dh , se headquarters
without leave of absence from these headquarters, a confines of said

S i»:5ng commander, until otherwise
ordered from these headquarters.
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He is authorized to relieve from ofllce and appoint such Division staflf 
officers as in his judgment the best interests of the Division may require: 
Junior Vice Division Commander, Walter Ross, Eugene, Ore.

By command of
FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Commander-in Ch icf.
Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

To Walter Ross, Junior Vice-Commander, Division of Oregon, S.V , U.S A., 
Eugene, Ore

Chicago, III., April 17, 1899.
Special Okdku No. 11.

Good and sufficient reasons appearing and for the good of the Order, you 
are hereby authorized and empowered to reinstate and place in good standing in 
the Division of Maryland and District of Columbia, Lincoln Camp No. 9 of 
Baltimore, upon the payment of the requisite tax; said Camp having been 
suspended and its charter revoked for the non-payment of per capita tax.

By command of
FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Commander-in- Chid.
Official:

G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

To Col. Win. B. King, Commanding Division of Md. and D C., S.V., U.S.A.

Chicago, III., May 24, 1899.
Special Okdku No. 12.

l Von are hereby authorized, empowered and directed to convene the Council 
of the Division of Oregon, S.V., U S.A., at McMinnville, State of Oregon, June 
21, 1899, for the purpose of electing a Commander for the unexpired term 
caused by the departure of A. Q. Dcsart from within the borders of his Divi­
sion for more than thirty days without leave of absence or authority from the 
('oramandcr-in-Chicf. You arc also authorized to install or cause to be 
installed the person there elected to till the unexpired term. The Council Is 
also authorized to (111 such other vacancies as may legally exist in the elective 
Division offices at the same time.

!
Bv command of

Official: FRANK E. SHEPARD,
Com mondcr-in-Chief.G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant-General.

To Walter Ross, Junior Vice-Commander, Commanding Oregon Division, 
S.V., U.S.A., Eugene, Ore.

Chicago, III., May 2G, 1899.
Special Okdku No. 13.

The following named officer is hereby detailed to install the officers elected 
at the Encampment of the Division of California and the Hawaiian Islands, 
which Encampment will be held at San Francisco, Cal., June 5, 1898. He will 
report to the Adjutant-General on Forms 49 and 50. This will be his authority 
for such installation: Past Division Commander Frank W. Bunnell, Los 
Angeles, Cal.

1
By command of

FRANK L. SHEPARD,
Com mander-i n-Chief.Official:

G. B Abbott, •:
Adjutant-General.

To Frank W. Bunnell, Los Angeles, Cal.

i
ii
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Chicago, III., May 26, 1899.
Special Order No. 14.

The cliarlci* of the following mimed Camp is hereby annulled upon the 
recommendation of the Colonel commanding the Division, it appearing that 
the Camp has failed to make reports and pay per capita tax for three years. The 
Col-'iiel of the Division will proceed to secure the Camp and Division property 
in accordance with the Constitution, Rules and Regulations of the Order, issuing 
transfer cards to such members as may be in good standing on the records of 
the Camp, if any there be Captain Wiltz Camp No. 4, Division of California, 
located at Honolulu, IT.I.

By command of
FRANK L. SHEPARD.

Commander-in- Chief.
Official:

G. B. Abbott,
' Adjutant-General.

To Col. Charles L. Pierce, Commanding California Division, S.V., U.S.A. 
13 Piuc street, San Francisco, Cal.

Chicago, III., ,luue 12, 1S99.
Special Order No. 15.

The charter of the following named Camp is hereby annulled upon the 
recommendation of the Colonel commanding the Division, it appearing that thco 
Camp has failed to make reports and pay per capita tax for three quarters, aud 
the Camp shows a membership of less than the required number for maintaining 
a charter. The Colonel of the Division will proceed to secure the Camp and 
Division property in accordance with the Constitution, Rules and Regulations 
of tlie Order, issuing transfer cards to such members as may be in good 
standing on the records of the Camp, if any there he. Townsend Camp No. 1, 
Division of New York, located at Albany.

By command of
Official: FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Comm a nder-i n- Chief.G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-Genera  I

To Col. E. XV. Estes, Commanding New York Division. S.V., II.S.A , 
Albany, N.Y.

Chicago, Ii.i.., June 12, 1S99.
Special Orders No. 16.

The following named officer is hereby detailed to install the officers elected 
at the Encampment of the Division of Vermont, which Encampment will be 
held at Bradford, Vermont, June 14 and 15, 1899. He will report to the Adju­
tant-General on Forms 49 and 50. This will be his authority for such installation : 
Division Commander W. XV. Lapoint, Barre, Vt.

By command of
Official: FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Commander-in-ChieJ.G. B. Abbott,
Adjutant-General.

To Col. W. W. Lapoint, Commanding Division of Vermont, S.V., U.S.A., 
Barre, Vt.
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Chicago, III., June 20, 1899.
Special Orders No. 17.

The resignation of the following named officer having been forwarded to 
the Commauder-iu-Chicf with the endorsement of the Division Commander, the 
same is hereby accepted, and Commander Harry T. Moore of the Division of 
California is hereby directed, authorized and empowered to cause the Division 
Council of California to elect a successor to till t he vacancy hereby created, and 
report the result of the election to these headquarters: Frank R. Handley, 
Junior Vice Division Commander elect, Division of California, S.V., U S.A ,

By command ofresidiug in San Fraucisco, Cal.
FRANK L. SHEPARD,

Commander-in- Chief.Official:
G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant-General.

To Col. Harry T. Moore, Commanding California Division, S.V., U.S.A., 
San Francisco, Cal.

Chicago, III., June 22, 1S99.
Special Orders No. 18.

Special Order No. 15 is hereby withdrawn on condition that Townsend 
Camp No. 1 of the Division of New York shall have liquidated all of its indebt­
edness to that Division before the convening of its Sixteenth Annual Encarap- 
raent By command of

FRANK L. SHEPARD,
Comma nder- in- Chief.Official:! G. B. Abbott,

Adjutant- General.
i :

To Col. E. W. Estes, Albany, N.Y.
Ml

i

i
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CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF,
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.

Circular 
No. 1.

South Frankfort, Micii., Jan. 25, 1899.
Dear Brothers:

There are epochs in national history that stand out as stars in the 
galaxy of Heaven, more bright and interesting than others. There are 
lives that seem as suns amid stars as we read the biographies of men. 
There are these characters in national life that have reflected upon the 
world the brightest glory of the highest type of manhood, lhere are 
fixed stars—stars of the first magnitude—and in this class we place the 
name of Abraham Lincoln. Not strange is it that the birthday of such a 
character should be remembered by a nation he loved aud served, and 
for which he lost his life. We love to think of Lincoln, for thoughts of 
him bring always holy ambitions and a greater love for that which is 
true. I-Iis birthday marks an epoch in history. Me it was who called 
for “Union Defenders’’ at a time when disunion threatened the national 
life. He it was who so skillfully directed the ship of state during those 
stormy winds of unsettled opinion. He it was who became the victim of 
an assassin’s rage, and breathed out upon the country’s altar lus life 
blood, so loyal and true to the best interests of our nation.

Brothers, remember our fathers responded to the call of Lincoln, 
Now, let us respond to the call to do honor again to the day which ush­
ered this brilliant star into our satellite system—a star which so rapidly 
became the center, around which there clustered hundreds of thousands 
whose lives shone with heroic patriotism.

As February 12, 1S99, falls upon Sunday, we advise that the pro­
gram be given Saturday or Monday night, and that pastors of various 
churches be requested to preach appropriate sermons upon the day 
proper. Let interesting programs be prepared by every camp, consist­
ing of patriotic songs, inspiring recitals, addresses, etc. _

We call special attention to Sec. VI, of General Order No. 6. The 
National Monument Committee, organized for the erection of a national 
memorial to the dead heroes of the Cuban battlefields and the martyrs 
of the Maine, has invited our Order to hold special services in connection 
with that noble cause, and we endorse the recommendation of Com- 

• mander-in-Cliief Frank L. Shepard, that the services be held in connec­
tion with “Union Defenders’ Day.” Circulars in reference to this matter 
will be forwarded to each camp by the Commander-in-Chief.

The heroes who died for the cause of Cuban liberty deserve a 
warm place in memory. The noble boys who lost their lives in the 
shocking Maine disaster should have no less a favored place in memory s 
book. Many of them were our brothers, and their seats in the Camps are 
now vacant. Give them recognition in the program for “Union De­
fenders* Day.” God bless the nation’s brave. Let us rally to the stand­
ard. May memory never lose the influences stamped upon our lives by 
nxen like Lincoln. Let us thank God that they ever lived and brought 
into our national life so much of light, wisdom and patriotism.

Yours in F. C. and L.,
Arthur J. Morris,

Clia plain-in-Chief.
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HEADQUARTERS

Chaplain-iq-CIriief.
☆☆☆

Frankfort Mich., May 4, 1899.
Circular,iNo. 2

Dear Brothers: Memorial Day is close at hand. With it comes 
sacred duties. We are to stand by the side of our fathers in the Grand 
Army of the Republic and render to them any assistance they 11103’- need. 
They are the directors and we their associates in the work of Memorial 
Da}7. Rapidly arc they falling- into graves to be kept sacred with flowers 
of remembrance in the future of the Sons of Veterans.

Let us do honor, not alone to those who have passed away, but 
also to those living heroes in whose presence we have the exalted privi­
lege of meeting. May we by our kindness bring a little more of sunshine 
into the closing years of their lives.

A nation like ours, could not well forget its brave, and thus a day 
we term “Memorial” has been dedicated to the expressed object of re­
membering the fallen, who once in the strength of young manhood 
faced death, starvation and suffering, if by this they might sustain the 
flag of the Union.

This is a holiday, yet of a far different character than other days 
we term such. Instead of thoughtless, irreverentdeportiuent, we shou ld 
by our example show to the Nation that we appreciate the honor the day7 
brings to our fathers. There are responsibilities connected with the 
day7 and largely7 do they rest upon the Sons of Veterans order. Do not 
lead, however* in the preparation for Memorial Day7. Submit to the 
wishes of the fathers, for whom the day7 has been consecrated. Lead 
only' where this is their request. Stand by their side, ready to bring to 
them help and cheer.

May there be an observance of the Day7 in the absence of games 
and sports, as well as in the special program prepared for the occasion.

As you place a flower upon the grave of him, who in the years past 
gave his service and then his life for the Nation, remember that some one 
will place a flower soon upon the grave of your father or brother. Oh. 
let us in tenderness remember the two millions of men who saved the 
Nation from disunion.

Let Tuesday7 May7 30, be duly observed as Memorial Day7 through­
out our orders. May7 no soldier’s grave be neglected. Remember also* 
the brothers who during the last few months gave life and its brightest 
hopes for the Nation in the Spanish-Amcrican War.

Endeavor to have Memorial Sunday, May 28, duly7 observed in the 
churches by7 appropriate services. Where possible let our brothers in 
the camps march in a company7 to the church with the Grand Army7 
comrades.

1

:

We trust every Camp Chaplain will be prompt in sending his re­
port to the Chaplain of his Division, and also that each Division Chap­
lain will be able to consolidate reports promptly7 and forward to this 
office. Yours in F. C. and L.,

Rev. A. J. MORRIS,
Chapla in-in-Oh ief.Approved:

Frank L. Shepard,
Com 111a nder-in-Ch ief.
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The Commander-In-Chief: Next in the order of business is the 
reading of the report of the Quartermaster-General. We will listen to 
the report of the Quartermaster-General.

REPORT OP QUAltTEUMASTER-GENERAL. 
Quartermaster-General: Commander, before I read my report I 

would like to say in connection with the little pleasantry on the part of 
the Adjutant-General, that rny position may be consistent, if he will 
view it from the point that as the Adjutant-General l dealt with what I 
thought ought to be doue, and as Quartermaster-General I again dealt 
with what 1 thought ought to be doue. That is to say, as Adjutant- 
General, I saw a number of blanks that needed correction, and as 
Quartermaster-General, I found a considerable supply of such blanks 
that should be disposed of before we have any new ones printed. I 
now beg leave to submit the following report:

To Frank L. Siikpard, Commander-in-Ckm.
Sir: I have the honor to submit my report of the business of the 

Quartermaster-General’s department for the term ending Aug. 23, 1890.

Report Supplemental to Report to Seventeenth Annual Encampment.
Cash on hand, as shown by report 
Received for per capita tax . . .

‘‘ charter fees. . . .
“ miscellaneous . . .

$1,986 59 
96 u7 
12 00 
20 60

i t

4 •
$2,115 26:

Paid for supplies
“ “ olllee expenses..........................................................

general expenses.....................................................
gold star, Cominander-in-Chief ... • •
salaries......................................................................

‘ charter fee (refunded)...........................................
“ “ expenses Seventeenth Annual Encampment . .

1 40
13 97 
82 20 

150 U0 
250 00

it

• «
2 00<<

774 81
— 1,224 38
. • $890 88Cash on hand at beginning of administration . . .

Receipts and Expenditures prom Sept. 14, 1898, to Aug. 23, 1899.
RECEIPTS.

Cash received from Past Q M.-Gcn. Loebenstein . .
“ “ for supplies................................... $3,263 83

“ per capita tax.................... 4,854 21
“ charter fees..................... 186 00
“ monument fund .... 20 00
“ miscellaneous . .

$890 88
<> <<
<< (<
€< • (
t ( 8 61t C

- $8,332 65
$9,228 53Total cash receipts

EXPENDITURES.
Expenses of the Seventeenth Annual En­

campment in addition to those paid by pre­
ceding administration:—

W. S. Garber................................................ .....
Inspector-General Durston (bal. due) . .
Proceedings...................................... . .
Past Commander Courtney, account inspec­

tion Oregon Division................................

$44 00
2 00

365 49

25 00
$436 49 
$436 49Amount carried foricard
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$436 49Amount brought forward
Travelling expenses:

Commander-iu-Chief......................................
Adjutant-General...........................................
IT. II Hammer, Council-in-Chicf, account 

inspection, etc. West Virginia Division .

175 47 
95 59

30 54
301 GO

Supplies:
Badges and decorations . . 
Camp and division supplies .
Cost of shipping.....................
Wrappiug paper, twine, etc..

. . §1,589 60 

. . 863 O0
93 11 

7 14
2,552 85

Office expenses:
Rent, Commandery.....................................

“ Quartermaster-General .... 
Light and toilet supplies. Commandery .

“ “ “ •* Q.M.-General .
Telegrams and Express, Commandery .

•* “ *• Q M.-General
Postage . .....................................................

$240 00 
240 S3 

38 87 
20 59 
40 38 
12 07 

177 23 
43 00 
53 50 
55 98 
20 94 
55 25

Q.M.-General.........................
Stationery, all National Officers ....

Commandery................................
Q.M -General... . .

Record books, Q M -General.....................
Repairs, typewriting machines Comman­

dery and Q M -General . ... . .
Clerical Services, (Commandery Card Index,

Records, etc )..........................................
Miscellaneous.....................................................

4 4
. <

.

13 55

88 00 
28 08 1,128 27

•General Expenses:
Moviug Commander}' headquarters . .

Q.M.-General................................
Gold star, Commander-in-Chicf . . . 
Gold cross, Past Q.M -Gen. Locbenstein
Bond, Commander-in-Chicf.....................
Blanks furnished free to Divisions .
Password and Countersign.....................
Insurance, Q.M.-General...........................
Blanks for Roster Spauisli-American War 
Floral tribute funeral A. P Davis . . 
Roster Division Commanders 1899, 1900 
Miscellaneous................................................

§30 00 
66 61 

150 00 
50 00 
25 00 
41 75 
6 63 

16 20 
4 55 

15 00 
2 00

4 4

;

4 90
411 64 

32 98 
2,800 00 

126 60 
34 00 
21 08

Furniture.....................................
Salaries..................................... .....
General Orders...........................
Eighteenth Annual Encampment 
Miscellaneous...........................

/
Total Expenditures . . 
Balauce. cash on hand

Supplies ou hand, inventoried at cost

$7,845 51 
1,378 02

$1,119 82

The financial condition of the Commandery-in-Chief ou Aug. 31, 
1898, was as follows:

.
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General Account, Aug. 31, 1898

Asscfs. Liabilities.
Or.Dr.

Furniture......................
Supplies............................
Cash.................................
Due from Divisions . .

8481 95 Due to Divisions . .
1,342 72 Surplus......................
1,986 59 

2'.) 9G

. . S 19 62 

. . 3,821 60

83.841 22 S3,*41 22

The financial condition of .the Commandery-iu-Chief at the close 
of business Aug. 23, 1899, is as follows:

General Account, Aug. 23, 1899.

Assets. Liabilities.
Dr. Or.

Furniture . .
Supplies . . .
Ca**h ....
Due from Divisions . .

. . 8463 41

. . 1,119 82

. . 1,378 02
7 54

Due to Divisions . . 
Monument Fuud . .
Surplus.....................

$30 91 
20 00 

2,917 91

82,968 82$2,968 ,x2

The account of Profit and Loss from Sept. 14, 1S9S, to Aug. 23, 
1899, is as follows:

Profit and Loss, Sept. 14, 1898, to Aug. 23, 1899.

f Gains.* Losses.
Dr. Cr,

Furniture (10% reduction), 
Supplies ....
Salaries ....
General Orders.... 
Travelling expenses . .
Office expenses......................
General Expenses .... 
Seventeenth Annual En­

campment ...........................
Eighteenth

campment......................
Balance (net gain) . .

$51 49 
243 42 

. . 2,800 00 
126 60 
301 60 

1.128 27 
111 64

Charter fees . 
Per capita tax 
Supplies . .

$186 00 
4,869 01 

706 12

461 49
Annual En-

34 00 
202 62

$5761 13$5,761 13

* Of this aiuouut $213.50 account issue New Rituals (free), 
t Of this amount $14.80 account credit of $25.00, extended by Seventeenth 

Encampment to Oregon Division.

AVhilc the balance of cash on hand is considerably less than one. 
year ago, and the surplus account has been reduced, the financial 
showing for llie year, taking everything into consideration, is not unsat­
isfactory. The efforts of Commander-in-Chief Shepard and Adjutant- 
General Abbott to administer to the affairs of the Order in a dignified 
aud economical manucr are worthy of your commendatiou.
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The total cash receipts were $2,475.73 less than those of last year, 
but oa the other hand the expenditures were likewise in a lesser amount 
to the extent of $1,686.33. Some of the expenditures may be properly 
termed extraordinary, from the fact that their recurrence for auotker 
year at least, is not probable. The replenishing of a reduced stock of 
supplies of the more expensive forms, and the publication of the new 
Ritual, represent a part of such expenditures. The free exchange of 
Rituals alone required an outlay of $213.50.

In connection with the matter of printing I am pleased to say that 
the comparative cost of supplies purchased has been reduced about 
thirteen per cent (13%).

Divisions are indebted to the Commaudery-iu-Chicf in the follow­
ing amounts: Gulf, $4.61 ; West Virginia, $0.28.

The following Divisions have balances to their credit: California, 
$3.33; Colorado, $1.04 ; Connecticut, $0.37 ; Illinois, $0.20; Maine, 
$0.40; Minnesota, $0.45 ; Nebraska, $0.60; New Hampshire, $0.26 ; 
Oregon, SO.76; Pennsylvania, $12.41; Rhode Island, $0.13; South 
Dakota, $0.14; Vermont, $0.68; Washington, $0.36; Wisconsin, 
$0.78.

At the date of this report the Divisions of Alabama and Tennessee 
and the Gulf are in arrears for per capita tax, for the quarter ending 
June 30, 1899.

I have received and filed the bonds, duly approved by the Com­
mander- in-Chief, of the commanders of the Divisions of California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, Mary­
land, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, West Virginia and Wisconsin.

The vote of the last Encampment providing for the free issuance 
of the new Ritual to those Camps in good standing on the quarter end­
ing Dec. 31, 1898, has been carried into effect; the time required to 
accomplish this covering a period of six months from the date of issue.

With the approval of the Commander-in-Chief, a Circular Letter- 
was promulgated to Division Commanders setting forth the rules to be 
observed and the conditions governing the exchange of Rituals. Each 
Camp returning pages 35-37 of an old Ritual received a new one free 
of charge. If the vouchers returned were less than the number of Rit­
uals allowable to each Camp (5) it was required that the Divisions be 
paid for the missing Rituals, the Divisions in turn reimbursing the 
Commandery-iu-Chief. Iu this manner 4,250 Rituals were issued free 
of charge to Camps at a'cost of $213.50 to the Commandcry-in-Chief. 
The practicability of requiring payment for Rituals unaccounted for by 
Camps, is shown by the receipt of $132.80 from this source. Tile 
issue to each Division is shown by the following table: —

•r*
V :

:n1
Ii=1::ii;

Alabama and Tenuessee 
Cnllfoniia- .
Colorado
Connecticut
Gulf ....
Illinois

84
* 58

Hi=lii; 112llv. 27<>il

iL-tVv:
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170Indiana 
Iowa' .
Kausas 
Kentucky 
Maine . 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota . 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey . 
New York . 
Ohio .
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin .

107
208

34
188
90

548
170

74
135
50
9G

102
486
242

19
570

45
37

•152
46
9

91

. 4,250Total

During the year death has removed the founder of our Order, Maj. 
A. P. Davis, whose services for the organization are so well known to 
its members. The death of this worthy gentlemau in addition to being 
a personal loss, affects to a great degree the vital interests of our 
tinauces. It is known to the delegates of this Encampment that Major 
Davis was for many years in charge of the badge and decoration 
department and supervised the manufacture of the same. By contract 
it was agreed that during his life he was to enjoy this privilege, and 
the purchase of all badges used by this organization made of him. At 
his death the patent rights, designs, etc., were to revert to the Ccm- 
mandery-in-chief, as I understand the conditions.

The sale of badges and decorations is one of the principal sources 
of our income, and heretofore the profits to the Commaudery have been 
exceedingly small, the greater portion thereof being received by Major 
Davis. It is not necessary to indulge in speculation as to the amount 
these profits represented to him, that they represented what was prac­
tically an established business to him can be conservatively assumed.

Under these circumstances this Encampment must take some action 
that will provide for the continuance of the manufacture of the various 
badges and decorations heretofore provided. It would seem that the 
most consistent and businesslike action that can be taken would be to 
provide that hereafter this form of supplies be handled in the same 
manner as the other articles controlled by the Order, and the manu­
facture thereof be assumed through the proper officers whom you will 
designate. To do this, will be to subserve the interests of the Order 
nnd to materially increase its revenues.

An extended correspondence upon this subject has passed between 
the Commander-in-Chief and this department, and his able presentation 
of what has transpired aud logical recommendations upon the matter

6
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are in full accord with my individual views and need no further
comment.

By an agreement between Mrs. A. P. Davis, widow of the 
deceased and executrix of his estate, a purchase of a considerable stock 
of badges, etc., has been made at prices advantageous to the Order. 
The stock includes 1,541 membership badges, 393 iron crosses, 100 
enamel buttons, 100 enamel pins, 112 oxydized silver buttons, 100 
oxydized silver pins, 386 bronze buttons, 100 bronze pins, 66 bar but­
tons, 2,000 tri-color ribbons, 1,000 blue ribbons, 896 red ribbons, 2 
bolts yellow ribbon, 500 blind keeps for crosses, all dies, cutters, etc., 
for badges and crosses. The price to be paid for these goods aggre­
gates §341.99.

Attention is respectfully called to the item in the financial state­
ment designated as “ Monument Fund,” which was received through 
the Adjutant-General and specified as a contribution from the Minnesota 
Division, for a monument for Maj. A. P. Davis.

In conclusion, 1 desire to thankfully acknowledge the invariable 
courtesy and kindness of the Division officers who have had ollicial 
relations with this department. Assuming the office quite unfamiliar 
with the routine and system required to properly administer to its 
affairs, I feel that possibly many things'have been left undone through 
lack of that technical knowledge that experience alone brings. It is 
therefore all the more reason why I appreciate the charitable and fra­
ternal consideration of my shortcomings, which were, I assure you, not 
from the lack of good intentions.

Succeeding the peerless Loebcnstein who gave six years of splen­
did service, I shall be content if this, my first report, with all of its 
imperfections, is acceptable to you.

To Commandor-in-Chief Shepard, our loyal, zealous and capable 
leader, I am indebted for favors without number. The year that is 
now closing our ollicial relations will be cherished for its pleasant mem­
ories. This intercourse, beyond being so agreeable, has but served to 
strengthen the bonds of personal friendship, and increase my admira­
tion for one of the most honorable, manly men it has ever becu my 
privilege to know, and for whom I siucerely wish the choicest of life’s 
blessings for all future time.

The lion-hearted Abbott has brought to the position of Adjutant- 
Geueral that experience gained by long and constant service for the 
Order from the lowest to the highest rank within the gift of the Order, 
and leaves me his debtor for marked courtesies and kindness.

Assistant Quartermaster-General Hannon, a most faithful friend 
and associate, has been a tower of strenglh and encouragement to me 
personally, anjl has rendered the most valuable of services. I desire 
to record herein my most grateful appreciation of his loyalty.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,

I

!

wmm
■

:

-

Fred E. Bolton,
Quartermaster-General.

The Commander-in-Chief: The report will go to the Commitlee on 
Officers’ Reports under the rule. The Commandcry will now listen to 
the report of the Inspector-General, Forrest W. Briggs.
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FRED E. BOLTON.
Quartermaster-Gen eral.
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Inspector-General Briggs submitted the following report: —

REPORT OF INSPECTOR-GENERAL.

Gen. Frank L. Shepard,
Commander-in- Chief and Brother a:

In submitting this my report to the inspection department of our 
Order I cannot but deplore the negligence of the many Inspectors who 
failed totally to send me their consolidated reports, thus depriving their 
respective Divisions of any credit for the work done during the past 
year.

DIVISION INSPECTIONS.

Regarding the inspections of Division headquarters, would say 
they are as necessary as a Camp inspection, siuce they show that in 
some Divisions the Commanders are very careless or are not careful 
readers of our Constitution, Rules and Regulations. This will be 
shown you by the following: —

Every Division has a charter.
2. All Divisions have a regularly adopted set of By-Laws, except 

Oregon, Colorado, Gulf and Iowa.
3. (a) All Divisions keep a record of their Division proceedings, 

and all possess the minutes of their Division Council meetings, except 
Washington and Illinois.

(6) All Divisions keep a register of members except

1.

Wisconsin.
(c) A roster of officers is kept by all Divisions except South

Dakota.
(d) All Divisions keep a record of commissions except Ohio.
(e) A record of dispensations is not kept by Wisconsin and

West Virginia.
(/) Ohio and Vermont are the only Divisions who do uot 

possess a Black Book, properly kept.
{(j) An Adjutant’s cash book is kept by all Divisions except

Kansas.
(h) The Quartermaster’s cash book is not properly kept in 

the Division of West Virginia.
(0 All Divisions except Massachusetts and West Virginia 

keep a ledger.
I. The Quartermasters of Colorado, West Virginia and AVisconsin 

do uot keep an account with each Camp as provided for.
6. Division accounts are properly kept in all Divisions except 

Colorado and West Virginia.
7. The Divisions reported in debt are Iowa, Kansas, Indiana, 

South Dakota, Ohio, Michigan, Nebraska, Illinois and New Hamp­
shire, and Vermont; Vermont owing the least, $20; Kansas the most, 
$346. Total indebtedness $936.54.

All Divisions except one have money in their treasury, the 
total cash balance being $3,400, a decrease from last year of $39.60. 
Massachusetts leads with the largest amouut, $633.53. Pennsylvania 
follows with $526.48, and New York third with $435.39. The smallest 
cash balance shown, West Virginia, $5.92.

8.

Nebraska, 0.
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9. All Divisions have supplies on hand, the total value being 
$1,236.31.

10. All supplies in use are furnished by the Commaudery-in-Chief 
and are current.

11. Each Division Commander has filed a bond as prescribed by 
the Constitution, Rules and Regulations, except South Dakota, the 
average figure being $2,000.

12. The Quartermasters in the Divisions of Oregon, W est Virgin in, 
Illinois and the Gulf, are reported as not having given bonds.

13. Four Divisions pay no salary and the remainder give com­
pensation ranging from $1.00 iu California to the Division of Pennsyl­
vania whose salary list amounts to $1,000.00, while Ohio allows ten 
per cent gross receipts from Camps divided between the Adjutant and 
Quartermaster.

14. There are 29,801 members in good standing, average, 1,101. 
Pennsylvania leads with a membership of 6,825. West Virginia 
reports a memberhip of only 45.

15. 1,051 Camps were reported in good standing, an average of 
36 to each Division.

16. 17, 18, 19. The total Camps organized is 4,936; the total 
number disbanded 3,007; the total suspended and not reinstated, 
1,548. Total number Camps suspended during the last year 360.

20. 13 Divisions rendered the G.A.R. service the past year; 14!
did not.

21. 3 Divisions held field days and 24 did not.
22. According to the reports of the Assistant Inspector-Generals 

all correspondence is promptly and thoroughly attended to except in 
West Virginia.

23. All orders of the Commander-in-Chicf are promptly mailed.
24. Camp requisitions are filled by every Quartermaster, except 

West Virginia.
25. (o) All Division Commanders are familiar with the secret 

work except West Virginia.
(5) All but two Adjutants are familiar with the same work.
(c) All but nine Inspectors are familiar with the same.
(d) All but two Mustering Officers are familiar with the same.

26. 27 Division Commanders issue circulars to the G.A.R. offi­
cials regarding our Order and to the formation of new Camps; 2 
do not.

1

27. Several Divisions report that the G.A.R. do not assist Camps 
to any extent, and others that they arc iu the heartiest sympathy at any 
and all times.

The L.A.S. is established in all but 9 Divisions, and 
from the reports gleaned from various headquarters it appears that 
wherever an aid exists it is of material benefit to the Camp with which 
it is connected.

28. 29.

I find that in 13 Divisions the social feature predominates; 
10 are military and 9 are divided.

31. 32. 14 Divisions charge Sio for a charter; one, $18; eleven,
$20; one, $22, and one $30. A charter and all Camp supplies arc fur-

30.

I
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nished as prescribed in the Constitution, Rules and Regulations; some 
DiTisions include a Camp seal and the expenses of the mustering officer.

33. The total expense or cost of the inspection of 27 Division 
headquarters amounted to $49.30, a decrease of $322.75 over last year; 
an average of $1.80 to each Division.

CAMP INSPECTIONS.

Regarding Camp inspections would say that they have not been 
as full and as complete this year as we had hoped for. There are sev­
eral reasons for this, the chief one being the Spanish-American war.

The following Divisions are not rated in the tables, they not hav­
ing reported, although every effort was made to secure them, even to a 
personal order from General Shepard, but without avail: Colorado, 
Gulf, Indiana, Missouri and West Virginia.

The reports of some of the Division inspectors were models of 
neatness and accuracy, while others contained room for improvement; 
some were practically of no value whatever and caused considerable 
delay and annoyance, as it was necessary to thoroughly revise- and cor­
rect them before they were of the slightest use. Some failed entirely 
to make out a consolidated report, merely sending in their blanks of 
Camp inspections; fully 75% of them contained errors of one kind or 
another and beside several reports were on old forms, and the fact that 
the questions and numbers did not correspond, entailed a vast amount 
of work upon this department.

A comparative statement of the results obtained from questions 
Nos. 1 to 20 inclusive are as follows: —

1. 374 Captains received a mark of excellent on this question, a 
loss from last year of GO ; 163 were Good, 148 Fair and 88 Poor.

2. 218 Captains were marked Perfect on their degree work, a loss 
of 35; 157 were Good, 177 Fair and 222 Poor.

3. 27G 1st Lieutenants were Perfect in their ritualistic work, a 
loss of 17 ; IGO were Good, 181 Fair and 147 Poor.

4. 268 2d Lieutenants have committed their degree work to mem­
ory, a loss of 19 ; 153 were Good, 189 Fair and 153 Poor.

5. 255 Chaplains were Perfect, a loss of 9 ; 127 were Good, 236 
Fair and 175 Poor.

6. 290 Sergeants of the Guard were Perfect, a loss of 52; 260 
were Good, 171 Fair and 141 Poor.

7. But 332 officers were regular in their attendance, a loss of 
101; 239 were Good, 133 Fair and 60 Poor.

8. 332 Camps show a gain in membership since last year, a loss 
of 10G ; 117 were. Good, 88 Fair and 226 Poor.

9. 611 Camp records were correctly kept, a loss of 134 ; 98 were 
Good, 41 Fair and 28 Poor.

But 625 Quartermasters have filed bonds, a decrease of 140; 
60 were Good, 47 Fair and 52 Poor.

11. 43G Camp officers are reported as uniformed, a loss of 80; 
while 90 were nearly so, 78 iu part and 149 have none at all.

12. 419 Officers wear rank straps and side arms, a loss of 20; 
107 received a rating of Good on this question, 95 were Fair and 126 
Poor.

i

i

10.

i
:
i
i

.
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13. 623 Camp rooms were properly equipped and marked Excel­
lent, a loss of 112 ; 93 were Good, 33 Fair and 54 Poor.

14. 448 Staff officers are reported as being provided with proper 
chevrons, a loss of 49 ; 47 were Good, 43 Fair and 12G Poor.

15. 366 Camps are reported as fully uniformed, a loss of 106 as 
against a loss of 457 last year; 107 were partly uniformed, 101 made 
a fair showing, and 60 have none whatever.

16. 695 Camps present their recruits with a badge, a loss of 196 ; 
20 were Good, 18 Fair and 37 omit it entirely.

17. General Orders are read in 779 Camps; 32 read them occa­
sionally, 16 generally, 11 make no pretence of paying the slightest 
attention to the commands of their superior officers.

IS. 793 of the Camps inspected observe Memorial Day; 20 were 
marked Good, 19 Fair and 28 disregarded the day altogether.

19. Reports and dues are forwarded promptly in 584 Camps; 88 
are Good in this respect, 37 Fair and 35 Poor.

20. 578 Camps forwarded their Surgeons’ and Chaplains’ reports 
promptly; 38 received mark of Good, 48 Fair and 64 Poor.

The following information is gathered from replies to questions 
Nos. 21 to 37 : —

21. Total members in good standing 23,911, average 854.
22. Number of members dropped during last year 25,553, 

average 91.
23. Number of special meetings held S28, average 30.
24. Total value of Camp properly §182,799.43, average 

86,527.55.

&

m
Amount of funds over total indebtedness 860,828.68, average25.

S2,17G.90.
26. Amount charged for annual dues $2,389.97, average 885.32.
27. Amount charged for muster fee 81,389.75, average 849.25.
28. (a) Number of members relieved 660, average 24.

(5) Amount expended 89,796.83, average 8349.80.
29. Money spent for the relief of veterans and their families 

SI ,129.38, average 840.33.
30. Number of Camps equipped, 555; 522 infantry, 17 cavalry, 

14 artillery, 1 signal corps, 1 ambulance corps and 1 band.
31. Number of members equipped with arms and accoutrements 

S6,804, average 207.

M l
§8*1!

. iU

(a) Number of Camps who engage in regular drill 466,32.■ 

SlMl:

average 17.
(5) Number who do not 375, average 14.
(a) Number of Camps who have aided the local G.A.R. or 

W.R.C. 375, average 13.
(5) Number who do not 472, average 17.
(a) Number of Camps having a Ladies’ Aid Society 259,

33.

:
34.

average 9.
(5) Number who do not 454, average 16.
(a) Number of Camps where local G.A.R. attend meeting 

and encourage the Camp 431, average 15.
(5) Number who do not 354, average 13.

1 35.

m i ! 1
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36. (a) Number of Camps who hold social gatherings 413

(b) Number who do not 286, average 10.
37. Total cost of Camp inspection $806.33, average $*28.80.

5
average 15.

Number of 
Camps in 
Division. j

Surrendered 
Charter since 
last inspection.

Number
Inspected.

Number 
not Inspected.Division.

Alabama and Tennessee,
California and H.I........
Connecticut.......................
Illinois...............................
Indiana...............................
Iowa...................................
Kansas ..........................
Kentucky ... ...................
Maine................................
Maryland..........................
Massachusetts.................
Michigan..........................
Minnesota.........................
Nebraska............................
New Hampshire...............
New Jersey.......................
New York.........................
Ohio...................................
O-egon..............................
Pennsylvania..................
Rhode Island...................
South Dakota...................
Vermont .........................
Washington....................
Wisconsin.........................

12 9. 2
214 10.17

25. 1 ,126.
5G. 1874.

25. 22 2147
124251

8 s.16
4848

. ... 17 7.24.........
121. 2.123

2.18. .20.38.
10 11.21.
14 6.20.

1 119.20.
2421

10. 10.92.,102.
35. 72.107.

2.16.
....... 7.................... 117......... ......... 37..................... l&K.........

2 27.
1.5.9.14

40.10.
....... 7........... ........6..............

217.

67Total .23S..877,1,018.

Division Inspectors, 1898.
Charles R. Barker .
A G. Bennet. . .
(none reported)
M. M. Frisbic . . 
(none reported)
Geo II. Williams . 
(none reported)
B. Fisher ....
J S. Alexander . . 
Henry F. Hoeger . 
Fred E. Hooper . . 
Chas. R. Jacobs . .
A. O Allen . . . 
Frank R Burns . . 
John G. Kuhn . .
D. H. Me Linn . . 
Geo. S. Bogert . . 
Chas H. E. Moran 
A. B. L. Booth . .
C. B. Orai .... 
Fred A. Demois 
Geo W. Hoxic . .
C. E Fisher . . . 
Ira Morse ....
H. C. Phillips . .

Alabama and Tennessee 
California .... 
Colorado .... 
Connecticut . . .
Gulf........................
Illinois...................
Indiana...................
Iowa........................
Kansas...................
Kentucky ....
Maine ...................
Maryland and D.C. . 
Minnesota ....
Missouri....................
Nebraska ... 
New Hampshire . . 
New Jersey .... 
New York ....
Ohio........................
Oregon...................
Pennsylvania . . . 
Rhode Island . . . 

*South Dakota . . . 
Vermont (probably) 
Washington . . .

• No report.

Anniston, Ala. 
San Jose, Cal.

Southington, Conn.

Plainfield, III.
Crcston, la. 
Florence, Kan. 
Louisville, Ivy. 
Bath, Me. 
Washington, D.C. 
Wells, Minn. 
Carthage, Mo. 
Omaha, Neb. 
Plymouth, N.H. 
Bayonne, N J. 
Albany, N.Y. 
Dockland, O.
Pine, Ore. 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
Shannock, R.I. 
Redlleld, So. Dak. 
Cambridge, Vt. 
Goldendale, Wash.

«
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Division Inspectors — Continued.
. . . W. H. Taylor . . . Wheeling, W. Va.
. . . W. E. Hitchcoek . . Antigo, Wis.
. . . Louis B. Knnitz, Jr. . Muskegan, Mich.
. . . William E. Jeunings

West Virginia 
Wisconsin . .
Michigan . .
Massachusetts

As will be seen by the report just read, there has not been the 
advancement in the Order that was expected. Of course every one 
will give you a reason for it, but in my estimation, there are various 
reasons, and I will not take up your valuable time reciting them. That 
our inspections do not produce the facts or benefits sought cannot be 
denied and the only remedy for this is the enforcing of a uniform 
inspection or abolishing the Division Inspection altogether; as they 
now are they seem to me more like a farce than a true inspection.

Why did Maine and Vermont succeed in inspecting all their 
Camps? Simply from the fact that they have systematized their work 
and when the time comes for inspection the Assistant Inspectors push 
their work with such vigor as to make a thorough and complete inspec­
tion of every Camp assigned them.

I would recommend that all Division Inspectors be compelled to 
return their consolidated reports to the Inspector-General not later 
than June *20, so that he may have a little time to do his work, and not 
be compelled as I have been this year, to make out the annual report 
the week before the Encampment, through delay in receiving reports 
and making out consolidated reports for the different Inspectors.

It is with great pleasure that at this time I can be permitted to 
thank publicly7 the various Inspectors who were prompt and efficient in 
performing the duties of their office. Every year the Inspector-General 
has called the attention of the Division Commanders to the importance 
of filling this office with careful workers, and it has no doubt borne fruit, 
but there is room for much improvement, and I trust it will be made, 
for the Inspector-General certainly7 should not be expected to make the 
averages, percentages, etc., for Division Inspectors. Yet I had to do 
this work on the reports of fifteen Divisions and that will be unneces­
sary when competent brothers are appointed in every Division.

1 cannot close this, my annual report, without thanking the various 
members of the Order who have so kindly answered my every demand 
made upon them, and especially you, Geueral Shepard, and your admir­
able assistants, Generals Abbott and Bolton; and to J. L. Rake for 
the uniform courtesy extended to me at all times in the performance of 
my duties and the excellent assistance rendered. Feeling, as 1 do, con­
siderably put out regarding the poor showing made by me this year 
against my predecessor, but knowing in my own heart that I have done 
everything in my power to produce the best showing, I must lay the 
blame where it belongs, upon the Division Inspectors,"who totally failed 
in their duties by not reporting at all, and any errors made by me were 
those of the heart and not intentional.

Thanking you one and all for your attention, I 
Fraternally yours,

Forrest W. Briggs, Inspector-General.

New Bedford, Mass.

'

£
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The Commander-in-Chief: The report will go to the Committee 
on Officers’ Reports and Distribution of Work. We will now have the 
report of the Judge Advocate-General, Brother Noel.

Judge Advocate-General Noel submitted and read the following 
report: —

REPORT OF JUDGE ADVOCATE-GENERAL.

Gen. Frank L. Shepard, Commander-in-Chief S. F., U.S.A.
Sir: I beg leave to submit herewith my report for the year ending 

Sept. 9, 1899, as Judge Advocate-General of the Order of Sons of 
Veterans, U.S.A.

I have submitted opinions upon such questions as have been 
presented to me by the Commander-iu-Chief and by other officers of 
the Order and have reviewed the work of courts-martial during the 
past year and have submitted recommendations thereupon to the 
Commander-in-Chicf. In this work I have endeavored to exercise the 
same care and research as in my private law practice. Aside from 
these my official duties have been practically nothing and I submit 
herewith copies of all the decisions I have rendered.

Thauking you for the cordial treatment received during your 
administration and wishing for yourself and the Order a splendid 
future, I remain,

Yours very respectfully,
James W. Noel, 

Judge Advocate- General.
[The Opinions of the Judge Advocate-General will be found with 

the Decisions of the Commandcr-in-Chief.]
The Commander in-Chief: The report of the Judge Advocate- 

General will go to the Committee on Officers’ Reports, as the others.
Next in order is the report of the Surgeon-General, Brother 

McDowell.
Surgeon-General McDowell submitted and read the following 

report: —
REPORT OF SURGEON-GENERAL.

Gen. Frank L. Shepard, Commander-in-Chief-, S.V., U.S.A.
Dear Sir and Brother: Herewith I submit my report as Surgeon- 

General for the term just closing.
Under any system of communication, as we are at present organ­

ized, between this department and the officers charged to collect and 
compile the returns necessary to make a complete report, only an 
approximate idea can be had of the physical, military and sociological 
characteristics which are evidenced in our membership. Then, toor 
the fact that the periods for the collection of the required statistics are 
very much like the movable feasts of some of our religious organiza­
tions, helps to render the task assigned to this department still more 
perplexing. The reports called for are supposed to be made by the 
Camp officers at the close of each calendar year. In the majority of 
cases they are; but in a large minority they do not come into the

J
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hands of the Division surgeons until early in the summer of the suc­
ceeding year, and in some cases nut at all.

Nearly complete reports have been received from the surgeons of 
24 divisions. Out of a total of 939 Camps in these Divisions in good 
standing on the 31st of December, 1898, the consolidated reports show 
returns from 750 Camps, embracing a total of 23,736 members. The 
officers whose duty it has been to supervise this work have been in the 
main zealous and careful in performing it; but the dereliction and 
negligence of Camp captains are responsible for whatever failure has 
resulted in the attempts to compile the vital statistics of the Order.

The following table by States shows the status of the Order 
regarding the available military strength of its membership: —

,
;•
m f i !

s
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The Divisions of the Gulf, Iowa, Kentucky, Oregon and Vermont 
have failed to report to this department.

Owiug to the use of three different forms of blanks, issued to the 
Divisions at different times, the remainder of. the information called 
for in form *18 of the Commandery-in-Chief blanks is not authoritative. 
Some of these issues contain 30 questions, another 41, while the last 
edition has 47. I would recommend that Division surgeons be 
furnished with and required to use the last printed form of blank 
prepared by my predecessor, and which contains the larger number of 
questions.

The Division of Michigan furnishes the oldest member of the 
Order, his age being seventy-nine. The average ages of the member­
ship shows an increase over last year, an analysis of the reports 
showing it to be twenty-eight years and four months. The general 
health of the Order has been good, the average of disability from 
sickness being about 4.8 per 1000 men.

The Division of New York continues to lead in the number of 
Camps paying death and sick benefits to their membership. The 
Camps in the Division of New Jersey pays the largest amount of death 
benefits, maintaining her average at 8275.00. Maryland has the 
lowest average for sick benefits, the average of five Camps paying 
such being 81.98.

I desire to thank the surgeons of the various Divisions for their 
uniform courtesy and my associates on the Commandcry-in-Chief staff 
for their aid in conducting the work of this department. To Adjutant- 
General Abbott, especially, is this due.

Commander Shepard, I thank you for the honor conferred upon 
me, and its pleasant relations with the Order and yourself will be a 
lasting remembrance to me.

• ?
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Respectfully submitted,
F. II. B. McDowell, M.D.

Surgeon- General.
The Commander-in-Chief: The report will go to the committee 

under rule.
The report of the Chaplaiu-in-Chief is next in order, Brother

Morris.
The Chaplain-in-Chief Morris submitted and read the following 

report: —
REPORT OK CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF.

To Frank L. Shepard, Commander-in-Chief\ S. V., U.S.A.
Dear Sir and Brother: Another year has gone and with it oppor­

tunities never to return. The Grand Army is passing away and what 
we do must be done quickly. In the last year over 17,000 have 
dropped from the rolls. Since 1890 the membership of the Grand 
Army of the Republic has been decreasing. Our membership should 
be continually increasing.

While there is patriotism in many hearts, there is a lack of it in 
others. This is proven by the slackness of many Camp Chaplains.
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While some are loyal many are officers only in name and we are of the 
opinion that meu should be elected to office instead of names.

We are thankful for the earnest work of all Camp and Division 
Chaplains. There are but three Division Chaplains this year that 
failed iu sending Memorial Day reports, namely, Colorado, Gulf and 
Kentucky. Last year there were five.

Some of the Division Chaplains deserve special honors for more 
than earnest work: Win. T. Beale of Massachusetts, Rev. J. E.
Zeiter of Connecticut, W. T. Hay of Pennsylvania,--------------of
California, H. C. Dana of Rhode Island; Massachusetts, California 
and Rhode Island reporting all Camps reporting. Massachusetts, 
New York and Pennsylvania show great and increasing interest in the 
membership by the proper observance of Memorial Day.

May we not expect an increase in membership during the coining 
year? Our hearts are fired with new resolves, the flames of patriotism 
are burning brighter, and in contact with the membership of our Order 
we can spread the fire and rellect the light of our increasing interest.

Iu F., C. and L.,
I remain your brother,

Rev. A. J. Morris,
Chapla i n-in - Ch ief.

I
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The Commander-in-chief: The report of the Chaplain-in-Chief 
will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports.

The next business in order is the report of the Council-in-Chief. 
Brother Hay era ft of the Council-in-Chief will read the report.

Brother J. E. Ilaycraft, Secretary of the Council-in-Chief, sub­
mitted and read the following report: —

REPORT OF COUNCIL-IX-C1IIEF.

To the Officers and Members of the Eighteenth Annual Encampment of 
Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., Greeting: —

Brothers: The Council-in-Chief begs leave herewith to present its 
report of its proceedings and transactions during the past year. 
Immediately upon adjournment of the Seventeenth Annual Encamp­
ment held at Omaha, Neb., the Council was organized by the election 
of H.
J. E. Ilaycraft of the Minnesota Division as secretary.

The bond of Conunander-in-Chief Frank L. Shepard was fixed 
to be in the sum of SI0,000, and the bond of Quartermaster-General 
Fred E. Bolton to be in the sum of 85,000; both of which were sub­
sequently approved by said Council after proper inquiry as to the 
sureties.

II.,Hammer of the Pennsylvania Division as chairman, and

Under date of June 0, 1S90, by a unanimous vote of this Council, 
the date of the Eighteenth Annual Encampment was fixed to be Sept. 
6, 7, 8 and 9, 1899.

We have carefully audited the books and accounts of the 
Adjutant-General and Quartermaster-General, all of which we found 
correct, well and neatly kept, and have certified the same on the respec­
tive books thereof. The financial management of the Commandery-in- 
Chief has been conducted in a manner which is highly deserving of 
praise and commendation and we do herewith recommend the bestowal 
of the same. We deem it superfluous to refer to the excellent report 
and comparative statements of the Quartermaster-General, as they 
are self-explanatory.

We recommend that the per capita tax remain as it now is — four 
cents per quarter.

In the matter of badges, decorations and supplies for the Order, 
which is now a question of consideration for this Encampment, owing 
to the death of Maj. A. P. Davis, by which all contracts, either 
expressed or implied, for such badges, decorations and supplies, as 
filled by him,
merit, now demands that the Conrnrandcry-iu-Chief deal direct in sup­
plying the badges, decorations and such supplies as were previously 
furnished the Order by Major Davis. We feel that the profits, if any, 
should rightfully only be realized by the Order and in future by no 
one else. We therefore recommend that the badges and decorations 
be purchased by the Quartermaster-General; that proposals or bids 
be secured for the supplying, furnishing or manufacture of the same; 
that the lowest responsible bidder always be given the contract; that 
dieB

The interests of the Order,- in our judg-now cease.

:
or cuts of our decoration badges and such other badges as may
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be necessary, be procured by the Quartermaster-General, and that the 
price of supplying the same be at a fair profit.

We recommend that the incoming Commander-in-Chief, Adjutant- 
General and Quartermaster-General be constituted a committee to 
design and supply a new buttonhole decoration for the Order, and that 
the same be more expressive and symbolic of the Order.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,
H. II. Hammer, Chairman,
J. E. Haycraft, Secretary,
Geo. E. Cox, S. V.-Commander-in-Chiej^ 
Z. C. Green, J.V.-Commander-in-Chief.

The Commander-in-Chief: The report of the Council-in-Chief 
will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports under the rule.

What is the further pleasure of the Encampment? %
*

RECESS TILL TWO O’CLOCK P.M.

A. S. Moulthrop of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move that the 
Encampmeut do now take recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

Schuyler Tipton of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to and the Cornmandery-in-Chief took 

recess until 2 o’clock p.m.

FRIDAY — AFTERNOON SESSION.
2 o’clock p.m.

Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
Commander-in-Chief: The brothers will come to order. I f it is 

your pleasure, we will receive the committee from the Ladies’ Aid 
Society before the formal opening of the Encampmeut. Immediately 
after the reception of the committee from the Ladies’ Aid Society, we 
will proceed with the opening of the Encampment aud the business of 
the afternoon session. I will appoint as a committee to escort the 
ladies to the platform: Past Chaplain-in-Chief Patton of Wisconsin, 
Rev. Otho Brandt of Pennsylvania, Surgeon-General McDowell of 
Wisconsin, Senior Vice-Commander-iu-Chief Cox, and Junior Vice- 
Commander-in-Chicf Green. The committee will retire and escort the 
delegation from the Ladies’ Aid Society to this platform.

RECEPTION OF COMMITTEE FROM LADIES’ AID SOCIETY.

The committee retired aud returned, escorting Mrs. Margaret 
Howey Coe, Miss Kate G. Raynor, Miss Jones and Mrs. Warren to 
the platform.

Past Chaplain-in-Chief Patton : Commander, I have the honor of 
presenting to you and to this Encampment a committee of ladies from 
our sister society, to tender to us their fraternal greetings: Mrs. Coe, 
Miss Raynor, Miss Jones and Mrs. Warren.

■
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Mrs. Coe : Commauder-in-Chief, we are a committee appointed by 
the Ladies’ Aid Society to bring you the following message: —

Drtroit, Mich., Sept. 8, 1899.
To the Officers and Members of the Eighteenth Annual Encampment of Sons 

of Veterans, U.S.A., Greeting.
In accordance with time-honored custom, which makes our duty imperative, 

we appear before you this afternoon to extend to you some evidence of our 
fraternal regard. Notwithstanding the fact that year after year someone is 
called to perform this duty, we desire to assure you that we do not regard it 
in any sense as compulsory, but on the contrary, it is always performed with 
an increased sense of pleasure born of gratitude to you for the good cheer you 
always bring to these our annual gatherings.

More, perhaps, this year than ever before, do we feel the blessedness of 
your presence. Your hopeful faces to encourage, your merry laugh to enlighten 
and your conversation to entertain. But let it be understood, that our greet­
ing has for its foundation a deeper stratum. Transitory, indeed, would be our 
love were it not more firmly laid than the mere pleasure of the hour. Erected 
as our Orders arc upon the linn basis of the Union, we can but call you brothers 
and as brothers love you. and loving you, tender to you our most hearty sup­
port in carrying out the purposes and objects of your Order.

We wish you a profitable and harmonious Encampment, a prosperous 
future and all the pleasures consistent with the laws of our being, and as we 
continue to meet and greet each other in these Encampments, may our friend­
ship grow stronger, our charity broader and our loyalty more unflinching.

So once again wo give yon greeting,
Ami, lest wo l>e lnTsunaci stood,
Repeat that wo are with you, brothers,
Kor all that is loyal, grand and good.

[Applause.]
God bless you, boys! Accept our greetings. Your merits claim our good 

wishes and best love.
Maruarrt Howry Cor, 
Katr G. Raynor,

Committee.
The Commauder-in-Chief: Before we express our gratification at 

receiving this visit and the greetings from the Ladies’ Aid Society, we 
would be delighted to hear from Miss Raynor.

The Commander-in-Chief also called upon Miss Jones and Mrs. 
NYarren, who kindly responded.

The Commander-in-Chief: Ladies, it is an honor, indeed, for our 
organization lo be associated with so worthy and so noble a society as 
the Ladies’ Aid Society, a society that was organized, like our own, to 
preserve the institutions and keep green the memories of our fathers 
and our fathers’ comrades, the boys in blue, who to heart beat and 
drum beat carried our glorious flag through the darkest days of the 
Republic. In order that the response to your generous greeting may 
be adequate, I will invite Past Chaplain-in-Chief Patton of Wisconsin 
to discharge that pleasant duty.

Past Chaplain-in-Chief Patton: Commander-in-Chief and Sisters 
of the Ladies’ Aid Society, I scarcely know why our Commander-in- 
Chief has delegated to me so honorable a task, aud perhaps he does 
not know — maybe lie does — that T have always felt, aud maybe I 
have been a little proud and self-conscious of the fact, that I have 
always been successful with the ladies, and a little incident which 
occurred early in my may, perhaps, have made me conceited;career

-
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b«t the fact is, that the first woman I ever asked to marry me said 
yes. [Laughter.] I have always felt a little conceited since that 
time, though perhaps not correctly.

We are glad to greet you here and meet you here this afternoon. 
We are glad to listen to your words of warm and affectionate welcome 
and Godspeed. Wc have heard your voices before. Wc have seen 
your faces before, we know that you mean all that you say, and we 
know that, as you have been pleased to express it, so we may recipro­
cally express it, that we love you, and when wc say that you know 
that we mean it in the highest and purest sense; and that we may say 
of you, our sisters of the Ladies’ Aid Society, as one worthier than I 
has said: —

She isn’t an angel, she isn’t a goddess,
She isn’t a lily, a rose or a pearl.
She is simply what’s sweeter, completer and neater, 
A dear little, queer little, sweet little girl.”

[Applause.]
So we bear to you our greetings, recognizing that you occupy this 

position relative to us. We look upon you as our sisters in a high 
sense, and feel that we are encouraged and made better by the cordial 
greetings which come to us year after year from your society and 
from your hearts. I remember a certain theologian and philosopher, 
St. Paul, said once upon a time that if a woman would learn anything, 
let her ask her husband at home. Brothers, would they learn much? 
[Laughter ] And besides, how would it be with those who have no 
husbands? [Laughter. A voice: “ Let her get one.”] You are 
learning in the practice of worldly affairs; you arc learning, perhaps, 
something which your prospective husbands will wish you had not 
learned, when you come with them to Encampments in future years. 
Nevertheless, you are learning to be practical and it is the practical 
woman who is to control the future. We recognize the fact that the 
woman of today has a controlling hold upon the future of the race. 
We see her controlling influence in the schools; wc see that she does 
control and mould the intellect and heart of the race there. We know 
that woman controls the race in the home. We see today in the 
business world that woman is taking her rightful place with the men of 
the world, and she is holding her own in this position. Wc learn that 
there are no less than 25,000 lady physicians practising medicine in 
this country and more than 3,000,000 women in this country arc 
earning their own living entirely, and no less than 2,700 women are 
supporting their husbands in the city of New York; which is a blessed 
prospect for many bachelors, such as arc on the front row in this 
room. [Laughter and applause.]

In all these things we see that woman is pushing her way to the 
front and controlling the future, and we recognize that woman has and 
does in a great degree control the heart and conscience of Christendom.

The heart and conscience of Christendom is in the hands of woman. 
It is right that it should be. We are glad that it is so; we feel safe 
in leaving it there, and we feel safe in leaving with you our goodwill 
and sympathy with reference to our Order. We believe that the heart 
and conscience of our Order are safe in your keeping and that you are
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in sympathy with everything which is for the interest of the Order, for 
the propagation of patriotism, for the development of the patriotic 
spirit, just as much so as were your mothers and relatives in the days 
of the Rebellion, when they gave their husbands and their sons to go 
out and do battle against the enemy. 1 am convinced of this. And, 
brothers, when we are looking forward and considering the question 
as to who is to be the coming man, I am convinced that we are not 
looking in the right direction; for the coming man I am convinced, as 
I study this question and as IJiear the greetings of these sisters year 
after year and see them and their sisters and the progress they are 
making in the ways of the world, I am convinced, as I say, that the com­
ing man will not be a man, but a woman. [Laughter and applause.]

To you we extend our heartiest greeting and love and affection, 
and hand in hand and heart to heart we will press forward. If God 
spares us to meet another year we hope that we will sec in both Orders 
that development and progress we each so earnestly desire and are so 
earnestly laboring to bring about.

May God bless you in all your labors! [Applause.]
Mrs. Coe: Conmiander-iu-Chief, we have enjoyed our visit very 

much. We appreciate your very hospitable entertainment, but, as we 
have business and you have business to transact, if you will excuse us, 
we will retire.

The committee from the Ladies’ Aid Society retired, escorted by 
the committee; and the Encampmeut was opened iu due form.

Commandcr-iu-Chicf: The Adjutaut-General will proceed with the 
call of the roll.

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move that the calling of the 
roll be dispensed with.

C. J. Deckman of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to and the calling of the roll dispensed with.
The Commamler-in-Chief: The first order of business this morn­

ing is the report of the Committee of Constitution, Rules and Regula­
tions. Is the chairman of that committee present? lie does not 
respond. Is the Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies ready to report, 
Past Division Commander McGuire?

REFORT Ol-' THE COMMITTEE ON RITUALS AND CEREMONIES.

Past Division Commander McGuire, Chairman of the Committee 
on Rituals and Ceremonies, submitted and read the following report: —
To the Eighteenth Annual Encampment Sons of Veterans, 17.S.A.:

We, your Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies, beg leave to 
make the following report: —

We recommend that no amendments or alterations whatever be 
made to the present Ritual.

Newton J. McGuire,
B. Prack,
E. H. Archer,
F. W. Briggs,
George S. Whitmore,

Committee on Rituals.
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S. S. Horn of Pennsylvania: Commander, 1 move that the report 
of the Committee on Rituals and Ceremonies be adopted as read.

H. V. Speelmau of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion, 
adding to it that the committee be discharged with the thanks of this 
Encampment.

The motion was agreed to.
The Commauder-in-Chief: Is General Bundy, Chairman of the 

. Committee on Officers’ Reports and Distribution of Work, present? 
Brother Bundy does not seem to be her^.

Brothers of the Encampment, while we have a few moments at 
this time it occurs to me that it would be well to avail ourselves of the 
opportunity thus afforded us of hearing from our Past Commandcr- 
in-Chief Charles K. Darling, who was absent from our last year’s 
Encampment by reason of his services in the Spanish-American war. 
I will ask Inspector-General to escort Past Commander-in-Chief Dar­
ling to the platform. [Applause.]

The Inspector-General: Commander, Past Commander-in-Chief 
Darling does not seem to be in the hall.

The Commauder-in-Chief: I think the Inspector-General can find

Geo. N. Howard of Massachusetts: Commander, while we are 
waiting I would like to make a report from the committee appointed to 
convey our greetings to the Ladies’ Aid Society and ask for the dis­
charge of that committee.

The Commander-in-Chief: While the Inspector-General is finding 
Past Commander-in-Chief Darling, we will hear the report from the 
Committee on Greetings to the Ladies’ Aid Society, Commander 
Howard of Massachusetts, Chairman.

him.
!

REPORT O.V COMMITTEE ON GREETINGS TO LADIES* AID SOCIETY.

George N. Howard of Massachusetts: Commander, with becoming 
modesty and whatever tact we possess we performed the duty assigned 
to us which was, I assure you, au exceedingly pleasant one, and 
proceeded to the Encampment of the Ladies’ Aid Society. We were 
warmly received and hospitably entertained, treated as only the Ladies’ 
Aid knows how to treat Sons of Veterans. I conveyed to them your 
appreciation of their efforts in the past, your goodwill towards their 
Order as such, and also assured them of our confidence in them, of our 
respect for them and our desire that together we might co-operate in 
bringing the Orders to the position which they ought to attain.

I move you, sir, that the committee be now discharged.
The Commander-in-Chief: If there is no objection that order will 

be made as the order of this Encampment and the committee will be 
discharged with the thanks of this Encampment.

If the Encampment desires we will now hear from the committee 
appointed by direction of the 1890 Encampment to consider and report 
upon the advisability of founding a military college. The chairman of 
the committee, A. L. Sorlor, Jr., of Iowa, is here, and if lie is ready 
to report we will listen to the report of that committee.

;
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A. L. Sortor, Jr., of Iowa, Chairman of the Committee on Mili­
tary College, appointed by the order of the 1807 Encampment, sub­
mitted and rend the following report: —

ICR TOUT OK COMMITTEE OX MILITARY COLLEGE.

Gen. Frank L. Shepard, Commandcr-in-Chief, S.V., U.S.A.
Sir: The Committee on Military College, appointed by order of 

the Indianapolis Encampment of 1896, has the honor to report as 
follows: —

First, we desire to express our appreciation of the favor shown in 
permitting us to report at this time because of the absence of Captain 
Wren and Captain Sortor from the Omaha Encampment, owing to 
military duties as officers in the volunteer army of the United States.

Previous to the declaration of war in 1898, we sent through 
Division headquarters a communication to each Camp in the Order, 
asking in substance this question: “ Would you favor the founding of 
a National Military College by the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., as a , 
memorial to the soldiers of the Union army in the Civil War, provided 
it was amply endowed and properly managed?”

This question was propounded in order to obtain an expression 
from the Camps and to ascertain the sentiment of the Order at large, 
provided the practicability of the proposition could be demonstrated.

At the same time press slips were sent through the same channels 
and the enterprise was commended by the leading papers in pearly 
every State.

Replies to the inquiry submitted to the Camps were numerous. 
None were hostile to the proposition, some asked for more information, 
while a vast majority unhesitatingly commended the idea as a worthy 
one and olYcred to assist, should the movement be approved by the 
Commandery-in-Chief.

In fact, from every source the same opinion was expressed and 
every one agreed that no greater or more lasting memorial could be 
reared. All agreed that this movement should be headed by the sons 
of men whose valor it was designated to recognize and whose memory 
it sought to perpetuate.

Cities offered to bonus the college in consideration of securing its 
location, the general public approved and wealthy men promised to 
assist it financially; kindred patriotic bodies suggested co-operation, 
and in the good State of Iowa the last half hour of the session of our 
legislature was consumed in passing a resolution commending the Order 
for its practical patriotism in proposing the founding of this institution, 
inviting us to locate in the State and saying in substance that a build­
ing should be erected as a memorial to Iowa’s boys in the Civil V ai. 
then a half million dollars were placed in the governor’s hands to be 
used in sending us into the field, and the session adjourned.

We have failed to encounter any opposition to the founding of a 
great National military college, designed to inculcate the principles of 
patriotism for which our fathers fought, and to be a memorial to then 
valor.

ii
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For fear its practicability might be questioned before a fair inves­
tigation was made, the friends of the enterprise went to Indianapolis 
and simply asked the appointment of this committee, to investigate its 
merits and report some feasible plan for the establishment of an insti­
tution worthy of this Order and the men it seeks to honor.

We asked this, too, that all might have ample time for reflection 
and that the combined wisdom of all might mature a plan so perfect 
that it could not fail of adoption. We believed then as uow that this 
proposition meant so much for the Order that its ultimate consummation 
was to be desired and its success should not be imperiled by hasty action.

In submitting a plan for your consideration it is with a full realiza­
tion of the immensity of the enterprise and of the responsibility attend­
ing the undertaking.

This report is not made without due consideration of all of the 
difficulties to be encountered iu achieving so grand a result. It is 
made only after years of careful study, and of two years of official 
inquiry. The proposition has been viewed from every possible stand­
point, historical, educational, financial, legal, military, moral, relig­
ious, fraternal, patriotic; viewing it from each of these standpoints, 
the best authorities in the land have been consulted, and all agree that 
a feasible plan can be presented.

All agree that the Order is capable of taking advantage of the 
desire of the America® people to honor the memory of our soldier sires, 
aud carry forward to success this great enterprise. We do not believe 
that so great a work can be accomplished without years of labor upon 
the part of men who arc true to the vows of this Order.

But we do believe that the Order is now composed of men of 
discretion and ability, fully capable of founding and conducting the 
affairs of so grand an institution as has been proposed.

We. therefore have the honor to recommend that this Order 
approve the suggestion that we found a National Military College, 
dedicated to the memory of the soldiers of the Union Army in the 
Civil War, and to the loyal women of war times.

That the present Commauder-in-Chief be instructed to appoint a 
committee of five whose duties it shall be to receive propositions from 
localities desiring to secure the location of this institution, and to 
superintend the circulation of conditional pledges for financial support. 
That these pledges be made payable to the Quartermaster General of 
this Order on Oct. 1, 1900, provided a sufficient amount is pledged to 
warrant proceeding with the work.

That these conditional pledge blanks be circulated under the 
supervision of the committee, through the medium of the various 
Divisions and Camps, and same to be collected and produced at the 
time of making report, but that no funds be collected until after the 
incorporation of the necessary college association. That this commit­
tee consider location and report the propositions made by localities 
desiring to secure the College, and that the matter of location be 
determined by ballot at the next annual meeting of the Commandery-in- 
Chief.

:

1
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That this committee serve without salary or expense to the

.
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Order, but that it be allowed to state its probable needs, financially, to 
the Camps and various Divisions, and that the Quartermaster-General 
be authorized to receive voluntary contributions to an expense fund for 
the use of this committee.

That the reception of the report of this committee be made a 
special order of business at our next annual meeting, and if it shall 
appear that the committee have secured sufficient pledges of financial 
support to warrant proceeding with the work, that a location be 
selected and the necessary corporation be formed under the laws of the 
State wherein the college is to be located, for the purpose of owning 
the necessary property and conducting the affairs of the college.

That this college be under the direction of five regents, one of 
whom shall be the governor of the State in which it is located, one to 
be the Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., and the 
other three to be chosen by ballot at the next annual meeting of the 
Commandery-in-Chief, the first to serve three years, the second, two 
years, the third, one year, and that thereafter one elective regent be 
chosen by ballot at each annual mcctiug of the Commandery-in-Chief, to 
serve for the term of three years.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. & L.,
A. L. Soktok, Jr., Iowa,
Manly When, Missouri,
Geo. E. Cox, Connecticut, 
Herbert 0. Bixnv, Vermont,

Committee.
1

The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, we have here the report of 
the committee. What is your pleasure?

George S. Whitmore of Maryland: Commauder, I move that the 
report of the committee be adopted and the same committee be con­
tinued to pursue that work.

The motion was seconded.
Adjutant-General Abbott: Commander, I would move to amend 

that motion in one particular as I think some of the present committee 
arc not come-at-able. I certainly would be in favor of Brother Sortor 
being continued as chairman of that committee, but I would suggest 
that possibly there might be some additions to it that would be more 
helpful to him iu this work.

GeorgcS. Whitmore of Maryland: Commander, with the consent 
of the second to my motion, I will withdraw that part of it, and leave 
the appointment of the entire committee with the Encampment, as 
recommended by the committee.

The Commander-in-Chief: The second consents to the amendment, 
and the question is now upon the adoption of the report of the committee 
as read.

i •

i;

The motion was agreed to :tud the report of the committee adopted. 
The Commander-in-Chief: Is there anything further to come before 

the Encampment?
[Cries of “Thurston,” “Thurston,” “Thurston.”]

I
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The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers of the ICncampment, we have 
with us at this session of our Encampment our distinguished constitu­
tional life member, Senator John M. Thurston of Nebraska. I will 
ask the Quartermaster-General to escort Senator Thurston to the plat­
form that he may address us. [Applause.] Our constitutional life 
member and our brother needs no introduction to the membership of 
this Encampment, Senator Thurston. [Great applause.]

m
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SENATOR THURSTON’S ADDRESS.

Senator Thurston: Commander-iu-Chief and brothers, I am a 
most unfortunate member of this Order to-day. I have fallen in with 
some of my associates of the K.O.C., and 1 appear before .you very 
much in line with the story that I heard of the old pastor of the Pres- 
byteriau Church. I-Ie had been married a great many years and was 
childless, and itJiappened that his church was very much in debt, and 
every Sunday morning he raised his voice in prayer and petitioned the 
Lord for two great blessings: one was that his blessed church might 
be placed out of debt, and the other was that his wife would bless him 
with a son. Well, years passed by and the petition went up regularly. 
Finally, as they met one Sunday morning the whole congregation heard 
the news that a rich parishioner had died and left a bequest that lifted 
the debt of the church, and also that the pastor’s wife had blessed him 
with a son; and as they gathered in church there was great interest 
taken as to what the pastor would say. Some said, “ 1-Ie will thank 
God that the church has been relieved from debt.” Others said, “ lie 
will thank God that his wife has given him a son.” And the excite­
ment became very intense, and the old elders got into a little betting 
down the aisles; and fiually, the pastor arose and lifted his hands and 
said, “ 0 God, we thank thee for the succor thou hast given us” and 
all bets were off. [Laughter.] So I have no doubt that you are 
thankiug God for the “ sucker” He has given you.

But, seriously, brothers, I am very glad to meet with you here to­
day. Since you did me the honor of electing me as a life member of 
this splendid organization, I have registered a vow that as long as I 
live and have health I will be with you at every Encampment 
[Applause] not for the purpose of making speeches, because 
tired of making speeches. I have to make speeches everywhere — but 
simply to be one of you, to get close to you, as the old fellow said, to 
get right up where we can put our arms around each other. I am not 
here to make a speech. Speechinaking is more or less out of place. 
You are here for business and for the work of the Order, and anything 
1 can do to assist you in the work of the Order I will gladly do as an 
humble brother. I have not done much in the way of assisting this 
Order. I have been a busy man in outside affairs. The most X can 
give you is my best wishes, my help wherever it will bo of any impor­
tance, and Godspeed in this splendid work.

We have a great heritage. We have inherited the valor of our 
ancestors, and whether in our lifetime we have an opportunity to emu­
late their example we will still carry forward to posterity the glory of 
their achievements. We live in a great time.

!!
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grand historical epoch in this republic, this republic that stands as the 
leader of the civilization and enlightenment of the world. Our fathers 
fought a great fight. They won great victories. They live in history. 
Their names are glorified and we are living in a great historical time. 
We have been making history, you and I; some of us in the field, some 
in the forum, some in private life; but we have all been working to 
one great end, the uplifting of humanity, the advancement of civiliza­
tion, the downfall of tyranny and oppression.

I was wonderfully impressed the other day when our First Nebraska 
Regiment came back from the Philippines. [Applause.] I was wonder­
fully impressed because in my own lifetime I remember two historical 
events in which the boys came back from war, war for the flag that 
symbolizes liberty and enlightenment. Many of the sons of the fathers 
who transmitted to us the heritage of glory have gone out in this last 
year to fight as the fathers fought, under the flag, and thank God! they 
have brought back to us the same grand measure of achievement that 
our fathers brought back to us from Appomattox. [Applause.] Not 
all of them came back. Some of them were left on foreign shores. 
Some of them gave their lives as our fathers gave theirs, and as my 
father gave his, for the honor of the flag. Some of them are at rest 
forever; and, gentlemen we do not mourn. To live long neutral lives 
is nothing. To live a few glorious years and fearlessly face the Infinite, 
to calmly meet the Master in humanity’s cause is sublime. [Applause.] 
And so when our boys, my boys—because Company L of the First 
Nebraska was named for me, the “Thurston Rifles,”—when they came 
home I said to them the other night, and I said it with all my heart, 
that in greeting them from victories won, the emotions were so 
strangely and wonderfully blended that for the heroic living there 
tears in our cheers, and for the heroic dead there were cheers in our 
tears. [Applause.] And I said to them one other thing that I will 
repeat here today because this is a patriotic organization without 
politics in it [Applause], simply mindful of the welfare of our country, 
its honor and its glory — I said to them as I say now, that we welcomed 
them because they were brave, yes, but. I said to them that all soldiers 
had been brave since the beginning of time. Those who fought against 
our fathers were brave and gave exhibitions of heroism that will live 
forever. The soldiers that have fought for tyranny and oppression and 
conquest and dominion have been brave ever since the world began, and 
it is not for that we honor them the most. Soldiers will live in history 
not for their valor but for the cause for which they fought. [Applause.] 
That is why our fathers live illustrious, undying, in the annals of fame, 
and that is why the soldier boys who have gone out from this organiza­
tion and have fought in Cuba and in the Philippines will live in the glory 
of history. [Applause.] Because they have fought for a great 
[Applause.] And I said to them as I say now, that any man, whoever 
he may be, who attempts to belittle or traduce the cause for which our 
brave boys have fought, robs them of a part of the glory that history 
will give them. [Great applause.]

The United States of America has never waged a war for conquest 
or dominion. [Applause, and cries of “Never.”] It never fought 
except for some grand and glorious thing. [Applause.] Our graud-
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fathers fought first for independence for the liberty of men. Then we 
waged the Mexican War, not for conquest, but that the people of the 
Lone Star State might have the God-given right to come in under the 
Hag of the Union and participate in the liberty of the people of 
the United States. [Applause, and cries “ That’s right.”] Before that 
we fought on the sea, from 1812 to 1814, simply for the right of 
American citizens; that the deck of an American ship might be Ameri­
can soil wherever it was. [Applause.] In 1SGL to i860 we fought 
that liberty, God-given, might come to all alike within the boundaries 
of the grand Republic of the new world. And then in 1898 we fought 
for a sublimer cause thau ever yet was answered for by man; for the 
nation had never risen to the contemplation of a great national duty 
that should extend beyond the borders of their own dominion. But we 
had set the example of liberty for the new world. We had said that 
liberty was God-given; we by our example had set the pace for the 
other peoples of the new world; and when we saw them struggling 
for liberty against tyranny and oppression, tyranny and oppression 
unparalleled in the annals of civilization, we arose to the new duty and 
new obligation that nations had never before known, and that was, 
that a great free people might extend its blessings beyond its own terri­
tory and lift up its neighbors into the light of civilization and progress 
and liberty and advancement. [Applause.] And if there is any one 
heritage that I wish to transmit to my sou it is that in spite of all costs 
I stood for giving the great power of the United States to the people of 
Cuba, to lift them up and bring them into liberty and civilization. 
[Applause.]

Well, when the war was on,— and it was a holy war, a God-sent war, 
a war for liberty, and liberty knows no boundaries, it knows no fences, 
the sea does not circumscribe it, it reaches and Hows over and beyond 
us like the benediction of God — when we were at war with a foreign 
foe, we struck the enemy at a vital point, and Dewey sailed into the har­
bor of Manila and sank the Spanish licet. I will not say a word of 
politics here. This is an American question. When Dewey sailed in 
there and sank that llect, when we struck Spain at her weakest point,— 
there are those who say we should have retired. If we had, brothers, 
the Spanish War, in my judgment, would have been going on yet. 
[Cries of “ Yes, it would.”] That was Spain’s great possession. It was 
the key to the citadel of her defence. Through war, for war, to accom­
plish the victory of our arms wo remained there; and when peace came 
the duty of a great nation, in my judgment, required that we should not 
turn the Philippines back to the ruthless tyranny and oppression of the 
power against which we had fought for the liberty of Cuba [Applause] ; 
and not of our own will, not for conquest, not for dominion, not for 
expansion; we were compelled by logic of events, by the broadening 
horizon of the nation’s destiny to take that country from Spanish rule, 
and taking it, for any purpose whatever, we were compelled to take the 
sovereignty of it. If we had taken less we would have no rights there 
against foreign nations. If we had taken less we would have had no 
power left to control the destiny of that people; and having taken it, 
the sovereignty of the nation extended to these islands; and when
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Aguinaldo and bis band of guerrillas, representing not the Philippine 
population, but simply a minority bent upon plunder, rapine and pil­
lage, when they fired on the American (lag there was nothing for the 
United States to do except to suppress them and bring them to acknowl­
edge its authority and supremacy. [Great applause.] And that is our 
foreign policy; not expansion, not dominion, not conquest. But the 
world is looking on, and we have a great duty to perform. That is to 
bring peace into those islands and then settle the policy of their future 
according to the best, dictates of the American conscience. [Applause.] 
To do less is cowardly. I have no objection to hauling down the 
American flag when it can be doue in honor, and under peaceful condi­
tions. I have no objection to sailing away from foreign possessions 
when we can leave with honor. But, never, never will the American 
flag be hauled down, so long as the sons of our fathers live, until it can 
be hauled down in honor and with the integrity of the United States 
unimpaired.

And now while I am in Detroit, not to intrench upon your time, I 
wish to say one word for a citizen of this city, and that is General 
Alger; and what I say is not political; 1 wish to say it from the 
American standpoint. I have known General Alger for a great many 
years and I had an exceptional opportunity to watch his administration 
of the War Department. Our War Department at the opening of this 
war was unfortunate, not through any lack of patriotism on the part of 
the officers in charge, but our War Department was a red tape depart­
ment, the growth of thirty-three years of peace, controlling an army of 
twenty-five thousand men, requiring seventeen reports on the purchase 
of a pail, with every head of that department supreme in his own line 
and absolutely not subordinate to the direction of the Secretary of 
War. I watched that man Alger in the War Department all the way 
through. Whatever a strong, brave, honest man could do, he did. 
[Applause.] 1 know it. I say it. Whatever shortcoming there 
was the shortcoming of a condition for which he was not responsible, 
and for which no other man was responsible; and when he was the 
target of all attack and of all abuse, when all the shafts of malice 
were aimed at him it was because they did not dare strike at the head 
of this administration, and they picked him out as the object. 
[Applause, and cries of That’s right.”] Everything honorable and 
commendable that mortal man could do, he did. Think of it! What 
do you expect? A War Department! Thirty-three years of peace! 
Bed tape! Twenty-live thousand men! War declared! In ninety 
days — the most wonderful thing in the history of the world — in ninety 
days, we raised a great army, sprung from the body of the people 
north and south, the sons of our fathers, and the sons of the fathers 
who fought against our fathers, all joiuiug equally in loyalty to the 
flag, and desire for the glory of their country; iu ninety days we 
raised this great army, and with seventeen thousand meu, landed on 
the coast of Cuba, we compelled the unconditional surrender of two- 
hundred and twenty-five thousand men in arms. [Applause.]

And when public sentiment has settled, when historj' is written, 
side by side with the glory of the achievement of American arms, side

was



EIQU TEE S TJf A NX UA L ENCA MEM ENT.112

by side with the patriotism and statesmanship of this administrationy 
side by side will stand the name of Russel A. Alger as the great Secre­
tary of War. [Applause].

Now, boys. I have talked too long. God bless you. [Cries of 
No,” “ No,” “No,” “ Go on,” “Goon.”] No, I have talked too 

long. You have business to transact. [Cries of “ This is good busi­
ness.”] Well, then, I shall venture a little prediction. War in the 
east, as we call it, the Philippines, depends upon seasons. Someone 
said we ought to have crushed that rebellion before this. That rebel­
lion came to us unexpectedly. We could not anticipate it. _ We had 
no army there to meet it. The volunteers we had there did splendidly, 
wonderfully, but nature intervened, the rainy season, when all military 
operations practically cease, came on; but let me predict that the next 
fair season in the Philippines will see peace restored there, and the 
Army of the Union triumphant, the flag respected throughout the 
world, and then? What then? I do not know, but we will settle that 
question to suit ourselves [Applause] ; whether it be annexation, 
whether it be the establishment of a government by those people under 
a protectorate, no man knows. One thing, however, is true, gentle­
men. They talk about the rights of a people. In this advanced day 
civilization has the right of way over barbarism. [Applause.] We 
stand for civilization [Applause] and never in the history of the 
United States has American power deprived a man in any part of the 
world of a single scintilla of the liberty that belonged to him, and it 
never will. It never will. I do not know what the future may bring 
forth. No mau does. I have been an arrant conservative. I protested 
even against the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands. I was somewhat 
of that past generation that thought the oceans bounded the destiny of 
the people of the United States. I am commencing to doubt the wis­
dom of my former view. [Applause.] God sets a pace for nations 
and men must follow [Applause] ; and having the blessings which we 
enjoy, if the God of the universe has set upon us the task of bearing 
liberty and civilization to distaut lauds, I will be the last mau to stand 
up and kick against God Almighty. [Applause.]

That is all I have to say now. We tackle these things as they come 
along [Cries of “That is right”] and there is no body of men on all 
this earth who will help do it with the same valor, with the same ear­
nestness and the same honesty as the sons of the men who fought for 
the flag of the Union, and who brought liberty to a great race and union 
to the American people by the surrender at Appomattox. [Great ap­
plause, and prolonged cheering.]
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it THANKS TO SENATOR THURSTON.

J. D. Rowen of Iowa: Commander, I move you sir, that the thanks 
of the Encampment be voted to our distinguished brother, Hon. John 
M. Thurston, for his eloquent and patriotic address, and that his brothers 
of this Encampment extend to him their sincere and heartfelt sympathy 
in the great affliction that was visited upon him when that noble woman 
from the State of Nebraska, his wife aud companion, whose light went
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out in yonder Cuba, was called from his side to cross the silent River 
of Death.

The motion was seconded.
Commander-in-Chief: It has been moved and seconded that we 

tender our sincere thanks to Senator Thurston for the splendid address 
he has given us, and express our tribute to the memory of his noble 
wife and companion. In putting this question I will ask for a rising 
vote. All those in favor of the motion will so signify by rising to their 
feet.

The motion was agreed to unanimously.
The Commander-in-Chief: Senator Thurston, we thank you for 

your presence here, and we thank you for the splendid address you have 
given us; and I know I voice the sentiment of every brother here when 
I say that we wish for you many, many years of life; and not only 
length of years do we wish for you, but that measurement of time in 
which you may most live and best for yourself and for this whole country 
of ours which claims you as its own. [Applause.]

E. W. Estes of New York: Commander, I certainly think this 
Encampment would like to see Senator Thurston’s address given to the 
press of this city, and trust that it may strike the Commander-in-Chief 
as a proper thing to instruct the Press Committee to see that that is done.

The Commander-in-Chief: The chairman of the Press Committee 
is here and he will confer with Senator Thurston. The Senator’s 
remarks have been recorded by the reporter, aud the chairman of the 
Press Committee will carry out the wishes of that committee. With 
the permission of Senator Thurston his address will be given to the 
public press.

Emery Coulter of Massachusetts: Commander, 1 think the 
motion of Brother Rowcn was not understood by the Chair. I for one 
would like to have the Encampment pay some tribute to the memory of 
Mrs. Thurston.

The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair will state for the information 
of Brother Coulter that that was included in the motion. The Chair is 
informed that the Committee on
Work is now ready to report. General Bundy, chairman of that 
mittee, will submit the report.

Officers’ Reports and Distribution of
com-

REPORT OK COMMITTEE OX OFFICERS’ REPORTS, ETC.

William E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, before reading the 
report of the committee I would state that the committee has been in 
session altogether for seven hours and the members of the committee 
report that for that reason they have not been able to attend the 
sessions of the Commandery-iu-Chief, and they ask that they may be 
recorded as present at each roll call inasmuch as they were only 
absent by reason of service upon this committee.

The Commander-in-Chief: It is so ordered. It is customary to 
credit members of committees present when they are out on com­
mittee duty.

s
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General Bundy, chairman of the Committee on Officers’ Reports 
and Distribution of Work, submitted and read the following report:

To the Commander-In-Chief and Officers of the Eighteenth Annual 
Encampment, N. V., U-S. A.:

Your committee respectfully submits the following report:
We have examined carefully all the reports and recommendations 

of the Commander-in-Chief, the Council-in-Chief, and other officers, 
and find the same to be correct, complete, instructive and able: and 
the officers of the retiring administration deserve the commendation 
and gratitude of this body for their painstaking care and conscientious 
discharge of duty as made evident by their reports, which will become 
important records in the history of our Order.

We have distributed all resolutions and recommendations for 
changes in the ritual and amendments to the C., R. and B. to the 
respective committees properly having jurisdiction over the subject 
matter thereof.

We have examined the General and Special Orders issued and 
promulgated by Commander-in-Chief Shepard, and the same meet with 
the approval of the committee as subserving the best interests of the 
organization, and we recommend that such orders be concurred in and 
approved.

Your committee approves of all the official decisions of the Com- 
mander.-in-Chief, with the exception of No. 16, in the matter of the 
appeal of Daniel Ritter Camp No. 24, Division of Ohio. In this case 
the committee supports the opinion of the Judge Advocate-General, 
with the recommendation that the Commandery-in-Chicf amend Section 
2, Article IJJ., Chapter V., Page 52, C., R. and R., by adding thereto 
the following words: “ It shall be unlawful for any Division or 
Camp, in anticipation of the collection of per capita tax, to offset the 
same against any Camp or Division indebtedness.”

In arriving at .our conclusion in regard to this case, which is based 
purely upon the judgment of the committee as to the technical and 
legal import of the questions involved, we have not considered any 
matters of fact or propositions of law, except those appearing upon 
the record. The question here raised is an isolated one and there arc 
no precedents upon which to rely. The committee is of the opinion 
that the law of the Order is not sufficient!}' broad or explicit relative to 
the collection and application of per capita tax to justify Decision No. 
16 of the Commander-in-Chief, although the principles therein enunci­
ated convince your committee that any practice such as that in this 
case, wherein a brother sold to his Camp a voucher given to him for a 
personal indebtedness of the Division, and the succeeding Division 
Encampment assumed by resolution, and thereafter by partial perform­
ance, to pay such voucher by giving credit to said Camp for its per. 
capita tax each quarter, until the amount of the indebtedness should be 
liquidated in this manner, is subversive to the best interests of the 
Order and should be condemned. We have therefore recommended 
the adoption of the foregoing constitutional amendment in order that 
this action of the committee, if it should be affirmed by the Com-

!i
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mandery-iu-Chief, may [not become a dangerous precedent to govern 
any similar proceeding aiu the future.

(Signed) William E. Bundy, 
Charles K. Darling,
J. L. Rake,
George E. Cogsiiall, 
C. T. Orner,

Committee.

William E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, I move the adoption of 
the report.

The motion was seconded.
E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I desire to move to amend 

that report in relation to the decision of the Commander-in-Chicf in the
T desire that

!

case of the appeal of Daniel Ritter of Camp No. 24. 
that matter may be considered separately.

William E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, with the consent of my 
second I will accept that amendment, and make my motion that the 
report of the committee, with the exception of so much thereof as 
refers to the appeal of Daniel Ritter of Camp No. 24, from the 
decision of the Commander-in-Chicf, be adopted.

The motion as amended was agreed to, and the report of the com­
mittee adopted, with the exception of so much thereof as refers to the 
appeal of Daniel Ritter of Camp No. 24, from the decision of the 
Commander-in-Chicf.

OF CAMP NO. 24.APPEAL OF DANIEL RITTER

E. LI. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move that the recommen­
dation of the committee in relation to the appeal of Oamcl Ritter o 
Camp No. 24, from the decision of the Comraander-in-Chief e n0 
concurred in; and that the decision of the Cominander-jn-Ohie e 
approved by this Commandcry-in-Chief.

Harry Roseuhaupt of Washington: Commander, I second tne !'■

:
motiou.

After discussion by Past Commauder-in-Chief Rake, Past Com- 
mander-in-Chicf Darling, E. II. Archer, and others:

W. S. Oberdorf of New York: Commander, I move the previous- 
question, and on Brother Archer’s motion. I think everybody under­
stands this question, and in order to get it before the house, I move the 
previous question.

C. A. Bookwalter of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion 
for the previous question.

Commander-in-Chief: The question before the Encampment is ou 
*® “KM™ Brother Archer, that the recommendation of the 

nnttec in relation to the appeal of Daniel Ritter of Camp No. 24, be 
not concurred in, and that the decision of the Commandcr-in-Chief be 
approved by this Encampment. On that question Brother Oberdorf 

the previous question, aud the question is, shall the main 
question be now put. Those iu favor of the motiou for the previous 
question will say “ Aye.” Those opposed “No.” The ayes have

-

.
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it, and the previous question is ordered. The question is now on 
Brother Archer’s motion. All those in favor of the motion will so 
signify by the voting sign of the Order. Those opposed the same 
sign. The noes seem to have it. The noes have it, and Brother 
Archer’s motion is not agreed to.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE CONCURRED IN.

C. A. Bookwalter of Indiana: Commander, I now move that the 
recommendation of the committee be concurred in, aud the report 
adopted.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
William E. Bundy of Ohio: Do I understand now, Commander, 

that the constitutional amendment is adopted?
The Commander-in-Chief: We will take a separate vote upon that.
H. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, in order that there may 

be no question as to the adoption of this amendment, I move now, that 
the amendment as offered by the committee be adopted, and made a 
part of the Constitution, Rules aud Regulations.

James W. Noel of Indiana: Commander, I second the motion.
The Commander-in-Chief: It is moved and seconded that the 

Amendment offered by the committee be adopted and made a part of 
the Constitution, Rules and Regulations. Those in favor of the 
motion will so signify by the voting sign of the Order. Those opposed 
the same sign. The ayes have it, and the amendment is adopted by 
the requisite majority of those present and entitled to vote.I

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON OFFICER’S REPORTS, ETC.

William E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, the Committee on 
Officers’ Reports and Distribution of Work desires to make a supple­
mentary report. It is as follows :

To the Officers and Members of the Eighteenth Annual Encampment, 
Sons of Veterans, U.S.A. :

During its deliberations the committee received information that 
brothers of the Order have, in some cases, accepted or agreed to accept 
compensation in their professional capacity, to appear* and present 
causes for their clients, arising before Division and Comuiandery 
Encampments, and the committee believes that such practice is gener­
ally dangerous, and should not be encouraged or permitted in the 
future.

!

i

(Signed) William E. Bundy, Chairman. 
Charles IC. Darling,
J. L. Rake,
Gf.o. E. Cogsiiall,
C. T. Orner, Committee.

I move the adoption of the supplementary report. 
The motion was seconded.
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The motion was agreed to.
William E. Bundy of Ohio: Now, Commander, that disposes of 

all the work before the committee, and I would therefore move that the 
compiittee be discharged with thanks. [Laughter.]

The Commander-in-Chicf: That motion will be token by consent 
unless there is objection, and the committee discharged. Is there 
objection? The Chair hears none and it is so ordered. Is the Com­
mittee on Resolutions ready to report, W. Y. Morgan, Chairman?

REPORT OP COMMITTEE OK RESOLUTIONS.

W. Y. Morgan, Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions, sub­
mitted and read the following report:

To the Commandery-in- Chief:
We your Committee on Resolutions beg leave to submit the fol­

lowing report on Resolutions:
We recommend concurrence in the following recommendation of 

the Illinois Division:
Wiikrkas, The publication of the orders and ofllcial communications of the 

Coinraander-in-Chief in the Illinois Banner for the past year has been of bene­
fit to the administration of the affairs of the Order, as well as useful to the 
many members reached by that paper; therefore be it

jResolved, That the Illinois Banner be and it is hereby made the ollicial organ 
of the Commandery-iu-Chief of the Sous of Veterans, U.S.A., and that William 
G. Dustin, the publisher, do, in consideration thereof, publish in said paper all 
orders and ofllcial communications of the Commandcr-in-Chief.

;

William T. Church of Illinois: Commander, I move the adoption 
of the resolution offered by the Illinois Division and recommended by 
the Committee on Resolutions.

The motion was seconded.
H. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, T would suggest that as 

the report of the Committee on Resolutions proceed, as each resolution 
is read, if there is no objection, that resolution be considered adopted; 
and then when the reading of the report is concluded it can be adopted 
as a whole. That would save considerable time and I make that 
motion.

!

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
II. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I made that motion as to 

the balance of the report. T now desire to second Brother Church’s 
motion as to the resolution recommended by the Illinois Division.

The Commaudcr-in-Chief: The Chair will apply the motion to the 
resolution already read. If there is no objection it will stand as 
adopted. Is there objection ? The Chair hears none and the resolution 
reported by the committees is adopted. The chairman will continue the 
reading of the report, and as each resolution is read, if there is nonob­
jection, it will stand as adopted.

i
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Chairman Morgan continued the reading of the report:

PAST RANK OF DIVISION COMMANDER RESTORED TO JAMES E. PURDY.

We recommend concurrence in the following resolution presented 
by the New York delegation :

, Detroit, Mich., Sept. 8, 1899.
We, the representatives of the New York Division, Sons of Veterans, do 

respectfully petition the Eighteenth Annual Encampment to restore Brother 
James E. Purdy his past honors as Commander of New York Division in 1888.

(Signed)
E. V. Estes, C. E. Holmes, W. H. Wyker, W. S. Oberdorf, George 

Addington, Past Commanders, W. A. Personius, J. Frank Durston, 
II. P. Hollister, F. P. Connel, Delegates.

Ralph Sheldon, Commander.

Commander-in-Chief: Is there objection to this recommendation 
of the committee? The Chair hears none and the recommendation of 
the committee is adopted.

Chairman Morgan continued the reading of the report.
■

PLEDGING THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC.
We appreciate the friendship which has been shown our Order by 

the Grand Army of the Republic and we hope for a continuance of the 
same cordial relations. We hold in the highest regard this organiza­
tion of our fathers, whose bravery and patriotism it is our fondest hope 
to keep alive. We pledge the Grand Army our co-operation in their 
work of charity and loyalty and promise them that the sacrifice they 
made and the results they accomplished will he held sacred so long as it 
is in our power.

The Commander-in-Chief: Is there any objection to the recom­
mendation of the committee just read. The Chair hears none and it 
will stand adopted.

Chairman Morgan continued the reading of the report:
I! !:

CONCERNING THE LADIES’ AID SOCIETY.

We commend the good work of our faithful auxiliary, the Ladies’ 
Aid Society. During the years past it has been a companion and help­
mate of the Sons of Veterans. We urge upon the Divisions and Camps 
of our Order that they do all in their power to encourage and stimulate 
the growth of the Ladies’ Aid Society which brings help to us in time 
of adversity, and adds to the height of happiness that comes with 
prosperity.

The Commander-in-Chief: If there is no objection the recom­
mendation of the committee will stand as adopted. The Chair hears 
none and it is so ordered.

Chairman Morgan continued the reading of the report:

'

.
!

!i

SONS OF VETERANS VOLUNTEERS IN SPA N ISIl-A MERIC AN WAR.

* We congratulate our Order upon the response made by its 
bership when the call came for volunteers to uphold the honor of the

. mem-
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nation. We are proud of the Sons of Veterans who emulated the 
example of their fathers and offered their lives in defence of the flag. 
In doing so they followed the teachings of loyalty and patriotism incul­
cated by our Order and gave assurance to the world that the men who 
saved the nation have sons who will die to defend it.

The Commandcr-in-Chief: Is there objection? The Chair hears 
none and the recommendation of the committee stands.

Chairman Morgan continued the reading of the report:

IN MEMORY OF MAJOR A. 1’. DAVIS.

Since our last meeting one of the founders of our Order has passed 
to the eternal camping ground beyond the river. We can but par­
tially express our feeling of loss. As a citizen, as a soldier, and as a 
promoter of loyalty and patriotism Maj. A. P. Davis has left a record 
which still lives, a memory which will endure and a' work which is a 
monument to his name.

The Commaudcr-iu-Chicf.: There being no objection, the resolu­
tion stands adopted.

Chairman Morgan continued the readiug of the report:

IN MEMORY OF HARRY I.. VEAZEY.
Death has again entered the ranks of the Commandery-in-Chief 

and taken from us one of our most loved brothers, Harry L. Veazoy, 
Past Chaplain-in-Chief. His earnest and loyal character endeared him 
to all who knew him and his memory will be held as a precious heritage 
in the Sons of Veterans.

The Commander-in-Chief: The resolution stands adopted by this 
Encampment, there being no objection.

Chairman Morgan resumed the reading of the report:

THE PERVERSION OF MEMORIAL DAY.
We deeply deplore the inclination evinced in many communities 

to pervert the proper objects of Memorial Day, and divest it of the 
associations which make it precious aud ennobling. It is the duty of 
the Sons of Veterans, individually aud as an organization, as well as 
that of all good citizens, to direct attention to these un-American and 
baneful abuses and their'inevitable results, to the end that Memorial 
Day shall be sacredly kept, according to the intention of its originators, 
and its true spirit; so that it shall be, and forever remain, not a gala 
day, but a holy day.

The Commander-in-Chief: Is there any objection to this section 
of the report of the committee? If not it stands adopted as read.

Chairman Morgan continued the reading of the report:

I

HOSPITALITY OF DETROIT.

The courteous hospitality of the Sous of Veterans of the Division 
of Michigan and the city 'of Detroit has been most heartily appreciated 
by the Commandery-in-Chief, and our stay in this beautiful city has
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been thoroughly enjoyed. To these brothers, to the people of Detroit 
and to the newspapers which have given us fair and friendly reports we 
desire to extend our siucerest thanks.

The Commander-in-Chief: The resolution stands adopted if there 
is no objection, and the Chair hears none.

Chairman Morgan resumed the reading of the report:

CONCERNING MANUFACTURE OF BADGES AND DECORATIONS.

In accordance with the recommendation of the Commander-in- 
Chief we recommend that in the future all dies, stamps and hubs used 
in the manufacture of badges be the property of the Commandery-in 
Chief, and that the matter of supplies for our Order be placed in the 
hands of the Commander-in-Chief, the Adjutant-General and the Quar­
termaster-General, and that if found desirable by both parties the 
Quartermaster-General may furnish supplies for the Ladies’ Aid Society 
heretofore purchased from Major Davis.

The Commander-in-Chief: There being no objection the resolution 
stands adopted.

Chairman Morgan continued the reading of the report:
'

DECORATION FOR S.V. VOLUNTEERS OF SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR.

IThat the matter of a decoration for members of the Order who 
served in the Spanish-American War be placed in the hands of the 
Commander-in-Chief, Adjutant-General and Quartermaster-General, and 
they be authorized to proceed with the manufacture and distribution of 
the medals in accordance with the resolution of the Omaha Encampment.

The Commander-in-Chief: Brothers, I desire to state, without 
making any remarks upon this recommendation, that in my judgment, 
the resolution of the Omaha Encampment is somewhat ambiguous with 
reference to the cost of these medals, and as to who shall pay for the 
medals. If we simply adopt the resolution the next administration may 
be embarrassed. If the committee has considered the subject in that 
view and does not consider it ambiguous, I am willing to abide by their 
view.

E. H. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move to amend the report 
by adding that the decorations be placed upon the list of supplies and 
furnished to Camps upon requisition upon the Commander of the Divi­
sion.

William E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
Harry Boscnhaupt of Washington: Commander, I move that the 

words “ Quartermaster-General” be substituted for the words “Com­
mander of the Division.”

Harry D. Sisson of Massachusetts: Commander, I move as a sub­
stitute motion, that the matter be recommitted to the committee for 
further consideration.

E. W. Estes of New York: Commander, I desire to second that 
motion, that the matter be recommitted to tlic committee for them to 
report the resolution again with the proper safeguard.

i
!
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E. S. Bishop of Connecticut: Commander, on behalf of the 
committee I would state that a careful reading of the resolution will 
show that the whole matter is left in the bauds of the Commander-in- 
Chicf, Adjutant-General and the Quartermaster-General. The com­
mittee has given them the power to adopt all the necessary safeguards. 
I believe the matter may be left safely where the committee left it.

The Commander-in-Chicf: That being so, brothers, the suggestion 
of the Chair was not necessary. However, the question is on the motion 
to recommit this matter to the Committee .on Resolutions. All those in 
favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the 
Order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The motion 
seems to be lost. The motion is lost. The question now recurs on 
Brother Archer’s motion that these decorations be placed upon, the list 
of supplies and furnished to Camps upon the recommendation of the 
Commander of the Division.

E. I-I. Archer of Ohio: Commander, permit me to withdraw my i :
1motion.

The Commander-in-Chief: Brother Archer’s motion is withdrawn, 
with the consent of his second.

E. W. Estes of New York: Now, Commander, I move that the 
report of the committee be adopted as read.

E. H. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The Chair put the question on the motion to adopt the report of 

the committee, and the motion was agreed to unanimously.
Chairman Morgan continued the reading of the report:

i

!

CONCERNING COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF FRANK L. SHEPARD.

This meeting of the Commaudery-in-Chief expresses its satisfac­
tion with the work of Frank L. Shepard, who has given the Order such 
splendid service during the past year as Commander-in-Chief. The 
Order owes much to the effective, unselfish and able labors of General 
Shepard and his staff, and the}’ have earned the love and confidence 
which is in the heart of every brother of the Order.

The Senior Vicc-Commauder-in-Chief: If there is no objection 
this section of the report of the committee will stand as adopted, 
there objection? The Chair hears none and it is so ordered.

Chairman Morgan : Commander, that concludes the report. It is 
signed by W. V. Morgan, E. S. Bishop, A. G. Braband, W. A. 
Morris and R. M. J. Reed. I move the adoption of the report of the 
committee as a whole.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to, and the report of the committee 

adopted as a whole.
Adjutant-General Abbott: Commander, 1 move that the Com- 

mandory-in-Chief do now take recess until 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.
W. J. Patton of Wisconsin : Commander, I -second the motion.
E. C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, I hope that motion 

will be withdrawn for a few moments. A short time ago, during the 
present session, the Commander-in-Chief directed the Inspector-General

l ;
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to find a brother whom we all love and bring him to this hall that we 
might hear whatever message he has to bring us. I think if the Inspec­
tor-General were to try to find him at this moment, he would be 
successful; and as we have a few moments of time now we would 
like to see that brother and hear him. I trust that the motion to take 
recess, now before the Commnndery-in-Chief, may be held in abeyance 
for a moment.

Adjutant-General Abbott: Commander, I withdraw my motion for 
the specific purpose referred to by Brother Parkinson.

The Commander-iu-Chief: The Inspector-General will conduct 
Past Commauder-in-Chief Darling to the platform.

Brothers, when I directed the Inspector-General to look for and 
escort to this platform Past Commander-in-Chief Darling, and he 
failed to fiud him, it occurred to the Chair that perhaps Brother 
Darling had forgotten the password and countersign, and could not 
get into the hall; [Laughter] but he is here now and we shall keep 
him. I have the distinguished honor and pleasure of presenting Past 
Commander-in-Chief Charles K. Darling. [Applause.]

PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF DARLING’S ADDRESS.

PastCommauder-in-Cliief Darling: Commander-in-Chief Shepard, 
and Brothers of the Encampment, I shall keep you but a moment, I 
assure you, because I know you all want to get away. I come to you 
from the grand Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic at 
Philadelphia, where I was for four days, with the noise of the bands 
still ringing in my ears, and the fact still in my mind, that forty years 
after the war, a parade of the veterans of the Grand Army of the 
Republic took something like six hours to pass a given point. Well, 
of course that army is moving toward the grand beyond, yet we must 
all bear in mind, that today there is still a great degree of activity left 
in its membership. When I come out here to this other Encampment 
of young men, of the vigorous, active men of this Order, I see, of 
course, a great difference' between the two bodies ; but I will not dwell 
upon that, because its contemplation brings to us all a feeling of sad­
ness and sorrow, that the ranks of the old soldiers are thinning out so 
rapidly and that their step on the march is growiug more feeble and 
infirm.

:
j

The thing which after all I wanted to say to you is this: As I sat 
in my tent about this time last summer, down in the mountains of 
Porto Rico, looking out upon a scene which, I am bound to say, was 
not very unlike the picture behind me, for nearly in front of my tent 
were three palms, almost identical with those which you see there, and 
the mountains in the background,— possibly the scene was painted for 
the occasion — as I sat there my thoughts were of this Order. I knew 
the Encampment was coming on. I knew I could not get away. I 
knew that I would not be at the Encampment. I had a half-written 
report which I hoped to send out by the next pack-mule train that 
started to the sea coast, fifty miles away. I knew it could probably 
not reach you in time, and later because it could not, it was not sent.

■!
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I ask you to believe that the tears rau down my cheeks as I thought of 
you boys at Omaha, and that perhaps you might have forgotten me, or 
think your Commauder-in-Ckief had forgotten you. So I sent by a 
first lieutenant of the 7th cavalry down the trail, over the mountains, 
tweut3r-five miles, a message to be telegraphed from there to Ponce, 
that it might be sent by cable to you, and when twenty-four hours later 
your greeting came up over the mountain trail, a little piece of paper 
about as large as that, I knew that what I feared was not true; and 
when I came here and looked one brother after another in the eye, and 
shook each by the hand, my heart thrilled with gladness, because I 
realized, more forcibly than ever, that the thing which I feared last 
summer might happen, had not happened, and never could happen. 
[Applause.]

I am going to tell you frankly and honestly that in the early part 
of last summer, I was face to face with a situation which kept me 
awake many a night, with a question that had to be decided, a question 
which I was more than anxious to decide rightly, and that was what 
was the proper thing for me to do; and I come to you today — although 
there may be some difference of opiuion — I come to you today with the 
belief that after all the event has proved that the right thing was done 
in connection with the Sons of Veterans and the Spanish-American 
AVar. Because, however much we might have wished to raise a regi­
ment, or a company, or a brigade, or an army corps, out of our mem­
bership, 1 believe it could not have been done, at least under the 
Commander-in-Chicf whom you had elected. Possibly had you had 
some one else at the head of the Order, some one with more ability as 
an organizer, he might have rushed in and taken this Order iu, as was 
done, you will remember, in the case of one particular organization 
with a man at its head who occupied at that time a high official and public 
position, and who was able to push that volunteer organization straight 
to the front, side b}r side with the regulars in Cuba. It might have 
been done, but I frankly admit that I could not do it, and in the orders 
which I gave out, you will remember, I turned the membership of this 
Order loose, so to speak, to rush in, to join such organizations as they 
saAv fit. I believe that was the proper thing to do, although I know 
there arc some here who may disagree with me.

Now, 1 have talked longer than I intended. I am glad I came 
out here. I assure you that my service at the front, such as it may 
have been, has only increased m37 love for this Order and for the Grand 
Army of the Republic, from the members of which we derive our rights 
and principles. 1 believe that we have a splendid Encampment here; 
that the Order is going forward and in the future it will be fouud, as 
it has been in the past, one of the grandest, one of the best, and one 
of the noblest institutions which make for patriotism in this country. 
[Applause.]

The Adjutant-General: I now renew my motion that the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief take recess until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

The motion was agreed to aud the Commandery-in-Chief took 
recess until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.

i
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SATURDAY —MORNING SESSION.

Saturday, Sept. 9, 1899. 9 o’clock a.m.
The Commandery-in-Chief met pursuant to adjournment.
The Connnauder-in-Chief: The Commandery-in-Chief will come to

The Inspector-General reported all present entitled to remain.
The Commander-in-Chief: I will appoint Reverend Brother 

Macurdy to act as Chaplain-in-Chief, pro tem. The Adjutant-General 
will proceed with the call of the roll of this Eucampment.

C. J. Deckman of Ohio: Commander, I move that the calling of 
the roll be dispensed with this morning.

Isaac Cutter of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

EIGHTEENTH AXXUAL EXCAMPMEXT.

•order.

.

i III
CONGRATULATORY telegrams.

Commander-in-Chief: The Adjutant-General has several commu­
nications upon his desk which I will ask him to read at this time.

The Adjutant-General read the following communications:

Colorado Springs, Col., Sept. S, 1800.
Frank L. Shepard,

Commander-in-Chiefs Eons of Veterans,
Detroit, Mich.

Colorado Division sends greetings to the National Encampment■

! G. S. Milonis, Commander.

Philadelphia, I’a., Sept. S, 1800.
1:1! !! Frank L. Shepard,

Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, 
Detroit, Midi.

Greetings duly extended to G.A.R. and W.ll.C!! T. A. Barton, for Committee.

y San Francisco, Cal., Sept. 7, 1800.
Gen. Frank L. Shepard,

Commander-in-Chief\ Sons of Veterans,
Detroit, Mich.

California sends greeting, and pledges increase of membership.
Harry T. Moore, Division Commander.

s. OF V. AND G.A.R.

The Commander-in-Chief: While we are waiting for reports from 
the regular committees I will call upon Major Reed to report upon the 
work done by the Sons of Veterans for the Grand Army of the 
Republic.

MAJOR REED’S ADDRESS.
Major Reed of Pennsylvania: Commander-in-Chief and Brothers, 

I am glad of the opportunity to place on record what was done by the 
Sons of Veterans at the Thirty-third Annual Encampment of the Grand 
Army of the Republic.
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When we first learned that the Encampment of the Grand Army 
of the Republic was to be held in our city, we determined to do what 
was possible to make their sojourn pleasant, and at the same time 
advertise the Order of Sons of Veterans. Several of the brothers,, 
myself included, were appointed on the general committee of the 
G.A.R. At one of the early meetings of the committee, we made an 
application for a place iu the line of parade. This proposition met 
with a very unexpected objection from some of the G.A.R. comrades, 
some saying: “This is a parade of the G.A.R. men, no boys are 
wanted.” But by judicious management and persistent efforts on the 
part of some of the brothers, notably Brothers McNulty, Orr, Hughes, 
Tawney, Wagner, Curry and others, assisted by the kindly interest of 
General Wagner, General Bcath and others, we finally secured an 
invitation for the First Regiment, Sons of Veterans Reserve, to escort 
the Department of Pennsylvania, provided the regiment would go into 
camp at Camp Sexton in Fairmount Park and guard the Camp during 
the time the G.A.R. were there. The invitation was accepted and the 
officers and men of the First Regiment, S.V.R., went to work with a 
will to make the necessary arrangements. The regiment is equipped 
according to the latest U.S. Army regulations, everything having been 
bought and paid for by the members. We paraded a strength of 
hundred and sixty-five men; the conduct, drill and appearance of the 
regiment was first class, as the handsome and deserved compliments of 
the President of the United States, officers of the regular army, 
G.A.R., committee and citizens, amply testify. We have had regular 
troops, national guards and other military organizations, encamped 
in the Park ; and the citizens living in that vicinity aud the thousands 
visiting the Camps during that time, testify that the First Regiment, 
Sous of Veterans Reserve, is the only organization of which no complaint 
was made. Never a woman was insulted, no private property destroyed, 
and no rude conduct to point the way to the “ Guard House.” 
[Applause.] Though the men composing the regiment were the most 
intimate friends, one being a private in the ranks, the other wearing 
the shoulder strap, no greater display of military discipline was 
shown. Past Conunander-in-Chief Darling witnessed the parade: and I 
am sure he will agree with me, when 1 say, our regiment, on that Sep­
tember morning, on Broad St., received a more than flattering reception 
from the assembled thousands. We received congratulations on every 
hand, and men competent to judge of military merit, tell us that no 
better looking, more soldierly soldiers ever paraded in the honored 
uniform of the army. President McKinley told General Wagner that 
“ they were a credit to their fathers and to the nation.” 1 am glad ot 
the opportunity, to place on record these facts, facts that stand out as 
living testimonials to the worth and patriotic pride of the Sons of 
Veterans; facts that prove that we are no longer “ boys,” but men, 
men who understand and appreciate that glorious record of those men 
who by the greatest heroism and sacrifice, hallowed the close of the 
nation’s ceutury, as the fathers of the Revolution sanctified its dawn.

At the breaking out of the Spanish-American War, this regiment 
the very first to offer its services to the President. [Applause.]
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Governor Hastings ordered the regiment out for inspection by the 
Inspector-General: and twenty-four hours from the reception of said 
order, we paraded a full strength of 1,385 armed and equipped men 
ready for active service in the field. [Applause.] The war was too 
soon over, the National Guard move than filling the quota required 
from our State; we were therefore unable to see active service, but 
they stand as an example of what may be expected of this Order of 
Sons of Veterans, and should the time ever come that they be called 
upon to preserve the liberty which was preserved by our fathers’ valor, 
they will answer, every man, “ Here.” [Applause.]

The Commauder-iu-Chief: On behalf of the Encampment I desire 
to say that we are very much obliged to Major Reed for his report.

Is the Chairman of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations present? Apparently not. Is the chairman of the Com­
mittee on Resolutions present?

W. Y. Morgan of Kansas: Yes, Commander.
The Commander-m-Chief: Has the committee any further report 

to make ?
W. Y. Morgan of Kansas: Commander, we have a resolution 

which should properly go to the Committee on Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations. It does not belong with the Committee on Resolutions.

The Commander-in-Chief: It will be so referred. Senior Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief Cox will assume command.

The Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief: Past Commander Church 
of Illinois has something to say to the Encampment.

PRESENTATION OF PORTRAIT OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF SHEPARD.

William T. Church of Illinois: Commander aud Brothers of the 
Encampment: I suppose you have all learned by this time that we are 
liable to make mistakes, and in fact as sons of veterans we have to the 
fullest extent exercised that inalienable right of young America to 
make blunders as often as we choose; but I presume that wc are also 
very well satisfied in our own minds that when we have made errors we 
are willing to acknowledge them and rectify them so far as lies in our 
power; and again there comes to us times when we realize that although 
we have, in exuberance, coasted the rainbow of youth and searched 
for the treasure that is supposed to lie hidden in its bright depths, still 
we have achieved results that have been highly gratifying to all of us; 
there have been times when fortune has enabled us to act with some 
wisdom, to direct our course with some knowledge of the requirements 
of the hour and the needs of the future,, so that we can take to ourselves 
some satisfaction for some few actions in our career. It was the pleas­
ure of the Illinois delegation at the Encampment of the Commandery- 
in-Chief at Omaha to present for the highest office within the gift of 
this Order the name of one who had long been honored in our own Di­
vision, and at that time to make representations as to his character and 
qualifications which were known to most of you as well as to the mem­
bers of that Division; and it is with great gratification today that we 
find, after the service of a year, a year which has been full of great
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events both in this Order and in the affairs of the Government we love 
so well, a year that has added new glory to that flag which our fathers 
saved for a great united country, a year that has placed the American 
nation on record as the champion of the cause of humanity throughout 
the world, it is with great satisfaction I say, that we, the brothers of the 
Illinois Division, find today the brothers of this Encampment endorsing 
the sentiments which we expressed at that time in reference to the man 
whom we preferred for the ollice of Commander-in-Chief of this body.

There hang in the halls of memory many images and many objects, 
many portraits that are dear to us all. We are delighted at times to 
renew those incidents and places and scenes in which we have been 
active in the past, and in accordance with the custom, that opportunity 
may be given to those who shall serve this Order in the future to re­
member one Avho has served you long and faithfully, the Illinois Divi­
sion at this time desires me 10 present to the Encampment the portrait 
of one whom it has delighted to honor, Commander-in-Chief Frank L. 
Shepard [Applause] ; and on behalf of my Division I tender you this 
portrait of our present Commander-in-Chief. [Applause.]

ACCEPTANCE UY PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF DARLING.

Charles K. Darling of Massachusetts: Commander-in-Chief, on 
behalf of the Commaudcry-iu-Chief I will say that we accept the por­
trait of Commandcr-in-Chief Shepard with great pleasure, and it will 
hang with the other illustrious Past Commanders-in-Chief in the office 
of the Adjutant-General or Quartermaster-General. I am sure I speak 
the mind of every brother here when I say that no Commander-in-Chief 
has ever gone out of ollice with the united support and best wishes of 
every member of the Commandcry-iu-Chief more completely than the 
present incumbent of ollice. It is a great thing to be Commander-in- 
Chief of this Order of the Sons of Veterans. It is a great thing to be 
Commander-in-Chief of an Order which could turn out, as I have heard 
reference made to it this morning as I game into the hall, which could 
turn out such a regiment as the Sons of Veterans did to march up Broad 
Street in Philadelphia in the Grand Army parade. [Applause.] I 
heartily endorse all that was said by our brother from Pennsylvania 
regarding that regiment, and not only was it possible to have that regi­
ment but it was possible, I believe, in this Order to have had ten, fifteen 
or twenty such regiments; and the man who stands at the head of an 
Order capable of putting into the. field or into the service a body of 
men like that, occupies one of the grandest and highest positions in this 
land. But not only that. When we consider the other features of the 
Order, the possibilities of this Order, the grand things which it has doue 
in the past and the still grander things which it will do in the future, 
l say the position of Commauder-iu-Chief of such an Order is one of the 
proudest which auy man could hold in this country, and Frank L. Shep­
ard during the past year has filled the bill. That is all I need to say. 
We all wish him in future years health, prosperity and happiness. 
[Applause.]
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OX CONSTITUTIONS, ltUI-ES AND REGULATIONS.

James W. Noel, Chairman of the Committee on Constitutions, 
Rules and Regulations, submitted and read the following report: —

To the Officers and Members of the Eighteenth Annual Encampment, 
Sons of Veterans, (J.S.A.: —

The Committee on C., R. and R. beg to submit the following 
report: —

We approve of the recommendation of the Commander-in-Chief 
concerning the organization of State Camps having a membership coin­
cident with the State or Division, and which will conserve the best 
interests of the Order, but we believe the law of the Order, without 
amendment, gives sufficient latitude for such organizations, so as to 
permit*them to organize and govern themselves within the Constitu­
tions, Rules and Regulations, and yet to take the rank of Camps in the 
organic body of our Order. While we agree with the Commander-in- 
Chief as to the results to be obtained, we do not believe that further 
legislation is necessary to bring about the result, but we do believe 
that such legislation might destroy the classification of the Order, and 
make too wide a departure from the original system.

We concur in the recommendation of the Adjutant-General, that 
if a Camp Captain permits his Camp to become suspended, and to 
remain suspended until the end of his term, he shall not be entitled to 
past rank, and we recommend that the C., R. and R. be amended, by 
the addition of a new section numbered Section G to Article IV., 
Chapter V., as follows : —

Section G. If a Division Commander or a Camp Captain permits his 
Division or Camp to be suspended and remain suspended until the expiration 
of the term for which he is elected, he shall not be cutitled to past rank.

We also approve the recommendation of the Adjutant-General 
that the expenditures of the Division in the payment of salaries and for 
clerical help of the Division should not exceed a certain per cent of 
the funds legitimately belonging to the Division, and we recommend 
that the Constitution, Rules and Regulations be amended by number­
ing the one section under Article VIII., of Chapter V., Section 1, and 
adding a new section, No. 2, as follows: —

Section 2. The expenses of a Division for salaries and clerical help 
shall not exceed fifty per cent of the total amount of per capita tax collected.

The petition from the Massachusetts Division that power be 
delegated to Division Commanders to proceed against a Camp and that 
the Commanders may transfer a brother to another Camp so that he 
may retain his standing and the incorrigibles of the Camp be suspended 
and go with the Camp itself, is concurred in, and the committee believe 
that the result can best be obtained by amending Section 4, Article IV., 
Chapter II., of the C., R. and R. by adding after the word “dis­
banded,” in line one of that section, the words “or suspended,” and 
by adding after the word “dissolution” in the third, line, the words 
“ or suspension.”
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The committee have received many applications for changes of the 
Constitution. They have examined these and considered them at much 
length, and with an eye single to the good of the Order, such recom­
mendations have not been concurred in, and to conserve the time of 
this Encampment specific mention has not been made of them in this 
report. The actiou of the committee has in all of these cases been 
unanimous, and it has adhered to the belief that the organic law of the 
Order should receive only such amendment as great exigency may 
require.

i

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) W. Scott Obekdork, 

Wm. T. Church,
James W. Noel, 
Frederic E. Carpenter, 
Henry G. Thomas,

Committee.
E. W. Estes of New York: Commander, I move the adoption of 

the report as a whole.
James Lewis Rake of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move that the 

report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations be 
considered section by section.

George I-I. Bailey of New Jersey: Commander, I second the
motion. i i

E. H. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move an amendment to the 
motion that in the discussion all remarks be limited to two minutes for 
each speaker.

Harry Rosenhaupt of Washington: Commander, I second the 
amendment.

James Lewis Rake of Pennsylvania: I will, with the cousent of 
my second, accept the amendment.

E. W. Estes of New York: Commander, I move as a substitute 
motion that the Commandery approve of the entire report of the 
mittee with the exception of that part of it which pertains to Division 
expenses. I suppose we are united on the rest of the report.

The substitute motion was seconded.
The Chair put the question on the substitute motion and the substi­

tute motion was agreed to.
The Commandcr-in-Chief: The chairman of the committee will 

now read the section in reference to Division expenses which was 
accepted in Brother Estes’ substitute motion to adopt the report of the 
committee.

Chairman Noel read the section referred to as follows: —

.

! 1com-
■

ill I
“We also approve the recommendation of the Adjutant-General that the 

expenditures of the Division in the payment of salaries and for clerical help of 
the Division should not exceed a certain per cent of the funds legitimately 
belonging to the Division, and we recommend that the Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations be amended by numbering the one section under Article VIII, of 
Chapter V., Section 1, and adding a new Section No. 2, as follows: —

“Section 2. The expenses of a Division for salaries aud clerical help 
shall not exceed fifty per cent of the total amount of per capita tax collected.”

9
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H. H. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move that that 
section of the report of the committee be not concurred in.

The motion was seconded.
After discussion: —
F. C. Stilson of Michigan: Commander, I move the previous

question.
J. E. Haycraft of Minnesota: Commander, I second the motion.
Senior Vice-Commauder-in-Chief: (in command) : The previous 

question has been moved and seconded. The question is, Shall the 
main question be now put? Those in favor of the motion will say 
“Aye.” Those opposed “No.” The ayes have it and the previous 
question is ordered. The question now is on the motion that the 
recommendation contained in the report of the committee be not con­
curred in. Those in favor of the motion will so signify by saying 
“Aye.” Those opposed “No.” The ayes have it. [Cries of 
“Division,” “ Division.”] In the opinion of the Chair the ayes have 
it. [Cries of “Division,” “Division.”] A division is called for. 
Those in favor of the motiou will please rise and stand until counted. 
The Adjutant-General will count. Be seated. Those opposed please 
rise.

The Adjutant-General reported sixty-seven voting in the affirma­
tive and thirty-three in the negative.

The Senior Vice-Commauder-in-Chief: Sixty-seven members vot­
ing aye and thirty-three voting no. It is the opinion of the Chair that 
the ayes have it. The ayes have it and the recommendation of the 
committee is not concurred in.

[

CONCERNING ROND OF DIVISION COMMANDERS.

Edgar Allan Jr. of Maryland: Commander, the Division of 
Maryland had a resolution before the committee which 1 understand is 
not reported by the committee. The resolution from our Division is in 
the line along which this Encampment has been moving, and I under­
stand it has been overruled by the committee. I would like to bring 
it before the Encampment and have the Encampment take some action 
upon it. It is a resolution makiug the boud of Division Commanders 
not less than live hundred dollars nor more than two thousand dollars, 
and giving the Division Council the right to fix it.

I-I. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, as I understand it, Brother 
Allan offers this as an amendment to the report of the committee.

Edgar Allan of Maryland: Commander, we offer it that way, as 
an amendment to the report of the committee. I will read it. The 
resolution is as follows : —

A RESOLUTION TO AMEND SECTION 7, ARTICLE VII., CHAPTER V., C., R. AND R-

That the Commander of each Division shall within thirty days from the 
date of his installation {five bond in the sum of two thousand dollars (§2,000) 
unless a greater sura,” etc., Inasmuch as the Maryland Division shows this 
amount to be excessive, when taking into consideration the value of the 
properties and moneys in its possession; and

Whereas, The Division Quartermaster is by Section 3 of the same article, 
required to give bond to the Division Commander in the sum of one thousand s
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dollars (§1,000) which bond is full and sufficient surety for the property 
belonging to and handled by the Maryland Division; be it therefore

Resolved, That the words “ or lesser ” be inserted after the word “ greater " 
in the 4th line of Section 7, Article VII., Chapter V. Also after the word 
“bond” first used on the 8th line of said section, to insert the words “ but in 
no case shall the said bond be less than the sum of five hundred dollars.”

I move the adoption of that resolution, Commander, as an amend­
ment to the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules aud Regu­
lations.

The motion was seconded.
The Chair put the question on the amendment to the report of the 

committee moved by Brother Allan of Maryland and the amendment 
was rejected.

The Commander-in-Chicf: The question is now on the adoption 
of the report of the committee as a whole with the exception of the 
clause rejected, in other words, as amended.

The Chair put the question on the adoption of the report of the 
committee as amended and the motion was agreed to and the report of 
the committee as amended adopted.

James W. Noel of Indiana: 1 move that the committee be
discharged.

The Commander-iu-Chief: With the thanks of the Commandery.
The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to aud the committee discharged with the 

thanks of the Commandery.
William E. Bundy of Ohio: Commauder, I move the reconsidera­

tion of the vote by which the report of the Committee on Constitution, 
Rules and Regulations as amended was adopted.

E. B. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
II. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I move to lay that motion 

on the table.
J. D. Rowcn of Iowa: Commander, I second that motion.
The Chair put the question on the motion to lay on the table aud 

the motion was agreed to.
The Commander-in-Chicf: The Adjutant-General desires to speak 

of a matter of some interest to this Encampment.
The Adjutant-General: Commander, it is a matter that possibly 

should have been referred to in my report but I did not know just how 
to handle it and for that reason I did not put it in. Some time ago, 
you will remember, we were appealed to by a monument committee, a 
committee for the erection of a national monument, or something of that 
kind, in New York City; we were applied to for donations, and it was 
provided that the societies donating, or a list of the donors and the em­
blems of the society donating, should be placed in a conspicuous position 
on the monument. This movement was for the purpose of erecting a 
monument to the memory of the soldiers who died in the Spanisk- 
American War, and as the Order of the Sous of Veterans lost some 
forty brothers in that war, the Commander-in-Chicf applied to the 
Order, as you will recollect, and papers were sent out. For some reason 
or other there was very little response. In fact but two Camps, the

ij
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Camp at Manistique, in the Division of Michigan and Logan Camp 
of Colorado Springs, of Colorado. The Camp at Manistique con­
tributed forty odd dollars aud the other Camp I referred to contributed 
ten dollars, and the ten dollars in the form of a draft is in the strong 
box of the Adjutant-General in Chicago subject to the will of this En­
campment. The forty-two dollars is left in the hands of the Comman­
der of the Michigan Division, where it still remains. We have not de­
termined whether we would call for'it or not. The response was so 
small that it was a question whether we should take any action in regard 
to the matter. It is now presented to this Encampment for them to 
make some recommendation as to what disposition should be made of 
this money.

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move that the donations be 
returned to the donors, with the thanks of the Commandery-iu-Chief.

C. T. Oruer of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
The Chair put the question on the motion, and the motion was 

agreed to.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

The Commander-in-Chief: The Chair is informed that the Com­
mittee on Resolutions has a supplementary report to make on a resolu­
tion submitted by the Division of Maine.

Chairman Morgan of the Committee on Resolutions submitted the 
following supplementary report: —

CONCERNING FRANK P. MERRILL OF MAINE. „

To the Eighteenth Annual Encampment Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.:
Your Committee on Resolutions begs to report recommending the 

adoption of the following resolution submitted by the Maine Division.
Resolved, That faithful and honorable service in the interests of 

our Order is worthy of the highest recognition. We therefore urge on 
the Commandery-in-Chief our desire to accord to a brother of the Maiue 
Division, Past Commander-in-Chief Frank P. Merrill, the honors of 
Past Division Commander, as he relinquished the position to accept the 
higher and more responsible duties of Commander-in-Chief in the early 
days of our Order.

The committee concurs in the resolution, and moves its adoption.
The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to and the rank of Past Division Com­

mander was accorded to Past Commander-in-Chief Frank P. Merrill of 
Maine.

W. Y. Morgan of Kansas: Now, Commander, I move that the 
Committee on Resolutions be discharged.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

CONSTITUTIONAL LIFE MEMBERS ELECTED.

William T. Church of Illinois: Commander, I desire to move that 
the Commandery-in-Chief suspend Section 5, Article II, page 36 of the



I

!PAST BANK GONFEBBED UPON MAJOB BEED. 133

Constitution, Rules and Regulations; and that Isaac Cutter of Camp 4 
of the Division of Illinois be elected a constitutional life member of 
this body.

William G. Dustin of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
Leonard C. Couch of Massachusetts: Commander, I desire to make 

the point of order that we cannot constitutionally elect a constitutional 
life member in this manner.

The Commander-iu-Chief: (Having resumed command) The Chair 
holds the point of order to be not well taken, the motion being to sus­
pend the constitutional provision on the subject.

Isaac Cutter of Illinois, E. C. Parkinson of New York, Columbus 
Borin of Kansas and Harold C. Megrew of Indiana were nominated for 
constitutional life members of the Commandery-in-Chicf. In each case 
the motion was made to suspend the Constitution, Rules and Regula­
tions, and after much discussion they were severally elected, the 
constitution being suspended and the members elected by the required 
majorities of members of the Comniandery-in-Chief accredited as 
present and entitled to vote.

RANK OK PAST COMM AND KU-IN-C111E F CONFERRED LTON R. M. ,J. REED
OF PENNSYLVANIA.

i

II. II. Ilammar of Pennsylvania: Commander-iu-Chief, I desire 
to move that the rules be suspended and that the rank of Past Com- 
mander-in-Chief be conferred upon Maj. R. M. .1. Reed of Philadel­
phia, Pa­

ll. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I second that motion. 
James Lewis Rake of Pennsylvania: Commander-in-Ckief and 

Brothers, it is not my intention to detain the Encampment more than 
a moment, but on behalf of the Pennsylvania Division and Brother 
Reed, I want to say just a word or two.

It has been generally stated and understood that our late brother 
Maj. A. P. Davis was the father of this Order. While Brother 
Davis was alive it was not necessary to correct that statement and 
that understanding, and now it is not desired to take one bit of credit 
from Major Davis in connection with his labors for this Order, but the 
truth of history is important, and it is now time that an error of history 
that has long been permitted to stand should be corrected, for Major 
Reed was active in the work of the Order at a time when no less than 
sixteen Camps existed in a regular way under the authority of a bowa 
fide Division organization, all antedating the formation of Major 
Davis’ Camp by various periods up to fourteen months.

I have in custody the records of the Adjutaut and the Quartermas­
ter of the Pennsylvania Division that conclusively prove this. There 
were sixteen Camps in the eastern Division of Pennsylvania doing busi­
ness at regular stands, thoroughly equipped, and probably outnum­
bering in every respect any other Camps in existence. With Generals 
William E. W. Ross of Baltimore, Rodrigo Bangs and others, at the 
time consolidation was attempted he labored hard and earnestly to 
break the bone of contention. It is admitted by those who are familiar 
with the early history of this organization that the eastern Divisiou of
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Pennsylvania, to which I refer, was then in better condition in every 
respect than any one of the opposing forces. Major Reed sacrificed a 
position that was worth a great deal to him; he spent money and 
labored day and night to effect the agreement. I happen to be a living 
witness to the fact that through him, and through him alone, was the 
junction effected from which this organization sprung. We do not 
come here asking you to put an additional vote to the credit of the 
Pennsylvania Division. We do not come here asking you to do more 
thap you did when you granted to Maj. A. P. Davis the same honors. 
Major Reed today is accredited upon the roll of this Encampment with 
a voice and a vote. We simply desire in the correction of history that 
justice may be done to Major Reed. For one, I am utterly opposed to 
permitting this action to serve as a precedent, for any other man who is 
alive today who might ask a similar favor. The only man who is alive 
today who. might ask such a favor is General Ross, who is in an 
unfortunate positiou and physically unable to accept it; and if he were 
here he would say as much as I would for Major Reed. [Applause.] 

The Chair put the question on Brother Hammer’s motion, and the 
motion was agreed to.

SELECTION OF PLACE FOR IIOI.IJING NEXT ENCAMPMENT.

t 1

William E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, 1 now move that we 
proceed to the selection of a place for holding our next Encampment.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
Adjutant-General Abbott: Commander, I move that nomination 

speeches be limited to two minutes.
The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Adjutant-General will call the roll 

of the Divisions for the purpose of nominating cities from which the 
place of holding our next annual Encampment will be chosen.

The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Connecticut was called :

!
! 1

i
.

Edson S. Bishop of Connecticut: Commander, Connecticut yields 
her place to New York.

J. Frank Durston of New York: Commander, it is a well known 
fact so that it is probably unnecessary to state it again that the dele­
gates from the eastern part of this country have been traveling west­
ward for the past ten or twelve years. The brothers from the western 
Divisions have made the claim that they needed the Encampment, 
that they needed the encouragement and the stimulus that the National 
Encampment gave, and that the brothers of the eastern Divisions 
were much better able to pay their expenses going west than the 
brothers of the western Divisions were to pay theirs going cast. This 
was conceded very cheerfully and we have put up time and money com­
ing west. Now, the time has arrived when we ask you to come cast. 
The Division of New York, after having passed, as I say, through many 
trials, is now iu the position to offer you an ideal city in which to 
hold your Encampment, the city of Syracuse. The population is just

:■
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about right, 140,000. It is a city you will not be lost in and it 
occupies the exact geographical centre of the State. "We had during 
the past year over forty conventions and they were all well taken care 
of and we have between forty and fifty booked for next year. We 
have New York City so close that the delegates from the West can 
take in that great metropolis. We have two Camps with an active 
membership of seventy-live each. We entertained the New York 
Division in 1800 and in 1804, and we had three or four times the num­
ber present that the Commandery-in-Chief represents, and there never 
was a convention better handled or delegates better satisfied, 
have the two Belief Corps and a very nice Ladies’ Aid Society. We 
have twelve fine hotels there, just as good as those here, and a hundred 
smaller ones. We have three thousand members of the New York 
Division that will rally to the convention in a way that will surprise 
you. I have a number of letters here extending a most cordial invi­
tation, a telegram from the Chamber of Commerce, from Wood Post, 
from the Camps and from the Ladies’ Aid Society. You all know 
that Syracuse wants the next Encampment, and we present Syracuse 
entirely on its merits. [Applause.]

Brother Durston here read invitations from Lilly Post No. 60, and 
Hoot Post No. lot G.A.R. of Syracuse, from the Secretary of the 
Syracuse Chamber of Commerce, from James K. McGuire, Mayor of 
Syracuse, Lilly Post W.R.C., No. 172, L.A.S., No. 16, Merriam 
Camp No. 52, and Sniper Camp No. 1GG, Sons of Veterans, and Root 
Post W.R.C., No. 200.

The Adjutaut-General continued the calling of the roll.
When the Division of Illinois was reached :
Will C. Schneider of Illinois: Commander, Illinois desires to give 

way to Wisconsin.
W. J. Patton of Wisconsin: Commander, I am privileged to bear 

the invitation of Milwaukee to this Encampment. I will not detain 
you in describing the beauties of our city, you all know it, or know 
something of it; our miles of well-lighted, well-paved streets, the 
beautiful parks surrounding it on three sides with the lake on the east 
of us, affording unequalled facilities for boating and pleasure riding. 
I might say that just nineteen miles west of us is that beautiful water­
ing place Waukesha. I think if you will come next year, after attend­
ing the Encampment you will require a water cure. Come to 
Milwaukee and go out to the water cure at Waukesha at the close of 
the Encampment.

I have letters in my hand from T. J. Sullivan, secretary of the 
Business Men’s League; also from David S. Rose, Mayor of the city 
of Milwaukee, most earnestly inviting your presence. I cannot sa}T the 
many things 1 would like to say, descriptive of Milwaukee. It is in the 
centre of the country, convenient to Chicago; you can come around by 
the Lakes from Buffalo and cross Lake Michigan; you can come around 
the south end of Lake Michigan to Chicago from the south and 
from the west. You know that the lines of communication are all that 
you desire. One point I desire to emphasize is this : that next year the 
Grand Army of the Republic will meet in Chicago. Chicago is but two

We
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hours distant from Milwaukee. Members can attend the Encampment 
of the Grand Army of the Republic at Chicago and then come down to 
Milwaukee and transact the business of the Commandery-in-Chief of 
the Sons of Veterans. We get a one-cent rate next year from all over 
the country. There will be no trouble about rates, and the question 
of rates is a very important one to all of us. Those who attended the . 
Knoxville Encampment remember that the attendance upon our En­
campment touched high-water mark that year; that we had governors, 
and ex-governors and lieutenant-governors galore, and generals and 
lieutenant-generals and everything we wanted. Every train brought in 
some visiting governors, or generals, from all over the country. We 
elbowed with those great men until we thought we were great ourselves, 
and we will have the same chance at Milwaukee next year. Come to 
Milwaukee, brothers. [Applause.]

The Adjutant-General continued the calling of the roll. When 
the Division of Ohio was called :

A. E. B. Stephens of Ohio: Commander, speaking for the repre­
sentatives of the Division of Ohio 1 desire to second the nomination of 
Syracuse, New York.

The Adjutant continued the calliug of the ro[l. When the Division 
of Washington was reached :

Harry Rosenhaupt of Washington : Commander, I desire to present 
the name of Spokane, Washington.

The, Adjutant-General continued the calliug of the roll. When 
the Division of Wisconsin was called :

E. T. Fairchild of Wisconsin: Commander, representing the 
Mayor of Milwaukee, I urge our claim for your next Encampment. We 
have never had it, you know. We want a chance to show you what 
Milwaukee hospitality is. There will be no police in the city duriug the 
convention. [Laughter.]

The Commnnder-in-Chief: The Adjutant will call the roll of Divi­
sions and Division Commanders will announce the vote of their Division 
on place of holding our next meeting.

The Adjutant-General called the roll and announced the result, for 
Syracuse seventy-five; for Milwaukee forty-live, the vote by Divisions 
being as follows:—

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.

.

i:

i I
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SYKACrSK. Milwaukkk.. Connecticut .
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas .
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
New Jersey
New York
Ohio
Pennsylvania .

I
•18
8

•I 1 1
1 3

i
2
•1

*11
:9
:2
l2

11
11

15
49 :15
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Syracusk. Milwaukee.
1Rhode Island 

South Dakota 
Washington 
Wisconsin 
Vermont

2
I

8
1

4575
SYRACUSE CHOSEN.

A. G. BrabancI of Wisconsin: Commander, I move that the Ad­
jutant-General cast the unanimous vote of this Encampment for Syracuse 
for the place of holding the National Encampment next year.

C. J. Post of Michigan: Commander, I second the motion.
The Chair put the question on the motion, and the motion was 

agreed to.
The Adjutant-General: In accordance with the action just taken 

by the Commandery I hereby cast one hundred and twenty votes for 
Syracuse, New York, as the place for holding the next annual Encamp­
ment.

The Commander-in-Chief: One hundred and twenty votes having 
been cast for Syracuse, the Chair declares Syracuse, New York, duly 
selected as the place for holding the next annual Encampment.

W. S. Oberdorf of New York: Commander, in behalf of the Divi­
sion of New York I desire to thank the Commandery-in-Chief for its 
kindness. Syracuse is known in the Empire State as the City of Salt, 
and I am sure that you will go away from that beautiful place with the 
idea that not only is it a city of salt, but that the hospitality of the 
Sons of Veterans there is the salt of the earth. [Applause.]

REPORT OF COUNCIL-IN-C11IEF CONCURRED IN.
The Chair is informed that the report of the Council-in-Chief read 

yesterday was not passed upon. A motion to adopt the report of the 
Council-in-Chief would be in order.

11. V. Spcelman of Ohio: Commander, I move that the report of 
the Couucil-iu-Chief as read yesterday be adopted, and that the recom­
mendations contained therein be concurred in.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
W. J. Patton of Wisconsin: Commander, I move that we proceed 

to the nomination and election of ollicers.
F. C. Stillson of Michigan: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
George K. Cogshall of Michigan: Commander, I move you that 

nominating speeches be limited to two minutes.
The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Adjutaut-General will call the roll 

of Divisions for nominations for Commander-in-Chief.
The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll.
When the Division of Illinois was reached:

;
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! ■Will C. Schneider of Illinois: Commander, Illinois gives way to 
Ohio.

William E. Bundy of Ohio •. Commauder-iu-Chief, on behalf of 
the Division of Ohio, as endorsed by the Encampment at Columbus, 
unanimously, I present for your consideration one who needs no enco­
mium at my hand, one who is known throughout the Order as well as in 
the State where he lives outside of .this organization for his ability, his 
strength of character, his honesty of purpose and for his fidelity to any 
duty that may be imposed upon him. It is scarcely necessary to men­
tion his name; you all recognize him. I nominate Past Commauder 
Asa W. Jones of Ohio for Commander-in-Chief. [Applause.]

ASA W. JOKES OK OHIO ELECTED COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

James W. Noel of Indiana: Commauder, I desire to move that 
the further call of the roll be dispensed with, the rules suspended and 
the Adjutant-General instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of this 
Encampment for Asa W. Jones of Ohio, for Commander-in-Chief.

S. S. Horn of Pennsylvania: Commander, the Pennsylvania 
Division wants to go on record as seconding that motion.

The Chair put the question on the motiou, and it was agreed to, 
unanimously.

The Adjutant-General: In accordance with the action of the 
Encampment just taken I cast the one hundred and twenty-five votes 
of the Encampment for Asa W. Jones for Commander-in-Chief for the 
present year. [Cries of “Jones,” “Jones.”]

The Commander-in-Chief: Past Division Commander Asa W. 
Jones having received the unanimous vote of this Encampment for the 
office of Commauder-in-Chief, is hereby declared to be duly elected to 
that office for the ensuing year. I take pleasure in requesting Past 
Coinmander-iu-Chief Bundy and Past Commander-in-Chief Darling to 
escort the newly elected Commander-in-Chief to the platform.

The Commander-in-Chief elect was escorted to the platform by 
the committee appointed for that purpose.

The Commauder-in-Chief: Brothers, it is my supreme pleasure 
to present to you our newly elected Commander-in-Chief, Asa W. 
Jones of the Division of Ohio.

I'

i

ADDRESS OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ELECT JONES.

Commander-in-Chief elect Jones:
Brothers, for this distinguished mark of your favor I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. It is an honor that I appreciate and shall 
remember to my dying day; that here up in this beautiful city of 
Detroit, surrounded by my brothers, I have been unanimously elected 
to the highest office in your gift.

For a great many years I have been connected with associations 
of different kinds. I have belonged to other societies, my membership 
in which I prize highly. I belong to them because I believe that if 
there is anything good in this world we find it when we get together. 
I think that the great trouble with us Americans often when we get 
upon the rostrum and denounce somebody, is that we do not know that

Commander-in-Chief and
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somebody. Now, I am connected with the grand Masonic organiza­
tion of this country and of the world, and I have found pleasant 
associations in that organization. T have enjoyed my connection with 
it, but I enjoy it as a social organization. As such I love it. But 
when I get among my brothers of the Sous of Veterans, X find all that 
is there is here too, and \ find another thing. I find that I am with an 
organization that loves that old flag [Applause] aud I find that I am 
with an organization that sa}7s they will stand as our fathers stood and 
defend that (lag from foes without and foes within. X believe, I know, 
and I am glad to know, that I am with an organization that is perfectly 
willing that other nations shall understand, that when the map of the 
world is to be changed or affected, the United States is to be consulted 
upon the subject. [Applause.] I believe, too, that I am with an organ­
ization that says that where that old flag has been planted in its glory, 
by the might and power of the army and navy of the United States, it 
shall stand until the end of time. [Applause.]

My brothers, I will not stop to talk long upon these subjects. 
They are the ABC of this Order. Patriotism is written upon every 
page and on every breast and upon every heart in this Order, and we 
are standing for patriotism. [Applause.] I do not mean now to say an 
unkind word of those who met our fathers in battle array. I have in 
the past upon the rostrum spoken of them in terms that I never again 
shall repeat; never again shall those words escape my lips; and I 
shall cease to speak of them in that way because I find those grand ©Id 
patriotic men of the Grand Army of the Republic, and their sons in the 
Sons of Veterans have said to me, “We have taken them back, and 
they are our brothers in this grand confederacy, and they are standing 
shoulder to shoulder with us.” [Applause.]

I think the grandest thing that I have seen in a long time was 
when we said in the power, might and grandeur of this nation that the 
yoke of oppression should come off from the neck of Cuba. We raised 
up as one man aud said “ that shall be done.” Ohio alone didn’t say 
that. Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana alone didn’t say that, nor 
were they clutching at the throat of X’eunsylvania, and New York, and 
Illinois, and Ohio, and the other grand States of this Union. But 
every State stood shoulder to shoulder; man to man they stood up and 
said that old banner is our banner; it is our country and we will go 
with you as the Grand Army of the Republic. [Applause.]

Lee and Wheeler commanded Sons of Veterans, and Miles and 
Dewey and those other grand men commanded Sous of the Confederacy. 
Ah, they stood together as one man. [Applause.]

But the grandest tiling that 1 have seen in all this time came to me 
from a Grand Army man 1 know down in the city of Pittsburg, in that 
grand old State of Pennsylvania — pardon me if I repeat this incident 
because I believe it contains it all. A few days ago, or rather a few 
months ago at the annual banquet of the American Republican Club in 
the city of I>ittsburg, I had the honor as a member to be present. On 
that day our guests of honor were neither of them Republicans. They 

Admiral Schley and Major-General Wheeler, formerly of the 
Confederate service. I take it that at that banquet Republicanism was
were
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not the theme. It was patriotism. In the afternoon at the club room 
there was a reception not to hundreds, not to thousands, it was to tens 
of thousands. In the line of that reception was Admiral Schley first, 
General Wheeler next, and by good fortune, or rather the good fortune 
of some of my friends, 1 was permitted to stand in that line and receive 
those thousands that came up to do honor to those grand men, and as I 
saw that line being formed away back, I saw au old decrepit man, and 
upon his left breast was the honored emblem of the Grand Army of the 
Republic. I-Ie tottered as he came along down the line until he got 
hold of the hand of Admiral Schley and shook it with a warmth that 
said “ I love you, my dear friend.” He next grasped General Wheeler 
by the hand and shook it until you would have been willing to say 
General Wheeler was the best friend he had on earth; and then he 
came to me and grasping my hand, he said, “Jones, thirty-five years 
ago I tried to shoot that man,” and the tears trickled down his face and 
he said, “I am glad 1 didn’t shoot him, I am glad I didn’t get the 
opportunity; I think he is a grand man; he loves the old flag now as 
you and I loved it then, and I love him for that love.” That tells the 
whole story. It was the heart of the old soldier, the Grand Army man, 
that said, “ We take you back into our communion, General Wheeler,” 
and that great city of Pittsburg stood up to do honor to the man whose 
life twenty-five years ago would not have been safe upon the streets 
of Pittsburg. We are a united country, a grand country, the grandest 
in- the world, and we stand today where we dare say to all nations 
“When you propose to change the map of the world, ask the United 
States.”

Again, brothers and Commander-in-Chief, I thank you for the 
distinguished honor that you have conferred upon me, and while I can­
not promise to discharge my duty as faithfully, as efficiently as has 
been done in the past, I will simply say, my brothers, that I will do 
my best. [Applause.]

E. C. Parkinson of New York : Commander, I move we give three 
cheers for our Commander-in-Chief elect, Asa AY. Jones.

The Commander-in-Chief: It is not necessary to put that motion. 
[Cheers.]

J. D. Rowen of Iowa: Commander, I move that the Encampment 
do now take recess for an hour and thirty minutes.

The motion was not seconded.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Adjutant-General will now call the 

roll of Divisions for nominations for Senior Vicc-Commander-in-Chicf.
The Adjutant-General proceeded lo call the roll.
When the Division of Illinois was called :
AYill C. Schneider of Illinois : Commander, Illinois desires to give 

way to Pennsylvania.
James Lewis Rake of Pennsylvania : Commander, Pennsylvania 

will not detain you but half a minute to say that all any one need do 
to be impressed with the merits of the brother whom we shall present 
to occupy the second place in this Commandery-in-Chief during the 
ensuing year is to scan the pages of the proceedings of the various En­
campments of this Commandery-in-Chief; there will be found the

i
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recommendation of the brother whom we shall nominate; he is by no 
means a stranger to you, but one who has impressed himself upon those 
who have attended the various Encampments of the Commandery-in- 
Chief by his earnestness and fidelity, and one who is entitled to our 
respect and esteem; Pennsylvania desires to place in nomination for 
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, the name of Brother A. L. Sortor of 
Iowa. [Applause.]

A. L. Sortor of Iowa: Commander, with all due regard for the 
splendid honor and with gratitude to my Past Commander-in-Chief, I 
desire at this time, for the best interests of the Order, to have my name 
withdrawn as a candidate for this high and exalted position. As I under­
stand it, next year is to be a year of work. I understand that I am to- 
be detailed to assist in bringing to a climax a most important proposi­
tion that is nowr being considered by this Order. It is argued by my 
friends who have proposed 1113’ name for this position that it is not a 
working position, but I contend that it should be a working position, and 
I would not accept it and be a fifth wheel in this great machine. I ask 
the brother from Pennsylvania to withdraw my name as a candidate 
for this position, and allow me to exert my best efforts along the line 
which I have suggested, and that he present the name of someone who 
is not only more worthy, but who has more time to devote to this work.

A. L. SORTOR OF IOWA ELECTED SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

II. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I move that a further call 
of the roll be dispensed with, the rules suspended and that the Adjutant- 
General of this Encampment instructed to cast the vote of the Encamp­
ment for A. L. Sortor of Iowa for Senior Vice-Commauder-in-Chief.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to unanimously.
The Adjutant-General: Commander, in accordance with the action 

of the Commaudery-in-Chief just taken I cast the one hundred and 
twenty-five ballots of the Encampment for A. L. Sortor of Iowa, for 
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.

The Commander-in-Chief: Brother Sortor having received the 
unanimous vote of the Encampment, I declare him duly elected Senior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief of our Order for the ensuing year.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMITTEE ON MILITARY COLLEGE.

Allow me at this time to make the announcement of the committee 
which by direction of this Encampment I was to announce some time 
ago. The Committee on Military College was today appointed, or rather, 
continued, and the personnel is to be made up by the Commander-in- 
Chief. I reappoint Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief elect A. L. Sortor 
as chairman of the committee, to be assisted by the following members: 
II. E. Cowdin of Michigan, George E. Cox of Connecticut, William T. 
Church of Illinois, W. A. Morris of South Dakota. The Adjutant- 
General will call the roll of Divisions for nominations for Juuior Vice- 
Commandcr-iu-Chief.

The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
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When the Division of Connecticut was called :
Edson S. Bishop of Connecticut: Commander, Connecticut desires 

to give way to the Division of Michigan.
F. C. Stillsou of Michigan : Commander, the pleasant duty devolves 

upon me of placiug in nomination a brother of this Division for Junior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief. While the brother I shall name has not 
established a national reputation, yet the reputation he has gained in 
the Division of Michigan is a credit to himself aud a credit to the Order. 
On behalf of the Michigan delegation I nominate Walter L. Baynes as 
a candidate for Junior Vicc-Commander-in-Chief.

WALTER L. HAYNES ELECTED JUNIOR VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CIIIEF.

!

W. Y. Morgan of Kansas: Commander, I move that a further call 
of the roll of Divisions be dispensed with, that the rules be suspended 
and the Adjutant-General be instructed to cast the ballot of this Encamp­
ment for Walter L. Raynes of Michigan for Junior Vice-Commander-in- 
Chief.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to, unanimously.
The Adjutant-General: Commander, in obedience to the vote just 

taken I hereb}7 cast one hundred and twenty-live votes of this Com- 
mandcry-in-Chief for Walter L. Raynes of Michigan, for Junior Vicc- 
Commauder-in-Chief.

The Commander-in-Chief: Walter L. Raynes having received the 
unanimous vote of the Encampment I hereby declare him duly elected 
Junior Vice-Corn mauder-in-Chief for the ensuing year.

The next order of business is the election of Council-in-Chief.

i

;l
ELECTION OK COCNCIL-IN-CIIIEF.

I-I. V. Spcelman of Ohio: Commander, it affords me great pleasure 
at this time to present the name of a man who is well known to us all. 
On behalf of the Division of Ohio, 1 present the name of Past Cliap- 
lain-in-Chief, W. J. Patton of Wisconsin, for election as a member of 
the Council-in-Chief.

The nomination was seconded.
Newton J McGuire of Indiana: Commander, Indiana desires 

to place in nomination the name of James W. Noel of Indiana.
The nomination was seconded.
E. W. Estes of New York: Commander, I desire to place in nom­

ination the name of George II. Bailey of New Jersey.
The nomination was seconded.
A. L. Sortor of Iowa: Commander, I desire to present the name 

of Gen. George B. Abbott.
The nomination was seconded. #

ADJUTANT-GENERAL ABBOTT ELECTED A MEMBER OK THE COUNCIL-IN-
CHIEF.

William K. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, in accordance with pre­
cedent and realizing the necessity of having upon the Council-in-Chief 
•one of experience and one who is familiar with the affairs of the Order,

i



1

ELECTION OF COUNCIL-IN-CIIIEF. 143

iI move that the rules be suspended and that the Quartermaster-General 
he instructed to cast the uuanimous vote of this Encampment for Gen. 
George B. Abbott as a member of the Council-in-Chief. [Applause.]

F. C. Stillson of Michigan: Commander, I second that motion.
The motion was agreed to, unanimously.
The Quartermaster-General: Brothers, by your direction the 

Quartermaster-General casts the one hundred and twenty-five votes of 
this Encampment for the election of Past Commander-in-Chief and 
present Adjutant-General George B. Abbott as a member of the Coun- 
cil-in-Chief.

The Commander-in-Chief: Adjutant-General George B. Abbott 
having received the unanimous vote of the Encampment, I declare him 
duly elected a member of the Council-in-Chief for the ensuing year.

J. D. Swain of New York: Commander, T desire to place in nomi­
nation George B. Addington of New York.

The nomination was seconded.
W. Y. Morgan of Kansas: Commander, I desire to place in nomi­

nation the name of Brother A. II. Rawitzcr of Nebraska.
The nomination was seconded.
The Commander-in-Chief: If there are no further nominations the 

Chair will declare nominations for Council-in-Chief closed. 
Adjutant-General will proceed with the calliug of the roll, and the 
Divisions will vote for two members of the Council-in-Chief.

The Adjutant-General called the roll of Divisions and the result 
was as follows: —

i

The
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4•Connecticut...
Illinois...........
Indiana...........
Iowa..............
Kansas ...........
Maine.............
Maryland.......
Massachusetts
Michigan.......
Minnesota----
Missouri.........
Nebraska .......
New Jersey...
New York’----
Ohio..............
Pennsylvania . 
Rhode Island . 
South Dakota .
Vermont.......
Washington .. 
Wisconsin----
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The Commander-in-Chief: The vote stands, George II. Bailey of 
New Jersey, thirteen; A. H. Rawitzer of Nebraska, sixteen; James 
W. Noel of Indiana, twenty-five; George Addington of New York, 
ninety-one; AAr. J. Patton of AVisconsin, ninety-six. Brothers AAT. J. 
Patton and George Addingtou having received a majority of all the 
votes cast, are declared duly elected to serve as members of the Coun­
cil-in-Chief for the ensuing year. That concludes the election of 
officers. '

AVilliam E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, I move that the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief do now take recess until four o’clock p.m. to convene 
at that time for the installation of officers.

The motion was seconded.
The Commander-in-Chief: With the permission of the Encamp­

ment, as well as of the mover and seconder of that motion, before 
putting it I will call upon Brother McGuire, who has something to 
say to the Encampment.

I
'

■

PRESENTATION OF GAVEL.
Newton J. McGuire of Indiana: Commander, I want to present 

to the Commandery-in-Chief publicly what I have already presented to 
the Commander-in-Chief privately at the beginning of this Encamp­
ment. A few months ago, a very near friend and close neighbor of 
mine was honored with the position [of Quartermaster of the depot at 
Santiago de Cuba. He was there at the time that the war vessel Rcina 
Mercedes was sunk in the harbor. That is the only steamer, you 
know, that was saved out of the Spanish fleet that was sunk in 
Santiago harbor. This vessel was raised and sent to Newport News, 
and my very near friend, I-Iarry B. Snyder of Indianapolis, was kind 
and thoughtful enough to get a piece of wood from that vessel for a 
souvenir. He had a couple of gavels made out of it and one of them he 
sent to the Department of Indiana of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
and one of them he presented to me because he knew I was identified . 
with the Sons of Veterans. That gavel I presented to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief on the first day of our Encampment; but I want now 
to publicly acknowledge the gift and present it to the Encampment as 
evidencing the kindness and thoughtfulness of an old soldier, the hero 
of two wars, who has in his heart and soul the best interests of the 
Sons of Veterans; and who was kind enough to remember them when 
he was down in the Christo mountains and Santiago trying to escape 
the yellow fever. [Applause.]

The Commander-in-Chief: Past Commander McGuire, on behalf 
of the Commandery-in-Chief I thank you for this gavel. The Order 
will appreciate it because of the interest that centres in it, and I beg 
you to express the thanks of the Commandery-in-Chief to the donor of 
the same.

General Abbott, 1 believe, has a statement to make.

PHILIPPINE BANNER AND SPANISH BOAT FLAG.
Adjutant-General Abbott; Commander, the Captain of McKinley 

Camp of the Division of California, located in the Philippine Islands.
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has sent to the Commander of the Division of California, Col. Harry 
T. Moore, a Philippine banner and a Spanish boat flag. The boat flag 
had been captured by the Philippines, and the banner, together with 
the flag captured by them, was captured by our brothers in the United 
States service and sent to the Sons of Veterans of California to be 
kept. You will find a letter from David F. Morris to Col. Harry T. 
Moore, in the introduction to the roll of honor, referring to this flag 
and this banner, and the manner of their capture. They were taken 
from the Church of the Parish of San Roque, a few miles out of 
Manila, and were captured by a company composed almost exclusively 
of sons of veterans. J simply asked leave of the Division of Califor­
nia to bring them here as a further evidence of the valor of our 
brothers who are now engaged in the Pbilippino War. [Applause.]

RECESS UNTIL 4 O'CLOCK P.M.

William E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, I now renew my motion 
that the Commandery-in-Chief take recess until 4 o’clock p.m.

The motion was agreed to and the Commandery-in-Chief took 
recess until 4 o’clock p.m.

SATURDAY — AFTERNOON SESSION. ! 1
4 o’clock p.m.

The Commandery-in-Chief met pursuant to adjournment.
The Commander-in-Chief: The Commandery-in-Chief will come to

order.
The Inspector-General does not seem to be present. I will ask the 

Surgeon-General to act as Inspector-General, and Colonel Archer to act 
as Assistant Inspector-General. Brother Davis, will you please assist 
at the door and take the password and countersign as the members 
come in, and report if you arc satisfied that all present are entitled to 
remain.

Assistant Iuspector-General Archer: Commander-in-Chief, I am 
satisfied that all present are entitled to remain. ,

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS.
The Commander-in-Chief: The only further business before this 

Encampment is the installation of the newly elected officers. I have 
the honor to ask Past Commander-in-Chief James Lewis Rake to act as 
our 
chair.

installing officer. The Inspector-General will escort him to the

&Surgeon-General McDowell: Commander, I have the honor to 
present General Rake, who will act, under your appointment, as install­
ing officer.

The Commander-in-Chief: General Rake, I have the honor to pass 
over to you this gavel, the emblem of authority.

Installing Officer Rake: Adjutant-Geueral, you will call the roll of 
officers-elect, who, as their names are called, will rise, answer to their 
names and present themselves at the altar.

10
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Whereupon, the newly elected officers, with the exception of the 
Commauder-in-Chief elect, were installed in due form, and escorted to 
their several stations.

Installing Officer Rake: The Commander-in-Chief elect will please 
announce his staff.

Commander-in-Chief elect Jones: Installing Officer Rake, I am 
not prepared to name my staff completely to-day, but will have to 
ask brothers for a little indulgence as to time in the performance of 
that duty. The present Adjutant-General will continue to act as Adju­
tant-General until a further appointment is made. My Inspector-Gen­
eral will be Brother Alfred G. Loyd of Sharpsburg, Pa.; my Judge 
Advocate-General, F. T. F. Johnson of Maryland; Surgeon-General, 
C. W. Staples of Lyndonville, Vt. They are not present, and will be 
installed later.

Commander-in-Chief elect Jones 'was then duly installed and 
assumed command.

PUBLICATION OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

W. Y. Morgan of Kansas: Commander, before proceeding any 
further I would here move that the usual precedent be followed and 
that the Quartermaster-General be instructed to have prepared for dis­
tribution, at as early a date as possible, the usual number of printed 
copies of the proceedings of this Encampment.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES.

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move that the minutes of 
this Commandery-in-Chief, as recorded by the official stenographer, be 
approved without reading.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

PRESENTATION OF COMMANDKR-IN-CHIEF’s BADGE.

The Commander-in-Chief: Commander, I will ask Past Com- 
mander-iu-Chief Shepard to kindly come forward and receive, on 
behalf of the Commandery-in-Chief, the Past Commaudcr-in-Chiefs 
badge. It will be presented by Adjutant-General Abbott.

GENERAL ABBOTT’S PRESENTATION SPEECH.

General Abbott: Brother Shepard, on behalf of the Commandery- 
in-Chief aud on behalf of the members of this Order, a particularly 
pleasant duty falls to my lot; pleasant yet sad, for it marks the close 
of a year of most delightful official relation between you and me; yet 
it is a pleasure to present to you the badge that brings you into the 
family of Past Commandcrs-in-Chief, whose names have been so closely 
identified with the building up of this organization. You arc welcome to
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stand lip in line with Maccabe and Bundy, Rake and Darling and other 
brothers who have done so much for this organization. I could pass a 
good deal of time in going over and rehearsing what you have done, 
for no one understands more thoroughly than myself how completely 
you have filled the position of Commander-in-Chief, how loyal and how 
devoted you have been at all times to the Order, and to the brothers of 
the Order; and as an emblem and a token of your duty well performed, 
it is my privilege at this time to present to you the badge of a Past 
Commander-in-Chief. You have earned it by faithful service, and 
every brother rejoices that you are thus honored, and I, particularly 
and personally, feel that it is most worthily bestowed. General 
Shepard, I welcome you into the ranks of Past Commanders-in-Chief. 
[Applause.]

PAST COftMAXl>ER-lK-CHIEF SHEPARD’S RESPONSE.
Past Commander-in-Chief ShepardCommander-in-Chief, Brother 

Abbott and my Brothers of the Order, I had the presumption to assume 
that I would receive a decoration, the decoration of Past Commander- 
in-Chief, but I confess that I did not suppose the brothers were going to 
take from the sky the stars and set them in this circle of gold. To 
receive this emblem from this brotherhood would be a great honor to 
any one. It is certainly a very great honor to me. It is impossible 
for me to adequate!}’ express my appreciation of the honors conferred 
upon me, not only during the past year but during the previous years, 
and for this honor conferred upon me at this time. We have a friend­
ship, I believe, in the Order of Sons of Veterans that is not like that 
in any other organization. Many of us belong to other societies au<j 
other orders, but there is a peculiar aud lasting love and affection that 
belongs particularly to the Order of the Sons of Veterans. It is impos­
sible for me, as I said, to adequately respond to this bestowal that has 
come to me from you, my brothers. I can only wish that the friend­
ships we have formed through our efforts for the organization of the 
Sons of Veterans will last through life, that close friendship that I 
have referred to, that affection for the organization and for 
another, that friendship which it seems to me is the only artist that can 
strew the weary walks of life with the flowers of joy and happiness; 
and it is my wish for all of us that when we reach the sundown side of 
our lives, that friendship may still be green aud fair; and we may still 
feel that same love and affection for one another. I thauk you, brothers, 
from the bottom of my heart. [Applause.]

Commander-in-Chief Jones: Brothers, before we proceed to close 
I want to say one word, and I do not propose to take your time but for 
a momeut. I know that I am speaking now to the men who coutrol, 
who govern, who make the Order of the Sons of Veterans in the United 

1 know that your wish and your action will determine whether 
in the year that is coming the Order shall grow, or whether it shall 
diminish. I, for my part, am very anxious to make a record as we all 
are, of making something good for this Order in the year to come; and 
I beg of you, and I command my staff that they shall be working members 
of this Order this year. [Applause.]

oue

States.

!:■
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And while I have the right to direct my staff I know they would do 
everything in their power without any order; and I want to ask every 
member of this Order to take hold aud see if we cannot make the Order 
of the Sons of Veteraus grow until we put it in a commanding position 
in these United States. I want to see it, in time, as it must be, the suc­
cessor of that grand organization, the Grand Army of the Republic. 
The old ones are going. The roll-call is shortened every year. Pretty 
soon the Sons of Veterans must become the successors of that great 
organization. Let us make ourselves worthy to be successors of those 
grand men, our fathers who have gone before us.

Now I beg of you all let us make this a working year, and I want 
ever}' member of this Order to be free, and not only want you to feel 
free to make suggestions, but I ask it as a favor to me that you will 
suggest to me, and suggest to my staff and suggest to your brothers 
anything that you think will make for the upbuilding and aid in strength­
ening this Order. It is a grand Order; it is next to the Grand Army 
of the Republic, the grandest Order that exists on this continent or any 
other. [Applause.]

Is there any further business to come before the Encampment 
before we proceed to close?

Dan S. Gardner of Ohio: Commander, before dispersing I suggest 
that we hear from our newly-made Past Commander-iu-Chief Reed of 
Pennsylvania.

ADDRESS OF PAST COMMANDER-IX-CIIIEE R. M. .1. REED.

R. M. .T. Reed of Pennsylvania: Commander, I do not intend to 
make a speech. I am glad of the opportunity to thank the brothers of 
this Commandery-in-Chief for the honor they have this day bestowed 
upon me. My abiding and unalterable belief in the future of this 
Order adds very greatly, in my estimation, to its value. I believe, as 
the Commander-iu-Chief has said: “When the Grand Army shall 
have been mustered out, this Order of Sons of Veterans must be its 
legitimate and natural successor.” I hope that I shall live to see it 
become the great patriotic factor that shall forever keep alive the prin­
ciples for which our fathers fought. Twenty years ago I helped rock 
the cradle of the organization, and so long as I shall be permitted to 
live, I shall continue to uphold and advocate its cause. [Applause.] 
I am naturally proud of my record as a soldier in the Union Army, and 

’when I answer the last roll call that record will be the most price­
less heritage I can leave to my children; and side by side with that 
record there will hang my record and commission as a Past Commauder- 
in-Chief of the Sons of Veteraus. [Applause.] It is my wish that with 
the brothers, I shall always be “Dick.” If, however, I must have a 
title, let it be that title which “ Uncle Sam ” gave me for years of faith­
ful service; and so among the “ boys” let it be “Dick.” I thank you 
again aud again. [Applause.]

A. E. B. Stephens of Ohio: Commander, I move that this Eight­
eenth Annual Encampment of the Sons of Veteraus now proceed to 
close in due form and then adjourn sine die.
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PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF’s BADGE FOR R. M. J. REED.

F. II. B. McDowell of Wisconsin : Commander, before that motion 
is put, I move you that the Couneil-in-Chief be directed to secure and 
confer upon Major Reed a Post Commander-in-Ckief’s badge.

Forrest W. Briggs of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the
motion.

The motion was agreed to.
R. M. J. Reed of Pennsylvania: Commander-iu-Chief, I don’t 

want the Commandery-in-Chief to go to that expense for me. Under­
stand me, it is not because I would not appreciate it, because there is 
nothing I would love better to possess; but I do not want this 
Commaudery-in-Chief to be at that expense. In the years gone by, 
when there was no money to spend, I paid my own expenses, and I do 
not want the Commandcry to be at any expense now because they 
conferred this honor and distinction upon me. I thank you all the 
same.

ADJOURNMENT, SlllC (lie.

A. E. B. Stephens of Ohio : Commander, I now renew my motion 
that the Encampment proceed to close, and adjourn sine die.

The motion was seconded.
The motiou was agreed to and the Eucampment was closed in due 

form, and adjourned, sine die.

' Chicago, III , Dec. 15, 1899.
The foregoing is a true and correct record and report of the Proceedings 

of the Eighteenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of 
Veterans, U.S.A., held in the Masonic Auditorium, Detroit, Mich., Sept. 7,8 
and 9, A.D. 1899, as reported by the oilicial stenographer.

I

FRANK L. SHEPARD, 
Past Commamler-iu-Chicf.Attest :

C. B. Abbott,
Past Adjutant-General. !

i • :!
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RECORD OE ROLL CALLS.

miEighteenth Annual Encampment
OF THE

COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, S.V., U.S.A.
The following sliowtf those members of the Encampment answering roll 

P, present; — A, accredited; — 0, absent.
calls: —

Roll 1 ■Roll 2CO MM ANDEKV-LN-CHIEF OFFICERS.
Coramnndcr-in-Ckicf, Frank L. Shepard....................
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, George E. Cos.. ■
Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, Z. C. Green ----

II. H. Hammer............................
J. E. Haycraft............................
J. D. lloweu................................

Adjutant-General, G. B Abbott....................................
Quartermaster-General, Fred E. Bolton......................
Inspector-General, Forrest XV. Briggs........................
Judge Advocate-General, James W. Noel..................
Surgeon-General, F. II. B. McDowell..........................
Chaplnin-in-Chief, Rev. A. J. Morris............................

A P P
A P P
A P

PA P!Council- in-Chief, A P P
A P P
A P
A P P
A P P

PA P

PAST COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF.
Frank P. Merrill.. 
George W. Marks. 
♦Walter S. Payne- 
Louis M. Wagner.
G. B. Abbott..........
Charles F. Griffin.
Edwin Earp............
Bartow S. Weeks. 
Joseph B. Maccabc 
William E. Bundy.
W. II Russell........
James Lewis Rake 
Charles Iv. Darling

A
A

A
A P P
A P
A
A

PA
A P P
A

PA P
PA P

PAST GRAND DIVISION COMMANDERS.
Frank H. Challis.
I. S. Bangs..........
XV. E. W. Ross... 
Raphael Tobias.. 
•Walter S Payne 
R. M. J. Reed.... 
E. Howard Gilkev

A
A
A
A

0 | PA

CONSTITUTIONAL LIFE MEMBERS.
XV. E. W. Ross................
I S. Bangs.......................
J. A. Rodrigo...................
William II. Plcrpont....
John A. Thompson........
W. S. Eldredgc...............
R. M. J. Reed...................
0. B. Brown.....................
William Luther Davis.. 
Charles A. Bookwalker. 
Hon. John M. Thurston

A
A
A
A
A

P PA
PPA

A
A

POA
PPA

* Suspended.
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csRoll 1 Roll 2The following named arc entitled to a seat and vote in the 
Eighteenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, 
as representatives of their respective Divisions, having been 
duly reported as such to the Adjutant-General, on Form No. 50, 
as required by the Constitution, Rules and Regulations: —

ALABAMA AND TENNESSEE.

-• |!r • i• :
!

ill1 ACommander, W. F. Bolin
Af M. D. Friedman........

R. W. Biesc..............
W. R. Cooper............
W. D. Good..............

| V. Gilb, Jr..................
J. W. V. R Plummer
J. G. Crumbliss........
E R. Carter..............
L. W. Friedinau........
H. T Cooper..........

Delegatc-at Large, F. L. Holden..................
Delegate, F. C. Reep........................................
Alternate-at-Large, R. M. Childress............
Alternate, S. R. ltambo....................................

MlV A
A

: a-
I V ' I APast Commanders, Ai 1 A

i: A:
A
A
A
AI A
A

CALIFORNIA.
; aCommander, Harry T. Moore

f L. DeP. Callahan. 
C. J. Callahan----
E. C. Robinson... 
Fred Y. Wood...
F. W. Bunnell... 
F. C. Shipley ....

L Chas. L. Pierce..
Dclegate-at-Large, J A. Wagoner..........
Delegate, A. E. Ade....................................
Alternate-at-Large, Geo. A. Richardson. 
Alternate, M. E. Y. Bogart......................

A
A■

ip A
Past Commanders A»

A
A
A

: i A
At {

A
I A

COLORADO.
Commander, Geo. S. Milone A!: ;

A" F. C. McArthur..
H D. Kchdig........
L W. Kennedy* . 
C. H. Anderson.. 
Adam (’. Patton*. 
B. G. Robbins ... 
Harlan Thomas* . 
Paul H. Limback* 

Delegate-at-Large, Joseph II. Powell*..
Delegate, W. II. Tud’ord............................
Alternatc-at-Large, Charles Mobcrly___
Alternate, Ray S. Minton................ ’........

A
A
APast Commanders, A
A
A

! A
A
A
A
A

CONNECTICUT.
Commander, Edson S. Bishop 0A P

W. II. Pierpont 
G. B. Smith. .. 
If. W. Wessels.
A. E. Chandler.
B. R. Singleton 
F. S. Valentine

A
A
APast Commanders, -
A
A
A

* Suspended June 30,1899.

tl



BOLL CALL. 153

iRoil 1 Roll 2CONNECTICUT — Continued.

W. N. Barber.. 
W. J. Bissell. • •

Bast Commanders, Geo. E. Cox-----
| W. W. Wheeler 
( Leon L. Hall... 

Delegate-at-Large, William Parmelce.
Delegates, |
Alternate-at-Large, Geo. W. Fletcher 
Alternates, j

A
1 A ;
I A P 1

A I 
A

i A I P | P
i API P
| A P

Rev. ,T. E. Zcitcr 
C. F. Loomis, Jr P

A
Allen T. Pratt 
E. C. Booth .

; A
A

iGULF. 
(No Report.) |

ILLINOIS.

A I PCommander, Will C. Schneider........................
f R. V. Mallory..............
I G. B Abbott..............

F. McCrillis..................
C. T. Orner..................
Geo. B. Stadden........

I Goo. IT. Hnrlbnt........
Past Commanders, \ C. G Marsh................

Jno; 1). Hall................
F. L. Shepard............
Win. G. Dustin..........
John R. Neeley..........
S. K. Thomasson ----

( William T. Church ..
Dclcgate-at-Large, Isaac Cutter......................
Delegate, John S. Simpson................................

P
j A i

A P 
A •
A , P

P

1
A P
A

•• A i P 
*• ' A - 

A P 
A | P

P

P
i P

• A
A IA P 

' A I P 
A P 
A P 
A1 A !

P
P. P

0. L. Day .. • 
A. F. Brett.. 
F. J. Strong.

PAlternates appointed by Commander, |
I P 

P
P
Ps ,

!INDIANA.

Commander, 11. O P Cline PA P
AI J. W. Newton..........

George C. Harvey-- 
Newton J. McGuire.

I Frank Martin..........
) R. B. Oglesbee........

Jno. E. Edmonsont- 
Win. 11. Armstrongt
R. R. Thompson----

Delegate-at-Large, Harold C. Megrew —
( Geo. F. Ogden..........................

Delegates, -j Schuyler Tipton......................
( Harry Martin*........................

Alternate-at-Large,' Frank Graham..............

A
PA P

A 1Past Commanders, A
A i
A

PA 
I A

P
P
PPA
PPA

A

3 A
, f Lee C. ltced.
Alternates, J E. E. Massey 

IT. E. Firgly

A
A
A

=
t Pa8t8provUIoto tNj° doleSates besides Delogato-at-I^irge.

11
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: Roll 1 Roll 2IOWA.
ACommander, Will A. Brown' A P OJ D. Bowen............

L. A. Dilley............
A. L. Sortor, Jr----
H. M. Hanson........
E. E. Hawkes..........

j Jolm H. Pickett----
| A. T. Wilson..........
L W. W. Bisby..........

Delegate-at-Large, Guy R. Carson............
Delegate, A. W. Buchanan .........................
Alternate-at-Large, J A. Hartman............
Alternate, J. W. Petty ................................

A
P PA

A
Past Commanders, A*f '

A
A
A
A!
A Ii ■ |

A

A j
KANSAS.

VPACommander, L. B. Price..................................
C. D. Jones................
E. II. Madison..........
W. Y. Morgan..........

Past Commanders, -J Grant W. Harrington
W. P. Feder..............
John Redmond..........

[ W. P. Wilcox............

. A
A. PAi!'
A

i A
A
A
ADelegat'e-a t-Large 

Delegates, j 
Alternate, Lee Harrison

PPAC Borin... 
J. L Papes P PA

A

KENTUCKY.
Commander, Alexander Hamilton..........

f George II Capito 
Fred G Singleton 
W. R. Heflin .... 
W. N. Evans .... 
Will A. Field .... 
B. F. McClelland. 
T. Z. Morrow, Jr 

_ E. IT. Hansford.. 
Delegate-at-Largc, Vola G. Trimble ...
Delegate, J. M Mayfield............................
Alternate-at-Large,' John Stebbins..........
Alternate, John P. Taylor.........................

t A

III M A
A,1 :; A
A\Past Commanders, A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

MAINE.
Commander, Edward IT Smith..................

f A. S. Libby..............
Charles II Rice----
E. It. Gould..............
T G Libby............
W. IT. Perry............
C. II. Hutchins----
A. C. Cloudman....

Past Commanders, -J E. C. Moran............
C. E. Merrill..........
R. L. Whitcomb • •.
H. C. Chatto ..........
Fred E. Fairfield...
L. L Cooper..........
Arthur M. Soule___

. George E. Leighton

A•! 1 A
A
A

! A
A

1 A
: A

A
: A

A
! A

A
A
A
A

I



ROLL CALL. 155

Roll 1 Roll 2MAINE — Continued.

Delegate-at-Largc, Henry G. Thomas................
(L. O. Haskell.......................................

Delegates, -I E. W. Crawford................................
I C. H. Mills......................................

Alternate-at-Large, George W. Gray .................
Alternates not chosen.

MARYLAND.
Commander, Geo. S. Whitmore............................

Miles W. Ross..................
E. It. Campbell................
Robt. W. Wilson............
Otto L. Sucss..................
Frank A. White................
Frank O. Peterson..........
Edward K. Del’uv..........

{ William 11. King*............
Delegatc-at-Lnrge, Edgar Allen, Jr......................
Delegate, F T. F. Johnson....................................
Alternate-at-Large, H. H. Henry..........................
Alternate, E. E. Vannorsdalc................................

A P P
A

i *i A
A

PA P: Ar P PA
A
APast Commanders, A
A
A
A

PA P
PPA

A
A

MASSACHUSETTS.
PCommander, Geo. N. Howard....................

. F. J. Bradford-----
; J. 15. Maccabe........
' C. F. Sargent........

11 S. Crossman ... 
| J. 11. Hinckley

N. C. Upham..........
I). B. Purbeck........
C. K. Darling........
Win. A. Stevens...

\ W. II. Delano........
A C. Blaisdell 
1). F Goulding....
F. E. Bolton..........
G. W Knowlton... 
Harry D. Sisson... 
Orange 11. Cook... 
Leonard C. Couch .

• Delegate-at-Largc, Emery Coulter............
' C. 1). Rooney......................
J. II. Payer weather..........
F. L. Kircligassner............
P. L Parker........................
A. E. Leighton....................
T. S. Bell..............................
B. F. Cook............................

PA
A

P OA
A
A
A
A
A

P PAIPast Commanders, A
A
A
A

PPA
A

PPA
A

PPA
PPAI A

. PPA
PPA■

Delegates, PP! A
PPA
PPA

= PPA
_

MICHIGAN.
Commander, C. J. Post PPA

AF. M. Williams ...
F. D. Eddy............

„ F. C. Stillson........
i ast Commanders, J F. F. McMurtric ..

E R. Henderson..
H. E. Cowdin........

„ George E. Cogshall

i—: PA
PA

PAI PPA
A

PPA
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Roll 1 Roll 2MICHIGAN — Continued.

Delegate-at-Large, Carl A. Wagner............
MI. O. Herrick..............................

Delegates, 1 L. E. Merchant..........................
( Walter L. Haynes......................

PA O
PA

A
PAy

I
MINNESOTA.!i\\: I ! :[: ACommander, A. 0. Allen

Af E. II. Mil ham........
A. S. Morgan----
George F. Kelley- 
George II. Sheire 
Francis G Drew 
II. E. Stodicck, Jr 
M. L. Cormany .. 
Geo. II Tinker ..

Delegate-at-Large, Wm. G. Young........
Delegate, J. C. Carter................................
Alternate-at-Large, G. T. Drake............
Alternate, J. J. Warner............................

A
A

i APast Commanders,^ •
A;

! A
A

, A
P PV

\
A

MISSOURI.
I A P PCommander, B.Prack

■
f J. J. Speaker............

A II. Vandivert —
E. It. Durham........
It. Loebenstein----
II. J. Kline..............
B. W. Frauentlial..
F. E. Ernst..............
E. L. Gottschalk... 
W. J. Simmcrschicd
Manly Wren............
E. E. Schocning . .. 
J. W S Dillon ....

Delegate-at-Large, C. C. Behnke................
Delegate, A. P. Kelso....................................

A
A
A IA
A j
APast Commanders, - A

i A
A\\\\\\ \ A
A
A

1Aii A

| : 

ihi

NEBRASKA.
P OACommander, J. II. Heine

Af F. J. Coates ------
Geo. F. Wol
F. A. Agnew----
A. II. Itawitzer 
Moses P. O’Brien 
J C. Elliott * - - - •

Delegate-at-Large, W. F. Jacobs........
Delegate, C. C. Stull.................................
Alternatc-at-Large, 0 L. Solisburv — 
Alternate, II. W .^Rogers, Jr...................

A t

APast Commanders, P 0A■ j
A
A
A
A
a; o I pA

NEW HA M I'SH I RE.
ACommander, E. B. Falsom . •• !

; AF. H. Challis ....
F. E. Libby..........
Michael Crowley 
Ben 0. Robey.. . 
Frank I*. Perkins 
James II. Joyce.

A
APast Commanders, A
A
A.

• Suspended.

l
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Boll 1 Roll 2NE W I IAM PS HIRE — Continued.
( Frank C. Smith................
I C. II. Little........................

John II. Twombly..........
W S. Willy......................
II. E. Chamberlain..........

Delegate-at-Large, Harry A. Brown....................
Delegate, C. G. M. Nathan....................................
Alternate-at-Large, Lin wood 31. Emery..............
Alternate, Leon W. llilsborongh..........................

A
A

Bast Commanders, A
A
A
A
A
A
A

NEW JERSEY.
Commander, Geo. H. llailey A P P

Af Fred D. Morse ....................
Andrew Dcrrorn, Jr............
T. II. Edmonds....................
A. L. Sparks..........................

j Geo. W. Politt.....................
1 James E. Pierson................

James II. Adams..................
| Lewis L. Drake....................
| Ed. C. White..........................
L Jas. M. Mathews..................

Delegatc-at-Large, Fremont Tict/.e..........................
( Harry A. Douglas..............................
\ James W. Davis, Jr..........................

Alternatc-at-Largc, Frank M. Cunningham............
f Zachariah Brogdcn..........................
\ Henry Gundersdorf...........................

A
A

iPast Commanders,
A i
A
A
A
A
A |Delegates, A P 
A j

P

AAlternates, A i
NEW YORK.

Commander, Kalph Sheldon A i P P
\f M. J. Downing.. • 

E. W. Hatch.... .
J. C. Sawyer........
J. E. Hedges .... 
George Add in "ton 
W. II. Wykcr....
A. Hocllling. ----
C. E. Holmes----

'! W. S. Obcrdorf..
L. J. Macv............
W. K. West..........
A. G. Courtney...
J. M. Divcn........
W. II. Kobertson 
Burt E. Fisher... 

| ft \\r ........
Delegatc-at-Large, J. G. Swan................

f W. McWhirter...............
I F. P. Connell..................
I II. P. Hollister............ ..
1 J. Frank Dunton............

E. C. Parkinson..............
I II. H. Parker..................

. _ L W. A. Personlus............
Altcrnntc-at-Lanje,

f Geo II. Pease 
Alternates, J 11 • G- Morgan.

j L. J. Dambman ...
I Chas. II. Heimsoth

v ;
\
V

0 p
p\ :\

V P PPast Commanders, P PV
V
v !
\

pA
A
A

PA P 
A P 
A I P 
A , P 
A P 
A j P 
A ! P 
A

I A P
i a :

p
p
p
p

Delegates. P
P
P
P

\|
A
A
A

!
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IRoll 1 Roll 2NEW YORK— Continued.
Edward Harrigan....................
J. V. G. Bogart........................
Thomas Ailken........................

! A
Alternates, A

A
OHIO.

Commander. A. E. B. Stephens..................
f E. II. Gilke.v............

H. It. Bacon............
Walter S. Bayne* ..
W. C. Wyckolf........
F. W. Myers...........
George A Ensign..
Henry Frazce..........
George W. Leonard 
William E. Bundy .

1 C. J. Deckman........
J V. Hilliard..........
Fillmore Musser ... 
Dan S. Gardner —
Don C. Cable..........
L V. Williams.......
D. Q Morrow........
A. W. Jones............

[ E H. Archer...........
Delegate-at-Large, IT. V. Speclman............

f j. E. Orr..............................
II. S. Buckland..................
W. E. Baldwin..................
It. L. Atchison....................

A Iter natc-at-Large, II. D. Kctcham............
f V. E. Brice.............. ...........
j C. II. A Balmer.................
| A. C. Messenger................
[ J. W. Swift........................

A B B
A
A B B
A
A

B BA
\
\
\

BBBast Commanders, B\
A
A

B BA
A
A
A

BA B 
A B 
A B 
A i B

■I B✓
B
B

.\Delegates, A B B
BA j

A
\

B\Alternates, \
V

OREGON.
Commander, Elmer Hardesty 
Bast Commanders,

A
j L. W. Oron.................
j Walter Ross..............

Delegate-at-Largc, Walter Itoss..................
Delegate, L. W. Oren...................... ..........
Alternatc-at-Large, E L. Littlefield..........
Alternate, E. Hardesty.......................... —

A
A !
A i
A I
A I
A i

P EN NSY L V A NIA.
Commander. S. S. Horn BA B

f J H. Clossou........
L. M. Wagner........
R. M J Reed........
E. W. Alexander.. 
Itobt. E. Hopkins.
W. II. Smith........ ..
II II. Hammer-----
J II. Sol forth........
II. M. Russell........
C. J Miller............
J. L. Rake..............
W B. McNulty----
G. W. Gerhard----
H. M. Rebele..........
Walter E. Smith..

A
A

BA
A

BA
A

BBA
Bast Commanders A’

A
A

I*BA
A
A

BA
A

* Suspended.



ROLL CALL. 150

Roll 1 Roll 2PENNSYLVANIA — Continued.
f Chas. L. John..................
j C E. Diefeuderfer........

Past Commanders, -j James II. Tawney..........
j Wildun Scott..................
[ A. S. Moulthrop..............

Delegate-at-Largc, Rev Otto Braudt................
f Walter R Ross..........................

J. W. C. Austin..........................
G. W. Dubbs..............................
John Whiteman..........................
J. M. Ruch..................................
S. W. Macurdy............................
Fred Stark..................................
W. O Foster..............................
L C Brown................................
T. W. Bibighaus........................
J. M Milligan............................
S. D. Coldren..............................

L W. L. Mathews..........................
( C. M. Dingle................................
j John Bradley..............................
j Gus Rhodes..........  ..............

II. E. Custer................................
S. C. Steubcr..............................
James Mann................................

\ Edw. Newman............................
E. T. Kelly..................................
Will. Leber...... ........................
Geo. Fritz....................................
L. II Stcdge................................
C C. Morton................................

{ II. R. Willhide............................

A
A
A
A

PA P
I*A P
PA

A
1*A
P! A
PI A
PP; a
ppDelegates, A

i A. A
A j 
A P

PA | P
A
A
A
A

A
A

I AAlternates,
A

: A

A
A .

1 A
i

RHODE ISLAND.
Commander. F. E Carpenter......................

I Chas II. West........
T A. Barton............
T. M. Sweetland----
Wm. M. P. Bowen..

Past Commanders, • K. II. Dexter............
A. B. Spink................
II. S. Thompson-----
Chas W. Abbott, Jr

{ W. It. Williams........
Delegate-at-Largc, R. L. Oatley....................
Delegate, Rev. 11. C. Dana..............................
Alternatc-at-Large, II. D. Gifl’ord................
Alternate, C. E. Matteson................................

P. A P
I A I
: A I 
1 A
; a i■

! A= A
2 I A • iA
" 11

I
I A i

SOUTH DAKOTA.
' P ' PCommander, W. A. Morris................

f L D. Lyon-.- 
Past Commanders, j K j Courtney

L C. C. Brass.. •
Delegate-at-Large, G. A. Drake........
Delegate, M. E North..........................
Alternatc-at-Large, Walter Anderson 
Alternate, R. L llunsberger..............

A
A

I A , P P :.
' A I

A PIP
i a I! A

A

i
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Roll 1 Roll 2VERMONT.
Commander, IraE. Morse

\ ;f C. F. R. Jcnne.......
G E. Terrill...........
John E. Fox...........
F. L. Eaton.........
E. T. Griswold.......
H. 0. Bixby...........

Fast Commanders. -J Geo. 0 Webster...
William M. Sargent
F. L. Green............
H. S Foster...........
E. T. Monahan.......
Arthur I. Howe----

[ W. W. Lapoiut.......
Delegatc-at-Large, Elmer E. Perry...........

f Nelson F. Kelly..................
\ Geo. D. Van Steinberg----

\
, A

A
A
A
A1I A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A r PDelegates, A 1

WASHINGTON.
ACommander, Chas. E. Plimpton..............

f B. W. Coiner.......
E. W. Young.......
Harry Rosenhaupt. 
W. H. Fletcher....

Past Commanders, -! W. L. Jones.........
W W. Sparks
W. if Locks.........
C. V. Savidgc-----

[ W. T. Cavanaugh .
Delegate-at-Large, H. IT. Hubbard........
Delegate, G. L. Hooker............................

A
i A

P P1 A
A
A
A
A
A
\
\
A

WEST VIRGINIA.
Commander, J. W. McClung if 11. B. Basuely*

1 G. Ed. Sylvis*.......
R. F. Adams*.........

[ Harry W. Thurbcr*
Delegate-at-Large, R. H. Powell..............
Delegate, W. R. Robison..........................
Alternatc-at-Large, J. G. Bolinor..............
Alternate, A. Montgomery........................

Past Commanders, -!
■ A iA *

!
A
A
A i

1
WISCONSIN.

! A pCommander, A. G. Braband
( V. J. Waltlicrs.........

II. S Fuller..............
Thomas L. Jacobs • •
W. J. Patton............

Past Commanders, J Charles C. Townsend
J. P Sheridan.........
C. H. Hudson...........
R. L. McCormick----

' R M. Smith.............
Delegate-at-Large, II J. Buchcn................
Delegate, G. 0. Schorse..............................
Alternate-at-Large, E. T. Fairchild............
Alternate, II. F. Brcitung............................

A
A
A

PA
PPA

A
A
A

P; A
A ,

PA r■ A

* Suspended.

i



161INDEX.

'INDEX.

r.i"e
142Abbott, G. B., elected member of Council-in-Chief . .

Presents jewel to General Shepard . . 
Addington, George, elected member of Council-in-Chief
Adjutant-General, report of...........................................
Approval of minutes....................................................
Address of William T. Church......................................
Address of Charles Iv. Darling................... ...
Address of A. W. Jones................................................
Address of Newton J McGuire .... ...
Address of J. L. llake....................................................
Address of K. M. J. Reed...............................................
Address of Frank L. Shepard ... ...
Address of Senator John M. Thurston . . . . .
Adjournment..................................................................
Badges and Decorations, manufacture of...................
Borin, Columbus, elected constitutional life member .
Buttonhole decoration ...............................................
Commander-in-Chief:

Election of............................. ...................
Report of..................................................................
Jewel presented to . ......................................
Portrait of presented...............................................
Resolution concerning...........................................

Commandery-in-Chicf, olllcers of........................
Camps and individuals, communications from . • •
Chaplnln-iu-Chlof, report of . . ..................................
Circular letters..............................................................
Committee on C., R. & R.:

Appointment of .... ............................
Report of........................................... ....

Committee on Fraternal Greetings, authorized . . . 
Committee on Credentials:

Appointment of....................................................
Report of..............................................................   •

MG
. . 143 -

37
14G

. . . 12G 

. 122, 127

. . .138

. . . 144

. . . 133
. 124, 118
. . .147

. 108

:

I

145)
. 5)0, 120

133
100

138
5 9
5

: . . 14G 
. . 12(5I 121

3

3 8

: 96
73

5
128

(5

4
4

_1
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Committee on Press, appointment of . .
Committee on Resolutions:

Appointment of
Report of..........................................

Committee on Ollicers’ Reports :
Appointment of .......
Report of . ......................................

Committee on Ritual:
Appointment of............................
Report of...........................................

Communications from:
Divisions..........................................
Camps aud Individuals...................
Barton, T. A.......................................
Milonc, George S...............................
Moore, Harry T..................................

Constitutional Life Members, election of 
Captured Spanish and Filippino flags 
Council-in-Chief:

Election of......................................
Report of . .............................

Courts-Martial......................................
Cutter, Isaac, elected constitutional life member 
Davis, Maj. A. P , Memorial Resolutions . .
Decorations for S.V. Volunteers...................

Manufacture of...........................................
Buttonhole (new) . . ........................

Detroit, hospitality of......................................
Divisions, communications from...................
Decisions:

Amount of dues from dropped members for reinstatement . . . 17, M2
Camp must reinstate if it accepts dues...................................... .
Camp cannot be court-martialed as a body...........................................
Camp cannot declare muster void because of failure to collect.

muster fee..........................................................................................
Camp can be denied representation in Division Encampment if it fails

to pay expeuse of inspection............................ ...
Captain is entitled to past honors, though not commissioned . .
Case of Ritter Camp No. 24, Division of Ohio........................
Dropped members cannot be reinstated with past honors . .
Elected Quartermasters arc commissioned by Commandcr-in-Chicf .
Suspended member is subject to discipline.................................
In relation to official printing to be done by fraternal press . .
Son of a member of Captain Paro’s company eligible to membership . 26 

Early history of the Order, remarks by J. L. Rake . .

(>

Gi

117
■

I
G

113, 116

6
. 103

7
! ! . S

124
124

■ 124
132
144

■

||l
143

99, 137
. . 15, 1C, 20, 22, 23, 30, 31, 33, 35

133
119

.1 120
99. 120

100
119

1

■

18
24

19

21
. . 18 

. 2G, JJL5

. . . 23 
. 31

■i

20
. . 35

. . 133
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Elections:
Commandcr-in-Chief...................
Council-in-Chief............................
Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief 
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief 

Flags, captured Spanish and Filippino 
Gavel, presented by Newton J. McGuire 
G.A.R. Resolutions concerning . . .
General Orders..................................
Inspector-General, report of ... 
Installation of officers .....

138
143
142
141
144
144
118
49
S3

145

Jones, A. W.:
Elected Comraander-in-Chief . .
Address of acceptance . . . .

. . 138 

. . 138
Jewel:

148Presented to Connnander-in-Chicf Shepard . . 
Voted to Past Commandcr-in-Chief R. M. J. Reed 140

93Judge Advocate-General, report of.................................
Johnson, F. T. F., appointed Judge Advocate-General. . 
Ladies’ A id Society :

Appointment of Committee on.................................
Report of committee....................................................
Greetings from..............................................................

Letters, Circulars..............................................................
Life members. Constitutional, election of.......................
Loyd, Alfred G., appointed Inspector-General . . . . 
Medals for members who volunteered in U.S. service . •
Merrill, Frank P., voted past honors.................................
Megrew, Harold C., elected constitutional life member .
Maryland Division, resolution from.................................
Military College Committee:

Authorization of.........................................................
Report of.......................................................................
Appointment of (new)...............................................

Nineteenth Annual Encampment:
Milwaukee nominated...............................................
Syracuse nominated....................................................
Spokane nominated....................................................
Syracuse chosen.........................................................

Nominations:
Abbott, G. B., for Council-in-Chief............................
Addington, George, for Council-in-Chief...................
Bailey, Geo. IT., for Council-in-Chief.......................
Jones, A. W., for Commaudcr-in-Chief .... 
Noel, James W., for Council-in-Chief.......................

14<;

fi
104
100

. . 75
132

. . 148
. 120

132

133

. . 130

<>
105
141

135
134
138
137

142
148 !. . 142I

■
i138

. 142
I
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Nominations— Continued.
Patton, W. J., for Council-in-Cliief ......................................
Rawitzer, A. H., for Council-in-Cliief......................................
Raynes, Walter L., for Junior Vice-Commandcr-in-Chief . .
Sortor, A. L. Jr., for Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief . .

Oflicial Organ, The Banner made....................................................
Officers:

.. Election of.................................................................................
Installation of .... .........................................................

Oflicial Circulars.................................................................................
Opinions (See Decisions, etc.),
Orders:

■til i142
. 143 

. . 142

. . 141
117

. 13S 

. 145 

. 75

■

49General
691! Special *........................................................................ .... .

Parkinson, E. C., elected constitutional life member ...
Past Honors conferred on :

Reed, R. M. J................................................................................
Merrill, Frank P...........................................................................
Purdy, .Tames E. . ........................ .................................

Patton, W. J., elected Council-in-Chief........................ . . .
Proceedings, publication of..............................................................
Presentations:

Of gavel by Newton J. McGuire .... ........................
Of jewel to Comraander-iu-Chief Shepard................... .
Of portrait of Cominander-in-Chief Shepard........................

Purdy, James E., voted Past Honors...............................................
•Quartermaster-General, report of ......................................
Rake, J. L., on early history of the Order . ...................

Appointed Installing Officer....................................................
Raynes, Walter L., elected Junior Vicc-Commander-in-Chief . . 
Reed, It. M. J.

Voted past honors...................................................................
Jewel voted to............................................................................

.Reports of:
Adjutant-General.......................................................................
Chaplain-in-Chief........................................................................
Commander-in-Chicf . .........................................................
Committee on C , R. & R.................................. ...................
Committee on Credentials.........................................................
Committee on Military College................................................
Committee on Officers’ Reports................................................
Committee on Resolutions.........................................................
Committee on Ritual ................................................ . .
Committee on Greetings to L.A.S...............................................
Council-in-Chief.................................. .............................
Inspector-General...................................................

: . . 133

. 133
132

. IIS
143

: 146

144
146
126
1 IS' 771 133
145

ii . .112. j:

. 133
149

■ h I
37
96

9
12S

4
i ■m 105

113. 116
117
103
104

99. 137
S3
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Reports of— Continued.
Judge Advocate-General........................
Quartermaster-General........................
Senior Yice-Comraandcr-in-Chief . . .
Stenographer, made official...................

Resolutions:
Report of Committee on ...................
From Maryland Division........................
Concerning The Banner ...................
Concerning James E. Purdy ....
Concerning Commander in-Chief Shepard
Concerning L.A.S...................................
Concerning G.A.R. . ....
Concerning Maj. A. P. Davis ....
Spanish War Veterans........................
Harry L. Veazcy..................................
Perversion of Memorial Day ....
Detroit Hospitality.............................
Manufacture of badges........................
Decoration for S.V. Volunteers . . .
Concerning Frank P. Merrill ....

Ritual, report of Committee on...................
Roll-calls, records of ... ....
Senior Vice-Commander in-Chief:

Election of...........................................
Report of................................................

Sortor, A. L Jr., elected Senior Vice-Conimander-in-Chief
Staples, C W., appointed Surgeon-General...................
Surgeon-General, report of...............................................
Thurston, Senator John M.

Vote of thanks to.........................................................
Tables, statistical..............................................................
Veazcy, Harry L., Memorial Resolutions........................

. . 93
11

3(1
i4<;

117
130
117
11S
121
113
118

. . 119 

. . US
119
119

. . 119
120
120
132
103

. . 5, S. 13G, 143, 151

141
3(5

141
14(1

. . 93

112
45

. . 119
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