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JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS.

MONDAY —MORNING SESSION.

Omaha, Nf.b., Sept. 12, 1898.
The Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in- 

Chief, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., convened in Creighton Hail at 
11 o’clock a.m., with Senior Vicc-Commander-in-Chief Cogshall in 
command.

ENCAMPMENT CALLED TO ORDER.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The officers and members of the 
Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons 
of Veterans, U.S.A., will now come to order.

The Adjutant-General will call the roll of the officers of this 
Encampment.

ROLL-CAI.L OF OFFICERS.
The Adjutant-General called the roll of officers and the following 

officers of the Commandery-in-Chief answered to their names: —
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chicf. George E. Cogshall.
Junior Yice-Connnander-in-Chief, James W. Noel.
Council-in-Chicf, 11. II. Hammer, C. Boriu, J. E. Uayeraft.
Adjutant-General, Fred E. Bolton.
Quartermaster-General, R. Locbenstcln.
Inspector-General, J. Frank Durst on.
Judge Advocate-General, Edward K. Gould.
Surgeon-General, Dr. Dan S. Gardner.
Assistant Adjutant-General, Thomas J. ITannon.
Assistant Quartermaster-General, Fred J. Sanford.

The Adjutant-General: Senior Vice-Commander, I would like to 
explain that Major Darling, Commander-in-Chief of the organization, 
is at present in the service of the Government with his regimeut at 
Porto Rico, and is unable to be present for that reason. [Applause, 
and three cheers for Commander-in-Chief Charles K. Darling.]

That concludes the roll-call of officers of the Encampment.

ROI.L-CALL OF PAST COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF, ETC.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Adjutant-General will now call 
the roll of Past Commauders-in-Chief, Past Grand Division Commanders, 
and Constitutional Life Members of the Encampment.

The Adjutant-General called '.the roll of Past Conmianders-in- 
Chief, Past Grand Division Commanders, and Constitutional Life
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Members of the Commandcry-iu-Chief, and the following brothers 
answered to their names : —

Past Commandcr-in-Chicf A. P. Davis, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Past Commandcr-in-Chief George B. Abbott, New Orleans, La. 
Past Coimnander-in-Chief William E. Bundy, Cincinnati, 0.
Past Coimnander-in-Chief William II. ltussell, LaCrossc, Kan. 
Past Grand Division Commander It. M. J. Heed, Philadelphia, Pa.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING CIIAPLAIN-IN-CIIIEF.
The Adjutant-General: Senior Vice-Commander, I have to report 

all the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief present, except the Cbap- 
lain-in-Chief, Harry L. Veazey.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair will appoint Past Com­
mander William G. Dustin of the Illinois Division, Acting Chaplain-in- 
Chief. Brother Dustin will officiate as Chaplain-in-Chief.

Brother Dustin took the station and assumed the duties of Chap- 
lain-in-Chief.

The Senior Vice*Commander: Are there any honorably discharged 
soldiers, sailors or marines of the war of 18G1-65 present who have 
not been obligated? If so, the Inspector-General will conduct them 
to the altar. If there arc any such they will please rise. There 
appear to be none.

The Encampment was then opened in due form.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Now by virtue of the power and 

authority invested in me, I hereby declare the Seventeenth Annual En­
campment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., 
open for the transaction of such business as may legally aud properly 
come before it. The Camp Guard will admit all brothers qualified to 
enter.

I am reminded that I have neglected something. The Inspcctor-
Tho Sur-General will please take up the password and countersign. 

geon-General will assist the Inspector General.
The Inspector-General: Senior Vice-Commander, upon duo inves­

tigation, I find that all present are entitled to remain.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, the next thing in order is 

the appointment of a committee on credentials. The Committee on 
Credentials will be: Adjutant-General, Fred E. Bolton, Chairman, 
ex officio; Commander Wm. T. Church of Illinois, E. C. Parkinson of 
New York, II. V. Speelman of Ohio, Past Commander George E. 
Cox of Connecticut, and Asst.,Adjt.-Gen. 'I'. J. Hannon.

What is the further pleasure of the Encampment?
H. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I move that the Encamp­

ment now take recess for twenty minutes, in order to give the Com­
mittee on Credentials time to make a partial report.

F. H. B. McDowell of Wisconsin: Commander, I second the
motion.

The motion was agreed to and the Commamlciy took recess.
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12.30 o’clock p.m. •
• The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers will please come to order. 
The Camp Guard will close the door. Inspector-General, are you 
satisfied that all present are entitled to remain?

The Inspector-General: Senior Vice-Commander, all present are 
entitled to remain.

PARTIAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Listen to the report of the Com­

mittee on Credentials.
The Adjutant-General submitted (he following report from the Com­

mittee on Credentials: —
To the Officers anil Members of the Commandery-in-Chief:

Your Committee on Credentials reports that the Divisions of Min­
nesota, West Virginia, the Gulf and Oregou are not entitled to repre­
sentation in this body, they not having forwarded reports and liquidated 
indebtedness to the Commandery-in-Chief.

Your committee respectfully reports that it finds present and en­
titled to seats in the Encampment one hundred and fifteen officers and 
delegates.

Your committee further reports that the Division of Minnesota, of 
which Brother J. E. Ilaycraft, of the Council-in-Chief, is a member, 
has not reported to the officers of the Commandery-in-Chief as required 
by the laws of the Order, but that Brother Ilaycraft is entitled to a seat 
in this body as an officer of the same, your committee having been 
assured that lie is, and his Camp is, in good standing.

Your committee further reports that at the Sixteenth Annual En­
campment of the Commandery-iu-Chief, Brother Geo. E. Cogshall 
was elected Senior Viec-Commandcr-iu-Chief and duly commissioned 
as such; that since the issuance of that commission lie has been elected 
and commissioned Commander of the Michigan Division; that owing 
to the absence of the Commander-in-Chief in the military service of 
the United Slates it has become necessary for the Senior Vice-Com- 
mander-in-Chief to assume command of this body; that Brother 
Cogshall has presented to the Adjutant-General his resignation as 
Commander of the Michigan Division, with the request that it be imme­
diately tendered to this body for acceptance.

Fred E. Bolton, Chairman. 
W. T. Church.
II. V. Speelman. 
Tiios. J. Hannon. 
Geo. E. Cox.
E. C. Parkinson.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, you have heard the report 
of the Committee on Credentials. What is your pleasure in regard to it ?

Geo. B. Abbott of Illinois: Senior Vice-Commander, I move the 
report be accepted.

L. W. Friedman of Alabama: Commander, 1 second the motion. 
The motion was agreed to.
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RESIGNATION OK COMMANDER COGSIIALl. OF THE MICHIGAN DIVISION.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The resignation of the Commander 
of the Michigan Division will be read by the Adjutant-General.

The Adjutant-General read the resignation of Commander Cogs- 
hall of the Michigan Division, as follows: —

Omaita, Sept. 12, 1S98.
To the gomma ndery-in-Chief.

Brothers: I hereby tender my resignation as Commander of the Michigan 
Division, to take effect at once.

(Sigued) GKO. E. COGSIIALL.

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Senior Vice-Commander, I move that the 
resignation be accepted.

T. C. Ilarter of Pennsylvania: Commander, I second the motion. 
The motion was agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES DEFERRED.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, the next business in order 
is the'appoiutmeut of committees. Your presiding officer has not had 
time to make a careful selection of members to serve on the various 
committees as yet, and would like a little further time before announc­
ing the same. What is your further pleasure?

E. IT. Archer of Ohio: Senior Vice-Commander, I move we now 
take a recess until two o’clock this afternoon.

F. II. B. McDowell of Wisconsin: Commander, I second the
motion.

L. W. Friedman of Alabama: Senior Vice-Commander, I move 
as an amendment to that motion that we take recess until three 
o’clock P.M.

E. C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, I second the amend-
meat.

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, with the consent of my 
second I will accept the amendment to my motion.

F. II. B. McDowell of Wisconsin: Commander, as the supporter 
of Brother Archer’s motion I will accept the amendment.

PRELIMINARY REPORT FROM COUNCII.-IN-CHIEF.

• II. II. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Senior Vice-Commander, before 
that motion is put I have a preliminary report from the Couucil-in-Chief 
which I am instructed to present at this time. It is important that the 
report should be heard and acted upon before we take recess.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The motion to take recess until •’» 
o clock has boon seconded, and the report can only be heard by unani­
mous consent. Is consent given? The Chair hears no objection. The 
Adjutant-General will read the report of the Council-in-Chief.
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The Adjutant-General read the preliminary report from the Coun- 
cil-in-Chief as follows : —

Temporary Headquarters, 
Comm and kry-ix-Chief Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.

Creighton Hall, 
Omaha, Neb., Sept. 12, 1398.

To the Ojlicers and Members of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment, Commandery-
in-Chief S. F., U.S A.
Brothers: The Council-in-Chief herewith begs leave to present a pre­

liminary report for your consideration embodying the following recommenda­
tion which we report favorably for vour action, as the Couucil-in-Chicf 
adopted the same.

That beginning with the Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the 
Commandery-in-Chief, and those Encampments succeeding or following 
annually, the report of or printed minutes or Journal of Proceedings of said 
Encampments shall be and they are hereby ordered, upon the adoption of this 
report, to be printed without quoting the remarks or addresses of members of 
the Encampment upon any question or motiou.

That the Journal of Proceedings when printed, shall, and it is hereby 
ordered, contain all motions and action thereon; Ofliccrs’ and Committees’ 
reports; Encampment roll, and all Opinions, Decisions, and action of the 
Cominandery-in-Chief.

That 1,000 copies of the Journal of Proceedings be printed annually and 
distributed among the delegates and members of the Encampment and to the 
membership of the Order upon receipt of the proper amount of postage. 

Respectfully submitted,

}

11. II. Hammer, 
James W. Noel,
J. E. IIaycraft,
C. Borin,
Geo. E. Cogshall,

Council-in-Chief.
II. II. Hammer of Pennsylvania :• Senior Vice-Commander, on be­

half of the Council-in-Chief I move the adoption of the report just read.
James Ladders of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, I would like to in­

quire of the Council-in-Chief when this order recommended in this report 
takes effect?

II. H. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Commander, it is the intention 
that it shall take eiYcct at this meeting.

The motion was agreed to.

roll call.
George 15. Abbott of Illinois: Senior Vice-Commander, I rise to 

a question of inquiry. Is it proper for us to proceed with the transac­
tion of any business without having at least completed our first roll call?

The Senior Vice-Commander: I think that is really a question of 
order. The roll should have been called before. The Adjutant-Gen­
eral will call the roll of the members of this Encampment as constituted 
by the report of the Credential Committee.

The Adjutant-General called the roll of members reported entitled 
to seats aud votes by the Committee on Credentials.

(For those members answering present see roll call No. 1.)
The Senior Vice-Commander: Arc there any brothers present en­

titled to seats and votes in this Encampment whose names have not

_________
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been called? If so, they will report to the Adjutant-General’s desk and 
have the roll corrected by the addition of their names.

The question is on the motion to take recess until 3 o’clock p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENT OP LOCAL COMMITTEE.

F. J. Coates of Nebraska: Senior Vice-Commander, I merely 
want to call attention to the fact that if this motion prevails the trip to 
the Exposition which has been provided for your entertainment by the 
Local Committee cannot take place this afternoon. It is probably not 
necessary for me to apologize for the state of the weather. We are 
not at all responsible for the rain that has fallen in Omaha for the last 
week. You have no doubt been disappointed to sec no decorations 
here, in the first place. It has been a disappointment to us as well as 
to you. I know of one firm in this city alone that contracted for three 
hundred dollars’ worth of bunting and flags to be used on this occasion, 
and none of it could be put out on account of the weather. The rain 
spoiled our picnic yesterday, and will likely interfere with our trip to 
the Exposition this afternoon, but tonight at 8 o’clock there will be an 
initiation at the Temple of the Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben, and every 
member of the Commandery-in-Chief is invited to go out and sec the 
candidates initiated into that order. It is similar to the Veiled 
Prophets of St. Louis; and when I tell you that the largest building 
in the city of Omaha is devoted exclusively to the use of this order 
you will know that it is something worth seeing. If you sec fit to ad­
journ over tomorrow, or any other time, we will be glad to take you 
out to the Exposition; but if you want to stick to business, the Local 
Committee does not wish to interfere with your desires in that particular.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there are no further remarks, the 
question is on taking recess until 3 o’clock this afternoon. All those 
in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the 
Order. Those opposed the same sign. The motion is agreed to and 
the Encampment takes recess until 3 o’clock p.m.

;

.

MONDAY — AFTERNOON SESSION.
3 o’clock.

The Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers will please come to order. 

The Inspectpr-General will ascertain if all present arc entitled to 
remain.

The Inspector-General: Commander, all present are entitled to
remain.

APPOINTMENT OP COMMITTEES.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, the first business this 

afternoon will be the appointment of the various committees, 
standing committees will be as follows: —

The
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On Constitution, Hides and Begnlations.
Edward K. Gould of Maine, Chairman.

R D. Houlihan of Illinois, 
E. W. Estes of New York.

Edward II. Archer of Ohio. 
W. W. Bisby of Iowa,

Committee on Besolutions. 
Harlan Thomas of Colorado, Chairman. 

R. M. J. Reed of Pennsylvania,
J. 0. Damin of Missouri,

Chas. L. Pierce of California,
F. II. B. McDowell of Wisconsin.

Committee on Bitnal.
There is already a Committee on Ritual which has been in existence 

for a year, and it will be continued as heretofore constituted. It con­
sists of: —

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts, Chairman.
C. J. Tisdel of Illinois.W. Y. Morgan of Kansas,

Press Committee.
I will appoint as a Press Committee for the World-Herald of this

P. A. Barrows of Nebraska.
city,

John Redmond of Kansas,

And for the Omaha Bee,
L. W. Friedman of Alabama, F. P. Corrick of Nebraska.

Committee on Officers' llcports, etc.
Past Commandcr-in-Chicf, George B. Abbott of Illinois, Chairman.
Past Commandcr-in-Chicf, Joseph B. Maccabe of Massachusetts,
Past Commandcr-in-Chief, William E. Bundy of Ohio,
Past Commandcr-in-Chicf, William H. Russell of Kansas.

The place of the fifth member of this committee 1 will leave to be 
filled by the committee itself in case another Past Commandcr-in-Chief 
should be in attendance upon the Convention. If not, they can fill it 
with whomever they may select.

What is the further pleasure of the Encampment?

COMMITTEE TO GREET LADIES* AID SOCIETY.

IT. V, Speclman of Ohio: Commauder, I move the appointment of 
a committee of five to extend the greetings of the Commaudery-m-Chief 
to the Ladies’ Aid Society.

F. II. 11. McDowell of Wisconsin: Commander, I second the
motion.

The motion was agreed to.
The Senior Yice-Connnander: I will appoint the following brothers 

to serve on that committee: —
11. V. Speclman of Ohio, Chairman.

V. 11. B. McDowell of Wisconsin, E. R. Campbell of Maryland,
L. W. Kennedy of Colorado.R. Locbcnsteiu of Missouri,

______ ...
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REPORT OF SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

If there is nothing further of a preliminary nature to come up at/ 
this time, we will proceed with the reports of officers. I will ask the 
Adjutant-General if there is a report here from the Commauder-in- 
Chief?

The Adjutant-General: No, Senior Vice-Commander, the matters 
that would naturally come in the report of the Commander-in-Chicf are 
incorporated in the Adjutant-General’s report.i

REPORT OF SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CIIIEF.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Then the report of the Senior Vice- 
Commauder-in-Chief is next in order.

Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief George E. Cogsliall submitted 
and read the following report: —
To the Ojjicers and Members of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment,

Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
Brothers: One year ago you honored me by placing me in the chair 

of Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, an honor which 1 appreciate and 
which I shall ever remember.

During the year very little work has been assigned to my depart­
ment, but such as has been I have tried to perform to the best of my 
ability. 1 was ordered by the Commander-in-Chicf to inspect the Illinois 
Division, which work I performed. In Michigan I have not been idle. 
When war was declared, Michigan started out to raise a regiment of 
Sous of Veterans, but the Slate would not allow us to put in so many 
men; but on first call allowed us one company which was mustered in 
as Co. L, 33d Michigan Volunteer Infantry, and was heard from before 
Santiago de Cuba where some of our brave brothers fell while fighting 
for this grand and glorious country of ours. At the second call we 
were again asked to put- in another company to. fill Michigan’s quota, 
which we did, being Co. B, 35th Michigan Volunteer Infantry.

In connection with this matter, 1 wish to call the Commandery-in- 
Chief’s attention to the noble and heroic work of our brother, Past Col. 
Franklin D. Eddy. lie was not able to go himself because he could not 
pass the medical examination. Brother Eddy conceived and worked out 
the plans of raising the companies; in this work Brother Eddy gave up his 
own business, and spent three weeks of his time. As it was purely a 
labor of love for the Order and country, and no reward possible, it 
would please Michigan very much if this Encampment should see lit to 
vote him a medal of honor for his hard work and for the splendid way 
in which this work has been performed. It has been my pleasure to be 
a helpmate to Brother Eddy in this work, but to him belongs the credit.

While the Commander-in-Chicf has been absent doing valiant ser­
vice for his country, the work of the Commandery-in-Chief has seemed 
to move on without a hitch, and I have not been called upon for any 
service.

'

Si
Thanking you for the honor conferred upon me, I remain, 

Yours in F., C. and L.,
i

Geo. E. Cogsiiai.i.,
Sen ior 17re- Co m rn a rater- i n - Ch iej\
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The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the report 
of the Senior Vice-Commander will be referred to the Committee on 
Officers’ Reports, under the rule. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and it will be so referred. The next in order is the report 
of the Junior Vice-Commaudcr-iu-Chief.

REPORT OF JUNIOR VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, James W. Noel of Indiana, 
submitted and read the following report: —

To the Commander-in-Chief and Member's of the Seventeenth Annual
Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, 
U.S.A.
I have the honor to present herewith my report as Junior jVice- 

Commandcr-iu-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., as follows: —
I have participated in the work of the Council-in-Chief as member 

ex officio thereof, the report of which will contain all the work done by 
that body.

Beyond the participation in the work of the Council the duties of 
my office have not been laborious and have consisted only of such inci­
dental matters pertaining to the Order and its welfare as have made 
themselves apparent to one interested in its prosperity.

I have to report that so far as I have observed, the work of 
the Order has during the past year been exceedingly practical, and the 
brothers have heroically and unswervingly offered themselves to the 
service of their country which our fathers preserved. Large numbers 
of the rank and file of the Order were mustered into the voluutecr army 
of the United States. Many more offered themselves to the Govern­
ors of their respective States and earnestly sought admission to the 
ranks, and many of the most efficient officers of the volunteer army are 
men who received their first military knowledge and the spirit of con­
secration to country in the Camps of Sons of Veterans.

The Division of Indiana was alive to the great emergency and it 
was my pleasure to wait upon the Governor of Indiana in company 
with Past Commauder-in-Chicf Griffin, Commander Thompson, and 
many other distinguished Sous of Veterans from Indiana, and to oiler 
him, in the name of the Order, twenty-one full companies of picked 
men, sons of soldiers, who were ready at a moment’s notice to be mus­
tered into service. It was earnestly insisted that a full regiment be 
mustered in and officered as a Sons'of Veterans Regiment, and there 
was much local and State enthusiasm over the plan, but the Governor 
could not Hud it possible to so largely represent the Order, aud only 
six of the companies were mustered in separately and without a regi­
mental organization. Mauy Sons of Veterans whose companies were 
unsuccessful in being admitted, joined the ranks of other companies 
and thus secured service in the army.

The work our Order has done in the inculcation of patriotism has 
shown itself in the outburst of national spirit which attended the 
declaration of war and the events leading up thereto. Camps of Sons 
of Veterans have been the nucleus of many companies of volunteer sol-
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, dicrs and the military experience acquired in the work of the Order has 
qualified many men for official positions in the command of the army. 
There is yet great work for the Nation to accomplish which will require 
the loftiest courage and most earnest patriotism. We are entering a 
new career of national energy and usefulness, and the fact of our na­
tional prowess should not permit our ardor to abate the work for which 
it was organized. The remnant of the Grand Army is still with us and 
the years make the old soldier more and more the worthy object of our 
generous care. Memorial Day has taken on a new significance, and it 
becomes more and more our duty to let the world know that service of 
country is glorious, and that sacrifice at the altar of country and 
humanity is never forgotten. Times of great national excitement and 
the course of events may modify our purposes and somewhat change 
our course, but the mission of the Order will grow to be larger and. 

Fraternally submitted,larger.
James AV. Noel, 

Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.

REPORT OF ADJUTANT-GENERAL.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the report 
of the Junior Yice-Commauder-in-Chief will be referred to the Com­
mittee on Officers’ Reports. The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. 
Next in order is the report of the Adjutant-General.

Adjutant-General Fred E. lloltou of Massachusetts, submitted 
and read the following report: —

To (he Officers and AIembers of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment,
Commandery-in-Chief Sons of Veterans, JJ.S.A.
In presenting for your consideration my report as Adjutant-General, 

I am mindful of the fact that certain matters touched upon, deal with a 
portion of the work of the administration that is usually reviewed by 
the Commander-in-Chief.

Nearly all of the brothers here assembled are aware of the fact 
that our Commander-in-Chief, Major Charles K. Darling, responded 
to the first call for volunteers and is now in the service with his regi­
ment, the Sixth Massachusetts. At the time of preparing Ibis report, 
Major Darling is in Porto Rico, and 1 am advised by him that he will 
be uuable to attend the Encampment.

Under these conditions I assume it to be proper to set forth in a 
humble way a brief review of the work of the administration ; and it is 
with a full appreciation of my inability to deal with the subject as bril­
liantly ns it would be handled by our honored leader, that 1 assume 
this work.

This Encampment meets at a most auspicious time. The nation 
is rejoicing in the deeds of devotion and the heroic valor of her patriotic 
soldiers and sailors. Great victories have been won, and new honors 
achieved for the republic. Like the men of LSGl-’Go, the boys of ’9S 
have carried our Hag to the fore of battle, have preserved its folds un­
sullied, and have added new lustre to the starry banner that stands lor 
freedom and humanity.



REPORT OF ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 13

Many of our brother members share in the honor of having offered 
their lives in the service of the country. We are fortunate in meeting 
at a time when the patriotism of the people is so thoroughly awake. 
We gather • together from all sections of a united country, a country 
that, if it ever had any sectional lines, now knows no North, no South, 
no East, no West. The representatives of the several Divisions from 
Maine to Washington can all feel with a just pride peculiar satisfaction 
that this organization, through its gallant members, has proven the 
value of the patriotic lessons taught in the Camp room, that patriotism, 
and love of country, upon which arc so firmly imbedded the funda­
mental principles of our Order.

While sharing in common with all of the loyal people the joy that 
our government has been so victorious, we are reminded that we have 
also assembled to contemplate the best interests of the Order, to legis­
late for its advantages, to extend its influence and its prestige. May 
the results of our deliberations prove our allegiance to this grand 
organization, and the wisdom of our actions assure a bright and 
prosperous future.

HEADQUARTERS.
Headquarters were established at Room 947, Tremont Building, 

Boston, Mass., soon after the election of the Commauder-in-Chief, and 
upon the arrival of the headquarters furniture, September 25, the 
otlice was formally opened for the transaction of business.

The routine work has received prompt attention, and was con­
ducted under the personal attention of the Coinmnudcr-in-Chief, who 
visited the headquarters each day until he entered the service.

The bond of the Commandcr-in-Chief was tiled with and accepted 
by the Council-in-Chief. The bond of the Adjutant-General was de­
livered to the Commauder-in-Chief.

The various books of records have received proper attention and 
contain all of the facts belonging thereto.

DECISIONS.

The Commander-in Chief has rendered twenty-eight official decis­
ions, which are annexed to this report.

DIGEST OF DECISIONS, ETC.
'.rhe publication of a Blue Book, containing a codification of De­

cisions and Opinions of Past Commanders-in-Chief and Past Judge 
Advocate-Generals, for various reasons having been deferred from time 
to time, has made much unnecessary work for the officials of the past 
few years, and some authentic source of information, containing the 
interpretation of the law of the Order was, as it has been, an impera­
tive need. Judge Advocate-General Edward lv. Gould for many years 
has been a careful student on the law of the Order. Possessed of a 
natural ability, combined with legal training, he had prepared a most 
excellent tabulation of the important decisions and opiuions that have 
been rendered by past officers and accepted by the Commandery-in- 
Chief. This work was submitted to the Commauder-in-Chief and at



SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.14

once lie became impressed with its true value. Arrangements were 
made with the Judge Advocate-General for publishing his “ Digest,” 
and bearing the indorsement of the Commander-in-Chief, the book was 
placed before the members through the proper channels. The work of 
Brother Gould has received many commendations and has certainly 
proved of great advantage to the Order.

In my opinion, aud I feel I speak the sentiments of many brothers, 
including the Commander-in-Chief, this Encampment should take such 
action as will lead to the official adoption of the “ Digest of Decisions 
aud Opinions.”

It should be mentioned that Brother Gould has performed this 
important service without expense to the Commandery-in-Chief.

!
Hi' \

.
. !

CONSTITUTION, RULES AND REGULATIONS.

The Constitution, Rules aud Regulations has apparently filled all 
of the requirements of the Order since its adoption in 1894. Very few, 
if any, changes have been suggested since that time, and those of a 
minor nature.

The committee authorized by the last Encampment to draft a new 
eligibility clause have been appointed and will report to this Encamp­
ment. Along the line of the suggestion of Past Commander-in-Chief 
Rake, the insertion of a brief historical sketch of the Order would be 
an appropriate addition. It is respectfully suggested that a committee 
be designated to prepare the same, to serve without expense to the 
Commandery.

•
i:1

i1 RITUAL.
In accordance with the vote of the last Encampment a committee 

of three was appointed to “ revise and improve our ritual so that it 
shall possess the dramatic action and force of which it is now devoid.” 

This committee will report to the Encampment.
.

DIVISIONS.
The standing of the several Divisions as a whole has somewhat 

improved. The officers as a rule arc competent and display an interest 
in their work.

As in the past, the one great fault is the dilatory methods pursued 
in forwarding the quarterly reports. Camps are not entirely to blame, 
if the Division Commander is negligent in demanding the reports. 
Blanks should be forwarded to Camps at least two weeks before the 
close of a quarter, and the reports called for by headquarters promptly 
within the time specified by the C., R. and R. No reasonable excuse 
for delay could then exist. In some few cases we have received re­
ports from Divisions three months after the close of the quarter. 
Commanders who are as neglectful as this are not competent to 
command their Divisions.

: !

COURTS-MARTIAL.
The Commander-in-Chief has been called upon to decide but one 

courts-martial case. Two other instances exist where blanks have
■
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reached these headquarters, but in each case for reasons of their defect­
iveness have been returned to be properly submitted.

bonus. '
The bonds of Division Commanders have been submitted, but 

because of a misunderstanding relative to aftixing the required revenue 
stamp several bonds have been returned. It is only a matter of a 
little delay for compliance with the law before all bonds will be on file.

The question of bonds is an important one, and it would seem that 
a more satisfactory state of affairs would exist if the Commaudery 
provides for the acceptance of surety bonds, the costs of which could 
consistently be borne by the Commaudery, Division or Camp, as the 
case may be.

COMMITTEES.
The several special committees provided for by the last Encamp­

ment have been appointed. Reports will undoubtedly be submitted for 
the information of the delegates.

RELATIONS WITH THE G.A li.

Our relations with the Grand Army of the Republic have been of 
a most agreeable nature. The Commauder-in-Chief has been privileged 
to become intimately acquainted with Commauder-iu-Chief J. P. S. 
Gobin, and has been in company with that gallant soldier on a number 
of occasions, notably a visit with him to the city of Charleston, S.C., 
where he was shown many courtesies by the Confederate veterans, and 
especial kindnesses at the hands of Commander-iu-Chief Smyth of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans.

General Gobin has at all times been willing to advance the inter­
ests of our organization wherever and whenever the opportunity was 
presented.

MEMBERSHIP.
During the past; year we have endeavored to increase the member­

ship of the Order, and have received excellent support from a majority 
of the Divisions, the work of Pennsylvania, New York and Michigan 
being especially commendable.

The causes that have led to the fluctuations in gains by muster and 
loss by suspension in our membership, have been the cause for very 
serious thought on the part of all who have a deep interest, in the 
welfare of the Order.

At the outset the administration became convinced that whatever 
the causes, there was but one remedy that was applicable, aud that was 
to get in close touch with Division officers, past officers and influential 
members, to bespeak their cooperation, to arouse interest in their own 
and neighboring localities, and to secure their individual efforts to in­
crease the standing. For this purpose a large number of letters were 
sent out, and the quarterly reports following the same would indicate 
that satisfactory responses had been made. Commencing with the first 
quarterly returns, September, 185)7, it was found that reports for the 
previous quarter had been incorrect in many cases, made so by changes
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that were accessary to render a proper accounting of membership to 
both National and Division headquarters. The reports up to and iu- 
cludiug that of the quarter ending March 31, 1898, resulted in a net 
gain of 3,009 members, a gain a trifle less than ten per cent. This 
was the first time for a number of years gains were shown for three 
successive quarters, and was very encouraging.

The June quarter has been less successful, directly due to two 
causes, as this particular quarter has invariably been one of the best of 
the year.

First, the outbreak of the war with Spain called forth a great num­
ber of the most interested Camp workers; it occupied the mind of all 
members; Camp work and the work of recruiting took the more proper 
form of recruiting for the country. It should be mentioned here that 
from advices received we are led to believe that in every Division an 
effort was made to have the authorities accept the services of a Sons 
of Veterans regiment, for which the volunteers were ready to respond 
wheu services were called for.

Secondly, to secure reports in time to prepare them for presenta­
tion to this Encampment, it was necessary to call upon the Division 
Commanders to submit the same at an earlier date than on any pre­
vious quarter. A needless amount of neglect shown by Camps failing 
to report caused unusually large suspensions, but we are assured that 
the current quarter will find these Camps and members reinstated. The 
number in good standing, June 30, 1897, was 1,178 Camps, 31,742 
members; June 30, 1898, 1,135 Camps, 32,617 members. A net gain 
for the year of 875 members.

The future may bring about many changes in the lines upon which 
we are at present constituted. There are man}’ who think that changes 
are necessary, and many brothers are of the opinion that we should 
become more of a historical society, dropping our semi-military charac­
teristics. Legislation to this effect will probably be proposed at 
distant date, but whatever changes are made, to keep the membership 
at a point where it properly belongs, will require, as it has in the past, 
the selection of competent Camp officers, for in the Camps is the 
strength of our Order, and upon them individually rests the responsi­
bility for progress or retrogression.

no

SONS OF VETERANS VOLUNTEERS.

True to the teachings of the Order, the Sons of Veterans have 
played no inconspicuous part in responding to the call for volunteers 
in the war with Spain. At this time it is impossible to give the exact 
numbers that represent our organization, but it can be safely estimated 
that there will be found a larger percentage of Sons of Veterans in the 
service, than any other organized body or society. It would be unfair 
to attempt to compare the Divisions in this respect, but it is hoped 
that at an early date, data will have been secured from each Camp 
showing the number of enlistments among the members.

Three companies composed exclusively of Sons of Veterans 
known: Co. L, 33d Michigan, was in the battle at Sihoney July 1 and

are
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performed gallant service. Michigan also raised another company for 
the 35th regiment and was ready for service. Minnesota furnished 
Co. L of the 12th regiment, composed of members of St. Paul Camp 
No. 1, iu response to the first call. This company has been encamped 
at Chickamauga since that time.

As has been stated heretofore, all over the country the Order was 
active, and had a third or fourth call been made it is probable that we 
should have been honored with regiments from the several States, but 
while the opportunity was lacking, it was a practical demonstration 
that the Sons of Veterans are worthy of their sires, and the patriotic 
principles of the Order have beeu well exemplified in the loyalty of its 
members.

It is no injustice to those who were not fortunate enough to have 
eutered the service to mention the following brothers as commissioned 
officers of volunteers: —

Commandcr-in-Chief Charles K. Darling, Major Sixth Massachusetts. 
Past Division Commander Charles W. Abbott, Jr., Colonel First Rhode

Island.
Past Division Commander Thomas Z. Morrow, Jr., Captain First

Kentucky.
Past Division Commander Frank L. Greene, Captain First Vermont.
Past Division Commander A. L. Sorter, Jr., Captain Fifty-second Ipwa. 
Past Division Commander Manley Wren, Captain Fifth Missouri.
Past Division Commander lv U. Carter, First Lieutenant Sixth Tennessee. 
Past Inspector-General Arthur II. Spink, Lieutenant First Rhode Island.

There are undoubtedly many more of our brothers among the offi­
cers, but those mentioned above have been made known to headquarters, 
and are reported to this Eucampment for your information.

OFFICERS AND STAFF.

The Commander-in-Chief has been associated with a set of capa­
ble officers, and has expressed to me his satisfaction iu this respect. 
Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief George E. Cogshall, Junior Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief James W. Noel, the Couucil-in-Chief, Brothers 
Hammer, Borin and I-Iaycraft, have at all times rendered whatever 
service assigned them in a most competent manner.

Quartermaster-General Loebenstein has conducted his department, 
as in the past, with the same high degree of efficiency that has rendered 
his services of almost inestimable value to the Order.

Inspector-General Durston, Surgeon-General Gardner and Cliap- 
lain-iu-Chicf Veazey have been active, and have faithfully discharged 
all of the duties incumbent upon them.

Judge Advocate-General Gould has rendered conspicuous service, 
and has proven himself to be the equal if not the superior of any of 
those who have honored his position in previous years.

The Adjutant-General is indebted to all of these officers for in­
numerable favors and deems himself fortunate in having served with 
them. Asst. Adjt.-Gen. Thomas J. Hannon has loyally given his time 
and services, and the value thereof has beeu fully appreciated.

2

________ _
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DECISIONS — COMMANDER-IN-CIIIEF.

Decision T.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. I.)
Boston, Mass., Sept. 28, 1S97.

Col. Charles L. Pierce,
Commander California and Hawaiian Islands Division, S.V., U.S.A. 

Sail Francisco, Cal.
Dear Sir and Brother: The question submitted by Past Division Com­

mander Charles C. Houck of your Division relative to the number of members 
in good standing in a Camp necessary to hold its charter when no proposition 
for surrender of the same is made, is fully answered by Opinion I. of the 
.Judge Advocate-General, forwarded herewith. I concur in his opinion that the 
charter may under these circumstances be held by a quorum five mem­
bers), but cannot refrain from expressing the hope that the practical applica­
tion of it may be limited, and that in this particular case, the Santa Cruz Camp 
will realize its expectations in recruiting soon to a larger membership.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander-in- Ch icf.Attest:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision II.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. II.)
Boston, Mass., Sept. 28, 1897.

Col Orange II. Cook,
Commander Mass. Division, S. V., U.S.A.

Melrose, Mass.
Dear Sir and Brother: I hand you herewith Opinion II. of the Judge 

Advocate-General upon the appeal of Past Captain Charles F. Perkins of Camp 
No. 8, Division of Massachusetts,'in the matter of his trial and sentence by 
courts-martial. The ground of the appeal and the reasons for not sustaining 
the same are set forth at length in the Opinion, in which I fully concur, 
appeal is therefore dismissed; the record and proceedings of the court 
declared regular; your decision thereon affirmed and you will take such further 
action as devolves upon you to carry the sentence into cll’cct.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander-i n -Ch icf.

The
arc

Attest:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-Central.

Decision III.—(J. A.-Gcn., Op. III.)
Col. Orange II. Cook,

Commander Mass. Division, S V., U.S.A.
Melrose, Mass.

My Dear Commander: I hand you herewith Opinion III. of the Judge 
Advocate-General, upon the question submitted by Camp 37 of your Division, 
relative to the manner in which a candidate may, after having received the 
degrees of Friendship and Charity, and then removed beyond the limits of his 
Camp, receive the degree of Loyalty from a Camp located at his new place of 
residence. The opinion of the Judge Advocate-General holding that the diffi­
culty cannot be met by cither dispensation or transfer, is approved, but the 
Camp may, if it so desires, surrender its jurisdiction over the recruit according 
to the method therein indicated.

Boston, Nov l, 1897.

Fraternally yours.
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Com mander-in-Chief.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adiulant-General.
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Decision IV. — (J. A.-Gen., Op. IV.)
Boston, Mass., Nov. 8, 1897.

Col. Orange II. Cook,
Commander Massachusetts Division, S. F., U.S.A. 

Melrose, Mass.
Dear Sir and Brother: The opinion of the Judge Advocate-General, that a 

brother'while under suspension from the Order by sentence of courts-martial 
cannot, during swell period of suspension, be tried for another offence, is 
approved, and you will sec that the brothers of Camp S, by whom the inquiry 
is submitted, arc so informed.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES Iv. DARLING,

Commander-in-Ch ief.Official:
Feed E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision V.
Boston, Mass., Nov. 26, 1S97.

Col. Charles C. Townsend,
Commander Wisconsin Division, S.V., U.S.A. 

Benton, Wis.
\

My Dear Commander: I am in receipt of your inquiry with copy of dis­
charge of Charles Shcad, a mechanic in the employ of the Quartermaster’s 

•Department, which reads as follows: —
“This is to certify that the bearer, Chas. Shcad, has been employed in 

the Q.M. Department, under my direction, and has been honorably discharged 
this 81st day of March, 1865.

JOHN GODFREY, *
Capt. tC A. Q.M.'1

In view of several previous Decisions and Opinions, notably Opinion Y. 
of Judge Advocate-General Weeks, Journal Tenth Annual Encampment, page 

am constrained to hold that the son of the said Charles Shead is not 
eligible to membership in our Order.
103

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES Iv. DARLING,

Commander-in-Chief.Official:
Feed E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision VI.
Boston, Mass., Nov. 26, 1897.Aluekt Sievies, J it.,

Yonkers, N.Y.
Dear Sir and Brother: Your communication forwarded by the Captain of 

George B. McClellan Camp No. 71, and bearing also the endorsement of Com­
mander Dlven of the New York Division, submits for decision the following:

Can the Colonel of this Division be Captain of his Camp and Colonel of this 
Division at the same time?” obviously the question upon which a ruling is 
sought is the one many times decided: “ Can two commissions be held at the 
same time?” The earliest precedent, to the efl'eet that they cannot, is, I think, 
to l)o found in Opinion XXX., Blue Book, page 27, and there is a long line of 
subsequent Decisions sustaining the position then takcu by Commauder-in- 
Cliicf Griffin. My decision must be in accord therewith.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Co mma ndcr-in - Ch ief.

•.

5

Official:
Feed E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

■ ■
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Decision VII. — (J. A.-Gen., Op. V.)
Boston, Mass., Nov. 29, 1897.

Col E. E. Schoening,
Commander Missouri Division, S. V., U.S.A. 

St. Louis, Mo.
i:iII My Dear Commander: The appeal of Admiral Porter Camp No. 47, Divi­

sion of Missouri, from your decision that members can be suspended only by 
vote of a Camp, and that a quarterly report showing suspension must, in any 
individual case, precede a report wherein the member appears as “dropped,” 
is sustained. The grounds on which it must now be held, that members -whose 
dues are unpaid become “suspended” or “dropped,” purely by operation of 
law, fully appear in Opinion V. of the Judge Advocate-General. The repeal of 
the legislation which rendered necessary Coramander-iu-Chicf Russell’s Deci­
sions IX. and XXVI. (which repeal was on his own recommendation), may be 
found on page 132, Proceedings Fifteenth (Louisville) Encampment.

I return you Exhibits A-C 4 (13 enclosures), and have retained to (lie 
with the papers here Exhibits D (the appeal of the Camp), E (the letter staling 
whereon you based your decision), and the list of papers forwarded.

You will transmit to Capt. J. 0. Damm, commanding Camp 47, the 
copies of this Decision aud Opinion of the Judge Advocate-General, handed

Fraternally yours,

H!

li

you herewith.
SC CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commandcr-i n- Ch ief.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.
:

Decision VIII. — (J. A.-Gen., Op. VI.)
Boston, Mass., Nov, 29, 1897.

i Col. Charles W. Abjjot, Jr.,
Commander lihode Island Division, S. V., U.S.A. 

Providence, R.I.
My Dear Commander: I concur in the Opinion of the Judge Advocate- 

General that the case submitted by you for decision, relative to the status of a 
Division olliccr whose Camp has disbanded, but who avails himself of a transfer 
card, is one in which the question of due diligence may well enter to determine 
whether or not he has forfeited his ollicial position.

It would appear from the statement of facts set forth in your letter and 
incorporated in full in the Opinion (VI.), that laches or negligence cannot be 
imputed to him, but on the contrary, he seems to have acted with /.cal to make 
use of the card and thus retain his membership in the Order. In the absence, 
therefore, of evidence tending to show that there was inexcusable delay in so 
doing, I must hold that the ofllce is not vacated and that he has lost none of 
his rights as a Division olliccr.■• : Fraternally yours,

CHARLES lv. DARLING,
Com ma ndcr-in-Ch ief.Ofllcial:

Fred E. Bolton,
A djuta nl- Gc n c ra l.i

i;
Decision IX.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. VII.);

Boston, Mass., Jan. 13, 1898.:
Col W. P. Fedkr,

Commander Kansas Division, S.V., U.S.A.
Great Bend, Kan.

My Dear Commander: Opinion VII. of the Judge Advocate-General upon 
the case of 0. M. Lippert, who was elected Captain of Smith Semple Camp of 
your Division, aud served nearly the full term in that capacity, or until his 
Camp surrendered its charter and became merged into Camp 223, is handed 
you herewith.

M

?!

!'
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I agree with the opinion of the Judge Advocate-General that he is not, 
upon this statement of facts, entitled to the honors of a Past Captain. As 
pointed out in the opinion, this rule may and does doubtless often work a hard­
ship upon most deserving brothers, but the express provisions of the Constitu­
tion, Rules and Regulations cannot be set aside by the Commauder-in-Chief.

Yours fraternally,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Com mander-in- Chief.Ollicial:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision X.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. VIII.)
Boston, Mass., Feb. 12, 1898.

Col. Charles C. Townsend,
Commander Wisconsin Division, S.V., U.S.A. 

Benton, Wis.
Ahj Dear Commander: Returning you hcrewith'copy of the courts-martial 

proceedings in the case of Brother Adolph Derusha of George 1). Stanton 
Camp, No. 25, your Division, 1 am obliged to disapprove the findings and 
sentence because of the irregularities noted in Opinion VIII. of the Judge 
Advocate-General, a transcript of which I also hand you.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES Iv. DARLING,

Comma n der-in Ch ief.Ollicial:
Feed E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XI.
Boston, Mass., Feb. 12, 1898.

Col. Jesse R. Dung an,
Commander New Jersey Division, S.V., U.S.A.

Somerville, N.J.
My Dear Commander: In the matter of the eligibility to membership of 

Fremont Tiet/.e, which comes before me for rehearing on the petition of the 
Commander of the New Jersey Division:

This case was passed upon by Commandcr-in-Chicf 
V., wherein it was held that Fremont Tiet/.e had been illegally mustered iuto 
the Order, and consequently that his said muster was null and void. Upon 
appeal, this decision was sustained by the Commandcry-in-Chicf. With this as 
the record of the case 1 should ordinarily refrain from acting upon the petition 
for a rehearing in manner other than to grant the same, and then refer to the 
next Commandcry-in-Chicf such new evidence as was produced, together with 
a recommendation thereon, not withstanding the fact that a careful examination 
of the proceedings of the Sixteenth Annual Encampment leads me to the con­
clusion that ilie case, when before the Commandcry-in-Chief, turned largely 
upon irregularity in the appeal, and that the new evidence then ottered, but 
which Commander-in-Chief Hake had not at hand when rendering his decisiou, 
was not considered. But having granted the petition for a rehearing, I find 
it now in evidence that Emil Tiet/.e, father of Fremont Tiet/.e, enlisted in 
Captain James M. Bell’s Unattached Independent Cavalry Company of Pennsyl­
vania, and was mustered into the ninety days State Militia June 30, 18(53, and 
was honorably discharged Aug. 9, 1863. That the troops served under the 
command of Colonel Nelson A. Miles in the Department of the Susquehanna, 
commanded by Major-General Darius N. Couch, both of these olllcers holding 
commissions in the United States service. The members of this Company 
took the oath of allegiance to the United States, and the command was actually 
employed, under orders of Colonel Miles and General Couch, in resisting the 
invasion of the State of Pennsylvania by Lee’s army,-having been turned over 
to the United Stales authorities by the Governor of Pennsylvania for that 
purpose. It also appears that this Company was paid, subsisted and clothed

Rake in his Decision
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by the United States Government. Furthermore, it appears in evidence that a 
decision has been rendered by the Commauder-in-Chicf of the Grand Array of 
the Republic holding that the men composing the Independent Troop of Cavalry, 
commanded by Captain James M. Hell, arc eligible to membership in the Grand 
Army of the Republic. The oflicial records cited have been carefully examined 
and found to contain all that is claimed for them.

From this new evidence and statement of facts, T am satisfied that Emil 
Tietze, father of Fremont Tietze, “ served in the Union Army,” and has an 
honorable discharge. I therefore declare Fremont Tietze eligible to member­
ship in our Order, and that lie should be reinstated with his past rank.

In addition to the formal petitions, abstract of new evidence and copy of 
argument, there are retained with the papers in the case until such time as this 
decision may be acted upon by the Commnndcry-in-Chicf, the original discharge; 
letter from Major-General Nelson A. Miles, U S.A., dated April S, 1S97; two 
letters from Major James M. Bell, U.S.A., dated Jan. 20 and Nov. 7, 1S97; 
letter from Commander of Lieutenant S. C. Potts Post, No. 02, Department of 
Pennsylvania, G.A.R., dated Dec. 2, 1897, and letter of Thomas J. Stewart, 
Adjutant-General of the G.A.R., dated Nov. 23, 1897.

Fraternally yours.
CHARLES lv. DARLING,

Co m m a nde r- i n- Ch vf.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XII.—(J. A.-Gen., Op. IX.)
Boston, Mass., Feb. 20, 189S.

Col. Charles C. Townsend,
Commander Wisconsin Division, S. V, U.S.A. 

Benton, Wis.
My Dear Commander: The request of George D. Stanton Camp No. 27*, 

of your Division, for a decision upon the question whether the crime of burg­
lary committed by a youth of the age of fifteen years, for which he was 
sentenced to the Slate Reform School, constitutes an infamous crime within 
the meaning of Section 1, Article V., C., R. and R., has been received and referred 
to the Judge Advocate-General. 1 hand you herewith a copy of the opinion of 
the Judge Advocate-General, and must concur in his conclusion, that burglary, 
committed by persons of whatever age, is an infamous crime, and hence 
renders one convicted thereof ineligible to membership in our Order.

Fraternally yours,
* CHARLES Iv. DARLING.

Comma nder-i n-Ch iff..Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XIII.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. X.)
Boston, Mass., Feb. 20, 1898.

Col. James M. Mathews,
Commander New Jersey Division, S. V., U.S.A.,

Trenton, X. J.
My Dear Commander: A question referred to me for decision, by your 

predecessor, relative to a member of a disbanded Camp being entitled to a 
transfer card, is fully stated in Opinion X. of the Judge Advocate-General. 
If the brother therein referred to was in good standing at the time of the 
dissolution of the Camp to which he formerly belonged, you arc authorized to 
issue to him a transfer card, which if deposited in the Camp to which he now 
belongs will enable him to retain his past rank.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES Iv. DARLING,

C< > m maud c r-in-Chiej.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.
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Decision XIV.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XI.)
Boston, Mass,, April 2, 1898.

Col. Leonard C. Coucii,
Corn mender Massachusetts Division, S. V., (J-S.A 

Taunton, Mass.
My Dear Commander: I concur in Opinion XI. of tlic Judge Advocatc- 

Ocneral, a copy of which is inclosed, that under Sectiou 2 of Chapter V., 
Article VII., C , R and It., a Camp may, at its option, require of the members 
of its Camp Council, holding funds of the Camp, either a bond in which all 
members of the Council join, or a bond from each of the several members of 
the Council. In other words, ‘-jointly and severally” are construed to mean 
“jointly or severally.”

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander-in- Ch ief.Olllcial:
Fred E. Bolton,

.\dju la nt- General.

Decision XV.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XU.)
Boston, Mass., April S, 1898.

Col. J. M. Dives,
Commander New York Division, S. lr., U.S.A.

, Elmira, N.Y.
My Dear Commander: I concur in the opinion of the Judge Advocate- 

General that the son of an honorably discharged soldier who enlisted under an 
assumed name is eligible to admission into our Order, providing proof of the 
relation of father and son is furnished and the reason of the apparent discrep­
ancy in names is clearly set forth in the application.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Com mander-in- Chief.Olllcial:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XVI.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XIII.)
Boston, Mass., April 9, 1898.

Col. W. W. Lapoint,
Commander Vermont Division, S. lr., U.S.A.

Barre, Vt.
My Dear Commander: Opinion XIII., of the Judge Advocate-General, sent 

you herewith, states fully the question submitted by you for decision, and ’ 
meets-with my approval, both as to the interpretation of Section 2, Article III., 
page 21, C , R. and R., and the manner in which, because of alleged error in 
the record of proceedings of the Lyndonville Encampment, the difficulty may 
now best be surmounted. A Division Encampment has the power to make pro­
vision for its next meeting and failing so to do the Division Couucil is author­
ized to act. The record of the Encampment shows (erroneously it is claimed) 
that such provision was made, by leaving the selection of time and place to the 
incoming Division Commander, Senior Vice and Junior Vice Division Com­
manders. You are, under the circumstances, authorized to have these three 
officers select the time and place of meeting and submit their dccisiou to the 
Division Council for ratification.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES Iv. DARLING,

Commandcr-i n- Chief.Official:
Fred E. Boi.ton,

Adjutant-General.
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Decision XVII. — (J.A.-Geu., Op. XIV.)
Boston, Mass , April 23, 1898.

Col. Leonard C. Couch,
Commander Massachusetts Division, S. V., U.S.A. 

Taunton, Mass.
My Dear Commander: The question is submitted by the Captaiu of Lieut.- 

Col. Henry Merritt Camp No. 8 of Salem, whether a brother suspended by 
courts-martial is liable for his dues during the time he is so suspended. I hand 
you herewith Opinion XIV. of the Judge Advocate-General, holding that such 
suspended brother is liable for dues during the period of his suspension.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES I\. DARLING,

Commander-in- Chief.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XVIII. — (J. A.-Geu., Op. XV.)
Boston, Mass., April 23, 1898.

Col. C. V. Savidge,
Commander Washington Division, S. V., U.S.A. 

Olympia, Wash.
My Dear Commander: I concur in the opinion of the Judge Advocate- 

General, that a Camp officer must lie commissioned in the position to which he 
has been elected. If a Division Encampment has established a fee for com­
missions of Camp officers, and such officers decline to pay the same, the 
Division Commander may, after notice to the delinquent, order the officer next 
in rank (who has complied with the requirements lixed by the Division 
Encampment) to assume command of the Camp.

• Fraternally yours,
CHARLES Iv. DARLING,

Commander-in- Ch ief.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XIX. — (J. A.-Gen., Op. XVI.)
Boston, Mass., May 31, 1898.

Col. L. C. Couch,
Commander Massachusetts Division, S. V., U.S.A. 

Taunton, Mass.
My Dear Commander: I concur in the opinion of the Judge Advocate- 

General, that a dropped member of a Camp who has subsequently paid all 
arrearages, together with muster fee, and applies for an honorable discharge 

. because of inability to be present at any meeting for muster, cannot be granted 
an honorable discharge until lie has been remustered as a member of the Order.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Co m m a nder- i n - Ch i< f..Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XX.—(J. A.-Gen., Op. XVII.)
Boston, Mass., July G, 1898.

Col. J W. S. Dillon,
Commander Missouri Division, S. V., U.S.A.

Grant City, Mo.
My Dear Commander: I hand you herewith Opinion XVII. of the Judge 

Advocate-General upon the resolution adopted by the Encampment of the

_________
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Missouri Division, and fully concur in his conclusion that the same is 
unconstitutional. Fraternally yours,

CHARLES Iv. DARLING,
Com mander-in- Chief.Official:

Fred E. Boltox,
Adjutant-General.

Decision XXI.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XVIII.)
Boston, Mass., July G, 1S9S.

Col. John Redmond,
Commander Kansas Division, S. F., U.S.A.

Wichita, Kansas.
My Dear Commander: I hand you herewith Opinion XVIII. of the Judge 

Advocate-General upon the various questions submitted by you in regard to 
Camp 127 of Leavenworth, and I fully concur in this opinion.

Yours fraternally,
Official: CHARLES K. DARLING,

Co mma n der- i n - Ch iof.Fred E. Bolton,
Adjutant-General.

Decision XXII.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XIX.)
Boston, Mass., July G, 189S.

Col. Leon L. Hall,
Commander Connecticut Division, S. V., U.S.A.

Wallingford, Conn.
My Dear Commander: I hand you herewith Opinion XIX. of the Judge 

Advocate-General upon question submitted by Captain Arthur T. Bogue of 
Griffin A. Stedman Camp of Hartford.

I fully concur in this, opinion, the obligation of membership to be the 
obligation in the degree of Loyalty, in accordance therewith, and that this 
obligation is the only one required to be administered to a recruit to legally

Fraternally yours.muster him.
CHARLES Iv. DARLING,

Com m and cr-in- Ch ief.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XXIII.—(J. A.-Gen., Op. XX.)
Boston, Mass., July 12, 189S.

Col. Charles L. Fierce,
Commander Division of California and Hawaiian Islands, S.Y., U.S A. 

San Francisco, Cal.
My Dear Commander: I concur in flic opinion of the Judge Advocate- 

General, which is handed you herewith, that a Fast Captain joining a Camp by 
transfer, takes precedence as such in said Camp from the date of his admis­
sion, rather than from the date when he acquired his past liouors.

Fraternallv vours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander-i n-Ch ief.
Official:

Fred E. Bolton,
. 1 dj utant-Gene ra l.

Decision XXIV.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XXI.)
Boston, Mass., July 25, 1398.

Col. J. w. S. Dillon,
Commander Missouri Division, S. F., U.S.A.

Grant City, Mo.
My Dear Commander: I hand you herewith Opinion XXI. of the Judge 

Advocate-General, upon a resolution passed by the Encampment of the
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Missouri Division substituting the printed proceedings of the Encampment for 
the written record, and I concur with the same and also with the recommenda­
tion in regard to their certification by the Adjutant.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Co mrna ndcr- i n - Chief.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XXV.— (J. A.-Gen., Op. XXII.)
Boston, Mass., Aug. 1G, 1898.

Col. Charles L. Pierce,
Commander Division of California and Hawaiian Islands, S. V., U.S.A., 

San Francisco, Cal.
hand you herewith Opinion XXTI. of the JudgeMy Dear Commander:

Advocate-General in which I concur. The insignia of rank of the Division 
Chaplain and Surgeon is that provided for the personal stall’ of the Division 
Commander, the rank strap with one bar.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Co m m andcr- i n-Ch i of.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Decision XXVI.— (J. A.-Gen. Op. XXIII.)
Boston, Mass., Aug. 10, 1S98.

Col. Charles L. Pierce,
Commander Division of California and Hawaiian Islands, S. lr., U.S.A. 

San Francisco, Cal.
My Dear Commander: I hand you herewith Opinion XXIII. of the 

Judge Advocate-General upon the question of precedence of a Past Captain 
who rejoins on transfer from another Camp the one in which he attained past 
honors. I concur in this opinion that lie takes precedence from the date of 
his admission on transfer, and not from the date on which lie became a Past 
Captaiu.

i

Fraternally yours,! CHARLES Iv. DARLING,
Co in m a n do r-i n -Ch iffOfficial:

Fred E. Bolton,
Adi utant- Gen e ra l.

Decision XXVII. —(J. A.-Gen. Op. XXIV.)
Boston, Mass., Aug. 1G, 1898.

Col. E. II. Archer,
Commander Ohio Division, .S'. I', U.S.A.

Columbus, 0.
My Dear Commander: I return you herewith copy of the court-martial 

proceedings in the case of Brother William E. Teetor of William Meade Camp 
No. ‘IG, your Division. I am obliged to disapprove the findings and sentence 
because of the irregularities noted in Opinion XXIV. of the Judge Advocate- 
General, a transcript of which I also hand you.

You are charged with the duty of having this Camp proceed with a new 
trial in which the irregularities noted in this case must be avoided.

Fraternally yours,
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander-in-Ch i\ f.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

!
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ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT.
RECORDS.

The books of records arc complete with the facts, that have been a 
portion thereof, during the past year.

QUARTERLY REPORTS.
The quarterly reports have been received from all Divisions, al­

though much time and effort was involved in securing them from some 
Divisions. The collection of per capita tax, particularly the proper 
amounts for reinstatements, has been carefully observed.

I concur in and repeat the suggestion of my immediate predecessor 
that a decided improvement can aud should be made in Form No. 37, 
by incorporating therein proper columus to designate the number of 
quarters in arrears of suspended members who become reinstated, that 
the tax actually due headquarters may be readily determined. When 
new blanks arc printed this addition should be made.

form 40.
I would also respectfully concur in the judgment of former Adju­

tant-General Hammer relative to Form 19, that information concerning 
the appointive Division staff ollicers may be included in the facts 
required by this form.

APPLICATIONS AND CHARTERS.
Charter applications for one hundred aud sixty-nine Camps have 

been approved. There have been mustered and reported to these 
headquarters one hundred and sixtv-nine Camps, for which charters 
have been issued.

COMMISSIONS, ORDERS, ETC.
There have been promulgated five General Orders, nine Special 

Orders and three circulars.
A total of seventy-live commissions has been issued in accord­

ance with the Constitution, Rules and Regulations.
Ancestors’ records have been furnished by the War aud Navy 

Departments through these headquarters to one hundred and thirty- 
four applicants.

By-Laws and Amendments to By-Laws have been approved for 
the following Divisions: Colorado, Connecticut, Maine, Nebraska and 
New Jersey.

DISPENSATIONS.

There have been requested and issued eleven dispensations. The 
practice of granting a general dispensation, with especial privileges 
connected therewith, is a poor one. To grant the right to muster camps 
without the application for charter first being approved by the Com- 
mandery headquarters has been a general practice. We have not cur­
tailed that right, but, in my opinion, it is not a necessity, nor does it 
in any way prove of advantage to Divisions. It should either be dis­
continued, or if not, and it is considered of any value to the Divisions, 
a nominal fee should be charged.
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TABLES.
Annexed to this report will be found several statements in tabu­

lated form, condensing information of interest to the Order.

FINANCIAL RELATIONS WITH QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

There has been received and turned over to the Quartermaster- 
General the following amounts : —

For Per Capita Tax 
For Charter Fees

Total

85,452 52 
345 50

85,798 02

OLD DOCUMENTS.
Among the papers turned over from preceding administrations, 

there was found in a large box, the contents of several compartments 
of the filing case. These were unassorted and badly mixed together. 
An examination proved the bulk of. these papers to relate to inspec­
tions, quarterly reports, mustering officers’ reports, old rosters, courts- 
martial, etc. They have been resorted, compiled as near as possible 
by administrations, and packed away properly labelled. The papers 
are of no practical value, and as all of the principal facts arc to be 
found either in the records or printed proceedings of the National En­
campments, I would respectfully suggest that the succeeding adminis­
tration be authorized to make an examination of the same and destroy 
such of the papers as are of no value for preservation. The freight 
bills on this mass of accumulated data of the past is a needless expense.

OFFICIAL VISITATIONS.
In company with the Commandcr-in-Chief I had the honor to 

attend the Encampments of the Massachusetts and New Hampshire 
Divisions, and a great many camp-fires and public gatherings.

It was my privilege, with Judge Advocate-General Gould, to rep­
resent the Conunandery at the Encampment of the Maine Division.

CONCLUSION.
I desire to express my thanks at this time to the Division Com­

manders and their officers with' whom I have had official relations, as 
well as to the Commaudery officers and my associates on the stalT of 
the Commnnder-iu-Chief. I am indebted to all for many courtesies, 
and the fact that the work of the past year has been marked by perfect 
harmony is a matter of especial pleasure and gratification. I have en­
deavored to serve the Order to the best of my ability, and while cir­
cumstances have involved considerably more responsibility than was 
anticipated, 1 trust my services have been such as to warrant satis­
faction on the part of the delegates who honored the Commander-in- 
Chief with a unanimous election one year ago, and will have proven to 
merit the approval of Commander-in-Chief Darling, who, in response 
to the call of duty, was obliged to leave for the past few months the 
affairs of the Order in less experienced hands than his own.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,
Fred E. Doi.ton, Adjutant-General.

m
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RECAPITULATION.

Camps. Members. 
1,188 81,914

Members.Camps.
Number in good standing at date of last report . .

Camps. Members.
2,312 

151 
1,895

158Number members dropped.....................................
Number mustered during quarter, on which no

per capita tax is payable...........................
Amount received for per capita tax .... 
Cash on hand at Division Headquarters . .
Cash on hand in Camps.....................................
Expended in charity, as per Q.M.-Sergeants* re

ports...............................................................
Number of members or their families relieved . 
Number of veterans or their families relieved .

GAIN. 6253030By muster-in . 
By transfer . .
By reinstatement

$1,412.71
3,137.29

38,912.19
70

100 4,358Total Gain
i

4,302.031,285 80,188Aggregate
LOSS.

52
ISCamps. Members.

10 151By disbanded . . .
By death .... 
By honorable discharge 
By transfer . . .
By suspension. . .

38
80

117
60 2,700

Total loss 70 3,152

Number remaining In good standing Dee. 31, 1897 . . 1,218 33,120
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Kentucky ...............................
Maine..........................................
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recapitulation.
Members.

33,120
Camps.

1,218
Camps. Members.

Number in good standing at; date of last report .
Camps.

Number members dropped....................................
Number mustered during quarter, 011 which no

per capita tax is payable..........................
Amount received for per capita tax .... 
Cash on hand at Division Headquarters
Cash ou hand in Camps....................................
Expended in charity, as per Q.M.-Sergeants1 re

ports..............................................................
Number of members or their families relieved 
A umber of veterans or their families relieved

190
Members.

3,037
104

1,300

GAIN. 1,67770% muster-in . . . .
By transfer.....................
By reinstatement . ’. '.

Total gain 

Aggregate
LOSS.

70 $1,407.10
3,484.56

4l.SSS.0700 5,047142
38,107 3,949.811,300 67

27Members.
212

Camps.

By disbanded 
By death

«nm“(liSCbarSC
By suspension,’ * *

15 12
122
87

2,953 3,41682 97
Total loss ...............................................

dumber remaining in good standing March 31, 13.3
34,7511,268
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ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S CONSOLIDATED REPORT FOR QUARTER ENDING JUNE 30, 1898. 1
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Alabama and Tennessee..
California and H. I..........
Colorado............................
Connecticut......................
Gulf....................................
Illinois...............................
Indiana..........« ................
Iowa................................. .
Kansas.............................
Kentucky.........................
Maine .............................
Maryland.........................
Massachusetts................
Michigan..........................
Minnesota........................
Missouri...........................
Nebraska.......................
New Hampshire...........
New Jersey.. -................
New York......................
Ohio...............................
Oregon...........................
Pennsylvania.................
Rhode Island................
South Dakota............
Vermont.......................
Washington...................
West Virginia................
Wisconsin.....................

Totals.........................

$ 83 42 
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14 81 
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RECAPITULATION.
ftlemboisCamps.- Camps.Members.

31,751 272Number in good standing at date of last report
Camps.

1,2153 Number members dropped.........................................................
Number mustered during quarter, on which no per cap­

ita tax is payable................................................
Amount received for por capita tax....................
Cash on hand at division headquarters..............
Cash on hand in camps............................................
Expended in charity, as per Q. M. sergeants*

reports....................................................................
Number of membors or thoir families relieved 
Number of veterans or thoir familios relieved.

Members.gain:
By muster in-----
By transfer..........
By reinstatement 

Total gain.

6672525 2,385 $ 1,319.94 
2,870.71 

35,685.11

2,803.24

69
34 955

59 3,409
Aggregate MO1,322 38,160 24Camps.loss:

By disbanded.................
By death...........................
By honorable disoharge
By transfer.....................
By suspension.................

Total loss.............

Members.
9 161

32
109
69

178 5,172
187 5,543

Number remaining in good standing June 30th, 1898 1,135 32,017
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TABLE No. 6.

Roster of Division Commanders. 1898-1899.

Division.
Alabama and Tennessee 
California and H. I . 
Colorado .... 
Connecticut . . .
Gulf...........................
Illinois.....................
Indiana.....................
Iowa .....................
Kansas.....................
Kentucky ....
Maine.....................
Maryland .... 
Massachusetts . . 
Michigan .... 
Minnesota .... 
Missouri .... 
Nebraska .... 
New Hampshire . . 
New Jersey . . . 
New York ....
Ohio..........................
Oregon.....................
Pennsylvania . . . 
Rhode Island . . . 
South Dakota . . .
Vermont .... 
Washington . . . 
West Virginia . . 
Wisconsin ....

Commander.
II. T. COOPER.
ClIARLKS L. PlEllCK. 
Paul II. Limbacii.
Leon L. Hall.
A. M. Buciimann. 
William T. Ciiurcii.
It. S. Thompson.
W. W. Bisby.
John Redmond 
E. II Hansford. 
George E. Leighton. 
William B. King. 
Leonard C. Couch. 
Geo. E. Cogshall.
M. L Cormany.
J. W. S. Dillon.
AI TI. Rawitzer.
Henry E. Chamberlin. 
James M. Mathews.
E. W. Estes.
Edward II. Archer.
A Q. Desart.
A. S. Moulthroi*. 
Walter R. Williams. 
W. A. Morris.
William W. Lapoint. 
W. T. Cavanaugh.
A. R. Jones.
R. M. Smith.
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TABLE No. 7.

Date and Place of holding Division Encampments.

Date of Meeting.Division. Place of Meeting.

Alabama and Tennessee----
California and II.I..
Colorado....................
Connecticut----- ...
Gulf.........................
Illinois........................
Indiana........................
Iowa............................
Kansas ........................
Kentucky....................
Maine..........................
Maryland....................
Massachusetts..........
Michigan....................
Minnesota..................
Missouri....................
Nebraska ..................
New llamp.shire........
New Jersey................
New York..................
Ohio............................
Oregon........................
Pennsylvania............
Rhode Island............
South Dakota............
Vermont....................
Washington..............
West Virginia..........
Wisconsin..................

Knoxville, Tenn.
Nevada City----
Cripple Creek...
New IIaveu........

. New Orleans, La
1 Strcator ............

Columbus..........
j Sioux City..........

Wichita..............
Louisville..........
Pittsfield............
Hagerstown----
Bostou...............

j Port Huron........
Sauk Centre....
Carthage............
Omaha................
Tilton..................
Trenton..............
Peckskill............
Columbus..........
The-Dalles..........
Phillipsburg----
Providence ........
Canton ................
Barrc..................
Walla Walla....

___ Huntington........
.... Appleton............

February 23-24. 
April 10-21 
June 15-17. 
February 11. 
Julv 5.
May 10-11.
May 17-10.
June 15-10. 
April 20-22.
May 10-11.

! June 3-0.
• June 15-1(5.

Feb. 21-22.
June 14-iG.
June 14-1(5.
May 10-20. 
February 14. 
April 20-21. 
February 17. 
June 28-30.
June 8-0.
May 17.
June 14-16.

' February 1.
June 7-0.

; July 6-8.
June 15-16. 
April 26-28.
May 24-26

3
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TABLE No. 8.

Showing Charter Applications Approved, Number of Applicants, 
Charters Issued, Number of Members Mustered.i

Applications
Approved.

Charters
Issued.

Number of
Members
Mustered.

Number
Division ofi Applicants. No. of Camps.No. of Camps

■

11(5California and II.I
Colorado..............
Connecticut........
Gulf......................
'Illinois..................
Indiana................
Iowa ....................
Kansas..................
Kentucky ............
Maine....................
Massachusetts .. - 
Maryland ............

lit; iiG
20201 1
•I!)2 252
3522 34

277
1G7
275
271

1212 334
76 142i

1414 2G5
280 1011

5431 30
3822 40
3022 48 *j 14455 142

304Michigan 1710 521
54Minnesota 4 3100

108Missouri 55 110
111Nebraska 57 133
80New Hampshire 4I 82
50New Jersey.......... 2522

324
310

New York 1311 385
Ohio 1018 401

00Oregon 53 57
335Pennsylvania..........

South Dakota..........
1032111

I 125 98
08Vermont I4 08
084Washington I 08
17West Virginia 1151
17Wisconsin 1351

3 003100Totals 3 0t:s100
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GENERAL ORDERS.

11EAI>QUARTERS COM M A N DERY-JN-CHIKF,

SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A.,

Room 947, Tkkmont Building,

Boston, Mass., Sept, 25, 1897.

Gkxkral Ordkrs,
No. o.

I. Having been elected and installed Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of 
Veterans, U.S.A., command is hereby assumed and headquarters established at 
Room 947, Trcmont Building, Boston, Mass.

11. The following officers were elected by the Commanderv-in-Chief at 
its Sixteenth Annual Encampment held at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 9-11, 
1897: —

Commandcr-in-Chief, Charles K. Darling, Boston, Mass.; Senior Vice- 
Commandcr-in-Chief, George E. Cogsliall, Grand Rapids, Mich.; Junior Vicc- 
Commandcr-in-Chicf, James W. Noel, Indianapolis, Ind.; Councll-in-Cliicf, 
Horace 1-1. Hammer, Reading, Pa.; Columbus Borin, Obcrliu, Kas.j J. 13. 
llaycraft, Madclia, Minn.

III. By vote of the Commandery the next Encampment "will be held at 
Omaha, Neb , the date to be llxcd bv the Council-in-Chief.

IV. The appointment of the following staff officers is hereby announced, 
and they will be obeyed and respected accordingly: —

Adjutant-General, Fred E Bolton, Boston, Mass.; Inspector-General, J. 
Frank Durston, Syracuse, N.V.; Judge Advocate-General, Edward K. Gould, 
Rockland, Me.; Surgeon-General, Dan S. Gardner, M.D., Massillon, 0; 
Chaplain-in-Chicf, Rev. Harry L. Vea/.ey, Ilarriman, Tenn.

V. All communications for the Commander-in-Chief or Adjutant-General 
should be addressed to these Headquarters While it is intended that brothers 
of the Order should feel free at all times to communicate direct with any of
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the officers of the Conimandery-in-Cliicf upon matters affecting the -welfare of 
the organization, yet correspondence requiring official action must be forwarded 
through proper channels. Such communications from camps and individual 
members should be forwarded through, and bear the endorsement of, their 
respective Division Commanders.

Reports must be sent to the Adjutant-General, and remittances for per 
capita tax or charter fees must be made in the form of New York or Boston 
exchange and made payable to the order of the Commandcr-in-Chief. All 
orders for supplies from Division Headquarters must be made to R. Loebcnstein, 
Quartermaster-General, Room 7, 84 LaSalle St., Chicago, III., remittances for 
the same to be in the form of New York or Chicago exchange, payable to his 
order. Express or postal money orders will be received by both offices. Care 
should however be taken to have them made payable to the proper officer.

VI. The following changes in the Constitution, Rules and Regulations 
were made by the Commandery and arc now of full force and effect: —

Chapter I., Article V.

Eligibility to Membership.
Section 1. All male descendants, not less than eighteen 

years of age, of soldiers, sailors or marines who served in the 
Union army or navy during the war of 1SG1-G5, and who were 
in the service at the close of said war, or who, by reason of 
death or honorable discharge, severed their connection there­
with before the close of said war, shall be eligible to member­
ship ; provided, that no person shall be eligible who lias ever 
been convicted of any infamous crime, or who has, or whose 
father has, ever borne arms against the Government of the 
United States of America.

Chapter V., Article XX.

Jiituals, etc.
Section 2. The full use of the ritualistic ceremonies in 

the muster of recruits is optional with Camps; but the obli­
gation of membership, the closing instruction by the captain 
in the degree of Loyalty, in presenting the insignia of the 
Order, and the demonstration of the secret work shall never 
be omitted.

VII. Inspector-General J. Frank Durslon (address, White Mem. Bldg * 
Syracuse, N.Y.) is hereby ordered on duty, to take charge of the annual 
inspections.

_
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Division Inspectors arc directed to report to the above named officer for 
instructions.

Owing to the close proximity of the session of the Encampment to the 
dates specified by the C. R. & 11. for the annual camp inspections, there will be 
no important changes at this time in the form of the inspection blank.

VIII. The Encampment provided for the appointment of a number of 
special committees, the members of which will be announced in later orders.

IX. The Commandcr-in-Chief, in beginning his term of service, desires 
to call attention to the fact, that whatever the ills of the organization arc, 
however great the losses in membership have been in the past, there is in the 
bauds of every member a simple remedy, which, once properly applied, must 
have its effect.

Our fathers fought for their country and its flag; they instituted and have 
maintained their grand fraternal organization. Discouragements were faced 
and hardships endured before the Grand Army of the Republic attained its 
growth and power. The Sons of Veterans have a splendid organization, lofty 
in purpose, grand in its principles. We have gained and lost, legislated aud 
experimented; success and discouragements have been experienced, and today 
we must face the simple proposition of whether we shall enlarge our member­
ship or allow it to dwindle away so that each year our ranks become smaller 
and smaller.

IIow can each member do that which will invigorate and give new life to 
the Order? There is only one way — work! Hard, energetic, unceasing, loyal 
effort to Induce those worthy and eligible, to join with us in the duties of 
Friendship, Charity and Loyalty. This will stop the losses aud gaiu the licad- 
way we desire. It is within the power of thousands of our brothers to bring 
new members into the Order, and the Commandcr-in-Chief calls upon the rank 
and file, from the brothers who have achieved the highest honors to the newest 
recruits in the several Camps, lo work zealously for the upbuilding of the 
Order.

By command of

CHARLES Iv. DARLING,
Co m man der- fn - Ch iej\

Official:

Adjutant-General.
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Siuce last publication applications for charters have been approved as
follows: —

I No.
A I'I’Ll CANTS.Location. Division.Date. No. Casip.

Plymouth Wisconsin 28•17
Latrobe Pennsylvania

Illinois
28

Joliet 1G
Belle Fourclie So. Dakota (Dis.) 1G12

Kentucky 
Black River Falls Wisconsin (Dis.)

15Ford17
25G
1GWebb City Missouri
22Bolivar New York
28Corydon Iowa (Dis.)80
3700 Osceola «« f .
15OhioBerlin Centre
37Wisconsin•18 River Falls
10Blanchard Michigan
28289 | Pinkneyvillc 

; Everett
Illinois

28Pennsylvania
30Oregon173 Illinois
17Nebraska (Dis.)171 Farnam
15Dexter Maine
2820 Vinita, Ind. Ter. Kansas
10i Maquokcta Iowa (Dis.)15
13I Northuinberlftiid Pennsylvania
1GKentuckyDansvillc
21.... East St. T.ouis Illinois
isCedar Springs Michigan
15Colorado (Dis.)Rocky Ford 

Parkland, Okla.
18

18KansasS
28Ohio---- Errington
15Sept. 10 New YorkMorsehcads
40Bath 44 4 4

Total number of Applications for camp charters, 20; total number of
Applicants, GOO.
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I

HEADQUARTERS COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF,

SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A.,

Room 947, Trkmoxt Building,

Boston, Mass., Dec. 18, 1897.

Gknkual Ordkks, \
No. G. N

I. The following details and assignments as Assistant Iuspcctors-General 
have been made by Inspector-General J. Frank Durston, and approved by the 
Conunnnder-in-Chicf. Instructions have been issued, and a faithful per­
formance of the duty assigned is expected from each brother.

J

I
Division AddressRank.Asst.-Ins. General

Valentine Gilb, Jr. ’Past Division Commander 
Frank C. Shipley 
Columbus Itorin 
W. M. 1*. Bowen 
Josiah Gross- 
George E. Cogsliall Sen.-Vico Commander-in-Chief 
James W. Noel .Inn.-Vice Cotmnander-in-Cliief 
Charles C.Townsend Division Commander

l*ast Commander-in-Chief

Alabama & Tennessee
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Gulf
Illinois
Indiana
I < >wa
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York*
Ohio 
Oregon 
I’ennsylvania 
Rh"de Island 
South Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin

Birmingham, Ala. 
Oakland, Cal. 
Oberlin, Kan. 
.Providence, R.I. 
New Orleans. La. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Benton, Wis.
La Crosse, Kan.

' Louisville, Ky. 
Boston, Mass. 
Milton, Pa. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Dwight, 111. 
Marinette, Wis.
St. Louis, Mo.
Dcs Moines, la. 
Portland, Me. 
Washington, D.C. 
Providence, R.I. 
Malvern, O. 
Okoboio, S.D. 
Dansville, N.Y. 
Underhill, Vt. 
Freemont, Neb. 
Chelsea, Vt.

Past Division Commander 
Council-in-Cliicf 
Past Division Commander 
Past Division Commander

Wm. II. Russell
George 11. Capito I Past Division Commander 
William A. Stevens (Past Division Commander 
Wildun Scott Division Commander
George E. Cox Past Division Commander
William G. Dustin Past Division Commander
Rev. W. J. Patton Past Division Commander
E. W. Ravmond Past Division Commander
James I). Rowen Past Division Commander
Robert L. Whitcomb Past Division Commander 
Edward R. Campbell Past Division Commander 
Arthur B. Spink Past Inspector-General
Charles J. Deokman Past Division Commander 
R. J. Courtnev Division Commander
W. Scott Oberdorf Past Division Commander
Edward T. Mouoliun Past Division Commander 
George F. Wola Past Division Commander
Herbert O. Ilixby Past Division Commander

IF. W. Mvers 
A. T. Wilson

Parkersburg, W. Va. 
_Ced.tr Rapids, la.

Past Division Commander 
Division Commander

II. The following details have been made: Thomas J. Hannon, Dedham, 
Mass., as Assistant Adjutant-General. Fred J. Sanford, Chicago, 111., as 
Assistant Quartermaster-General.
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III. The appointment of the following committees, provided for by the 
Sixteenth Annual Encampment of the Commandcry-in-Chief, is hereby an­
nounced : —

Committee on Ritual, Charles D. Rooney, Carter Building, 7 Water St., 
Boston, Mass.; W. Y. Morgan, Hutchinson, Kan.; Clark .T. T-isdell, Chicago, III.

Committee on School Histories and Patriotic Teaching, to act in conjunc­
tion ■with a similar committee of the Grand Army of the Republic, of which 
Judge Marsh of Indiana is Chairman; Rev. Somerville Light, Blutlton, Ind.; 
William M. P. Bowen, Providence, R.I.; Rev. W. J. Patton, Marinette, Wis.; 
Fred A Godcliarlcs, Milton, Pa.; Henry II. Parker, Gloversvillc, N.Y,

Committee to draft new eligibility clause for the Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations, William II. Russell, La Crosse, Kas ; Charles T. Orncr, Bloom­
ington, 111.

Committee to visit the next National Encampment of the Grand Army of 
the Republic and extend the greetings of our Order: Hon. J. M Thurston, 
Omaha, Neb.; Past Commandcr-iu-Chiof William E. Bundy, Cincinnati, 0.; 
Past Division Commander W. II, Armstrong, Indianapolis, Ind.; Division 
Commander A. W. Jones, Youngstown, 0.; Past Division Commander 
William G. Dustin, Dwight, 111.

Committee on Military Reserve: E. R. Campbell, Washington, D.C.; Fred 
B. Morse, Elizabeth, N.J.; Walter E. Duncan, Philadelphia, Pa.

Committee to investigate the advisability of establishing a Military College 
as a memorial to the soldiers and members of the G.A U : A. L. Sorter, Jr., 
Mason City, la.; George E. Cox, Hartford, Conn.; Manley Wren, Bethany, 
Mo.; I-I. O. Bixby, Chelsea, Vt ; R. M. Buckley, Louisville, Ky.

An invitation having been extended for us to join with the Grand Army of 
the Republic in an effort to secure National legislation furthering the interests 
of military instruction in the public schools, the Commandcr-in-Chief has 
detailed to take charge of the matter, Brother Charles A. Stillings, P5 Sudbury 
St., Boston. It is desired that Division Commanders at once select some one 
in their respective divisions to assist in this work, reporting names and 
addresses to the above-named brother, and also to Capt. Edmund L. Zalinski, 
U.S.A. (retired), Century Club, New York City. The Encampment endorsed, 
by resolutions, this proposed legislation, and while a committee was not 
expressly authorized, this means is taken to further the success of the project. 
It is hoped that brothers interested in educational or military matters, or both, 
may be chosen for this service.

IV. Judge Advocate-General Edward K. Gould has been authorized and 
directed to prepare for the use of the Order a digest of such decisions of 
Commanders-in-Chicf and opinions of Judge Advocatcs-Gencral as are now in 
force. This action has been taken in view of the fact that the publication of 
the Blue Book is at present impossible, while the imperative demand for some 
guide to the decisions and opinions cannot be doubted. It will be ready for 
distribution through the Quartermaster-General’s Department by January L 
and it is believed will be found all that could be desired in the way of a digest.

i

i;

!

\
'

'

i

:
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Copies will be sold at a low price, but so as to afford both tlie Commandcry-in 
Chief and Divisions a fair margin of profit. While impossible to accurately 
gauge the edition, it-would certainly aid in so doing if Division Commanders 
■would indicate to the Quartermaster-General the number of copies they pro­
pose to order. The work should certainly find its way to every camp-room 
and many individual members will find it of great value.

V. Division Encampments will be held as follows:

Connecticut at New Haven 
Massachusetts at lloston

February 11, 
February 21-22, 1898

1S9S

Division Commanders will advise these headquarters at once of tliC'dates 
arranged for the annual encampments of their respective Divisions.

VI. The time has come when it is necessary to make a radical change in 
the manner of making quarterly returns to the Commandery Headquarters. 
Promptness is essential and it rests largely with the camps to do their duty in 
this respect. Division Commanders will hereafter cause the blanks for the 
quarterly returns to be forwarded to each camp, at least two weeks prior to 
the close of the quarterly term. Captains of camps will cause said reports to 
be properly executed and forwarded to Division Headquarters, immediately 
after the close of the last meeting for the quarter. Division Commanders, 
upon receiving the reports, will cause them to be consolidated and make 
returns to the Commandery Headquarters within the time specified by the 
Commandery Rules and Regulations. Unwarranted tardiness is equivalent to 
negligence of duty and cannot be tolerated. Promptness facilitates the work 
of the organization and is commendable. Commanders must see to it that 
the blank reports reach the camps in ample time to make returns, thus furnish­
ing no excuse for delay, and can then insist upon the same being promptly 
made. Captains must attend to that part of their duty that requires them to 
sec that the quarterly reports are promptly forwarded. We shall expect a 
great improvement to be shown for the quarter ending December 31.

The Commanders of the several Divisions that have failed to report for 
the quarter ending September 30, will cause reports to be forwarded without 
further delay.

VII. The Commander-in-Chief has had the opportunity of meeting many 
members of the Grand Army of the Republic, as well as of our own Order, at 
campfires and other gatherings during the past few weeks. It was his privi­
lege to represent the Sons of Veterans at the reccptiou tendered to Coinmandcr- 
in-Chief Gobin and Department Commander Shaw by Lafayette Post No. 140, 
G.A.R., in New York City on the evening of November 19. On all occasions 
he has found the warmest expressions of goodwill toward our Order, and is 
more than ever impressed with the belief that any failure to come up to the 
full measure of our possibilities as an organization will be properly chargeable 
to lack of effort on the part of our own membership.
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While unable to respond in person to all of the invitations which come to 
hand, yet it is his intention to allow, if possible, no opportunity to pass for 
making better known the principles of our Order, for bringing recruits into 
its ranks and strengthening the regard in which it is already held.

Officers and members can aid in this work by seeing to it that on all occa­
sions, when the honor of an invitation is given for representation in any 
capacity, it meets with a prompt and favorable response.

VIII. We are advised that the proceedings of the Sixteenth Annual 
Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chicf, held at Indianapolis, Sept. 9-11, 
1897, have been edited under the supervision of Past Commandcr-in-Chief 
James Lewis Rake and Past Adjutant-General Horace II. Hammer, and arc 
now ready for promulgation.

IX. Upon recommendation of the Division Commander, the charter of 
Camps 11 and 13, Kansas Division, lias been revoked.

X. The members of the Order arc warned against one William Crane, 
who claims to be a member of the Order, aud, with his wife and child, plays 
upon the sympathy of the brothers. This same party was published in General 
Orders G, scries 1S9G. He has traveled east and west, claiming to be con­
nected with a number of camps. He is an impostor beyond question, and when 
last heard from was headed toward Kansas.

XI. The passing of the current month reminds us tliatwc are on the 
threshold of the new year, and at this time we wish to record the recognition 
and thanks of the Order to the officers and members that have rendered 
faithful service for the past year. We urge those about to retire from office 
not to forget that it is their plain duty to continue their work for the success 
of their camp and division. It is not only unbecoming, but a poor return 
for honors conferred, for past officers to become indolent members. United 
effort, co-operation, harmony and a willingness to render such service as past 
experience may qualify them to perforin, is not only most desirable, but the 
camp and division have a right to expect and a just claim to the services of 
their past officers. The rank and file is the bulwark of the Order. In them we 
find hope and inspiration. To the members who have been loyal to their camps 
are we indebted for whatever improvements have been or may be shown. 
We call for your services; we request your support; we know (hat every 
member can do something for the advancement of the Order. Therefore, let 
it become a resolution with each of us to render some service that will 
prove of value. Bring into our ranks new recruits. Nearly every member 
can do this, and if all arc awake to existing opportunities, we shall forge 
ahead to a position that will mark the cessation of losses, and establish 
the advancement that will bring us greater strength and greater Influence 
as an Older. Loyalty is one of our grandest principles, and loyalty to the 
camp of which we are members, is one of the most practical exemplifications 
of this principle. We have good reasons to look to the future with pleasing 
hope and anticipation; along the line there comes the cheering news of



41)GENERAL ORDERS.

zealous work and activity. Much has been done toward improvement, and 
we have had brought to our notice, and hereby desire to officially commend 
many camps for increases in membership they have recently made. The 
work of Pennsylvania in this respect is extraordinary; because of this, 
and to demonstrate to our members what can be done when the spirit of 
activity is shown by the commander of a division, loyally supported by its 
officers and members, we mention with gratification the praiseworthy record 
of the following camps in that Division :—

Camp 40, Shenandoah, 117 recruits, September 20 — November 11. 
1(19 Wilkcs-IJarre, 100 recruits, December 10.
Camp 54, Mahanoy City, OS recruits, July 30.
Philadelphia consolidated, 77 recruits, November 10.
Camp 121, Milton, Pa., G4 recruits, June 24 — December 2.
Camp 34,. Mt. Carmel, 20 recruits, August 13.

We want this kind of work in every section of the country. May the first 
of the year mark the beginning of an era of progress, extending for a period 
that will bring into our ranks the thousands who arc eligible, and making our 
Order t he strongest patriotic body in the land.

By command of
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander-i n- Chief.
Official;

•t
Adjutant-General.
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Since last publication applications for charters have been approved as 
follows: —

No.
Camp.

No.
Applic’nts.I Locution. Division.Date.

Sept. 30 
net. s 
Oct. S 
Oct. 8 
Oct. li 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 13 
net. 13 
Oct. 13
net. i!»
Oct. 21 
Oct. 25 
Oct. 29 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 2 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 16 
Nov. 16 
Nov. 20 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 2i* 
Nov. 30 
I )ec. 4 
Dec. 9

Tort Jervis....................
Jell'erson, Okla..........
.Mancelona................
Sisseton ..........................
East Palestine..............
Trufant...........................

nSvaik.?::
St rail an..........................
fioodoll............................
M ashington................
Delhi................................
Alto.................................
Erin..................................
Montrose........................
Milton..............................
Ironton............................
Nashua...........................
South Stamlish..........
8™*°".............Wilhnar. ................
Paintsvillc....................
Spring Mills..................
Kairlmry........................
Mlllerton........................
Cincinnati.....................
ltcllcfontainc................

New York................
Kansas........................
Michigan ................
South Dakota.........
Ohio............................
Michigan..................
Maryland.............
Iowa (Dis.)..............

M li

55!11 41
21161
2349
22ICC
2880
18
1565
2173
1596 <<
27Pennsylvania—

New York............
Missouri................
New York.............
Michigan------ ..
Now Hampshire.
Ohio............ ............
New Hampshire.
Maine.....................
Minnesota (Dis.)
Minnesota...........
Kentucky.............
Pennsylvania-----
Nebraska (Dis A.
Pennsylvania.......
Ohio..........................

316i
28
2157
2475
25
273
26
2012
1711
1520
5321
36
17
21112
17
21
23231 «*

I

Total number of camps 
Total number of applicants

The following camps have been mustered and issued charters since last 
publication: —

2ti
080

i Camp ! 
No.

j No. 
Mustered.Date. Division.LocationI

i 27o»a. s ()ct. s
Oct. 8 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 8 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 15

Oct. 15 
Oct. 25 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 6 
Nov 1, 
Nov. 20 
Nov. 27 
Nov. 29 
Nov. 29 
Nov. 29 
Dec. 4 
Dec. 10 
Deo. 10

237
253
315

Michigan............
Pennsylvania .. 
Pennsylvania ...
Illinois..................
Missouri..............
New York.............
South Dakota...
Iowa.......................
Iowa.......................
Iowa.......................
Ohio.........................
South Dakota...
Michigan .............
Michigan.............
Now \ork............
Now Hampshire 
Minnesota (Dis.)
Kentucky............
Pennsylvania.... 
South Dakota... 
Nebraska (Dis.). 
New Hampshire
Missouri..............
Kansas...................
Ohio........................
Maine.....................

Cedar Springs.........
Everett..........................
Northumberland—
East St. Louis............
Wclib City..................
Horsehoads................
Alexandria..................
Stratum (Dis.)...........
Rock Valley (Dis.)..
fJoodell (Dis.)............
Ervington....................
Wessington Springs
Mancelona..................
Trufant........................
grfn...................Milton..........................
Dawson........................
ganylHo........................
Washington ..............
Sisseton........................
Fairbury......................
Nashua*........................
Alto...............................
JolTerson, Okla........
East Palestine..........
South Stamlish........

21
15
17174
23•m;
1976
1650
247::
1565
15
33512
1533
25 ’161
198(1
2575
253
1520
19Is
17316
1C49
21112
1812
1557

11
17106
2011

Total number of camps 
Total number mustered

2G
524
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*• I TEA DQUARTEES COM M A N DEMY-1N-CI11EF,
■: SONS OE VETERANS, U.S.A.,'

; Room 947, Thijmont Building,

Boston, Mass., Feb. 12, lays.

General Orders)
No. 1.

Whole Number
Series 1S97-G.

T. Copies of the Digest of Decisions and Opinions prepared by Judge- 
Advocate General Edward K. Gould arc now in the hands of the Quartermaster- 
General ready for distribution. It is believed that this work covers in a 
comprehensive manner very important matters concerning the interpretation 
of our organic law, and should be in the hands of every member of the Order. 
Division Commanders can receive full information on this subject by applica­
tion to the Quartermaster-General.

II. Division Commanders arc requested to see that the Surgeons’ reports 
of their respective Divisions arc forwarded to the Surgeon-General, Dr. Dan S. 
Gardner, Massillon, Ohio, at an early date It is desired to secure a complete 
report from every Division without any unnecessary delays.

III. The following additional appointments aud assignments as Assistant 
Inspcctors-General have been made: —

Dr. E. Weldon Young, Past-Surgeon General, to inspect the Washington 
Division. George V. Wolz, Past Division Corantnnder, to inspect the Nebraska 
Division. I). S. Prinlup, Past Division Commander, to inspect the South 
Dakota Division.

Resignations have been received and accepted from Past Division Com­
mander James D. Bowen as Inspector for the Nebraska Division; Past Divi­
sion Commander George F. Wolz, as Inspector for the South Dakota Division.

IV. it is the intention that Iuspector-Gcucral J. Frank Durston, Syracuse, 
N Y. (24 White Memorial Building), shall prepare a new set of inspection 
blanks to conform to the present needs of the Order. Those interested in this 
matter are invited to offer such suggestions as they deem proper, for the con­
sideration of the Inspector General. It is deemed advisable to undertake this 
work now, owing to the close proximity of the National Eucampmcnt to the 
dates of inspections and the consequent inability to prepare and get new 
blanks into channels in time for use.

V. In connection with the observance of Union Defenders’ Day, Memorial 
Day and similar occasions, attention is again called to the fact that at the Four-

j
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tcentli National Encampment (Knoxville), “The Banner of Beauty and Glory" 
was adopted as the National hymn of the Order. Copies may he obtained of 
Nash & Nash, Tipton, Ind. The Indiana Division has secured several hundred 
copies of a libretto containing this and other songs which may be procured 
upon application to George AV. Krietenstein, Quartermaster Indiana Division, 
Terre Haute, Ind. Prices will be furnished for single copies, or a larger number 
upon application to the above-named parties.

VI. All brothers wishing to make suggestions with regard to the revision 
of the Ritual of the Order are requested to send the same to C. D. Rooney, 
Chairman Committee on Revision of Ritual, 307 Carter Building, Boston, Mass 
All matter to be considered should be typewritten, if possible, and three copies 
sent in each case. Division Commanders are requested to forward in triplicate 
copies of resolutions bearing on the subject which may be adopted by their 
respective Division Encampments, so that they may also be considered in 
advance of being presented to the next Encampment of the ,Commandery-in- 
Chicf at Omaha. Commanders of Divisions are also requested to embody the 
substance of this paragraph, as far as it pertains to communications from 
individuals, in their next orders.

VII. The following Encampment dates are announced : —
Alabama and Tennessee at Knoxville, Tcnn.,
California at Nevada City ....
Kansas at Wichita.........................................
Michigan at Port Huron ....
Nebraska at Omaha.................................
New Jersey at Trenton ....

February 23-2-1 
April 10-21 
A*pril 
June
February 11 
February 17

VIII. The Encampment of the Rhode Island Division was held in the 
city of Providence, February 1, at which Walter R. Williams, AVoonsockct, 
was elected and installed as Division Commander.

IX. The changes from the totals of the June report, in the column “ num­
ber in good standing at date of last report,” in the Adjutant-General’s consoli­
dation of returns for the quarter ending September 30, have been rendered 
necessary by corrections made both at these Headquarters and by Division 
commanders, subsequent to the tabulation by the preceding Administration. 
Division officers must exercise greater care in, and a closer supervision over, 
the filling out of these report blanks, as errors are not infrequently found of a 
nature which renders it downright charity to assign to gross negligence.

X. The Commander-in-Chicf is pleased to announce that the general con­
dition of the Order has improved and that the prospects for further improve­
ments appear to be most excellent.

In the matter of recruiting, and, in several Divisions, in organizing new 
Camps, a step has been taken in the right direction and a continuance can but 
give the Order greater numerical strength.

Without intending to overdo the urging of greater activity on the part of 
our members, it is none the less important that each brother should feel some­
thing of an individual responsibility for the welfare of his Camp, which meaus? 
the welfare of the Order.

20-22
14-16
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It is undoubtedly true that the greater portion of our members can do more 
than they are doing to build up the membership, and we trust that every 
brother who has the opportunity to induce others to join with him in the work 
of the Sons of Veterans will not neglect his duty in this respect.

In this connection we arc reminded that, while it is desirable to obtain
new members, it is also necessary that we should retain those already affiliated. 
The suspension list has been and will continue to be enormous, unless more 
attention is paid to dealing with this vexing and often discouraging problem.

Personal attention to delinquents on the part of the officers of Camps, and 
a thorough understanding of the causes that lead to delinquency, should first 
be ascertained, before final action is taken an l names added to the suspension 
list. It is well not to permit a brother to impair his membership without 
some personal and direct cfl'Ort by the proper Camp officers to prevent him, if 
possible, from incurring such disability.

The season of the year that has heretofore been marked by active work is 
at hand, and it is hoped that this year will prove no exception to the rule, unless 
it be in the abundance of its good results. To this end the purpose and object 
of each member should be to give some practical service, that will tend to 
enlarge the membership, extend the inllucncc and increase the prestige of the 
Sons of Veterans.

By command of
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander-in- Ch irf.
Official:

•f
Adjutant ('’au ral.
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QUARTKKMASTKK-GkXKUAN’S DBPARTMBNT, 4
84 La Sai.lk St., Room 7, / 

Chicago, Feb. 1, 1S98.Charles K. Darling,
Commander-in-Chicj\ S. V., US.A.,

Boston, Mass.
Dear Sir and Brother: — I have the honor to submit my report for the 

period Sept. 11 to Dec. 31, 1897.

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES.

Cr.Dr.
I Paid for supplies (including

cost of shipping) •$ 910 36 
“ “ ollice expenses

“ general expenses .
14 “ travelling expenses

“ salaries ....
“ “ Sixteenth National

Encampment . .
41 General Orders 
44 Miscellaneous . .

Cash on hand....................

Cash on hand, as per last
report...................

Received for supplies .
“ P.C. tax . 

charter fees

8 710 41 
1,341 15 I 
1,139 57 I 

83 00 1

303 77 
110 04it

23 25 
750 00ii

123 50 
65 10i;

2 S5
985 26

83,274 13 
. SI,428 45

S3,274 13

Dec. 31, 1897, supplies on hand, as per inventory .

GENERAL ACCOUNT, Dec. 31, 1897.

LIAIUMTIKSVSSKTS.
$ 260 In 

21 90 
23 00 

5 17 
2,646 73

Furniture . . . .
Supplies...................
Cash.......................
Various divisions . .

A. P. Davis .... 
Cameron, Ambcrg & Co 
P. F. Pcttibonc & Co. 
Various Divisions 
Surplus...................

. . 8 535 50 
. . 1,428 15

985 26 
. . 7 99

82,957 2082,957 20

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, Dec. 31, 1897.

GAINS.LOSSES.
. 8 33 00

. . 1,139 57
. . 220 25

General Orders . . . .
Salaries.......................
Travelling expenses . . .
Ollice expenses . . . . 
General expenses . . .
Sixteenth Nat. Encampment 
Balance (gain) . . . .

Charter fees 
P.C. tax . . 
Supplies

8 65 10 
750 00 

23 25 
303 77 
110 04 
123 50 
67 16

81,442 8281,442 82

R. LOEBENSTEIN,
Qua rt ermaster- C c n c rah
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!
Since last publication applications for charters have been approved as 

follows: —
No.Location.Date. No. Camp. Division. Applicants.

lx'7
Denton...............
Bcllairc...............
Cloud Chief, Okla
Wexford..............
Bcllairc................
Bedford............
Plymouth............
Clio..............................
Hilton Head (S.C.)...
Caro......................... .
Hope............................
Cazenovia..................

PennsylvaniaDec. 1G 319 21
... Ohio.....
... Kansas.. 
■.. j Michigan

Indiana..
Michigan

if. if)
16 1344 it;
1G -Ml«« •10
10 210 20

44 1G 2 16
IS 32
23 212 32

Maryland. 
Michigan.

. Indiana...

. New York.

27«« 27
27 15
.M 23
3141 22

1898
Jan. 3 Rochelle (Dis.)............

San Jose (Dis.)............
Neosho Kails.............
Bethany.......................
Northwood...................
Glen Cove....................
Grand Haven...............
Glcnmout....................

— Muskegon....................
— i Galveston (Texas) ....
—' Boonvllle....................

Nokoiuts(Dis.)............
j Chicago (Dis.).............
1 Prescott (Dis.)..........

— Youngsville.................
Brockton......................

I Sliclliold.............
i Thompsonvillo..
] Green Castle... 

Wilmington, Del 
Long Branch.... 
Gretna. La..........

Illinois........
; Cal. and H.I.
; Kansas........

Illinois.... 
New Hami 
New York 
Michigan.
Ohio.......
Michigan..
Missouri..

14

Illinois

175 33
I •12 20!7 15 32
7 •11 24: ishire10 19•*

10 17•4

17 25
2117
522u
2222
2G22
2G44 2G 32
1744 2G <<01

Iowa...............
Pennsylvania.. 
Massachusetts 
Pennsylvania. 
Connecticut. ..
Missouri..........
Maryland.......
New Jersey— 
Gulf..

u;2G 125
1528
3031
21Fell. 1
212
21<< I
17I
375
198<>

34Total number of Camps . .
Total number of applicants . .

The following Camps have been mustered and issued charters since last, 
publication: —

. . 312

No.
Mustered.Division.Location.Date.

1897
Dec IS

No. Camp.

38Kansas..........
Maryland.......

. • Kansas..........

. ! Pennsylvania

Vinita, Ind. Ter........
Smyrna, Del..............
Parkland, Okla..........
Millerton....................
Spring Mill................

Kochcllo (Dis.)..........
: Willniar......................

San Joso (Dis.)..........
Bcllairc......................
Wexford.....................
Clio.......................................
Delhi...........................

I Bedford ....................
Neosho Kails..............
Bethany......................

I Nokomis (Dis.)..........
Chicago (Dis.)............

I Benton .......................
Prescott (Dis.)..........

20
2920 I 1544 27 S IS31728 1G44 28 318

1898
Jan. 3 33! Illinois..............

Minnesota.......
Cal. and 11.1... 
Michigan...........

175 21)• 3 •.'I 1 204 12 1712 240
2712 211
2*5«4<4 12 212 17Now York... 

Indiana........
Kjnw®*.........Illinois.........

44 12 82 1G44 19 2 2825 15
21«< 21! 41
2tt2G 32 172G 01 19Pennsylvania.........

Iowa........................
20 319

125 1G20

_

15>Total number of Camps . .
Total number mustered . . . . 120

4
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11EADQUARTERS COMMANDERY-1N-CHIEF

SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A.,

Room 047, Tremont Building,

Boston, Mass., April 12, 1808.

General Orders
No. 2.

I. By vote of the Council-in-Chicf, the date of holding the Seventeenth 
Annual Encampment of the Coinmandery-in-Chief at Omaha, Neb., has been 
fixed for September 12, 13, 14 and 15.

Further information relative to the arrangements for said Encampment ■will 
be announced in later Orders.

II. The following is published for the general information of the Order: —
DECISION NI.

“ In the matter of the eligibility to membership of Fremont Tietzc, which 
comes before me for rehearing on the petition of the Commander of the New 
Jersey Division: —

“This case was passed upon by Commandcr-in-Chicf Rake in his Decision 
V., wherein it was held that Fremont Tietzc had been illegally mustered into 
the Order, and consequently that his said muster was null and void. Upon 
appeal this decision was sustained by the Commandcry-in-Chicf. With this 
as the record of the case I should ordinarily refrain from acting upon the 
petition for a rehearing in manner other than to grant the same, and then refer 
to the next Commandery-in-Chief such new evidence as was produced, together 
with a recommendation thereon, notwithstanding the fact that a careful exam­
ination of the proceedings of the Sixteenth Annual Encampment leads me to the 
conclusion that the case, when before the Commandcry-in-Chicf, turned largely 
upon Irregularity in the appeal, and that the new evidence then offered, but 
which Commander-iu-Chief Rake had not at hand when rendering his decision, 
was not considered. But having granted the petition for a rehearing, I find 
it now in evidence that Emil Tietzc, father of Fremont Tict/.e, enlisted in 
Capt. James M. Bell’s Unattached Independent Cavalry Company of Pennsyl­
vania, and was mustered into the ninety days’ State Militia, June 30, 18G3, and 
was honorably discharged Aug. 0, 18G3. That the troops served under the 
command of Colonel Nelson A. Miles in the “ Department of the Susquehanna,” 
commanded by Major-General Darius N. Couch, both of these officers holding 
commissions in the United States service. The members of this Company took 
the oath of allegiance to the United States and the command was actually 
employed, uuder orders of Colonel Miles and General Couch, in resisting the 
invasion of the State of Pennsylvania by Lee’s army, having been turned over 
to the United States authorities by the Governor of Pennsylvania for that pur­
pose. It also appears that this Company was paid, subsisted and clothed by
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the United States government. Furthermore, it appears in evidence that a 
decision has been rendered by the Commaudcr-in-Chicf of the Grand Army of 
the Republic holding that the men composing the Independent Troop of Cav­
alry commanded by Capt. James M. Bell, are eligible to membership in the Grand 
Army of the Republic. The official records cited have been carefully examined 
and found to contain all that is claimed for them.

“From this new evidence and statement of facts, I am satisfied that Emil 
Tiet/.e, father of Fremont Tict/.e, * served in the Union Army,’ and has an 
honorable discharge. I therefore declare Fremont Tict/.e eligible to member- 

' ship in our Order, and that he should be reinstated with his past rank.
“In addition to the formal petition, abstract of new evidence and copy of 

argument, there arc retained with the papers in the case until such time as this 
decision may be acted upon by the Commandcry-in-Chief, the original discharge; 
letter from Maj.-Gen. Nelson A. Miles, U.S.A., dated April S, 1897; two letters 
from Maj. James M. Bell, U.S.A , dated January 20 and Nov. 7, 1S97; letter 
from Commander of Lieutenant S. C. l*otts Post, No. 02, Department of Penn­
sylvania, G.A.Il., dated Dec. 2, 1897, and letter of Thomas J. Stewart, Adjutant- 
General of the G.A.R., dated Nov. 23, 1897.”

III. Attention is again called to the “ Sous of Veterans Digest,” prepared 
by Judge-Advocate Gen. Edward K. Gould. It is suggested that members who 
have not yet procured copies of thesamc, should do so. Information of great 
value concerning questions that constantly arise in camp meetings is contained 
therein. The Digest may be secured upon proper requisitions to Division 
Headquarters

Division Commanders have been elected as follows: —IV.

II. T. Cooper, Knoxville, Teun. 
Leon L. Ilall, Wallingford. 
Leonard C. Couch, Taunton.
A. II. Rawitzer, Omaha.
James N. Mathews, Trenton.

Alabama and Tennessee 
Connecticut .
Massachusetts 
Nebraska 
New Jersey .

V. The following Encampment dates are announced : — 
Colorado at Cripple Creek .
Gulf at New Orleans .
Iowa at Sioux City 
Illinois at Streator 
Kentucky at Louisville 
Maine at Pittsfield 
Maryland at Hagerstown .
Minnesota at Sauk Centre .
Missouri at Carthage .
New Hampshire at Tilton .
New York at Peeksklll 
South Dakota at Canton 
Washington at Walla Walla

June
June
June
May
May
June
June
J une
May
April
J une
June
Juuc

la-17

15—10
10-12

3-1
8-9

15-10 
14-If.
19- 20
20- 21 
28-30

7-9
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Commanders who have not forwarded to these Headquarters the dates of 
the Encampments of their respective Divisions, will do so without delay.

VI. An impostor giving the names of George K. Willson, F. Nelson, and 
other aliases, has been working upon the sympathies of brothers in Massachu­
setts, Rhode Island, New York and New Jersey, lie tells a story of having 
lost his overcoat containing liis pocket book, and seeks the loan of enough 
money to get him to his home, which is usually not far distant. The sums 
advanced, he has invariably promised to return, with profuse thanks for the 
accommodation. He is described as about 5 feet 8 or 10 inches in height, 
reddish complexion, dressed neatly, and appears respectable, smooth talker, 
and has some considerable knowledge of the secret work. Members are 
warned against such a party, in fact arc generally cautioned to become thor­
oughly convinced of the reliability of all persons seeking assistance, as 
members of the Order.

VII. Upon recommendation of Division Commanders the charters of the 
following Camps have been revoked and annulled. Alabama and Tennessee 33. 
Kansas, 13,15, 19, 25. Missouri, 2,5, 11, 1C, 18, 23, 24, 25, 20, 29, 30, 33, 34, 39, 
41, 45, 50, G9, 72, 75, 7G, 77, 82, 97, 107, 121, 151, 153, ICG, 179, 182, 192, 194, 
195, 196, 197, 199, 205, 211, 215, 229.

Divisiou Commanders arc requested to cause reports for the 
quarter ending March 31, and subsequent quarters to be forwarded to these 
headquarters without any unnecessary delay. Most of the Divisions exercise 
dispatch in this respect, others arc very neglectful. There is no excuse for 
Camps that delay beyond the time specified by the C.R. & It., and Commanders 
should enforce their authority in this respect.

IX. The Commander-in-Chicf announces with deep regret the death of 
Past Commander Jesse It. Dungan of the New Jersey Division, March G. 
Brother Dungan became a member of the Order in 1888, serving in various 
Camp and Division oflices, to the Commandcrship in 1897. The deceased was 
a member of the National Guard, connected with the Masonic fraternity, and 
stood high in his chosen profession, at the time of his death being the Assist­
ant Prosecuting Attorney of Somerset County.

X. Reference to the Adjutant-General’s consolidated report for the 
quarter ending Dec. 31, 1897, published herewith, will show that the Order is 
to be congratulated on the net gain in membership. For the first time in a 
number of years, a substantial gain is shown for this particular quarter; in 
fact, the gain is the largest experienced in any quarter for quite a period.

It is very agreeable lobe privileged to reporta net gain of 120G members, 
and to refer to the fact that since the June quarter 1897, the net gain is 1378 
members. While these figures demonstrate what can be done to improve the 
condition of the Order, it does not signify that we should rest content with the 
result. There are many thousands more yet to be enrolled in our Order, and 
the Commander-in-Chief bespeaks the earnest, faithful service of all brothers 
in the interests of recruiting, thus assuring increased strength and advance­
ment of our grand organization.
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Let tlic energies of Division Commanders, their associates, Camp officers, 
and the rank and file of loyal brothers be devoted to forging the membership 
ahead to thousands more than it is at present.

XI. The war-cloud which lias hung over our land for weeks past, turns 
our thoughts more than ever to the true meaning of service for country and 
willingness to die if need he in her defense.

Our Order is founded to perpetuate the memory of the services and sacri- 
lices of those who, now over a third of a century ago, engaged in the struggle 
to maintain tlic union of States — States which today vie with each other in 
patriotism and loyalty to the Hag, against every foe. Now, of all times, when 
national pride is aroused; when a spirit of earnest devotion to principles which 
have made us, and maintain us, as a free people, is everywhere apparent; 
when for the first time, perhaps, we catch something of the deeper sense of 
responsibility to one’s country, which only actual service amid danger can 
bring, we should, with the coming of Memorial Day, pay every tribute of 
respect to tlic memory of those who, having fought nobly in the defense of 
right, have gone to their reward. Let this year And every Son of a Veteran in 
the ranks ready to do the bidding of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
assist them in the services of Lite day.

XII. The Commandcr-iu-Chlef has received abundant evidence of the 
patriotic spirit of the Order, and has sometime since communicated by letter 
with the Division Commanders relative to action to be taken in the event of the
breaking out of hostilities, lie has seen no reason to change the stand taken 
at the outset, that we should not over-protest our possession of what we pro­
fess — willingness to emulate the example of our fathers; nor make vain tenders 
of services of armed bodies when they arc not iu existence; nor seek to 
control individual action when it involves a question of one’s service to his 
country. Companies, regiments, possibly brigades, would spring from our 
organization throughout the land, should the call be made; but all must be 
duly accepted and mustered by the constituted authorities and by them officered. 
Every preparation to this end may well be in contemplation, but no call to the 
ileld can emanate from these Headquarters.

It is fully expected that our members will perform their duty, wherever 
t he path of that duty lies, and here it is believed the matter may be safely left.

By command of
CHARLES Iv. DARLING,

Commander-in-Ch icf.
Official:

Adjutant-General.
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Since Inst publication applications for charters have been approved as 
follows: —

Xo.
Applicants.Location.No. Camp Division.Date.

lJ>98
Rochester (Dis.)..........
Canaan ........................
Athens.........................
Monument (Dis.).......
Amerlcus...................
Tonganoxio.................
Wolf boro.........
Grarton............
Tecumseh (Dis)
Greenfield.......
Franklin Forks
Leola...............
Point Marion .. 
Carleton..........

kS

New York....
Indiana.........
Michigan ...
Colorado ----
Kansas .........

Feb. 0 2713
10 1 IS

2211 11C.!11 20S
11 •22 29...

i 4 411 10 29
New ITni shire -------15 19 10
West Virginia
Nebraska ........
Ohio................
Pennsylvania. 
South Dakota. 
Pennsylvania.
Michigan-----
Ohio----- . ..
Iowa................

|ir. 15
20u; 1004

10 20
1721 322
1721
2021

21 2821-1
2725 net;27 o (Dis.)...................

Sioux City (Dis.)........
Cowan.........................
Gilboa.........................
Mi (llin burg.................
Carbondale.................
Los Angeles (Dis.) —
Otisville......................
ColTovvillo...................
Wayzata (Dis.)............
Toledo (Dis.)................
Shelby..........................
Fremont......................
Moravia ......................
Rensselaer...................
Gladstone....................
Homestead, Okla......
Linton.........................
Goldendale (Dis).......
Wilmington, Del........
Sterling........................
Cleveland.....................
Jeffersonville...............

1G•27
49•25 50

Indiana..............
Ohio....................
Pennsylvania... 
Pennsylvania ..
Cal. and 11.1.......
Michigan...........
Kansas................
Minnesota.........
Iowa...................
Nebraska ...........
Indiana..............
New York..........

21*28• •
1828
192'4 100
33March l 138
■182 2
2*'3 245
247 29
1815 •22
1717 41
1918
2121 135
55“ 22 

l< .w

“ 20 
“ 20 
“ 20 
“ 23

20
17Michigan ..

Kansas .......
Indiana......
Washington. 
Maryland ...
Kansas.........
Ohio..............
Ohio..............

1032
440
173
30
25

April 0 
“ 9

33« 9
17<; 9

3STotal number of Camps . . . 
Total number of Applicants . .

■
1)39

I
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The following Camps have been mustered and Issued charters since last 
publication: —

NO.i Location. Division.No. Camp.iDate. Mustered.

1808 
.Ian. *26 Iiellefontalne..............

Bellaire..........................
Toronto ............................
Rochester (Dis.)..........
Port Jervis...................
Bath .................................
Cazcuovia .....................
Monument (Dis.)........
Paintsvillc......................
Grand Haven................
Cincinnati......................
North wood ....................
Wolf boro (Dis.)............
Tecumseh(Dis.)..........
Long Branch................
Glen Cove, L.I.............
Brockton.........................
Kalo (Dis.)......................
Sioux City (Dis.).,.—
Glenmont.......................
Wilmington, Del.........
Caro...................................
Los Angeles (Dis.)....
Thompsonville ............
Tonganoxio ..................
Montrose.......................
Greenfield......................
Ford.................................
Washburn......................
Wayzata (Dis.)............
Galveston, Texas........
Stick lervillo..................
Toledo (Dis.)..................
Canaan ............................
Americas........................
Mi ill inburg....................
Carbondale....................
Sheffield..........................
Youngsville ..................
Franklin Forks............
Muskegon......................
Athens .............................
Carleton...........................
Otisvillo...........................
Goldendalo (Dis.) ....
Gretna, La......................
Point. Marion................

Ohio •23281 <« 162G 355 1ii 2420 513
New YorkFeb. 11 2713

ii 30n 15
ii 3411 G2
«i 2211 5-4

Colorado............
Kentucky ..........
Michigan...........
Ohio.....................
New Hampshire

II

Nebraska..........
New Jersey------
Now York...........
Massachusetts.. 
Iowa....................

2011 I
2011 19
•2i;■21311
•2112 515
•2115it;
1G1G 19 i 2"16 100
32 .16 7
151G 87
1717 31
1G28 27 I 49• *50

Ohio........
Maryland 
Michigan .... 
Cal. and II. I 
Connecticut.
Kansas ..........
Michigan ...
Ohio................
Kentucky.... 
So. Dakota.. 
Minnesota .. 
Missouri....

18•28 514
17•28 3
17•28 228
48March 3 2
153 40
179 19

I 229 239
1812 17
1512 17
15II 40 1817 •22
21IS 58 ?sII18 GO
17Iowa ... 

Indlaua
18 41

20is 1
31Kansas......................

Pennsylvania........
22 22

IS•22 10G
3322 138
22i<-2 5-20

321
322

16ii•--2
1Gii22
42Michigan•25 18
1923 no

'-!!245
18ii23
23ii25

50 17Washington............
Gulf ............................
Pennsylvania..........

3
2030 17
•20April G i

47Total number of Camps 
Total numbered mustered 1051
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HEAD QUA UT E US COM M A NDERY-TN-C11IEF, 

SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A.,

Room 047, Tkkmont Building,

Boston, Mass., Aug. 20, 1898.

General Orders \
No. 3.

I. The Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the Commandcry-in-Cliief is 
hereby ordered to convene at’Omaha, Neb., at ten o’clock a.m., Sept. 12, 189S.

Sessions of the Encampment ■will be held at Creighton Hall, Fifteenth and 
Harney streets.

Headquarters will be established at the New Mercer Hotel.
The members of the Council-in-Chief arc directed to report at eight o’clock 

p.m., September 11.
II. The hotel rates are announced as follows: New Mercer Hotel (Head­

quarters Commandery-in-Chief), §2.50 per day, American plan. Millard and 
Paxton hotels, §3.00 per day and upwards, American plan; §1.50 per day and 
upwards, European plan. Dcllonc hotel, §2.50 per day, American plan. Hotel 
accommodations may be secured by addressing Division Commander A. II. 
Rawitzer, 402 New York Life Building, Omaha, Neb.

III. The local committee of arrangements have announced their intention 
of providing for the entertainment of the visiting delegates, many interesting 
and attractive features. The Trans-Mississippi and International Exposition 
will be of especial interest and arrangements will be made for a “Sons of 
Veterans Day ” at the Exposition. We are advised of a portion of the program 
as now arranged:

Sunday, Sept. 11, a.m. Parade (meeting oillcial train).
Sunday, p.m. Watermelon picnic, liivcrvicw Park.
Monday, Sept. 12, a.m. Session of Encampment.
Monday, p.m. Visit to the Exposition.
Tuesday, Sept. 13, a.m. Session of Encampment.
Tuesday, p.m. Session of Encampment.
Tuesday, Evening, Camp-tire.
Wednesday, Sept. 11, a.m. Session of Encampment
Wednesday, p.m. Session of Encampment.
Wednesday, Evening. Theatre Party.

IV. The following Transportation Committee has been appointed:

Quartermaster-Gen. R. Loebenstein, Chairman, 84 LaSalle St., Chicago.
Asst.-.Wljt. (Jen. Thomas .1. Hannon, 917 Tremont Bldg., Boston.
Past Grand Division Commander R. M. .T. Reed, 32 N. 5th St., Phila­

delphia, Pa.
Division Commander Charles L. Pierce, 18 Pine St., San Francisco, Cal.
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The report of the chairman of the Transportation Committee is self 
explanatory and is published for the information of the Order: —

Chicago, III., Aug. 5, 1898.Fred E. Bolton,
Adjutant-General, S. VU.S.A.

Dear Sir and Brother: I have the honor to report the following rates and 
arrangements made by the various traflic associations on account of the Sons 
of Veterans National Encampment, Omaha, Neb., Sept. 12-15, 1898: —

WESTERN PASSENGER ASSOCIATION.

Points west of Chicago, Peoria and St. Louis: Rate, one fare, plus two 
dollars for the round trip, except that from points within one hundred ami 
fifty miles of Omaha, the rate is to be one fare for the round trip. Selling dates: 
September 10 and 1!. Return limit: September 21.

CENTRAL PASS ENG IK ASSOCIATION.

West of Bufialo and Pittsburg, and east of Western Passenger Association 
Territory: Rate, one fare, plus four dollars for the round trip. Limitations 
conform to those of the Western Passenger Association.

TRUNK LINE ASSOCIATION.

Points east of Central Passenger Association Territory, excepting New 
England : Rate fare and one-third for round trip. Pay full fare going, and be 
sure to secure certificate for amount paid.

NEW ENGLAND PASSENGER ASSOCIATION.

Points in New England: Rate conforms with that of Trunk Line 
Association.

SOUTHEASTERN PASSENGER ASSOCIATION.

Points south of Ohio River : No rate other than Exposition rate, which is 
virtually rate of fare and a third for round trip.

Arrangements have been made with the “ Burlington Route” to run a 
special train to the Encampment, leaving Chicago on the evening of Saturday, 
September 10, and arriving in Omaha early on the morning of the 11th. Those 
wishing accommodations reserved on this train, should notify the undersigned 
at the earliest possible moment.

Fraternally yours.
R. LOEBENSTEIN, 

Chairman Committee mi Transportation.

The official party will travel from Boston, leaving at lu.:>0 a.m., Sept. 9, 
via the Boston and Albany, New York Central and Hudson River and Michigan 
Central Railroads to Chicago, from Chicago to Omaha, ria the •* Burlington 
Route." Delegates are cordially invited to join > u routr where convenient, 
and especially from Chicago to Omaha.
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V. Division Encampments not announced in General Orders have been 
held as follows: —

Indiana at Columbus . . .
Ohio at Columbus .... 
Oregon at The Dalles . . 
Pennsylvania at Philipsburg 
Vermont at Barre .... 
West Virginia at Huntington 
Wisconsin at Appleton . .

. . May 17-19
. . June 8, 9 
. . May
. . June 14-10 
. . July 
. . April 2G-2S
. . May 24-2G

17

G-S

VI. Division Commanders elected and installed since last announcement: —

California and If. I. . . Charles L. Fierce (re-elected),
San Francisco.

Colorado . . 
Gulf . . . 
Illinois . . 
Indiana . .

Paul II. LiMBAcn, Denver.
A. M. Buciimann, New Orleans. 
William T. Church, Chicago. 
It. S. Thompson (re-elected),

Rising Sun.
Iowa . . . 
Kansas . . 
Kentucky 
Maine . . . 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Minnesota . 
Missouri . . 
New Hampsliir 
New York . 
Ohio . . . 
Oregon . . 
Pennsylvania 
South Dakota 
Vermont . .

W. W. Bisiiy, Dos Moines.
John Redmond, Wichita.
E. II. IIaxskord, Somerset.
George E. Leighton, Skowhcgan. 
William B. King, Hagerstown. 
George E. Cogsiiall, Grand Rapids. 
M. L. Cormany, Minneapolis.
.J. W. S. Dillon, Grant City.
Henry E. Chamberlin, Concord.
E. W. Estes, Albany.
Edward II. Archer, Columbus.
A. 0. Desart, Silvcrton.
A. S. Moultiiuoi*, Du Bois.
W. A. Morris, Redlleld.
William W. La point (re-elected),

Barre.
W. T. Cavanaugh, Olympia. 
A. It. Jones, Elkins.
R. M. Smith, Marinette.

Washington . 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin .

VII. Division Commanders should at once see that all reports have been 
forwarded to the proper ofllccrs. Attention is called to the change of address 
of the Cliaplain-in-Cliief for the balance of his term, Rev. Harry L. Vea/.ey, 
Woodsvillc, N.II.

VIII. Division Commanders who have not Hied their bond as required by 
the Commandery Rules and Regulations, are directed to forward the same at 
once.
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IX. Division Commanders are requested to secure from the Camps in 
their Divisions, a list of those members of the Order serving in the army and 
navy during the 'war with Spain. It is proper that some official record should 
be preserved to show the practical patriotism of our members. Name, rank, 
company, regiment or ship arc the facts desired. It is already known that 
sons of veterans have played no inconspicuous part in furnishing volunteers, 
and whenever an opportunity was presented, their full duty has been performed. 
Division Commanders will complete the record of service as soon as possible 
and forward a duplicate copy thereof to the headquarters of the Commandery- 
in-Chief.

X. This being the last General Order to be issued by the present adminis­
tration, the Commander-in-Chief desires to return to the members of the Order 
at large, his sincere thanks for the support and co-operation they have given 
during his year of service. Nothing has occurred to mar the perfect harmony 
that has prevailed. The interests of the Order have been well served by the 
general work of its members throughout the country, and its future is bright 
with possibilities for greater advancement.

By command of
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander-i n-Ch ief.
Official :

Adjutant-General.

in’"
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Since last publication applications for charters have been approved as 
follows: —

No.
A 1*1*1.ICA NTS.Datk. No. Camp. Location. Division.i

I M'S ;April 12 Willimuuiic ..................
Sharon ..............................
Salmon City, Id. (Dis.)
Spring Bluff..................
Lewlsburg ...
Beverly..........
Orange (Dis.)
Sac City (Dis.)
Odebolt (Dis.) 
omega,
Baltum
Steele City (Dis.) —
Madisonvillc................
Shawnee, Okla............
Lush ion ..........................
Mexico ............................
Hot Springs (Dis,) —
Afion............ ...................
Cowallik (Dis.)..!........
Eugene (Dis.)................
Yonealia (Dis.)..........
North Cohoeton............
Kennard..........................
Millers Falls..................
Stone (Dis.)....................
Halifax (I)is.)................
Castleton (Dis.)............
Newport (Dis.)..............
Amrusla, Okla................
Salix (Dis.)....................
Elina (Dis.)....................
Nortliwootl (Dis.)........
Franklin..........................
Barahoo ..........................
Montvillc......................
Liberal.................. .........
Alphena ..........................
Dallas Center (Dis.).
Stanton............................
Paris ................................
Pioneer ............................
Urbana (Dis.)................
Anna (Dis.)....................
.Mount Morris (DI-.) ..
Naperville (Dis.)..........
Hamilton ........................
Mount Vernon..............
Long Point (Dis.)—
Macon (Dis.)................
Heed City........................
Fresno (Dis.) ..............
Manila, P.I. (Dis.) ..
Portsmouth............
Webbcrvillc..........
Centre Hall............
TrumatHburg . ...
Fairllclil..................
Shellield (Dis.)___
Alina ........................
Columbus (Dis.) ..
Stillwater............
< olumbus(Dis.) ..
San Bernardino (Dis )' California* 11.1 —

2 Connecticut...................

SSSL:::
Missouri...........................
Pennsylvania................
New Jersey.....................
California and ll.I. ... 
Iowa...................................

44    f

Gulf ‘”.‘.’.'.’.’.’.*1!...
Maryland...................
Nebraska..................
Ohio......................... .
Kansas.........................
Nebraska..................
New Yoi k.......... ...
South Dakota..........
New York................ ..
Oregon .......................

IllIl.: 324 27
14 h;
H G1 20
15 •Jss 34

• 20 3 15
22 (i IS
22 4n 15I22 GS 15
22 18 La. (Dis.) ... 15
25 50ore
25 11 23

520• 20 20
2S 2i»!May 5 G IS

fi 94 15
0 8 10
Si 97 20
9 2 21
9 4 IS
9 ISG II

II 28as New York....................
Nebraska . ............
Massachusetts..........
Vermont.......................

13 1G
II in is
19 15S
19 IS9 it I
19 10 19ti

19 3S 16
21 30Kansas ........

Iowa..............23 '•7 1«
9523 15M

23 Kill 1744

27 1S1 29Pennsylvania..........
Wisconsin................
Ohio......................
S®"*?*.............Michigan..................
Iowa.............................
Michigan....................
Illinois........................
Ohio ............ ...............
Illinois ......................

27 20 35
31 is
31 15• I

June 1 17
91 19

in ln5 41
10716 52

22 I 22
29 .v: 29
:;n 9S 20
30 170 24
30 216 22
30 42Ohio............

Maine... . 
Illinois....

Ju'y 5 10 23
II 35 Hi
15 231 20

* 13
* 21 
• 21

Iih; 22Michigan..............
California * 11.1 2S9

16II • *
21 17II Ohio.....................

• I Michigan..........
Pennsylvania..

.. New York..........
Illinois ..............
Iowa....................
Michigan ........
Ohio......................
Minnesota........

• Ohio....................

21 2 IS 
3:5

2S
23 19
27 19
2s 195 51
2s 1G98

Aug. G 63 2'
i; lo 17
s
9 10 17

15 II 16

Total number of Camps . . . 
Total number of Applicants . .

t>3

1,120
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■

The following Camps have been mustered and issued charters since last 
publication : —

I No.1)ATK. No. Caml*. Location. Division. Mdsteiikij.

IS9S
Ililton Head, .S.C........
Fremont.......................
Homestead, ukla ...
Shelby.............................
Leola.................................
CofTeyvillo.....................
Salmon City, Id.(Dis.)
Grafton............................
Linton...............................
Columbus................... .
Sac City (Dis.)..............
Odebolt (Dis.)................
Omega, La.(Dis.)..........
Orange (Dis.)................
Hope.................................
Cleveland.......................
Jcircrsonvillc................
Rensselaer.....................
Steele City (Dis.).........
Wilmington, Del..........
Cowan ..............................
Beverly...........................
Hot Springs (Dis.) ....
Cowallis (Dis.)..............
Eugene (Dis.)..............
Yoncalla(Dis )..............
Mchama.........................
McMinnville..................
Lowisburg......................
Spring Blutr..................
Stono (Dis.)....................
Halifax (Dis )................
Castleton (Dis.)............
Newport (Dis.).
Sharon................
Gladstone..........
Sallx (Dis.)....
F.Ima (Dis.),... 
Northwood (Dis.)....
Mexico ..........................
A fton..............................
Baltimore......................
Lus h ton..........................

April 9 l 27Maryland..........
Indiana..........
Kansas................
Nebraska..........
So. Dakota........
Kansas ............
Washington ... 
West Virginia. 
Indiana............ .

135 17
11 32 is;
11 •1 20
II •18 IS
14 ‘JO 20
II 7 1G

•JO 17
21 23fi

I 22 32 ■I'.
Iowa25 40 15

25 itGS 15
Gulf .................................
California and H.I —
Indiana............................
Ohio.................................

25 IS 15
25 G ISI
2G 4 21
27 518

510
21

27 H 17
New York. 
Nebraska . 
Maryland .. 
Indiana .... 
New Jersey 
So. Dakota. 
Oregon........

29 til 27
II 23

May 3 31
245 CGI
275
16ti S

111 212
10 184

18In ««G
10 8 <« IS

1510 <<23
Pennsylvania
Missouri........
Vermont........

2910 28S
2'i1G G1
1520 S
IS«20 H << 1020 10
1620 3S

.......... ; Pennsylvania

.......... | Michigan.........

.......... ' Iowa .................
2020 SS 1520
1G24 G7
154424 95
1724 100
22New York

41

Maryland..........
...... ......... ............................. Nebraska..........
Millers Falls.................... i Massachusetts.
Dallas Center (Dis ).
North Coliocton..........
Willimantic.................... Connecticut
Franklin............................ ■ Pennsylvania............
Sterling ........................... Kansas........................
Urliana (Dis.)................ Illinois........................
Madisonvllle................ i Ohio...............................
Anna (Dis.)...................... ! Illinois.........................
Mount Morris (Dis.'..
Naperville (DR)..........
Long Point (Dis.)....
Macon (Dis.)..................
Paris —..........................
Fresno (Dis.).................
Manila, P.I.(Dls.) —
Bamboo........................
Ileed City....................
Sheffield (Dis.)........
Moravia........................
Mount Vernon..........
Pioneer ........................
Gilboa..........................
Augusta, Oklii..-----
Columbus (Dis.) —
Stanton........................
San Bernardino vDis.'
Centre Hall................... Pennsylvania................ J

31 94
2051 97
40.tune 3 5
279 G
199 10 j 19Iowa........

New York
9 91

2«;15 9S
3422 2
:;n22 IS1
• i229 25
2929 53
2029 520
2030 98
2430 17G
22;:n 21G 1GJuly II 

•* 15
35

20231
32<<22 107 28California and H.I.22 9 I 1G»«22 11

Wisconsin........
Michigan..........

..' Iowa........
New York 
Maine....

.. Ohio..........

1727 20
1927 10G
1G29 98 412:' 92 isAug. 2 

“ 2 
“> 4

10 1GI
1G517 •10Kansas ..........................

Ohio..................................
Michigan .......................
California & H.I.........

9 37 17to 2115 105 1«15 11 161G 325 j

71Total number of Camps . . 
Total numbered mustered . . 1,540

—
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SPECIAL ORDERS.

Boston, Mass., Sept. 18, 1S97.
Sl’KClAl. ORDERS No. 1.

Past Division Commaiuler Henry C. Chatto, of Dockland, Me., is 
hereby detailed to install Brother Edward K. Gould, as Judge Advocate- 
General of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., and will report his acts in this 
behalf to these headquarters. By command of

CHARLES K. DARLING,
Commander-in-Chief.Official:

Fred E. Bolton,
Adjutant-General.

Boston, Mass., Nov. 30, 1897.
Special Orders No. 2.

As it will be impossible to publish the Blue Book this^present term, ami 
as there is an imperative demand for some work of this kind, that the official 
decisions and opinions may be in form for ready reference, Judge Advocate- 
General Edward K. Gould is hereby authorized and instructed to prepare for 
the use of the Order a digest of such Decisions of the Commander-in-Cliicf and 
Opinions of the Judge Advocate-General as arc now in force, and to print and 
furnish the same to the Quartermaster-General, lie in turn to issue them, on 
requisition, to Divisions at such price as to afford both the Commandcry-in 
Chief and Divisions a reasonable profit in the sale of the work.

By command of
CHARLES Iv. DARLING,

Co mmande f- in-1 'h i ef.Ofllcial:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-Gem-rat.

Boston, Mass., March 4, 1898.
Special Orders No. 3.

Leave of absence for six weeks, commencing March 30, 189S, with per­
mission to go beyond the limits of his Division, is hereby granted to the follow­
ing named oillccr, who will, at the expiration thereof, report in writing to these 
headquarters: Charles C. Townsend, Commander Wisconsin Division.

By command of
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander-i n - CU i>j.< lltlcial:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Boston, Mass., May 2, 1898.
Special Orders No. 1.

Leave of absence for thirty days is hereby granted to the following 
named officer, who will, at the expiration thereof, report in writing to these 
headquarters: Richard F. Cross, Senior Vice-Commander, New Jersey 
Division. By command of

CHARLES K DARLING,
Conimandcr-in Chi*j-Official:

Fred PI. Bolton,
Adjutant-General.
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Boston, Mass., May 27, 1898.
Special Orders No. 5.

I. The resignation of M. D. Friedman as Junior Vice-Division Com­
mander of the Alabama and Tennessee Division, tendered May 23, is hereby 
accepted.

II. II. T. Cooper, Commander Alabama and Tennessee Division, is hereby 
ordered to convene the Division Council of said Division, for the purpose of 
filling the vacancy.

H. T. Cooper, Division Commander, is hereby authorized to install the 
ofllcer-clect and report his acts in this behalf to these headquarters.

By command of

i

CHARLES K. DARLING,
Com mander-i n- Ch iff.Official:

Fred E. Boi.ton,
Adjutant-General.

Boston, Mass., June 2, 1898.
Special Orders No. G.

The leave of absence granted Richard F. Cross, Senior Vice-Commander 
of the New Jersey Division, in Special Orders No. 4, C.S., is hereby extended

By command ofsixty days.
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commander- in- Ch iff.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-Gmcral.

Boston, Mass., June 27, 1898.
Special Orders No. 7.

Leave of absence for three months, 'with permission to go beyond the 
limits of his Division, is hereby granted to the following named officer, who 
will, at the expiration thereof, report in writing to these headquarters: M. 1\ 
O'Flaherty, Junior Vice-Commander Rhode Island Division.

By command of
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Commandcr-in-Chicf.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Boston, Mass., July 12, 1898.
Special Orders Nto. 8.

Leave of absence for two months, with permission to go beyond the 
limits of his Division, is hereby granted to the following named officer, who 
will, at the expiration thereof, report in writing to these headquarters: S. A. 
Crane, Senior Vice-Commander, Michigan Division.

By command of
CHARLES lv. DARLING,

Com mander-in-Ch iff.Official:
Fred E. Bolton,

Adjutant-General.

Boston, Mass., Aug. 2, 1898.
Special Orders No. 9.

Leonard C. Couch, Commander Massachusetts Division, is hereby author­
ized to convene the Division Council of said Division for the purpose of holding 
a special election to fill the vacancy existing in the office of Junior Vice- 
Division Commander. By command of

CHARLES K. DARLING,
Co mm a nde r-i n- Ch i of.Official:

Fred E. Boi.ton,
Adjutant-General.



SE VEN TEEN Til AN.VITAL ENCAMPMENT.

CIRCULAR LETTERS.

HEADQUARTERS COMMANDERY-IN-CIIIEF,

SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A.,

DlCfAKTMHNT ok Ciiaklain-in-Ciukk,

IIahki.max, Tkxx., Jan. 8, 1808.

ClKCl’LAK NO. 1.

Brothers: A testing time of patriotism is near at hand. . By the earnest­
ness and enthusiasm of our observance of Union Defenders’ Day, the real 
strength of the Order to which we have sworn allegiance is gauged. For the 
birthday of the greatest American makes the strongest possible appeal to all 
that is noblest in the emotion of the American heart. The very atmosphere 
of the twelfth of February is electric with forces which inspire to the deepest, 
devotion to duty, to the complctcst consecration to patriotic principles, to the 
most potent passion for the maintenance of the national honor, and to the 
most zealous and untiring efforts for the inculcation of “ the doctrine of equal 
rights, universal liberty and justice to all.” It also offers us the best oppor 
tunity of all the year for holding up before every soul in America the ideal of 
American citizenship and manhood. In Abraham Lincoln exists the best 
expression of how the possibilities which America affords to all her children 
may be realized. Lincoln’s birthday is the day of days in which to demon­
strate the eternal righteousness of America’s ideal for human society, and the 
supreme wisdom of her political philosophy.

In the Railspliltcr we have our best example of a sane and sober life, and 
of a fearless championship of righteous principles. In him we behold a 
“charity for all” as sweet and wise as his “ firmness in the right” was 
straightforward and outspoken. In him dwelt the wisdom of a Solon, the 
courage of a Richard, the faith of a Paul, the tender love and forgiveness of a 
Christ. His divinely compassionate and encouraging appeal to the South, 
when it was lying prostrate beneath the black and bitter shadow of defeat, 
was made in these words, which arc both a portrayal of his soul and a prophecy 
of the coming peace: “We arc not enemies, but friends. Though passion 
may have strained, it must not break, the bond of our affection. The mystic 
chord of memory, stretching from every patriot grave to every heart and 
hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, 
when touched again, as it surely will be, by the better angels of our nature.” 
So thoroughly sincere and effective was he in this forgiveness, that from the
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heart of the South has conic the response: ‘‘ When Lincoln’s speech at Gettys­
burg is engraved on the tablet to be erected on the battlefield, not a -word of it 
will jar upon the Confederate who reads, for its spirit is the spirit of the 
peace-loving statesman whose prayer is that the nation may be preserved with 
honor. It is a test of Lincoln’s greatness that he wrote in that spirit of gentle 
humanity but inflexible devotion to country, when the bitterness of war was at 
its height.”

Brothers, let us commemorate most sacredly, on February twelfth, the 
services and sacrifices of this man. Lotus keep holy the day in that same spirit 
by which his whole life was sanctified. Let us not only call to mind what 
he did and said, but let us remember the men who rallied to his call by the 
hundred thousand, — our fathers,—who stayed the gray waves of secession 
aud kept this

:
*

“ A nation, free* from sea to sea, 
In union blessed forever.”

Let us remember, too, that with our heritage of honor and noble blood, 
we' are endowed with corresponding obligations. America expects her 
veterans’ sons to guard well the picket line even in these days of peace. Our 
fathers have saved the nation. We must keep it safe. We must, by the 
heartiness of our observance of this day, keep the great army of America’s 
citizens awake to the responsibility and sanctity of citizenship. For the great 
danger which threatens a commonwealth jn peaceful days is a lack of moral 
earnestness in the discharge of civic duties. The Sons of Veterans can be, 
ought to be and must be, “the salt of the earth” for America. To this end 
let Union Defenders’ Day be celebrated with stirring song and inspiring ora­
tion. Let every member of every Camp pay to Lincoln and to Lincoln’s men, 
the morited tribute of hard work, earnest thought ami quickened emotion, 
upon this occasion.

- Let every Camp arrange a program at once. Let us, by the quality of our 
exercises, prove our fitness for the name which the valor of our sires permits 
us to bear.

The Chaplain-in-Ohief lakes this opportune occasion to endorse and recom­
mend the suggestion made by Commander Lapoint of the Vermont Division, 
that, in addition to the exercises of Union Defenders’ Day, on the following 
Sunday a patriotic religious service be held, in which every patriotic clergy­
man and layman organization and individual may be invited to participate. 
The pulpits of America were eloquent with loyalty in ’01; let us help them to 
be equally so in ’08.

Like Lincoln: “ With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firm­
ness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the 
work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall 
have borne the battle, and for his widow and nis orphan; to do all which 
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with 
ah nations.”

Let us do these things in Friendship, in Charity, in Loyally.
1IAKKY LAWRENCE VEAZKY,

Chaplain-in-Ch \>/

i
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Headquarters Com m ani>er y-in-Ci11ef , Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., 
Boom 917, Trkmont Building.

Boston, Mass., Jan. 10, 1898.-
The foregoing is hereby approved and promulgated, -with the hope that 

Camps throughout the Order may arrange such exercises as seem to them best 
calculated to insure a fitting observance of the day.

By command of
CHARLES K. DARLING,

Conimandcr-i n• Ch icf.
Ojlicial:

Ailjnta ul- (f encml.
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11KAI )QUA RTERS COMM AN 1)ER Y-I N-CllIKF,

SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A.,

Room 917, Trkmont Buildinc,

Boston, Jan. lo, 1898.

Circular No. 2.

At tlic Fourteenth Annual Encampment of the Commaiulery-in-Chief, held at 
Knoxville, Tenn., in 1895, a committee, consisting of lion. Webster Davis, 
Missouri; W. Scoit Oberdorf, New York; Josiali Gross, Gulf; George F. Wolz, 
Nebraska, and Edward R. Campbell, Maryland, were appointed to consider the 
expediency of erecting monuments on the battlefields of Gettysburg, Shiloh and 
Chickamauga, and to consider the subject of the Sous of Veterans, U.S.A., 
uniting with the Sons of Confederate Veterans in erecting peace monuments 
upon said battlefields. This committee rendered a partial report to the Fif­
teenth Annual Encampment in 1896. The committee was continued and sub­
mitted a report at the Sixteenth Annual Encampment, which is given herewith

Rei*<»rt ok Committee on Battlefield Monuments.

“ With a view to carrying this work to 'completion, we have the honor to 
recommend the following to be adopted by this Encampment: —

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

This is to certify: That we, whose names are hereunto signed, citizens 
of the United States, a part of whom are residents of the District of Columbia, 
are desirous of forming an organization under Section No. 315 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States for the District of Columbia, as follows: —

First. The name of this society shall be The National Sons ok Veterans 
Battlefield Park Monument Association.

Second. This Association to continue as an incorporate body for the 
period of twenty years.

Third., Its objects arc: First, the erection on the battlefield parks of Get­
tysburg, Shiloh and Chickamauga, suitable monuments to the private soldiers 
who lost their lives thereon in defense of (he nation’s honor during the War of 
Secession. Second, to erect peace monuments on said battlefield parks cs 
titling remembrances of a reunited country.
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Fourth. The number of directors of this Association shall consist of 
members selected from the incorporators or from members of the First Class.

Fifth. The membership of this Association shall be of live classes, as fol­
lows, viz.: —

Class 1. The members of the committee appointed by the Knoxville 
Encampment and all PastCommanders-in-Chicf of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.

Class 2. Past Division Commanders of the Order, who shall be eligible to 
olRce, and upon their being elected thereto shall become members of the First 
Class.

Class 3. Any sou of a Union soldier. 
Class 4. Any son of a Confederate soldier. 
Class 5. Any person.
Fees and dues, by-laws and regulations to be adopted by the Board of 

Directors.

I 1 Fraternally,
E. R. CAMPBELL,

Chairman Battlefield Park Monument Committee."

:i I By vote of the Encampment the present administration was instructed to 
publish the report, promulgating the same to the various Divisions, that they 
may instruct their delegates for action thereon at the next Encampment.

It is requested that each Division Encampment shall consider the propo­
sition and report of the said committee, and instruct their representatives to 
the next Encampment of the Commandcry-iu-Chicf to vote on the question 
as the Division Encampment may decide.

By conunuud of
1 i

CHARLES K. DARLING,
Commander-in-Ch iff.

Official.

Adjutant-General.

II
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HEADQUARTERS COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF,

SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A , ,

Dkpaktmrmt or Ciiaplain-in-Chif.k,

IIarrimax, Tknn., April 28, 1898.

Circular No. 3.
Brothers: America’s holiest day draws near. This nation in mingled sad­

ness and gratitude will call to reverent remembrance the valor and unselfish 
sacrifice of her defenders who have been transferred from the armies of earth 
to the legions of that mysterious world beyond the grave. The most beautiful 
and fragrant gifts of the God who dwellcth in nature will be laid upon the 
long low mounds which rise above the noiseless but eloquent dust which in the 
vigor and suppleness of life protected the heart of the nation. One by one 
those mounds increase. Day by day with quickening cadence the “Grand 
Army ” marches into the invisible. With its passing, comes a larger responsi­
bility to those upon whom falls its mantle of honorable heritage.

Memorial Day belongs to the veteran. No other hand can so tenderly 
strew the blossoming emblems of God’s undying love for men. No other voice 
can so touchingly utter the word of grateful and glorified memory. No other 
heart can be so solemnly impressed with the sacrcdness of the occasion, or so 
thoroughly appreciate its spirit and meaning. Rut this makes not less the 
duty and privilege of the Sons of Veterans upon this day. For us, and for 
the nation of which we arc a part, these heroes, both living and dead, freely 
ofl'ered even their lives in order that we, and all men, might enjoy the inestimable 
blessings of personal liberty and national unity.

For the proper observance of this day we arc banded together. So let 
every intlucnce be exerted to check the growing tendency toward making this 
a day of thoughtless sport and vulgar amusement. Let us emphatically, even 
sternly, insist that this day shall be religiously observed in memory of the 
patriots and heroes of ’61. Let the busy marts of trade be closed. Let the 
hum of industry cease. Let the amusement halls be vacant, and in the peaceful 
cities of the dead let us gather to pay tribute to the spirit •which is above all 
seltlshncss and love of gain. May the whole American people stand in the 
hushed presence of the God of nations and the spirits of the hero-dead, and 
reconsecrate this country to principles made sacred by the blood of martyrs 
and the blessing of the Absolute.

Memorial Suuday, falling this year ou May 29, should be more generally 
observed than ever before. This nation is again involved in a righteous war. 
For the sake of suficring humanity, and in behalf of those eternal principles of 
right upon which our nation Is founded, the Uuitcd States have declared the
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people of Cuba free and independent, and now stand, as the champions of 
liberty, with unsheathed swords, ready to assist the liberty loving people of 
Cuba in maintaining their independence. In the midst of such conditions the 
invocation of the guidance and blessing of the God of Righteousness and 
Equity is a peculiarly appropriate privilege. Let. the ranks be tilled, the 
worship sincere; “ the event is in the hands of God.’’

Camp Chaplains are reminded of their duty to report the observance of 
Memorial Day immediately thereafter to their respective Division Chaplains.

Division Chaplains are urged to be prompt in securing and consolidating 
the reports of Camp Chaplains, and in forwarding consolidated reports to this 
Department.

Yours in F., C. and L.,
IIAR11Y LAWRENCE VEAZEY, 

Ch aplain-in- Oh ic f.

HEADQUARTERS COMMANDERY-IN-CllIEF, SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A.,
Room 917, Trkmont Building, }

Boston, Mass., May 4, 1S98.
The foregoing is hereby approved and promulgated. It is earnestly hoped 

the day may be appropriately observed by every member of the Order.
By command of

CHARLES lv. DARLING, 
Co m m a nder-i n - Ch of.

Ojlicial:

Adjutant- General.

11KA l>< J UARTKKS COM M A ND FRY-IN • Cl 11KF. lv
Sons of Veterans, U.S.A. j 

Boston, Mass., Nov. 20, 1S97.
Dear Sir and Brother: A careful study of the condition of the Order, 

leads the Commander-in-Chicf to believe that the time is ripe for materially in­
creasing the numerical strength, social standing and public influence of the 
Sons of Veterans.

Encouraging reports of an awakening interest along the line arc daily 
coming to these headquarters and it is with a knowledge of your able and 
faithful services in the past that we call upon you to again put your shoulder 
to the wheel and give the weight of your energetic co-operation io a concerted 
movement for the upbuilding of the Order.

There must be in your Division and the immediate section in which you 
reside, a large number of recruits who can be induced to join with us in the 
duties of the Order; there must be many sons of the soldiers who sacrificed

i
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so much for the nation and its ling, proud of their ancestry, animated by filial 
love and devotion, M ho would gladly afllliate with an organization that stands 
on the broad and patriotic platform of the Sons of Veterans. It is believed 
that if their peculiar heritage and the distinctive characteristics of our Order 
are properly explained, they will appreciate their privileges, enlist in the work, 
and loyally serve this grand body, in which you have given so much of time 
and service.

We desire to inaugurate a movement that will check the losses we have 
sustained in the past; that will turn the tide of retrogression to a substantial 
movement to the front; with a steady gain in power, and an advancement to 
something like the membership we should possess. To do this, and to assure 
success, we ask you to give your personal assistance. You can do much that 
will prove beneficial in your locality; you can enlist able workers whom you 
knowT better than wc, whose influence will be advantageous. All this we ask 
you to do with a spirit of determination to build up the membership. What 
has been stated above is merely to convey the objects and intentions of this 
appeal for your personal services. The best methods to employ are left to 
your good judgment and discretion. Suffice it to say that we have called upon 
the Past Division Commanders of every Division, together with other active 
officials and able workers throughout the Order, to render similar service. 
From this force of faithful brothers, all working with one object in view, wc 
should accomplish what is needed and so desirable at this time. Iu conclusion, 
wc bespeak your loyal co-operation, for “in unity there is strength," and no 
failure can result if all will do their part.

Fraternally yours,
FRED E. BOLTON,

Adjutant-General.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there be no objections the report 
of the Adjutant-General will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ 
Reports, under the rule. Is there objection?

imOTIIKRS HOLDING COMMISSIONS IN TUE U.S. ARMY.

W. II. Adams of Minnesota: Senior Vice-Commander, I desire 
to move at this time that the Adjutant-General be instructed to append 
to the list in his report of the brothers who are now holding commis­
sions in the United States Army, the names of all other brothers, 
members of the Order of Sons of Veterans, who are now holding com­
missions and serving at this time in the army of the United States that 
may be furnished him by the several Divisions. There are several 
members of the Order in the Division of Minnesota who are now hold­
ing commissions and serving in the army at the frout, whose names 
don't appear in the Adjutant-General’s list, and I have no doubt there 
arc many in other Divisions of the Order. I therefore move that the 
Adjutant-General append to his list such other names as the members 
present may be able to give him, of members of the Order, in all the 
Stales, who hold commissions and are serving their country in the 
volunteer army.

K. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
George B. Abbott of Illinois: Senior Vice-Commander, I suggest 

that probably it would be well to have the Committee on Credentials 
make a supplemental report at this time. I do it out of deference to 
our record. With all due respect to our friend from Minnesota, I un­
derstood from the report of the Committee on Credentials, already
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made, that the Division of Minnesota had not yet been granted the 
privileges of this floor, and it would look peculiar in our record if we 
received motions from delegates who have not been granted the privi­
lege of the floor. I understand that the matter has been fixed up and 
they are now entitled to representation in this Encampment, but until 
the Committee on Credentials makes a further report, our record does 
not show that fact, aud under those circumstances it is hardly in proper 
form to receive this motion. I would ask if the Committee on Cre­
dentials has not a supplemental report to give us on this matter.

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OP THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Has the Committee on Credentials 
a supplemental report to make?

The Adjutant-General: Senior Vice-Commander, I will state that 
while I was reading ray report the figuring up of the financial obliga­
tion of the Minnesota Division was going on, and I understand they 
have settled everything. The credentials of certain delegates of the 
Minnesota Division have been presented, as well as those from several 
other Divisions, which will make it nccessaiy for the Committee on 
Credentials to make a further report. If my associates have no ob­
jection I can state now as a report from the Committee on Credentials 
that eleven other brothers have presented their credentials aud been 
accredited as members of the Encampment.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If the other members of the com­
mittee have no objection the Adjutant-General will add those names to 
the roll. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and they will be 
so added, and we will consider the statement by the Adjutant-General 
as a report from the committee. That being so, the motion of Brother 
Adams is in order.

George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, it is proper that this 
supplemental report should be passed upon by the Encampment.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, the supplemental report 
of the Committee on Credentials is before you. What is your pleasure?

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move the adoption of the 
report of the committee, the supplemental report of the Committee on 
Credentials.

II. V. Speclman of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The question is now on the motion 

of Brother Adams of Minnesota. Those in favor of the motion will 
so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. 'Those opposed, (he 
same sign. The motion is agreed to.

hi

!
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REPORT OK QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

Next in order is the report of Quartermaster-General Loebenstcin. 
Quartermaster-General Loehenstein submitted and read the follow­

ing report:—
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To Charles K. Darling, Commander-in-Chief.
Sir: I have the honor to submit my report of the business of the 

Quartermaster-General’s Department for the term ending Aug. 31, 
1898.

Report Supplemented to Report to Sixteenth Annual Encampment.
Cash on hand, as shown by report . .
Received for per capita tax...................

“ charter fees...................

. . SI, 159 01 

. . 3G0 02
12 00I <

SI,532 53 .
8 77 

52 71 
3G 00 

125 00 
509 64

Paid for supplies........................................................
“ “ ollicc expeuses..............................................
“ “ general expenses..........................................
“ “ salaries........................................................
“ “ expenses Sixteenth Annual Encampment . .

822 12
S710 41Balance cash on hand at beginning administration . .

Receipts and Expenditures from Sept. 13, 1S07, to Any. 31, ISOS. 
RECEIPTS.

$710 41Cash on hand ........................
Cash received for supplies . .

“ per capita tax 
li charter fees

85,118 07 
* 5,356 45 

333 50
-------------$10,SOS 02

<1l 4
*; c •

$11,5IS 43Total cash receipts
EXPENDITURES.

Expenses of the Sixteenth Annual Kncnmp- 
ment in addition to those paid by preceding 
administration: —

W. S. Garber, stenographer ...................
Proceedings...............................................
Postage on proceedings............................
Freight on proceedings............................
Dray age, express, etc. (Indpls.) ....

Traveling expenses:
Commander-in-Chicf.................................
Adjutant-General .....................................
Quartermaster-General............................
Chaplain-in-Chief.....................................

Supplies:
Badges and decorations............................
Camp and Division supplies.......................
Cost of shipping .....................................
Wrapping paper, twine, etc..........................
Insurance .... ............................

$81 70 
680 95 

18 20 
12 75 
10 85

$804 45

SI 19 01 
S8 3G 
11 68 
15 00

234 05

$2,871 10 
1,163 28 

1G0 32 
16 03 
23 SO

4,235 43
Office expenses:

Rent, Commandery............................
“ Quartermaster-General . . 

Light and toilet supplies. Commandery 
Q-M.-General 

Telegrams and express, Commandery 
Q.M.-General

Amnnut carried forward . . . .

$255 00 
360 00 
25 33 
20 76 
27 22 
18 GO

* * • 4 * 4

% .« 4

$707 00
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Amount brought forward . . . •$707 00
105 73 

3G 88 
55 00 
2G SO 

1 57 
10 9-1

Postage, Commandery.....................
“ Q.M.-General.....................

Stationery, all National officers
Com inanticry .... 
Q M.-Gcneral ....

4 4
u

Miscellaneous
943 92

General expenses:
Moving Commandery Headquarters . . 
Insurance Commandery furniture . . .
Expenses. Inspector-General . . . .
Password and countersign.....................
Blanks furnished free to Divisions . .
Commandery. ribbon................................
llecords .....................................................
Miscellaneous ...........................................

59 49
4 SO 

41 30
5 55 

2G 25 
1G 00
9 25 

15 75
178 39 

2,750^00 
353 47 

3 27 
9 02 

19 84

Salaries.....................................
General Orders...........................
Seventeenth Annual Encampment 
Tax refunded to Divisions . . 
Miscellaneous..........................

9,53184 
SI.986 59

Total expenditures 
Balance cash on hand

1,342 72Supplies on hand, inventoried at cost

The financial condition of the Commandery-in-Chief on Sept. 13* 
1X97, was as follows : —

! Cent ral Account, Sept. 73, 1S07.
I.IAW1WTIB8.

Cr.
Due to Divisions . .
Surplus......................

ASSETS.
Dr.1 53 00Furniture 

Supplies . .
Cash . . .
Due from Divisions . .

. . $535 50

. . 1,329 50

. . 710 41
7 1G

. • 2,579 57

;
$2,582 5782.582 57

The financial condition of the Connnandery-in-Chicf at the close of 
business Aug. 31, 1898, is as follows: —

General Account, Aug. 31, ISOS.

!

:
I.IAim.ITIKS.

Cr.
$181 95 Due to Divisions . .

. 1.342 72 Surplus......................

. 1,980 59
29 90

ASSETS.
* i' Dr.

. . $19 G2
. 3,821 GOFurniture.....................

Supplies..........................
Cash................................
Due from Divisions . .

it

83,841 22$3,841 22
Vi u

isn $ The account of Profit and Loss from Sept. 1, 1897, to Aug. 31 > 
1898, is as follows : —

i
if ■;
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Profit and Loss, Sept. 2, 2897, to Aug. 32, 2S9S. .

gains.LOSSES.
Dr. Cr.

Furniture, (10% reduction),
Supplies................................
Salaries................................
General Orders .... 
Traveling expenses . . . 
Office expenses .... 
General expenses .... 
Sixteenth Ann’l Encampm’t, 
Seventeenth “
Balance (net gain) . .

Charter fees 
Per Capita tax 
Supplies . .

853 55 
•11 21 

2,875 00 
353 17 
234 05 
996 63 
214 39 

1,104 09 
3 27 

790 93

S345 50 
5.706 45 

914 64

% 4

§6,966 59$6,966 59

Comparative Tabic of Receipts.
1395-96. 
$211 95 
5,509 45 
6,072 29 

475 00 
507 20

1S96-97. 1397-93. 
$710 41 

5,118 07 
5,356 45 

333 50

Received from predecessor 
for supplies . . 
“ per c.ipita tax 
“ charter fees 
“ miscellaneous

Totals . . .

$687 12 
4,660 93 
4,909 07 

357 26

44

44

4 4
5 62<«

$12,775 S9 $10,620 00 $11,518 43

Comparative Tabic of Expenditures.
1895-96. 1896-97.

Debts of preceding administration (A) $1,072 86 $
Expenses of preceding annual meeting, in 

addition to those paid by preceding
administration..........................................

Traveling expenses of Commander-in-
Chief and Stall'.....................................

Supplies:
Badges and decorations.....................
Camp and Division supplies ....
Cost of shipment (B)..........................
Wrapping paper, insurance, etc. . .

Furniture.....................................................
General Orders..........................................
Salaries..........................................................
Office expenses:

Rent..........................................................
Telegrams, postage and stationery (C),
Miscellaneous..........................................

General expenses:
Transfer Commandery Headquarters .
Records .....................................................
Miscellaneous..........................................

Stationery.....................................................
Telegraphing...............................................
Postage..........................................................
Cost of shipping supplies and other ex­

press charges .....................................
Other items ................................................

1897-98.
$

660 43 594 48 804 45

146 40 228 03 234 05

2,871 10 
1,163 28

2,695 60 
1 313 24

2,681 60 
768 60

37 21 
7 30 

249 48 
2,875 00

40 7339 94 
23 75 

281 90 
2,750 00

353 47 
2,750 00

445 00 690 00 615 00

57 0381 09 70 80

lit 11 
21 43 

435 20 
190 22 
38 12 

275 59

59 49 
9 25 

109 65 
83 37 
45 91 

142 61

185 34 
20 85 

479 62 
118 38 
73 23 

228 45

160 32199 59 
532 90

134 59 
48 27 32 13

$9,460 09 $9,531 84$11,318 57Totals
Includes the amount paid on account of •• Rowley Claim 
Included in express item.
Included in telegraph, postage and stationery items.

(A)
(B;
(C)
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The amount of cash on hand at the beginning of the present ad­

ministration was $710.41, and the surplus account had a credit of 
$2,579.57. We had on hand, at the close of business on Aug. 31, 
1898, $1,980.59, and a surplus of $3,821.00. I am very glad that the 
financial complications, which one year ago seemed imminent, have 
not confronted us, and that increased revenues from per capita tax and 
profits on supplies enable us to make the satisfactory showing above 
indicated. Commander-in-Chief Darling and Adjutant-General Bolton 
have labored unceasingly to increase our revenues and to curtail our 
expenditures, and their success in both directions is plainly shown by 
the satisfactory condition of our finances above reported.

The last Encampment ordered that a condensed history of the 
Order be incorporated in the next edition of the Constitution, Rules 
and Regulations to be printed. A sketch was prepared, but as there 
appears to be some controversy regarding certain facts pertaining to the 
earlier history of the Order, it was deemed best to defer publication of 
such sketch until after action could be taken thereon by a committee of 
this Encampment.

Divisions are indebted to the Commandery-in-Chief as follows: 
Oregon, $0.22; West Virginia, $0.20; Gulf, $4.61.

The following Divisions have balances due them: Colorado 
$2.55; Connecticut, $0.32 ; Illinois, SO.02 ; Indiana, $0.56 ; Kansas, 
SO.73; Maine, $0.25; Nebraska, $0.85; New Hampshire, $0.16; 
Pennsylvania, $12.59; Rhode Island, $0.13; South Dakota, $0.66; 
Vermont, $0.20; Wisconsin, $0.60.

The following Divisions are, at the date of this report, in arrears 
for per capita tax for the quarter ending June 30, 1898: Oregon, 
West Virginia and Gulf.

I have received the bonds, duly approved by the Commander-in- 
Chief, of the Commanders of the Divisions of Alabama and Tennessee, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Missouri, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, South Dakota and West Virginia. The Commanders of Cal­
ifornia, Indiana and Vermont, having been re-elected, filed no new 
bond.
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' :!'if In concluding this, my final report as Quartermaster-General, I 
wish to express my gratitude to the various Division officers with whom 
I have had official relations, for the uniform courtesy which has marked 
their intercourse with my department. To Past Coinmanders-in-Chief 
Hall, Maccabe, Bund)', Russell and Rake, and their respective Adju­
tant-Generals, I beg to again extend my warmest thanks for very many 
acts of kindness. And to Commander-in-Chief Darling and Adjutant- 
General Bolton I can but say that the warm personal friendship of the 
past years has been more firmly cemented by the official relations 
of the year now closing. May God grant a safe return to our midst of 
our gallant Commander-in-Chief, now in the service of our country, and 
majr health and success attend the patriotic soldier at the front and his 
efficient Adjutant-General, whose patriotic devotion to our Order has 
brought him the affectionate regard of all who know him.
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i

May the Great Commander bless and prosper the Order that I 
have had the honor to serve for six years past, and enable me to be of 
some service to the Order we all love.

Fraternally yours,

'

R. Loebenstein,
Quartermaster-General.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the report of 
the Quartermaster-General will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ 
Reports, under the rule. Is there objection? The Chair hears none 
and the report is so referred.

Next in order is the report of the Inspector-General.

:

1REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL.

Inspector-General J. Frank Durston of New York, submitted and 
read the following report: — :

;
;Fred E. Bolton, Adjutant-General,

Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., Boston, Mass.
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following as my report as In­

spector-General during the past year.
It is a matter of regret that it is incomplete, as a special effort was 

made to secure an accurate account of the standing of the entire Order.
All Division Headquarters were inspected and the general result 

was very gratifying. The following consolidation will convey an idea 
as to the condition in which the Assistant Iuspectors-General found 
the various Headquarters to which they were assigned: —

1. Every Division has a charter.
2. Every Division has a regularly adopted set of By-Laws con­

forming with the present C., R. & R., except Nebraska, Oregon, 
Colorado and the Gulf.

3. (r<) All Divisions keep a record of their Division proceedings, 
and all possess the minutes of their Division Council meetings except 
Washington.

3. (/>) All Divisions keep a register of members.
3. (<■) A Rosier of officers is kept by all Divisions.
3. {d) All Divisions keep a record of commissions.
3. (<?) Colorado, Wisconsin and West Virginia do not keep a

record of dispensations; the rest do.
3. (/) Wisconsin, Illinois, Connecticut and Vermont are the

only Divisions who do not possess a Black Book properly kept.
3. (r/) An Adjutant’s Cash Book is kept by all Divisions.
3. (h) All Division Quartermasters keep a Cash Book.
3. (f) All Divisions except Wisconsin and Massachusetts keep a

i

!

;

}

■

Ledger.
4. All Divisions keep an accurate account with each Camp except 

Colorado.
5. At the time of this inspection all reports had been forwarded 

and duplicates were on file at Division Headquarters.
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6. Division accounts are properly kept in all Divisions except
Colorado.

7. The Divisions reported in debt are Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, 
Indiana and the Gulf; Iowa owing the least, 830.00, and Kansas the 
most, S350.00, the total indebtedness being §736.78.

8. All Divisions except one have money in their treasury, the 
total cash balance being §3,439.99, a decrease from last year of 
§318.25, and an average of SI 18.62. Massachusetts leads with the 
largest amount, §850.00, Pennsylvania follows with §441.00, and New 
York is third with §406.46.

The smallest cash balance is shown by Maryland, who possesses 
§13.10, while the Gulf reports a deficit of §85.00.

9. All Divisions but Indiana have supplies on hand, the total 
value being §1,519.00, an average of §52.38.

10. All supplies in use are furnished by the Commandery-in- 
Chief, and are of current issue.

11. All Division Commanders have filed their bond with the 
Commander in-Chief, the average figure being §2,000.00.

12. Oregon, West Virginia, Illinois and the Gulf are not secured 
by bond from their Division Quartermasters; all other Divisions have 
bonds averaging §1,000.00 each.

13. There seems to be a great difference of opinion regarding the 
value of the services of the Division Adjutants and Quartermasters.- 
Five Divisions pay no salaries and the remainder give compensation 
ranging from §1.00 each in Kentucky and California, to the Division 
of Pennsylvania, whose salary list amounts to §1,100.00, while Ohio 
allows its Adjutant twenty per cent of the dues collected, and its 
Quartermaster receives ten per cent of all supplies sold.

14. Pennsylvania has the honor of having the largest member­
ship, viz., 5,947, and South Dakota reports 85 members in good 
standing, although the Division Inspector accounts for 151. Why this 
difference occurs, I am unable to say; the total membership amounting 
to 32,377, an average of 1,116.

15. 1,211 Camps were reported in good standing, an average of 
42 to each Division.

16. 17, IS, 19. The total number of Camps organized is 4,936, 
the total number disbanded, 3,007; the total suspended and not re­
instated, 869. Total number of Camps suspended during the last year, 
418. Owing to the incompleteness of the records of several Divisions, 
these figures are approximate.

20. Twenty-six Divisions rendered the G.A.R. service the past 
year and three did not.

21. Seven Divisions held Field Days and twenty-two did not.
22. According to the reports of the Assistant Tnspectors-Gcncral, 

all correspondence is promptly and thoroughly attended to.
23. All General Orders of the Commander-in-Chief are promptly 

forwarded from all Division Headquarters to their respective Camps.
All Camp requisitions are promptly filled by the Division

ir
i .

I i• '

24.
Quartermasters.



REPORT OF INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 79

25. («, 5, c, rf) All Division Commanders, Adjutants, Inspectors 
and Mustering Officers arc familiar with the secret work.

26. Twenty-seven Division Commanders issue circulars to, and 
correspond with the G.A.R. Posts relative to the organization of new 
Camps, and two do not.

27. On the whole, the G.A.R. is in hearty sympathy with our 
Order, although a few exceptions were reported.

28. 29. The L.A.S. is established in all but 7 Divisions, and has 
proved itself to be of great benefit in many ways.

30. In 15 Divisions the social feature predominates; 5 arc more 
inclined to be military, while in G Divisions the sentiment is about 
equally divided.

31, 32. Two Divisions charge $12.00 for a charter, 15 secure 
$15.00, one asks $18.00, nine demand $20.00, and one obtains $22.00. 
A charter and all Camp supplies are furnished and some Divisions in­
clude a Camp seal and the expenses of the Mustering Officer.

33. The total cost of the inspection of 29 Division Headquarters 
amounted to $372.05, an increase over last year of $93.08, and an 
average of $12.83 to each Division.

After a careful study of the results obtained, 1 am of the opinion 
that the practice of sending an Inspector from an outside Division is a 
useless expenditure of money, and believe that the chairman of the 
Division Council, who visits his Division Headquarters at least once 
each year, is perfectly competent to perform the duties required of an 
Assistant Inspector-General and recommend that my successor make a 
test of this method of inspection.

It was deemed unnecessary to inspect the Headquarters of the 
Adjutant and Quartermaster-General, as this Department was fully 
aware of the splendid condition of these two otlices.

The following is a correct list of my Assistant Inspectors-General, 
to whom 1 desire to extend my most sincere thanks for the prompt and 
intelligent manner in which they discharged their duties.

Asst. Jnspcctors- Gcncrai.
V. Gilb, Jr. . . .

. . V. P. Shipley. . .
. . C. Borin ....
. . W. M. P. Bowen .
. . Josiali Gross . . .
. . Geo. E. Cogsliall .
. . James W. Noel . .
. . Charles Townsend .
. . William II. Russell 
. . George II. Capito .
. . Fred E. Bolton . .
. . Wlldun Scott . .
. . George E. Cox . .
. . William G Dustin .
. . W. J. Patton . . .
. . E. W. Raymond 
. . George F. Wolz . .
. . R. B. Whitcomb 
. . E. R. Campbell . .

Address.
Birmingham, Ala. 
Oakland, Cal. 
Obcrlin, Kan. 
Providence, R.I.
New Orleans, La. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Indianapolis, Iud. 
Benton, Wis. 
LaCrosse, Kan. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Boston, Mass. 
Milton, Pa. 
Hartford, Coun. 
Dwight, 111. 
Marinette, Wis.
St. Louis, Mo. 
Fremont, Neb. 
Portland, Me. 
Washington, D.C.

Division.
Alabama and Tennessee . 
California and Il.I. 
Colorado . . . 
Connecticut . .
Gulf...................
Illinois ....
Indiana . . .
Iowa ....
Kansas .... 
Kentucky . . .
Maine .... 
Maryland . . . 
Massachusetts 
Michigan . . .
Minnesota . .
Missouri . . . 
Nebraska . . .
New Hampshire .
New Jersey . .



1

8E VENTEENTU ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT.80

Asst. Inspectors- General 
. Arthur B. Spink 
. C. J. Deckman .
. 11. J. Courtney '.
. W. S. Obcrdorf .
. Edward T. Monahan . 
. C. B. Cook . .
. II. O. Bixby . .
. E. W. Young 
. F. W. Myers . .
. A. T. Wilson .

jDivision. 
New York 
Ohio .... 
Oregou . . .
Pennsylvania . 
Rhode Island . 
South Dakota 
Vermont . . 
Washington . 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin

Address.
. Providence, R.I.
. Malvern, 0.
. Okobojo, S.l).
. Dansville, N.Y.

Underhill, Vt.
. Arlington, S.l).

Chelsea, Vt.
. Seattle, Wash.

Parkersburg, W. Va. 
. Cedar Rapids, la.

■

J

!

CAMP INSPECTIONS.'
Every Division except Ohio submitted reports of inspection, and 

the general average was fair. That more good does not result from 
our Camp inspections is due in a large measure to the carelessness and 
iguorauce of the Assistant Inspectors.- If they performed their full duty 
the present method would materially strengthen and build up the Order, 
instead of resolving itself into a farce, as is the case in many instances.

While the present blank is far from satisfactory, there are several 
reasons why no substitute is submitted, although such a course was 
contemplated at one time, and a request made in General Orders No. 
1, series of 1898, of the Commander-In-Chief, for suggestions upon the 
subject.

!

r ;

!
Although this notification was supposed to reach every member, 

no responses were received, and the only inference to be drawn was 
that the membership at large were either satisfied with the present blank 
or indifferent as to the future progress of our Order.

Under our present C., R. & R., a Camp may be military or social, 
they may work the degrees or not just as they see fit; and the only 
way to properly inspect them would be to place each one in its own 
class and mark it accordingly.

Much as I should like to do this I am forced to admit that in my 
opinion such a method is far beyond the comprehension of the average 
Assistant Inspector, whose mental facilities are taxed to the utmost in 
order to fill out our present simple blank in a manner that can be 
understood by his superiors.

The reports of some Division Inspectors were models of neatness 
and accuracy, while others contained much room for improvement.

Some were practically of no value, containing many errors and 
omissions and causing considerable delay and annoyance, as it was 
necessary to thoroughly revise and correct them before they were of the 
slightest use.

The first Division to report was Rhode Island. The papers were 
received on Dec. 16, 1897, and the Inspector, William P. O’Flaherty, 
deserves much credit for his promptness.

In three Divisions, Rhode Island, Colorado and Iowa, every Camp 
in the Division was inspected..

Last year nine Divisions reported every Camp as having been 
visited by the Inspector or his assistants.

The greatest drawback met with was the inaccuracy of the Division
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Inspectors’ consolidated reports, fully fifty per cent of them containing 
errors of one kind or another. In addition to this two reports were on 
old forms and the fact that the questions and numbers did not corre­
spond, entailed an enormous amount of labor upon this department.

A comparative statement of the results obtained from questions 
Nos. 1 to 20, inclusive, follows; one reason for the poor showing 
being the absence of Ohio from the calculations.

1. 434 Captains received a mark of Excellent on this question,
a loss from last year of 45 ; 107 were marked Good, 190 Fair and 147 
Poor.

'

2. 253 Captains were marked Perfect ou their degree work, a 
gain of 30; 179 secured Good, 223 Fair and 292 Poor.

3. 323 First Lieutenants were Perfect in their ritualistic work, a 
gain of 7 ; 103 were Good, 207 Fair and 214 Poor.

4. 297 Secoud Lieutenants have committed their work to memory, 
a loss of 2; 103 were Good, 246 Fair and 252 Poor.

5. 204 Chaplains were Perfect, a loss of 13; 184 were Good, 
247 Fair and 208 Poor.

0. 342 Sergeants of the Guard have memorized their parts, a
gain of 9 ; 194 were Good, 235 Fair and 190 Poor.

7. Put 130 ollicers were regular in their attendance, a loss of 37 ; 
308 were Good, 103 Fair aud 64 Poor.

8. 438 Camps show a gain in membership since last year, a loss 
of 0 ; 157 were Good, 117 Fair aud 249 Poor.

9. 745 Camp Records were correctly and well kept, a loss of 67; 
142 were Good, 00 Fair and 30 Poor.

10. It is evident that the Quartermaster Sergeants arc gaining 
the confidence of their superior officers, as but 765 have filed bonds, a 
decrease of 73; 81 were Good, 50 Fair and 74 Poor.

11. 510 Camp officers are reported as uniformed, a loss of 23; 
while 115 were nearly so, 101 in part and 231 have none at all.

12. 139 Camp ollicers wear rank straps and side-arms, a loss of 
49 ; 170 received a rating of Good on this question, 132 were Fair and 
213 possessed noue at all.

13. 735 Camp rooms are properly equipped, and are marked 
Excellent, a loss of 08; 131 were Good, 00 Fair and 37 Poor.

14. 497 Staff officers are reported as being provided with proper 
chevrons, a loss of 517 ; 44 were Good, 03 Fair aud 344 Poor.

15. 172 Camps were reported as fully uniformed, a loss of 457; 
122 were partly uniformed, 110 made a Fair showing and 238 possess 
none whatever.

10. 891 Camps always present their recruits with a badge, a loss
of 87. It is strange that out of 970 Camps inspected, 79 should con­
fess that they make no attempt to perform this simple yet important 
duty. 14 Camps present badges most of the time, 12 do it occasionally 
and 58 omit it entirely.

17. General Orders are read aud filed in 94 per cent of the Camps 
inspected, 33 Camps read them generally, 10 only occasionally, aud in 
19 Camps no pretense is made of paying the slightest attention to the 
commands of their superior officers.

.
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18. 866 of the Camps inspected observed Memorial Day; 32 
were marked Good, 16 Fair and 49 disregarded the day entirely.

19. Reports and dues are forwarded promptly in 826 Camps; 32 
are Good in this respect, 34 Fair and 30 Poor.

20. 828 Camps forwarded their Surgeons* and Chaplains’ reports 
promptly, 31 received mark of Good, 28 were Fair and 38 Poor.

82

The following information is gathered from the replies to ques­
tions Nos. 21 to 37, and may be of interest to students of our pro­
gress : —

21. Total number of members in good standing, 30,429 ; average
1,049.

Number of members dropped during the last year, -2,988 ;22.
average, 103.

23. Number of special meetings held, 1,302 ; average, 45.
24. Total value of Camp property, §265,306.01; average, 

$9,148.49.
Amount of funds over total indebtedness, SI37,181.31 ;25.

average, $4,730.39.
Amount charged for annual dues, $2,463.21 ; average,26.

$84.94.
27. Amount charged for muster fee, $1,945.05; average, $67.07.
28. (a) Number of members relieved, 728; average, 25.
28. (5) Amount expended, $8,821.40 ; average, $304.19.
29. Money expended for the relief of veterans and their families, 

$1,208.55; average, $41.67.
30. Number of Camps equipped, 661, Cavalry, 23, Artillery, 29, 

Infantry, 608, Signal Corps, 1, Ambulance Corps, 1.
31. Number of members equipped with arms and accoutrements, 

9,122; average, 315.
32. (a) Number of Camps who engage in regular company drills, 

331 ; average, 11.
32. (b) Number who do not, 599 ; average, 21.
33. (a) Number of Camps who have aided the local G.A.R. or 

W.R.C., 495; average, 17.
33. (b) Number who have not, 663 ; average, 16.
34. (a) Number of Camps having a Ladies’Aid Society, 265; 

average, 9.
34. (b) Number who dp not, 671 ; average, 23.
35. (a) Number of Camps where local G.A.R. attend meetings 

and encourage the Camp, 710; average, 24.
35. (5) Number who do not, 328 ; average, 11.
36. (a) Number of Camps who hold social gatherings, 726; 

average, 25.
36. (b) Number who do not, 309; average, 11.
37. Total cost of Camp inspection, $1,532.53; average, $52.85.
Not all of the Division Inspectors availed themselves of the op­

portunity of expressing their opinions relative to the inspection; the 
remarks of those who saw fit to do so are worth reproducing here.

tUffr
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CALIFORNIA AND HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.
General Average, fiC per cent; First-class 2, Second-class G, Third-class I..
“ As far as I have seen, this Division has good and efficient officers, fully 

qualified for the positions which they hold. I find that some of the Camps are 
backward in paying their dues, and are therefore suspended, which handicaps 
us greatly. I wish to commend Camp 7 of Pasadena, which is the best in the 
Division, with thirty-six members. They performed the entire work without 
the aid of a ritual and obtained a marking of 91 per cent."

i

F. C. HUNT, Inspector.
COLORADO.

General Average. 78 per cent; First-class 5, Second-class 2, Third-class 0.
“This report covers the inspection of every Camp in the Colorado Division, 

to which the assistant inspectors were appointed, and the general average, viz.: 
7S per cent, is therefore the general average of the entire Division. The effi­
ciency of the officers of the Division is good. Of the Camps,’ some are good 
aud some arc not. The Sons of Veterans Order here is not booming. The 
National Guard of the State catches all those who are fond of the military feat­
ure. In a majority of cases the enthusiasm dies out for want of the social 
feature in a short time after a recruit is mustered. In my judgment there 
should be legislation enacted making the organization a strictly military one, 
making it compulsory for each recruit to purchase a uniform, of whatever arm 
the organization may decide upon, before lie is mustered in. More recruits 
would be secured, and better material than we now have.”

HENRY C. LUTIIEU, Inspector.

CONNECTICUT.
General Average, 85 percent; First-class 22, Second-class 3, Third-class 0. 

Was unable to secure an inspection of Camps 18 and 49.”« <
W. A. CHASE, Inspector.

tiie'gulk.
General Average, 28 per cent: First-class 0, Second-class 4, Third-class 0. 
*l The camps in this Division are scattered and isolated. They extend 

from Florida to Louisiana and Mississippi, making an inspection difficult. The 
officers are zealous and faithful, but the absence of contact with brothers of 
the North prevents them from being as efficient as desirable. The Gulf Di­
vision is really a missionary Held; it is holding its own, even more, it is grow­
ing stronger, but slowly.”

WILLIAM JEFFERSON, Inspector.

INDIANA.
General A verage. 83 per cent; First-class 34, Second-class 28, Third-class 0.
“ All officers of this Division arc working hard and doing all they cau for 

the welfare of the Order, trying to get the weak Camps in line again. Some 
are coining and some arc very far on the downward course. There arc twenty- 
one Camps who were not inspected, the reasons being “ that they did not wish 
to bother with it,” and some have no place of meeting or have no property, and 
are not in shape to be inspected. Some of these twenty-one Camps arc so far 
behind with their per capita tax that it is doubtful if they can ever be rein­
stated. All etlorts to get them back seem to be of no use. All has been done 
that can be done, and fortv-six Camps were inspected.”

W. A. SMITH, Inspector.

IOWA.
General Average, 74 percent; First-class34, Second-class2$,Third-class0. 
“With permission from Inspector General, dated Oct. 2G, 1897, and Dec. 

G, 1897, the Division Inspector was given power to appoint assistant inspectors 
to inspect their own Camps where such a course was deemed absolutely neces­
sary.”

A. B. HANCOCK, Inspector.
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KENTUCKY.

General Average, 82 per cent; First-class 11, Second-class 2, Third-class 0.
“The Division has increased in Camps and 1 believe in numbers also. 

The general work performed by the Camps is very much better and more en­
thusiastic than on inspection nights. The complaint in this Division is the 
long time consumed by the ritual, even for general business; “ too much talk" 
in the general order of business, there being eighteen orders of business while 
in other orders seven or eight are considered ample. The degree work is so 
lengthy that no Camp, except possibly Camp 9, works the three degrees, and 
few even the first degree; they simply obligate the new member, condense the 
first degree and immediately obligate in the other two degrees.”

CHARLES GERMAN, Inspector.
MAINE.

General Average, G9 per cent; First-class 25, Second-class 19, Third-class 2.
“ The results of the inspection of the Camps of this Division shows that we 

are in practically the same condition as one year ago. We were unable to in­
spect four of our Camps so that the general average was kept down to about 
the same as last year. As a whole, the Division is in better condition than one 
year ago. The ofilccrs take more pride in their work, and a larger per cent 
have committed the work than on any previous year. The brothers of the 
Maine Division are loyal to the interests of the Order, and are endeavoring to 
increase more and more each year the efficiency and influence of f lic Division 
in our Commonwealth as well as in the National Councils of our Order."

E. N. CORSON, Inspector.
MARYLAND.

General Average, G2 per cent; First-class 9, Second-class 11, Third-class 4. 
** Camps not reporting are classified in the third class and are marked zero 

in all questions except nineteen and twenty, which ratings were secured from 
Division Headquarters."

EDWARD R. FRENCH, Inspector.

MASSACHUSETTS.
General Average, 85 per cent; First-class 110, Second-class 20, Third-class 4.
“ The Division on the whole is in better condition than last year. There 

has been a gain in membership, and fewer brothers dropped. The value of the 
property has increased $11,GOO. There have been fewer calls for relief, both 
from veterans and brothers, consequently not so large an amount has been ex­
pended in that direction. The officers on the whole appear to understand tlicir 
several duties, and are active and efficient.”

FRED E. WARNER, Inspector.
MICHIGAN.

General Average, G1 per cent; First-class .’10, Second-class 15, Third-class 3. 
“ The comparatively poor showing in ritualistic work is due to the fact 

that many of our camps are new ones. The membership of the Division has 
more than doubled during the past year.”

GEORGE W. DAVIS, Inspector.
MINNESOTA.

General Average, 33 per cent; First-class 8, Second-class 12, Third-class 5.
“On January 1, 1898, there were fifty Camps in the Minnesota Division, 

thirty-two of which were in good standing and eighteen were in arrears. The 
thirty-two Camps in good standing reported a total membership of 804. The 
inspection shows that the Minnesota Division is in a very poor condition. 
Very few Camps are strong, either numerically or financially, and there is a 
general lack of interest and enthusiasm that will be the undoing of the Division. 
An earnest effort was made to have every Camp inspected. Where Camps could 
not afford the expense, the Division Commander appointed a local member as 
an assistant inspector, but even under this arrangement it was found that fifty 
per cent of the camps were too dead to even attempt to hold an inspection.”

MILTON S. MEAD, Inspector.



HEPOPT OF mSPEOTOR-GENERAL. 85
Missouri.

General Average, 78 per cent; First-class 18, Second-class 14, Third-class 2. 
“Three of the seven camps not inspected were not subject to inspection. 

My first report was received on October 20, 1897, and the last on February 
2G, 1898.”

i

L. B. PIIILO, Inspector.
NKIII'ASKA.

General Average, 70 percent; First-class8, Second-class 11, Third-class 1.
“ I have the honor to submit herewith my report as Inspector of the Ne­

braska Division. I cannot say that this is an A No. I Division. The inspec­
tion does not show it. We are second-class good and strong however. We 
have some especially strong Camps, and some too poor to pay the expenses of 
an inspection. One Camp reports itself $1.85 In debt, another $.10 on hand, 
etc. That the Assistant Inspectors have had compassion on these Camps is 
evidenced by the fact that it cost but S11.S5 to inspect the entire Division. 
Camp 12 at Wahoo stands highest with 9G per cent, Camp 5, Fremont, is 
second with 95 per cent, while Camp 72, South Omaha, is third, with 90 per 
cent. The “ booby" Camp of the State is No. 3, located at Fairmount, having 
but 47 per cent. This, however, is a ucw Camp, which may excuse it some­
what, although at the time of its inspection it had been in existence some 
eight months. It seemed hard for its officers to get properly onto the ropes 
and get things moving smoothly. This is the only third-class Camp in the 
Division.

i

1

“ Some Camps may consider their marking too low, but each had what it 
seemed to deserve. These are not padded returns. The work has been done on 
the presumption that the exact condition of each Camp was wanted. As to the 
officers, I can say but little. Much good work has been done by the Com­
mander in organizing new Camps. The Division, I understand, is out of debt, 
and may now be said to have its head above water, ready to do some effective 
work.”

R. M. TYSON, Inspector.
\NKW YORK.

General Average, 83 per cent; First-class 7G, Second-class 2G, Third-class 2.
“ 1 have the honor to submit the enclosed as my report of the inspection 

of the New York Division. I am glad to say that we are on the increase, and 
are gaining ground every day. The Division officers are competent and faith­
ful, and deserve much praise for the splendid condition of the Order in this 
State. Many new Camps have been organized during the past year, and a large 
number of suspended ones reinstated. Some of the Camps inspected were not 
in good standing. This policy was adopted for the reason that it would tend 
to strengthen and encourage them, and the results fully sustained the belief. 
The ritualistic work and military features show a marked improvement over 
last year.”

'

FRANK K. MAPLES, Inspector.
OREGON.

General Average, 52 per cent; First-class 1, Second-class 3, Third-class 1.
“ In making this report of the Division inspection, I find that no P. W. or 

C. S. has been issued since January, 1897. That U. S. Grant Camp No 9 lost 
its'entire Camp equipage by fire Dec. 3, 1897. That the G.A.R. Posts interest 
themselves only in one Camp.in the entire Division. That the Division officers 
generally are efficient and work hard and zealously to promote the welfare of 
the Order. That only through the assistance of the Division Commander is it 
possible to make this report, as all inspections have becu made under the 
personal supervision of the Commander or a member of his staff.”

CHARLES B. ORAI, Inspector.

* *

PENNSYLVANIA.
General Average, G9 per cent; First-class 101, Second-class 13, Third-class 0. 
“ I have the honor to submit herewith my consolidated report of the annual 

Inspection of the Pennsylvania Division, giving the total average and percentage
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of all Camps inspected on each question. 1 also include tables, giviug the Camps 
with a percentage of ninety-seven or over: the Camps with a valuation of SlOOu 
or over; the Camps with a membership of 100 or over; and a list of the Camps 
in good standing that were not inspected.

“ I regret to have to record the fact that a number of the brothers detailed 
as assistant inspectors were careless and negligent in their work, while the 
instructions were ample and explicit, many of the assistant inspectors appear 
io have given but little attention to them, as they filled out the reports according 
to their own ideas, and this necessitated much additional labor upon this 
department. Some of the assistant inspectors failed entirely to perform the 
duties assigned to them. In marking the Camps J have been as lenient as pos­
sible, consistent with the proper performance of the duties of my office. Our 
main point of weakness is in the first six questions relating to the ritualistic 
work. The low percentage obtained by many of the Camps and the general 
average of the Division, arc materially affected by the negligeucc or indifference 
of the five principle officers of the Camp. This ought not to be, and we hope 
that the present year will show a decided improvement in this feature of in­
spection. I am aware of the fact that the present ritual is not regarded with 
favor throughout the Division, especially by the Camps with a low percentage 
in the first six questions, but the importance of securing a good record for the 
Camps and Division at the annual inspection should be sufficient incentive for 
vigorous work in this direction. I have no particular recommendations to make 
in regard to the ritual, the work in it is grand and beautiful, and it is not be­
yond the abilities of the average Camp to render. As I said above, our maiu 
weakness is not in the ritual, but is in the first six questions, and when our 
Camps overcome this obstacle, success will be ours. We deem further comment 
upon the report unnecessary. In addition to the compilation of this report I 
personally inspected three Camps; made twenty official visits, and conducted a 
very large correspondence. In conclusion I desire to express to the Division 
Commander and staff and to the assistant inspectors my appreciation of cour­
tesies received and assistance rendered in the performance of the duties of my 
office.”

i
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FOREST W. IJ1UGGS, Inspector.

KIIODK ISLAND.
General Average, 83 per cent; First-class H, Second-class 0, Third-class 0.
“ The Division is in good condition considering the circumstances under 

which it has labored during the past year, although there is some lack of 
enthusiasm among a few Camp officers. Appeals have been made to the various 
G.A.R. Posts to aid and assist the Camps with the results as shown in this report. 
The Division Commander and staff, have been untiring in t.hcii; efforts to increase 
the membership and welfare of the Division.”

: '!;
t I

1 MICHAEL P. O'FLAHERTY, Inspector.
I

VERMONT.
General Average, G4 percent; First-class 20, Second-class 12, Third-class G.
“The Division is once more on the gain, not only in numbers, but in 

enthusiasm for the Order. The hospitality and hearty goodwill of the brothers 
is shown by the fact that nearly every Camp in good standing entertained the 
inspecting officer at its own expense, ft is very noticeable that where the 
Grand Army assist and encourage the brothers by their presence at the meetings, 
there our best Camps exist, and the downfall of.many Camps is traceable to 
the lack of this support.”

:
..

IRA E. MORSE, Inspector.
WISCONSIN.

General Average, G8 per cent; First-class 17, Second-class 10, Third-class 0. .
“The Camps in this Division arc widely scattered, and are suffering from 

the depression of the times. Our best Camps arc those in the small cities and 
villages, and those in the large cities arc in very poor shape. Three of the 
Camps inspected are suspended and practically dead, and have been so for 
some time.”

i j

i
1

A. G. HALL, Inspector.

i
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The general average and classification of the Divisions not included 
in the foregoing are as follows: —

.

General Average. FIrst-claas. Sccond-cln.°s. Third-class. 
. 33 per cent
. 3G per cent 15
. 18 per cent 31
. 83 per cent
. 85 per cent
. No report 
. 31 per cent
. 77 per cent 17
. 28 per cent

state.
Alabama and Tennessee
Illinois...................
Kansas ...................
New Hampshire . .
New Jersey ....
Ohio...........................
South Dakota . . . 
Washington .... 
West Virginia . . .

2 G 1
•127

10 0
3 015

93 3 0

4 0G
2 0

0 •1 1

In conclusion I desire to express my appreciation of the uniform 
courtesy which I have met with, and to extend my thanks to Com- 
mander-in-Ckief Darling, Adjutant-General Bolton and Quartermaster- 
General Loebenstein for many favors extended. Attached to this 
report will be found “ Exhibit A and B,” the first containing totals of 
the first twenty questions and the second showing the percentages.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,
J. FRANK DURSTON, 

Inspector-General Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
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REPORT OF JUDGE ADVOCATE-GENERAL.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Next in the order is the report of 
the Judge Advocate-General.

Judge Advocate-General Edward K. Gould of Maine, submitted 
and read the following report: —

To Charles K. Darling, Commander-in-Chief.
Sir: I have the honor to submit my report as Judge Advocate- 

General for the present term.
Upon assuming the duties of this office my attention was early 

called to the urgent demand for a codification of the decisions of the 
Commanders-in-Chief and the opinions of the Judge Advocates-General. 
Scattered as they are through many volumes of proceedings, some of 
which are out of print and difficult of access to Camp officers, it was 
almost impossible to find precedents to guide in forming correct con­
clusions in regard to the innumerable questions that constantly arise in 
the administration of the affairs of the Order.

.
1
I

■

:

■!

:
■

SONS OF VETERANS’ DIGEST.

The condition of the finances had not permitted the publication of 
the Blue Book, and to provide a substitute that would be compact and 
within the means of the Order, and at the same time meet this urgent 
demand for a book of decisions, became the first duty of this Depart­
ment. During seven years’ continuous service as Judge-Advocate of 
the Maine Division, I had from time to time annotated and kept up in 
the form of an index-digest the official decisions of the Commander-in- 
Chief, as they appeared in the published proceedings.

1 found this arrangement most convenient for ready reference, and 
in its completed state it has the value of being the result of years of 
experience and constant use. By the orderly and logical subdivision 
of topics such as is used in this digest, it is easy to find any and all 
decisions bearing upon a particular subject.

During the latter part of October I submitted a proposition to the 
Commauder-in-Chief to take upon myself the task of preparing a digest 
of decisions for the use of the Order. The proposal at once met with 
favor at the hands of the Commnnder-in-Chief, who issued the neces­
sary authority for the preparation of the work in Special Order No. 2.

I entered upon my task with zeal, and after two months of labor 
produced the digest now in use. In its preparation the greatest care 
was taken to eliminate obsolete and overruled decisions, so that those 
embodied in the work can be relied upon as authority. While in the 
arrangement of the topics the work follows the form and combines all 

-the good qualities of an index-digest, it is something more than that, 
inasmuch as the necessity of referring to the original decision is ob­
viated by the full and complete statement in the digest of each point 
decided.

!

;

f I
V

It II:
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I have endeavored, however, not to lose sight of the fact that the 
value of a digest depends upon the succinct and accurate statement of 
the exact point decided in each case. As one of the results of this 
purpose there has been compressed into seventy-two pages an amount

* i ii



REPORT OF JUDGE ADVOCATE-GENERAL.

of matter which, if printed in full, would, I believe, cover between 
three hundred and four hundred pages of the same size and style of 
type as that in the digest.

In the preparation of the work I was very materially aided by the 
Commander-in-Chief and Quartermaster General Loebenstcin. From 
the first the Commander-in-Chief manifested the greatest interest in the 
work, and the proof sheets were sent him and. the Quartermaster-Gen­
eral as fast as received from the printer. These lie critically examined 
and carefully revised, his rare legal training and experience as compiler 
of the early laws of Massachusetts making his assistance invaluable. 
The suggestions of the Quartermaster-General were always timely and 
I considered myself fortunate in having the aid of an officer of such 
ability and experience in the affairs of the Commandery-in-Chief.

At the suggestion of the Commander-iu-Chief, Decisions I. to 
IX. and Opinions I. to VII. of the present Commander-in-Chief and 
Judge Advocate-General were included in the digest as an appendix.

The book was printed under my direct supervision, and such a 
number of copies as were needed for the immediate use of the Order, 

• were turned over in bulk to the Quartermaster-General, who in turn 
supplied the Divisions on requisition. That the work is proving of 
value to the Order I have abundant evidence, and that it will bear the 
test of time and constant use I have no reason to doubt.

V 3

OFFICIAL OI’IXIOXS.

The Commander-in-Chief has required of me twenty-four opinions 
upon various subjects, all of which have been submitted to and ap­
proved by him and are herewith subjoined. Each opinion has been 
prepared with a syllabus and digest of its conteuts, which I believe 
will meet with such favor with the Order that opinions hereafter drawn 
will conform to the practice established this present term.

'
COURTS-MARTIAL.

But three cases of courts-martial have been passed upon since my 
appointment, and of this number one was approved and two disap­
proved. The many errors and irregularities in the records of courts- 
martial are due to the carelessness of Judge Advocates in preparing 
them and could readily be avoided by a little care.

"While technicalities should never be permitted to interfere with 
the speedy conviction and punishment of offenders against our laws, 
there are certain rules that must be observed in order to insure the im­
partial administration of justice. A departure from any one of them 
is fatal to any case. In at least two respects thp faulty condition of 
the blanks used in courts-martial is responsible for errors, and the first 
of these that comes to my attention is the blank order convening the 
court and appointing its members. In this, blank spaces for the de­
tailing of eight brothers arc provided, when but five arc authorized by 
the General Rules and Regulations, and the appointing of a larger 
number is fatal to the case.

One other serious defect in the blanks for courts-martial is the 
ambiguity in the instructions as to the method of procedure when the
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accused is absent. To this cause may be assigned the very common 
and inconsistent error of reporting the accused absent and also that he 
was arraigned and pleaded not guilty. I am of the opinion that the 
blanks for courts-martial should be subjected to a thorough revision 
that the irregularities and inconsistencies in the record due to faulty 
construction may be eliminated.

I have been called upon in several instances to render informal 
opinious to the Commandcr-in-Chief, and have done so in each case. 
Questions have also come to me through irregular, channels, and in 
every instance I have replied, giving instructions as to the proper 
course to pursue, or to save delay and for the general good of the 
Order, an informal opinion has been forwarded.

04

E 1

i' 1
lii i j J!il

EE 1H OFFICIAL VISITATIONS.
It has been my pleasant duty, as a member of the staff of the 

Commander-in-Chief, to be present at the reception tendered him by 
Shepley Camp No. 4, of Portland, Me., and to also be in attendance 
upon him during his oflicial visits to the Encampments of the Massachu­
setts Division and of the Ladies’ Aid Societies, at Boston, February 
*22. Together with Adjutant-General Bolton, I attended the annual 
Encampment of the Maine Division at Pittsfield, June 8 and 9, the 
Commander-in-Chief being absent at the time with his regiment in the 
lield, rendering honorable service to his country in the conflict with 
Spain.

:! i 1
i!

1 i I
II
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■

ELIGIBILITY CLAUSE.

I believe it to be proper to call attention to the importance of so 
framing the terms of the eligibility clause, as to remove all doubt that 
it embraces every person whose father is eligible to membership in the 
Grand Army of the Republic. There should also be such a clear and 
explicit limitation of the term, “ The Civil War of 18G1-1SG5,” that it 
would be possible to give it but one construction. As it now reads, 
legal minds can widely differ in regard to just the exact point of time 
embraced in the term.

DUES OF VOLUNTEERS.
Legislation should also be passed authorizing Camps to remit the 

dues of members serving in the army and navy of the United States in 
time of war, and relieving Camps from per capita tax upon members 
whose dues are thus remitted.

CONCLUSION.
In concluding this report I must express my thanks to (he Com­

mander-in-Chief for his courtesy and consideration at all times, and for 
the very pleasant relations we have sustained as Commander and sub­
ordinate. To Adjutant-General Boltou and Quartermaster-General 
Loebeusteiu I am under obligations for many favors, and 1 beg that 
they will accept these assurances of my highest regard.

Fraternally submitted,
EDWARD lv. GOULD,

Judge Ad vacate- O en eral.
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Opinion I.— (Decision I., Conimancler-in-Chief).
Charter : Minimum number of members in good standing necessary to

Quorum : When the return of a Camp shows a less number than a, in 
good standing, the Division Commander should demand the surrender of its 
charter.

; hold.
;

Commander Charles L. Pierce of the Division of California asks relative 
to the number of members in good standing necessary to hold the charter of a 
Camp.

If a Camp has a sufficient number of members in good standing to make 
a quorum, and complies fully with the law in regard to making returns and 
paying per capita tax to the Division, its charter cannot be taken from it. 
But should the returns of a Camp show less than a quorum of members in good 
standing, then I conceive it to be the duty of the Division Commander to 
demand the surrender of its charter, and all books, papers and property in its 
possession belonging to the Order.

EDWARD K. GOULD, 
Judge Advocate-General.Rockland, Me., Sept. 23, 1897.

Opinion II.—(Decision II., Commander-in-Chief.)
Courts-Martial—Past Captain — Original jurisdiction not in Com­

mander-in-chief to convene court for trial of.
Past Officers— Past Commandcrs-in-Chief and Past Grand Division 

Commanders arc the only, over which the Commander-in-Chief has original 
courts-martial jurisdiction.

Indecent and Unbecoming Words, although not'actionable in them­
selves, when addressed to a veteran of the late war, make the user subject to 
courts-martial.

Sentence—One year’s suspension from membership not excessive, for 
using indecent and unbecoming words to a veteran.

Veterans — Rule of conduct that should govern members iu their rela­
tions to.

In the matter of the courts-martial of Past Captain Charles F. Perkins of 
Camp No. S, Division of Massachusetts.

This case comes up on appeal by the accused from* the decision of the 
Commander of the Massachusetts Division, modifying the sentence of the court 
from two years’ suspension from membership to one year.

The record of the proceedings and accompanying papers are respectfully 
returned with the following memorandum: —

The chief contention of the accused is that a courts-martial for the trial of 
a Past Captain can only be ordered by the Commander-in-Chief. Chapter V., 
Article VI , Section 3 of the Rules and Regulations, reads in part: “Courts- 
martial may be ordered by the Captains of Camps, Commanders of Divisions, 
or by the Commander-in-Chief, for the trial of alleged offenders in their respec­
tive jurisdictions. The Commander-in-Chief shall, whenever charges are 
preferred against any past officer, order a Court of Inquiry or courts-martial, 
as may be deemed advisable,” etc. When the various parts of this section arc 
considered together, it is evident that the Commander-in-Chief has control for 
courts-martial purposes over such officers, and past officers only, as are within his 
jurisdiction. This would embrace the Past Commnnders-in-Chicf and the Past 
Grand Division Commanders. A fair and liberal construction of this section 
cannot give him original courts-martial jurisdiction over the seveu thousand or 
more Past Captaiijs. scattered as they arc over wide territory. To do this would 
be to cause grave injustice in many cases. It needs but a cursory comparison 
of this section as it now exists, and as it existed prior to its complete revision 
by the Commandcry-in-Chief, to note the intent to curtail and limit the courts- 
martial jurisdiction of the Commander-in-Chief. and to enlarge that of the 
Camp Captain and the Division Commander.

The language which the testimony shows the appellant used toward a 
Grand Army comrade is grossly indecent, and unbecoming a member of our
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Order, -whose conduct toward the veterans of the late -war should at all tim 
be deferential and respectful. The words themselves would not be actionable 
in a court of law, nor does it appear in evidence that they were used In a public 
manner, or that any injury to the party addressed followed their use. But thi • 
case is peculiar, and the ordinary rules governing such matters cannot be applied 
to it. A soldier in the service addressing such language to an olliccr under the 
same circumstances would be summarily punished. The respect and deference 
paid by a private to an olliccr in the service, should be the rule of conduct 
governing members of our Order in their relations to the veterans of the Union. 
A member of our Order, when he takes upon himself the obligations of this 
organization, engages to assume toward old soldiers an attitude of reverence 
such as men whose memory it is our sworn duty to keep green, are entitled to 
have shown them. Any marked deviation from‘this rule is such an-in fraction 
of discipline as to call for punishment, and the case in issue is a flagrant vio­
lation of this rule. The sentence of the court, as modi lied by the Division 
Commander, is not excessive when compared with the nature of the offence. 1 
am constrained, therefore, to recommend that the appeal be dismissed, that the 
record and proceedings of the court be declared regular; that the findings of 
court be approved, and that the decision of the Division Commander iu modi­
fying the sentence of the court to suspension from membership for one year 
be affirmed.

Rockland, Me., Sept. 25, IS07.

:

:
i

■

)
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:

EDWARD K GOULD, 
Judge Adcocatc-Gvneral.

Opinion III.— (Decision III., Connnander-in-Chief.)
Dispensation — A Division Commander has no power to grant, to one 

Camp for the muster of a recruit of another Camp.
Transfer—A candidate who has only received the degrees of Friend­

ship and Charity not entitled to a.
Jurisdiction — A Camp can surrender, over a recruit who has only re­

ceived the degrees of Friendship and Charity, changes his residence and desires 
to take the degree of Loyalty in another Camp.

!
ii

i

!,

Capt. R. B. Howard of Camp 37, Division of Massachusetts, asks through 
the Commander of that Division for information on the following subject: 
One Lewis Cross paid the muster fees and received the first and second degrees 
in Camp 37 and then moved to Boston; now he wishes to know if he can take 
his third degree there, and then get a transfer from this Camp and join there. 
I fail to find any information in the C. It. & R., and thought perhaps we 
might get a dispensation to have the third degree conferred there.

The C. R. & R is silent upon the question raised here, nor arc there 
precedents to guide in forming an opinion. It would seem to be the intent of 
the law to place a candidate who has been accepted absolutely and solely within 
the jurisdiction of the Camp that accepted him, and that Camp alone would 
have the right to confer all the degrees upon him. But a Camp may surrender 
its jurisdiction over a candidate if it so elects, even after it has conferred two 
degrees upon him. The case under consideration cannot be reached by dis­
pensation from the Division Commander, who has no power to grant one in 
such cases, nor can it be facilitated by the issue of a transfer card by the Cap­
tain of Camp 37, as transfer cards can only be granted to members of the 
Order, aud it is already a matter of decision that a recruit is not a »• member” 
until he has received three degrees, or, under the recently amended article 
governing this matter (Chapter V.. Article XX.), as changed by the Indian­
apolis Encampment, until he receives the obligation of membership, etc., in 
the decree of Loyalty. The only course for Lewis Cross to pursue, if he can­
not take the degree of Loyalty in Camp 37, and then receive bis transfer card, 
is to make application for membership to a Boston Camp, accompanied bv the 
written statement that he has on a certain date or dates taken in due form the 
degrees of Friendship and Charity in Camp 3/, Massachusetts Division, but has 
not yet received the degree of Loyalty. I he C amp to >\ Inch he makes applica­
tion should by vote ask Camp 37, to waive jurisdiction, and on receiving tho lion snoutt y ,Iiay on formal ballot surrender its jurisdiction over this
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didatc and certify its action under the hands of its Captain and First Sergeant 
and the seal of the Camp, to the Camp preferring the request. Then the 
candidate should be balloted upon, and if elected, -may become a member of 
the Order by receiving the degree of Loyalty in the Camp to which his last 
application was made. It is enjoined upon Camp 37, and the Camp in which 
Lewis Cross receives the Loyaltv degree, to extend at large upon their minutes 
all documents interchanged with reference to this matter, together! with the 
action taken thereupon, in order that the record may be as complete as possible.

EDWARD K. GOULD,
./ndtje Advocate-General.Rockland. Me., Oct 23, 1897.

Opinion IV. — (Decision IV., Commander-in-Chief.)
Courts-Martial— A brother serving a sentence of suspension cannot be 

tried on another charge during the period of suspension.
There is in Camp No. S, Division of Massachusetts, a case as follows: 

A brother who is under sentence of suspension, which will expire in June, 
1S98, has some property of the Camp which it is essential for the Camp to have, 
and immediately. lie refuses to give the property to the Camp and we would 
like to know if the brother can be tried for this later otlenec while under 
sentence of former.

I answer no. See Opinion LXXVIL, Blue Book, page 74. If all friendly 
measures have been exhausted in the endeavor to recover the property, perhaps 
legal proceedings could be resorted to in order to obtain possession.

EDWARD Iv. GOULD,
Judge Advocate-General.Rockland, Me., Nov. 2, 1897.

Opinion V.— (Decision VII., Commander-in-Chief.)
Suspkndki) Mkmiikr— When he becomes so by operation of law. 
Dropped Mkmrkr— When he becomes so by operation of law. 
Suspension — Vote of Camp not necessary for.
In the matter of the appeal of Camp No. 47, Division of Missouri, from 

the decision of the Division Commander, holding that members are illegally 
suspended when no vote of the Camp is taken thereupon, and that brothers 
must be suspended before they can be dropped, I would say:

That it is my opinion that the decision of the Division Commander should 
be reversed. Decisions IX. and XXVI. of Commander-in-Chief Russell, upon 
which his action is based, passes upon legislation that was repealed at the 
Louisville Encampment, consequently they cannot now be accepted as pre­
cedents upon the subject of suspension of members. Under Article IV., Sec­
tion 3, page J3, C , R & R., as it now reads, a brother six months in arrears in 
the payment of his dues is a suspended member, and a brother one year in 
arrears in the payment of said dues is “ dropped.” The fact that a brother 
may not have been reported suspended or dropped in the quarterly reports, and 
his name docs not appear as “ suspended " or “dropped” upon the Camp 
records does not alter the ease whatever. The law governing this matter is 
mandatory. It is not in the power of Camps or their ofllcers to control the 
suspension or dropping of members. If a brother is six months in arrears 
in the payment of his"dues he is suspended. If one year in arrears he is 
dropped. The very fact of his arrearage for these spccitlcd periods constitutes 
suspension and deposition from membership within the meaning of the law, 
and the neglect of Camp otlleers to report him suspended or dropped, and to 
make the entry upon the records of the Camp, does not atl'ect the case. Iu the 
matter under consideration seven brothers were reported suspended. No vote 
of the Camp was necessary to suspend them. Six members were reported 
dropped although some of them had not been previously reported as suspended. 
They were legally dropped notwithstanding this neglect of duty on the part of 
the Camp officers. Therefore, I am of the opinion that the appeal should be 
sustained.

EDWARD K. GOULD,
Judge --Id vocalc- G e n e ra l.Rockland, Me., Nov. 20, 1897.

n
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Opinion VI. — (Decision VIII., Coiiminnder-m-Chief.)
Transfer—Issued to a Division officer does not vacate the office 

certain circumstmces.
A member of a disbanded Camp receives a transfer card, as provided for 

in Section 4, Article III., C., R. & R. lie at once becomes a charter member of 
a new Camp. When his former Camp disbanded he held the position of, sav, 
Junior Vice-Commander. Can he, during the interim between the disbandment 
of the old and formation of the new, retain his position as Junior Vice-Com­
mander, continuing as such until the end of the term?

Under the above statement of facts, where the Camp to which a Division 
ofiiccr belongs disbands, and he, being in good standing, is granted a transfer 
card and uses due diligence to keep in good standing in the Order by forthwith 
depositing it in another Camp, or by becoming a charter member of a 
Camp. I am of opinion that the Division office held by him is not vacated.

EDWARD K GOULD. 
Judge. Advocate- Gen eral.

under

ne \v

Rockland, Me., Nov. 25, 1897.

Opinion VII. — (Decision IX., Commander-iu-Chief.)
Past Captain — A sitting Captain must serve to the end of his term to 

attain past rank.
Commander W. P. Fcder of the Kansas Division, submits the case of 

0. M. Lippert, who was elected Captain of Smith Semple Camp of that Division 
in December, 189G, and served until the early part of the following December 
when his Camp surrendered its charter. He received a transfer, which ac­
knowledges him as sitting Captain, and deposited it in Camp 223, of the same 
Division. Is he entitled to honors as Past Captain ?

I am constrained to answer in the negative. To attain the rank of Past 
Captain and to earn the right to the Iron Cross, a sitting Captain must have 
served a full term, or having been elected to (111 a vacancy, shall have served to 
the end of the term. Captain Lippcrt’s term did not expire until the first stated 
meeting of his Camp in January, and the surrender of its charter in December 
prevented him from completing a full term in the chair. The inequality of the 
law relating to past rank is made painfully manifest in this case, but the power 
to remedy it does not lie in the Commander-In-Chief, llis duty, and that- of his 
legal adviser, ends when the law as it exists is interpreted according to its 
terms.

EDWARD lv. GOULD,
•fudge Advocate-General.Rockland, Me., Jan. 5, 1898.

Opinion VIII.—(Decision X., Commander-in-Chief.)
Courts-Martial—When composed of seven members, proceedings fatally

defective.
Adjournment — Without notice to the accused irregular. 
Detail—Cannot be changed without notice to the accused.
In the matter of the courts-martial of Brother Adolph Derusha of Camp 

No. 25, Division of Wisconsin.
The proceedings arc respectfully returned with the following memo­

randum : —
1. The courts-martial in this case consisted of seven members, two of 

whom were added after the regular detail had been made and without notice to 
the accused. A courts-martial should consist of just five members, and a 
change in the detail before trial cannot be made without notice to the accused.

*2. It appears that the Court “ adjourned from time to time to January li, 
1898,” but notice of the adjournment was not given the accused and proof there­
of incorporated in the record. „

I am therefore of the opinion that the proceedings are fatally defective 
and that the findings and sentence cannot be approved.

Rockland, Me., Feb. 5,1898.
EDWARD K. GOULD, 

Judge Advocate-General.
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Opinion IX.—(Decision XII., Commancler-iu-Chief.)
Infamous Ciumk — Defined.
Burglary— An “infamous crime.”
My opinion is requested on the following question : Is the crime of burg­

lary committed by a youth of the age of fifteen years, for which lie was sen­
tenced and committed to the State Reform School, under a law that offenders 
under the age of sixteen years be committed to such Reform School instead of 
State Prison, an infamous crime within the meaning of Section !, Article V., 
of C\, R. & K. of the S. of V.?

A crime punishable by imprisonment in the State Prison or penitentiary, 
whether the accused is or is not sentenced to hard labor, is an infamous crime; 
and in determining this, the question is whether the crime is one for which the 
statute authorizes the courts to award an infamous punishment, and not 
whether the punishment actually imposed is an infamous one. Burglary is an 
infamous crime, and persons of whatever age convicted of it arc not eligible 
to membership in our Order.

EDWARD K. GOULD, 
Judge Ad vocate- Ge nor a I.Rockland, Me., Feb. IS, 1S9S.

Opinion X.—(Decision XIII., Commander-in-Chief.)
Transfer— Member of a disbanded Camp entitled to, if in good stand­

ing, even if he has entered another Camp as a new member.
L. Lewy belonged to Logan Camp of the Xew Jersey Division and at. the 

time of its suspension was a member in good standing, and when that Camp 
surrendered its charter and the majority of its members organized McClellan 
Camp No. r>0, there were no transfer cards issued by the Division Commander, 
lie has since applied to me for such transfer and claims that he should have 
been granted one by the Division Commander at the time of the surrender of 
the charter of Logan Camp. Meanwhile he has joined Wocmer Camp No. 1, as 
a new member, but says if transfer is granted he will resign and join on such 
transfer. lie makes this application so as to retain his rank of Past Captain. 
Will you kindly give me a decision as to the legality of my issuing this transfer ?

If this man was in good standing at the time of the dissolution of Logan 
Camp, he was clearly entitled to a transfer card, and one may issue to him 
now, which if deposited in Camp No. 1, will entitle him to past honors.

EDWARD K. GOULD,
Judge Advocate-General.Rockland, Me., Feb. 18. 1S9S.

Opinion XI. — (Decision XIV., Commander-in-Chief.)
Bond — A joint bond, or a bond from each member of the Camp Council, 

may be required in the discretion of the Camp.
“Jointly and Severally”—Meaning of, as employed in Chapter .V., 

Article VII., Section 2. C. K. & R.
“ And” and “ On”—Are convertible as the sense of a law may require.
My opinion is required on the following question submitted by Com­

mander L. C. Couch of the Massachusetts Division:
Referring to Section 2, Article?, Chapter 5 of theC , It. & R., I would re­

quest you to explain the following to me, namely : “ members of the Camp Coun­
cil holding the funds of their Camp shall be required jointly and severally to 
give bond.” Does this mean that each member of the Camp Council shall give 
a bond, or tliat'tlie three members jointly shall give one bond, or, that they shall 
give a joint bond and also an individual one ?

The meaning of this section is obscure and it is difficult to determine the 
framer’s intent. " 1 am inclined to the opinion, however, that the well settled 
rule in the construction of statutes that the words “and” and “or” are con­
vertible as the sense of a statute may require, should be applied to this case, so 
that “jointly and severally” shall read “jointly or severally.” Then a Camp
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could, if it desired, require all the members to join in one bond, or it could ro 
quire each member of the Council to give a bond, as in its discretion 
the best interests of the organization.

Rockland, Me., March 28, 1898.

$ seems for

EDWARD K. GOULD. 
Judge Advocate-General.

:
! '

Opinion XII. — (Decision XV., Commander-in-Chief.) 
Memhersiiip — When father enlists under assumed name, son eligible how.

Commander J. M. Diven of the New York Division asks whether a man, 
whose father enlisted and was lost sight of, or presumably deserted, but after­
wards re-enlisted and was honorably discharged under an assumed name, 
eligible to membership?

Yes; the applicant should sign his own name, give his father’s correct 
name, and also his alias, with an explanation, and satisfactory evidence that the 
applicant is the son of the soldier referred to. See Decision XV., Commander- 
in-Chief Russell, page 40, Digest.

• H
i was

$!;!
EDWARD Iv. GOULD,

•/ udge Ad vacate- General.Rockland, Me., April 7, 1898.

Opinion XIII. — (Decision XVI., Conuuancler-in-Chief.)
Place and Time ok Meeting — How the Division Encampment may 

legally lix same.
Division Council—Can tlx time and place of meeting only when no pro­

vision has been made for same.

il
.

Division Commander — May by vote be authorized to (lx place or time of
; meeting.

My opinion is asked on the following matter submitted by Commander 
William W. Lapoint of the Vermont~Di vision.

At the last Division Encampment of the Vermont Division, Sons of Vet­
erans, held at Lyndonville in 1897, the question of plaec and date for the next 
Division Encampment was disposed of as follows: A motion was made that 
the place for the next Encampment be left to the next Division Commander, 
Senior Vice and Junior Viee Division Commanders. A brother raised the 
question as to the legality of such action when the C., R. & R. provided that 
in case the Encampment failed to act, the Division Council shall select place 
and date. The motion was not carried, although the “ minutes " say it was. 
If the motion had been passed, would the three olllcers named in it* hall any 
power to select place or dates for the next Encampment? Is it not a matter 
that rests with the Division Council? Is it a subject that can be taken from 
the hands of one set of olllcers and given to another without a repeal of the 
Constitution? Would the placing of the matter in the hands of the Commander, 
Senior Vice-Commander and Junior Vice-Commander be such action by the 
Encampment as takes away the C-. R. & R. provision that the Division Council 
shall select the place? Whether that motion was passed or not, would it give 
any other officer or olllcers of the Division power to take the place oMhc 
Division Council as provided in C.,Ii & R. ? Please give me an immediate ruling 
on this point. Under the circumstances would there be any way for this Divi­
sion to hold its annual Encampment this year, save by vote of the elective 
members of the Division Council?

This matter Involves the construction of Section 2, Article III., pa«rC *>4, 
C.,R. & R (Edition of 1894) which is as follows : " Section 2. At the said meetiii" 
provision may be made for the stated yearly meeting of the succeeding year! 
and a day (between the above named dates), place and hour designated. . “ * 
case of failure of the Encampment to make such provision, the Division Council 
is authorized to act.” The practice has become universal in our Order for 
Division Encampments to authorize the Division Commander to lix* the time of 
meeting of the succeeding Division Encampment, and to designate the place 
While it might not be considered wise always to vest this power in the first throe
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Division officers, yet I can see no legal objection to its being done. Clearly 
the Division Encampment lias under this section the power to make such pro­
vision for its annual meeting as in its wisdom the best interests of the Order 
demand. It may fix the place, day and hour by vote, or it may authorize the 
Division Commander to do so. It can. by vote, designate the place of meeting 
and leave with the Division Commander the naming of the day and hour. Only 
in case of failure of the Encampment to designate place, day or hour, or to 
direct the Division Commander to do so, is the Division Council author­
ized to act

A copy of the printed proceedings of the Lyndonville Encampment has 
not been submitted to me. and I am unable to judge whether or not they have 
been approved. and become the legal record of that meeting. As there seems 
to be a question about t he vote authorizing the fixing of the time and place of 
meeting, as it appears of record, I suggest that the first three officers decide 
upon time and place, and submit their decision to the Division Council for 
ratification.

EDWARD Iv. GOULD, 
Judge Advocate- General.Rockland. Me.. April 7, 1898.

Opinion XIV. —(Decision XVII., Commander-in-Chief.)
Mkmbkrs Si:st»KNi>ni) — By courts-martial liable for dues during period of 

suspension.
My opinion is asked on the following: —
The question has arisen as to whether a brother suspended by courts- 

martial is liable for his dues during the time he is so suspended. Will you 
kindly, at vour carlv convenience, give me your opinion on the question?

Sect, ii, Article III., page 52, C., li. £ R. (Edition of 1S94), reads: 
Each Camp shall cause to be paid into the Camp fund by each and 

every member, such sums as dues as the Camp shall determine upon.” A brother 
serving a sentence of suspension does not cease to be a member of the Order, 
but is merely precluded from participating in the allairs of the Order. Under 
the above section he is liable for dues during the entire period of his suspension.

EDWARD K. GOULD,

•* Sect. 2.

Rockland, Me., April 1«», 1898. Judge Advocate-General.

Opinion XV'.—(Decision XVIII., Commander-in-Chief.) 
Commission* — A Camp officer not legally such if not commissioned.
Is the Captain of a Camp really in command If he has not received his 

commission, and would he be entitled to the honors of a Past Captain under the 
same circumstances? Mv reason for asking is,that this Division has amended 
its by-laws so as to fix a charge of twenty-five cents for each commission 
issued; the result is that not more than half of the Camp officers will pay the 
fee, but serve without any commission.

A Division Commander for legal cause may withhold the commission of a 
Camp officer, but if by negligence upon the part of a Division Comnfander a 
commission is not issued to a Camp officer, such officer would have his remedy 
and would not sult'cr by the laches of his superior. It has already been decided 
that a Division Encampment has the power to establish a fee for the commission 
of a Camp officer (see Digest., page 28), and that a Division Commander has 
power to withhold the. commission until such fee is paid. I am of the opinion, 
however, that a Camp officer cannot legally be such without a commission. 
That is his authority for acting. It is notice to him and to the Order that lie 
has been legally elected, duly installed and that all regulations and laws relating 
to his election and induction into office, have been complied with. If the Cap­
tain-elect of a Camp refuses or neglects to pay the fee for his commission, 
established bv the Division Encampment, the Division Commander, after notice 
to the delinquent, should decline to recognize him as Camp Captain, and if he 
still refuses or neglects to pay, he becomes a subject for discipline

EDWARD Iv. GOULD. 
Judge Advocate-General.

■

Rockland, Me., April 1G, 1898.
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Opinion XVI.—(Decision XIX., Conimancler-iu-Chief.)
Dropped Members — Cannot be honorably discharged when.
My opinion is asked on the following matter submitted by Commander 

Couch of the Massachusetts Division.
A brother was dropped from the rolls of a Camp for non-payment of dues 

but subsequently paid all arrearages in full, together with the muster fee, and’ 
wished to be again mustered in. He now finds that he is about to leave the city 
and is unable to be at any of the meetings of the Camp to be mustered, therefore 
he desires an honorable discharge, as lie has paid all money due the Camp. Can 
the Camp Capiain legally grant him one without his being remustered?

I must answer this question in the negative. 1 have no knowledge of any 
law of our Order that would authorize the issue of an honorable discharge by a 
Captain of a Camp to a brother who has been dropped, under the facts as 
stated above.

EDWARD K. GOULD,
./ml<jo Advocate-General.

Opinion XVII.—(Decision XX., Coinmander-iu-Chief.) 
Volunteers — Per Capita Tax— Dues — Cannot be remitted.

Rockland, Me , May 20, 1898.

Division Commander Dillon of Missouri submits, and you refer, for an 
opinion, a resolve adopted by the Encampment of that Division exempting 
from per capita tax and recommending that Camps remit the dues of all mem­
bers in good standing, now in the army or navy of the United States. I regret 
to be compelled to give an opinion declaring this resolution unconstitutional, 
but such it undoubtedly is. Chapter V., Articlc'JV., Section 3, C.. R. & II., pre­
scribes the only conditions uuder which a Camp is authorized to remit the 
dues of any of its members. (See Opinion V. of .Judge Advocate-General 
Russell, page 10, S. V. Digest.) Nor is power given Divisions to remit per 
capita tax (see Decision XXV., Commander-in-Chief Maccabe, page 59, S. V 
Digest). To honor our brave soldier members in the manner sought by this 
resolve, recourse must be had to the supreme legislative body of the Order.

EDWARD K GOULD,
Ju dgc A d cor ate- G cncral.Rockland, Me., July 5, 1898.

Opinion XVIII. — (Decision XXI., Commander-in-Chief.)
Captain — Cannot remove permanently Camp records and property from 

chartered location of Camp.
Leave of Absence — Should be granted to Camp ofllccrs now in the 

army or navy by the Division Commander without formal application.
Suspended Members — How reinstated when all the Camp otllccrs arc 

absent from the jurisdiction.
My opinion is asked on the following questions: —
Has the Captain the right to take the charter and other records and Camp 

property'out of the State ?
No.
Are the olllcers and members of a Camp composed of soldiers of the reg­

ular army now in Cuba, engaged in the war with Spain, absent without leave?
The Division Commander should grant a leave of absence to all olllcers 

absent under such circumstances, and local Camps should extend the same fa­
vor to members serving in the army or navy.

How can we get the records of a Camp composed of soldiers of the regu­
lar army, now at the front, with the Camp records in their possession, pro­
vided we are entitled to them ? , , ,

The records should not be removed from the chartered location of the 
Camp. The Division Commander should demand the return of the records.
designating some brother to receive them.

Is there any method by which the suspended members of this Camp, UOiv 
residing in the city which is the chartered location ol the Camp, can be rein­
stated ?
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IIt appears by the statement accompanying these questions that the Camp 
referred to Mas composed, with but a single exception, of soldiers of the reg­
ular army, and that but ouc member in good standing remains at the chartered 
location. Several suspended members desire to join him in keeping up the 
Camp. Under such circumstances the Division Commander can authorize this 
member to receive and receipt for the dues of the suspended members until a 
quorum is in good standing; then a meeting can be held, pro tern., appointments 
to the various ofliees made, and the active work of the Camp resumed. The 
person designated as Acting Captain can continue as such until the return of 
the Captain, or the expiration of the term, exercising all the powers and per­
forming all the duties of a Camp Commander, as defined in the C., R. & R.

EDWARD K. GOULD, 
Judge Advocate-General.

!

•:

Rockland, Me., July 5, 1898.

Opinion XIX.— (Decision XXII., Commauder-in-Chicf.) 
Obligation ok Mkmbkrsiiip— Is the obligation in the degree of Loyalty.
My opinion is requested on the following questions: —
Mow many of the obligations in the present Ritual must be administered 

to a recruit to legally muster him in accordance with the amendments to 
Chapter V., Article XX., Section 2, C., R & R., adopted by the 16th Encamp­
ment of the Conunandcry-in-Chief ?

As amended the section referred to reads as follows: “Sections. The 
full use of the ritualistic ceremonies in the muster of recruits is optional with 
Camps; but the obligation of membership, the closing instruction by the 
captain in the degree of Loyalty, in presenting the insignia of the Order, and 
the demonstration of the secret work shall never he omitted.” Under this 
section I would hold that but one obligation need be taken by a recruit to 
legally muster him, and that one is the obligation of membership — or to be 
more definite, the obligation in the degree of Loyalty.

EDWARD K. GOULD,
Judge Advocate-General.

:
■

Rockland, Me., July 5, 181)8.
1

Opinion XX.— (Decision XXIII., Commander-in-Chief.)
Past Captain — takes precedence in Camp lie joins by transfer from date 

of his admission. i
My opinion is asked on the following question: A Past Captain 'whose 

commission is dated in 181)1 deposits his transfer in a Camp chartered in 1895. 
Does he rank as a Past Captain in the latter Camp from the date lie attained to 
past honors, or from the date of his admission into said Camp by transfer?

I am of the opinion that lie takes precedence in said Camp as a Past 
Captain from the date of his admission on transfer. This would be the date of 
his membership in the latter Camp, and it seems equitable that lie take pre­
cedence as a Past Captain from the time he becomes a member of it, rather 
than from the time he acquired past honors in another Camp.

EDWARD K. GOULD, 
Judge Advocate- Ge n eral.

■

Rockland, Me., July 12, 1S98.

Opinion XXI.— (Decision XXIV., Commander-in-Chief.) 
Division Encampment —Printed Proceedings substituted for written

record.
Commander J. W. S. Dillon of the Missouri Division requests and you 

ask an opinion on the following resolution adopted by the recent Encampment 
of the Missouri Division : That a printed copy of the Division proceedings be 
kept on file at Division Headquarters, same to be bound every four years into a 
volume, instead of recopying same in the record book.

I am of the opinion that a Division Encampment lias the' power to pass 
such a resolution as the above, but hope the practice thus established in this
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Division will not become universal. Each printed copy of the proceeding 
of the Division Encampments so retained for filing and binding, should bear 
the written certificate of the Adjutant, or other officer preparing them for 
publication, under the seal of the Division, that it is a true and correct record

EDWARD K. GOULD 
Judge Advocate-Central.

104i
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Rockland, Me., July 23, 1898.

Opinion XXII. — (Decision XXV., Commander-in-Chief.)
“ Personal Staff.” — Division Chaplain and Surgeon arc on the personal 

staff of Division Commander.
Insignia of Rank. — Division Surgeon and Chaplain wear the insignia 

designated for the personal staff of the Division Commander.
My opinion is asked on the following question : —
Article XIV., Section 1, Page 09, General Rules and Regulations pre­

scribes that the insignia of rank for members of the Personal Staff of Di­
vision Commander is a miniature rank strap with one bar; am I to understand 
that is the insignia intended for the Division Surgeon and Chaplain ?

As the Division Surgeon and Chaplain are members of the personal stall 
of the Division Commander, and as no special provision is made for their in­
signia in the General Rules and Regulations, I am of the opinion that they 
would be entitled to wear the insignia provided for the personal staff of the 

• Division Commander, i.e., the miniature rank strap with one bar.
EDWARD K. GOULD, 

Jiidye A dvacate-General.

::
ii

;
i ■

••
Rockland. Me., Aug. 15, 1898.M

!:
Opinion XXIII. — (Decision XXVI., Commander-in-Chief.)
Past Captain — Rejoining his old Camp from another on transfer, takes 

precedence as a Past Captain from the date of his acceptance on transfer.
:! I

I I am required to give an opinion on the following: —
A Past Captain whose commission is dated 1894, transferred from the 

Camp of which he was formerly Captain and deposited his transfer in a Camp 
in the Oregon Divisiou. Now in 1898 he returns to his former Camp in this Di­
vision. Does he take precedence in same Camp as if he had continued his mem­
bership there, and rank as a Past Captain from the date he attained his past 
honors ?

;
: m.

i The question of precedence of a Past Captain in the Camp lie joins on 
transfer is passed upon in Opinion XX. of Judge Advocate-General Gould. 
This case differs from the one stated in that opinion in that the Past Captain 
after taking out a transfer from the Camp in which he acquired his past 
houors, and depositing it in another, of which he continued a member for 
some years, again lakes out a transfer and rejoins his old Camp. I am Inclined 
to the* opinion that the principle laid down in Opinion XX holds good in this 

A Past Captain who takes out a transfer and becomes a member of 
another Camp loses the right to take precedence as a Past Captain from the 
date he attained his past honors, even though lie may rejoin on transfer from 
another Camp the Camp in which he acquired the rank of Past Captain. I can 
conceive of but one exception to this rule, and that cannot be brought into this 

under the above statement of facts.

i
’

t ■
ill-

= ( case.

case EDWARD K. GOULD,
•/itdge Advocate-Geii^gl.Rockland, Me., Aug. 15, 1898.

Opinion XXIV.— (Decision XXVII., Commander-in-Chief.)
courts-martial-notice

a*
1898, summoning accused to appear
is irr®?“1^,rpnsIIIp 0K Court—Should consist of five; no more, no less.

If absent from trial, accused must haveADJOURNMENT —
adjournment.

notice of

i ini
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Record or Court — Is irregular that states that accused was absent, yet 
lie was arraigned and pleaded not guilty.

Burglary —Courts-martial has no jurisdiction to try a person for crime 
of burglary. It can pass on the fact that he has been convicted and sentenced 
for that crime by a court of competent jurisdiction.

Specification — To make out a prima facie case of burglary the specifica­
tion should set out the court record of his trial and conviction.

Documents — In the record of a court must'be marked as exhibits.
Public Records—How proved before courts-martial.
Courts - Martial proceedings in the case of William E. Tector of William 

Meade Camp, No. IG, Division of Ohio, are herewith returned.

J

The following irregularities appear upon the face thereof : —
1. The copy of the notice to the accused in the record is dated March 21, 

1808, and cites the accused to appear before a courts-martial ordered by the 
“Ohio Division" to be held for his trial the ** 10th day of February” pre­
ceding the date of the summons. This notice was served bv mail March 21, 
1808.

2. The court consists of seven members: The C , R. & R. limits the num­
ber of members to five and no more.

3 The court met April 5, 1808, pursuant to the order convening it. 
Whereupon it adjourned to June 18. 1808, and at that time found the accused 
guilty, and passed sentence upon him although it does not appear by the record 
that notice of the adjournment was sent the accused.

4. The record slates that the accused was not present at the trial, nor 
was he represented by counsel, yet according to the record he was arraigned 
and pleaded “ not guilty ”

5. The charge is: “ The commission of a scandalous crime against the laws 
of the land,” and the specification to the charge sets forth that the said brother 
did break into and enter the dwelling-house of a certain person named therein 
at a certain specified time and place, and with the aid of an accomplice, stole 
certain articles which arc named and the value given. This specification is 
defective in that it sets out facts that constitute a crime over which courts- 
martial of our Order have no jurisdiction, and to assume it would be to usurp 
the functions of the criminal courts. It was evidently intended to make out a 
prima facie case against the accused, but the specification fails to set it forth in 
that it docs not allege that the accused was convicted of the crime of burglary 
by a court of competent jurisdiction, and sentenced to a term of imprisonment 
in the State penitentiary.

0. The only evidence that appears in the record is the statement that 
“The indictment rendered by the grand jury of Hamilton Co., State of Ohio, 
against Bro. Wm A Tec tor was then read.” Among the papers submitted is a 
document purporting to be a copy of an indictment found against one William 
A. Tcetor, bearing as endorsements what purports to be certain docket entries 
in. the case. It is not authenticated by the signature and seal of the clerk 
having the custody of the original, nor by the testimony of any witness who 
may have compared it with the court records. There is also a letter submitted 
purporting to come from the prosecuting attorney of Hamilton County. Ohio, 
which is not identified, and which would not be competent evidence in a case 
like this if it were. There are three ways by which a public record can be 
proved before a courts-martial: First, by the production of the record itself. 
Second, by a copy duly certified by the proper officer. Third, by an examined 
copy sworn or affirmed to by an unofficial witness who made the examination. 
Because lacking in one of these essentials, the so-called indictment would not 
be competent evidence were it properly made a part of the record of the court. 
Furthermore there is no evidence before the court that identifies the accused as 
the person charged with the crime of burglary in this document purporting to 
be an indictment. For these reasons the evidence is not sufficient to make out 
a prima facie case against the accused

7. ' On the specification to the charge the accused is found guilty, but a 
finding is not recorded on the charge. The accused is then sentenced to be 
dishonorably discharged and dismissed from the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A 
Some of the irregularities in this record could perhaps be cured by reconvening

1

!

i

;

i
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tlic court; others cannot be reached in this manner, and arc fatal to the caso 
and I would therefore recommend that the proceedings, findings and senteucc 
be disapproved.

As this court was improperly constituted in that it consisted of 
five members, and all its proceedings being null and void ah initio, the accused 
may now be brought before a proper court for trial As it may be inferred 
from the record that the accused’was guilty of the crime charged against him. 
I recommend that this be done

more than

EDWARD K. GOULD,
Jndf/e Ad vacate- General.

. The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objections the report 
will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports. Next in order 
is the report of the Surgeon-General.

Rockland, Me., Aug. 15, 1S9S.

REPORT OF SURGEON-GENERAL.

Surgeon-General Dan S. Gardner of Ohio, submitted and read 
the following report: —

To Charles Iv. Darling, Commander-in-Chief, and the Officers and 
Members of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the Command - 
ery-in-Chief.
Brothers: For the second time it has been my honor to supervise 

the work of this department and I come to you at its conclusion with 
the same result — a year of earnest labor rewarded by inaction upon 
the part of many Division officials, gross incompetcncy with some, a 
condition bordering upon the discourteous in others, and with some 
again a disregard for the authority of the department and seemingly 
no fear of the penalties of the Commandery-in-Chief.

However, it is a great pleasure to know, as a compensating feature, 
that those Divisions which constitute the numerical bulk of the Order — 
who are the indirect financial strength of this Commaudery — are not 
only well officered but, in addition to being prompt with their returns, 
present reports which are complete in statistical accuracy, and, thereby, 
useful for whatever purpose the Commandery-in-Chief may need them. 

The statistical report is as follows: —
Number of members mustered (including charter members)
Number of members in good standing ....
Number of members mustered since last report
Number in State Militia..................................................
Number in U.S Army..................................................
Number in U.S. Navy..................................................
Number of G A R members..........................................
Total number of drilled men.........................................
Number of members able to bear arms ....
Number of members over 45 years of age
Age "f oldest member (Mass.).................................
Average age of all members ......
Number of widowers..................................................
Number married members.........................................
Number of unmarried members.................................
Number of deaths within one year.................................
Number of cases of sickness during year 
Number of injuries during year . . • •
Total number weeks disability (from sickness)

G 1.082 
25,420 

4,084 
975
139

18
9G2

9,051
23,330

1,070
83

273
376

11,776
13,885

126
1,090 

291 
3,775
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Total number weeks disability (from injury) 
Number Camps paying funeral benefits .
Average amount.................................
Number Camps paying sick benefits
Average amount.................................
Number of Camps engaging in regular drill 
Number members foreign born " .
Number of clergymen ....
Number of physicians ....
Number of dentists.................................
Number of attorneys ....
Number of teachers.................................
Number of students.................................
Number of artists and draughtsmen 
Number of musicians . " .
Number of merchants ....
Number of salesmen.................................
Number of clerks and bookkeepers .
Number of electricians .... 
Number of telegraph operators 
Number of mechanics ....
Number of engineers ....
Number of 11.R conductors
Number of printers.................................
Number of sailors.................................
Number of farmers.................................
Number of miners.................................
Number of skilled laborers
Number of laborers.................................
Miscellaneous.........................................
Number of Camps in Divisions 
Number of Camps reporting .
Number of Divisions .... 
Number Divisions reporting .

806!
102 '

$90.43
204

$3.05
256
147
122
100
60

403
338
767
170
538

1,591
1,338
2.509

206
150

3,487 !402
109
510

69
3,659

132
1,798
3,926
1,665
1.439

895
29

i23

It requires but a superficial analysis of the above to note its inac­
curacies, which is in large part due to the fact that it contains but the 
reports from twenty-three Divisions, out of twenty-nine reported to be 
in good standing. At the time of making this report the following 
Divisions were in arrears to this Department: Colorado, Gulf, Indiana, 
Oregon, West Virginia and Wisconsin. This should not be a source 
for censure upon this department, for the Surgeon-General exerted 
every known means by which to secure reports and it is interesting to 
note that only a small per cent of those who did not promptly send in 
their returns, paid the slightest attention to numerous letters upon the 
subject.

’

■

In this connection I feel it is the intention of the Commandery-in- 
Cliief that the reports to its several departments shall be of statistical 
value. To what purpose is not clear, but the fact still remains that it 
desires them made. To accomplish this wholly it will be necessary that 
we stipulate our wishes and attach to them certain penalties, for I un­
derstand it to be a general precept that laws arc intended for those who 
break them and that a law without a penalty is without force. I might 
add in propriety that a penalty not executed and enforced is to make 
the law ridiculous.

A time limit should be agreed upon when the reports should be in 
the hands of the several departments, and I feel that a common date
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would suffice for all departments as it would lead to less confusion 
among Camp and Division officers.

After such a date the report should be invalidated and the Division 
debarred from the deliberations of this body.

The necessity for having delinquent reports at an earlier time than 
the opening day of the Encampment becomes obvious when we under­
stand that the consolidated reports from the several Commandery de­
partments need to be received by the Adjutant-General at least thirty 
days before the Commandery convenes.

At least thirty days should be allowed the various staff officers in 
which to prepare reports, which should make duly 1 of each year as 
the last day when reports to these departments should be accepted 
from Division officers.

The adoption and enforcement of a measure of this kind would 
have a two-fold effect. The first would be to slop Division Command­
ers or Surgeons who are delinquent with these reports, coming to a 
meeting of the Commandery with it in his pocket, or failing to come, 
the Commandery-in-Ckief is entirely deprived of the report.

The second will insure the insertion of the report in the consoli­
dated returns, a thing entirely impossible when it is not presented until 
the meeting of the Encampment, thereby making statistics of greater 
accuracy and value.

In leaving the subject I beg to present as my one recommendation 
the following resolution : —

Bo. it resolved. That the reports to the departments of the Inspector-Gen­
eral, Surgeon-General, and Chaplain in-Chicf, shall he made not later than July 
1. of each year. The officers of these departments are hereby forbidden to 
accept reports after this date and all Divisions failing to report in accordance 
with this resolution shall be debarred from representation at the following 
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chicf.

108

I have had no occasion to alter the conclusion arrived at two years 
ago and mentioned in my previous report, viz. : added benefits both 
financial and numerical would be derived from an insurance department, 
and by returning to the military order we would secure the discipline 
so necessary to effective work. I have no disposition to intrude these 
suggestions upon the Commandery, nor to keep repeating them, yet I 
know that the conclusions of every officer are the results of careful ob­
servation in his department and their deductions should be given a 
corresponding value.

As heretofore too much cannot be said in commendation of the re­
ports from the Divisions of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Hamp­
shire, Connecticut, Maine, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Minnesota and 
Alabama and Tennessee.

It will be noted from the consolidated report that Massachusetts 
leads in point of oldest member, the age being 83 years, while New 
Hampshire holds first in point of average age, 29£ years.

The average age for all members in the Order is 27;f years, an 
increase of £ year over the report of two years ago.

It is an interesting fact at this time to observe that of the 25 400 
reported in good standing, 23,330 are able to bear arms. This should
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be a source of satisfaction to the Order for I am informed through the 
report of the Surgeon-General of the United States Army that the 
constant non-effective list numbers 34.49 per thousand men, while that 
of our organization has but 23.14. From the same source I learn that 
non-eflicieucy from sickness amounts to 6.69, as against our 4.7 per 
thousand men.

It is to be regretted that but 256 Camps continue in regular drill 
as against 332 in 1897.

There is a material addition in the number of Camps paying death 
benefits as well as an increase in the amount paid. Especially is this 
noticeable in New Jersey, where of her 26 Camps, 18 pay death benefits, 
each to the amount of 8250.00. New York has 22 Camps who pay an 
average of 8127.95. Ohio has one paying S150.00. Maryland one 
which pays S250.00, and Pennsylvania 58 Camps paying an average of 
8180.00 each.

Commander Darling, I thank you for the honor conferred upon me. 
I assure you that it will be in lasting remembrance that I recall our 
pleasant relations during this official year now closed.

Respectfully submitted,
:

DAN S. GARDNER, M.D.,
S urgeon- General.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is uo objection the report 
will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ Reports, uuder the rule. 
I hear no objection and it will be so referred.

UK TOUT OF CIIAPLAIN-IN-CIIIEF.

Next in order is the report of the Chaplain-in-Chief. Chaplaiu-in- 
Chief Veazcy is not present. Is there any report from the Chaplain- 
iu-Chicf ?

The Adjutant-General: Commander, I am advised by a communi­
cation from the Chaplain-in-Chief that at the last moment he found it 
impossible to get away, and therefore he is not with us at this Encamp­
ment. The letter was written from Woodsville, N.II., and he forwards 
the following report: —

To Ciiaui.es K. Darling,
Co m m under- in - Ch i ej\ Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
Dear Sir and Brother: In making my annual report of the achieve­

ments of our Order, of which record has been made in every depart­
ment, I do so with sincere regret that the report is so incomplete. 
Every possible endeavor has been made to secure reports from every 
Camp in the Order, but in spite of this we arc unable to form any idea 
that even approximates exactness of the observance of Memorial and 
other days, for the proper observance of which our Order exists. At 
this date, five Divisions, amongst them several of the largest in the 
Order, have failed to report to me, though one hundred days have 
passed since Memorial Day.

1 feel, however, that the majority of the Division Chaplains have 
worked harder and have demonstrated a more earnest desire to make
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Order more efficient in the attainment of its objects than ever be­
fore. Many of them issued circulars in addition to the circulars of this 
department, calling attention to the sacred duties of Union Defenders’ 
and Memorial Days. The subjoined statistical table will show to whom 
most honor is due for promptness and thoroughness in the work of 
gathering and submitting reports.

The reports evince a remarkable indifference to the especial day of 
our Order — Union Defenders’ Day. It is a record in which we can 
take no pride. I trust that this fact may inspire in us the resolution to 
make next year’s report one worth}' of our high aims and heritage.

The Order is to be congratulated in the increased assistance given 
us by the clergy at the season of our especial public exercises, and in 
the fact that so many of our brothers are heard in words of loyalty 
upon the Nation’s holy days.

Besides the routine work of this department, I attended, at your 
request, the Encampment of the Department of Georgia, G.A.R., 
where I made two addresses in behalf of our Order.

In view of the splendid loyalty and the unsurpassed bravery of our 
brothers who fell in order that the blessing of freedom might be with 
the people of Cuba, I would suggest that in our future observances of 
Memorial Day their memories shall be formally cherished and the tokens 
of our love manifested. They have been nobly true to the blood of 
their heritage, and have demonstrated the usefulness of the Order we 
love.

our

I regret exceedingly that business of most immediate and pressing 
importance will prevent me from being with the hosts at Omaha, and 
wish for every member of the Order there, and elsewhere, the fullest 
success and the highest happiness possible to men.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,
HARRY L. VKAZEY,

Chaplain-in- Ch i ef.
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The Senior-Vice-Commander: If there is no objection, the report
of the Chaplain-in-Chief will be referred to the Committee on Officers’ 
Reports. I hear no objection, and it will be so referred. Has the 
Council-in-Chief any further report to submit?

H. H. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Not at this time, Commander.

RECEPTION AND REFERENCE OF COMMUNICATIONS FROM 
DIVISIONS.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Then we will pass the report of the 
Council-in-Chief. The next business in order is the reception and ref­
erence of communications from Divisions, to be called in alphabetical 
order. The Adjutant-General will call the roll of Divisions.

The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
E. K. Gould of Maine: Commander, the Maine Division has a 

resolution it would like to offer, to be referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions, but unfortunately we haven’t it with us, and we would like 
permission to refer it to the committee later ou.

The Senior Vice - Commander: If there is no objection permis­
sion is granted the Maine Division to present their communication 
later on.

i

E. R. Campbell of Maryland : Commander, the Division of Mary­
land had certain matters prepared to submit to this Commandery, but 
our delegate-at-large, who has charge of the papers, has not arrived, 
and we ask permission to file these papers later.

The Senior Vice-Commandet*: They may be submitted tomorrow, 
or at some future meeting, unless there is objection. The Chair hears 
none.

;

:
W. II. Adams of Minnesota: Senior Vice-Commander, on behalf 

of the delegates from Minnesota I would like permission to report 
. tomorrow.

■:
: The Senior Vice-Commander: The permission is granted, unless 

there is objection.
J. O. Damin of Missouri: Commander, the Division of Missouri 

has a resolution which they would like permission to refer to the 
Committee on Ritual.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Present it to the chairmau of that
Committee.

E. W. Estes of New York: Senior Vice-Commander, New York 
has a resolution which we desire to submit to the Committee on Resolu­
tions later, with the permission of the CommandcrjMn-Chief.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Permission is granted.
E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, the Ohio Division has some 

amendments to the Constitution to propose.
The Senior Vice-Commander: They will be referred to the Com­

mittee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations, of which the brother is 
a member, I believe. , .

R. M. J. Reed of Pennsylvania: Commander, with your permis­
sion and the permission of the Commandery we will baud our resolu­
tions to the Committee on Resolutions.
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:

The Senior Vice-Commander: The resolutions from the Division 
of Pennsylvania will go to the Committee on Resolutions if there is no 
objection. The Chair hears none.

The Adjutant-General concluded the calling of the roll of Divi-

!

sions. I
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CAMPS AND INDIVIDUALS.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The reception and reference of 
communications from Camps and individuals is the next order of busi­
ness. Are there any communications to be referred under this head ?.

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, I would suggest 
that permission be granted Camps and individuals to submit whatever 
they have to the Committee on Officers' Reports and Distribution of 
Work, without calling the roll here. That will facilitate our work, 
make that as a motion.

F. E. Ernst of Missouri: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

I

SONS OF VETERANS HOLDING COMMISSIONS IN U.S. ARMY.
Grant W. Harrington of Kansas: Senior Vice-Commander, after 

the reading of the report of the Adjutant-General, there was a motion 
passed to add to the list of names in the Adjutant-General's report of 
members of the Order who had enlisted and were holding commissions 
in the United States service, the names of any other members of the 
Order of Sons of Veterans who have enlisted in the army and are hold­
ing commissions in the volunteer service at the front. It seems to me 
that at this time the roll of Divisions ought to be called, in order that 
Division Commanders may report to the Adjutant-General the names 
of those in each Division who have enlisted and are holding commis­
sions ; or a list might be prepared by the Division Commanders and sent 
to the Adjutant-General. I move that the roll of Divisions be called, 
and as it is called, each Division report the names of its members who 
hold commissions in the volunteer service.

M. L. Cormauy of Minnesota: Senior Vice-Commander, we are 
not ready to do that yet. It will take some time to prepare such a list. 
It should be done with care, in order that no one may be omitted.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair understands that matter 
lias already been determined, and that any member of the Order who 
is conversant with any facts, or name of any brother who is holding a 
commission, will report the name of such brother or brothers to the 
Adjutant-General. It should be done at as early a date as possible. 
It may be done at once, but the Chair will rule that they may be sub­
mitted in writing to the Adjutant-General at any time during the En­
campment. The Chair understands that was the intention of the 
motion and will rule accordingly.

P. A. Barrows of Nebraska: Senior Vice-Commander, is this list 
to be of those who enlisted, or does it mean just those who hold 
commissions?

The Senior Vice-Commander: All brothers of the Order who hold 
commissions. Captains and Lieutenants, and above those grades, are 
commissioned officers. They are warrant officers below that.

8
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F. H. B. McDowell of Wisconsin: Commander, I wish to sav it 
will be impossible at this meeting for the different delegations to make 
a full report of the Sons of Veterans who have been commissioned from 
the various States, and it seems to me unwise that only a portion should 
be reported on this list; and I would ask that some action be had either 
tomorrow or at some future meeting whereby a complete list from the 
various States of the members of this Order who have received 
missions may be submitted to the Adjutant-General.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair will hold on that point 
that the names of brothers who are holding commissions in the United 
States army may be sent later to the Adjutant-General.

George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, 1 now move that we 
take recess until 9 o’clock tomorrow morning.

F. H. B. McDowell of Wisconsin: Commander, I second the

com­

motion.
The motion was agreed to.

TUESDAY — MORNING SESSION.
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 1898, 10 o’clock a.m. 

The Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, you will come to order. 
The Inspector-General will ascertain if all present are entitled to

remain.
The Inspector-General: Senior Vice-Commander, I am satislied 

that all present are entitled to remain.

PRESENTATION OF PORTRAIT OF COMMANDKR-IN-CI1IEF DARLING.

The Senior Vice-Commauder: Brothers, there is a very pleasant 
surprise for the Encampment this morning. I have been requested by 
the Massachusetts delegation to bring before this Commandery-in-Chief 
the portrait of a gentleman whom we all love and respect, a gentleman 
whom we cannot see in fact, but whom we can see and love in this por- 
tra.it— Major Darling [Applause]., The Massachusetts delegation 
presents this portrait of Major Darling to the Encampment.

The first business in order this morning is the report of commit­
tees. Are there any committees ready to report ? I will not call for 
them in order, but if any are ready to report, let the chairman so 
announce.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

Harlan Thomas of Colorado: Commander, the Committee 
Resolutions had a meeting last evening and passed upon the only 
lution, submitted by E. R. Campbell of the Maryland Division, which 
has been thus far presented to that committee. The resolution is in 
connection with the National Reunion Monument Association and the 
erection of a monument at Washington, D.C., in honor of the soldiers,

on
roso-
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sailors and marines of the war of 1861-65. The resolution is as 
follows: —

'Resolved, by the Commandery-in-Chief, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., in 
Encampment assembled: That the ‘‘National Reunion Monument Associa­
tion," composed of members of the several army corps, which was organized 
under the laws ol' the District of Columbia for the purpose of erecting a mon­
ument in the Capitol City to the private soldiers, sailors and marines who died 
lighting for the preservation of the government, established by their forefathers, 
and whose valor gives to us the honorable title we are permitted to assume; 
and in view of the fact that our Order is delegated the same scope, power, 
limitation and authority in said Association as is given an army corps, and 
claiming the. right to participate in the honor, and to share the expense of this 
great work, we hereby endorse this patriotic enterprise, and pledge ourselves 
to assist in soliciting funds for same; and that this resolution, together with 
the accompanying report,* which shows the status of said association, become 
a part of the proceedings of this Encampment.

The committee has concurred in the resolution, and I move its !
adoption.

JThe motion was seconded.
i

The motion was agreed to and the resolution was adopted.

* It IS POUT OF THIS NATIONAL RISUNION MONUMENT ASSOCIATION.

The National Reunion Monument Association.
Washington, D.C. }

To the Commandcr-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic.
Comrade: At the National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic 

held at Indianapolis in 1S93, the National Reunion Monument Association of 
Washington, D.C., was recognized and charged with the work of raising the 
long-desired monument in the National Capital to the soldiers, sailors and 
marines of the War of the Rebellion, and the committee which the National 
Encampment had previously authorized for that purpose was discontinued. 
The Commandcr-in-Chief followed up this indorsement of the National Reunion 
Monument Association by a General Order, commending it and its objects to 
the comrades of the Order. The Association went ahead with iicav zeal and 
bright prospects of success, but the setting in of the liuaucial depression of 
1893 made hopeless the securing of any considerable contributions. It seemed 
that, for the time, the most urgent duty before all veterans and their friends 
was the care of the living comrades, rather thau building monuments to the 
dead.

' :
1

!

Consequently, the Association suspended active clforts until the outlook 
became more propitious. This seemed to be the case at the beginning of this 
year. The Association was then called together, and addressed itself anew to 
its great work. Scarcely had it gotten itself in shape, however, when the 
Spanish war became imminent, and it seemed useless to appeal to the people 
while their minds were so thoroughly engrossed by the momentous struggle.

But the Association has employed’the time in getting ready for a sustained, 
comprehensive, far-rcacliing cllbrt, which, it is sanguine, will win success. It 
has been perfecting plans and organizing machinery with a view of reaching, 
in the most effective way, every man, woman and child in the country, and 
securing his or her interest in and contribution to a monument which, in 
grandeur and artistic merit, will not be surpassed by anything of the kind in 
the world’s history.

The Association aims at something that, in expensivcucss, msthetic value 
and artistic beauty will be far superior to any memorial erection now found in 
any country. It conceives something that shall be a work of genius — some­
thing that shall be so notable in every respect that the greatest artists of the 
world shall compete for the honor of furnishing the design. It must be some­
thing far above the hackneyed and conventional, so that wlicu erected it will be
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to the city of Washington and the -whole American nation -what grand cathc* 
drals, abbeys, arches and columns, and other triumphs of art are to their 
respective countries. It desires something which will attract equal attcutiou 
for its commemorative object and its artistic grandeur.

Nothing less than this will be worthy of the glorious host of citizen 
soldiers and sailors which it is intended to commemorate; nothing less will be 
worthy of the proud nation which they rescued from destruction and firmly 
started anew upon its splendid career.

It must be a monument whose magnificence will represent the offerings of 
80,000,000 free, happy, prosperous, grateful people It must be a monument 
worthy, as far as stone and bronze can go, of 2,f>00,000 young heroes, who left 
a half* million dead to mark the way of duty, honor and glory, they followed 
over 2,000 sanguinary battlefields. It must be such a monument as wealth and 
fame can stimulate genius to conceive and create. In brief, it must be such a 
monument as the richest, proudest, greatest nation in the world should erect to 
testify to all ages to come, her appreciation of the men whose valor and self- 
sacrifice did most to make her rich, proud and great.

The erection of such a monument is possible, if gone about in the right 
way. The Association, Idled with high conceptions of what can be and what 
should be, is faithfully striving to find and follow that right way, and it 
earnestly solicits the advice, sympathy, and enthusiastic support of the 
National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic in carrying forward 
these conceptions to glorious fulfilment.

The Association is preparing for its work by the formation of committees 
which will present the scheme to the Grand Army of the Republic, the Union 
Veteran Legion, the Military Order of the Loyal Legion, the Sons of Veterans, 
the Woman’s Relief Corps, the Ladies of the G.A.R., the Daughters of 
Veterans, and each of the many other patriotic societies in the country, to the 
children of the public schools in every Stale, and to the public at large in all 
parts of the country. Each of these committees will work the field allotcd to 
it thoroughly, and endeavor to secure the fullest cooperation of everybody who 
can help in the least. They will emulate one another in the amounts they can 
secure and the help given in furtherance of the enterprise. In the end we 
hope that no possible contributor will remain unsolicited, and in the most 
effective way.

The Association has secured, in addition to the cordial endorsement of 
the National Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic, that of the 
National Encampment of the Union Veteran Legion. It hopes to secure the 
same from the National Commandery of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion, 
the National Convention of the Woman’s Relief Corps, the Ladies of the 
G.A.R., and the National Encampment, of the Sons ol' Veterans, and other' 
patriotic organizations.

Last winter the Association secured the passage by both houses of Con­
gress of a joint resolution recognizing the Association, and giving it the 
privilege of erecting a monument upon a public reservation in the city of 
Washington. This was approved by President McKinley, and is now part of 
the laws of the land.

The Association urgently appeals to the National Encampment to take 
extraordinary action in favor of this great enterprise. If we are ever going to 
build a monument to the soldiers, sailors and marines of the War of the Rebel­
lion, now is the time to start the work with a vim and unity of effort that will 
secure its completion within a few years, that hundreds of thousands of our 
comrades may rejoice over it before they pass from earth. It seems to this 
Association that this is the most momentous subject that can come before the 
present National Encampment. It will be a great legacy Tor the Grand Army 
of the Republic to leave to posterity. It will be far more than an eternal testi­
monial to the valor, patriotism and fortitude of the men of iSGl-’G5. It will 
be a temple of patriotism, which Mill teach to every generation that is to come 
that the most glorious thing in the world is to be a true-hearted, public-spirited 
sclf-sacrillcing American man, ready at any call of his country to go forth ami 
die if need be, in defence of our laws and Institutions. Such a monument 
pre-eminent in magnificence and beauty among the stately buildings in the 
capital of the nation, will make every boy and girl under the aegis of the Star 
Spangled Banner a better American.
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The Association earnestly urges the National Encampment to lay this 
enterprise deeply to heart, and to take such steps as will bring it before the 
Grand Army of the Republic and the whole country, as the strongest wish and 
desire of the veterans of the Republic. Let us have this made one of the great 
objects of our Order, and so placed before the people. Let the Posts in every 
community be stimulated to work for it among their fellow citizens. If we do 
this with zeal and unanimity there will be no dilllculty about collecting funds 
enough from the people to raise the Uncst creation that the sun has shone on 
since the Parthenon first raised its peerless columns.

The veterans of the War of the Rebellion deserve no meaner monument.
Yours in F , C and L.,

WM. II. MICHAEL.
President.ATTEST:

Israel W. Stone,
Recording Secretary. !

acceptance of portrait of COMMANDER-lN-CIIIEF darling.
II. V. Speelumu of Ohio: Commander, before we proceed further 

I think it would be in order at this time, aud I make the motion, that 
the Commandery-iu-Chief accept the splendid portrait of Commander- 
in-Chief Darling, and that we extend the thanks of this Encampment 
to the Massachusetts delegation for the same.

George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, 1 secoud the motion. 
The motion was agreed to.

GREETING TO COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF DARLING. ;I-I. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, in this connection I make 
another motion, that the Adjutant-General be instructed to convey the 
greetings of this Encampment, by cablegram, to Commander-in-Chicf 
Darling.

George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, 1 second the motion. 
The motion was agreed to.
The following cablegram was forwarded : I

Omaha, Neil, Sept. 13, 1S9S.
Darling,

Sixth MassachustIts, Ponce, Porto Rico. 
Encampment’s greetings. COG SHALL.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Is the Committee on Constitution, 
Rules and Regulations ready to report ? Is the Committee on Ritual 
ready to report ?

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, the Committee on 
Ritual is not ready to report yet, but will be shortly.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Ts the Committee on Resolutions 
ready to report further? The Committee on Officers’ Reports and 
Distribution of Work?

George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, the Committee on 
Officers’ Reports and Distribution of Work reports progress.

The Senior Vice-Commander: What is the further pleasure of the 
Encampment?

George H. I-Iurlbut of Illinois: Commander, would it not be in 
order for the Committee on Credentials to make another supplemental 
report? One of our delegates, Past Colouel Orner, has arrived, but his
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credentials have not been passed upon and he feels that until that is 
done he has no right to participate n the proceedings of the Encamp­
ment.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Have the Committee on Credentials 
any supplemental report to make?

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.
The Adjutant-General: On behalf of the Committee on Credentials, 

I would report that the credentials of ten additional brothers have been 
passed upon and approved, making a total of 127 votes in the Encamp- 
meut.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The statement of the Adjutant- 
General will stand as a supplemental report of the committee unless 
there is objection. The Chair hears none, and it is so ordered.

George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, we ought to know who 
they are, their names.

The Adjutant-General: S. C. Tipton and II. O. P. Klein of the 
Indiana Division, substitute delegates; II. J. Kline, Past Commander 
of the Missouri Division, James D. Rowen, Past Commander of the 
Iowa Division, J. II. Heine, Delegate-at-Large, Nebraska Division, R. 
Shaw Van, Alternate, Iowa Division, J. V. Lyon, Iowa Division, L. F. 
Schultz, Delegate, Indiana Division, C. T. Orner, Past Commander, 
Illinois Division, F. W. Briggs, Delegate, Pennsylvania Division.

The Senior Vice-Commander: What shall be done with the sup­
plemental report of the Committee on Credentials?

Eugene Kreiderof Washington : Commander, I move the adoption 
of the report of the committee.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

IN RELATION TO QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL LOEIIENSTKIN.
George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander and brothers, I ask 

permission to occupy the lloor to say a few words in relation to our 
retiring Quartermaster-General, Brother Loebenstein. Those of us who 
are familiar with his daily work, who understand and appreciate all 
that he has done for this organization, desire to leave on record some 
testimony to his faithfulness and efficiency. Ilis brothers of the Divi­
sion of Missouri have undertaken to prepare some memento to be given 
him ns a token of the high regard and esteem in which he is held in the 
organization. It has been contributed to quite generously, but I feel 
that the Order at large, as an Order, should be represented in that 
token, and for that purpose I will ask that this Commandery-iu-Chief 
vote him the gold cross of the Order, and I will ask, as a special mark 
of distinction, that this Commandcry-in-Chicf contribute some amount 
to this end. Of course this is not usually done, but I ask it in order 
that this "old cross conferred upon Brother Loebenstein may have some 
special significance. The amount that the Commandery-iu-Chief may 
appropriate is not essential; but 1 will move that the gold cross of the 
Order be conferred upon the retiring Quartermaster-General, Brother 

' j oebenstein, and that the sum of fifty dollars be drawn from the treasury



SONS OF VETERANS IN THE U.S. ARMY.

of the Commandery-in-Chief to go towards paying for that cross. I 
make the motion with the particular understanding that the motion in 
respect to the amount is subject to amendment. 1 mention fifty dollars 
because it is an easy sum to mention, and because it is not an excessive 
sum to contribute from our treasury; but if brothers should see fit to 
reduce it, I shall take no exception. As I say, the amount of the con­
tribution of the Commaudery-in-Chief is immaterial. I am only desirous 
that it should be represented in some sum in the purchase of this gold 
cross for Brother Loebensteiu.

W. IT. Adams of Minnesota: Commander, I secoud the motion, 
and I would like to have included in the motion the reason for conferring 
the gold cross; that is, for faithful service performed as Quartermaster- 
General for six years.

The motion was agreed to.

119

;

)
SONS OF VETERANS SERVING IN TIIE U.S. ARMY.

W. 1*. Feder of Kansas: Commander, if it be in order at this time, 
I would like to suggest a change in the resolution adopted yesterday. 
Brother Bolton in his report as Adjutant-General, mentioned the names 
of a number of brothers who are holding commissions in the volunteer 
army. He went as far as the knowledge at hand permitted him. ITe 
didn’t know of anybody else. Then we voted that the names of all 
other members of the Order who held commissions should be added to 
that list. 1 propose now that vfe increase that list a little bit, and not 
make a distinction between the poor fellow who weut as a private, and 
the fortunate fellow who went with a commission.. [Applause.]

1 move you, Commander, that, following the Hue suggested in 
General Darling’s order, a roster of the members of this organization 
participating in the Spanish-American war be compiled, giving the rank 
the brother held in the Order, aud the rank he holds in the army. We 
have one Camp in the United States where all of them went. We don’t 
know who were the ollicers or who were not, but the entire Camp, with 
the exception of one, went to the front. I believe the privates ought 
to have this recognition as well as the ollicers.

Charles L. Pierce of California: Commander, I secoud that motion.
R. M. J. Reed of Pennsylvania: Commander, I would state to 

Brother Feder that this matter will be provided for in the report of the 
Committee on Resolutions, and I would suggest to him that he with­
draw his motion, or let it lay over until the matter comes up in the 
report of the Committee on Resolutions.

R. Shaw Van of Iowa: Commander, I rise to a point of order. 
We have a Committee on Resolutions, and this matter is being con­
sidered by that committee aud cau only come before the Encampment 
by report of the Committee on Resolutions.

The Senior Vice-Commander: In the opinion of the Chair, the 
point of order is not well taken.

W. P. Feder of Kansas: Commander, I was not informed that the 
Committee on Resolutions had taken the subject up. Inasmuch as they 
are considering it, aud as I don’t care how it comes before the Encamp-

!
!

■
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ment, so that it is considered, with the consent of my second, 
withdraw my motion.

The Senior Vice-Commander: I hear no objection and the motion 
is withdrawn.

120

I will

STANDING OF THE MINNESOTA DIVISION.

M. L. Cormauy of Minnesota: Senior Vice-Commander, I ask to 
be heard a moment in relation to the standing of the Minnesota Division. 
I feel I would be derelict in my duty if I failed to state and explain the 
reasons why the Division of Minnesota came before this body in the 
shape that it did. Some three or four weeks ago our report was sent 
to the Adjutant-General and it was scut back to us for technical reasons; 
and not knowing how to cure the matter by correspondence, 1 left it 
open until I should come to this body, and we were here a little late. 
Our train arrived at 11.30. We made all possible speed to this room 
and did everything we could to put ourselves in shape for representation 
on this floor, and I believe we ought to have the record put in shape. 
We don’t want to be put on record as being in arrears, or anything of 
that kind. We don’t want the records of this Encampment to show the 
Minnesota Division in arrears when it wasn’t so, because we had the 
money in our possession and were ready to pay it, and had sent it in, 
as the Adjutant-General will tell you, and it had been returned to us 
with the report when it was sent back to us for correction.

I move that the records of this Encampment show that the Minne­
sota Division squared itself with the Commandery-in-Chief upon the 
arrival of its delegation, and it was only because of our non-appearance 
upou the floor of the Eucampment that the matter got in the shape it 
was. I move that the records of the Encampment show that the report 
of the Minnesota Division was filed immediately upon the arrival of the 
delegation from that State, and the reason for the delay, and the situa­
tion as it was.

James D. Rowen of Iowa: Commander, I second the motion
After discussion.
H. V. Speclman of Ohio: Commander, I move the previous ques­

tion.
George W. Wolz of Nebraska: Commander, 1 second the motion 

for the previous question.
C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, I also second the 

motion for the previous questiou.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The previous question is moved by 

Brother Speelman of Ohio, and seconded by brothers from the Divisions 
of Nebraska and Massachusetts. The question is, shall the main ques­
tion be now put ? Those in favor will signify by the usual voting sign 
of the Order. Those opposed, the same sign. The previous question 
is"ordered, and the question now is upon the motion of Brother Cormany 
of Minnesota. Those in favor of the motion will signify the same by 
the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed, 

sign. The ayes appear to have it. 1 he ayes have it, and thethe same
"“’t'whatfs'the further pleasure of the Convention?
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.

H. IT. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Senior Vice-Commander, I 
desire to submit a further report from the Council-in-Chief.

The Senior Vice-Commauder: The Adjutaut-General will read the 
report submitted by the Council-in-Chief.

The Adjutant-General read the report as follows: —

i

■

;

To the Officers and Members of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment, 
Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
Brothers: The Council-in-Chief herewith begs leave to present 

its report of the proceedings and transactions which were presented 
to the said Council-in-Chief during the past year.

At the Sixteenth Annual Encampment, held at Indianapolis in 
181)7, the Council organized by the election of I-I. II. Hammer of the 
Pennsylvania Division, as Chairman, and C. Borin of the Kansas Divi­
sion, as Secretary.

The bond of Commander-iu-Chief Charles K. Darling was fixed to 
be in the sum of ten thousand dollars, and duly approved after proper 
inquiry and investigation as to the sureties.

We carefully audited the books and accounts of the Adjutant- 
General and Quartermaster-General, which we found correct aud neatly 
kept.

j

|
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The financial management and accounts of the Commaudery-iu- 
Cliief were administered with economy and ability, and are deserving 
of our highest commendation.

The financial condition of the Commaudery-in-Chief is a source of 
great gratification and we congratulate this Encampment and the Order 
at large upon the flattering prospects for the future. The excellent 
report and comparative statements made by the Quartermaster-General 
are sufficient for your information without further reference herein.

We beg leave to present to your honorable body a recommendation 
that the per capita tax remain as it now is — four (4) cents per quarter.

The Division of Oregon has presented to us a request that the ex­
penses incurred in the inspection of the Headquarters of that Division 
be paid by the Commandcry-iu-Chief. We present the matter to you 
in the shape we received it by the communications hereto attached 
bearing on the subject. The proposition in our opinion is of such im­
portance as to warrant the disposition of the case by the Encampment 
and not by the Council-in-Chief, uuless by your instruction or direction.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. aud L.,
H. H. Hammer,
Geo. E. Cogshall,
C. Borin,
James W. Noel,
J. E. Haycraet,

Council-in- Chief.

i

The letters referred to in the report bearing upon the expense in­
curred in the inspection of the Oregon Division Headquarters ore as 
follows: —

&& v’.? &i
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Corvallis, Ore., Sept. 7, IS98
Charles K. Darling, Commandcr-in-Chief 

Omaha, Neb.
Dear Sir and Brother: I llncl that it will be impossible for me to be 

present at the Encampment, as I have been hoping and expecting to do.
I trust you will have the matter of the inspection of this Division brought 

up and settled in some way. I have had some correspondence with Brother 
Courtney, the Adjutant-General, and also the Inspector-General, but have as 
yet been unable to obtain any satisfaction regarding the matter, and hope it 
may be settled at the present session of the Commandery-in-Chicf.

I shall state the facts in the case for the bencllt of the officers and 
brothers, hoping to assist in an immediate adjustment.

The Division of Oregon was inspected in January by Brother Courtney 
of South Dakota, and reference to his report will show that there were then about 
($24.00) twenty-four dollars in the hands of the Quartermaster. During the 
stay of Brother Courtney in this place we made a requisition for supplies for 

'nearly all the money then in the treasury, supplies which were very much needed.
The total expense of the inspection was about one hundred and live dollars 

($105.00) of which O. L. Clark and myself paid fifty dollars, leaving Brother 
Courtney to bear the remainder.

I realize that the C., It. & R. requires the expense to be boruc by the Di­
vision inspected, but since our treasury was without funds and my Adjutant 
and myself personally advanced nearly half of the expense; and also since such 
a rash thing was done as to send an Inspector nearly half way across the con­
tinent to inspect one of the very weakest Divisions, and over the most expen­
sive part of the country, it seems to me to be anything but justice to expect 
individuals to bear this expense, simply because they happened to be in charge 
of the affairs of the Division.

I would simply ask that the Commandery-in-Chicf pay the expenses of the 
Assistant Inspector-General for this Division, for 189S, and that some restric­
tions be made regarding such expenses in the future.

With the very best wishes for the officers and members of the Com- 
mandery, I remain

I
i

i'

Yours very truly in F., C. & L ,
L. W. OREN, Past Commander,

Oregon Division.
i:

i

Okorojo, S.D., Sept. 8, ’98.
Charles K. Darling, Commandcr-in-Chief Sons of Veterans,

Boston, Mass.
Dear Sir and Brother: I had hoped to be with you at Omaha, but find that 

I will be unable to be present.
It is a great disappointment, as I had anticipated a good time at the En­

campment, and of meeting the boys whose acquaintance was formed a year ago 
at Indianapolis.

Trust you will have a pleasant and prosperous meeting and a grand good 
time all around.

As you are aware, when Inspector Durston was making up his list of 
Assistant Inspectors, he asked me to inspect the Oregon Division, which 
acceptable to myself and agreeable to that Division.

The Headquarters of the Division was inspected about January IS, ’98, and 
was satisfactory to Colonel Oren and also to Durston. When it came to settle 
for my expenses it was found that there was not enough cash on hand to pav 
the amount in full, so Colonel Oren paid only a part of it.

The amount of the bill was one hundred and five dollars, of which Colonel 
Oren paid forty-live, leaving sixty dollars still unpaid. I after agreed to settle 
the amount si ill due for fifty dollars. The Division being small it was a ]ar»e 
bill for it to pay, and on that ground I agreed to reduce the bill. in the clean 

out of pocket, if settled at $95.00, about $2;>.00.

was

am
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The distance from Okobojo, S. 1)., to Corvallis, Ore., is nearly 2,000 
miles, which you will see is no small distance, and besides board and lodjrin.tr 
is no small item on such a long trip.

Had I been aware that each Division pays the expense of its inspection and 
that the Oregon Division was unable to meet the expenses of inspection, would 
not have accepted the position. As it was. neither Colonel Oreo ro*- myself was 
able to say whether the Division or the Commandery p ..^ense. It was
a mistake in Dr. . on’s sending me that far, and is very much as you said at 
the Massachusetts Kucampirvit, that “In the West it is a magnillceuce of dis­
tance.”

I
:

Trusting that you will bring this matter before your Council, and that the 
amount, tlfty . lai s. still due me. may be amicably settled.

With bet ‘ . lies to you and regards to all inquiring friends, l am:
Fraternally

R. J. COUltr.NKV.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, you have heard the re­
port of the Council-in-Chief; what will you do with it?

A. \Y. Jones of Ohio: Commander, the question presented by the 
report of the Council-iu-Chief is one on which I, as a member of the 
Encampment, desire the opinion of the Couucil-in-Chief. Here is an 
item of expense which has been considered by the Council-in-Chief, and 
yet they give us no recommendation. They don’t even suggest what 
ought to be done. I think this Encampment is entitled to the judgment 
of the Council-in-Chief on the subject, and for that purpose I move the 
report be recommitted to the Couucil-in-Chief with instructions that 
they make a recommendation, one way or the other, upon the subject.

E. 11. Campbell of Maryland: Commander, I second the motion.
C. T. Orner of Illinois: Commander, I move as an amendment, 

that the report be referred to the Committee on Otlicers’ Reports.
A. \V. Jones of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Brother Jones will state his point

!

of order.
A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, my point of order is that the 

amendment is uot germane to the original motion, and therefore is not 
in order.! C. T. Orner of Illinois: Commander, I move it as a substitute
motion.i

Isaac Cutter of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
11. H. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Commander, it is not necessary 

to pass that motion. If the Commandery-in-Cliief want the recom­
mendation of the Council-in-Chief on this question, we are perfectly 
willing to make one. I do not thiuk it would be proper to refer the 
report of the Council-in-Chief to the Committee on OtticeH Reports.

The Chair put the question on the substitute motion, and the 
motiou was not agreed to.

The Senior Vice-Commauder: The question now recurs on the 
original motion, to recommit the report to the Council-in-Chief, with 
instructions to make a recommendation. All those in favor of the 
motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order, 
hands. Those opposed, the same sign. "The motion is carried and the 
report recommitted.

What is the further pleasure of the Encampment?

Down
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REPORT OK THE COMMITTEE ON MILITARY RESERVE.

E. R. Campbell of Maryland: Commander, the Committee on 
Military Reserve is ready to report and the report is in the hands of the 
Adjutant-General.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Adjutant General will read the 
report of the Committee on Military Reserve.

The Adjutant-General read the report of the Committee on Military 
Reserve as follows: —

To the Officers and Members of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment of
the Commaudery-in- Chief Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
Commander-in-Chief and Brothers: The Committee on Military 

Reserve, authorized by the Sixteenth Encampment of this body and 
announced in General Order No. G, Dec. 18, 1807, has the honor to 
submit the following report: —

Pursuant to official notice of appointment, correspondence was had 
with my associates. F. B. Morse of Elizabeth, N.J., and W. E. Duncan 
of Philadelphia, Pa., and the committee was duly organized. 
Duncan made a trip to Washington and rendered valuable assistance in 
preparing the bill.

Bills having been introduced in the fifty-fourth and first session 
of the fifty-fifth Congress had been objected to, and a former com­
mittee had reported, and in compliance with the provisions under which 
this committee was established delegated to it the “ power to draft a 
new bill, or to take other action to secure proper legislation in this 
matter,” the following was introduced in the Mouse of Representatives 
by Gen. W. W. Grout of Vermont, during the second session of the 
fifty-fifth Congress.

Mr.

55th Congress, 2d Session. II. R. 0510.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
March 20, 180S.

Mr. Grout introduced the following bill, which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs and ordered to be printed.

A BILL
Authorizing the Secretary of War to rfccognize the organizations of the Sons 

of Veterans. United States of America, as part of the military provincial 
reserve of the United States Army.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled. That upon application*, made under 
such rules and regulations as the Secretary of War may prescribe, any 
organization of the Sons of Veterans, United States of America, in any State 
or Territory or within the District of Columbia, may be inspected bv an olllcer 
or officers detailed by the Secretary of War for the purpose of becoming a part 
of the military provincial reserve of the United States Army.

Sect. 2. That any organized company to the number of fifty making 
application ns hereinbefore provided, and which passes satisfactory inspection 
bv the officer or officers detailed to make the inspection, shall, under such ruL** 
and regulations as the Secretary of War may determine upon, be recognized as 
a part of the military provincial reserve of the United States Army. a's

___ _
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Sect. 3. That after any organization of the said Sons of Veterans has 
been so accepted as a part of the military reserve, said organization shall be 
subject to all rules, regulations and discipline as the Secretary of War may 
prescribe. I

Sect. •!. That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to arm and 
equip any organization, after said organization has passed the required inspec­
tion. -with any of the arms of the Government such as in his judgment -will be 
consistent ■with the arming and equipment of a military reserve.

Sect. That the Secretary of War may, in his annual estimates for 
appropriations, include appropriations for that portion of the military pro­
vincial reserve of the United States Army that shall have been created under 
the provisions of this Act.

Sect. 0 That this Act shall take effect from its passage.

I

In view of the declaration of war by this Government with the 
Kingdom of Spain and eveuts of subsequent development, no report on 
said bill was made by the I-louse Committee.

It may be proper to state that the bill introduced by.Mr. McCall 
was referred to the Committee on Militia, while that presented by 
General Grout went to the Committee on Military Affairs.

It is recommended that before further action shall be taken looking 
to an authorized military rank in the Sous of Veterans, that a legal 
opinion be obtained from competent authority as to the rights of Cou- 
gress to pass such a measure, and that a sullicient sum of money be 
appropriated to cover the legislative expense incurred.

My most grateful thanks are extended to the Commandery-in-Chief 
for the courtesy and distinguished honor conferred.

Very respectfully,

I

E. U. CAMPBELL,
Chairman.

James R. Neeley of Illinois: Commander, I move that the report 
be accepted and the committee discharged.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The recommendations contained in 

the report are now before you. What is the pleasure of the Encamp­
ment in regard to them?

II. V.*"Spcclman of Ohio: Commander, I move that the recom­
mendation be concurred in.

A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, do I understand that 

this involves an appropriation?
The Senior Vice-Commamler: The Chair will state that it would 

so understand the recommendation; that it authorizes the obtaining of 
a legal opinion and the appropriation of a sufficient amount to pay the 
expense of the same. I would ask the chairman of the committee if 
that is correct.

E. R. Campbell of Maryland: Senior Vice-Commander, it was the 
intention of the committee that this matter be referred to some compe­
tent person to render an opinion as to the constitutional right of Con­
gress to pass such a measure. If that can be handled in the body no 
expense will be incurred; otherwise it will be necessary to pay for that 
opinion. If it should be found that Congress has the right to pass

-
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such a measure, au appropriation will be necessary to secure 
legislation.

Grant W. Harrington of Kansas: Commander, if this commit! 
or any other wants legal advice, it should go to the Jud<*e Advoont 
General. ® ocace-

proper

E C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, I move an amend­
ment to the recommendation of the committee, providing that it shall 
be done without expense to the Commaudery-in-Chief.

TV. II. Adams of Minnesota: Commauder, as a substitute motion 
I move you that the recommendations contained in the report be laid 
upon the table indefinitely.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

CONGRATULATORY TELliGItAMS.

The Senior Vice-Commander: There are a number of telegrams 
and communications that the Adjutant-General has received, and if 
there is no objection he will read them at this time. Is there any 
objection? The Chair hears none and the Adjutant-Geucral will 
proceed.

The Adjutant-General read the following communications : —

Cincinnati, O., Sept. 12, 1893.
Gen. Charles K. Darling,

Care of S. of V. Encampment.
’Accept congratulations. Am sorry could not come. Regards to all.

FRANK 0. WILKINSON.

Camp Meade, Pa., September 12.
A djutant-Genkral,

, Eons of Veterans, National Convention, 
Omaha. Neb.

May success crown your deliberations. Remember me to all.
ARTHUR R. SPINK, 

Lieut. Co. G., First RJ. U.S.Vol.

Lincoln, Ned., Sept. 12, ISOS.
To the Officers and Members of the Sons of Veterans in National Encampment

Assembled, Omaha, Neb.
Will you kindly accept the fraternal greetings of a resident of Nebraska, 

and a mother of a Son of a Veteran who enlisted at his country’s call when the* 
first appeal to arms was made in April last.

I hope for you a pleasant meeting in this State that we love so well 
whose sons responded so promptly to the call that meant suffering and death 
for many.

We arc glad to welcome you under the flags of peace. May your visit 
leave nothing but pleasant memories in the years to come. You have by your 
actions in the last few months bravely won the right to the noble name’ you 
bear. The heroes of the great Civil War may rest assured that the Republic 
they fought to save will remain safe in the hands of their sons and daughters, 
and in the keeping of the Eternal God.

May peace and prosperity, liberty and freedom, abide with you always is 
my earnest prayer. Yours fraternally,

Mrs. EMMA B. MANCHESTER.
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George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, I move you that the 
Encampment do now take recess until 3 o’clock this afternoon.

Harlan Thomas of Colorado: Commander, before that question 
is put, I move that the Adjutant-General be instructed to return to 
these parties who have sent us these greetings, the greetings of the 
Commaudery-in-Chicf — especially to the ladies.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
George B. Abbott of Illinois: Now, Commander, I renew my * 

motion to take recess until 3 o’clock this afternoon.
The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to and the Commandery took recess until 

3 o’clock p.m.

TUESDAY —AFTERNOON SESSION.
3 o’clock p.m.

The Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The Encampment will please come 

to order. The Adjutant-General will call the roll. The Encampment 
will excuse me for running through the morning session without a 
calling of the roll. I overlooked this number in the order of business.

The Adjutant-General called the roll.
.

. ■

I(Roll Call No. 2.)

GREETING FROM COMMANDER-IN-CIIIEF DARLING.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The Adjutant-General iutorms me 

that he has a cablegram from Commander-in-Chief Darlmg> which you 
will all no doubt be glad to hear at this time.

The Adjutant-General read the cablegram from Commander-in- 
Chief Darling as follows : —

I

’

Ponce, Sept. 14, 189S.Sons of Veterans,
Omaha, Neb.

From Mountains Utuaclo, Commander sends fraternal greetings.
DARLING.

[Applause.]

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF COMM'"' ti. ON CREDENTIALS.
The Adjutant-General: Commander, there has been presented to 

the Committee on Credentials since our last report, the credentials of 
J. C. Eliot, Fast Commander of the Nebraska Division.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If the balance of the committee 
have no objection, the statement of the Adjutant-General will be en­
tered as a supplemental report of the Committee on Credentials, 
hear no objection and it is so ordered.

I

e
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I believe the Council-in-Chief have a further report to submit and 
we will now listen to that.
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:
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.

H. I-I. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Senior Vice-Commander, the 
Council-in-Chief, on the matter recommitted to us before the recess this 
morning, beg leave to submit the following report.

The report was read as follows: —

!

To the Officers and Members of the Seventeenth Annual Encaimment,
Sons of Veterans, JJ.S.A.
In the matter of the request of the Division of Oregon to be re­

lieved from the payment of the expense of inspection of Division Head­
quarters in 1898, we feel that the small membership, limited means for 
recruiting, and general conditions in the said Division, warrant our len­
iency. We feel that the Division should pay a reasonable portion of 
the cost of its inspection, and recommeud that it be the sum of $25.00.

We also recommend that the Commandery-in-Chief extend a credit 
on account of per capita tax to the Division of Oregon, in the sum of 
$25.00.

We do not desire that a financial hardship should he inflicted upon 
the Assistant Inspector-General, who acted under proper authority and 
according to orders, and therefore recommend that the sum of $25.00 
be appropriated by the Commandery-in-Chief to the said Assistant In­
spector-General, R. J. Courtney, of the Division of Oregon in 1898. 
This sum to be paid on condition that it discharge the Division of 
Oregon from any further liabilitj7 to Assistant Inspector - General 
Courtney on account of said inspection, and that no further request 
ever be made of the Commandery-in-Chief.

The Assistant Inspector-General detailed for this work should not 
have gone so great a distance owing to the expense incident to travel 
being so large; and for the same reason he should not have been 
detailed or assigned for the work.

The Assistant Inspector-General should have taken into considera­
tion the great expense this assignment for inspection would involve; 
the Commander of the Division of Oregon also should have advised or 
informed the proper authority that the Division was not in condition to 
have such an expense imposed upon it.

The assignment of the Assistant Inspector-General was an 
and was explained by the Inspector-General, which in our opinion is 
the cause or reason that the recommendations herein presented are only 
considered and same acted upon.

A fair solution and proper disposition of the case would in 
judgment be that all involved should be held responsible which we be­
lieve is of sullicient extent as set forth herein.

In order to avoid any similar case in the future we recommend that 
hereafter no Division shall be required to pay, and no Assistant In­
spector -General shall be allowed to charge for expenses, for inspecting 
any Division Headquarters, more than his actual expenses, not to ex°

i

;

n error

our
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ceed §25.00, and that this action be promulgated in the order or author­
ity making the details or assignments of Assistant Inspector-Generals.

Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L.,
II. IT. Hammer,
C. Borin,
J. E. Hayckaft,
Geo. B. Cooshall, 
James W. Noel,

Council-in- Ch iej.

The Senior Vice-Commander: This is a supplemental report to go 
with the report submitted by the Council-in-Chief this morning, or 
rather, it is in lieu of the portion of the report submitted this morning 
which returned to the Encampment without recommendation communi­
cations from the Oregon Division concerning the cost of inspection. 
Now what will you do with the report? The question is on the adop­
tion of the report.

E. C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, I move the adoption 
of the report as submitted by the Council-in-Chief.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON C., R. AND R.

T he Senior Viec-Commander: Is the Committee on Constitution, 
Rules and Regulations ready to report?

Edward lv. Gould, Chairman of the Committee on Constitution, 
Rules and Regulations, submitted the following report: —

To the Officers and Members of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment:
Your Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations beg leave 

to submit the following report.
Upon the resolutions offered by Past Division Commauder Marsh 

of the Illinois Division, the committee recommend the adoption of the 
following substitute as an additional section to Article III., page 53, 
Rules and Regulations.

Section 5. The dues of brothers who serve in the army and navy of 
the United States in time of war, may be remitted by the Camps of which they 
are members, during the time they are in the service, and while so remitted, 
Camps and Divisions shall not be required to pay per capita tax on such mem­
bers. The names of all brothers whose dues are remitted shall be reported in 
the quarterly returns, together with the time said remission is to continue.

The resolution offered by the Surgeon-General in his report, con­
cerning the time in which reports to the Inspector-General, Surgeon- 
General and Chaplain-in-Chief must be presented, and the penalty for 
failing to comply with the same, is returned to the Encampment without 
recommendation.

We recommend that the changes to the Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations proposed by the Division of Ohio, be non-concurred in.

!

I

'

E9
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AYe recommend that Article XXV., page 78 of the Constitution 
Rules and Regulations relative to the Quartermaster-General be amended 
so that it will read as follows: —

130

ARTICLE XXV.i.
Section 1. The Quartermaster-General’s department shall be established 

and be made permanent, and the Quartermaster-General be made directly 
accountable to the Commander-in-Chief, indemnifying the Order against loss 
by a bond of ten thousand dollars, and there shall be upon said bond two or 
more sureties, each of whom shall qualify in a sum not less than five thousand 
dollars, and in the aggregate not less than twice the sum fixed in the bond; and 
the Quartermaster-General shall be elected by the Commandery-in-Chief, and 
liis annual salary fixed at fifteen hundred dollars per annum. He shall hold 
office for three years.

This section shall take effect at the meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief 
in the year 18D2.

Respectfully submitted,
Edward Iv. Gould, 
Joseph B. Maccabe, 
W. W. Bisby,
R. D. Houmiian.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, the report of the Commit­
tee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations is before you. The ques­
tion is on the adoption of the report.

E. II. Archer of Ohio : Commander, I beg leave to submit a minor­
ity report from the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brother Archer from the Committee 
on Constitution, Rules and Regulations submits a minority report from 
that committee. It will be read.

E. H. Archer of Ohio read the minority report as follows: —

MINORITY REPORT.

To the Commandery-in-Chief:
The report of the majority is concurred in except as to the recom­

mendations therein contained upon the proposed amendments to Con­
stitution, submitted by the Ohio Division, as to which the following 
minority report is herewith submitted :

Recognizing the present condition of the Order as evidenced by 
the official reports made to this Commandery-in-Chief, of the failure to 
comply with the present forms of the Constitution, Rules and Regula­
tions of the Order, and a manifested disposition to conform to the spirit 
of the amendment made at the Sixteenth Annual Encampment to the 
Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and believing that the future in­
terests of the Order require a further extension of that spirit to said 
Rules and Regulations, the following amendments to the Constitution, 
Rules and Regulations are herewith recommended : —

Adoption of Article VI., Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 
Adoption of Article II., Camp Constitution, Section 1, and repeal 

Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7.
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Adoption of Article III., Camp Constitution, Section 1. Articles 
HI. and IV., Sections, 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. Repeal Sections 1 and 2. 

Adopt Article IV., Sections 1 and 2.
Repeal Article V., Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.
Adopt Article V., Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.
Adopt Articles VI., VII., VIII., IX., X., XI., XU., XIII. and

'
i

!
;

XIV.
DIVISION CONSTITUTION.

Article II., amend Section 1, parts 3 and 4, Delegates. Sections 
4 and 5 amend.

Article IV., Section 5, strike.
Article V., Section 3, part 3.

COMMANDERY CONSTITUTION. .
Article I., Section 4, amend.

!
;RULES AND REGULATIONS.
;Article I., amend Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4.

Article III., amend Sections 1 and 2.
Article IV., amend Sections 1, 2 and 4.
Article V., amend Section 1.
Article VII., amend Sections 3, 4 and G.
Article VII., amend Section 1.
Article IX., repeal Section 2; amend Section 3 and No. 2. 

Amend 4 to 3, and 5 to 4.
Article VIII., amend Section l.
Article XIX., amend Section 1.
Article XX., repeal Section 1. Amend Section 2 to 1.
Article XXV., amend Section 1.

Fraternally submitted,

I

!

E. II. ARCHER, 
Minority Committee (7., R. and R.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, you have heard the 
minority report from the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regu­
lations.

AV. II. Russell of Kansas: Commander, I move the adoption of 
the majority report.

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, is this the final 
report from this committee?

Edward Iv. Gould of Maine: I will say, Commander, we have 
passed on all matters that have been submitted to us.

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, I understand there 
are some other matters to come before that committee that have not 
yet been submitted to the committee.

The Senior Vice-Commander: It is not necessary to discharge the 
committee simply because they have made this report.

E. H. Archer of Ohio: Commander, am I to understand that the 
question is on substituting the minority report for the majority report, 
or will it require a motion of that kind?
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The Senior Vice-Commander: It will require a motion.
E. H. Archer of Ohio: Then, Commander, I move that the minor­

ity report be substituted for the majority report in so far as relates to 
the recommendations from the Ohio Division.

H. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion; and 
I suggest that the minority report be taken up and disposed of section 
by section.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The question is on the motion to 
substitute the minority report for the majority report in so far as relates 
to the recommendations from the Division of Ohio. If there is no ob­
jection the report will be considered section by section, but the question 
is now on the substitution of the minority for the majority report.

James W. Noel of Indiana: Commander, if Brother Archer will 
slate the purport and effect of the amendments recommended by the 
Division of Ohio, and submitted in his minority report, the Encamp­
ment would be able to vote more intelligently.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection Brother 
Archer will be heard to explain the purport and effect of the amend­
ments recommended by the minority report.

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, the first article is a provision 
for acquiring membership, and that provision is similar to the action of 
the Encampment at Indianapolis, when it permitted the admission of 
candidates to membership in the Order by simply giving them the obli­
gation and presenting the badge. That is to simplify the form under 
which we are at present attempting to operate. I do not believe that 
we are operating under it, but we are attempting to operate under it. 
It is to authorize the Commander-in-Chief, through the Division, to pre­
sent a candidate, when he is admitted to membership in the Order of 
Sons of Veterans, a diploma of membership, so that he may have some­
thing to show, for which he has paid, and something with which to 
preserve a record to himself of his membership in the Camp. The 
same formula of application is to be followed, the same rule as to refer­
ence to a committee, and election to membership must be had at a regu­
lar or stated meeting, but he can be admitted to membership by orally 
assuming the obligation, or he may assume the obligation by subscrib­
ing to it iu writing. It provides that membership shall not be less than 
three dollars, and the annual dues not less than one; and when he pays 
his dues he is to receive a membership card, and I might say in this 
connection, that this diploma is to bear a number, and that number is 
to stay with the brother so long as he lives and retains his membership. 
He will be known as No. 1 or No. G so long as he is a member of the 
Order.

It further provides that the present membership is to be provided 
with diplomas. The application and forms arc to be provided by the 
Commandery-in-Chief, and through the Divisions they are to be fur­
nished to the Camps, and the Camps shall return to the Divisions the 
names and numbers of the members who subscribed to these applica­
tion forms, whereupon the Divisions shall issue and present a member­
ship diploma; for which it is recommended that a fee of twenty-five 
cents shall be charged.
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Now as to the Camp Constitution, the only change is that instead 
of requiring Camps to meet monthly, a provision is made that there 
shall be one annual meeting, aud at that annual meeting the officers 
shall be elected and installed, and that the retiring officer, or any past 
officer, is authorized to install the new officers into office, without wait­
ing to get a commission from the Division Commander. Special meet­
ings may be called, as is provided for at the present time. The officers 
are to remain the same. Their duties remain the same aud the only 
change further in the Constitution is in the First Sergeant’s duties, 
and that is that he shall keep a record in which shall be entered these 
memberships in accordance with the numbers as they come from the 
Division.

!

In (lie Division Constitution, in Article II., in regard to member­
ship, instead of using the words “ Any representative” in part 4 of 
Section 2, it is intended to use the word “ delegates,” the same as in 
Section 3. For vacancies provision is made that the representation to 
a Division Encampment can be filled upon giving notice of twenty-four 
hours in writing, and calling a special meeting; and the representation 
to the Commandcry-in-Chief shall be based upon the ijumber of mem­
bers in good standing at the annual meeting in December. Under the 
head of Division Officers it is provided that the Adjutant shall be re­
quired to keep his record of membership, maintaining this numerical 
order. Under Rules and Regulations the provision is made that the 
Commandery-in-Chief shall issue the charter upon the report of the 
Division Commander, or the mustering officer by him appointed, and 
that Division Commanders arc authorized to approve and muster a 
Camp without the approval of the Commander-in-Chief.

Camp charters may be surrendered by a Divisiou Commander when 
the membership is less than ten and in his judgment the best iuterest of 
the Order requires it.

Under Article VIII., Rules and Regulations, Section 1, Compeusa- 
• tiou. The Adjutant-General shall receive an annual salary of twelve 
hundred dollars and the Quartermaster-General shall receive an annual 
salary of fifteen hundred dollars, said salaries to be paid monthly upon 
the order of the Commander-in-Chief.

The Quartcrmastor-G-eueral’s department shall be established and 
fixed permanently for three years.

These, Senior Vice-Commander, are in substance and hurriedly, 
the proposed amendments to our Constitution, and it is iutended that 
we shall, by our action at this Commandery-in-Chief, show a disposition 
to authorize the doing of that which will recognize the individual mem­
bers as much as we recognize the Captain, the Division Commander, the 
Commander-iu-Chief, or any other elective officer in any of the Divi­
sions or the Commandery-in-Chief. It is to preseut to him a memorial 
that he can lay up and treasure and preserve, to show to his descend­
ants an evidence that he was once a member of an Order which had 
courage enough to preserve the record of his father.

Charles S. Davis of Maryland: Commander, I move' that the 
minority report of this Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regula­
tions be laid on the table.

The motion was seconded.

i
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James D. Rowen of Iowa: Commander, I rise to a point of order 

and that is, if that motion prevails it carries everything, the majority 
report as well, to the table with it. J

The Senior Vice-Commander: That is undoubtedly the case. The 
question is on the motion to lay the minority report on the table. Are 
you ready for the question?

Charles S. Davis of Maryland: Then, Commander, with the con­
sent of my second, I will withdraw the motion.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Does the seconder of the motion 
conseut to its withdrawal? [Cries of {i Consent,” “ Consent.”] The 
motion to lay on the table is withdrawn.

James D. Rowen of Iowa: Commander, 1 move as a substitute 
motion that the majority report, so far as there is no objection made 
to it in the committee, be taken up item by item and disposed of; and 
when we arrive at the point about which there is contention in the com­
mittee, all the other matter will be out of the way, and then this En- 
campmeut can proceed to the consideration of that. I move as a 
substitute that we take up the majority report and consider it section 
by section until we come to the report with reference to the recommen­
dations from the Division of Ohio.

!

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, we arc already doing that. 
The Senior Vice-Commander: That will be the procedure under 

the ruling of the Chair. If there is no objection the first thing in order 
is the consideration of the first section of the majority report.

James W. Noel of Indiana : Commander, I rise to a point of order. 
The Senior Vice-Commander: The brother will state his point of

order.
James W. Noel of Indiana: Commander, my point of order is that 

the original motion was for the adoption of the minority report, 
succeeding motion was that the majority report be amended by the 
introduction of the minority report. That motion is now before us and 
has not yet been voted upon, and has not been withdrawn. Then there 
was a motion to lay that motion upon the table, and by unanimous con­
sent the motion to la}' upon the table was withdrawn, and the question 
now before the house is upon the motion to adopt the minority report.

The Senior Vice-Commander: I think if the brothers will allow this 
matter to proceed in the manner suggested by the Chair, the Com- 
mandery will arrive at the point we want to arrive at much quicker 
than in any other way. If there is no objection I will rule that we 
take up the majority report and consider it section by section until we 
arrive at that part of the report which covers the recommendations 
from the Division of Ohio. That far there is no objection, and the 
minority concurs in the majority report. We can take up all these 
matters and dispose of them, and then consider the minority report 
the recommendations from the Division of Ohio.

James D. Rowen of Iowa: Commander, I move if there be no ob­
jection to any section of the report of the committee, that it be taken 

agreed to, without a vote of the house.
*The Senior Vice-Commander: It is so ordered, if there is no ob­

jection. The Chairman of the Committee will proceed with the read­
ing of the report section by section.

The

on

as
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CONSIDERATION OF MAJORITY REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON C., R. AND R.

Brother Edward K. Gould, Chairman of the Committee, proceeded 
with the reading of the report as follows: —

“ Your Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations beg 
leave to submit the following report: —

“Upon resolutions otYered by Past Division Commander Marsh of 
the Illinois Division, the committee recommend the adoption of the fol­
lowing as an additional section to Article III., page 53, of the Rules 
and Regulations: —

“ Suction ”>. The dues of brothers who serve in the army and navy of the 
United States in time of war may be remitted by the Camps of which they are 
members during the time they arc in the service, and while so remitted. Camps 
and Divisions shall not be required to pay per capita tax on such members. 
The names of all brothers whose dues are remitted shall be reported in the 
quarterly return, together with the time during which said remission is to 
continue. ”

The Senior Vice-Commander: Is there objection to this section of 
the report of the committee?

Charles L. Pierce of California: Senior Vice-Commander, as one 
of the members of the Committee on Resolutions, that came before 
us, T want to ask, does that go back, or will it commence with the 
beginning of this quarter?

\V. A. Persouius of New York: Commander, I don’t know how 
we could take any action that would be retroactive. I don’t believe 
we could make an amendment that would take effect before its passage.

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: The back salary legislation in 
Congress was that character. Of course it can be done.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none. If there is no objection it will stand adopted. It is so 
adopted.

Chairman Gould continued the reading of the report as follows : —

“ The resolution offered by the Surgeon-General in his report 
concerning the time in which reports to the Inspector-General, Surgeon- 
Geueral and Chaplain-in-Chief must be presented, and the penalty 
for failing to comply with the same, is returned to the Encampment 
without recommendation.

“ 1 will read the resolution: —
Be it resolved, That the reports to the Departments of the Inspector- 

General, Surgeon-General and Chaplain-in-Chicf shall be made not later than 
July first of each year. The olllccrs of these departments arc hereby forbidden 
to accept reports after this date; and all Divisions failing to report in accord­
ance with this resolution shall be barred from representation at the folloAving 
meeting of the Commandcry-in-Chicf.

“ We submit this without recommendation.”

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, this section of the report 
is before you. What will you do with it?

James D. Rowen of Iowa: Commander, under the report of the 
committee there is nothiug before us on that matter.

. i
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W. P. Feeler of Kansas: Commander, 1 suggest that the date be 

made August 1, for this reason: The Camp Chaplain’s report is not 
due until the 30th day of May; and you cannot get the quarterly re­
ports of Division Quartermasters in much less than thirty or forty days; 
I think the time should be extended.

The Senior Vice-Commander: There is no motion before the body.
W. P. Feder of Kansas: Commander, I move that the date be 

made August 1, aud then I move the adoption of the resolution.
The motion was seconded.
The Senior Vice-Commander: That is a double motion. I will 

have to rule that it is not in order in its present form, as it embraces 
two propositions. With your consent, I will divide the motion and 
put the question first on the motion to change the date from July 1 to 
August 1. Is there objection? The Chair hears none.

W. W. Bisby of Iowa: Commander, I move to lay this motion on

j!

the table.
The motion was not seconded.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The question is on the motion to 

change the date from the first of July to the first of August. All 
those in favor of the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of 
the Order. Down hands. Those opposed same sign. [Cries of 
“ Division,” “ Division.”] A division is called for. Those in favor 
of the motion will please rise and stand until counted. The Adjutant- 
General will count. Be seated. Those opposed will please rise. The 
Adjutant-General will report.

The Adjutant-General: Commander, there are thirty-two brothers 
voting in the affirmative and forty-live in the negative.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The motion is lost, thirty-two vot­
ing in the affirmative and forty-five in the negative. The question is 
now on the adoption of the resolution. Those in favor of the adoption 
of the resolution will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. 
Down hands. Those opposed the same sign. The motion is not 
agreed to, and the resolution is not adopted.

Chairman Gould resumed the reading of the report as follows: —

“We recommend that the changes to the Constitution, Pules and 
Regulations proposed by the Division of Ohio be uon-concurred in.”

The Senior Vice-Commauder: Better skip that for the present. 
Chairman Gould resumed the reading of the report as folloAvs : —

“ We recommend that Article XXV., page 78, Rules and Regu­
lations, relative to the Quartermaster-General, be amended so that it 
will read as follows: —

ARTICLE XXV.
“Section 1. The Quartermaster-General’s Department shall be cstab- 

sureties°eacli S" ™
lars and in the aggregate not less than twice the sum fixed In the bond; and
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the Quartermaster-General shall be elected by the Commandery-in-Chief, and 
his annual salary fixed at §1,500 per annum, lie shall hold office for three 
years. '

“ This section shall take efleet at the meeting of the Commandery-in- 
Chief in the year 1892.” ■

;:Right here I might remark that this amendment touches simply the 
bonds. Under the old clause of the Constitution’ it is fixed arbitrarily 
that there shall be two sureties on the bond, and each surety shall be 
worth 820,000. The committee considered that that might work a 
hardship on some brother, and we have given, in this amendment, the 
privilege to any man who may be elected and chooses to have more than 
two sureties, the aggregate liability of all shall be at least S20,000, and 
the responsibility of each shall be at least 35,000.

:

The Senior Vice-Commander: Is there objection to this section of 
the report of the committee?

F. J. Coates of Nebraska: Commander, I would move to amend 
that bond section so that it will read, “ A bond in the sum of 85,000 
to be given by a Fidelity Company ” instead of individual sureties.

George F. Wolz of Nebraska: Commander, I second that motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The question is now on the adop­

tion of Article XXV., Section 1, as reported by the committee amended 
by the amendment of Brother Coates. All those in favor of the 
motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those 
opposed the same sign. The ayes have it, and the section reported by 
the committee, as amended, is adopted.

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, I want to offer a 
further amendment to that section, and that is that the premium on this 
bond be paid by the Commandery-in-Chief for the Quartermaster- 
General.

;

t

1

F. J. Coates of Nebraska: Commander, I will accept that as a 
part of my motion.

The Senior Vice-Commander: That will have to be made as an
independent motion.

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, T make that as an 
original motion.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was not agreed to.
Chairman Gould: That concludes the majority report. It is

signed, “ Respectfully submitted, Edward K. Gould, Joseph B. Mac- 
cabe, W. W. Bisby, R. D. Houlihan.”

The Senior Vice-Commander: That disposes of the majority re­
port of the Committee on Coustitutiou, Rules and Regulations. What 
shall be done with the minority report of Brother Archer of Ohio?

E. C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, I move that the 
minority report be laid on the table.

The motion was seconded.
E. C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, with the consent of 

my second I withdraw the motion in order to give Brother Archer a
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chance to put the recommendation of his Division before the Encamp­
ment.

138

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the motion 
to lay on the table is withdrawn.

H. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I understood that upon the 
conclusion of the consideration of the majority report, with the excep­
tion of the section in reference to the recommendations from the 
Division of Ohio, the minority report was to be taken up and 
sidered section by section.

The Senior Vice-Commander: That was the understanding of the 
Chair. Brother Archer will proceed with the first part of his minority 
report.

con-

CONSIDERATION MINORITY REPORT, C., R. AND R.

Brother Archer proceeded with the minority report as follows: —
“ The minority report recommends the adoption of the follow­

ing : —
ARTICLE VI.

MEMBERSHIP, IIOW ACQUIRED.
Section 1. Membership in the Order shall be acquired by making appli­

cation on the forms provided for that purpose by the Coininandery-in-Chief to 
a Camp at a stated or called meeting of the same. Said application shall be 
referred to a committee of three by the Captain of the Camp. Said committee 
may make its report the same meeting, and a ballot may be had at that or any 
subsequent meeting of the Camp.”

R. Shaw Van of Iowa: Commander, 1 move the adoption of the 
section recommended.

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, I object to the 
adoption of the section and call for a vote.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Objection is made to the section of 
the report read. Brother Shaw Van moves its adoption. Is there any 
second to the motion?

W. H. Adams of Minnesota: Commander, I rise to a point of 
order. My point of order is that the question is not upon the adoption 
of this report article by article and section by section, but it is upon the 
motion to adopt the majority report, which was a substitute motion 
offered by the brother over there, and by consent, we took up those 
portions where the two reports did not conflict. Now the question be­
fore this house is upon the adoption or non-adoption of the original 
report, on the matter covered by the minority report.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair will rule that the point 
of order is not well taken. The Chair will rule that it is in order to 
take up the minority report section by section and consider it in the 

way that the majority report covering these matters was

i
!!

con-same
sidered.

W. H. Adams of Minnesota: And the Chair rules that this minor­
ity report is before the house, and not the original question, not the 
question of the substitution of the minority report for the majority
ieP°Xhe Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair holds that we must take 
up and consider both of them, section by section, clear through. We
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considered the majority report with the exception of that part of it 
which referred to the recommendations from the Division of Ohio, and 
this minority report is concerning those recommendations; and the 
Chair rules that its consideration is now in order.

W. I-I. Adams of Minnesota: Then, Commander, I appeal from 
the decision of the Chair.

*

The Senior Vice-Commander: The decision of the Chair is ap­
pealed from. Will the Junior Vice-Commander put the question on the 
appeal ?

W. II. Adams of Minnesota: Commander, I withdraw the appeal.
E. H. Archer of Ohio: Commander and brothers, if you will allow 

these sections to be read, and then if you want to discuss them all right, 
and if you want to adopt them all right, and if you don’t want to adopt 
them, all right; but let us do business without undertaking to rehearse 
all the parliamentary law and usage that might have been in existence 
from the foundation of the world down to the present time. [Cries of 
“ Hear them,

James W. Noel of Indiana: Commander, in order to simplify the 
question, and keep the majority report unentaugled from the minority 
report, I now move that the majority report, already considered, be 
now adopted as a whole.

The motion was seconded.

Hear them.”]a

I

A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order, 
submit that you cau’t take a part of a committee report in that way and 
act upon it.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The point of order, in the opiuion 
of the Chair, is well taken. The motion is out of order. The question 
is now upon the section of the majority report which says it does not 
concur in the recommendations made by the Division of Ohio, which 
was passed at the time on the suggestion of the Chair. The chairman 
of the committee will read that section of the majority report.

Chairman Gould read the section of the majority report referred to 
as follows: —

I

.
'

;

“ We recommend that the changes to the Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations proposed by the Division of Ohio be non-concurred in.”

E. I-I. Archer of Ohio: Commander, the Division of Ohio will en­
deavor to exist, and will endeavor to retain her membership in her 
Camps, notwithstanding you are refusing to listen to our suggestions. 
I now withdraw the recommendation from the Division of Ohio, and 
tell you to do what you please.

II. V. Speclman of Ohio: Commander, I object to the withdrawal 
of the recommendation from Ohio.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is objection, the withdrawal 
cannot be made.

H. V. Speclman of Ohio: Commander, I insist that this matter be 
decided upon its merits.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair asked for tho reading of 
that portion of the majority report which bears upon this question, and 
it has been read. The recommendation of the majority report of the
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committee is that the recommendation of the Division of Ohio be not 
concurred in. Do I hear any objection to the adoption of this section 
of the majority report?

H. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I object.
James W. Noel of Indiana: Commander, I move the adoptiou of 

the recommendation.
H. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, on that motion I demand a 

call of the roll.
A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, long ago a motion was made 

to substitute the minority report for the majority report. Pending that 
motion, by unanimous consent, we said we would take up these matters 
section by section.

Quartermaster-General Loebensteiu: Commander, Rule of Order 
No. 26 provides for this case exactly, and if that had been followed 
there would be no complications here at all. Rule No. 26 says, “ When 
a majority report is followed by a report from the minority of the com­
mittee, the former shall lay upon the table until the latter is presented, 
after which on motion, either may be considered.”

The Senior Vice-Commander: The question is now upon the 
minority report.

W. S. Oberdorf of New York: Commander, let us hear the 
minority report of the committee.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The motion is to substitute the 
minority report, and Brother Archer will proceed with the reading of 
the minority report.

Brother Archer proceeded with the reading of the minority report 
as follows: —

Sect. 2. The ballot shall be with white and black balls, and a clear 
ballot required for election to membership. Any application which may be 
rejected shall not be agaiu received until the expiration of six months there­
after.

Sect. 3. After the election to membership the applicant shall, if present, 
orally assume, and in absence, in writing subscribe to the obligation of the 
Order; the Captain of the Camp shall forward to the Division Commander a 
copy of the application with a certificate of the election to membership of the 
applicant, who shall cause the same to be recorded in the Record of Member­
ship, which shall be numbered in consecutive order received, and thereupon 
issue and return to the Camp a diploma of membership in form provided by the 
Commandery-in-Chicf, and bearing the signature and seal attested by the 
Adjutant-General of the Commander-in-Chief, and shall be countersigned by 
the signature and seal, attested by the Adjutant of the Division Commander.

Sect. 4. The Membership Fee shall be §3.00, and annual dues not less 
than one dollar, which membership fee shall accompany the application and 
shall entitle the applicant, if elected, to diploma and badge, and in case of 
rejection of applicant the fee shall be returned to him.

Sect. 5. The Captain of the Camp shall forward to the Division Com­
mander with each application for diploma and badge, SI 00.

Sect. <>. Applications may be made to the Division Commander direct 
and he is authorized upon satisfactory investigation to issue diploma and 
membership badges.

Such members shall be known as “members at large” and shall pay the 
membership fee and annual dues direct to the Division headquarters and 

upon request said member may be assigned to any Camp in the Division ' 
said Camp taking action the same as In cases of membership on transfer

Sect. 7. Upon application of any member in good standing the Cantnln 
shall issue a transfer card of membership.

same
upon
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Membership may be acquired on transfer by making application to a Camp 
and depositing with said application the transfer card and payment of one 
year’s dues.

Sect. S. The Division Commander may issue an honorable discharge to 
any member of a Camp in good standing, and members of Camps who were in 
good standing at the time of dissolution shall be entitled to receive from 
Division Commander, transfer card or honorable discharge.

Sect. Dues shall be paid in advance from date of admission to mem­
bership ; and the Captain shall cause to be issued to each member, upon payment 
of dues, a membership card which shall be iu the form prescribed by the Com- 
mandcry-in-Chicf, and bear the member’s number, diploma number, and past 
rank by him hold.

Sect. 10. The present membership of the Order shall be furnished 
diplomas by the several Divisions as soon as practicable after the adjournment 
of the Commamlory-in-Cliief, and blanks for records of members shall be for­
warded to Captains of each Camp who shall cause each member to sign said 
application form and return same to Division Headquarters. The numbers 
given to members shall be in the order received at Division Headquarters. The 
fee for same shall be twenty-live cents for each member.

R. Shaw Van of Iowa: Senior Vice-Commander, I now move the 
adoption of the majority report.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The motion is out of order. The 
question is on the motion to substitute the minority report for the sec­
tion of the majority report covering the recommendations from the 
Division of Ohio. Those in favor of the motion will so signify by 
the usual voting sign of the Order, Hands dowu. Those opposed the 
same sign. The noes seem to have it. The nocs have it, and the mo­
tion is not agreed to. The question now recurs upon the adoption of 
the majority report as submitted. Those in favor of the motion will 
so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Hands down. Those 
opposed the same sign. The ayes seem to have it. The ayes have it, 
and the majority report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations is adopted.

Next in order will be the report of the committee appointed at the 
last Encampment to prepare a new eligibility clause for the Constitu­
tion. Brother C. T. Oruer of Illinois is Chairman of the Committee. 
Is the committee ready to report?

i
i

!

:

i

i
f
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REPORT OK COMMITTEE ON ELIGIBILITY CLAUSE.

C. T. Orner of Illinois, Chairman of the Special Committee ap­
pointed at the Sixteenth Annual Encampment to draft a new eligibility 
clause for the Constitution, submitted the following report : —
The Officers and Members of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment Sons 

oj Veterans, U.S.A.
We, your committee, appointed by authority of the Sixteenth Au- 

nual Encampment to draft a now eligibility clause, would respectfully 
submit the following as our report, and recommend that it be adopted 
in lieu of

ARTICLE V. CHAPTER I.
Section 1. All male descendants not less than eighteen years of age, of 

soldiers, sailors or marines who served in the Union Army or Navy, aud of such 
State troops as were called into active service under the command of United 
States ofllccrs, during the War of the Rebellion, aud who were iu the service at 
the close of said war, or who, by reason of death or honorable discharge,
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severed tlieir connection therewith before the close of said war, shall be oli 
gible to membership, provided that no person shall be eligible who has ever been 
convicted of any infamous crime, or who has, or whose father has ever borno 
arras against the Government of the United States of America.

C. P. ORNER, Chairman, 
W. II. RUSSELL. ’

C. T. Orner of Illinois: Commander, I move the adoption of this
article.

F. II. B. McDowell of Wisconsin: Commander, I second the
motion.

J. D. Rowen of Iowa: Commander, I move an amendment to the 
article, to insert immediately after the words, “ or whose father has 
ever,” the word “ willingly,” so that the sentence will read, “ Or whose 
father has ever willingly borne arms against the Government of the 
United States of America.”

C. T. Orner of Illinois: Commander, the committee will modify 
the wording of the article a little, and beg leave to submit it in this 
form: —

:
!

Section 1. All male descendants, not less than eighteen years of age, of 
soldiers, sailors or marines, who served in the Union Army or Navy, and of 
such State troops as served under the command of United States general 
officers during the Civil War, and who were in the service at the close of said 
war, or who by reason of death or honorable discharge severed their connection 
therewith before the close of said war, shall be eligible to membership, pro­
vided that no person shall be eligible who has ever been convicted of any 
infamous crime, or who has, or whose father has ever willingly borne arms 
against the Government of the United States of America.

H. I-I. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move to amend 
the wording of that article as reported by the committee, by striking 
out the words “ male descendants” and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words, “ sous not less than eighteen years of age.” Strike out the 
words, “ male descendants ” and insert in lieu thereof the word u sons” ; 
so that it will read, “ All sons not less than eighteen years of age of 
deceased and honorably discharged soldiers,” etc.; and strike out the 
words “ Union Army” and insert in lieu thereof <£ United States ser­
vice,” so that it will read, “ In the United States service.”

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair hears no second to the 
amendments moved by the brother from Pennsylvania.

H. H. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Commander, I desire to submit 
the following amendment to the committee: To strike out the words,
“ male descendants ” and insert in lieu thereof the word “ sons,” so as 
to make it read, “ All sons not less than eighteen years of age of de- • 
ceased or honorably discharged soldiers, sailors or marines in the ser­
vice of the United States during the Civil War.”

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The brother will state his point of

E. H. Archer of Ohio: Commander, my point of order is that the 
rules require that all motions and amendments shall be submitted to the 
Commandery-in-Chief in writing, and Brother Hammer is not conform- 
ing to the rule.

i
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order
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The Senior Vice-Commander: There is such a clause in the Con­
stitution, and no written resolution has been sent in.

E. C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, I move that the 
motion be laid on the table.

Charles L. Pierce of California: Commander, I second the motion.
W. II. Russell of Kansas: Commander, the committee have now 

modified the clause so as to read: —
Suction 1. All male descendants uot less than eighteen years of age of 

soldiers, sailors or marines, who served in the Union Army or Navy, and of 
such State troops as served under the command of United States officers dur­
ing the Civil War, and who were in the service at the close of said war, or 
who by reason of death or honorable discharge severed their connection there­
with before the close of said war, shall be eligible to membership, provided 
that no person shall be eligible, who has ever been convicted of any iufaraous 
crime, or who has, or whose father has ever borne arms against the Govern­
ment of the United States of America."

E. C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, by consent cf the 
Commandery-iu-Ckief I will withdraw my motion to lay on the tabic.

Charles L. Pierce of California: Commander, as the seconder of 
that motion I do not consent.

A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, I move to amend the motion 
to lay on the table so as to make it read, “ to lay this matter upon the 
table until the next session of this Encampment.”

Charles L. Pierce of California: Commander, I am willing to 
accept that amendment.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The amendment is then to lay this 
matter over until tomorrow morning. Is that amendment seconded ?

The motion was not seconded.
II. II. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move to amend 

the section so as to make it read as follows: —
“ All male descendants not less thau eighteen years of age of sol-

!
I

i

:
*

Ii
diers, sailors or marines who were in the service of the Uuited States, 
and of such State troops as served under the command of United States
officers.”

The Senior Vice-Coinmander: Is there a second to the amendment 
offered by Brother Hammer? The Chair hears none. The question 
is on the motion to lay upon the table. As many as are in favor of 
the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. [Cries 
of “ Division,” “ Division.”] Those in favor of the motion will so 
signify by rising to their feet. The Adjutant-General will couut. Be 
seated. Those opposed to the motion will now rise. The Adjutant- 
General will report.

The Adjutant-General: Commander, there were thirty-three voting 
in the affirmative and fifty-seven voting in the negative.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The motion to lay on the table is 
lost. The question now recurs upon the adoption of the report.

E. II. Archer of Ohio: And on that question, Commauder, I move 
the previous question.

The motion for the previous question was seconded by brothers 
from two other Divisions.

•i *
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The Senior Vice-Commander: The question is, shall the main ques­
tion be now put. Those in favor of the motion will so siguify by the
usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed the 

sign. The previous question is carried. The question is 
upon the adoption of the eligibility clause as reported by the committee. 
Those in favor of the adoption will so signify by the usual voting sign 
of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign, 
seem to have it. [Cries of “ Division,” “ Division.”] 
is called for. Those in favor of the adoption of the eligibility clause 
as reported by the committee, will rise to their feet and stand until 
counted. The Adjutant-General will count. Be seated. Those op­
posed will rise.

The Adjutant-General: Commander, there are fifty-one voting in 
the affirmative and forty-three voting in the negative.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The clause as reported by the com­
mittee is adopted.

II. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I rise to a point of order.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The brother will state his point of

same now

The noes 
A division

order.
II. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, my point of order is that 

the Chair is in error in pronouncing the eligibility clause as reported 
by the committee adopted. It is a constitutional amendment, and 
under the rules requires a majority of the aggregate membership of the 
Encampment to adopt it. Fifty-one is not a majority of the member­
ship of this Encampment, and the amendment is hot adopted.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair must rule that the point 
of order is well taken, and the Chair was in error. Fifty-one is a ma­
jority of those voting, but is not a majority of the membership of the 
body, such as is required to pass a Constitutional amendment. The 
section is not adopted.

E. W. Estes of New York: Commander, I move that the Encamp­
ment now take a recess until 9 o’clock tomorrow' morning.

The motion w*as seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

WEDNESDAY — MORNING SESSION.

Wednesday, Sept. 14, 1898, 9\80 o’clock a.m.
The Encampment met pursuant to adjournment.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The Encampment will please come 

to order. If there are any brothers present who have not yet presented 
their credentials they will please present them at once to the Adjutant- 
General, in order that they may be passed upon. I understand that 

in this morning. The Adjutant-General will 
of brothers w'hose credentials have been passed upon 

bv the committee since the last report; and if there is no objection 
f^om the other members

an-some have come 
nounce the names

ment will be taken as a
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.SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS.
/The Adjutant-General: Commander, the credentials of Past Com­

mander W. II. Davis of the Nebraska Division, Delegate C. E. Sampson 
of the Nebraska Division, and Alternate II. A. Russell of the Kansas 
Division have been passed upon and approved by the Committee on 
Credentials, and these brothers accordingly are entitled to seats and 
votes in this Encampment.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the brother’s’ 
names will be accredited as members of this Encampment and placed 
upon the roll call this morning.

Before proceeding further with the business of the Encampment, 
the luspector-Geueral will please satisfy himself that all present are 
entitled to remain.

*

The Inspector-General: Commauder, all present are entitled to
remain.

The Senior Vice-Commander: I am informed that the Adjutant- 
General’s book has not yet arrived, and we will defer the roll call for a 
few moments. Are there any committees ready to report?

George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, the Committee on 
Ollicers’ Reports and Distribution of Work is ready to report.

FREE ADMISSION TO THE EXPOSITION GROUNDS.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Before taking up the report of the 
Committee on Ollicers’ Reports the Chair would announce that arrange­
ments have been made whereby all members of this Encampment who 
present themselves, wearing the badge of the Order, at the east en­
trance of the Exposition grounds, between 10 and 11 o’clock, will be 
admitted to the Exposition free of charge.

PAST HONORS OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF DARLING.

There is one more matter to which 1 wish to allude. It has come 
to my ears, it has been stated to me, that in occupying this Chair as the 
presiding ollicer of this Encampment, 1 am taking from our Comman- 
der-in-Chicf his past rank. I wish it understood positively that such 
is not the case. 1 take nothing from our Commauder-iu-Chief of his 
past honors. 1 am simply acting iu his place aud for him during this 
Encampment.

We will now proceed with the report of the Committee on Officers’
Reports.

II. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, inasmuch as this is one of 
the most important reports that will come before this body, I thiuk it 
should be heard by the entire Encampment, and I would suggest the 
probable absence of a quorum.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair will rule that even five 
members of the Commandery are a quorum for the transaction of busi­
ness in the Commandery-iu-Chief, if the number has not been pre- 

I know of no reason why the other members of this Encamp-scribed.
ment should not be present at this time. It is not our fault if they are 
not here.

E. W. Estes of New York: Commauder, I rise to a point of order. 
Section 5, Article III., page 38 of the Constitution, Rules and Regu-

10
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lations says, “ A majority of all the officers and representatives re­
ported present and entitled to a vote in the Commandcry-in-Chief, shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of all business.” My point of 
order is that there is not a quorum present.

A. W. .1 ones of Ohio: Commander, 1 submit that it is assumed 
that there is a quorum present until a roll call shows that there is not.

!
I

!
GREETINGS FROM HIE L. A. S.

C. T. Orner of Illinois: Commander, I am informed that a 
mittce from the Ladies’ Aid Society is in waiting to present the greet­
ings of that body to our Order.

- The Senior Vice-Commander: Up to the present time the roll call 
has not been called, aud there is no proof that there is not a quorum 
present; but to obviate any question about that matter, if we will now 
receive this committee from the Ladies’ Aid there will probably be a 
quorum present when we are ready to resume business.

C. T. Orner of Illinois: Commander, I move that the Encampment 
take a recess of five miuules for the reception of the committee from 
the Ladies’ Aid Society, and that a committee be appointed to receive 
them.

eoiii-

i!

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair will appoint as such 

committee Brother Orner of Illinois, Brother Goulding of Massachu­
setts, Brother Church of Illinois, Brother I-Iaycraft of Minnesota and 
the Inspector-General. The committee will receive the ladies and 
escort them to the platform.

The Encampment now takes recess for five minutes.
The committee appointed by the Commander escorted the com­

mittee from the Ladies’ Aid to the platform.
C. T. Orner of Illinois: Commander, I have the honor of intro­

ducing to this Encampment the committee from the Ladies’ Aid So­
ciety, who have come here to give us their annual greeting.

1 have the pleasure of introducing to you Miss Freemans of Col­
orado, Miss Wallace of Indiana, Miss Russ of Iowa, Miss Kuhn of 
Nebraska, and Miss Fielding of Ohio.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Ladies, it gives us pleasure to re­
ceive you at this time, and unquestionably the Encampment, will be 
pleased to hear your greeting.

Miss Freemans : Sons of Veterans, Greetings. We are a committee 
to brill" to you the greetings of your Ladies’ Auxiliary. For your 
deeds in the past we congratulate you, and for your future we tender 
our best wishes. Recent tests have proven that with the freedom 
of our country entrusted to our Sons ol Vjgrans, our ling is stm 
there" Our hopes for your Order enn best be expressed by the simple

:

il

lines: .. y„u meet aeain
The present to :,,Ulc rijrlit. In nil you do and sav ;
That «ood'rndt n,ay oft he reaped Iron, seeds sown here today.-

[Applause.]
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The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, I fully realize my inability 
to respond to the greeting of the ladies in an appropriate manner. X 
have, ordered out a detail to search for Past Commander-in-Chief Mac- 
cube and Past Commander-in-Chief Russell, and the detail has not 
succeeded in bringing them in.

I will say to the ladies on behalf of the Order that it gives us great 
pleasure at this time to receive their greetings. We know full well the 
work you are doing, and appreciate the assisting hand which you hold 
out to us as an organization. We hope that the future of your organ­
ization may be bright and prosperous, and that the help and assistance 
which you have extended to us in the past may ever be held out to us. 
You are heartily welcome. [Applause.]

The committee from the Ladies’ Aid retired, escorted by the com­
mittee appointed by the Senior Vice-Commander.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Encampment will now come to 
order. The Adjutant-General will call the roll.

The Adjutant-General called the roll.
(Roll call No. 3.)

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OE COMMITTEE OX CREDENTIALS.
The Adjutant-General: Commander, the Committee on Credentials 

have to report that they have passed upon the additional credentials 
presented by the Division of Iowa certifying that Brother J. II. York 
has been appointed substitute for delegate-at-large.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The report will be received and 
adopted if there is no objection. The Chair hears none and it is so 
ordered.

•Junior Vice-Commauder-in-Chief Noel will take the station of 
Senior Vice-Commauder-in-Chief, and Brother l\arkiuson of New York 
will act as Junior Vice-Commander.

The next business in order is the report of the Committee on 
(Juicers’ Reports and Distribution of Work. Wc will hear from Brother 
Abbott, chairman of that committee.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS* REPORTS, ETC.

Chairman Abbott submitted and read the following report from the 
Committee on Officers’ Reports and Distribution of Work.

To the Officers and Brothers of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment 
of the Commandertf- in-Chief Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
Your Committee on Ollicers’ Reports and Distribution of .Work 

respectfully reports as follows: —
At the request of the Acting Commander-in-Chief we increased 

the membership of our committee, by adding to its membership, Past 
Col. II. E. Cowdin of Michigan. Past Commander-in-Chief Maccabe 
was relieved by the Commander from serving on this committee. Much 
of the work of'the Committee on Resolutions and on Constitution, Rules 
and Regulations was passed directly to said committees without passing 
through the hands of this committee.
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While we would be pleased to dwell in particular upon the excel­
lence of the report of each ofllcer submitted to the Commandery-in- 
Chief, time and space will not permit, but that each has performed his 
duty faithfully and well is evident from the good shape in which we 
find the Order, and the Commandery-iu-Chief should feel grateful for 
the fidelity and assiduity each has displayed in his particular field of 
work.

■

. i

That our beloved Commander-in-Chief responded early to his 
country’s call and is now away serving loyally in a foreign land, is 
sufficient commendation of his work, and a sublime example that the 
teachings of our Order are not vain words, and that as its chief repre­
sentative he has placed our star high in the firmament of our Nation’s 
glory, winning our sublime admiration and applause. [Applause.]

The Junior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the report 
of this committee will be considered under the rule adopted for the con­
sideration of the reports of other committees of this Encampment, that 
is, section by section. You have heard the reading of the report thus 
far. If there is no objection it will be taken as concurred in. The 
Chair hears uo objection, and it is so ordered.

Chairman Abbott: Taking up the decisions of the Commander-in- 
Chief, we recommend that all the decisions of Commander-in-Chief 
Darling be approved, with the exceptions hereinafter noted: —

i

; Decision XVIII. This decision holds that if a Division Encamp­
ment fixes upon a charge to be made for the issuance of commissions to 
Camp officers, and such officers decline to pay such charge, that the 
Division Commander may, after notice to the delinquent, order the 
officer next in rank to assume command of the Camp.

Your committee cannot concur in this decision for the reason that 
in our opinion when a brother is elected and duly installed in his office, 
his commission as such officer cannot be withheld for any reason by the 
authority whose duty it is under the supreme law of the Order to issue 
such commission, but that the law requiring the issuance of a commis­
sion to a duly elected and installed officer is mandatory and admits of 
no further contingencies.

This decision is reversed.
The Junior Vice-Commander: Brothers, you have heard this sec­

tion of the report of the committee recommending the reversal of the 
decision, No. 18, of Commander-in-Chief Darling. Is there any objec­
tion to this section of the report of the committee?

Edward K. Gould of Maine: Commander, I wish to say that the 
recommendation of the committee is directly in opposition to the action 
of this Encampment taken some years ago. The decision of the Com­
mander-in-Chief is right in line with the precedents.

The Junior Vice-Commander: There being objection, the question 
is on the adoption of this section of the report of the committee. Those 
in favor of the adoption of the reportw.il so signify by the usual voting 
simi of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign, qq,® 
ayes seem to have it. The ayes have it, and the report of the committee
is adopted.

i
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Chairman Abbott: Decision XXIII. This decision holds that a 
Past Captain joining a Camp by transfer, takes precedence as such in 
said Camp from the date of his admission, rather than from the date 
when he acquired his past honors.

Your committee does not believe this to be the law, but would hold 
that such Past Captain would rank in seniority from the date of his 
attaining his past rank.

The decision is reversed.
The Junior Vice-Commander: Is there any objection to this sec­

tion of the report of the committee? If not, it will stand as adopted. 
The Chair hears no objection and it is so ordered.

Chairman Abbott: Decision XXVI. This decision is of the same

!

tenor as Decision XXIII.., and is reversed for the same reason.
The Junior Vice-Commander: Is there any objection? If not it 

will stand as adopted. The Chair hears no objection and it is adopted.
Chairman Abbott: Decision XI. In the Fremont Tietze case, 

while we sustain the right of the Commander-in-Chief to grant a rehear­
ing in this case upon the ground of newly discovered evidence, we must 
hold that his action in trying and adjudicating the matter was unauthor­
ized and void, and that such hearing should have been referred to this 
Commandery. However, we have taken jurisdiction of the case and 
having duly considered all the evidence, we find that the eligibility of 
said Fremont Tietze is clearly established. In view of such conclu­
sion we recommend that said Fremont Tietze be permitted to make 
application to any Camp of the Order, and that any disabilities existing 
on account of any previous action of this body be removed.

The Junior Vice-Commander: Is there any objection? If not, it 
will stand adopted. The Chair hears no objection and it will stand 
adopted.

Chairman Abbott: The special orders issued by the Commauder- 
in-Chief have been reviewed and their approval recommended.

The Junior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection this section 
of the report of the committee will be approved. The Chair hears none 
and it is so ordered.

Chairman Abbott: In the matter of the recommendation of the 
Senior Vice-Commauder-in-Chief, that in view of the work of Adjutant 
Eddy of the Michigan Division, he be given a medal of honor; while we 
recognize his splendid and successful work in the raising of Companies 
“ L ” of the Thirty-third and “ B ” of the Thirty-fifth Michigan In­
fantry, many others have also done similar work, and it would not be 
just to single out one individual upon whom to confer this distinction. 
A\re recommend that it be not concurred in.

The Junior Vice-Commander: Is there any objection to this section
The Chair hears no

!

of the report? If not, it will stand adopted, 
objection and it is adopted.

Chairman Abbott: In the matter of the recommendation of the 
Adjutant-General, in regard to Gould’s Digest. AVe consider it a 
creditable compilation of the opinions and decisions heretofore rendered 
by Commanders-in-Chief- and Judge Advocates-General, and commend 
it as such to officers and members of the Order.
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The Junior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the 

will stand adopted. The Chair hears none and it is so adopted.
Chairman Abbott: In reference to the matter of bonds — that is 

the question of giving surety bonds, giving Camps and Divisions and 
Commander-in-chief authority to accept surety bonds in place of

section:

. per­
sonal bonds, we recommend that m States where there is statutory pro­
vision for surety bonds, that Camps or Divisions may receive the same 
and the paying for them shall be optional, or shall be a matter of 
arrangement between the parties to the bond.

The Junior Vice-Commander: Is there any objection to the section?
A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, I understand from the chair­

man of the committee that he apprehends that in some States a surety 
company bond would not be good. I confess that 1 can’t understand 
that situation. I am perfectly well aware that in many of the States 
there are conditions attached to official bonds in this, that they shall be 
signed by freeholders, etc., but that does not refer to this Order. 
There could be no question in the world in my judgment but what a 
surety company’s bond anywhere in the United States is a good, com­
mon law bond; and therefore I sec no purpose in discriminating with 
reference to States, if it make the distinction.

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, I move this section 
lay on the table. As I understand, this matter is explicitly covered by 
the report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.

Chairman Abbott: In that case, Commander, it may be considered 
as withdrawn.

■;

i

The Junior Vice-Commander: Is there any objection from any 
member of the Committee on Officers’ Reports to the withdrawing of 
this section of the report? If not, it may be withdrawn. The Chair 
hears none and this section is withdrawn.

Chairman Abbott: The recommendation of the Surgeon-General 
regarding the date of submitting reports, was referred to the Committee 
on Constitution, Rules and Regulations.

The Junior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the section 
read is concurred iu. The Chair hears none and it is so ordered.

Chairman Abbott: We recommend that the petition of Camp No. 
9, Division of Connecticut, relative to a Past Division Commander 
receiving past honors or receiving an honorable discharge be denied, on 
the ground that we have no constitutional right to grant the same.

Chairman Abbott: The resolutions referred to in the last recom­
mendation are as follows: They are in the form of resolutions, but it 
is really a petition.

is

j

Wiiereas, Lucicn F. Burpee was duly elected a member of and initiated 
into Chatfleld Camp, Sons of Veterans, of Waterbury, New Haven Countv
Connecticut, in 188-1. and continued an active member thereof until----- , ^hen
said Camp disbanded, at which time, at his request, lie was liouorablv dis­
charged from our Order, holding the rank of Past Colonel; and

Whereas Said Lucien F. Burpee became an active member of 
Lincoln Camp No. 9 in 1896, July Id which Camp was organized in 
and has since continued to be and still i& an actne member thereof 
therefore

.!)

;
Abraham

1894, 
i Row,
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Be it resolved By this Camp that it is our firm belief and claim that said 
Lucicn F. Burpee by said discharge did not forfeit his said honors, and that if 
lie did he became reinvested with them, and all the rights and privileges inci­
dent thereto, upon his initiation into said Camp Abraham Lincoln No. 9, 
July 13, 1S96; and

Be it further resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, properly authenti­
cated, be presented at the next annual Encampment of our Order, to be held at 
New Haven on the 11th day of February, 1S98, with the request that they be 
adopted and forwarded to the next annual Encampment for action thereon.

Dated at Waterbury, this 7th day of February, A.I). 1S98.

The Junior Vice-Commander: You have heard the recommendation
of the committee. If there is no objection to this section of the report 
it will stand as adopted. The Chair hears no objection and it is so 
adopted.

Chairman Abbott : In regard to the eligibility clause recommended 
by the Judge Advocate-General, the same was referred to the special 
committee on that subject.

The Junior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the section 
of the report read will be adopted. The Chair hears no objection and 
it is so ordered.

Chairman Abbott: AVe concur in the recommendation of Brother 
Stillings relative to military instruction in public schools.

Chairman Abbott: The recommendation of Brother Stillings 
referred to by the committee is as follows: —!

Boston, Mass., Sept. 8, 1898. • 1
To the Officers and Members of the Seventeenth National Encampment* 

Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
Brothers: Having been detailed by the Commandcr-iu-Chief in 

General Orders No. G, to take charge of matters relating to the securing 
of national legislation furthering the interest of military instruction in 
public schools, I beg leave to report as follows: —

A bill was introduced in the Fifty-fifth Congress; in the House on 
Jan. 14, 1898, by Representative Hull and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs; in the Senate on Jan. 25, 1898, by Senator Bur­
rows, which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs.

!
!

Owing to the pressure of other legislation caused by the late war, 
it was deemed inadvisable to press this matter, as the main object, 
which was the detailing of oflicers of the army and navy (both com­
missioned and non-commissioned) to act as instructors iu military drill 
in public schools, could not possibly be attained during this period.

Thus practically no advancement has been made, though the pros­
pect for successful work during the coming sessions of Cougress should 
be very good indeed.

I received communications from nearly all Division Headquarters, 
detailing brothers for duty in this work, but have not issued instructions 
for the reasons previously stated.

All papers and instructions are properly filed and ready for the 
continuation of the work.
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In conclusion I would respectfully recommend that a similar detail 
be made by the incoming Commander-in-Chief, as the opportunity for 
advancement in this direction is doubly good; the lessons taught by 
our late war will not soon be forgotten.

Respectfully yours in F., C. and L.,

CHARLES A. STILLINGS.
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The Junior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the recom­
mendation of the committee will be concurred in. The Chair hears no 
objection and it is so ordered.

Chairman Abbott: Commander, that concludes the report. It is 
respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., and signed “ George B. Abbott, 
Chairman, William E. Bundy, W. II. Russell, and II. E. Cowdin, 
Secretary.”

II. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I move the adoption of the 
report of the committee as a whole.

L. E. Merchant of Michigan: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to and the report of the committee adopted 

as a whole.

V

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON C., R. AND R.

E. lv. Gould of Maine: Commander, the Committee on Con­
stitution, Rules and Regulations have another report they would like to 
make.

The Senior Vice-Commander (haviug resumed the chair) : If there 
is no objection we will hear from the Committee on Constitution, Rules 
and Regulations. The Chairman will proceed.

Chairman Gould of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations, submitted the following report: —

To the Commander-in-Chief and Officers of the Seventeenth Annual En­
campment, Sons of Veterans, XJ.S.A.
The Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regulations recommend 

the following amendment to Chapter V., Article VII., page Gl, of the 
Constitution, Rules and Regulations, as follows: —

Section 8. In all cases where bonds are required to be furnished by 
officers of Camps, Divisions, and of the Conunandcry-in-Chicf, the bond of 
any surety company authorized to do business in the State in which the olllcer 
is required to give the bond, or any company authorized to transact business 
under an act of Congress approved August 13, 1894, may be accepted as sole 
surety thereon; and the premium on the bond of the Commander-in-Chief shall 
be defrayed from the funds of the Coraniandcry-iu-Cliiof.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, you have heard the sup­
plementary report of the Committee on Constitution, Rules and Regu­
lations. The question is on the adoption of the report. If there is no 
objection the report will stand as adopted. Ihe Chair hears none and 
it is so ordered. The report will stand adopted as read. What is th 
further pleasure of the Commandery?

e



REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE. 153

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

Harlan Thomas of Colorado: Commander, the Committee on Res­
olutions is prepared to make a partial report.

The Senior Vice-Commander: We will hear the report of the 
Committee on Resolutions.

Harlan Thomas of Colorado, Chairman of the Committee on Reso­
lutions, submitted the following report: —

To the Officers and Members of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment, 
Cornmandemj-in-Chiefs Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
The committee submit the followiug resolutions submitted to the

, Sons of Veterans,committee by Camp No.------ , Division of
U.S.A.: —

\

Whereas, Recognizing the true patriotism, self-sacriflcc anti prompt obe­
dience to the call of their country by the many Sons of Vetcraus, whether 
members of the Order or not, wish to record our appreciation, oiler the fol­
lowing resolution:

“ Resolved, That the names of members of this Camp who arc now, or have 
been, in l.hc army or navy of the United States of America during the Spanish 
or Cuban-American War of ISOS, be transferred to a roll of honor, and that 
they be relieved from payment of all dues.

That Sons of Veterans, not now members of the Order, who served in the 
United States army or navy in the Spanish or Cuban-American War of ISOS be 
invited to become members of the Order and this Camp, and upon favorable 
action being taken upon their application and their initiation, tlicir names be 
entered on the rolls of this Camp as honorary members, and they be relieved 
from the payment of all dues.

That all honorary members shall have all the rights and privileges of 
active members (except the right to election as Captain, First and Second 
Lieutenants, and members of the Camp Council). Provided, however, if desiring 
to enter the line of ollicc they may do so by tendering the dues, and shall there­
after become active members and subject to all dues.

That the foregoing docs in no way relieve the Camps from per capita tax 
to the Commandcry-in-Chicf, which shall be the same as now, on all members 
in good standing in the Camp.

!
i

I
I

i
!

These resolutious are not signed and the committee does not recom­
mend their adoption.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the report of 
the committee will be concurred in. I hear no objection and it is so 
ordered.

Chairman Thomas continued the reading of the report as follows: —
Resolved, That the rank of Past Captain be conferred upon John F. Jenkins 

of P. C. Van Wyck Camp, No. 104,’Division of New York.
This resolution is offered by the New York delegation and is ac­

companied by the followiug statement from the Commander of that 
Division, and James R. Swain, Delegate-at-Large: —

44 John S. Jenkins served as Captain of Post 92 of the Post System, 
Sons of Veterans, New York. His Camp was in existence a number 
of years prior to the consolidation in New York. Owing to dissension 
in the Post it was permitted to die, and Jenkins and the best class of 
the members of the Post formed a Camp in Siug Sing which is now
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pursuing an honorable existence in the New York Division. AppliCa. 
tiou was made to the Headquarters of the New York Division several 
years ago for information regarding the possibility of having past 
honors conferred upon Brother Jenkins, but the matter has never been 
presented to the Commandery-in-Chief until now. AVe cordially hope 
that there will be no objection to the request of the delegation being 
granted. If the committee cares to have any further information we 
will be pleased to impart it.

The committee recommend that the resolution be concurred in.
The Senior Vice-Commander: No objection being offered, the 

section will stand adopted as read. The Chair hears no objection and 
it is so adopted.

Chairman Thomas continued the reading of the report as follows : —
The following resolution and recommendation were passed by the 

Eighteenth Annual Encampment of the Pennsylvania Division Sons of 
Veterans, U.S.A., and directed to be presented to the Seventeenth 
Annual Eucampment of the Commandery-in-Chief: —
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Headquarters Gen. Geo. G. Meade Camp No. 1G, £ 
S. of V., Pennsylvania Division, U.S.A. ) 

Reading, Pa., June 10, 1808.

To the Colonel, Officers and Delegates of the Eighteenth Division En­
campment, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
Brethren: At the regular meeting of the Camp, held on Tuesday, 

May 31, 1898, the following resolutions were adopted: —
Whereas, On June, 1888, this Camp did court-martial Brother James 

Houser for conduct unbecoming a member in his relations to the Order, and
Whereas, Said James Houser has expressed his sincere repentance and has 

made a written request to be again allowed to become a member of this Camp, 
therefore

i

I

Jtesolved, That we, the brothers of Meade Camp, No. 1(5, S. of V., do re­
spectfully petition the Eighteenth Division Encampment to instruct the dele­
gates to the National Encampment to endeavor to have the verdict of “Dishon­
orable discharge” of said court-martial set aside and said James Houser rein­
stated as a member of this Camp.

I

Respectfully yours, in F., C. and E.,

George F. Eckert, Captain. 
Ben F. IIollknback,

' L. S. Ramsey,
Committee.Attest :

II. A. Gable, 1st Sergeant.'

Your committee recommends favorable action by the Commandery- 
in-Chief on this resolution.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, you have heard the re­
port of the committee; is there any objection i If there is no objection 
it will stand adopted as read. The Chair hears no objection and it is 
so adopted.
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Chairman Thomas continued the reading of the report as follows : — :'
Piiillipsburg, Pa., June 14, 1808.

Resolutions presented by direction of Captain Edgar H. Ruhl 
Camp No. 33, S. of V., U.S.A.

Resolved. That this Division Encampment instruct its delegates to Coni- 
raandery-in-Chief Encampment, to be held at Omaha, Neb., to ask that the 
honors and rank of Past Captain be restored to brothers John C. Hoffman and 
Robert S. Stable, of Camp 33, York, Pa

The reasous for the above requests are hereunto set forth in Ex­
hibits A and B.

Yours in F., C. and L.,
Paul Smyser, Past Captain.
II. G. Ligiitner, Past Captain. 
J. C. Cole, Delegate.
John W. Stable, Delegate. 
Edward W. Neuman, Delegate.

EXHIBIT A.

That Brother J. C. Hoffman having served faithfully and honorably 
as Captain of the aforesaid Camp, was through and by the careless­
ness or neglect of duty on the part of Quartermaster-Sergeant, dropped 
from the roll of the Camp.

Brother Iloffman is now a member of our Camp (for the past five 
years) and was the first Captain of our Camp.

EXHIBIT B.

Brother R. S. Stable was a member iii good standing and was 
serving his second term as Captain when he was shot down in frout of 
the Captain’s station in the Camp room, by a member whom he thought 
his friend, without a moment s warning. His life hung in the balance 
for a long time and he allowed himself to be dropped owing to the re­
pugnance he felt to visiting the scene of his shooting.

lie is now a member again and we ask the restoration of his 
honors for the good of Camp 33.

The committee recommend the adoption of the resolution.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Is there auy objection to the ‘resolu­

tion? If not, it will stand adopted. The Chair hears none and it is so 
ordered.

\

Chairman Thomas continued the reading of the report as follows : —
Philadelphia, May, 1898.

To the Ojjkers and Delegates of Eighteenth Division Encampment, 
Pennsylvania Division, Sons of Veterans.
Understanding that Congress is authorizing the construction of 

many new war ships for the United States Navy, some to be named 
after States and Territories and others after distinguished meu; and

Whereas, Abraham Lincoln, whose name as yet has not been honored 
in the selection of names for any vessel of the navy; who in life was one of 
the greatest and most honest Presidents of the United States, true to the trust
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that God and his people had placed upon him; a man gentle m spirit and 
charitable to all men; having no selfish aim or ambition for Ins own future 
welfare, but a life devoted faithfully in love to the uplifting of a poor and 
down-trodden race, that they might be free to share and enjoy the blessings 
that their Creator had given them, and assured in the Declaration of Independ­
ence that all men were created “ free and equal,” and who gave his life as 
final sacrifice, that we might have a united country under one flag, redeemed 
from slavery into liberty with a new birth of freedom, 11 that a government of 
the people, for the people, and by the people, should not perish from the earth ” 
Therefore, be it

a

;
: Resolved, That we, the delegates of the Eighteenth Annual Encampment, 

petition the Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the Comniaudery-in-Chief, held 
at Omaha, Neb., to prepare a resolution and present it to Congress, asking 
them to make an exception and name a United States battleship “Abraham 
Lincoln.”

: '
i
'

11

(Signed) EDEN M. BALLANTINE.
. Endorsed:

W. B. McNulty, Quartermaster.
■

The committee recommends favorable action by the Commandcry- 
in-Chicf upon the resolution, but recommends the striking out of the 
word 44 Abraham ” in the proposed name.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Is there objection to this resolution 
recommended by the committee? Objection having been offered, the 
question is on the adoption of the resolution.

L. W. Kennedy of Colorado; Commander, I move the adoption of 
the resolution as recommended by the committee.

The motion was seconded.
C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, I would suggest 

that the name of the Secretary of the Navy be substituted for 44 Con­
gress ” in the resolution.

The Senior Vice-Commander put the question on the motion to 
adopt the resolution as recommended by the committee, and the motion

!
5

:
was agreed to.

Chairman Thomas resumed the reading of the report as follows : —

Whereas, The events of the past year in our national life have demon­
strated to the world that the patriotic teachings of our Order have quickened 
into action that love of country and glory in our flag which is the heritage of 
every Son of a Veteran; and

Whereas, When the call to arms was sounded by our beloved President 
that Cuba might be free, there came from Camp and Division and Commandory-
in-Chief a quick and unanimous response; and

Whereas, In nearly every regiment of volunteers and in many of the 
ships of our navy, in this war with Spain, were found Sons of Veterans, faith­
fully and valiantly defending the flag of our country, even unto death; and

Whereas Desirous of showing its appreciation of those of our members 
whose privilege it was to be enrolled in the army and navy of our country ]n 
to Cuban War, and to take part in the co.iU.ot for human liberty and progress;
it is hereby

TipBy the Commandcry-ln-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A
that ^h^S^venteei/ui Anmml lOncainpment ^^01/°^

S name! number ot Camp, rank in cV and^i
honor w
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in the service of the United States of every member of the Order who 
volunteered in defence of our country in the late war; and be it further

Resolved, That Commanders of Divisions are hereby ordered to have rolls 
prepared by Commanders of Camps forthwith, which shall contain this 
information, and to have such rolls forwarded to the Adjutant-General, within 
sixty days, for such publication.

The committee recommend the adoption of this resolution.
The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection it will stand 

adopted. The Chair hears no objection and it is so adopted. The 
question is now on the adoption of the report as a whole.

Paul II. Limbach of Colorado: Commander, I move the adoption 
of the report as a whole.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

>

I

i

iREPORT* OF COMMITTEE ON RITUAL.

The Senior Vice-Comnmnder: The next business in order is the 
report of the Committee on Ritual. Is the Committee on Ritual ready 
to report?

C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, the Committee on 
Ritual beg leave to submit the following report: —

To the Officer# and Members of' the Seventeenth National Encampment,
Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.
The Committee on the Revision of the Ritual begs leave to submit 

the following report: —
This committee was appointed under the authority of a resolution 

adopted by the Sixteenth Annual Encampment.
Pursuant to this authority, the Commander-in-Chief, by Paragraph 

3, General Orders No. G, Series 1897, announced the membership as 
follows: —

C. D. Rooney, Massachusetts, William Y. Morgan, Kansas, and 
Clark J. Tisdol, Illinois. •

The first act of the committee was a request to the Commander-in- 
Chief for the insertion in General Orders of a paragraph asking the 
co-operation of the members of the Order generally, aud of the Division 
Commanders especially, in the work of preparing a Ritual that would be 
satisfactory to the Order at large. This request was promptly complied 
with, and in General Orders No. 1, Series of 1898, the following ap­
peared : —

“ All brothers wishing to make suggestions with regard to the 
revision of the Ritual of the Order are requested to send the same to 
C. D. Rooney, Chairman of the Committee on Revision of the Ritual, 
307 Carter Building, Boston, Mass. All matters to be considered 
should be typewritten, if possible, and three copies sent in each case. 
Division Commanders are requested to forward in triplicate, copies 
of resolutions bearing on this subject, which may be adopted by the 
respective Division Encampments, so that they may be considered 
in advance of beiug presented to the next Eucampmeut of the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief at Omaha. Commanders of Divisions are also

;
I

:
!

j

i

''
i
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requested to embody the substance of this paragraph as far as it pertains 
to communications from Camps aud individuals in their next order.”

So much having been done, the committee awaited results, hoping 
that it would secure such suggestions aud advice as would put it in 
touch with the sentiment of the Order throughout the country in the 
matter of Ritual. The committee regrets to have to report that its 
hopes were not realized. No Division Commander seems to have taken 
enough interest in the matter to even republish, as requested, the para­
graph which appeared in the General Orders.

Capt. A. T. Bogue of Hartford, Conn., deserves special mention 
in this particular, he having issued a circular in behalf of his Camp 
which was sent to every Camp in the Connecticut Divison. and as a 
result of this effort nearly every Camp in that Division adopted special 
resolutions expressive of their desires in the matter of Ritual, and 
forwarded them to the chairman of the committee, 
resolutions were received from Camps in the Division of Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey, aud one individual communication each from Massa­
chusetts and Maryland, but other than this there was silence profound 
and oppressive. The committee has no comment to make, except to 
express a hope that if its report be adopted and the changes it may sug­
gest be put in force, that the criticism of its work be equally silent.

Although somewhat discouraged by the lack of co-operation on the 
part of Camps and individuals, the committee fostered the hope that 
the Commanders of the several Divisions would heed the request and 
forward copies of whatever resolutions might be adopted by their Divi­
sion Encampments relative to the Ritual or its revision. But again 
has hope deferred made the heart of the committee sick, for up to the 
date of this Encampment no Division Commander has been heard from 
along this line, although the committee has personal knowledge that 
resolutions were adopted and changes suggested by several of the Divi­
sion Encampments.

As a result of all this indifference the committee was compelled to 
go to work according to their own ideas', assisted by whatever they 
could glean of the general sentiment of the Order by personal contact 
with representative members, and from expressions of that sentiment 
heard at former national gatherings.

At the outset the committee realized that there was something 
more to be accomplished than mere verbal and grammatical revision of 
the present Ritual. There was a deeper question involved. It is sadly 
true that our Order has not made progress in a numerical and fmaucial 
way to the degree naturally to be expected.
not feel that it is its place to enter into a lengthy discussion of all the 
causes which have brought about this state of affairs, it does feel that 
the spirit if not the letter of its commission makes it desirable to look 
carefully at the question whether the ritualistic features of the Order 
have or have not contributed to the present eond.t.ons.

The ritualistic agitation which culminated m the appo.ntment ofs 5 - s ssrrsss.swaa
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A few scattered

While the committee does
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appointed a committee whose duty was to revise the ritual which had 
been adopted by the Eighth National Encampment held in 1*89, and 
correct the grammatical errors therein. This committee was requested 
to report directly to the delegates of the Division to the Ninth National 
Encampment, and these delegates were instructed to work for the 
changes indicated by the Division committee. Other Divisions agitated 
for other things and the pressure was strong enough to bring about the 
appointment of a Committee on Ritual by the St. Joseph Encampment, 
to meet with the Committee on Revision of the Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations, and report a form of Ritual which should be harmonious, 
and correspond with, the new Constitution, Rules and Regulations. 
All will remember the work of that committee; how it reported a Ritual 
which was submitted in proof sheets to the Order at large, and which 
“ died in the horning.” The agitation for a new form of Ritual did 
not cease, and at the Cincinnati Eucampment of 1898 it was decided 
that all difficulties could be solved and solved finally by the adoption 
of a three degree Ritual. Of course, there was objection to such a 
Ritual, but at Davenport in 1894, the National Encampment adopted 
a three degree Ritual which is iu force today. It is this the present 
committee was appointed to revise.

After careful consideration of all the points involved, the committee 
was obliged to conclude that a universal panacea for all ills was not to 
be found in elaborate ritualistic ceremony. As at present organized, 
the Order at large is not ready for the task involved in the proper prep­
aration of long ceremonial. Many Camps are too small to carry out 
the task as it should be carried out, and nothing is more of a disgusting 
farce than pretentious ritualistic work poorly done; other Camps do 
not meet often enough to give its members the necessary practice 
needed for the proper conduct of the ceremonies; still other Camps will 
not perfect themselves in the degree work, and are conteut to use the 
short forms and in some cases have revised the Ritual on their own

!
!

1

l
account to suit themselves. This action brought complaint to the com­
mittee from one Camp which, contrary to every other expression of 
opinion heard, prayed for the abolition of all short forms, on the 
ground that many visitors to this Camp, which always used the full 
forms, were unable to understand the ceremonies as exemplified, having 
never before seen the Ritual fully carried out. There were also objec­
tions raised of inability to procure, on account of lack of funds, the 
necessary paraphernalia to be used in the ceremonies attendant upon 
the higher degrees.

Taking all things into consideration it was evident that a spirit of 
discontent was abroad in the land, and the committee was forced to the 
conclusion that it was necessary that a radical change should be made, 
and in its judgment the only way to make a fair and successful change 
was to have the minority yield to the majority, the larger Camps to the 
smaller ones. No organization is stronger than the weakest of its 
component parts, and in legislating here we must consider the need of 
the little country Camp of ten members, rather than the great city

We must have a Ritual that can beCamp of one hundred members, 
used at every meeting in its entirety, and according to which every
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recruit taken into the Order, no matter where, can be mustered. Our 
Ritual must be one with which every officer can thoroughly familiarize 
himself by a fair amount of application. It must be simple and direct- 
compact and easily intelligible; clear and concise. The directions must 
be ample and so minutely set forth that absolute uniformity shall 
vail. Condensation must be the watchword.

Formerly the cry was raised that this Order was obliged to compete 
with the general run of fraternal and social orders, and that to do so it 
was necessary that the Ritual of the Sons of Veterans should be 
elaborate as those of the other Orders. That argument has been recog­
nized and its fallacy thoroughly proveu. A moment’s thought will 
show that there can be no competition in the strict sense of the word 
between the Sous of Veterans and other organizations. We are a close 
corporation, so to speak; our membership is restricted to one class of 
men; while that of other Orders is limited to no special class and can 
draw for recruits upon the wide world itself. Our Order is based upon 
sentiment primarily; the others upon material advantage. The condi­
tions that apply to them can never, under existing circumstances, apply 
to us. We must legislate for ourselves and must learn for ourselves 
what is for our best interests.

The committee has made the revision of the Ritual a subject for 
much thought. The members of it have realized that it is a questiou 
big with meaning for the Order and its material prosperity.

They have felt that the subject must be definitely settled at once, 
and that the various opinions of members .of the Order should be offi­
cially made known to the Commandery-in-Chief to the end that the 
long continued agitation might be brought to an end, and has endeav­
ored to place plainly before the body in a concise manner all the alter­
native propositions that have presented themselves. And in asking 
your attention to the result of its labors the committee begs to say that 
it has endeavored in the brief form of Ritual that it has prepared, to 
arrange a ceremonial suitable for all sorts and conditions of Camps. 
It hopes for a full and free discussion of the matter in order that the 
best interests of the Order we all hold so dear may be not only safely 
guarded, but furthered to the greatest possible extent.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
In accordance with the committee’s interpretation of the expres­

sions of opinion of the representatives of the Order in various sections 
of the country it begs leave to offer the following recommendations : —

1. If the Commandery-in-Chief shall desire that the three degree 
Ritual be retained, the committee recommends the retention of the same 
Ritual as is now in use, subject, however, to careful editing by this or

other committee, without expense to the Commandery-in-Chief.
If the Commandery-in-Chief shall desire a brief Ritual the 

committee has prepared one for adoption, which is a condensation of 
fho rvresent three degree Ritual into one of a single degree, with three 
the Piesei , t] commissioned officers of the Camp, an obligation 

presentation of the badge to the recruit

160
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Captain according to the form now in use. This Ritual contains an in­
struction that at a suitable point in the muster-in ceremony a scene or 
scenes from army life during the war may be introduced at the option 
of the Camp, which shall illustrate the three principles of the Order. 
A few slight changes have been made in the other parts of the Ritual, 
and the installation of officers of Camps have been shortened and im­
proved and the installing officer furnished with an address to the officers 
in place of the present long series of charges.

I
I
S

!
I

3. I n view of the fact that there exists a very strong feeling that 
ours is not a ritualistic Order, and that instead of providing for the 
preparation of a new Ritual, all ritualistic work should be practically 
abolished, which would virtually mean a reorganization of the workings 
of the Order, this question is respectfully referred to the Commandery- 
in-Chief, if it desires to take action to this end.

I
C. D. Rooney,
W. Y. Morgan,
C. J. Tisdel,

Committee on Revision of the Ritual. i
!Chairman Rooney: Commander, I might state that the committee 

presents three propositions, the adoption of any one of which settles 
the matter. The committee has found the sentiment very strong for 
each of these propositions, and would ask that they be considered in 
order. Wc ask that you consider first the third proposition, whether 
the total abolition of Ritual work is desirable.

E. II. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move the adoption of the 
third resolution, the total abolition of all Ritual work in the Order.

J. R. Maccabe of Massachusetts: Commander, I second the

i

motion.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The chairman of the committee will

irread the third proposition.
Chairman Rooney read the third proposition as follows: —
44 In view of the fact that there exists a very strong feeling that 

ours is not a ritualistic Order, and instead of providing for the prepara­
tion of a new Ritual, all ritualistic work should be practically abolished, 
which would virtually mean a reorganization of the Order, this question 
is respectfully referred to the Commandery-in-Chief, if it desires to take 
action to this end.”

Edward K. Gould of Maine: Commander, I move that the motion 
to adopt the third proposition in the committee’s report be laid upon the 
table.

'

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
IT. Y. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, what is the second propo­

sition? We would like to have it read again.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The chairman of the committee will 

read the second proposition contained iu the report.
Chairman Rooney read the second proposition as follows: —
“ If the Commandery-in-Chief shall desire a brief Ritual, the com­

mittee has prepared one for adoption, which is a condensation of the

:

it
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present three degree Ritual into one of a single degree, with three short 
charges by the commissioned officers of the Camp, an obligation by the 
Chaplain and the presentation of the badge to the recruit by the Captain 
according to the form now in use. This Ritual contains an instruction 
that at a suitable point in the muster-in ceremony a scene or scenes 
from army life during the war may be introduced at the option of the 
Camp, which shall illustrate the three principles of the Order. A few 
slight changes have been made in the other parts of the Ritual, and the 
installation of officers of Camps has been shortened and improved and 
the installing officer furnished with an address to the officers in place 
of the present long series of charges.”

II. V. Speelmau of Ohio: Commander, I move the adoption of 
proposition No. 2.

George B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, I second the motion.
E. H. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I desire to move an amend­

ment to the report, and that is, that where they recommend that the 
Chaplain administer the obligation that the word “Chaplain” be 
stricken out and the word “ Commander ” be put in.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair hears no support to the 
amendment. The question is on the motion to adopt the second propo­
sition of the report. Those in favor of the motion will so signify by 
the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. Those opposed the 
same sign. The ayes seem to have it. The ayes have it, and the motion 
is carried.

Clark J. Tisdel of Illinois: Commander, in view of the fact that 
the action just taken by this Encampment settles the report of the com­
mittee, I move you, sir, that without expense to the Commaudery-in- 
Chief, the same be continued to edit the proof sheets of the proposed 
Ritual.

i}

The motion was seconded.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Brother Tisdcl's motion is out of 

order. The question is on the adoption of the report as amended. All 
those in favor of the adoption of the report of the committee as amended 
will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Down hands. 
Those opposed the same sign. The ayes appear to have it. The ayes 
have it, and the motion is carried.

Clark J. Tisdel of Illinois: Now, Commander, I renew my motion. 
It was seconded.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers, you have heard the motion 
that the same committee be continued to edit the proof sheets of this 
Ritual. Are you ready for the question? All in favor of the motion 
will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those opposed 
the same sign. The ayes seem to have it. The ayes have it, and the 
motion is carried. . „ ,

Clark J. Tisdel of Illinois: Commander, it is necessary to make 
an appropriation for the printing and carrying into effect of this Ritual. 
I do not desire to make any motion to that effect as I am ignorant as 
to how many it will be necessary to have printed, and the expense, but 
T desire to call attention to the fact that an appropriation is necessary.

IT. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I move that the incoming
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administration be empowered to promulgate this Ritual, and that it take 
effect on the 1st day of January, 1890.

. The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
Quartermaster-General Loebensteiu : Commander, about furnishing 

these Rituals to Camps, what Camps shall receive them, and up to 
what time shall they receive them? 1 move that the new Ritual, upou 
its publication, be furnished free of charge to such Camps only as may 
be in good standing at the close of the quarter preceding the date of 
such publication.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

I
!

;

MEDAL FOR SONS OF VETERANS SERVING IN TIIE U.S. ARMY.

The Senior Vicc-Comfggpder; Arc there any other committees to 
report? if not, what is the further pleasure of this Encampment?

Kdward K. Gould of Maine: Commander, we have had many 
brothers who have honored this Order by their service for their country 
in this war, and we have seen fit to honor these brothers by placing 
their names upon the roll of honor. That is all right, but 1 believe we 
should go further than that, and that we should place upon the breast 
of each of these brothers a badge that will be a memento of their ser­
vice in that war; and I move you that the Commander-in-Chief be 
authorized to have prepared a medal of honor to be placed upon the 
price list of supplies and furnished by the Divisions to the soldiers who 
have served in the United States Army, and the sailors who have served 
in the navy, in the late Spanish War, who are members of this Order.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

1!

j

1

CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAMS AND COMMUNICATIONS.

The Senior Vice-Commander: What is the further pleasure of the 
Encampment? If there is nothing to come up at this time the Adjutant- 
General has some telegrams which he will read.

The Adjutaut-General read the following telegrams and communi­
cations : — ;

Superior, Sept. 12,189S.
To the Sons of Veterans in National Encampment Assembled:

The Department of Nebraska, Woman’s Belief Corps, extends greetings to 
your organization, fully realizing that when the great Order to which we stand 
auxiliary shall have answered to the last roll call, and its mighty phalanx shall 
have formed on the other shore, upon you will rest the responsibility of 
perpetuating and honoring the memory of their deeds.

May your Encampment prove successful in every particular and leave 
with each one a pleasant memory and a hope for future intercourse.

Yours fraternally.
A BRIE A. ADAMS,

D(partment President.
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Hastings, Sept. 15, \m.
To the Sons of Veterans, in National Convention Assembled.

Greetings: On behalf of the Ladies of the Grand Array of the Republic 
I tender the greetings of live hundred mothers, -wives and sisters of the 
Department of Nebraska, and bid you Godspeed in your noble work.

Mrs. ANNA E. MARSHALL, 
Dept. Pres, of the Ladies of the Grand Army.

Omaha, Nhii., Sept. 14, 1S98.
To the Sons of Veterans in National Encampment Assembled. 

Greetings: On behalf of the Garfield Circle of Omaha.
Mrs. ELLITT, President.

Indiana no us, Ind., Sept. 14, 1808. 
Charles K. Darling, Commander-in-Chief S. V., U.S.A.,

Omaha, Neb.
Very important business prevents my coining. Greetings to the boys.

NEWTON J. McGUIKE.

St. Joseph, Mo., Sept. 1.3, 1898.
Commander-in-Chief Sons of Veterans.

Lincoln Camp in session extends greetings to Commandery now assembled.
F. W. PIIILO.

1

Marinette, Wis., Sept. 13, 1S9S.
Commander-in-Chief Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.,

Omaha, Neb.
Regret very much circumstances arc such that I 

you. Wishing the Order much success, L remain yours
am unable to be with 

’COL. R. M. SMITH.

Knoxville, Thnn., Sept. 13, 189S.
Fred. E. Bolton, Adjutant-General, S.V., U.S.A.

Alabama and Tennessee Division sends fraternal greetings. Remember 
our brothers who are defending the flag.

IT. T. Cooper,'Commander. 
E. E. Carter, Adjutant.

Knoxville, Tknn., Sept. 13, 1S9S.
Charles K. Darling, Commander, S. V., U.S.A.

W. P. Sanders, Camp No. 3, Division Alabama and Tennessee in session 
sends best wishes for a successful Encampment.

J. T. HENDERSON, Captain.

New York, Sept. 13, 1898.
Gen. Charles Iv. Darling, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., Encampment.

Omaha, Neb.
Greetings: Important business prevents my attending this National 

Encampment.
M. D. FRIEDMAN. 

Milton, Pa., via Mt. Carmel, Sept. 14, 1898.
Gen. ®S. A., Encampmcut,

Omaha, Neb.
Sincerely regretting inability to attend. Congratulations on year’s success.

* Wildun Scott, I
"Charles L. John, V Past Commanders 
[ John Wigiitman, j

4



SENATOR THURSTON ELECTED A LIFE MEMBER.

James W. Noel of Indiana: Commander, under the head of Com­
munications, Brother Charles A. Bookwalter, who is a life member of 
this Order, asked me to express his regret at not being present at this 
Encampment, and I also express the regrets of every one of the boys.
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SENATOR JOHN M. THURSTON ELECTED TO LIFE MEMBERSHIP.

F. J. Coates of Nebraska: Commander, under the head of New 
Business I move that Section 5, Article II., page 36 of the Constitu­
tion, Buies and Regulations, be suspended, and that the I-Ion. John M. 
Thurston, a member of Camp No. 1 of this State, be made a life mem­
ber of the Commandery-in-Chief.

The motion was seconded.
The Senior Vice-Commander: All those in favor of constituting 

Hon. John M. Thurston a life member of this body, entitled to a seat 
and vote in the Commandery-in-Chief, will please rise to their feet. 
Those opposed will please rise. The motion is agreed to unanimously.

What is the further pleasure of the Encampment?
C. D. Rooney of Massachusetts: Commander, I move that the 

Chair appoint a committee, and that Brother Coates be chairman of 
that committee, lo notify Brother Thurston of the action of this Com­
mandery-in-Chief.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The Chair will appoint Brother 

Coates, chairman, Colonel Rawitzer, and Past Commander George 
Wolz, all of Nebraska, the committee for that purpose.

What is the further pleasure of the Encampment?
L. E. Merchant of Michigan: Commander, I move that we pro­

ceed to the election of officers.
[Cries of “ Regular order,

I
;

I
;

1
i

Regular order.”]>9 li
1
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The Senior Vice-Commander: The election and installation of 

officers is the next order of business. No, the Chair is in error. The 
next order of business is the selection of a place for holding the next 
Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief.

C. T. Orncr of Illinois: Commander, I move that the Commau- 
dery-in-Chicf proceed to fix the place for holding the next annual 
Encampment.

The motion was seconded.
'Flic motion was agreed to.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Nominations for place of holding 

the next Encampment are in order. Junior Vice-Commander Noel will 
assume command.

Senior Vice-Commander Geo. E. Cogshall: Commander, when I 
arrived upon the scene of this Encampment I had no idea of asking 
anything at your hands for the Division of Michigan. Michigan had 
all she wanted at that time and asked for nothing; but after arriving 
upon the ground I was approached by a large number of the brothers
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present, stating that they were not satisfied with any of the places that 
had been suggested at this Encampment for holding the next annual 
meeting. I proceeded at once to the telegraph ollice and wired Michi­
gan. I have got the responses in my hands at this time from the 
Wolverine State, and, gentlemen of this convention, it gives me great 
pleasure at this time to present for your consideration that beautiful 
and elegant city of the Wolverine State, Detroit, for the next annual 
Encampment of this body.

I hold here a telegram from a friend of mine in Detroit, who is a 
member of our Camp, lie telegraphs me : 44 Detroit will take the con­
vention for next year and will give it a hearty reception.” That is 
signed, “ William Winchester.” I have also in my possession a tele­
gram from the Convention League of Detroit, made up of business men, 
who contribute toward a fund, which is kept complete all the time, for 
the purpose of entertaining such bodies as ours, and they telegraph me 
through their President: “ Detroit asks for the next Convention of the 
Sons of Veterans, and will treat them royally.”

I also have a communication from the Mayor of Detroit, William 
C. Mayberry, as follows: “ George E. Cogshall, care of Sons of Vet­
erans Convention. Detroit will be pleased to entertain Sons of Veterans 
in 1899, and promises a royal reception.”

I also have a communication from that old war horse of ours up 
there, who is known the world over, sometimes for his crankism, but 
more often for things that lie says and docs that arc good, Governor 
Pingree. lie says : “ The Commonwealth of Michigan would be pleased 
to entertain the Sons of Veterans Encampment at our metropolis, 
Detroit, in 1899.” That is signed “ Ii. S. Pingree, Governor.”

Gentlemen of the Convention, it is needless for me to prolong this 
matter by statiug to you the advantages which would attend your 
going to Detroit. You all know and appreciate them.

RECEPTION OF SENATOR THURSTON.
George F. Wolz of Nebraska : Commander, Your committee have 

the honor of introducing Hon. John M. Thurston. [Cheers.]
The Presiding Ollicer (Junior Vice-Commander Noel) : l will ap- 

. point Past Commander Abbott and Brother Kennedy a committee to 
escort Senator Thurston to the platform.

Senator Thurston was escorted to the platform by the. committee.
Senator Thurston: Commander and Brothers of the Sons of 

Veterans, I thank you with all my heart for this cordial greeting. I 
am delighted to see you gathered here in the city of my residence. I 
missed a great many of you last night at the camp-fire; I judged, 
although I knew nothing about it, that perhaps the K.O.C., of which I 
am a humble member, No. 309, had made demands upon you that you 
could not resist. [Laughter.] I take this opportunity, just for a 
moment or two, to report to you from the committee that was appointed 
bv vour Commander to visit the Grand Army Encampment at Cincin­
nati, and extend the greetings of this Order to them. \our committee 
was most kindly received, an audience given us, a generous welcome ac- 
corded, and as chairman of the committee I extended your greeting and 
assured those old dads of ours that the boys would stay by them for
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everything they wanted [applause] ; and I especially assured them that 
as long as their sons had the right to speak and vote we would see to 
it that their memories were cherished and preserved; that the cause for 
which they battled would never be lost sight of, and that there should 
be no injustice done to them by the legislation of the Congress of the 
United States, or by the action of any department of the Government 
of the United States. [Applause.]

They responded and returned to you their kindest greeting, and 
wished you Godspeed in this organization, and thanked you most sin­
cerely for the kindness of sending to them a committee such as you did, 
and for the purpose you did. I was delighted to be at Cincinnati. It ' 
was the first Grand Army National Eucampment I ever attended. It 
was the first grand parade of the old veterans l ever saw, aud if any­
thing had been needed to recall the love and adoration for the heroic 
men who fought the battles that kept the flag in the sky and gave us a 
country, who secured for us the inestimable blessings of liberty, equal 
rights and justice, that grand spectacle would have done it. [Ap­
plause.] We are in the midst of heroic times. Once again the old 
flag has gone to battle. Once again the American citizen-soldier has 
proved his valor on the death-swept field. While there has been but a 
short war, thank God! the boys can stand up today and say to the old 
heroes of .1861-65 that their glorious example has not been lost, and 
that the world today declares, and every nation of the world declares, 
that the American soldiers are the bravest soldiers that ever carried * 
muskets. [Applause.]

All soldiers have beeu brave since the beginning of time, aud 
while we accord our meed of praise to valor as valor, it is not simply 
brave deeds that we reverence and respect the most. All soldiers have 
been brave, especially those of the Caucasian race. They have fought 
with valor under empires and kings, for couqucst and dominiou; they 
have fought in good causes and bad causes, and always, history attests, 
they have been valorous and chivalrous, aud distinguished in battle. 
But our soldiers, through the whole history of this Republic, have been 
something more. At the beginning they threw down the gage of battle 
to the reign of kings, and took up the cause of independent govern­
ment, “ of the people, by the people and for the people.” [Applause.] 
And again, when the bugle called in 1861, and the cry went ringing 
through the land that the old flag had been fired upon, they took up 
another holy cause. When they laid down their arms the world re­
spected and reverenced them; not alone for valor, but because they 
had fought to establish the liberty of man in this grand and glorious 
country. [Applause.] And agaiu, wheu four months’ war had swept 
two great navies from the sea, and when a quarter of a million of sol­
diers in arms had surrendered to a little army of the American Republic, 
and the world stood amazed at the most wonderful spectacle of success­
ful war in all history, again civilization has applauded the American 
soldier, not for bravery alone, but because he carried the dear old Hag 
to battle for humanity’s sake, uplifting and ennobling the race. 
[Applause.]

So today you and I, as sous of the heroes of 1861-65, as brothers 
of the heroes of 1898, we renew that faith and loyalty to the flag, with
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every star shining there, kept there by the muskets of the brave soldiers 
of the Republic; we renew our loyalty to the cause of independent gov­
ernment by the people; we renew our loyalty to the cause of human 
liberty, and thank God! we pledge our loyally for all time to come to 
sec to it that this great nation of the western hemisphere, the mother of 
republics, stands for the humanity and the uplifting of the human 
race, in every quarter of the globe. [Applause.] Today the dear old 
flag means more than it ever meant before, it meant independence at 
Yorktown. It meant liberty at Appomattox. It meant humanity at 
Santiago. And today it is respected as it never was respected before. 
Throughout the world, on land and sea, in both hemispheres, serenely 
uplifted through the empyrean blue, kissed by the sun of day, wooed 
by the stars at night, feared by all tyrants, beloved by all mankind, it 
serenely floats, the unconquercd flag of all the great nations of the 
world.

[Applause, the members of the Commandcry-in-Chicf rising and 
singing “ America.”]

The Presiding Officer (.Junior Vice-Commander Noel) : Senator 
Thurston, on behalf of the Sons of Veterans of the United Stales of 
America, 1 have the high privilege of saying to you that this Comman- 
dery-in-Chief has deemed it a high honor to confer upon you life 
bership in this body. [Applause.] I will say to you that in times of 
National emergency this Order lias looked to you in public service as 
the friend of the flag; as the friend of independence, and of liberty and 
humanity. We have looked upon you within the last year as the able 
advocate in public life of the great principles for which this Order is 
founded. I will say to you that we expect and hope that we will see 
you at every national meeting, that there you may sound the keynote 
of American patriotism to the Order that is devoted to loyalty and the 
principles that you have so well defeuded. We thank you for your 
presence and courtesy today. [Applause.]

Senator Thurston : Brothers, for this mark of your confidence and 
affection I sincerely thank you. The honor you have conferred upon 
me I will wear with a greater pride than was ever worn any jewelled 
bauble, the gifts of kings. [Applause.] I accept your invitation to 
attend every National Encampment of the Sons of Veterans, and will 
do so as long as I am able to attend. [Applause.] I pledge to you 
my best endeavors in every possible way to the advancement of this 
Order and to the upholding of the principles that this Order represents. 
[Applause.]

The Senior Vice-Commander assumed command.

ineiii-
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The Senior Vice-Commander: Arc there any other nominations for
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Charles L. Pierce of California: Commander, I second the nomi­
nation of Denver.
^ The Senior Vice-Commander: Are there any further nominations? 
If not the Adjutant-General will call the roll of Divisions. Brother 
Kennedy and Brother Speelmau will act as tellers.

The Adjutant-General called the roll of Divisions and the tellers 
announced the result as follows: —

1G9

(Roll call No. 4.)
Detroit. Denver.

Alabama ami Tennessee 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut .
Indiana .
Iowa 
Illinois .
Kansas .
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
New Jersey .
New York 
Ohio
Pennsylvania 
South Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington . 
Wisconsin

2
2
5

3
1

5
l r.

10
3

3
2

11
3

3
7

11
1

7
I

If.
4

l
1
1

: Cfi 01Total .

DETROIT CHOSEN.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Detroit having received a majority 

of the votes cast, is the place of holding the next Annual Encampment 
of the Commaudery-in-Chief.

location or quartermaster-general's department.
R. M. J. Reed of Pennsylvania: Commander, I move you that we 
proceed to fix the location of the Quartermaster-General’s depart-uow

incut.
J. B. Maccabe of Massachusetts: Commander, I second the

motion.
W. S. Oberdorf of New York: Commander, I rise to a point of 

order. My point of order is that we already have headquarters of the 
Quartermaster-General's department located, and that the question can­
not come before the house in this way.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The point of order is overruled. 
The Chair will hold that the Commaudery-iu-Chief fixed the headquar­
ters of the Quartermaster-General’s department in their present location, 
and has power to change it if they see fit.

i
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w. S. Oberdorf of New York: Commander, I respectfully appeal 
from the decision of the Chair.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The decision of the Chair is appealed 
from. Will the Junior Vice-Commander put the question on the appeal?

The Junior Vice-Commander: Brothers, the question is, Shall 
the decision of the Chair be sustained? Those in favor of sustaining 
the decision of the Chair will so signify by the usual voting sign of the 
Order. Down hands. Those opposed the same sign.
“ Division,
of the Chair will please rise and stand until counted. The Adjutant- 
General will count. Be seated. Those opposed will please rise. The 
Adjutant-General will announce the result.

The Adjutant-General: Commander, the result of the vote is sev­
enty-three in favor of sustaining the decision of the Chair, and forty- 
nine in favor of the appeal.

The Junior Vice-Commander: Seventy-three having voted in favor 
of sustaining the decision of the Chair and forty-nine against it, the 
decision of the Chair is sustained.

W. S. Oberdorf of New York: Commander, on behalf of the 
Division of New York, I ask for a roll-call.

The Division of New York having demanded a call of the roll, and 
the demand being seconded by members from two other Divisions, the 
roll-call was ordered, and the Adjutant-General proceeded to call the 
roll.

i'i

i;

[Cries of
Division.”] Those in favor of sustaining the decision

i
» u

1! '

The Junior Vice-Commander: The tellers will announce the result 
of the roll-call.

The tellers announced the result as follows: —

(Roll call No. 5.)
NO.a yk.

Alabama and.Tennessee 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut .
Illinois .
Indiana .
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
New Jersey .
New York 
Ohio
Pennsylvania 
South Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington 
Wisconsin

Total

1L
11
5

3
Ifi

•1
( 1

10
3

3
2

11
a
3

7
11

1
7

7
15
2 2
1

1
1

78 49

lit



BOSTO.V SELECTED FOR HEADQUARTERS OF Q.M.-G. 171

The Junior Vice-Commander: The Chair seems to be sustained. 
The Chair is sustained. The motion is in order.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The motion is to proceed to fix the 
location of the Quartermaster-General’s department. All in favor of 
the motion will so signify by the usual voting sign of the Order. Those 
opposed the same sign. The motion seems to be carried. The motion 
is carried. Nominations are in order. The Adjutant-General will call 
the roll of Divisions for nominations.

'The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.
When the Division of Kansas was called:

!

C. Borin of Kansas: Commander, Kansas presents the name of
Chicago.

When the Division of Massachusetts was called:
Joseph 15. Maccabe of Massachusetts : Commander, the Division 

of Massachusetts presents the name of Boston.
When the Division of Minnesota was called:
W. II. Adams of Minnesota: Commander, the Division of Minne­

sota seconds the nomination of Chicago.
When the Division of New York was called:
W. S. Oberdorf of New York: Commander, on behalf of the Divi­

sion of New York I rise to second the nomination of Chicago.
The Adjutant-General concluded the calling of the roll, and a vote 

having been taken, the tellers announced the result as follows: —

■:

:
.}

(Roll call No. G.)
Chicago. Boston.

2Alabama and Tennessee . 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut .
Illinois .
Indiana .... 
Iowa ,
Kansas .... 
Kentucky
Maine ....
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska . .
New Jersey .
New York
Ohio ....
Pennsylvania
South Dakota
Vermont
Washington .
Wisconsin

1 1
5

3
IG

•1

1 41
10
3

3
2

11 t
3

3
7

11

7
S

15 !4
l

1
1

52 75Total
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BOSTON CHOSEN.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Boston having received a majorityof all the votes cast at this Encampment, will hereafter be the location 
of the Department of the Quartermaster-General.! !

RESIGNATION OF DIVISION COMMANDER COGSIIALL RETURNED.

A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, 1 have a little matter I desire 
to present to the Commandery-iu-Chief, and I am sure every brother 
here will say that it is right. We came here the other day, and 
were sorry that we did not meet our Commander-in-Chief. He is in­
deed our Darling, and will be for years to come; but in his absence we 
got a most excellent substitute; we have had a grand presiding officer 
during this Encampment; but somebody thought he ought to lay aside 
his honor as Commander of the Michigan Division. Manfully he laid 
his resignation upon the table and we accepted it. Now I want to 
move, Junior Vice-Commander, that the motion by which we accepted 
that resignation be reconsidered, and at the close of this meeting the 
resignation be returned to Commander Cogshall.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, I now move that at the con­

clusion of this meeting the resignation of George E. Cogshall as 
Commander of the Michigan Division be returned to him by the Com- 
mandery-iu-Chief.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

t ;

we

COMMITTEE OF GREETING TO THE G.A.K.
E. C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, 1 now move that a 

committee of three be appointed by the incoming administration, in the 
usual manner, to greet the National G.A.K. Encampment in 1809, at 
Philadelphia, when they meet there during that year.

The motion was seconded.
II. I-I. Hammer of Pennsylvania: Commander, 1 move to amend 

the motion to the effect that that committee pay its own expenses.
E. C. Parkinson of New York: With the consent of my second I 

will accept that amendment.
The motion as amended was agreed to.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The Senior Vice Commander: The next business in order is the 
election and installation of officers. Nominations for Commander-in- 
Chief are in order.

E H. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move that the nominating 
speeches be limited to three minutes, and the seconding speeches to ”
minute. . ,

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.

one



ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Adjutant-General will call the 
roll for nominations for Communder-in-Chief.

M. L. Cormany of Minnesota: Commander, I move that the Com­
ma udery take recess until 3 o’clock p.m.

The motion was not seconded.
The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll.
When the Division of Alabama and Tennessee was called :
Valentine Gill), Jr., of Alabama: The Division of Alabama aud 

Tennessee will yield its place to the Division of Illinois.
Wm. T. Church of Illinois: Commander, the prairie State of 

Illinois in her vast fields, green with the growing food supplies of 
nations, her busy centers of industry and marts of commerce, has bred 
bold financiers, sagacious statesmen aud invincible soldiers. She pro­
duces great men for great occasions. In that crisis of the nation, 
from the solution of which our Order sprang, she gave to the imperilled 
Government its matchless chief executive of State and its unconquerable 
leader of armies.

From her gently rolling prairies, her rich plains and peaceful rivers, 
there springs a patriotism as true as the yellow product of Colorado’s 
mines, a courage as rugged as New England’s hills, and an enterprise 
that is limited only by the eapacily of man. The Illinois Division par­
takes of the character of the Stale in which it has jurisdiction. It has 
ever been ready to meet any demand for workers or leaders; and has 
always maintained a safe reserve from which to honor any draft of 
emergency. Not the least memorable in the records of the Order are 
the names and achievements of men of this Division.

And now while our lighting Commander-in-chief and thousands of 
our brothers arc serving under the flag our fathers made glorious, while 
the nation’s pulse throbs with wild joy for liberty’s latest victories; 
while the batteries of the Republic salute her simultaneous entrance at 
the cast and west doors of the old world; the Illinois Division, con­
scious of the proud record to be maintained, hopeful for the expanding 
future of the Order, believing that she comprehends the needs of the 
present, and knowing that she deeply reveres the sacred memories of 
the past,— the Illinois Division presents to you for the office of Comman­
der- in-Chief one of her sons, who like the great men of his State aud 
Division, has been faithful in details, more than efficient in subordinate 
offices, and who is broad enough to meet and master affairs of com­
manding dignity and importance.

From his earliest manhood in Camp and Division and in the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief, he has been active and able in the counsels of the 
Order. ' From a cheerfully conceded leadership in her own Division, 
Illinois desires him promoted to the command of the Sons of Veterans, 
assured by his enviable record and his pre-eminent qualifications, that 
as he has won for her, so will he win for the united Divisions a larger 
place in the esteem aud confidence of the people.

We know what manner of man he is. Fervent loyalty burns in his 
heart. Fireless energy rules his brain. He has been immersed iu that 
heroic splendor which illuminates the departing days of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, aud is consecrated to the higher duties of citizenship.
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Under his command, the Sous of Veterans will this year enter with th 
Republic upon the accomplishment of that higher destiny wbief 
opportunity now offers to both. !

In behalf of my Division, I have the honor to place in nomination 
Col. Frank L. Shepard, the Prairie Chieftain of Illinois.

When the Division of Missouri was called :
II. J. Kline of Missouri: Commander, Missouri desires to second 

the nomination of Frank L. Shepard of Illinois.
When the Divisiou of New York was called.
W. S. Oberdorf of New York : Commander, on behalf of the Divi­

sion of New York, I second the nomination of Frank L. Shepard.

174

FRANK L. SHEPARD ELECTED COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF UNANIMOUSLY.

E. C. Parkinson of New York: Commander, there seems to be but 
one candidate for Commander-in-Chief; I therefore move that unless 
objection is made, the Adjutant-General cast one vote as expressing 
the sentiment of this Commaudery-in-Chief, for Frank L. Shepard as 
our Commander-in-Chief for the ensuing year.

A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, I take great pleasure in 
seconding the motion of the distinguished comrade from New York.

The Chair put the question on the motion and it was agreed to 
unanimously.

The Adjutant-General: Brothers, in accordance with the motion, I 
hereby cast the entire vote of this Encampment for Frank E. Shepard 
of Illinois, for Commander-in-Chief.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Frank L. Shepard having received 
the vote of this Encampment for Commander-in-Chief, I hereby an­
nounce him duly elected Commander-in-Chief of the Order for the 
ensuing year.

The next business in order will be a roll-call for nominations for 
the ollice of Senior Vice-Commandcr-in-Chief.

II. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, J move the appointment of 
a committee of three to escort the Commander-in-Chief elect to the
platform.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
The Senior Vice-Commander: T will appoint upon that committee, 

Brother Oberdorf, Brother Jones and Brother Reed.
The Adjutant-General will call the roll for nominations for Senior

Vice-Commandcr-iu-Chief.

OF COMMANDER-IN-CnIKK ELECT.REMARKS
w c Oberdorf of New York: Commander, before the Adjutant 

i 4Am.ll the roll, it gives me pleasure to present to you our proceeds to cal , - our Commander-in-Chief elect, but
Coinniandcr-in-ClHe^electj^ a very spirited contest and come out of
ftlitbout a single spot upon his character, one n ho ,8 a thorough Ln.
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tleman. I take pleasure in introducing to you Gen. Frank L. Shepard, 
your incoming Commander-in-Chief.

Commander-in-Ckief elect Shepard: Senior Yice-Commander-iu- 
Chief and Brothers of this Encampment, it is with a mingling of grati­
tude and a deep sense of responsibility and care that I receive by your 
generous act this high honor — the office of Commander-in-Chief of 
our beloved Order. No one can accept the office of Commander-in- 
Chief of this splendid body of men, and from these patriotic and push­
ing workers of the Order, these tried and true brothers, without feeling 
that the honor carries with it care and work, as well as pleasure and 
comfort.

The work of the Commander-in-Chief, and the work of our Order, 
has always seemed to me to be eminently practical as compared with, 
or distinguished from, the sentimental and theoretical. Brothers, it is 
the work of building up the Camps; it is the work of making out and 
forwarding reports; of bringing in worthy and good members to the 
Order, and of retaining the old, that must make and keep our Order in 
the front rank ; it is upon these details that our success depends.

I will not trespass upon your time at this hour to go into them in 
detail, in fact, 1 could not perhaps intelligently, but they must, with 
the assistance of those who are associated with me, be evolved and 
promulgated through the coming year, and I trust our efforts will be to 
advance and encourage the work for the Order. As we pause todaj’, in 
the light of the history of this eventful year, we must all feel that we 
are confronted with a peculiar situation in reference to our Order. A 
situation, however, that seems to me to be of advantage. We are 
organized to perpetuate the memories and principles for which our 
fathers fought, and to revere and commemorate their deeds, to uphold 
our Order, and by upholding it, become better and more intelligent 
citizens. Since our last meeting another war has been declared and 
has been fought, and we may safely say has been completely won. If 
it were not for the fact that the brothers of our Order,— and we can refer 
to those here present as well as those who are absent in the discharge 
of duty,— took such a conspicuous part in the legislation preceding this 
war, and in carrying it on, we might feel some doubt as to the future 
of our Order; but our brothers, true to the traditions of our fathers 
and of our Order, did lake such a conspicuous part that there can be 
no doubt about it. • They followed the Hag of their country; they went 
to a strange land, to a strange people, and carried with them inspira­
tion, hope and high resolve; and their coming back to join with us in 
this work seems to me an inspiration. They have added lustre to the 
flag, and their record will enable us to do better work for ‘the Order, 
inspire us with greater confidence in its principles, with a more fervent 
love of liberty and a higher sense of the privilege of citizenship in our 
country.

I thank you from the bottom of my heart. I trust one year hence 
when I lay down the office you have conferred upou me, that I will 
have so discharged the covenant of my obligation that I will have the 
honor of receiving from you then the assurance that I have kept the 
faith. [Applause.]
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GEO. E. COX ELECTED SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF.

The Senior Vice-Commander: The Adjutant-General will call the 
roll of Divisions for nominations for Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.

The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll of Divisions.

When the Division of Connecticut was called :
J. D. Hotchkiss of Connecticut: Commander, the Division of 

Connecticut yields to the Division of Maine.
E. K. Gould of Maine: Commander, on behalf of the Division of 

Maine 1 desire to present the name of Brother George E. Cox of Con­
necticut, for Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Are there any other nominations?
If not, nominations will be closed.

E. H. Archer of Ohio: Commander, I move that the Adjutant- 
General be instructed to cast the vote of the Encampment for George E. 
Cox for Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.

W. P. Feder of Kansas: Commander, I second the motion.
The Senior Vice-Commander put the question on the motion, and - 

the motion was agreed to unanimously.
The Senior Vice-Commander: Brother George E. Cox of Connect­

icut having received the vote of the Encampment for Senior Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief, I hereby declare him duly elected Senior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief of the Order for the ensuing year 
nations for Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief are now in order. The 
Adjutant will call the roll of Divisions.

Nomi

Z. C. GREEN ELECTED JUNIOR VICE-COM.MANDER-IN-CHIEF.

The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll.

When the Division of Nebraska was called :
A. II. Rawitzer of Nebraska: Commander, the Division of 

Nebraska desires to present the name of Past Commander F. .1. Coates 
of the Nebraska Division, for Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.

When the Division of South Dakota was called :
W. A. Morris of South Dakota: Commander, the Division of 

South Dakota presents the name of Past Division Commander Z. C. 
Green for Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief.

The Adjutant-General concluded the calling of the roll. .
The Senior Vice-Commander: There being no other nominations, 

the Commandery-in-Chief will proceed to.ballot.
The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll, when the Division 

of Nebraska was reached :
A H. Rawitzer of Nebraska: Commander, I desire to withdraw 

the name of Frank J. Coates, and cast the vote of the Nebraska dele­
gation for Colonel Green of Dakota. Eleven votes for Green.

The Adjutant-General concluded the calling of the roll, and the 
tellers announced the result as follows :
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o ,

Coates. Green.
Alabama and Tennessee 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut .
Illinois .
Indiana .
Iowa 
Kansas .
Kentucky 
Maine .
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
New Jersey .
New York 
Ohio .
Pennsylvania 
South Dakota 
Vermont 
Washington . 
Wisconsin

2 !
:

a ]10
4

1 3
10
3

3
2

11
2 1 !2

0
11

I 0 ;
8

15
4
1
1
1

Total 9620

i
The Senior Vice-Commauder: Brother Green having received 

ninety-six voles, a majority of the votes of this Encampment, he is 
hereby declared duly elected Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, for the 
ensuing year. The Adjutant-General will now call the roll of Divisions 
for nominations for Quartermaster-General.

■

FRED E. BOLTON ELECTED QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.

The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll.
When the Division of Kansas was called :
W. Y. Morgan of Kansas: Commander, on behalf of the Division 

of Kansas I desire to present the name of Fred E. Bolton of Massa­
chusetts, for Quartermaster-General.

R. M. J. Reed of Pennsylvania: Commander, on behalf of the 
Pennsylvania Division I desire to second the nomination of my 
esteemed and worthy friend from Massachusetts, Fred E. Bolton.

The Senior Vice-Commander: Are there any further nominations 
for Quartermaster-General? If not the Adjutant-General will call the 
roll and Division Commanders will announce the vote in their Divisions.

Win. E. Bundy of Ohio: Commander, I move that the rules be 
suspended and the Assistant Adjutant-General be directed to cast the 
unanimous vote of this Encampment for Brother Fred E. Bolton for 
Quartermaster-General.

The motion was seconded.
The Senior Vice-Commander put the question on the motion, and 

it was agreed to unanimously.

I

i

1

12
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The Assistant Adjutant-General: Brothers, in accordance with 
the vote just taken I now cast the entire vote of this Encampment for 
Brother Fred E. Bolton of Massachusetts, for Quartermaster-General 

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brother Fred E. Bolton having
received the vote of this Eucampmeut for Quartermaster-General, I 
hereby declare him elected Quartermaster-General of the Order for the 
ensuing term.

The next business in order is nominations for Couucil-in-Ckief. 
The Adjutant-General will call the roll.

ELECTION OF COUNCIL-IN-CHIEF.

The Adjutant-General called the roll of Divisions, and the fol­
lowing brothers were placed in nomination : —

C. L. Pierce of California.
James D. Rowen of Iowa.
J. E. Ilaycraft of Minnesota.
W. Y. Morgan of Kansas.
F. II. B. McDowell of Wisconsin.
E. II. Hansford of Kentucky.
II. II. Hammer of Pennsylvania.

W. Y. Morgan of Kansas: Commander, I desire to withdraw my 
name, if holding a commission, as Camp Captain renders me ineligible 
as a member of the Council-in-Chief.

Geo. B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, I would ask for a ruling 
by the Chair on the question of the eligibility of candidates who are 
now holding commissions in their Camps or Divisions, whether they 
can also hold, at the same time, a position in the Commandery-in-Chicf.

The Senior Vice-Commancler: The Chair is of the opinion that he 
cannot hold two commissions. I would have to hold that way, in the 
light of my own case, which has been before you. I would have to say 
that this Commandery-in-Chief has ruled that holding a commission in 
a Camp or Division would render a brother ineligible to hold an ollice 
in the Commaudery-in-Chief. I think the quickest way out of this 
would be for the brothers who hold commissions, who have been nomi­
nated for the Council-in-Chief, to indicate which ollice they would 
prefer to hold.

Geo. B. Abbott of Illinois: Commander, simply to get a decision 
by the Commandery-in-Chief on this question, I appeal from the 
decision of the Chair.

The appeal was seconded.
The Senior Vice-Commander: The decision of the Chair is appealed 

from. The Junior Vice-Commander will put the question on the appeal.
The Junior Vice-Commander: Brothers, the question is, shall the 

decision of the Chair be sustained. Those in favor of sustaining 
the decision of the Chair will so signify by .the usual voting sign of the 

Those opposed the same sign.Order. Down hands.
“ Division,” “ Division.”]

Those in favor of sustaining the decision of the Chair will please
[Crie3 of
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!rise to their feet and stand until counted. The Adjutant-General will 

count. Be seated. Those opposed will now rise.
The Adjutant-General reported sixty votes in favor of sustaining 

the decision of the Chair, and fifty in favor of sustaining the appeal.
The Junior Vice-Commander: The decision of the Chair is 

sustained.

i

i
Chas. L. Pierce of California: Commander, I desire to withdraw

■

my name.
E. W. Estes of New York: Commander, New York under the 

existing conditions, desires to withdraw the name of Colonel Hansford 
of Kentucky.

The Adjutant-General proceeded to call the roll, and the tellers 
reported the result as follows : —i

I =5 
S , |

© ■ q

-35 p 1 g 1 :1
(

BRoll call No. 8. = !
ei

I

Alabama and Tennessee 
California —
Colorado.......
Connecticut ..
Illinois...........
Indiana.........
Iowa .............
Kansas...........
Kentucky.......
Maine.............
Maryland.......
Massachusetts
Michigan.......
Minnesota----
Missouri.......
Nebraska.......
New Jersey.. •
New York----
Ohio..............
Pennsylvania .
South'Dakota.
Vermont.......
Washington • • 
Wisconsin----

1l 1
2 22

5; 5 r>
3 33

10 10 10 I4 44
4 4 4

10 10 10 • 1
33 3

3 3 3
i

i10 11 11 1V

3 3 3
4 44 !7 7 I

1111 11
1 11

7 7
88 8

1414 14
44 4 I

11 1
i1 11

79 100114 10 58Totals

The Senior Vice-Commander: Brothers H. H. Hammer, J. E. 
Haycraft and J. D. Rowen having received a majority of the votes of 
the Encampment, are hereby declared the three members of the Council- 
in-Chief for the ensuing year.

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS.

I-larlan Thomas of Colorado: Commander, the Committee on 
Resolutions has a couple of additional resolutions that it desires to

:

:
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report at this time. They are the customary resolutions of thanks 
are as follows : — and

Resolved, That the thanks of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the 
Commaudery-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., are hereby tendered to 
the Division of Nebraska, and the local Camps of that Division, who through 
their committee of arrangements have contributed to the comfort of its mem­
bers and helped to expedite the business of this session.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Commandcry arc hereby tendered to the 
Press of Omaha, the Associated Press, the railroads entering Omaha, and the 
Trans-Mississippi Exposition for the favors granted and courtesies extended to 
this Encampment.

The Senior Vice-Commander: If there is no objection the resolu­
tion will be considered adopted as read. Is there objection? The 
Chair hears none, and it is so ordered. What is the further pleasure 
of the Encampment?

II. V. Speelman of Ohio: Commander, I move that we proceed to 
the installation of officers.

II. J. Kline of Missouri: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to.
The Senior Vice-Commander: I will ask Past Cominander-iu-Chief 

Bundy of Ohio to take the Chair and install the Commandery-in-Chief 
officers.

PRESENTATION OF COMMANUER-IN-CIIIEF’s BADGE
Installing Officer, Wm. E. Bundy: Commander, I will ask Brother 

Gould, Judge Advocate-General on the staff of Commander-in-Chief 
Darling, to kindly come forward and receive on behalf of the Comman- 
der-in-Chief the badge that is always presented. It will be presented 
by Colonel Kline of Missouri.

II. J. Kliue of Missouri: Brother Gould, this proceeding is a little 
out of order, but it is due to the demands of our country, and we will 
try to make the best of it. As you are all aware this Encampment has 
placed on record a vote of confidence in Commander-in-Chief Darling, 
whose term expires with the installation now about to begin. It was 
done in no half-hearted way. I am confident that it was an honest ex­
pression. We ask you, Brother Gould, to say to Brother Darling that 
we honor him as much for his loyalty to the Sons of Veterans as we do 
for the loyalty he has demonstrated towards his couutry. Say to him 
we have missed his kindly presence, and we hope God’s providence 
will spare him to again be with his brothers in the Order; and say to 
him that we believe that this Order has never had a Commander-in- 
Chief who has been more honest in the discharge of his duties, 
him renewed assurance of our love and esteem, and this beautiful jewel, 
which is emblematic of his past rank.

E. K. Gould of Maine: Brother Kliue and brothers of the En­
campment, I am sure you share with me the profound regret that the 
man who so faithfully and so intelligently discharged the duties of the 
hjo-h office to which you called him a year ago, is not here in person to 
receive this crowning honor at your hands. I am sure his heart <r0es 
out to us on this occasion with yearning, but true to the patriotic prin­
ciples for which this Order has been called into existence, true to the

Give

I •
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loyalty that had been taught him at his fireside in Vermont, true to all 
the instincts of humanity, to all the splendid characteristics that go to 
make up that man you call Charles K. Darling, he has fulfilled the 
duties of this office in a manner that has received the commendation of 
the intelligent members, and they are all intelligent in this supreme 
body of our Order. Gentlemen, I regret that one so humble as myself 
is obliged to stand in the shoes of Charles K. Darling, and respond for 
the gift that is now bestowed upon him. A loyal man, a man who was 
willing to sacrifice every interest; to leave persoual comfort behind, to 
leave lucrative employment, that the grand old flag of his father might 
continue to wave as the flag of liberty aud humanity. We honor him 
today as the representative volunteer soldier of the Sons of Veterans. 
We honor him today because he stands for that great body of sons who 
have shouldered their muskets and added honor and glory to the history 
of this country.

Gentlemen, I am sure you do not. want to be detained by a long 
speech. Let me say briefly that he will appreciate this gift; his hon­
orable, generous nature will respond to this act of kindness on your 
part. lie will treasure it as a bright oasis in the desert of his hard 
labor, as one of the dearest things to be cherished in the long life of 
usefulness which 1 hope is before him. Gentlemen, again I thank 
you, in his behalf, for this magnificent gift.

:

;

I

I

1
INSTALLATION' OF OFFICERS.

Installing Officer Bundy: In the absence of the Inspector-General, 
I will appoint Brother O’Brien of Nebraska Inspector-General pro tern. 
The Adjutant-General will call the roll of the officers elect, and they 
will present themselves at the altar.

The newly elected oflicers, with the exception of the Commauder- 
in-Chief elect, were installed in due form, and escorted to their several 
stations.

'

i

Installing Officer Bundy: The Commander-in-Chief elect will please 
aunouncc his staff.

Commandcr-in-Chief elect Shepard: The staff will be appointed 
and the names promulgated by Geueral Order.

Commander-in-Chief elect Shepard was then duly installed and 
assumed command.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES.

Geo. B. Abbott of JUiuois : Commander, if there is nothing further 
before the Encampment, I move that we approve the minutes of this 
meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief as taken down by the stenographer, 
without reading.

The motion was seconded.
The motion was agreed to.
H. V. Speclman of Ohio: Commander, if there is no further busi­

ness, I move that this Encampment do now adjourn sine die.
A. W. Jones of Ohio: Commander, I second the motion.
The motion was agreed to, and the Encampment was closed in due

;

form:
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Boston, Mass., Dec. 17, 1808.
The foregoing is a true and correct record and report of the proceedings 

of the Seventeenth Annual Encampment of the Commandery-iu-Chief, Sons of 
Veterans, U.S.A., held in Creighton Hall, Omaha, Neb., Sept. 12, 13 and 14, 
A.D 1898, as recorded by the official stenographer.

■

GEORGE E. COGS1IALL, 
Past Senior Vice-Commander-in-ChiejAttkst :

Frkd E. Bolton,
Past Adjutant-General.
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RECORD OR ROLL CALLS.

Seventeenth Annual Encampment
OF THE

COM MAN DERY-IN-CHIEF, S.V., U. S. A.

The following shows those members of the Encampment answering roll 
P, present; — A, absent; — * Substitute Delegates.

calls: —

1COMMANDEHY-IN-CUIKF OFFICERS.
Coinman der-iu-Chief, Charles K. Darling......................
Senior Vice-Commandcr-in-Chicf, George E. Cogsliall 
Junior Vicc-Coramander-in-Chlef, James W. Noel —
Adjutant-General, Fred E. Holton...................................
Quartermaster-General, U. Loebenstein........................
Inspector-General, J. Frank Durston ...........................
Judge Advocate-General, Edward lv. Gould................
Surgeon-General, Dr. Dan. S. Gardner..........................
Cliaplain-in-Chief, Rev. Harry L. Veazey......................

f II. II. Hammer.................................
Councll-in-Chicf, ■! C. Borin.............................................

I J. E Ilaycraft.................................
PAST COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF.

1 2 3

t
1’ P P
P P P
P P P
P P P

PP P
P PP
P PP !

AA A1 PP P 
P P 
P i P

P
P

AA AA. P. Davis..........
George B. Abbott. 
Joseph B. Maccabe 
William E. Bundy 
William II. Russell

PPP
P P

PP P
PPP

PAST GRAND DIVISION COMMANDER.
PPPR. M. J. Reed

ALABAMA AND TENNESSEE.
V. Glib, Jr.............
L. W. Friedman .

PPP
Past Division Commanders, | PP P

CALIFORNIA AND H.I.
PPP-Commander, Charles L. Pierce.. 

Dclegate-at-Large, E. Z. Brokan PPP

COLORADO.
PPPCommander, Paul II. Limbacli 

Past Division Commanders, |
Delegate-at-Lnrge, Joseph Powell 
Alternate, Samuel Reiss................

PPPL. W. Kennedy 
Harlan Thomas PPP

PP A
P AP

CONNECTICUT.
Past Division Commander, George E. Cox
Delegato-at-Large, J. D. Hotchkiss............
Alternate, George W. Fletcher......................

PP P . ipp p
pp p

t Absent in the military service at Porto Rico.

‘M
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1 aILLINOIS. 3
Commander, William T. Church r P Pf F. McCrillis............

I C. T Orncr............
I George B. Stadden 

George II. Uurlburt
C. G. Marsh............
Frank L. Shepard . 
William G Dustin. 
John R. Neclev —

P P P
P P

P P P
i P P PPast Division Commanders,

P P P
P P P
P P P
P P P

Delegate-at-Large, Isaac Cuttci 
James Didders .. ■ 
R. D. Houlihan...
P. A. Durant........

[ Clark J. Tisdcl * .

P P P
P P P
P P 1*
P j P P
P I P ! P

Delegates,!:

INDIANA.
( L. F. Shultz — 

Delegates, \ S. C. Tipton * ..
III. D. P. Cline *

P P 
P P 
P P

A
A
A

IOWA.
Commander, W. W. Bisby................................
Past Division Commander, James D. Ilowen
Delegate-at-Large, J. H. York*......................

f W. II. Miller.................................
Delegates, ■! R. Show Van................................

(.J. B. Lyons *................................

P P
l» P
P 1*

P
i A
: A

A AP
A- P
A P

I A
; A: •

KANSAS.
Commander, John Redmond . P P P

( W. Y. Morgan............
Past Division Commanders, 4 Grant W. Harrington 

I W. P. Fedor................

P P P
P P P
P P P

Delegatc-at-Large, II. A. Russell *
( John F. Hauber........

Delegates, •] Charles Richards * ..
I L. B. Price *..............

P
P PP

i; p p p
pp p

KENTUCKY.
Commander, E. II. Hansford........
Delegate-at-Large, J. M. Volmcr* 
Delegates, Owen T. Watts..............

P J* 1»
P A A

■ P I AP
: MAINE.

Commander, George E. Leighton................
Delegate-at-Large, James S. Cooper............

MARYLAND.
Past Division Commander, E. R. Campbell 
Alternate, Charles S. Davis............................

:
P 1‘ P 

P • PP

P P | P 
P ; 1‘P

M A SS A Cl! US KTTS.
Commander, Leonard C. Couch....................
Past Division Commander, D. F. Goulding
Delegate-at-Large, George N. Howard----

f Thomas J. Hannon..................
J. II. Fayerweatlicr..................
B. F. Cook.................................

. Tilton S. Bell............................
Charles D. Rooney....................
P. L. Parker...............................

[John F. Hargraves*................

P I* P
P A P
P P P
P P PP I* PP P APDelegates, P PP P PP P PP P P
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21 3MICHIGAN.
Past Division Commander, Ii. E. Cowdin 
Delegate, L. E. Merchant...........................

i

p : p p
p i p p

MINNESOTA.
Commander, M. L. Cornmny..........
Delegatc-at-Lu rge, W. II. Adams* 
Delegate, C, N. Rawltzer................

I l P
i p' P

P
P

MISSOURI.1 P P 
A P 
P P 
P P

PCommander, .1. W. S. Dillon. 
Past Division Commanders, j 
Delegate-at-Large, S. G. Denny 
Delegates,

PH. J. Kline ... 
Fred E. Ernst P

1*
P P P 

P , P
.1. O. Diunm

Ptil. II. Bronson

INEBRASKA.
.A Pi P

, P PIP
P P P
P P P

Commander. A. II. Kawitzcr.......... iF. .1. Coates....................
F. P. Corrick................
P. A. Barrows..............
George F. Wolz............
F. A. Agncw..................
,J. C. Elliot.....................

t M. P. O’Brien.................

P P PPast Division Commanders > i P P P
P PA

A A P
A P PDelegate-at-Large, .1. Howard Heine 

Delegate, J. A. Beck......................... P P P

NEW JERSEY.
Commander, James M. Mathews............

NEW YORK.

p j pp - !
:

p p pCommander, E. W. Estes...............................
Past Division Commander, W. S. Oberdorf
Dclcgatc-at-Large, Joseph R. Swain..........

( E. C. Parkinson ........................
Delegates,-I W. A. Personins.......................

I II. II. Parker...............................

P P P
1’ P P
1* P P
P 1* P
P P P

OHIO.
Commander, Edward II. Archer..............
Past Division Commander, A. W. Jones 
Delcgate-at-Large, II. V. Speelman ....

'W. E. Baldwin....................
A. B. Maynard....................
J. S. Tyler *..........................
II. A. Green *......................

P1* P
; p p p

p p p
i p p p

p• p p
Delegates, PA A

! A P A

PENNSYLVANIA.
P PPCommander, A. S. Moulthrop.............................

Past Division Commander, Robert E. Hopkins
Dclcgatc-at-Largc, T. C. Harter........................

F. W. Briggs.................................
Walter E. Ross *.............................
George W. Dnbbs*........................

_ . . „ j B. E. Hover *.................................
Delegates, w F Fertig*.................................

I Joliu Carl, Jr*................................
| J. W. Bailey*.................................
{ B. F. Ilollenbach *..........................

Alternate, A S. Rhodes............................... ..

PPP
PI P P

P P P
P P P

P Pi ? P PP
i P 
: p

p p
pp

p p F
P P 
P ! P

I P 
1 P
I

\
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1 2SOUTH DAKOTA. 3
Commander, W. A. Morris...................
Past Division Commander, Z C. Green
Delegate-at-Large, Miles E. North.......
Delegate, E. 0. Eddy *.........................

P P PP P PPw p p
p p p

VERMONT.
Delegate, C. W. Staples PP Pi WASHINGTON. 
Delegate-at-Large,'E. G. Kreider...........

WISCONSIN.
Delegate-at-Large, F. H. B. McDowell • 
Delegate, 0. G. Braband*.....................

P P P

P P P
P P P

;

_____
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Cliaplain-in-Chicf, report of ............................................................
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Greeting from...............................................................................
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Report of ...............................................

Committee on Credentials:
Appointment of.....................................
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i,1 PageCommittee on Press, appointment of......................................

Committee on Resolutions:
Appointment of......................................................................
Report of......................................................................................

Committee on Ritual:
Continued.................................................................................
Report of......................................................................................
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Communications from:
Alabama and Tennessee Division......................................
Camps and Individuals...........................................................
Cogsliall, George E......................................................................
Darling, Charles Iv.......................................................................
Department Nebraska, W.R.C..................................................
Divisions .........................................................................
Friedman, M. D.......................................................................
Garfield Circle of Omaha......................................................
Ladies of the Grand Army......................................................
Lincoln Camp, Division of Missouri.................................
Manchester, Emma B..................................................................
McGuire, Newton J.....................................................................
Past Commanders, Pennsylvania Division......................
Smith, R. M.1, ... *......................................................
Spink, Arthur B...........................................................................
Wilkinson, Frauk 0.....................................................................
W. P. Sanders Camp 3, Division Alabama and Tennessee

Council-in-Chicf:
Election of.................................................................................
Report of ................................................................................

Courts-Martial:
Derusha, Adolph.....................................................................
Perkins, C. F................................................................................
Teetor, W. E........................................... .....................................

Cox, George E., elected Senior Vicc-Commandcr-in-Chlcf 
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Greeting from...........................................................................
Greeting to................................................................................
Jewel presented to....................................................................
Portrait of, presented...........................................................
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I
PREFACE.

TV T 0THING has occurred in the history of the organization of Sons 
[ of Veterans, U.S.A., which has given such glory to its record
or brought to its name such honor as this roll of heroes who, following 
in the footsteps of their illustrious fathers, have courageously exem­
plified the principles and precepts of our Order by responding to their 
country’s call and generously laying upon its altar their lives, their for­
tunes and their sacred honor. We are without fitting words to express 
our appreciation, and no phrase can be formed to convey our deep-felt 
gratitude. No act of ours cau lend lustre to their heroic deeds, nor 
exalt the nobility conferred by their “honorable discharge.” 
thankful for the privilege that permits us to take them by the hand and 
call them “ brothers.”

Nor does this Roll of Honor contain the names of all those of our 
brothers who stood ready to offer themselves for our country’s defence. 
There were many companies, battalions and regiments made up of 
members of our Order, duly enrolled, whose services had been tendered 
through their respective governors, to march forth at the summons of 
the President. History does not record more eager response or bitter 
disappointment than that of those who offered themselves and were 
denied an opportunity to follow in the footsteps of their fathers, 
it would be a pleasure to enumerate the many organized bodies duly 
enrolled, space will not permit.

A perusal of this Roll will show that these brothers served with 
honor and credit in every arm of the service, on land and at sea, and 
almost every rank, from the Hon. Cushman K. Davis, who served on 
the Peace Commission which brought to a successful termination our 
country’s negotiations for peace with Spain, extending down through 
all grades of rank to the boy who carried the musket.

Charles lv. Darling, at that time our honored Comnmnder-in-Chief, 
set a worthy example by a creditable service in Porto Rico, receiving 
honorable meutiou in General Orders for “gallantry and cooluess 
under fire,” part of the time in command of his regiment. There is no 
organization in the United States that sent forth so large a percentage 
of its membership as did the Sons of Veterans, aud it is doubted if 
any organization had as many members in our country’s service.

A& an example of the true patriotism throbbiug in the breasts of 
oui bioticis w o me gone into tjle 8ervjcej ^tio following letter from
0110 P a lnember of the California Division, now iu the
service in the Philippine Islands, is given.

i

We are

!

While

i

i



Battery A, First Battalion II. A., California U.S. Voluntrfik
In the Trenches at Novalita Isthmus! }

Philippine Islands, May 24,1899.

Commanding Cal. and ILL Division, S.V., U.S.A.
Sir ■ The undersigned, a member of Wm. McKinley Camp, No. 12, most 

resoectfullY requests permission to turn over to the Division a Philippine flag vMchhe too"from the headquarters of the «Insurgent” General Estrella y 

Santos, at Caridad,' on the day that San Roque and La Carulad were taken by 
the American forces (Feb. 9, 1899), Battery “ A” bemg in the advance on that 
occasion.

Col Harry T. Moore,

i

All captures belong to the United States, of course, but in this instance 
through the courtesy of the provost marshal the flag in question is permitted 
to become, if you -will kindly accept it, the property of the Order of Sons of 
Veterans, U.S.A.

Wrapped around the Philippine flag, which is sent to you by registered 
mail, is a boat flag which in aforetime the Philippinos had captured from the 
Spanish. This “Banner of Castile” the Philippinos hung up as a trophy on 
the walls of the old cathedral of San Roque. One of our men took it from 
hence when the ancient church was in flames after San Roque had been evac­

uate by the Insurrectos. But it was thought by the donor that it might do to 
go along with the other flag as a souvenir of the “ war. ”

The Sons of Veterans in the Philippines are now in a position to appreci­
ate the heroic work which their fathers did in preserving the Union, and the 
lessons of war inspire us with new devotion to our noble Order. Our fights 
are insignificant compared with the mighty engagements of the Civil War, and 
wnat we have done is unworthy of mention alongside of the glorious achicvc- 
„ne"8,0f th* brave aud loyal men of 18G1-65. But God helping us, we arc 
W„ .l0*3. ? 1 ^*d and if is our determination to carry it on to victory, 
the Qt! “ thG eUCl’ tbis iui»is rebellion will be crushed out, and under
PhilippineaislaiidsPe8 PCaCe’ Pl’°SreSS and liberlY wiU bless and enliShten thG

MemntLria^emen!S have already becu made for the suitable observance oi 
uni^Tn L 7 1\Manila’ and raemb«rs of the G.A.R. and the S.V. U.S.A. will 
honored dead*** * ° tender tribllte reverence aud respect to the nation s

!

at that time 1If Battery “A” is not actively engaged on the firing attend I
will apply for a pass to go to Manila on Memorial Day, and 1 
try and send you a report of the services.

Owing to the immense iucs. . g organ*
amount of moving around by the vanou ^ 

izations, as yet I have had no opportunity to attempt the foundation 0 
Camp. 1 am.aud prosperity.Wishing you and the Order all manner of success

Yours fraternally,
DAVID F. MORRIS,

Past Captain of McKinley

'
, No. I2'Camp

FRANK L. SHEPARD,
Commancler-in-Chief, S- V- , U.S-'1'

Official :
Gr. B. Abbott,

Adjutant• General.

•1
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SUCH IS THE DEATH THE SOLDIER DIES.

Robert^Burns Wilson in Atlantic Monthly.
■

i

Such is the death the soldier dies:
He falls, the column specds'away;

Upon the dappled grass he lies,
His brave heart following, still, the fray.

The smoke wraiths drift among the trees, 
The battle storms along the hill;

The glint of distant arms he sees,
He hears his comrades shouting still.

A glimpse of far-borne flags that fade 
And vanish in the rolling din;

He knows the sweeping charge is made, 
The cheering lines are closing in.

Unmindful of his mortal wound,
He faintly calls and seeks to rise;

But weakness drags him to the ground — 
Such is the death the soldier dies.
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THE MAN WITH THE MUSKET.

I Eoavako S. Tayloii, Chicago, in tho Century Magazine, July, 1SS6.

:
They are building as Babel was built, to the sky, 

With clash and con fusion of speech;
They are piling up monuments massive and high 

To lift a few names out of reach.
And the passionate green-laureled god of the great, 

In a whimsical riddle of stone,
Has chosen a few from the Field and the State 

To sit on the steps of his throne.

!

!

i

i
But 1—I will pass from this rage of renown,

This ant-hill commotion and strife, 
l’ass by where the marbles and bronzes look down 

With their fast-frozen gestures of life,
On, out to the nameless who lie ’ncatli the gloom 

Of the pitying cypress and pine;
Your man is the man of the sword and the plume, 

But the man of the musket is mine.

I knew him! By all that is noble, I knew 
This commonplace hero I name!

I’ve camped with him, marched with him, fought with him, too, 
In the swirl of the llercc battle-flame!

Laughed with him, cried with him, taken a part 
Of his canteen and blanket, and known 

That the throb of this chivalrous prairie boy’s heart 
Was an answering stroke of my own!

I knew him, I tell you! And, also, I knew 
When he fell on the battle-swept ridge,

That the poor battered body that lay there in blue 
Was only a plank in the bridge 

Over which some should pass to a fame
That shall shine while the high stars shall shiue! 

Your hero is known by an echoing name,
But the man of the musket is mine.

15



I knew him! All through him the good and the had 
Ran together and equally free;

But I judge as I trust Christ has judged the poor lad, 
For death made him noble to me!

Iu the cyclone of war, in the battle’s eclipse,
Life shook out its lingering sands,

And he died with the names that he loved on his lips, 
His musket still grasped in his hands.

Up close to the Hag my soldier went down 
In the salient front of the line!

You may take for your heroes the men of renown, 
But the man of the musket is mine!

* ** *
There is peace in the May-laden grace of the hours 

That comes when the day’s work is done;
And peace with the nameless who, under the flowers,

Lie asleep in the slant of the sun.
Beat the taps! Put out lights! and silence all sound!

There is rifle-pit strength iu the grave!
They sleep well who sleep, be they crowned or uncrowned, 

And Death will be kind to the brave.

Old comrades of mine, by the fast waning years 
That move to mortality’s goal,

By my heart full of love and my eyes full of tears,
I hold you all fast in my soul!

And I march with the May, and its blossomy charms 
I tenderly lay on this sod,

And pray they may rest there, old comrade in arms, 
Like a kiss of forgiveness from God.

-
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