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David V. Medert 

Commander-in-Chief 2008 / 2009                                           

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

David V. Medert of Chillicothe, Ohio was elected Commander-In-Chief at the SUVCW’s 127th 

National Encampment in Peabody, MA, on 9 August 2008. CinC Medert’s membership is based 

upon the service of his great-great grandfather, Cpl. Jacob Medert, Co. D, 126 th OVI.  

Br. Medert was born in Chillicothe, Ohio, the son of PCinC David R. and Patricia Fife Medert. 

The son of a retired Ohio State Highway Patrol Officer, Br. David’s lived in Jackson, 

Chillicothe, Mansfield, and Albany, Ohio, where he graduated from Alexander High School in 

May 1970.  

Following high school, Br. David enlisted in the U.S. Navy as a Cryptologist where he served 

until his retirement from active duty in 1993 as a Sr. Chief Petty Officer. During his 23-year 

career, he served onboard three submarines, an aircraft carrier, light cruiser, heavy cruiser, 

frigate, an airborne reconnaissance squadron, and numerous stateside and overseas duty 

assignments. His final assignment was as at the Bureau of Naval Personnel in Washington, DC, 

where he served as a Technical Advisor of a 4,000 member intelligence community.  

After retiring from the Navy, Br. Medert sold life insurance for a short time before becoming the 

Director of Human Resources for an Agency providing assistance for individuals with mental 

and physical disabilities and homemaker care for veterans. The last two years, he has been the 

Service Manager for Harley-Davidson of Chillicothe.  

Br. David is very active in Ohio Freemasonry. He is a member of Scioto Lodge 6, F&AM of 

Ohio and was Worshipful Master of his Lodge for two years. He is also active in the York Rite 
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where he was elected as Excellent High Priest of his Chapter, Illustrious Master of his Council, 

and Eminent Commander of his Commandery of Knights Templar, receiving his Knight York 

Cross of Honor in 2002. He was also the 7th Masonic District Deputy Grand Master for three 

years.  

Br. David joined Gov. Wm. Dennison Camp 125, Dept. of Ohio in May 1988 and subsequently 

served as Camp Secretary/Treasurer. In 1996, he formed the Sgt Richard Enderlin Camp 73, 

where he served as Camp Commander. Medert has been active in the Dept. of Ohio and served 

as Dept. Commander in 2000. Under his leadership, the Dept. of Ohio chartered five new Camps. 

Following that post, David was elected Dept. Secretary/Treasurer.  

Br. Medert has been active in Civil War reenacting since his father introduced him to it in the 

late 1950s at the tender age of seven. The Civil War wasn’t 100 years old and Medert and his 

Father were actively involved in artillery providing demonstrations at the Ohio State Fair and 

local community events. In 1993, he joined Battery I, 1st Ohio Lt. Artillery, where he served as 

Battery Commander for 7 years.  

Nationally, Br. Medert was the Nat..Membership List Coordinator, served on the Legislation 

Committee, as Adjutant General of the SVR, and in 1997, was appointed Commanding General 

of the Sons of Veterans Reserve, holding that position until his retirement in 2007. He is the 

recipient of the SVR Meritorious Service Medal, Distinguished Service Medal and the 

SUVCW’s Meritorious Service Medal with Gold Star.  

He and his wife Dianna of 27 years have two sons and seven grandchildren  
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Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

128th National Encampment 
Louisville, KY — August 13 - 16, 2009 

 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

 
    Time     Event    Officer in Charge 

 
Thursday, August 13, 2009 

1 - 5 PM    On-site Registration        PDC Walter E. Busch 
12 PM - 5 PM   Lincoln Birthplace & Museum Tour        PDC Timothy Downey 

7 - 9 PM       On-site Registration       PDC Walter E. Busch 
8:30 PM    Council of Administration Meeting  CinC David V. Medert 

 
 

Friday, August 14, 2009 
8 AM - 7 PM    On-site Registration    PDC Walter E. Busch 

        8 AM          Memorial Service     Natl. Chaplain Jerome Kowalski 
8:30 AM    Joint Opening Natl.   CofS, SUVCW & ASUVCW 

9:30 - 11:30 AM   Business Session    CinC David V. Medert 
11:30 AM - 1 PM    Lunch        
1 - 5 PM    Business Session    CinC David V. Medert 

 5:30 PM    PCinC & PNP Dinner    PNP Barbara Mayberry 
       7 - 8:30 PM    Campfire      Dept. of Kentucky 
       8:30 -10 PM    Courtesy Hour Natl.    CofS PDC D. Brad Schall 
 

 
Saturday, August 15, 2009 

         7 AM - 8 AM     SVR Breakfast   BG Robert E. Grim, SVR 
      8 AM - 12 PM    On-site Registration    PDC Walter E. Busch 

        9:30 - 11:30 AM    Business Session    CinC David V. Medert 
   11:30 AM - 1 PM     Lunch         

1 - 5 PM      Business Session         CinC David V. Medert 
       6:30 - 10 PM    Allied Orders Banquet  Natl. CofS PDC D. Brad Schall 

 
 

Sunday, August 16, 2009 
  7 AM    Non-denominational Church Service                   Natl. Chaplain Jerome Kowalski 

8 AM                    Council of Administration Meeting    CinC Elect 
    10 AM    Cave Hill Memorial Service & Tour    Dept. of Kentucky 
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Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Commander-in-Chief National Encampment Agenda – 2009 
 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Registration table is now secured, along with the 

Quartermaster‟s Store and Foundation Store.  Are now secured 

until break.  Guide, determine if all present are entitled to 

remain.  Color Bearer, you will assist on the right.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) Membership Cards being verified 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The National Secretary will now call the roll of Officers 

of the Encampment. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo Kennedy? 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James Hanby? 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 National Secretary Don Palmer is here.  National 

Treasurer, Max Newman? 

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 National Quartermaster, Danny Wheeler? 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

Present.  

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Council of Administration member, Brad Schall? 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Council of Administration member, Bob Petrovic? 

Council of Administration, Robert M. Petrovic 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Council of Administration member, Perley Mellor? 

Council of Administration, Perley E. Mellor 

 Present  

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Council of Administration member, Henry Shaw? 

Council of Administration, Henry E. Shaw Jr. 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 
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 Council of Administration member, Eric Schmincke? 

Council of Administration, Eric J. Schmincke 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Council of Administration member, Charlie Kuhn? 

Council of Administration, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 National Aide de Camp, D. Matthew Medert? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Not here. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Camp-at-Large and Department Organizer, Gary 

Brewer? 

National Camp-at-Large and Department Organizer, Gary Brewer 

 Not Present 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski? 

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Chief of Staff Brad Schall is already acknowledged.  

National Civil War Memorials Officer, Kevin Tucker? 

National Civil War Memorials Officer, Kevin P. Tucker 

Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Counselor, Robert Grim? 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Here. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Eagle Scout Certificate Coordinator Bob Petrovic 

has already been acknowledged. National GAR Highway Officer, 

Gary Parrott? 

National GAR Highway Officer, Gary E. Parrott 

Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Graves Registration Officer, James Davenport.  

– Not Present 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Historian, Robert Wolz? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Not here. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 National Liaison to Cathedral Of The Pines, Richard 

Woodbury? - Not Present 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Liaison to MOLLUS, Gordon Bury? --Not Present   

National Membership-at-Large Coordinator, Alan Russ? 

National Member-at-Large Coordinator, Alan L. Russ 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry Sayre? 
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National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Signals Officer, Ken Freshley? 

National Signals Officer, Ken L. Freshley 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Washington D. C. Representative, Andrew Johnson? 

Washington D. C. Representative Andrew Johnson 

 Here, sir. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Thank you.  National Webmaster Ken Freshley has already 

been acknowledged.  National Color Guard, Keith Karcher? 

National Color Guard, Keith G. Karcher 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Guard, Charles Engle, Jr. ? 

National Guard, Charles H. Engle, Jr. 

 Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Guide, Donald Martin? 

National Guide, Donald Martin 

Present. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Sir, the roll of Officers has been called. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brothers, upon what principals was our Order founded and 

for what duties are we responsible? 

Encampment (in unison) 

 FRATERNITY, CHARITY, AND LOYALTY.    

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brothers, we meet again as Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War, in annual session, to review the work of the past 

and to plan for the future.  May our conduct and our 

deliberations be marked by mutual tolerance and fraternal 

courtesy, ever keeping in mind our duty to our country, our 

God, and to ourselves.  At this time, I‟d like to have the 

blessing of the Chaplin. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

National Chaplain, Jerome W. Kowalski 

 Our Heavenly Father, high and mighty Ruler of the 

Universe, who looks down upon the government of men.  We 

earnestly ask your favor to bless our native land and preserve 

in purity and integrity its free institutions for all coming 

times.  Bless our Order.  Grant that it may long exist.  That 

it may continue to be an instrument of great good to all.  

Give us willing hands and ready hearts to carry out properly 

its principals and objects.  Keep green in our minds the 

memory of those who have sacrificed so much for the life of 

the nation might be preserved and deal with them and all 
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things with your special mercy.  Give us your aide in 

conducting the business for which we are assembled.  So bless 

us in charity and justice, peace and harmony shall remain and 

flow from us.  If you agree with me, please say Amen. 

Encampment (in unison) 

 AMEN. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brothers, please join me in giving the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the flag of our country.  

Encampment (in unison) 

 I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA AND TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH IT STANDS ONE NATION 

UNDER GOD INDIVISIBLE WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

By the virtue of the authority vested in me, I hereby 

declare the 128th Annual Encampment of National Organization, 

Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War, duly opened for 

the transaction of such business as may legally and properly 

come before it.  Brother Guard, admit all Brothers and persons 

qualified to enter. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Good morning. 

Encampment (in unison) 

 GOOD MORNING. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 For all you Methodist sitting in the back of the room, 

can you hear me? 

Encampment (in unison) 

 YES. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I was reminded that there are plenty of empty seats, but 

at this …  I‟m Methodist.  That‟s why I can get by with saying 

that.  It‟s typical that Methodist always go to the back of 

the room.  I don‟t know why. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  I‟m gonna go ahead and appoint the Committee on 

Credentials, and that would be Brother Walt Bush as Chairman, 

Joseph Hall, Thomas Brown, James Ward, and assisting would be 

Brothers Bruce Lane, Eric Schmincke, and Rod Price.  I want to 

thank the Credentials Committee for what they‟ve done so far, 

and getting everybody registered and looking forward to 

hearing your report in a few minutes.  At this time, I‟d like 

to go ahead and recognize some guests that we have with us 

this morning.  And I‟d like to ask Brother Keith Karcher to 

escort them to the podium, please. 

National Color Guard, Keith G. Karcher 

 I‟d like to introduce State Treasurer, Todd Hollenbach, 
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IV.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 First, please give us a round of applause for our State 

Treasurer. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Treasurer of Kentucky, Todd Hollenbach, IV 

 Welcome gentlemen, and thank you for choosing Kentucky as 

the site of your 2009 Encampment, as we mark the bi-centennial 

anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln.  The State of 

Kentucky in the Civil War and the story of the State of 

Kentucky in the Civil War is complicated and painful.  It 

turned into a brothers war here in Kentucky, with families 

divided and sections of the State set one against the other.  

Kentucky is not only the birthplace of Abraham Lincoln, just 

south of here 200 years ago, it was also the birth place of 

Jefferson Davis.  The presence of slavery in a land found on a 

principal of freedom, perhaps made the Civil War an inevitable 

conflict.  As a border state in the notorious slave trading 

region, Kentucky‟s involvement in the tragic blood letting was 

unavoidable.  Although officially neutral, neutrality for a 

border state like Kentucky was impossibility.  And 

approximately one hundred thousand Kentucky men joined the 

ranks of the Union Army.  While approximately forty thousand 

Kentucky men joined up as Confederate Soldiers.  As a rule, 

bluegrass aristocrats and western Kentucky farmers favored the 

Confederate cause while urban dwellers and eastern Kentuckians 

displayed allegiance to the Union.  While most of the 

skirmishes on Kentucky soil occurred during the first two 

years of the war, extensive property and human losses, coupled 

with personal hatreds, emotional wounds, crippled Kentucky for 

several generations after the war ended.  Now as most of you 

know, endless scholarship is focused on the events and 

conditions leading to the great conflict.  And many factors 

combined to give us a Union victory.  Some believe it was the 

economic and industrial strength of the northern states that 

gave them an insurmountable advantage.  In fact, a great and 

colorful Kentucky statesman, a gentleman named Happy Chandler, 

who‟s ancestors were southern sympathizers, he used to say, 

“My grand pappy told me we could have beat them northerners 

with corn stalks.  But the only problem was, them northerners 

wouldn‟t fight us with cornstalks”!   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Treasurer of Kentucky, Todd Hollenbach, IV 

 Anyway, I believe it was the mettle of the men who fought 

for the Grand Army of the Republic, for the Union, and the 

rightness of their cause that made a Union victory inevitable.  

And thank the good Lord that it ended as it did.  Because of 

the dedication and bravery of many of your ancestors, we now 

live in a country where it is possible for the modern day 

successor to President Abraham Lincoln, Barack Obama, to be a 
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man of African ancestry.  And I think that really says 

something. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Treasurer of Kentucky, Todd Hollenbach, IV 

 I know that many of you through your ancestry have a deep 

personal connection to the Civil War and the Grand Army of the 

Republic.  So in the interest of full disclosure, I‟ll share 

with you that I too have an ancestral connection.  My great- 

great-grandfather, Theodore Coward, fought in that great 

conflict. I look around the room and I told you Happy 

Chandler‟s theory.  My, my theory‟s changed considerably since 

I‟ve seen you men here.  You guys are a very, very thick lot.  

You look like the front line for Notre Dame. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Treasurer of Kentucky, Todd Hollenbach, IV 

 So I hesitate to share this with you, but my great- 

great-grandfather fought for the Confederacy.  For a unit 

known as the Orphans Brigade, which started off four thousand 

men strong and at the end of the War, there were only two 

hundred survivors.  He had his left arm blown off by cannon 

fire.  And we have a picture that hangs in my house of he and 

the rest of the surviving members, about fifteen years after 

the war ended, in their Confederate grays with their long gray 

beards and his sleeve just dangling there.  In any event, I 

love history.  I love Kentucky history.  I love American 

history.  I think it‟s wonderful that there‟s an organization 

like yours that keeps that alive.  That keeps the history not 

just in text books, but keeps it at the personal level. 1895, 

I‟m told, is the last time you all were here.  I understand 

that‟s also the year that Jefferson Davis died.  I hope that 

it‟s not that long after this year that, that we can, that we 

have to wait to get you back.  Thank you so much for being 

here.  Thank you for choosing Kentucky.  We‟re glad you‟re 

here.  And welcome. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

National Color Guard, Keith G. Karcher 

 Commander,  I have the pleasure to present to Mr. Ron 

Wolf, representative of the Mayor of Louisville.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Thank you.  Please join us in welcoming the 

representative from the Mayor‟s office.   

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Ron Wolf, Louisville, Kentucky Mayor’s Office 

 Thank you Commander-in-Chief and on behalf of Mayor Jerry 

Abramson, I do want to say welcome, welcome to Louisville.  As 

you honor your ancestry, you also honor the citizens of 

Louisville by having your 2009 Encampment in our fair city.  

And for that, we say thank you.  If you do have some extra 
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time, I would encourage you to go down to our Waterfront Park.  

This past spring, we dedicated a brand new statue there of 

Abraham Lincoln.  It is widely believed that while Mr. 

Lincoln, before his term as President, he was visiting our 

city and he was greatly struck with the fact that, you know, 

while watching people in and around our waterfront, a slave 

boat came by and he was greatly disturbed at what he saw.  And 

that is believed that that was the formation of his opposition 

to slavery.  And so our statue and our monument down there is 

in honor of that position that the President formulated while 

in Louisville.  And we hope that you‟ll have an opportunity to 

go and, and see that first hand.  As Treasurer Hollenbach 

said, I‟m hoping that it won‟t be another hundred plus years 

before you folks decide to return to our fair city and, and 

honor us again with your presence.  And maybe as a little bit 

of encouragement, Commander, please know that Mayor Abramson 

has declared August 13
th
 through August 15

th
 as Allied Orders 

of the Grand Army of the Republic Days in the City of 

Louisville.   

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Again, I thank you both for bringing greetings and thank 

you for welcoming us into your fair State.  We‟re all looking 

forward to it.  I‟m anxious to see the Brothers here on the 

roller coaster next door, probably this evening! 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you again.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, at this time, I‟d like to give a special round of 

thanks to Brother Keith Karcher and the Department of Kentucky 

for the wonderful Encampment they have provided to us. If you 

would all please stand and give them a hand. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Keith, do you have anything you want to say, or … 

Department of Kentucky, Keith G. Karcher 

 I‟m speechless.   

 

Encampment 

 (chuckle) 

Department of Kentucky, Keith G. Karcher 

 I‟m glad everybody‟s here. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  Thank you again.  You‟re fired after Sunday. 

Encampment 
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 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Now I‟d like to go ahead and lay out the 

groundwork for the rules of the Encampment and I would like to 

give special thanks to Past Commander-in-Chief Jim Pahl for, 

for providing me this script to follow.  You try to look back 

and we try to remember all the Encampments you come to, how 

did they to it?  How did they do it?  What should I say when?  

And Jim was kind enough …uh… to pass along his script to me 

which I am using.  Okay.  The Encampment will be conducted in 

accordance with Robert Rules of Order, 10
th
 Edition.  These 

Rules may be suspended by two-thirds vote of the Encampment 

body present and voting.  Past Commander-in-Chief James Pahl 

will serve as Parliamentarian.  Officers, other than the 

Commander-in-Chief, shall NOT read their submitted written 

reports unless there is an addition to the report.  All 

officer reports will, recommendations have been provided in 

the pre-printed reports.  Chairmen of Standing and Special 

Committees shall NOT read their respective reports.  Rather, 

they will cite the page on which their report is located.  And 

state whether there are or are not any additions and read 

their recommendations, if any.  Recommendations from Standing 

Committees will be voted on as they arise.  When speaking on 

an issue at this Encampment, no person shall speak more than 

twice to any issue.  Each time not to exceed five minutes.  

Except the person making the motion may answer questions and 

also use up to two minutes to close the debate.  Which 

privilege is not cancelled by action ordering the previous 

question.  Exceptions being granted by a two-thirds vote of 

the Encampment.  The Commander-in-Chief reserves the right to 

limit debate on a particular issue, including but not limited 

to, designating the maximum number of speakers allowed to 

speak as to each side of the question on the floor.  This is 

when you get a chance to see everybody reach for their 

pockets.  Cell phones are to be turned off or set to vibrate 

to alert an incoming call.  Violations of this rule result in 

a five dollar fine paid to the host Committee.   

Encampment 

 (chuckle) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

All cell phone conversations must be conducted outside 

the Encampment meeting room.  And I do ask for forgiveness now 

if you see me reaching for my cell phone.  It may be because 

of a call from home and some of you may understand why.  At 

the sound of the gavel prior to the election of Officers, this 

is during the election, anyone outside the room will not be 

allowed to enter until this session is done.  All general 

voting shall be the use of your voting card.  The Commander-

in-Chief reserves the right to use other forms of voting, 

including but not limited to, private ballot, rising, or roll 

call voting as deemed necessary.  All motions, amendments, 

substitutions, or other actions initiated from the floor, 
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other than procedural motions or corrections of spelling or 

typographical errors, may be requested by the National 

Secretary to be put in writing for final reading before the 

Encampment votes on that matter.  Encampment Committees shall 

only consider matters properly referred to them by the 

Commander-in-Chief after receiving them from the floor of this 

Encampment.  Each item must be reported back to the floor of 

the Encampment with the Committee‟s recommendation to adopt, 

reject, refer, or other appropriate action.  When rising to 

address the Encampment to be recognized by the Chair, use one 

of the available microphones.  And we have one at the back of 

the room, well, midway in the room, and one right behind the 

Senior Vice.  Upon being recognized, salute the Chair and 

announce your name, Department, and any office you may hold.  

Any requests for funds from the Special Projects Fund or other 

such funds of the Order are to be submitted in writing to the 

National Treasurer prior to noon on Saturday, with complete 

information as to what the project is, who is chairing the 

project, the address for which any award may be mailed.  All 

such requests will then be presented to the National 

Encampment for considerations.  All discussions will be 

included in the spirit of fraternity, charity, and loyalty.  

And with that, I would like to entertain a motion to adopt 

these rules. 

Several 

 So moved. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I have a motion and I need a second. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I have a second.  Any discussion?  Hearing none, all 

those in favor, signify by raising your voting card.  Opposed?  

Same sign.  Motion passed. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 At this time, I‟d like to introduce, we did it once 

during the joint opening, but some of you all were not here 

and I‟d like to take this time to recognize these special 

Brothers who have, I hope that everybody in this room gets the 

opportunity to ascend to the chair of Commander-in-Chief 

because if you do, you will find you‟ve got a valuable 

resource of knowledge when having a question or a concern.  

And if you do something wrong, they‟ll be more than glad to 

help you out in the right decision. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So with that, I‟d like to introduce the Past Commanders-

in-Chief.  And the first one, I need to let everybody know 
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that thirty years ago this weekend, Past Commander-in-Chief 

Richard Greenwalt was elected to Commander-in-Chief. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟m only going to read the names that are present.  

Charles W. Corfman.   

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Elmer F. Atkinson. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Allen Moore. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Alan Loomis. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Richard Orr. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Colonel Andrew M. Johnson. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Danny Wheeler.   

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Edward Krieser. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Robert Grim. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Stephen Michaels. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Donald Eugene Darby. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 James Pahl. 
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Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And Charlie Kuhn. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And I‟ve been serious. They have been a wealth of 

information, a wealth of knowledge, and have assisted me in 

invaluable ways.  And I do thank you Brothers for your help.  

Well we‟ve already had our Memorial Services.  I would like to 

request all Brothers, please rise and have a thirty second 

moment of silence for our departed Brothers.  

Encampment 

 (moment of silence) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Amen.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

At this time, I‟d like to honor all of those in our 

assembly who have honorably served the country of this great 

world we live in.  Would I please have all the Veterans, 

especially that of the greatest generation, please rise to be 

recognized. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Brothers.  It‟s through your efforts and those 

of your shipmates and your comrades who have kept this great 

freedom that we do enjoy and that others wish they could enjoy 

as we do.  I do, and again, I do thank you.  Okay.  

Appointments of Special Encampment Committees, Constitution 

and Regulations, Past Commander-in-Chief Bob Grim, Past 

Commander-in-Chief Rich Orr, Past Department Commander Brad 

Schall, and Past Commander-in-Chief Charlie Grim.  Oops, 

Charlie Kuhn. 

Encampment 

 (chuckle) 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 How did I do that?  That‟s a “Grim” mistake. 

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Resolutions:  Past Commander-in-Chief James Pahl, Past 

Department Commander Bill Vieira, Past Department Commander, 

Tad Campbell, Past Commander-in-Chief Don Darby.  Officers 

Reports:  Past Commander-in-Chief Richard Orr, Past Department 

Commander Alan Russ, Past Department Commander Ken Freshley, 

Past Department Commander Eugene Mortorff.  And our Rituals 
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and Ceremonials:  Past Department Commander James Hanby, 

Department Commander Kevin Tucker, and Past Department 

Commander Eric Schmincke.  Also want to make a couple of 

appointments for this Encampment.  And that is to assist our 

Chief of Staff, his son and grandson, E. Braden Shaw and 

Christopher Braden Shaw, as to help out our Chief of Staff.  

How many, can I ask the prior Chiefs of Staff, to rise?  

Anybody who had served as Chief of Staff?  What an easy job, 

right? 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 My hands off to all of you.  I mean, you‟ve done a great 

job and as Brother Schall found out it‟s, it‟s a full-time 

job.  And no Commander-in-Chief could do what they do without 

your assistance.  So I thank all of you. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Fraternal Relations Visitations, we will receive 

visitations tomorrow afternoon at thirteen hundred.  For Coast 

Guard, Mickey‟s big hand‟s on the twelve and the little one‟s 

on the one.   

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Visiting the Ladies the Auxiliary to the Sons, would be 

Past Commander-in-Chief Steven Michaels and Past Department 

Commander Tad Campbell.  Response would be by Past Commander-

in-Chief James Pahl.  Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic 

Past Commander-in-Chief Charles Corfman. Brother Douglas 

Fidler.  And the response from Colonel Andrew Johnson.  Okay.  

before you guys do go over, see me.  I do have gifts to give 

to them.  Okay.  At this time, I‟d like to entertain a motion 

that all Officer Reports be referred to the Encampment 

Committee on Officer Reports. 

Several 

 So made. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion.  Have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion and a second.  Any discussion?  All in 

favor, signify by raising your voting cards.  Opposed?  Same 

sign.  

  

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion passed.  I‟m gonna make one real quick 

announcement right now.  We are running a little bit behind 
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today.  We do have a very busy schedule.  Tomorrow, I know it 

says on our schedule to start the Encampment at nine thirty.  

I‟d like to start the Encampment at nine o‟clock.  We do have 

a SVR Breakfast at eight tomorrow morning and I know how Don 

Darby is the Adjutant and gets a little bit windy in his 

discussion, so instead of moving it to eight thirty, we‟ll, 

we‟ll go ahead and start at nine.  Brother Senior Vice 

Commander-in-Chief, I‟d like to pass the Chair to you.  

National Officers, Delegates, and Brothers of the 128
th
 

National Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War, honored guests.  In May 1988, while home on leave from 

the Navy, my father, laid a piece of paper on the kitchen 

table and demanded, give me eighteen dollars and sign this.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Being a military person and an obedient son, I said sure.  

What did I just do?  You just joined the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War.  And for the next twenty years, he 

explained to me about the Sons.  Even while I was active.  

Unbeknownst to me, I was about to begin at that time an 

exciting and rewarding journey through one of the best 

organizations I have had the privilege of belonging to.  

Today, twenty-one years later, I humbly stand before you and 

report that the state of our Order is excellent, improving on 

a daily basis, and is financially sound.  The success of this 

administration would not have been possible without the corps 

of Officers you elected to assist me, as well as the appointed 

Officers and their staff, tasked with the many projects to 

carry on the charge levied upon us by the Grand Army of the 

Republic.  With that in mind, I ask that all elected and 

appointed Officers please stand and be recognized.  Brothers, 

these are the Officers and men you have elected to do the 

charge. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  However, the true strength of the Order lies 

with you.  The thousands of Brothers of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War.  You comprise the Camps and 

Departments of the Order.  You are registering graves and 

memorials.  You are conducting seminars on the history of the 

Civil War.  You are promoting the moral objects of the Order.  

You are doing the work of the Order.  Without you, this Order 

would cease to exist.  This year, I was honored to grant 

permission to form eleven new Camps, with seven of those Camps 

having already received their Charters.  And the remainder 

will be receiving theirs in the very near future.  There has 

also been interest expressed in forming new Camps in Arizona, 

Louisiana, and Oregon.  Our membership had a positive growth 

this year of a hundred and forty-five new members.  In 

December 2008, General Order Number 2 was written to address a 
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long standing problem with hand written reports to National 

Headquarters.  Due to illegible hand writing, new members and 

members that changed addresses did not receive The Banner or 

any other form of communication from National.  With requiring 

all submitted reports be submitted via forms on the web or 

typewritten, this problem has for all practical poipuses (sic) 

been eliminated.  As you recall, the 126
th
 National Encampment 

approved Junior Associates.  As this required a change to our 

Constitution and to the Regulations, this did not take effect 

until the 127
th
 National Encampment.  In order for Departments 

and Camps to allow Junior Associates, Camps and Department by-

laws needed to be changed stating such.  Camp by-laws are 

approved by the Department, and Department by-laws are 

approved by the Commander-in-Chief.  In February 2009, the 

General Order Number 8 was written to remind Departments of 

this requirement and to submit their by-laws for approval.  

Effective this date, the following Departments have submitted 

their by-laws for approval of the Commander-in-Chief and are 

now accepting Junior Associates:  Georgia / South Carolina, 

Indiana, Kansas, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 

Missouri, New York, Rhode Island, and Wisconsin / Minnesota.  

Those Departments that did not submit their by-laws allowing 

this change are not permitted to accept Junior Associates nor 

are the Camps within that Department.  At the 127
th
 National 

Encampment, legislation was introduced to amend the 

Constitution to allow the Commander-in-Chief to delay the 

action of the previous National Encampment if he felt that 

action is in violation of our Charter, the Constitution, the 

Regulations, or Federal Law.  The Commander-in-Chief‟s ability 

to exercise this privilege can only be allowed if approved by 

a two-thirds majority vote of the Council of Administration.  

It does not give the Commander-in-Chief veto power.  As this 

was a change to the Constitution, approval of fifty-one 

percent of the Departments were required to act upon it.  On 8 

August 2009, General Order Number 15 was issued stating the 

legislation had been ratified.  The sesqui-centennial of the 

Civil War is rapidly approaching.  Many Departments and Camps 

have been actively making preparations over the last several 

years for this historic event.  As Commander-in-Chief, I have 

been placed on distribution to receive news bulletins and 

updates from several state government officials announcing 

their plans to commemorate the 150
th
 Anniversary of the Civil 

War.  Unfortunately, I must sadly report to you that due to 

the countries‟ economic situations, many states have had to 

dramatically reduce their budget for this event.  And in some 

cases, had to eliminate it completely.  This is a time when we 

need to step up and assist our local governments in promoting 

the sesqui-centennial.  As Americans, we cannot afford to let 

this opportunity to pass.  There already exists a great deal 

of misunderstanding regarding the Civil War.  How it began, 

when, why did it happen, and who started it.  Misinformed 

citizens and politically correct politicians are refusing to 
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allow the citizens of Confederate Veterans to honor their 

ancestors in military parks.  Unless we help promote the 

sesqui-centennial, unless we take the opportunity to inform 

the public, the impact of the Civil War had on this great 

county, it will be forever lost in the annals of history.  I 

encourage each of you to contact your local and state 

government officials and offer your assistance in help raising 

funds in order for this commemoration to proceed.  The focus 

of this administration is centered on leadership and 

education.  Consolidating the digest in Constitution and 

Regulations, recruitment and retention, and the principals of 

fraternity, charity, and loyalty.  Two special Committees were 

formed following the 127
th
 Encampment to meet the first two 

objectives.  The Education and Leadership Committee was 

charged with the task of developing an education program that 

would allow members to become better Sons leaders by enhancing 

their knowledge of the documents governing the Order.  The 

Digest Committee was tasked to review the Digest, which is a 

compilation of rulings of Past Commanders-in-Chiefs, and if 

possible, incorporate those rulings into the Constitution and 

Regulations so we would have one governing document for the 

Order.  In September 2008, the Battle Flag Preservation 

Committee was formed to locate and document the condition of 

Civil War Battle Flags and to assist Departments and States 

with their efforts in securing legislation supporting, 

providing funds necessary to preserve these valuable 

artifacts.  During the course of this Encampment, you will be 

listening to the results of these Committees and in some 

cases, voting on their recommendations.  One area I sought to 

revitalize is that of Patriotic Instructor.  The Grand Army of 

the Republic felt this is such an important position, they 

established a position on the floor of the meeting room.  Each 

meeting concluded with a message from the Patriotic 

Instructor.  Over the course of time, this position became 

less important and in some instances, only being filled 

because it is required.  Some has stated that due to the 

length of their Camp or Department meetings, there is little 

time available for the Patriotic Instructor to give a lesson.  

I have never heard a Patriotic Instructor give a lesson at the 

Department Encampment.  Including my own.  Brothers, it only 

takes a few minutes to give a small lesson in patriotism.  

Past National Patriotic Instructors have placed numerous 

lessons on our website to assist Department and Camp Patriotic 

Instructors with their duties.  If we know our Camp or 

Department meeting is going to be long, place the lesson at 

the beginning of the meeting.  Lessons do not have to be 

lengthy.  Many lessons can be brief, but yet fulfilling.  We 

are approaching the sesqui-centennial of the Civil War.  A 

golden opportunity has presented itself for lessons in 

patriotism.  Let‟s take advantage of it and not lose sight of 

this valuable position.  I had mentioned earlier that we had 

an increase in membership of a hundred and forty-nine members.  
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I congratulate every one of you for your efforts out there in 

recruiting these members.  But what I did not tell you that is 

we lost four hundred and thirteen.  Five hundred and sixty-two 

applications for membership were processed October 2008.  Five 

hundred and sixty-two members, yet four hundred and thirteen 

members are no longer with us.  What could have possibly 

happened to them?  Some we lost can be attributed to the 

crucible of time which we must all eventually encounter.  But 

what about the others?  There was no disciplinary actions 

requiring a Brother to be removed from the Order.  So again, I 

ask you, what happened to these Brothers?  First, why does 

someone join a fraternity such as ours?  Obviously, they have 

an interest in the Civil War.  Possibly they researched our 

website, been to a reenactment, heard a lesson on the Sons of 

the Civil War at a social event, or heard about us from a 

friend.  Whatever the reason, there was enough interest to 

explore the erder, Order further, and to request membership.  

In my first General Order, I addressed the need to retain 

members.  All of you are actively recruiting members into the 

Order, as is obvious from the amount of new members enrolled 

this year.  But what are we doing to retain them?  There are 

new demands placed on our free time.  Parents are more active 

now in their children‟s social activities than have been in 

the past.  Work has become more demanding, requiring us to put 

in longer hours.  Membership in other fraternal organizations 

and church activities also hinder.  All of these require more 

of our time.  So what do we need to do to have a member 

sacrifice his free time and stay with us as a member of the 

Sons?  Fraternity, charity, and loyalty.  People on a whole 

like to belong to and feel part of an organization, whether it 

is work or a fraternity.  We join a particular organization 

because foremost, we share the same interests and in our case, 

the Civil War.  But it extends beyond that.  We had joined a 

fraternity.  An organization that welcomes you into its fold.  

An organization that wants your input.  An organization where 

you meet new friends.  An organization where you establish a 

bond with your fellow man.  In a fraternity, we should all 

have the feeling of respect and understanding for each other.  

We are all equal.  We do not view anyone for their social 

status or their financial fortunes.  Or their color.  It means 

that even though we may only meet occasionally, there is a 

lift of heart when we see each other.  It is this spirit which 

produces the most tangible feeling of brotherhood and unity.  

A feeling that brings with it a sense of peace and 

contentment.  As if you stepped into the meeting room, you 

left behind the worries and troubles of the world and came 

home, even for only a few hours, to the security of your place 

among true Brothers.  The principal is what the soldiers of 

the Union Army used to form the Grand Army of the Republic.  

How many of you had joined an organization including this?  

Attended a meeting where no one introduced themselves?  Are we 

ourselves guilty of not shaking the hand of a new Brother and 
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welcome him into the Order?  Each one of us, especially the 

Officers, upon entering the meeting room, should shake the 

hand of every Brother in attendance.  Not just because it‟s 

polite, but because we mean it.  We are glad to see our 

friends.  And we look forward to the comradery of the evening.  

Look around you.  Is there someone you haven‟t met?  Please 

take the time over the weekend and shake their hand and 

introduce yourself.  This small but very important gesture 

will establish friendships that will last forever and also let 

a Brother know that you are glad to see him.  Charity.  

Charity goes much further than financial help.  It may not 

take the form of financial aide at all.  It may be the 

understanding hand on the shoulder during the time of grief.  

The assistance with duties which have temporarily become too 

pressing.  The good counsel at time of crisis.  In today‟s 

economic environment, Brothers may not be able to afford to 

pay their dues.  Take up a collection at a Camp meeting for a 

worthy Brother and help with his dues.  Perhaps even waiving 

the Camp dues and only collecting the required per capita.  

Loyalty.  We must all be sincere in our efforts to be good 

Brothers.  We must be honest with ourselves, our Camp, our 

Department, and each other.  We should always be willing to 

lend a hand and to help instruct others regarding the Order, 

as well as promoting the ideas of good citizenship and 

patriotism.  By following these principals, we should retain 

our members and our Order will grow.  Not only with members, 

but also with dedication and fulfillment.  In closing, I want 

to thank you again for giving me the opportunity to serve you 

as this Order‟s Commander-in-Chief.  It has been a blessing to 

see the hard work you have so faithfully performed, to honor 

our ancestors, and promote patriotism.  I thank the staff for 

your assistance and your guidance.  This has been a 

challenging and successful year.  Finally, with the theme of 

fraternity, charity, and loyalty, I would like to quote a 

speech I delivered at the Springhill Cemetery in Cincinnati in 

2002.  “Let us remember as the years come and go, it is our 

duty not only as Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, but 

as American citizens to pay homage to the memory of our 

ancestors.  Let us remember the men who stood shoulder to 

shoulder on bloody fields of battle, who manned the guns of 

war, who guided so faithfully, so honestly, and so well, the 

sacred flag of our country.  They have passed their final 

review, and that upon us devolves by sacred rite of heritage, 

the duty of perpetuating the principals for which they fought.  

We salute you, comrades of the Grand Army of the Republic.  

May the benediction of the supreme commander of us all rest 

upon us through eternity.  And may the hand that you safely 

guided through your eternal journeys, preserve this wondrous 

land, your valor helped save.  As the crucible of time has 

dissolved the bitterness born of conflicting thought, we like 

to believe that those silent ghosts in blue look down from 

their battlements in heaven and salute with loving hands the 
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proud republic built of their fathers blood, and sanctified by 

their mothers tears.  God bless the descendents of the old 

Union.  God bless all of you for your patriotism, your love of 

country, and above all, God bless the United States of 

America.”   

Submitted in fraternity, charity, and loyalty, David V. 

Medert, Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Thank you Brothers.  Thank you.   

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 I would ask for a motion to accept the report as read. 

Several 

 Motion made. 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 All in favor, cards please.  Opposed?  Sir, I return the 

chair. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you Brother Senior Vice.  Okay.  Going down the 

list of Officers, Brother Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Leo 

Kennedy.  Do you have anything to add ? 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 My report remains as printed, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And what page is it located? 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 That‟s a good question. 

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That was a test. 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 That would be, one sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief. 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 Commander-in-Chief, I would just like to add that we did 

receive more applications.  In fact, they‟re still coming in, 

which will be turned over to the incoming Junior Vice 

Commander-in-Chief.  But we did exceed two hundred 

applications that were processed by this office for this year.  

So it was a great year.  I would also like to extend to you my 

personal thanks for your assistance this year during my time 

of trial. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 Thank you, James.  Brother Secretary. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 My report starts on page three and I have nothing to add. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Treasurer. 

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 My report is in Appendix A.  It‟s on the back table.  

There‟s a book that is thicker than the one you‟re looking at 

now.  It give the report of the treasury.  Plus, it also 

describes my activities for the last four months concerning 

the IRS.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Brother Max. At this time, I‟d like to go 

ahead and announce that Brother Max Newman has been a our 

National Treasurer now for eight years.  And this past April, 

he had announced to the Council of Administration while we 

were assembled in Springfield that he desires to step down for 

his remaindering, year.  So today we will be accepting 

nominations for the position of Treasurer for the, his 

remaining one year.  His new position to be re-elected upon 

does not occur until 2010.  But today we will be accepting 

positions of National Treasurer.  If you are interested in 

this position and you want more information, I strongly 

encourage you to grab Max if you can.  or Past Commander-in-

Chief Rich Orr.  Or Past Commander-in-Chief Jim Pahl.  And 

talk to them a little about the position.  They‟d be more than 

gladly to fill you in.  National Quartermaster.  And by the 

way, Danny, I‟m sorry that you and Keith aren‟t here.  I‟ve 

got a chair that you guys coulda‟ used. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you have anything to report?  Anything, addition to 

your report? 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 No sir.  No at this time 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Council of Administration, Brad Schall. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 Nothing in addition to report, Commander. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Camp-at-Large and Department Organizer, Gary 

Brewer.  He‟s not here? 

Encampment 

 He‟s not here. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Chaplin.  Brother Jerry Kowalski. 

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 

 Page twelve.  Nothing further to report, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 National Chief of Staff, D. Medert, National Aide, my 

son, he is currently teaching “nukes” down at Charleston.  

National Civil War Memorials Officer, Kevin Tucker. 

National Civil War Memorials Officer, Kevin P. Tucker 

 Page fourteen.  Nothing further to report, sir.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Counselor, Past Commander-in-Chief Bob Grim. 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Nothing more to report.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Eagle Scout Coordinator, Robert Petrovic. 

National Eagle Scout Coordinator, Robert M. Petrovic 

 Nothing to report, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National GAR Highway Officer, Brother Gary Parrott. 

National GAR Highway Officer, Gary E. Parrott 

 Commander.  Since I filed my report, while … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 What page? 

National GAR Highway Officer, Gary E. Parrott 

 On page seventeen.  I have received notification from the 

Colorado State Department of Transportation that they have 

finally acknowledged receipt of my letters and will be 

producing six brand new GAR Highway signs to be posted 

throughout the State of Colorado. 

Encampment 

 (chatter & applause) 

National GAR Highway Officer, Gary E. Parrott 

 Also, I have now had the opportunity to travel in each of 

the fourteen states in which U. S. Highway 6 traverses.  And a 

large portions of it.  And I must say that the great State of 

Indiana has the most impressive and remarkable number of 

signage throughout the State.  So congratulations to Indiana. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

National GAR Highway Officer, Gary E. Parrott 

 And finally, who is responsible for those fantastic Iron 

Brigade signs along Highway 6? 

National GAR Highway Officer, Gary E. Parrott 

 Well apparently it must traverse a section of U. S. 6 

because I saw a couple of „em and got pictures of „em.  So, 

fantastic job.  Fantastic job.  And that concludes my report, 

sir. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Graves Registration Officer, Brother James 

Davenport, is not here.  National Historian, Brother Wolz is 

not here.  Cathedral To The Pines, Brother Woodbury‟s not 

here.  Liaison To The MOLLUS, I know Past Commander-in-Chief 

Bury‟s here some place.  National Membership Enlist 

Coordinator Member-at-Large Coordinator Past Department 
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Commander Alan Russ. 

National Member-at-Large Coordinator, Alan L. Russ 

 Commander-in-Chief, Past Department Commander Alan Russ, 

National Membership-at-Large Coordinator.  It is again my 

honor and privilege to present a check in the excess of funds 

of to the organization of five hundred dollars to the National 

Treasurer. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Patriotic Instructor, Brother Jerry Sayre. 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 My report‟s on page nineteen.  Nothing further to add but 

wish to use this time to make my recommendation. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Recommendations from Officers go automatically forwarded 

to the Committee. 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Very good, sir.  Thank you.  Nothing further. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Do you have an additional recommendation than 

what‟s in your report? 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 No, just the report. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  National Signal Officer, Brother Ken Freshley. 

National Signals Officer, Ken L. Freshley 

 Commander, page twenty-one.  Nothing new to report. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You know, I‟ll just make a quick announcement… I‟ll get 

that one on the next one here in a minute. Brother Colonel 

Andrew Johnson, National Washington D. C. Representative. 

Washington D. C. Representative, Andrew Johnson 

 Report on page twenty-two.  Nothing further. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Webmaster, Brother Ken Freshley. 

National Webmaster, Ken L. Freshley 

 Commander, page twenty-one.  Nothing new to report. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 My understanding is how many hits did we have? 

National Webmaster, Ken L. Freshley 

 Commander, as last night when I checked, we had, it was 

eleven million hits to our website. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Eleven million hits and … 

National Webmaster, Ken L. Freshley 

 Our highest ever was six million for the whole year.  

We‟re not through the whole year and we‟re at eleven million.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 Thank you.  I was making a comment at the Council of 

Administration meeting last night during the Past Commander-

in-Chief Harrison‟s address.  He made a comment.  I think it 

was something like fourteen hundred hits a month and we were 

pretty happy.  So, you‟ve all done a great job.  Thanks.  And 

that is all the Officer Reports.  Okay.  Let‟s take a quick 

ten minute break and we‟ll get into Communications.  And then 

we‟re gonna break after that for chow. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Be back at 10:55. 

 

(break) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Again, the Registration table, the Quartermaster 

table, and the Charitable Foundation tables are now closed.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, Past Commander-in-Chief Don 

Darby Department of Ohio. Adjutant General for the SVR.  The 

SVR Breakfast will start at seven o‟clock tomorrow.  Just 

keeping in trying to correct you.  So if you want to do 

anything else after that.  Seven o‟clock. 

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers, with that in mind, the SVR has assured me 

that they can be done before eight thirty, so we‟ll start our 

Encampment tomorrow morning at zero eight-thirty, past nine 

thirty.  And it was brought to light to me right when we 

recessed of a grave mistake that‟s been made.  And I do 

apologize for that.  We have a standing Committee, an 

Officer‟s Report that we have neglected to ask for.  And at 

that time, I‟d like to do that now and that is the Officer‟s 

Report of our, how do you know I‟m talking about you?   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Our Banner Editor, Past Commander-in-Chief Steve 

Michaels. 

National Editor of The Banner, Stephen A. Michaels 

 My report‟s on page eleven and I have nothing to add, 

sir.  Thank you. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Steve, we‟ll make certain, again, I went by Past 

Commander-in-Chief Pahl‟s script.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Point of order. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Brother Secretary, do we have any communications? 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 We do. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We do.  You have the floor. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  Everybody seated?  This is gonna take a little 

while.  From the Department of Maryland, the following 

Resolution was proposed and seconded, and passed by the 

Maryland Department at it‟s Annual Encampment held on April 

18
th
, 2009 in Richmond, Virginia.  Whereas the motion to create 

a separate Department of Virginia has been studied and tabled 

at several Encampments without any success, and there seems to 

be no desire on the part of the Virginia or West Virginia 

Camps to provide the needed leadership to create this new 

Department, now therefore, the Delegates meeting at the 122
nd
 

Annual Encampment of the Department of Maryland, a motion was 

made by Junior Vice Commander Eugene Mortorff to take the 

motion off the table, and this motion was passed unanimously.  

Also from the Department of Maryland, the following Resolution 

was passed, seconded, and passed by the Maryland Department, 

proposed, seconded, and then passed by the Maryland Department 

at its Annual Encampment held on April 18
th
, 2009 in Richmond, 

Virginia.  Whereas there is a significant need for funding, 

both monument restoration and new monument construction, 

whereas the SUVCW is not the primary body responsible for all 

monument preservation but in conjunction with other 

organizations and committee, whereas the current system to 

fund memorial programs is limited to grants of five hundred 

dollars to a thousand dollars from SUVCW Monument Committee or 

the SUVCW Charitable Committee, and these amounts are meager 

in view of the actual costs that are associated with such 

projects.  Now be it resolved that the National Monuments and 

Memorial Committee continue as the vehicle for distributing 

funds to the various applicants.  Be it further resolved that 

the Committee be proposed with additional revenue via, 1) a 

capital funding program supported by the National SUVCW in 

which, a) members would be asked via yearly letter to pledge 

an amount of fifty to a hundred and fifty dollars to support 

Memorials and Monuments; b) the National Monuments and 

Memorials Committee would seek to solicit corporate donations.  

Be it further resolved that the following items be implemented 
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at the Department level to support Memorial and Monument 

projects: 1) creation of a Department Memorials and Monuments 

Committee that would consist of the Department Senior Vice 

Commander and the Camp Commanders of the Department.  Such a 

Committee would be involved in the review of projects costing 

less than two thousand dollars, but would review all large 

scale projects, create a priority list for repair projects, 

and sign off on funding applications to the National SUVCW on 

projects over two, twenty thousand dollars.  2) The Department 

would work with Camps planning projects to develop public 

information strategies for local fundraising.  3) The 

Department Monuments and Memorials Committee would work to 

establish appropriate liaisons with corporations operating 

within the State or Department to seek contributions actively.  

The Department would coordinate its activities with those of 

the National SUVCW.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We‟ll refer that to the Committee on Resolutions.  

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Also from the Department of Maryland, the following 

Resolution was proposed, seconded, and passed by the Maryland 

Department at its Annual Encampment held on April 18
th
, 2009 in 

Richmond, Virginia.  Whereas Mr. Franklin Woodruff Buckles is 

the last surviving Veteran of World War I.  Whereas Mr. 

Buckles is a hundred and eight and lives in Charlestown, West 

Virginia, in an area in the Department of Maryland.  Now 

therefore the Delegates meeting at the 122
nd
 Annual Encampment 

of the Department of Maryland, a motion was made to ask all 

the Brothers of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War to 

honor Mr. Buckles for service to our country at the National 

Encampment in August.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Refer to the Committee on Resolutions, but didn‟t he just 

pass away like, about the last few weeks or month? 

Several 

 No, he‟s still alive 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 The last two British just died a couple weeks ago. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Refer that to Resolutions. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 From the Department of Missouri.  Whereas it is the 

desire of the National Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

and the Department of Missouri SUVCW to grow in membership.  

And whereas to grow in membership and various states requires 

organization and planning.  And whereas the State of Arkansas 

does not have it‟s own and is not affiliated with any other 

Department of the SUVCW and therefore lack coordination 

organizing the Camps, and as a Department.  And there are only 

five members-at-large in the State of Arkansas and all have 

Page 50



been contacted by mail by the Department of Missouri 

concerning this possible venture.  And whereas the Department 

of Missouri Grand Army of the Republic, and also the Sons of 

Union Veterans historically assisted those members in the 

State of Arkansas by serving as their Department.  And 

Officers and, whereas Officers and Members of the Department 

of Missouri are willing to commit time and effort to help 

organize Camps.  And if all mighty God so permits, a 

Department of Arkansas.  And whereas the Department of 

Missouri SUVCW recognizes the need for self determination 

within various state boundaries and will grant members in the 

State of Arkansas the option of forming their own Department 

once they can meet the criteria set forth by the National 

Organization Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  Now 

therefore, the Department of Missouri Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War having met in Annual Encampment does 

prayfully petition the National Organization Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War meeting in National Encampment to 

attach the State of Arkansas to the Department of Missouri 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, making all by-laws of 

said Department of Missouri SUVCW to be fully enforced within 

the State of Arkansas.  So passed by the Department of 

Missouri with all its Officers and Brothers seated at the 

Department Encampment in St. Louis, Missouri on the 13
th
 day of 

June, 2009.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Refer to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, I‟m just a little bit out of order.  

But the prerogative of the Commander-in-Chief to assign 

territory to a Department, not to (indistinguishable). 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Commander-in-Chief, I rise to a point of order.  James 

Pahl, the Camp Parliamentarian.  The previous speaker did not 

rise, introduce himself, or use a microphone.  Therefore the 

record is not preserved as to what is being said.  The 

statement should be ruled out-of-order.  If the Brother wants 

to make his objection, he should step up to the microphone. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And the battle begins. 

Encampment 

 (laughing and chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 I object to, to a point of order here, Commander-in-

Chief. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Charlie Kuhn, Past Commander-in-Chief, Department of 

Pennsylvania.  The Commander-in-Chief should have ruled that 

out-of-order because it falls under the jurisdiction of the 

Commander-in-Chief to appoint whatever territory to a 

Department.  So, it‟s up to the Commander-in-Chief.  It‟s that 

way stated in our Regulations and a Department can‟t request 
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or whatever.  They can request to the Commander-in-Chief and 

the Commander-in-Chief has the final say. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You guys just wanted to humiliate me, didn‟t ya? 

Encampment 

 (laughing) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I declare that so done and I have no problem with 

granting Missouri their request. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 You have to issue a General Order. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 You‟ve got to issue a General Order. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I can‟t pass that on to Leo? 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Brother Commander-in-Chiefs, can we move the microphone 

over here? 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟ll so do that today.  It‟ll be issued today or 

tomorrow.  It won‟t be on, we‟ll get it out as soon as we can. 

 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right.  It‟s just procedural stuff.  Right.  So done.  

Will do.  That‟s what I mean about knowledge, guys.  They‟ll 

help you out any way they can. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  Well we made it through the M‟s.  Let‟s see.  From 

the New Jersey Department.  Resolve that the New Jersey 

Department of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

believes that the burdens on Camp Secretaries be lightened by 

eliminating the required submission of Form 10.  Whereas the 

names of all Life Members are listed on Form 27A.  And whereas 

the National Organization has Life Membership class records.  

And whereas the certification requirement of Form 10, and 

quote, “I certify the above named Brother is and are living 

and in good standing in the above named Camp, which is 

entitled to payment from the National Organization of the Sons 

of Union Veterans of the Civil War for life member 

reimbursement in the amount set by the National Regulations or 

Council of Administration, in brackets, “whichever applies”, 

and the state of an above named Brother being a dual member 

at, in brackets “having membership in an additional camp”, he 

is designated as camped and receive the entitled 
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reimbursement”, can easily be added to Form 27A following the 

list of Life Members.  And whereas the permitted time period 

for submission of Form 10, January 1
st
 to March 31

st
 is the 

same time as the preparation of the Annual Camp Reports.  And 

be it resolved that the Chapter 3, National Organization, 

Article 6, Finance, Section 3D be amended to read as follows, 

quote: “Reimbursement of requests shall be made by the 

National Treasurer in accordance with the Life Member List 

submitted in each Camp‟s Annual Report, Form 27A”, close 

quote.  Resolution passed at the 127
th
 Annual New Jersey 

Department Encampment held at Belmar, New Jersey, Saturday, 

June 13
th
, 2009. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I hope I get this one right.  This ought to be referred 

to the C and R Committee. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Also from the Department of New Jersey.  Resolved that 

the New Jersey Department, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War believes that members of more than one Camp pay National 

Dues only once.  Whereas the New Jersey Department believes 

that it is in the best interest of the Sons of Union Veterans 

of the Civil War to promote the maintenance and well being of 

Camps of that Organization by encouraging dual membership.  

And whereas dual membership is a means of developing and 

nurturing new Camps and revitalizing old Camps in a 

Department.  And whereas dual membership provides a new Camp 

with experienced members who have been Officers in other Camps 

and can help guide them in their struggle to become a viable 

Camp.  And whereas dual members contribute Camp dues to help 

new Camp meet their financial obligations as a Camp until they 

embark upon a recruitment campaign.  Whereas dual members also 

most often are the active members in the Department and can 

help a new Camp participate more fully in State and National 

SUVCW programs.  And whereas the names and addresses of dual 

members are well known to the National Organization since they 

do not get two issues of The Banner.  And be it resolved that 

Chapter One, Camps, Article 2, Membership, Section 6, be 

amended to read as follows: “Applicants who are Brothers of 

the Order in another Camp or a member-at-large, may become a 

dual member of another Camp.  The Applicant need not pay the 

application fee and is not subject to the National Per Capita 

assessment for Camps in which he is a dual member.  Dual 

members shall not be counted towards the required number of 

members required to establish a new Camp”.  Resolution passed 

at the 127
th
 Annual New Jersey Department Encampment held at 

Belmar, Saturday, June 13
th
, 2009. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Refer that to the C & R Committee. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  This is from the Department of New York.  Within 

our Order there exists an inconsistency in that we require 

dropped members to pay dues from the time that they are 
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dropped until present, until the present in order to be 

reinstated.  However, if more than one year or two of dues are 

required, we often permit these Brothers to be brought back 

into the Order as new members, thereby saving them money and 

better insuring their return.  While contrary to our 

Regulations, this is permitted by many Camps, Departments, and 

is a violation often overlooked by the National Organization.  

Doing so is fraternal to our Brothers and saving them money.  

It is beneficial to our Order in that it keeps, it helps 

return our lost Brothers in life and increase our membership.  

And it helps in record keeping by not creating records of 

multiple applications and memberships for the same 

individuals.  This Resolution was created and is fraternally 

presented to the 2009 National Encampment as a means to 

legitimize and formalize the current practice.  Whereas it is 

beneficial to our Order and our purpose in honoring the 

service our Union ancestors to grow and increase our 

membership.  And, whereas dropped members may often be 

encouraged to renew their membership or may desire to renew 

their membership of their own accord.  And, whereas members of 

our Order are currently allowed to reinstate themselves by 

paying all back dues owed from the time they were dropped to 

the present but may find that doing so may, can be, so can be 

onerous and result in the financial burden which may dissuade 

a former member from selecting reinstatement.  And, whereas 

many Departments as well as the National Organization will 

often permit such a dropped member to then join the Order as 

if he were a new member, in the spirit of fraternity, but in 

violation of our Regulations paying only an application fee in 

addition to the current year‟s dues, which may even be 

prorated for a lesser portion of the year.  Be is resolved 

that the Constitution and Regulations of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War be amended to permit a Brother 

dropped from membership to the Camp to be reinstated by 

affirmative vote of the Camp as he pays the current year‟s 

dues and additional indebtedness he may have to the Camp, 

Department, or National Organization and a reinstatement fee 

of no less than five dollars, five dollars of which would then 

be forwarded to the National Organization along with the per 

capita payment owed.  Such a reinstatement would not restore 

past honors or offices lost when a Brother was dropped.  Nor 

would it designate an uninterrupted membership in the, in the 

Order.  Nor would Brother reinstated in this manner be 

entitled to credit for the years he was not a Brother in good 

standing when calculating tenure of membership.  submitted, 

Department Secretary, Department of New York.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Refer to the C & R Committee. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 From the Department of Pennsylvania.  Whereas the Grand 

Army of the Republic has two of its three cardinal principals, 

loyalty and charity.  Whereas the Grand Army of the Republic 
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actively supported education of American youth on these 

principals and the history of our nation.  Whereas the Grand 

Army of the Republic actively sought the development of 

leadership skills among the citizenry.  Whereas the Grand Army 

of the Republic charged the Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War with the responsibility to carry on their tradition.  

Whereas our own historical practices charge us with emulating 

the Grand Army of the Republic‟s actions.  Whereas the heirs 

of the Grand Army of the Republic, it is our duty to carry 

forth their traditions and practices.  Whereas we have as one 

of our cardinal principals, loyalty and charity.  Whereas our 

Rituals charges us with inculcating history in the duty of 

citizenship among our countrymen.  Whereas the Boy Scouts of 

America has among its goals and principals similar objectives.  

Whereas the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War has seen 

fit to honor Eagle Scouts for their achievements.  Whereas a 

large number of our Brothers are, are volunteers within the 

Boy Scouts of America.  Whereas many of our Brothers benefited 

from the programs of Boy Scouts of America in their youth.  

Whereas there is a significant number of Eagle Scouts among 

our Brothers.  Whereas the Boy Scouts of America has been 

teaching leadership skills to the young men of this nation for 

the past one hundred years.  Whereas the Boy Scouts of America 

have been inculcating the responsibilities of citizenship to 

the young men of this nation for the past one hundred years.  

Whereas the Boy Scouts of America and, has and continues to 

have an impact upon the lives of millions of young men and 

women throughout its programs.  Therefore be it resolved that 

we the Brothers of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

assembled in the 128
th
 National Encampment in the City of 

Louisville, Kentucky this 15
th
 day of August, 2009, do hereby 

congratulate the Boy Scouts of America on the 100
th
 Anniversary 

of its founding. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Can I have a question?  Is this gonna go to the 

Resolutions Committee or we just have to sign it now? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Go right to the Resolutions Committee? 

Several 

… has to be voted on 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Refer it to Resolution Committee. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Along those same lines from the Department of Tennessee.  

To the Commander-in-Chief, National Officers and Delegates 

assembled at the 128
th
 National Encampment of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War in Louisville, Kentucky August 13
th
 

to 15
th
, 2009.  A resolution honoring the 100

th
 Anniversary of 

the founding of the Boy Scouts of America.  Whereas Lt. 

General Robert S. S. Lord Baden Powell established the world‟s 

scouting movement at Brown Sea Island in the United Kingdom on 

August 1
st
, 1907.  And whereas William D. Boyd, Ernest Thompson 
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Seaton, and Daniel Carter Beard recognizing the potential 

value of scouting ideas, values, methods, and practices to 

American young men established the Boy Scouts of America on 

February 8
th
, 1910.  And whereas the BSA has taught the value 

of Americanism and patriotism for over a hundred and ten 

million boys who have contributed hundreds of millions of 

hours of selfless service to their community, states, and 

nation on their way to adulthood.  And whereas BSA programs 

have taught generations of young men that, “on my honor I will 

do my best and do my duty to God and my country, to be 

trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, 

obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.  And 

to be prepared and do a good turn daily”.  And whereas the BSA 

courageously resists social forces that attempt to undermine 

its century old mission to create young men who are physically 

strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.  And whereas the 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War recognizes that the 

continued success of the BSA is vital to the creation of 

futer…, future citizens of great character who will be needed 

to defend the American Union and Republic.  And whereas the 

SUVCW recognizing in the values of the scouting and the core, 

scouting the core American values of fraternity, charity, and 

loyalty it promotes, as well as patriotism and community 

service.  And whereas the SUVCW promotes scouting directly 

through its Eagle Scouts Certificate Program and indirectly 

through its many members who volunteer or have volunteered as 

adult leaders of the BSA and supported through time, finances, 

and other ways.  Now, therefore, the Sons of Union Veterans of 

the Civil War at National Encampment assembled does hereby 

salute the Boy Scouts of America on its centennial birthday, 

extends its thanks for over a hundred years of faithful 

service to the youth of the United States, encourage its 

continued promotion of physical, mental, and moral fitness.  

And reaffirm its commitment to support of the goals of the Boy 

Scouts of America through its Eagle Scouts Certificate Program 

and the volunteer participation of its Brothers in adult 

leaders and supporters of the BSA.  Furthermore, that the 

Commander-in-Chief or his representative will visit BSA 

National Headquarters in Irving, Texas to present this 

Resolution on February 8
th
, 2010, the centennial of the Boy 

Scouts of America or a date amenable to both the Commander-in-

Chief and the Boy Scouts of America National Headquarters.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Refer to Resolutions. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  Resolution from the GAR Sesqui-Centennial 

Committee.  Whereas the founding of the Grand Army of the 

Republic at Decatur, Illinois in 1866, the largest Union Civil 

War Veterans Organization has major significance in the 

history of the United States.  Whereas the Grand Army of the 

Republic united vast numbers of Union Civil War Veterans in 

common cause and drew upon the strengths and characteristics  
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to the American people and the bonds of brotherhood formed 

during the great struggle to persevere the nation as one 

nation.  Whereas the Grand Army of the Republic through its 

efforts of its members united for a common purpose, secured 

the first veterans pensions, widows pensions, and orphans 

pensions from the United States Government for services 

rendered in defense of said government.  Whereas the Grand 

Army of the Republic through its efforts and members of its 

members secured the first schools and educational benefits for 

surviving children of veterans killed in service of the United 

States government.  Whereas the Grand Army of the Republic, 

while non-political, did greatly influence the government of 

the people of the United States for nearly fifty years 

following the founding of the Order at the local, state, and 

national levels.  Numerous local political leaders of all 

parties were associated with the Grand Army of the Republic.  

Many governors of the various states during the aforementioned 

time period were prominent members of the Grand Army of the 

Republic as well as state and federal representatives and 

senators.  Whereas the beginning on March 4
th
, 1869 with the 

inauguration of President U. S. Grant through the 

assassination of President William McKinley on September 14
th
, 

1901, every United States President, with the exception of 

President Grover Cleveland, was a member of the Grand Army of 

the Republic.  Whereas the success of the Grand Army of the 

Republic is both a fraternal organization and the force for 

social change lead directly to the form, formation of the 

Spanish American War Veterans Association, American Legion, 

and Veterans of Foreign Wars.  Whereas the success of the 

Grand Army of the Republic is both a fraternal organization 

and a force for social change led directly to the formation of 

predecessor of the Department of Veterans Affairs and those 

benefits commonly referred to as the G. I. Bill of Right.  

Therefore, be it resolved that we, the Brothers of the Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War, assembled at 128
th
 National 

Encampment in the City of Louisville, Kentucky on this 15
th
 day 

of August, 2009 do hereby petition the United States Postal 

Service and the Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee to issue 

United States Postal Stamp to commemorate the 150
th
 Anniversary 

of the founding of the Grand Army of the Republic on April 6
th
, 

1866. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Refer to the Resolution Committee. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 From Brother Gary Gibson from the Department of Michigan.  

Whereas in 2006 then Commander-in-Chief James B. Pahl charged 

the Americanism and Education Committee with creating an 

educational program called Memorial University for the Junior 

Members and Associates of the Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War.  Whereas the initial Committee was replacement term 

and continued through the term of Commander-in-Chief Charles 

Kuhn.  And whereas the names of said Committee members were 
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not changed on the Order‟s website and the proceedings for 

2007 and 2008 National Encampments reflect this.  And whereas 

it being desired to recognize the contribution made by the 

Brothers responsible for Memorial University and correct the 

2007 and 2008 National Encampment proceedings.  Therefore, be 

it resolved that the 2009 National Encampment affect change in 

the 2007 and 2008 proceedings to recognize the actual members 

of said Committee who were:  Steven R. Rossio, Michael B. 

Culp, Mike Stone, Dennis LaPointe, and Gary L. Gibson.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Resolution Committee. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 From Taylor Wilson Camp Number 10, Department of 

Maryland.  Whereas Lynchburg, Virginia served as a collection 

point and POW Camp for thousands of Union Soldiers during the 

Civil War.  And whereas over four hundred of those died while 

in Lynchburg.  And whereas Taylor Wilson Camp Number 10, 

Department of Maryland has taken it as a task to create a 

memorial to their suffering and service for our, for our 

country.  And whereas noted sculpture and Brother Gary Casteel 

has been engaged to design a suitable memorial.  Now 

therefore, the Sons of Union Veterans of the, in National 

Encampment assembled do hereby endorse and support the Taylor 

Wilson‟s Camp‟s effort to erect this memorial in Lynchburg, 

Virginia. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Resolution Committee. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay. Had several communications from John S. Townsend 

Camp Number 108 and they all read the same but they‟re three, 

from three different individuals.  So I‟ll just read the first 

one and mention the names of those who submitted.  to John S. 

Townsend Camp 108 membership as per C & R Regulations, Chapter 

2, Department Article 2, Membership Section 4, Restoration of 

Rank of Past Camp Commander.  I‟m requesting to have my Past 

Camp Commander rank restored because it was vacated when the 

Governor William Dennison Camp 125 disbanded.  And by 

Regulation, Past Camp Commanders of that Camp lost their rank 

and now has request to be restored to that rank again from the 

membership of the Camp and I now belong to and forward it to 

Department for final approval.  I am requesting this because I 

would like to keep the recognition of me being a Past 

Commander of an SUV Camp.  Submitted individually by Martin W. 

Lowery, Sr., Howard T. Frost, and Donald L. Grant. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I believe that‟s exacted upon for the Department to do 

restoration of rank, not National.  National has to do that, 

too?  For a Camp? 

Several 

 Not for a Camp. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s what they‟re asking for is for Camp. 
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Several 

 At the Department or Camp level, we don‟t need to do 

anything. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No, we don‟t do anything.  I just refer it to the 

Department.  That‟s Don Darby‟s son-in-law. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 For, for the record, for the transcriptionist there were 

discussions held.  I think that again are being off the record 

and the microphone should be used.  But that as a 

parliamentarian, I think that, I think the item is out of 

order.  That‟s requires a Camp Resolution.  That‟s be … 

Several 

For this? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

Yes. restoration of rank. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

And you‟re asking that it be ruled out of order for ? 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

I‟m asking it be ruled out of order, that it there‟s a 

proper procedure specified in the Regulations and that 

apparently has not been followed. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Would you mind enlightening me as to what that is? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

The Camp has to pass a Resolution and forward it to the 

Department … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

… for action. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yes.  You‟re saying this is out of order.  There‟s 

nothing for us to do on this. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Correct.  That … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s the Department. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 That‟s out of order. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief, Don Darby, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

The Camp has already done that.  That, those Resolutions were 

passed at the Department.  The Department approved the 

restoration to rank and they forwarded it on to National.  If 

they don‟t have to, then it‟s a moot point. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 
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 But the, the Camp did what it was supposed to do to get 

to where it is now. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Well the Camp, yeah, just, you know, for Past Camp 

Commander to be a restoration of rank is approved by the 

Department.  Approval of Department Commander restoration of 

rank comes to National. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Okay then … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

Correct.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

Then they‟re already taken care of it.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 No action is necessary by the National Organization. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right.  Thank you.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Did you have something you wanted to read or … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Sorry? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Did you have something else, Jim? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Yes. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Go ahead. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Past Commander-in-Chief, James Pahl, acting as now the 

Encampment Parliamentarian.  I would like to point out, 

Commander-in-Chief, that his script calls for, “after the 

appointment of the Credentials Committee, the Report of the 

Credentials Committee, before the appointment of Committees”.  

Therefore, this Encampment hasn‟t taken any valid action 

because we‟ve not received the Credentials Committee Report 

yet. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s very good. 

Encampment 

 (chatter & laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 We stand ready to help out. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So I‟ll tell you what we‟ll do.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Look, Commander-in-Chief, I did that in Gettysburg last 

year. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Got a problem with that.  We‟re gonna forego lunch and 
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start over. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 May I remind the Commander-in-Chief that he has told 

everyone the Encampment will be wrapped up by noon today. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I did.  And we will be done.  I‟m gonna stop you right 

there. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 All right.  Go ahead. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Jim, for that reminder „cause that would have 

kept right on going throughout the day and I‟d hate this 

evening back over with this morning.  Brother Walt Bush, can 

you give us the Credentials Report please? 

 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

National Encampment Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Walt Bush, Past Department Commander of Missouri.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Walt, did you want to come on up here please so everybody 

can see ya? 

National Encampment Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 All the way up or … ? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yeah. 

National Encampment Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Okay.  so far everything‟s balanced.  Everybody‟s been 

very cooperative on everything.  So I really appreciate that.  

And, have a wonderful team that‟s working back there, making 

my job a lot easier.  For, what I‟m gonna read off is, we‟ll 

start with California & Pacific.  They had four hundred and 

eight members that were given reported last year.  They‟re 

entitled to seventeen Delegates, six Past Commanders, one 

Department Commander, total of twenty-four votes.  They have 

fifteen members present.  One Department Commander, three Past 

Department Commanders, eleven Delegates.  Colorado & Wyoming.  

Sixty-six members.  They‟re entitled to three Delegates, 

eleven Past Department Commanders, one Department Commander, 

total of fifteen.  They have one person present, Past 

Department Commander.  Connecticut, fifty four members.  They 

have, they‟re entitled to three votes, nine Past Department 

Commanders, one Department Commander, for a total of thirteen.  

One is present as a Delegate.  Florida, one hundred and forty-

one members.  Seven Delegates, six Past Department Commanders, 

one Department Commander, for a total of fourteen.  They have 

seven present.  One Department Commander, one Past Department 

Commander, and five Delegates.  Georgia and South Carolina, 

eighty-one members.  They‟re entitled to four Delegates, zero 

Past Department Commanders, one Department Commander, total of 
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five.  They have three present.  One Department Commander, two 

Delegates.  State of Iowa, one hundred and seventy-eight 

members.  Eight Delegates, six Past Department Commanders, one 

Department Commander, for a total of fifteen.  They have five 

present.  One Department Commander, four Delegates.  Illinois, 

one hundred and ninety-four members.  Nine Delegates, ten Past 

Department Commanders, one Department Commander, for a total 

of twenty.  They have six present.  one Department Commander, 

one Past Department Commander, and four Delegates.  Indiana, 

one hundred and ninety-eight members.  Nine Delegates, nine 

Past Department Commanders, one Department Commander, for a 

total of nineteen.  They have nine present.  Three Past 

Commander-in-Chiefs, two Past Department Commanders, two 

Delegates, and two Alternates.  Kansas, hundred forty-two 

members.  Seven Delegates, nine Past Department Commanders, 

one Department Commander, for a total of seventeen.  They have 

seven present.  One Department Commander, four Past Department 

Commanders, and two Delegates.  Kentucky, eighty-seven 

members.  Four Delegates, six Past Department Commanders, one 

Department Commander, for a total of eleven.  They have 

sixteen present.  One Department Commander, four Past 

Department Commanders, three Delegates, eight Alternates.  

Massachusetts, two hundred and four members.  Nine Delegates, 

seven Past Department Commanders, one Department Commander, 

for a total of seventeen.  They have ten present.  One 

Department Commander, four Past Department Commanders, five 

Delegates.  Maryland, four hundred and four members.  They‟re 

entitled to seventeen Delegates, fifteen Past Department 

Commanders, one Department Commander, for a total of thirty-

three.  They have fifteen present.  One Past Commander-in-

Chief, one Department Commander, five Past Department 

Commanders, six Delegates, two Alternates.  Michigan, five 

hundred and seventeen members.  Twenty-two Delegates, twelve 

Past Department Commanders, one Department Commander, for a 

total of thirty-five.  They have twelve present.  One Past 

Commander-in-Chief, one Department Commander, two Past 

Department Commanders, one National Officer, and seven 

Delegates.  Missouri, hundred and ninety-one members.  Nine 

Delegates, eight Past Department Commanders, one Department 

Commander, total of eighteen.  Ten are present.  Four Past 

Department Commanders and six Delegates.  North Carolina, 

fifty-eight members.  Three Delegates, zero Past Department 

Commanders, one Department Commander, for a total of four.  

One is present as Department Commander.  Nebraska, sixty-two 

members.  Three votes as Delegates, three Past Department 

Commanders, one Department Commander, for a total of seven.  

They have three present.  One Past Department Commander and 

two Delegates.  New Hampshire, ninety-nine members.  Five 

Delegates, eight Past Department Commanders, one Department 

Commander, for a total of fourteen.  One is present as a 

Delegate.  New Jersey, three hundred and five members.  

Fifteen Delegates possible, eleven Past Department Commanders, 
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one Department Commander, for a total of twenty-seven.  They 

have two present.  Both Past Department Commanders.  New York, 

five hundred and nine members.  Twenty-one Delegates possible, 

eight Past Department Commanders, one Department Commander, 

for a total of thirty.  Four are present.  One Past Commander-

in-Chief, one Department Commander, one Past Department 

Commander, and one Delegate.  Ohio, four hundred and ninety 

members.  Twenty-one Delegates possible, twenty-one Past 

Department Commanders possible, one Department Commander, for 

a total of forty-three.  Nineteen are present.  One Commander-

in-Chief, four Past Commanders-in-Chief, one Department 

Commander, four Past Department Commanders, nine Delegates.  

Pennsylvania, eight hundred and seven members.  Thirty-three 

Delegates possible, twelve Past Department Commanders, one 

Department Commander, for a total of forty-six.  Ten are 

present.  Three Past Commanders-in-Chief, one Department 

Commander, one Past Department Commander, three Delegates, two 

Alternates.  Rhode Island, one hundred and seven members.  

Five votes possible as Delegates, six Past Department 

Commanders, one Department Commander, for a total of twelve.  

Eight are present.  One Department Commander, one, four Past 

Department Commanders, and three Delegates.  Tennessee, one 

hundred and three members. Five Delegates possible, eleven 

Past Department Commanders, one Department Commander, for a 

total of seventeen.  Four are present.  Two Past Department 

Commanders, two Delegates.  Texas, one hundred and one 

members.  Five Delegates possible, three Past Department 

Commanders, on Department Commander, for a total of nine.  One 

is present as a Past Department Commander.  Wisconsin, two 

hundred and twenty-one members.  Ten Delegates possible, seven 

Past Department Commanders, one Department Commander, for a 

total of eighteen.  Four are present.  One Past Commander-in-

Chief, one Department Commander, and two Delegates.  Members-

at-Large, seventy-two members. Four Delegates possible.  Two 

are present.  Both Delegates.  States not represented:  Maine, 

one hundred and five members.  They‟re entitled to a total of 

ten votes, with Past Department Commanders.  Oklahoma, sixty-

three members.  Nobody‟s present.  They have, they could have 

a total of ten.  Vermont, forty-nine members.  They could have 

a total of thirteen.  That ends my report. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Walt. 

Several 

 How many total? 

National Encampment Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 There are present at this time, one hundred and seventy-

six people that are registered as present.  Three are 

registered and we know are absent.  So a hundred and seventy-

nine members have registered. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, Charlie Kuhn, Past Commander-

in-Chief, Department of Pennsylvania.  I will move you that 

Page 63



all previous action of this Encampment prior to the report of 

the Credentials Committee be approved as such. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Properly motioned, seconded, any discussion?  Hearing 

none, all those in agreeance, signify by raising your voting 

card.  Opposed?   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So carried.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay, we just have a couple more under correspondence, 

then we‟re gonna break for chow.   

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Last night I know during the Council Meeting one of the 

items was brought forward.  A recommendation for the creation 

of an SUVCW Sesqui-Centennial Medal.  It‟s actually in your 

packet.  But in discussion with Commander-in-Chief, we‟re 

gonna leave that as a Committee recommendation.  And rather 

than read the entirety of the document as a proposed 

Resolution since it is coming from a Committee.  So … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief.  While Brother Palmer has a beautiful 

head of hair, I, we can‟t hear him in the back.  Could you 

have him speak up, please?  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Become a Lutheran and move to the front. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Speak up. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 So all hair comments aside, I‟ll just repeat that at the 

Council Meeting last night there was one item that was brought 

forward on a recommendation for the creation of a SUVCW 

Sesqui-Centennial Medal, associated bars and attachments.  

It‟s in page fifty-eight of your, your package.  It was 

discussed as a possible Resolution.  But rather than read it 

in its entirety in discussion with the Commander-in-Chief, 

we‟re gonna leave it as a recommendation from the Committee 

and then brought forward in that manner.  Okay.  So let‟s wrap 

up the Resolutions.  A Resolution from the Department of Ohio 

in support of Brother Brad Shaw for the office of Junior Vice 

Commander-in-Chief.  Resolution from the Department of Ohio in 

support of Brother Ken Freshley for a seat on the National 

Council of Administration.  Resolution from the Department of 

Maryland in support of Brother James Hanby for the office of 
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Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.  Resolution from the 

Department of Kansas in support of Brother Brad Shaw for the 

office of Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief.  And that concludes 

the communications.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Don.  Appreciate it.  Jerry, how long?  Five 

minutes? 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Less than five. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  We‟re getting ready to break for chow.  But before 

we do that, we‟re gonna do something new.  We‟re gonna hear 

from the National Patriotic Instructor on a lesson of 

patriotism.  Then we‟re gonna break for chow. 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 When I was appointed to this position, Commander-in-Chief 

said he‟d like to revitalize something that we haven‟t seen in 

many years.  Some patriotic instruction.  So, to do this, we 

wanted to do this lead by example.  Show what this can be 

done.  Just a simple, in this case, a little civics lesson.  

Hopefully not too boring.  I will try and follow the three 

“B‟s” of the Franklin Roosevelt administration.  Be sincere, 

be brief, be seated.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Why are we a republic rather than a democracy?  The 

framers didn‟t want a democracy.  They knew the perils of 

democracy and knew that the Roman Republic was to be their 

model for the new government.  A republic is formed by the 

rule of law, rather than just popular ideas that may be 

transitory.  The founders thought that a republic form of 

government was the only possible because of civic virtue.  

Civic virtue meant both the people and their leaders live 

modest lives and worked hard for the common welfare above 

their own self interests.  They believed the benefits of a 

republican government where fair laws made by elected 

representatives and the safe and secure life under such laws.  

When the framers of the Constitution were looking to history 

for inspiration, they looked to the Roman Republic that had 

lasted nearly five hundred years.  They believed in civic 

virtue.  A lynch mob is a democracy.  They have taken upon 

themselves to vote that the criminal is guilty and are more 

than willing to parcel out justice as they see fit.  The 

Sheriff represents the rule of law and holds back the angry 

mob saying, “He must stand trial”.   Takes the man away to 

both protect him from the mob and see that justice is done.  

An important element in republican form of government is 

Constitutional Law.  To limit the State‟s power over its 

citizens.  Early proponents of Republicanism such as John 

Milton put emphasis on the dangers and corruptions of 

democracy and the importance of a civic virtue.  Jefferson 
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said, “When people are afraid of government, there is tyranny.  

When the government fears the people, there is liberty”.  

Franklin put it, “that democracy is two wolves and a lamb 

voting on what to have for lunch”. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Liberty is a well armed lamb contesting the vote. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 The rule of law under a Constitutional Republic rather 

than mob rule, even though it may be popular at the time, is 

what our ancestors believed is in our best interests.  So what 

can we learn from this example?  How does this affect me and 

my Camp or Department?  We all benefit when we choose the 

greater good over our own interests.  Fraternity, charity, and 

loyalty are hallmarks of civic virtue.  We should strive to 

treat one another with charity first.  This fosters fraternity 

and breeds loyalty.  It is easy to be charitable to one you 

agree with.  The test is when opinions differ.  It is then 

when we need to remember to be charitable to those with whom 

we may not agree, but need to respect.  The greater good of 

our Order is served when we choose to treat one another with 

fraternity, charity, and loyalty.  We are all beneficiaries of 

that.  Thank you. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 As you can see, Brothers, brief but fulfilling and 

educational.  Thank you again, Brother Jerry.  Rich? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, before we recess for lunch, I just 

want to announce the Committee on Officers Reports will meet 

in this corner to my right and your left, at quarter „till 

one.  Hopefully we can get done in fifteen minutes.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Thank you.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Commander-in-Chief, may I ask that the Resolutions 

Committee meet immediately upon the adjournment of this 

session over in the corner to my left, your right near the 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief‟s station? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Jim.  Okay, since we‟re down in Kentucky, 

ya‟ll heard that now, didn‟t ya?  Great.  Before I rise 

everybody we may have heard it before, but do you know the 

true reason why you do not walk on this side of the alter 

during an open business meeting?  This, „cause the Bible is 

the Commander-in-Chief‟s guide and his rule and he needs to 

have a clear path to that.  That is the reason why.  Thank 

you.  
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[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Jerry.  We‟ll see you back here, Brethren, at 

thirteen hundred. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

(recess for lunch) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers, before we get started, I‟m gonna go ahead 

and read to you General Order Number 17, dated August 14
th
, 

2009.  Effective this date, the Department of Missouri will 

incorporate the State of Arkansas into the Department.  The 

name shall remain Department of Missouri.  So ordered this 14
th
 

day of August, 2009.  Signed by me and attested by the 

National Secretary.  We elected to stay with the name of the 

Department of Missouri so they would not have to change their 

flag and so forth.  But it will be the Department of Missouri 

with Arkansas in with them.  Also from Past Commander-in-Chief 

Ed Krieser, if you‟ll see him if you‟re interested in the 2007 

National Encampment proceedings.  Come on over there.  He is 

in the corner.  And he will give you a copy.  Yes, the hotel 

staff had made a comment that when we vacate this afternoon, 

which will be right at five please take with you any items 

that you have.  They said that there‟s gonna be over five 

thousand people with “fright night” tattoos and all that kind 

of stuff.  And even though they‟re reputable, let‟s not give 

them the chance to be otherwise.  So please … 

National Chaplain, Jerome W. Kowalski 

 Lead us not into temptation. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s right.  So if you see Leo and I over getting a 

tattoo, it‟s just a figment of your imagination.  

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  We‟re gonna go ahead and proceed.  National 

Secretary informed me that we have two more Resolutions that 

recently came to light that we‟re gonna have to go ahead and 

read and refer. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 All right.  For Don Darby‟s sake, I‟m gonna talk closer 

to the mic.  Anyway, actually, these Resolutions were derived 

from the Department Encampment.  Somehow they got lost in 

translation between Rhode Island and Missouri, so any rate, 

first Resolution.  The membership of the Department of Rhode 

Island at its Annual Encampment held on April 4, 2009 hereby 
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approve the following Resolution supporting the nomination of 

Brother Leo F. Kennedy for the position of Commander-in-Chief 

at the 128
th
 National Encampment of the SUVCW.  The second 

Resolution.  The membership of the  Department of Rhode Island 

at its Annual Encampment held on April 4
th
, 2009 hereby approve 

the following Resolution supporting the nomination of Brother 

William C. Vieira for the position of National Council of 

Administration at the 128
th
 National Encampment of the SUVCW.  

So concludes the Resolutions. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Those referred, too.  Okay.  At this time, is there any 

unfinished business?   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Commander-in-Chief.  Danny Wheeler Past Commander-in-

Chief.  wasn‟t it during Resolutions I may be wrong.  Correct 

me if I am.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Danny L. Wheeler 

 I knew that was coming.  wasn‟t it the, you wanted me to 

do this under Resolutions on the Petersburg Battlefield … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Danny L. Wheeler 

… Cemetery? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Well, under communications.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Okay.  You want that later? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Okay, thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Where‟d he go? 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 He asked if you wanted it later and you said okay. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Oh, I thought he said did he want it right now? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Danny.  Danny. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Danny.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Okay.  Everybody hear me?  Yeah I was told by one of my 

Officers over here I was wrong and my mouth was on the mic.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Well anyway as you, a lot of you know, I went through the 

Convention for the Sons of Confederate Veterans representing 

our Order.  Which is always an honor and a privilege for me.  

I would like to say that while I was there, something was 
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brought to my attention that the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

have been working on.  And as you all know, Petersburg 

National Battlefield is under the National Park Service.  And 

they don‟t want money from us.  What they‟re actually after is 

us to endorse what they‟re trying to do.  And they need two 

and a half million dollars from the government to restore the 

Cemetery.  And the sad part about the Cemetery is, is they‟re 

mostly Union soldiers.  They come from the 50
th
 Engineers.  

They come from Sailors Creek and Appomattox Courthouse.  And 

of those soldiers, they‟re Union soldiers.  There is about 

eight to twelve Confederate Soldiers buried there.  And these 

Sons of Confederate Veterans want to see justice to this 

Cemetery.  And what I must tell you, in 1934, the caretaker of 

that Cemetery decided it was too hard to mow the lawn.  So he 

decided to have all the stones cut off, the bases, and he had 

them put into the ground.  Well through a period of time what 

has happened is those stones have sunk into the ground and 

they‟re tangled in tree roots.  Our soldiers deserve better 

than this.  I told him I would bring this to the Convention 

and we would do everything in our power that I could do to 

persuade you people to help out on this on our National 

Website, whatever it takes, to get signatures and in doing so, 

they had a five year plan and what they keep doing is taking 

it and back more years, more years, and more years to use the 

money somewhere else.  I do believe this is very important to 

our Organization as well as theirs and comradeship between the 

two of us.  And I would ask you to consider this.  Thank you.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, what I‟d like to do is refer that to the Resolution 

Committee, that they draft a proper Resolution and present it 

to us for us to vote, whether they want to accept that or not, 

to send down to „em.  Okay.  Reports of National Standing 

Committees.  National Committee on Americanization and 

Education.  And again …, get up, cite your name, if there‟s 

any changes, and if you have a recommendation, read your 

recommendation.  Brother Jerry Sayre. 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Report on page … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 At the microphone, please. 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Oh.  Jerry Sayre, National Patriotic Instructor.  Page 

twenty.  My recommendation is that we have a budget put forth 

for the incoming Patriotic Instructor with which he can make 

Certificates and possibly some type of Badge for the Junior 

and Junior Associates that complete the Memorial University 

Program.  Either that or a fund, if there‟s no room for a 

budget, I propose that there be a fund and I would start that 

fund myself with a hundred dollars.  Thank you, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Am I missing something because I don‟t see the 

recommendation written in here.  Do you? 
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National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 I may not have formatted properly. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 On page twenty and the first part of page of twenty-one? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  I see it.  Proposed. 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, this is a question.  I 

thought that somewhere I had read that that‟s the job of 

another Committee to provide those Certificates and, and such.  

Are we going to assign that duty to Patriotic Instructor? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Patriotic Instructor. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  We have a recommendation from the Americanization 

and Education Committee that a fund or a budget item be set up 

to provide the next National Patriotic Instructor with the 

ability to provide such pins and certificates to any and all 

graduates of this fine and necessary program.  And keep in 

mind, if you‟re not aware, the Americanization and Education 

Committee is chaired by the Patriotic Instructor. 

Council of Administration, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 How, how, how much money.  You have any idea? 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 That‟s the thing.  We don‟t know because we haven‟t done 

it yet.  I don‟t know ho much … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yeah.  The mic.   

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Somewhat to my embarrassment, I didn‟t even know about 

this until way into, the year that I was seated.  And I got an 

e-mail saying well, what do the badges look like?  And I‟m 

going, what badges?  I‟m sorry.  I was not aware.  Once we got 

into it, I made a couple of suggestions.  There are a lot of 

e-mails back and forth.  Nothing was decided.  And it was 

getting closer and closer to the time that I was no longer 

gonna be Patriotic Instructor, so okay.  It, we‟ll go on to 

the next one, but we should, he needs a budget or a fund that 

he can operate from to make certificates and badges.  I didn‟t 

know if there‟s enough to make a budget.  If not, we‟ll have 

to make a fund. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Well, is the question, Jerry, was presented to you 

earlier.  What kind of money are you looking for?  So if you 

can give us a fund, you say I, I would like to have “x” amount 

of dollars. 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 I figured five, I figured five hundred dollars a year to 

start, if that‟s insufficient we‟ll have to find that. 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So your recommendation is then to create a line item for 

the Americanization & Education Program of five hundred 

dollars for the manufacturing, so forth of pins and 

certificates? 

 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Yes, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s your, okay.  Okay, we have a recommendation.  Do I 

have a second. 

Council of Administration, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 It‟s a recommendation from an Officer.  That would go to 

the Committee, wouldn‟t it?  

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 No, that‟s from the Committee. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No, these are. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 That‟s from the Committee.  Oh, that‟s, okay.  I‟ll 

second that. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion and a second.  Is there any discussion?  

Don?  You‟re out of order. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 I appeal to the Commander-in-Chief, Don Darby, Past 

Commander-in-Chief.  there, there‟s been two words used.  Pins 

and badges.  Okay.  They‟re not … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Pins and certificates. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Well, he said badges earlier.  That, my question is, our 

Quartermaster is responsible for pins, badges, whatever we 

have.  Are we going to put that and as well as certificates, 

are we going to lay that on to the Quartermaster or will this 

specifically be, which would actually fall under the 

Quartermaster‟s thing, rather than starting a new fund.  It 

would just have the Quartermaster produce a pin and a 

certificate to be used by the National Patriotic Instructor. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Are you recommending this is an amendment that the 

certificates and the pins come through the Quartermaster?  Or 

are you going to allow them to come from the Patriotic 

Instructor? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 I think, a friendly amendment is that the Quartermaster 

be charged to produce the certificate and the pin and that the 

National Patriotic Instructor then be the one that actually 

issues them when the person completes the course. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 Okay, so … 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 I would accept that amendment, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You‟ll accept that? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 I‟ll accept it also. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Brother Brad. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 I‟ll speak against that.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 The, the distribution of it can‟t be done … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Can I have your name and position? 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

… by the Patriotic Instructor. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Could I have your name and your position please? 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 Yeah.  Oh, I‟m sorry.  Brad Schall.  Which position do 

you want? 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 How about Chief of Staff for this time?  

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

There‟s more to that story, but that‟s neither here nor 

there.  Distribution of it, when, when we originally looked 

like that because you‟ll probably at some point have, this 

really should be through the Patriotic Instructor rather than 

the Quartermaster.  If you want to emphasize the University 

and the Patriotism and what we‟re trying to put forth here, 

the logical person to be the contact person with 

Communications is the Patriotic Instructor, not the 

Quartermaster. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  Don, this is your second time up. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Yes, sir.  Don Darby, Past Commander-in-Chief.  The, the 

actual issuance of the pin in my recommendation, maybe I 

didn‟t say it properly.  The awarding of the pin and the 

certificate would be via the National Patriotic Instructor.  

It would just lay on to the Quartermaster to get the pins, to 

produce the certificate, through whatever the, the Patriotic 

Instructor wants to get.  So it‟d actually be issued out of 

his.  It‟s just Danny‟s footing the bill and we don‟t have to 

do an extra fund or a budget request because it will just come 
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out of the Quartermaster. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Well I don‟t know if we should actually charge the 

Quartermaster to use his funds to give something away was 

free, but …  Danny can you hang just a quick, yeah, go ahead, 

Danny and I‟ll have Max make a comment.  Go ahead, Danny. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 I just want you to know I just made Don Darby my 

Assistant Quartermaster. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 I would like to weight in on this only because I think 

we‟ve been through it once.  We had the ROTC Badge, at one 

time, was ordered, the Quartermaster carried them and it came 

out of that budget.  And then I have to have extra shipping 

and everything to mail them to the person that was actually 

distributing them.  It did not work.  I would rather see a 

budget set up even if you want to take a little bit of the 

budget out of the Quartermaster.  And put it where it belongs, 

the Patriotic Instructor.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Max. 

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 Yeah, it‟s the National Treasurer, or soon to be Past 

National Treasurer.  I would propose that it not be added as a 

line item to the budget.  And then have to change the budget 

after we get it re-approved and all that kind of stuff.  We 

can still take it out of the Quartermaster‟s allotment.  

There‟s sufficient money to cover that kind of thing in there.  

And they can be mailed directly to Patriotic Instructor.  Be 

handled directly out of there.  The only thing is, the 

Quartermaster, all he‟d have to do is make sure that he got 

them.  But they could be mailed directly to that, that 

gentleman for distribution.  I don‟t want to have to change 

the budget again. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 And right now I‟ve got a balanced budget. 

Encampment 

 (applause and chatter) 

Department of Nebraska Chaplain, Marc Witkovski 

 Marc Witkovski Department of Nebraska, Chaplain.  I‟ve 

been involved in initiating a similar situation and my concern 

is if do we give this to the Patriotic Instructor, the five 

hundred dollars might not be enough for an initial set-up, you 

know, the start-up costs.  And I was wondering if there‟s some 

way we could, we could set it up maybe like a thousand 

dollars.  If it wasn‟t used within a certain period of time, 

say a year, that that money would be reimbursed and then we 

could adjust exactly what that budget‟s gonna be once we know. 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Okay.  The motion on the floor which the original 

motion, the recommendation has been amended and the motioner 

has accepted the amended, amendment, is that the National 

Quartermaster use five hundred dollars to produce certificates 

and pins for the Americanization and Education Committee to 

award pins and certificates for completion of the courses.   

At this time, we‟ll go ahead and vote on that.  It‟s the only 

thing we need to vote on.  We don‟t need to vote on amendments 

and motions and all that.  This has already been covered, so, 

all those in favor that motion, signify by raising your cards.  

Opposed?  Cards up.  Have it known that motion approved. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Committee on Communications and Technology, Brother 

Freshley, any changes or no changes, no recommendations? 

National Webmaster, Ken L. Freshley 

 No Changes or recommendations 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  National Committee on Constitution and 

Regulations, Past Commander-in-Chief Bob Grim. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Okay Bob Grim, Past Commander-in-Chief.  On page twenty-

four of your handout, you should find the Constitution and 

Regulations.  The Committee has several proposals.  We‟re 

gonna take these one at a time.  The first one is very simple.  

It‟s a matter of adding the word, and Associates, to Section 1 

of Chapter 1, Article 11.  And if we amend this, it simply 

includes the Associates in this Section of the of the 

Regulations.  So the Committee recommends that you adopt this. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do I have a motion to accept, second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any discussion?  Don, is this gonna be a habit? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief, Don Darby, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

On that Section 1, it‟s to permit Juniors is it Associates or 

Junior Associates?  Because we just went through the thing 

with the, I think that should be “permit Juniors” and, but 

Juniors are now considered members I believe, so … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

… it, should it be Juniors and Junior Associates? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

the wording is proposed by the Committee is correct because 
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what it is saying is you must have Associates before you can 

have Junior Associates.  So if a Department has not amended 

their by-laws to provide for Associate, even if they amend 

them, they‟ll apply for Junior Associates, it‟s 

inconsequential.  You have to have regular Associates before 

you could have Junior Associates.  So the wording is correct. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Don, you understand that? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 I do, but if they already have Associates, then they have 

to have, they don‟t have to have, but their by-laws would have 

to say they would need to have Junior Associates.  So why 

don‟t we just kill all the birds with one stone and put 

“Juniors, Associates” in black, and “Junior Associates”?  That 

would be my friendly recommendation. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, again, in response to the question.  

You cannot now have Associates unless the Department has 

amended by-laws that specifically allow Associates.  And any 

Department that is allowing Associates and has not put 

language into their Department by-laws specifically 

recognizing Associates is in violation of the National 

Regulation.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Okay.  We‟ve had the motion and a second and we‟ve 

had discussion.  All those in favor of the Committee‟s 

recommendation to accept this, signify by raising your card.  

Opposed.  So carried.  

 

[one rap *] 

 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 The second proposal is at the bottom of page twenty-four.  

We want to amend Chapter 3, Article 6, and, by adding a new 

Section 9 that deals with the record keeping for expenses by 

the National Officers and the National Committees.  Those 

changes are on Page 25 and 26.  Rather than read all of that 

to you, hopefully you‟ve already had a chance to look at it.  

We recommend that you adopt this proposal. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 There‟s been a motion and a second.  Any discussion?  All 

those in favor, signify by saying aye. 

Encampment 

 Aye. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I mean raise your card. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Opposed?  Opposed cards.   
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[one rap *] 

 

 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 And then on Page 26, we‟d like to amend Chapter 3, 

Article 6, Section 10.  This is dealing with finances again.  

We want to incorporate into the Regulations a an existing 

policy dealing with the Memorial Monuments and Grant Fund.  

There‟s been a little bit of tweaking of the policy here.  But 

it‟s essentially this, the practice that we‟re engaged in now.  

We recommend that you adopt this as presented. 

Several 

 So moved. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion and a second.  Any discussion? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

…in the, there, there‟s two things both of which are in B, 

Procedures, Paragraph 5.  It says the maximum grant for any 

one project shall be five hundred dollars.  I believe that 

when we did the Last Soldier Project, unless the Committee, 

the, my question basically is, does the Committee make these 

all now five hundred?  Because is used to be that the Last 

Soldier Project got a maximum of three hundred.  That the rest 

of the either new or restorations were five hundred dollars.  

That‟s my first question.  The second being on the next to the 

last sentence, it says, “The C of A may grant additional funds 

to one or more grant recipients to the exhaustion of the 

fund”.  I believe we discussed at the C of A meeting last 

night that it was actually the Committee of the Memorials 

Funds Committee that would exhaust that funds, not the C of A. 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Yes.  If you read the next Section 6, it answers that for 

you.  It gives the power to the Committee. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 But should not that, but the C of A is not the one that 

grants the additional funds.  It is actually the Committee 

that does that, in that line.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

in reference to the first question from Past Commander-in-

Chief Darby, the Committee can award up to a maximum of five 

hundred dollars.  They can award anything between zero and 

five hundred.  The three hundred dollar limit on the Last 

Soldier Project was self imposed and the Committee may or may 

not stick to that.  That‟s the Committee‟s discretion.  The 

second part is, the Committee that is making this decision is 

a subcommittee of the Council of Administration which Section 
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6 empowers to act on behalf of the entire Council of 

Administration.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 That answered my question.  Thank you. 

National Civil War Memorials Officer, Kevin P. Tucker 

 Brother Commander, Kevin Tucker, National Civil War 

Memorials Officer.  in Section B line 5, I believe that the 

five hundred dollar maximum is far short of what a maximum 

should be.  In most cases, just an, an assessment is far more 

than a thousand dollars.  I recommend that that be changed.  

I‟ll offer an, an amendment that line 5 be changed to a 

thousand dollars maximum. 

Several 

 Second. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 Brad Shall.  This time I‟ll claim to be chairman to the 

Grant Committee. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion and a second to the amendment to 

increase the five hundred to a thousand.  Any discussion on 

the amendment? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You guys gonna get me confused.  We‟ve got two 

amendments.  Don‟t go any further.   

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 Commander-in-Chief,  as chairman of the Grant Committee 

and former ally of Charlie Kuhn … 

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 I‟m, I wasn‟t gonna speak on the second part of it.  If 

you take a thousand dollars, okay, which I agree is it, we 

have what sixteen thousand dollars totally in the budget this 

year, Max? 

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 Budget? 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 In the budget for … 

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 No.  It‟s only like twelve thousand because we don‟t, we 

only, we have less than six thousand members. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 Yeah.  If you can, if you go beyond much more than that 

five hundred dollars, you‟re really gonna limit the number of 

awards you can make.  I agreed that the thousand dollars might 

be necessary. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 Thank you, Charlie.  I knew that.  There‟s no use both of 

us talking.  I lost my complete train of thought.  

Encampment 
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(laughter) 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 I think, I think the thousand dollars is an honorable 

thing and I think there‟s a lot of cases where it does it.  

But I think if you‟d limit a smaller number.  We always have 

the option at the end of the year if there‟s money left over 

to re-grant money and we always try to do that.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Any further discussion on the amendment?  This is 

your second time up. 

National Civil War Memorials Officer, Kevin P. Tucker 

 Brother Commander through you to Brother Shall.  how many 

grants have you made?  did you use up all the money this year? 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 We did not, to answer your question, we did not use all 

the money this year.  I believe, I don‟t have the number.  Was 

it fourteen the number of grants we made, Max? 

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 There was about fourteen grants this year. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 That we, we did.  There were two grants that we refused. 

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 Correct. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 We went back and reviewed all the grants that were sent, 

as we do every year, that sent us this year, to see if they 

needed more money.  Usually when we get a grant request 

they‟ll ask for five hundred dollars.  But they will tell us 

how much it‟s gonna be.  This year the grants that we got 

didn‟t require any additional money in the information we got 

originally.   

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 It was eight. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 There was money left over to answer your question.   

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

There was a total of eight thousand dollars in grants 

that were granted.  Total amount of money is like what he 

said. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 Grants by the way went from this year from a hundred and 

sixty-five dollars.  which completed one grant.  to the five 

hundred dollar maximum.   It‟s quite a range of requests. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 James Pahl, Past Commander-in-Chief.  I have to stand in 

opposition to the amendment.  if this were idea times and the 

economy was good and the Order was flush with money, I‟d be 

the first to support it.  But in tough economic times when a 

budget crunch where it‟s hard to produce a balanced budget 

without tapping reserves, and we‟ve talked about that at the 
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Council meeting last night.  the challenges are gonna be 

facing the Order in the next year or two, financially, to 

increase the amount is not financially prudent.  Because 

again, it cuts way down on the number of projects we‟ll be 

able to help. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Last one. 

Department of Connecticut, Edward L. Wittkofski 

 Edward Wittkofski, Secretary, Department of Connecticut.  

And I speak in favor of this amendment.  understanding that 

the economic times right now might not allow us to spend that 

amount of money on any given, but it‟s a maximum amount and 

not a minimum amount that we would be giving for each project.  

In our current times, things, maybe five hundred would be 

prudent to give but it would give the opportunity to go up 

higher if needed.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  We‟ll now proceed to vote on the amendment which 

is the, a change under Paragraph B … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The amendment that Department Commander Kevin Tucker has 

presented is to change Paragraph B, Sub-Paragraph 5, to raise 

the increase from five hundred dollars allotment to a thousand 

dollars.  We have heard pros and cons on this.  We will now 

proceed to vote.  All those in favor of the increase, raise 

your cards.  Opposed?  Okay, I‟ll tell you what.  We‟re gonna 

do a vote a count around the room.  Guard and Color Bearer, I 

mean Guide and Color Bearer, if you‟ll take this half of the 

room.  Don, and count the cards and raise them up.  Keith, if 

you‟ll take that half of the room.  All of those in favor of 

increasing from five hundred to a thousand dollars, raise your 

card.  Okay.  Down cards.  Give me your figures up here. 

National Guide 

 I have a count of forty-three on this side. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Okay.  All against increasing it to a thousand 

dollars, raise your cards.  Count again.   

National Color Bearer 

 I have a count of thirty-two.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  It did pass so the increase has been to a thousand 

dollars.  That‟s on the amendment.  Now on the motion is to 

accept this recommendation from the C & R Committee as amended 

to a thousand dollars.  All those in favor, signify by raise 

your card.  Opposed, cards.  Motion passes.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Okay.  On Page 27, we propose an amendment to Chapter 3, 

Article 6, Finances.  This is by adding a new Section 11 which 
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basically incorporates into the Regulations the current policy 

dealing with who can sign contracts on behalf of the National 

Organization.  And the Committee recommends adoption of this 

proposal. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have, we have a motion and a second to adopt the 

Committee‟s recommendation.  Any discussion?  Hearing none, 

all those in favor, up cards.  Opposed, up cards.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Carries.   

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Okay.  At the, at the bottom of Page 27, we‟d like to 

amend Chapter 5, Article 3, Section 12 by replacing the 

existing Section 12 with a new Section 12, and then 

renumbering Section 13.  And this has to do with the, the 

Memorial University.  Earlier you budgeted the funds for the 

pin.  this basically puts into the Regulations the Memorial 

University, which is on the website, where Juniors can take a 

course in Patriotism and we‟re adding a course for Officer 

Training.  And this provides for a certificate and a pin to be 

issued by the Americanization Committee.  The Committee 

recommends adoption of the proposal. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any second? 

Several 

 I‟ll second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 There‟s been a motion and a second.  Any discussion?  

Hearing none, all in favor, up card.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Carries.   

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 On Page 28.  We‟d like to amend Chapter 5, Article 3, 

Section 14 dealing with badges and decorations.  Like to amend 

this by adding a new Section 14 incorporating into the 

Regulations the current policy on the use of badges, emblems, 

seals, and symbols.  So we‟re basically putting the policy 

into the Regulations and the Committee recommends adoption of 

this proposal. 

 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 It‟s been properly motioned and seconded.  Any 
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discussion?  Hearing none, all in favor up card.  Opposed. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Okay.  At the bottom of Page 29, we‟d like to amend 

Chapter 5, Article 6, Section 25.  This is adding a new 

Section 25 that relates to a person rejoining the Sons of 

Union Veterans who has resigned under Suspension or received a 

General Discharge or Dishonorable Discharge.  This is the 

procedure that we recommend for him to rejoin.  And the 

Committee recommends adoption of this proposal. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do we have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion and a second.  Discussion?  Yes. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 James Pahl, Past Commander-in-Chief.  I guess this is 

more of a point of information or a question.  It appears that 

the language of Section 25 is merely someone …  Oh, okay.  I 

was thinking that it was while someone was under suspension 

the Encampment …  I would move to amend at this time Section 

25, Number 1, who resigns under suspension must receive a 

majority vote at the Department Encampment which he belonged 

at the time of the resignation, to rejoin the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War.  I would move to amend that that 

require the endorsement of the Camp that he belonged to.  That 

the Camp approve that before the Department can act. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Do we have a second? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No it doesn‟t.  It says, what he‟s really saying is that 

for the person to come back in, first it must have the 

approval of the Camp to allow the member back in.  Then after 

the Camp approves it, then it must go to the Department for 

their approval.  So the origination of the Camp from which the 

person resigned from first.  That would be the first step.  Do 

we have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a second.  Any further discussion?  Okay, to the 

amendment. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Wait, wait, wait, wait, wait.   We‟re doing some 

research. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Make sure it‟s in there. 
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Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Department of Maryland, Eugene G. Mortorff 

 Commander, Gene Mortorff Past, let me, not Past 

anything.…  

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Maryland, Eugene G. Mortorff 

The Senior Vice Commander, Department of Maryland.  I, 

suppose you had an individual who‟s in this situation and 

wants to come back in.  If they wanted to come in as a Member-

at-Large would he still need a Camp, his past Camp permission 

to come in? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 What this is addressing, if you‟re not aware, is if a 

person resigns from the Sons.  He quits.  I don‟t want to be a 

member any more.  While he is currently under suspension or a 

General or a Dishonorable Discharge.  If he elects that he 

wants to return back to the Sons, he must first place his 

application with the Camp that he was a member of prior to 

resigning.  That Camp must vote to say … Yeah, this is the 

amendment.  The Camp must vote, say yeah, we‟ll take him back, 

no we won‟t.  And then that is forwarded up to the Department.  

A person just can‟t, right now, a person can be, say he‟s in 

the middle of a disciplinary action at National and he says I 

don‟t want to hear this.  I quit.  And then two years down the 

road he says I want to come back in.  He can come back in.  

Unless somebody says no you can‟t.  That‟s what that‟s 

involved.  So it‟s bringing it to the level of everybody else 

involved with it, Department and the Camp.  Yes? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Well what I was going to propose is specific language is 

that the conclusion of 1 add, “After receiving the endorsement 

of the Camp to which he belonged.”.  So it would read, 

“resigned while under suspension must receive a majority vote 

of the Department Encampment to which he belonged at the time 

of resignation to rejoin the Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War after receiving the endorsement of the Camp to which 

he belonged”, so we can now act on specific language to know 

how it‟s gonna read. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Brother Chuck. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles W. Corfman 

 Question on this.  This is referring to someone who … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Can we have your name and your, who you are? 

 

 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles W. Corfman 

 Charles Corfman, Past Commander-in-Chief.  This does not 

apply to someone who has been dropped for non-payment of dues 
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and then comes back a couple of years later? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No.  This is under Suspension or General or Dishonorable 

Discharge. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles W. Corfman 

 Right.  Okay. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Shut „em up, Dave.  I might have stepped in my mouth. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

actually if you look at Chapter 1 under the Camps where you 

are dropped, the Camp is to issue a General Discharge when 

they drop someone.  So the requirements for re-admission 

having been given a General Discharge, meaning a discharge for 

The Good of the Order, would apply in that case.  If they have 

been dropped you have to understand.  There‟s a difference 

between being suspended for non-payment of dues, which means a 

whole, the calendar year has not lapsed in which you did not 

pay your dues.  They are coming back as a re-admission.  Not 

simply paying their dues and getting up-to-date.  These 

requirements would apply. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  I stand corrected on that, Brother Corfman. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

When a person is dropped for non-payment of dues, it is a 

General Discharge.  So yes, it‟d have to go through this 

procedure.  Any other discussion?  Okay, we‟re gonna vote on 

the amendment, and that is that initiation with the Camp is up 

to Department.  All those in favor, signify by raising your 

card.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Carries.  Now, the vote is for, to accept this 

recommendation from the Committee.  All those in favor of 

accepting this, signify by raising your card.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Carried.   

 

 

 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Okay.  On Page 30, we‟d like to amend Chapter 5, Article 

13, Section 6.  This would repeal this entire Section and the 

reason for this is of course is the Constitutional Amendment 

has been adopted by the Departments and makes this a moot 

issue and it‟s just taking it out of the Regulations. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 We have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion and a second to accept the Committee‟s 

recommendation.  Any discussion?  All those in favor, signify 

by raising your card.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Okay.  We‟d like to also amend Chapter 5, Article 14.  

This would be a new Article.  It has to do with compliance 

with State and Local Laws.  The Committee recommends that we 

adopt this as presented. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion and a second to accept the Committee‟s 

recommendation.  Any discussion?  Hearing none, all those in 

favor signify by raising your cards.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Okay then.  After the Committee did its initial report, 

we added a couple of things here.  So you see on Page 30 at 

the bottom, the supplement to the report.  We would like to 

amend Chapter 5, Article 3, Section 3.  This deals with the 

miniature badge for Past Camp Commander.  And on the next 

Page, 31, Past Department Commander.  And you see the language 

at the end of Section dealing with the miniature Past Camp 

Commander.  The language we want to put in.  And the language 

we want to put in for the Department Commander to authorize a 

miniature badge.  And I understand from the Committee members 

that the Quartermaster says he can also provide miniatures for 

all of the Past Commanders, including Commanders-in-Chief.  So 

we want to incorporate that language also.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 This thing, Do we have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, now we have discussion. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, through you to Brother Grim because I 

had had the discussion …  it‟s Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-

Chief,  had the discussion with the, Danny Wheeler, the 

National Quartermaster.  He also can have a sitting Camp 

Commander, a sitting Department Commander, and a sitting 
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Commander-in-Chief‟s badge in miniature version made 

available.  So we need to incorporate the appropriate language 

in each of those sub-sections of this particular Section. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Is that an amendment or just expand this 

particular … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 That‟s an expansion on Bob‟s addition to what is in the 

written report. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Right.  Any further discussion?  All those in 

favor, signify …  You have to get to the microphone please. 

Department of Rhode Island, Steven Hackett 

 Regarding these miniature badges … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Who, who are you? 

Department of Rhode Island, Steven Hackett 

 Steve Hackett, Department of Rhode Island.  Sorry.  

Regarding these miniature badges, why not make it a blanket 

that any normal sized badge we have, that the Quartermaster be 

able to have miniature badges made available for the Brothers? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s what we‟re doing.   

Department of Rhode Island, Steven Hackett 

 Well we‟re missing the War Badge, War Cross. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Jim? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 James Pahl, Past Commander-in-Chief.  Again, a point of 

clarification.  What we‟re doing is expanding the 

recommendation of the Committee to amend the Regulations to 

include this language for the current Commander-in-Chief 

Badge, the current Department Commander Badge, the current 

Camp Commander Badge, the Past Commander-in-Chief Badge, in 

addition to the two noted, that each Section of the 

Regulations will be amended to allow the appropriate miniature 

of the full sized badge.  Is that correct? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yes. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Danny? 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 I was just getting ready.  I‟m okay. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any further discussion?  Hearing none, all those in favor 

of the recommendation, signify by raising your cards.  
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Opposed, same sign.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Carries. 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 That concludes the report of the Constitution & 

Regulations Committee. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.   

Encampment 

 (applause and chatter) 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Danny Wheeler, National Quartermaster.  Gentlemen, I want 

you to know I do have the two miniature badges.  They are 

ready for sale after the break.   

Encampment 

 (applause, laughter, and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And Danny, you‟re back in good graces with Brother Orr 

now.  National Encampment Site Committee, Brother Houston. 

National Encampment Site Committee, James H. Houston, Jr. 

 No additional report.  The report is on Page 36. One 

thing to call your attention to the … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Jim, can you get to the mic please?  It‟s on Page 36? 

National Encampment Site Committee, James H. Houston, Jr. 

 Yes.  Jim Houston, Past Commander, Department of Ohio.  

Page 36 you‟ll see the report of the of the Committee.  I just 

to highlight the fact that next year‟s National Encampment 

2010 will held in Overland Park, Kansas.  Sponsored by the 

Department of Kansas.  2011 Encampment will be in Northern 

Virginia.  We‟re working on the site now.  We‟ll have that set 

in another month or so.  Sponsored by the Department of 

Maryland.  Subsequent 2012 and beyond, we‟re talking to 

various Departments about subsequent years.  We don‟t really 

award those until it gets closer, usually three years out, 

but, you can find that in the report.  Thank you, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  National Committee on Fraternal Relations, 

Brother Tad Campbell. 

National Committee on Fraternal Relations, Tad Campbell 

 Commander.  The report is on Page 31 and we have no 

additional information to add and no recommendations. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Tad.  Okay, National Committee on History is 

Bob Wolz.  He‟s not here.  I don‟t know what page he‟s on.  Do 

you, Don? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I think he has, saw a recommendation in there.  

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 
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  Eighteen. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Page 18.  Okay, his recommendation is, he recommends the 

incoming Commander-in-Chief again request Departments and 

Camps to record their histories and submit these to the 

National Historian.  We all make history every day and let‟s 

not loose it for the future.  Brothers, what is your desire on 

the History Committee‟s recommendation?   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Good, I‟m standing behind you.  Commander-in-Chief, I 

would move you that this be referred to the incoming 

Commander-in-Chief for his consideration.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

Several 

 I would second that. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Been motioned and second that we refer this to the next 

Commander-in-Chief, whoever that may be.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 All those in favor, signify by saying aye. 

Encampment 

 Aye. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Opposed? 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The Department of Rhode Island were jumping. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Committee on Legislation, Brother Dan Earl. What page is 

he on? 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thirty-two?  Okay looking that, Dan is always on top of 

legislation.  He keeps a great eye going on this stuff.  I 

don‟t see any recommendation of.  If you get a chance, if you 

haven‟t read, take a look at what he‟s on top of and even go 

up and visit those particular bills that there‟s being up 

there.  And see what kind of impact it has on us.  National 

Committee on Lincoln Tomb Observance, Past Commander-in-Chief 

Al Loomis.   

National Committee on Lincoln Tomb Observances, Alan R. Loomis 

 Alan Loomis, Past Commander-in-Chief.  The Committee 

Report is on Pages 34 and 35.  I did not include any 
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recommendations.  The reason being that I have resigned from 

the position and Bob Petrovic has taken it over.  This would 

be I guess a informal type of recommendation that particularly 

the Department of Illinois and Departments surrounding 

Illinois give their, as much help that they can to him.  He‟s 

taking over and believe me, there‟s a heck of a lot of work 

involved in doing that particular event.  So, please for 

heavens sakes, if he calls on you to help render as much help 

as you can because he‟s gonna need it.  And that‟s all. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, for you all that don‟t know it Past Commander-in-

Chief Loomis is from Valpraisa (sic), Indiana, and he takes 

care of the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony in Springfield, Illinois.  

Lot of miles, lot of correspondence, contracts, working 

hotels, working events, and all that kind of stuff.  And they 

put on a fabulous ceremony there.  And I‟d like for us to give 

Brother Loomis a round of applause. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 He sure bailed me out this year.  Thanks, Al.  National 

Committee on Membership, Brother Hanby.  Nothing further? 

National Committee on Membership, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 Nothing more to add 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Military Affairs Committee, Colonel Atkinson? 

National Military Affairs Committee, Elmer F. Atkinson 

 Sir, I‟d like to request that we hold off on the report 

on the, the Military Affairs Committee and the Remembrance Day 

Committee as we have a meeting tonight with both groups.  And 

I‟ll have more to report on tomorrow. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

National Military Affairs Committee, Elmer F. Atkinson 

 Okay.  Thank you, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Committee on Program and Policy, Senior Vice 

Commander-in-Chief Leo Kennedy.   

 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 The report stands.  You can find that located on Page 1. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 As every Commander-in-Chief knows, when you get to that 

chair, Programs and Policies, you usually start off with about 

four or five action items from the National Encampment.  And 

the time the next one rolls around, you‟ve got about thirty 

that you‟ve completed.  My hats off to you and your Committee.  

You did a great job.  Okay, Buzz, since you‟re nice and 

relaxed, how about the report on Remembrance Day?  You want to 

do that one tomorrow, too? 
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National Military Affairs Committee, Elmer F. Atkinson   

 Yes, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  National Committee on Grand Army of the Republic 

Post Records, Dean Sargent. 

Several 

 Not here. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Not here?  Did he have any recommendations you know of? 

Several 

 No recomendations 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, that takes us through the Reports of the National 

Standing Committees.  We‟ll take a short break for the 

National Special Committees.  But before we do, how about a 

lesson from our Patriotic Instructor? 

Encampment 

 (chatter and applause) 

National Patriotic Instructor, Jerry R. Sayre 

 Now we got the first one, let‟s see how we do here.  For 

my second message, I look to our flag and thought, I need not 

look no further.  Like my any simple, it means exactly what we 

believe it to mean.  It is our perception of it and its 

meanings that are called up when we look at it.  It is our 

belief in symbols that help to foster patriotism.  We are 

reminded of the soldiers that followed it, that died so it may 

waive.  And those who gave so much to see that it never be 

dishonored.  As Sons, we‟ve used this glorious symbol in our 

rituals for almost a hundred and thirty years.  The American 

Flag did not play a major role in the War of Independence.  

Most of the myths about the flag‟s importance during the 

Revolution, including the famous tale of Betsy Ross sewing the 

first flag, emerged much later.  After the Star Spangled 

Banner became the nation‟s most significant and cherished 

icon.  At the time the American Flag was created, it did not 

attract much attention from the general public.  Its primary 

function was to identify ships and forts.  Ordinary Americans 

in the Revolutionary Era turned to a variety of symbols: the 

eagle, lady liberty, and George Washington himself to express 

their patriotism and define national identity.  This would 

start to change during the War of 1812, often referred to as 

the Second War of Independence.  This conflict inspired a 

fresh wave of patriotism in a generation too young to remember 

the Revolution.  When Key declared that our flag was still 

there, he fused the physical symbol of the nation with the 

universal feelings of patriotism, courage, and resilience.  By 

giving the flag a starring role in one of the most celebrated 

victories of the war, Francis Scott Key‟s song established a 

new prominence for the flag as an expression of national 

identity, unity, and pride.  By giving it a name, the Star 

Spangled Banner, Key transformed the official emblem into 

something familiar.  The flag was no longer just an emblem of 
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a nation.  It became the representation of the country‟s 

values, ideals for which it stands.  In the year since 1814, 

people have raised the flag to express their ideas about what 

it means to be an American.  The attack of Fort Sumter in 

April of ‟61 launched the nation into the Civil War and 

brought about the lasting changes on how Americans viewed and 

used the Star Spangled Banner.  Though Key‟s song, an earlier 

generation had come to appreciate the flag‟s value as an 

inspiring and unifying national symbol.  The Civil War not 

only revived that patriotic attachment to the flag, but 

expanded it.  Fostering its spirit of reverence and devotion 

that would endure for generations to come.  For northerners 

who were called to defend the Union, the, created by the 

founding fathers, the flag became a sacred emblem of that 

cause.  Consecrated in battle in the blood of Union Soldiers.  

With the abolition of slavery and the opening of Union ranks 

to black soldiers, many African Americans saw the flag in a 

new light.  As a symbol of freedom and a promise of 

citizenship.  I found these words by President Calvin Coolidge 

from Flag Day 1923 simple and to the point.  “We do honor to 

the stars and stripes as the emblem of our country and the 

symbol of all that patriotism means.  We identify the flag 

with almost everything we hold dear on earth.  It represents 

our peace and security, our civil and political liberty, our 

freedom of religion, our family, our friends, our home.  We 

see it in the great multitudes of blessings and rights and 

privileges that make up this Country.  But when we look at the 

flag and behold it in blazon with all of our rights, we must 

remember that is equally a symbol of our duties.  Every glory 

that we associate with it is the result of duty done.  A 

yearly contemplation of our flag strengthens and purifies the 

national conscience”.  In closing, I would like to tell a 

small story.  Our Color Guard was marching in a local parade.  

We tried to look straight ahead and keep focused, but often it 

becomes quiet along the parade route.  Out of the corner of my 

eye, I caught a young father with obvious military haircut and 

bearing saying to his young son, “Now, son, when the flag 

comes by, you always stand, put your hand over your heart like 

this”.  Some of the crowd did not stand.  But those who heard 

his words like I did, stood and cheered.  And I have never 

forgotten it.  Thank you. 

 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Please give your attention to the alter.  Okay.  We will 

return at fourteen twenty-five.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 
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[one rap *] 

 

(break) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers, another couple of announcements. Chief of 

Staff Brad Schall wanted me to announce that the …  What‟d you 

say, Brad?  The courtesy hour is not tonight, it is tomorrow 

night?  That‟s the typical after-the-Encampment‟s over indulge 

ourselves in some spiritual beverages … 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… and comradery.  Tomorrow morning‟s Encampment will open up 

at eight-thirty, vice nine-thirty.  The SVR Breakfast is at 

seven o‟clock.  So we should have plenty of time.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

It‟s regularly scheduled for nine-thirty.  But I wanted 

to open up earlier.  So we will convene tomorrow morning at 

eight-thirty.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief.  Commander-in-Chief, Don Darby, Past 

Commander-in-Chief.  I just want to let everyone know the 

breakfast will be on the second floor in the Taylor Whitley 

Room.  And I, I think you have to take the elevator in the 

back to be closest there.  So, and it‟s seven o‟clock, once 

again.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Brother Chief of Staff. 

National Chief of Staff, D. Brad Schall 

 Commander-in-Chief, it‟s my honor to present the Past 

Commander-in-Chief to the Sons of Confederate Veterans, Ed 

Deason. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Welcome Past Commander-in-Chief.  Would you please 

approach the dais please.  Please join us up here for some 

comments please. 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 Thank you. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Brothers, please extend a hearty welcome to our 

estinguished, distinguished guest. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 Thank you, Commander-in-Chief.  It‟s certainly a pleasure 
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to be here.  Can everyone hear me because I have a tendency to 

move away from the mic.   

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 Good.  Assume you can‟t.  This is my third National 

Encampment with your Organization.  On both of the occasions 

when I was Commander-in-Chief, two years, 2000 to 2002, I made 

the first one up in Lansing.  Had a wonderful time.  Had a 

very well received and enjoyed every moment of it.   

And when I come the second year and you had it in Springfield 

at the Commemoration of, I believe, the 145 years of Wilson‟s 

Creek, if I recall, that‟s correct.  And now, I had an 

opportunity to come back again.  A couple of weeks ago, we‟ll 

it‟s been longer than that.  A month ago, my Commander-in-

Chief Charles McMichael.  Asked me, called me one day and he 

said, “Ed, I‟m bound up here.  I‟ve got to be back in school”.  

He‟s a teacher.  And he said, “I cannot make the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War Encampment.  Could you possibly make 

it for me”?  And I said, “Well what about your Lt. Commander-

in-Chief”?  And you met him last year, I believe it was in 

Boston and he said, “He‟s a TV Film Commercial Producer”.  And 

he said, “Old Mike is going to be in Europe on business and he 

can‟t come”.  I said, “I‟d certainly love to go, but I don‟t 

want to step in front of anyone else”.  And he said, “Well, 

you‟re certainly a welcome.  I mean, it would be a blessing if 

you could go for me and bring greetings for me”.  We had our 

National Convention this, well, it was last, last month in 

whoa, I‟m losing it.  In Hot Springs, Arkansas, and we had the 

pleasure of having a Past Commander-in-Chief of yours by the 

name of Danny Wheeler.  Well I‟ve known Danny.  In fact, he 

visited the first convention when I was elected in Charleston.  

So I‟ve known for a number of years.  And got to visit with 

him again.  And through the years, we‟ve had to touch base 

back and forth.  It‟s always been certainly been a pleasure to 

be, be around him.  I have to tell a story, though, on Danny.   

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 And I hope you haven‟t heard this one.  But he was a 

model of behavior in Hot Springs.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 I arrived a day early and I went down to the local Court 

and I posted a bond just in case. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 And fortunately, I got that, the money was given back to 

me when I departed.  But when Danny come down to Charleston, 

South Carolina, this was when he was the Commander-in-Chief.  

He had certainly had a good time and was so well received.  We 
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certainly enjoyed him.  But one day, if you recall in history, 

that was the time they were raising the Hunley there in the 

Charleston Harbor.  And of course he wanted to see part of it, 

be a part of it, whatever he could do.  So he told his wife on 

some of this free time he had, we‟re gonna drive over to 

Moultrie and we‟re gonna get as good a shot side of that as we 

can.  So they got in the car and as they were driving across 

the Cooper River, that long bridge that goes across there, he 

didn‟t have his seat belt fastened.  And he, as he got to the 

end of the bridge, there was a Highway Patrolman, a South 

Carolina Trooper sitting there.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 So Danny says well I‟d better put this sucker on just in 

case.  So sure enough the State Trooper pulled in behind him.  

Right about a mile down the road and turned the lights on.  

And Danny politely as he knew to do, pulled over.  And the 

Trooper come around and he said “Sir, when you come off the 

bridge, on one of our state highways, you did not have your 

seat belt on”.  He said, “Well, I have it on now.  What …”.  

He said, “No.  You didn‟t have it on then”. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 So he said I‟m an honest trustworthy individual and I 

assure you I had it on.  And he said, “No, sir, you did not”.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

So he, a couple of things here.  And finally Danny gave 

up and he said, “Well”, he said, “Officer, if you would just 

check with my wife, she‟s a southern lady.  I like to refer to 

her as my “southern belle”.  He said, “If you check with 

Betty, she‟ll tell you”.  So the Officer said, “Well, I‟ll do 

that”.  So the Officer walked around the other side of the car 

and she politely with those big old sparkling eyes of hers, 

pushed the, the window down, lowered the window.  And he 

looked down at her and he said, “Now, I want you to tell me 

everything you know about the Commander-in-Chief”.  And she 

looked up at him real quietly and she said, “Well, the only 

thing I know is you don‟t argue with him when he‟s been 

drinking”.  

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 Thank you.  But when one of the things, I‟ll tell one 

more here on Danny.  Was one of the things he did not hear 

when he was in Hot Springs, not from a southerner anyhow.  He 

said Jeff Davis was which President? 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 
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Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 Don‟t say that to …  And the other thing he didn‟t hear 

is, “My belly too big”? 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 It‟s that home cooking and southern home cooking and as 

well as the grits, which we indulge in probably too often.  It 

was certainly a pleasure to be here.  When I will be at our 

Convention, I asked, our Commander-in-Chief and he was my 

Chief of Staff eight years ago when I was elected to, to the 

office.  And I said, “Chuck, what do you, what do you want me 

to say to the Sons of the Union Veterans?  You know they‟re 

growing and I think it‟s important, our relationship with 

them”.  And he said, “I know it”.  So he, he wouldn‟t give me 

a dialogue.  so I said, “Well”.  He said, “You know what to 

say.  You, you‟ve been to those before”.  I said, “Well, this 

time I‟m gonna go up there and challenge them to a re-match to 

Gettysburg”.  

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 He said, “No”.  And I won‟t mention the words he said. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Edwin L. Deason  

 He said, said “They‟ve been faithful allies and friends 

and particularly back there when you and I”, we would refer to 

it as the Commander-in-Chief, and he said “recall the flag 

incident we had where Danny Wheeler issued I believe General 

Order Number 15”.  I can be corrected on that.  “That through 

the support of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 

behind our flag effort to retain the flag atop the capital in 

the State of South Carolina.  Which it had been there since 

1961.  This commemorative thing for that hundredth anniversary 

of the War between the States”.  And I, and he said, “There‟s 

been a number of other things that they‟ve done”.  So in 

behalf of the Commander-in-Chief, I want to bring you warm 

greetings and I want to cut this off kinda‟ quick, because I 

know what the deliberations you‟re going through here today 

are probably far more important than listening to me.  But 

from the Commander-in-Chief, to the Commander-in-Chief, to the 

Department heads and all the Delegates present at this 

Encampment, want to wish you well in his behalf and hope that 

you have fruitful things come out of this Encampment.  Thank 

you. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 Okay.  Continuing on, we have the reports of the National 

Special Committees.  National Committee on Civil War Heritage 

Defense Fund, Past Commander-in-Chief Charles Kuhn.  With 

Brother Henry Shaw co-chairing. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 No report, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No report.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 One, one thing. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You said no report. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Out of order. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Okay.  Got it there.  Max, how much is in that account 

now?  

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 I knew you were gonna ask me that.  

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 It was twelve thousand dollars, I think.) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

 Okay.  I want Brothers, I want to thank, thank everybody 

for continuing to contribute to that.  Please do keep 

contributing to that because some day, I would pray that we 

don‟t need to defend our monuments, or try and do something in 

Court.  But if we do go to Court, that would be used up very 

quickly.  So, keep contributing to that fund please. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  The National Committee on Civil War Memorial Grant 

Fund.  These are three elected members of the Council of 

Administration with Brother Brad Schall as chair.   

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 You say that‟s up to me? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟d be you.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

This is on the Memorial Grant Fund Committee. 

Council of Administration, D. Brad Schall 

 Nothing else to report. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The National Committee on e-Bay Surveillance. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I don‟t think we have a report.  National Committee on 

Real Sons and Daughters.   

National Committee on Real Sons and Daughters, Jerry Orton? 

 Commander-in-Chief, I‟m Jerry Orton and I am a member of 

the Committee and I didn‟t know that the Chairman wasn‟t going 
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to submit a report.  There are no more than five individuals 

who are declared disabled before their eighteenth birthday 

receiving compensation from the Federal Government.  Although 

some of the southern states do give compensation to the needy 

children of their own volunteers.  One of our members, William 

Upham, who was once the Commander-in-Chief with the military 

order of the Loyal Legion was featured in one of the issues of 

the American Legion Magazine this year. The Committee will 

give certificates to Real Sons and Daughters if they‟re made 

known to us.  And it‟s, I guess that‟s it. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  National Committee on Scholarships, Brother 

Ertell.  Anybody here from the Scholarship Committee?  Okay.  

I have his report.  If I can find out where it is. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Fifty-six?   

Encampment 

 Fifty-seven. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  I do want to let you know that their Committee 

which is an excellent Committee.  They have selected the two 

recipients this year as Sarah Ann Hoover of Old Hickory, 

Tennessee.  She‟s a member of Tennessee Tent Number 4, 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  And Emily Jane 

Miller of Blissfield, Michigan.  Member of Nash Hodges 

Auxiliary Number 43, Department of Michigan.  They are 

recipients of the Scholarship Awards this year.  Fifty-six.  I 

think he had a couple recommendations. 

 

Several 

 Yes.  Page 56. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  The recommendations are that the applicants must 

be a member of the Sons or the Allied Orders for a period of 

at least one calendar year, prior to the March 31
st
 application 

deadline.  Oh, I‟m sorry, Rich. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Oh, I‟m, I‟m waiting for you to finish.  I might speak on 

the recommendation. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 I have a motion on the recommendations.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  The … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Do you want to read through them or you want me to just 

make the motion? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 All right. 
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Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, in light of the fact that this is 

gonna require extensive changes to the current policy and the 

forms, I would move this be referred to the Program and Policy 

Committee for next year. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion and second.  Any discussion?  All those in favor, 

up card.  Down card.  All opposed, up card.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So ruled.  National Encampment and Restoration Study 

Committee, Brother Walt Busch.  I think Brother Busch is 

trying to get a Department out in Hawaii so we can all go out 

there and have our Encampment. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Encampment and Restoration Study Committee, Walter E. 

Busch 

 No sir, this is my SVR outfit. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Encampment and Restoration Study Committee, Walter E. 

Busch 

 Brother Walt Busch, Past Department Commander, Missouri.  

No further report at this time from the Credentials Committee. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Special Committee to Fort Donelson.  Brother Stuart 

Stefany.  Not here.  National Exploratory Committee on 

Recognizing Canadian Veterans, Brother Bob Heath.  Look behind 

you. 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 Pardon? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 About face. 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 Oh.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 Sorry about that. 

National Exploratory Committee on Recognizing Canadian 

Veterans, Brother Robert E. Heath 

Commander-in-Chief.  I believe I will be speaking 

tomorrow on this issue will I not?  Because I‟ve got ten 

minutes slated for you for tomorrow morning.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  
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National Exploratory Committee on Recognizing Canadian 

Veterans, Brother Robert E. Heath 

 Just an update on where we‟re at.  And I‟ll deal with it 

more specifically tomorrow.  But we, I have, and Adam Gaines 

here from Ontario has been helping me.  We‟ve been working for 

a few years now on putting together all the information of 

Canadians who served for the Union in the Civil War and fifty 

thousand of them came down here and served.  Twenty-nine of 

whom were Medal of Honor recipients.  And a number of them 

became Major Generals.  And so we have spent a lot of time 

working on that and I thank Commander-in-Chief for allowing me 

to be able to speak about this issue.  I‟m getting kinda worn 

kinda thin on it, but tomorrow I will be bringing the scale 

model of the monument in here for you to look at.  And at that 

time, I‟ll deal with how we might pursue in conjunction with 

the approval of the Commander-in-Chief raising funds 

primarily, hopefully through the U. S. Government.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 National Committee on Leadership Course, Past Commander-

in-Chief Robert Grim. 

National Committee on Leadership Corps, Robert E. Grim 

 Our report is on Page 49.  We have no changes to the 

report, but we do have a recommendation.  And I think it‟s 

probably been taken care of by the action earlier regarding 

the funding, but we recommend that the Committee be extended 

by one year so that it can design the pin for the graduates of 

the Memorial University.  We have the Memorial University was 

created last year.  They had a course for Juniors and this 

year, the Committee designed and developed a course for 

training potential officers of the Sons of Union Veterans.  

And we‟ve designed a certificate for presentation to both 

Associates and members who take the training course for 

Officers and also for the Juniors.  But the pin hasn‟t been 

done yet and, and we need the Committee to be extended for a 

year to do that.  And we recommend that you approve the 

Committee‟s recommendation of one year extension on the 

Committee. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion and a second. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any discussion?  All in favor, up card.  Down card.  

Opposed, up card.  Down. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you have anything else you want to say to this? 

National Committee on Leadership Corps, Robert E. Grim 

 Now that that‟s all official, we‟d like to announce that 

we do have our first graduate of the Officer Training Course.  
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In the process of designing the course, we had the Webmaster 

Ken Freshley, take the course, he didn‟t have the answers.  He 

had to hunt them up and he passed the course successfully.  

And we would like at this time for Ken to come up and the 

Commander-in-Chief will present him the first Certificate as 

the first graduate of the Officer Training Course. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  The citation reads, “The Sons of Union Veterans of 

the Civil War Memorial University Officer Training Course.  

Ken L. Freshley is awarded this Certificate in recognition of 

distinguished self-improvement gained through the successful 

completion of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Officer Training Course designed to enhance the participant‟s 

understanding of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Constitution, Regulations, Ritual, and Job Descriptions.  

Given this 15
th
 day of August, 2009.  David V. Medert, 

Commander-in-Chief”.  And Ken, congratulations. 

National Webmaster, Ken L. Freshley 

 Thank you. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  The National Committee on Digest, Past Commander-

in-Chief James Pahl. 

Several 

 Forty-eight. 

National Committee on Digest, James B. Pahl 

 Starting on Page 48 to 49, the Committee on Digest 

Report.  To kinda bring you up to speed as to what we‟re 

doing, is that coming into this Encampment, there are three 

different places that you have to look to find out how to do 

something.  Constitution and Regulations, the Policies of the 

Order, and the Order, the Order‟s Digest.  The Digest is a 

compilation of opinions of Past National Counselors, rulings 

of Commanders-in-Chief, and statements of an Affirmative 

Statement of Policy by a National Encampment that was not 

incorporated to Regulations.  So this is, The Digest is the 

place to look, what are those rulings.  The problem with The 

Digest is that it also includes rulings that are kinda out-of-

date and no longer applicable.  So that if you start a 

research project, how do I do something, when you get done 

reading The Digest, you‟re more confused than when you 

started.  So the first task of the Committee was to go through 

all of those opinions, which ones still really apply.  And you 

can imagine my looking at the Committee membership how much 

fun that was, the second step then is how do we incorporate a 

system where a Brother only has to look one place to find an 

answer to the question.  The Grand Army of the Republic used 

the “blue book” system.  Where they would publish their 

Constitution / Regulations and then all of these applicable 
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rulings would be placed as footnotes in the appropriate place 

in the Constitution.  So when you‟re talking about eligibility 

for membership, when there have been previous rulings that my 

ancestor had Confederate service.  Am I still eligible to 

apply?  And under what conditions?  The answer, there‟s a 

footnote right there in the Regulations as to what that 

condition is.  One place to look.  What we propose is that 

this Order go back to the “blue book” system.  Because we can 

publish electronically, there‟s no cost to the Order.  That 

the Constitution / Regulations would have as published on the 

website, footnotes of the applicable decisions, the applicable 

policies, the applicable opinions.  That a Officer be 

appointed each year to gleam through the Encampment materials, 

incorporate the new changes to the Constitution / Regulations.  

To take a look at all the General Orders and Opinions of the 

Counselor, incorporate those into the footnotes, and then work 

with the Constitution / Regulations Committee of how to 

incorporate those Opinions, those Decisions into the 

Regulations, or do we leave them as footnotes and operate in 

that fashion.  There was one member of the Committee who 

objected to this procedure, thinking that all opinions should 

expire at the end of the National Encampment, unless the 

Encampment affirmatively adopts amendments to the Regulations.  

I personally am not in favor of that because that would lay a 

big burden on you to go through all of those at this meeting 

and have these presentations made.  We‟re opposed.  To the 

system I‟m proposing, gives the Constitution & Regulations 

Committee a year to study the issues, to debate it among 

themselves, and then to bring back a concise report at the 

next Encampment.  So there are five recommendations.  It‟s 

kind of a package, that would include the discharge of the 

Committee to be replaced by a single Officer as specified in 

these recommendations.  And I so move you. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a motion and a second.  Do we have discussion?  

Hearing none, all those in favor, signify by raising your 

cards.  Down cards.  All opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried. 

National Committee on Digest, James B. Pahl 

 Thank you, Brothers.  That concludes the Committee Report 

and we stand discharged. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Past Commanders Jim Pahl, Rich Orr, Don Darby, I forget 

who else in on that Committee.  I thank you very much.  For 

all the hard work that you have put into this.  Believe me, 

Brothers, if you have read the C & R, you try to do something, 
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you find out that there was another governing document called 

The Digest.  And you found out what you were doing was really 

wrong.  Was defined some place else.  It got not only 

confusing, but it got very frustrating.  These guys worked all 

year long to do this.  And they have done an excellent job and 

I applaud you.  Thank you. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief ,I‟m not done.  I‟m sorry.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I take it all back. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Rich Orr just pointed to me, and belatedly I, I tend to 

agree, that in creating a new Officer we have to amend the 

Regulations to insert that.  And I so move that … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The Officer‟s title is? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Assistant National Counselor – Blue Book.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  We have a motion.  We have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, signify by up card.  Down 

card.  Up.  Down. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Wonder who that person‟s gonna be? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 I have no idea.  Yes I do.  But anyway I will make sure 

that the appropriate language is approved by the Committee and 

then inserted in the Regulations appropriately.  If I am 

appointed that Assistant National Counselor.  Which I applied 

for. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yeah.  Thank you very much again, Jim.  Appreciate it.  

National Committee on the Sesqui-Centennial.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

What?  Oh. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Just, just stay …  Don Darby, Charlie Kuhn, Don Darby, 

Charlie Kuhn. 
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Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 I would move you, I, since we brought up about the, the 

changes, what we did here, changed the, the, the Regulations.  

I would move you that the Job Description of the Patriotic 

Instructor be forwarded to the Constitution and Regulations 

Committee next year to have wording re-written for giving out 

those badges and pins.  That all needs to be done.  I make 

that a motion. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion, second.  Discussion? 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

Several 

 Point of information.  Would you repeat the… 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 What‟s that? 

Several 

 You have to repeat what you said. 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Since we added another duty to the Patriotic Instructor 

to give out the pins for the Memorial University we need to 

change the wording for the job description in our Regulations 

for the Patriotic Instructor.  So, I am saying that we either 

forward that to the Constitution & Regulations, or maybe, 

maybe the Programs & Policy Committee for next year.  Let them 

work it over for a year.  Come back next year with the proper 

language describing the whatever.  So … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Now you‟re looking at the National Patriotic Instructor, 

not necessarily the Camps, Departments? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Yes, yes, yes.  For the things for the…  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The pins ?   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Memorial University. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right.  Any further discussion?  I think we‟ve already 

upped and downed that one didn‟t we.  We‟re gonna refer that, 

this is where it gets kinda confusing in some of the things 

that we do do.  The job descriptions are a part of the C & R.  

However, part of the job description of the Programs and 

Policy Committee is to review the job descriptions.  So the 

Programs and Policy Committee will review the job description 

and submit it to the C & R for approval and language so stated 
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to go into the new “blue book”.  Okay?  That‟s where things 

get confusing.  That‟s task number one.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Two?  We‟re not done yet.  Okay.  The National Committee 

on the Sesqui-Centennial. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, there‟s a motion on the 

floor. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I thought we already upped and downed that one? 

Several 

 No.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  All in favor for the job description.  Up card.  

Down.  Opposed.  So moved. 

[one rap *] 

 

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 Michael Beard, Department of Maryland, Sesqui-Centennial 

Committee.  Our most important recommendation here that took 

so much pages, on Page 58, and it is for the Sesqui-Centennial 

Medal.  And I believe that one‟s been taken up by another of 

the Committees.  Is that correct? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That gonna be Committee on the, the recommendation that 

comes up now.  But I would strongly encourage you to really 

summarize that instead of reading eight pages.   

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 That‟s correct.  The Committee is suggesting that we 

create a medal and Paragraph 5 would give you the basic 

purposes of the medal.  There‟s only two criteria, membership 

in the Order in good standing, and at least one day served as, 

as a member during the upcoming Sesqui-Centennial.  We have 

dates in here as to when that will begin, and when that will 

end and anyone can own this medal.  But you can put bars on 

it.  And the idea is to put things on it during the Sesqui-

Centennial, recognizing attendance or participation in events.  

Or being recognized by your Camp, Department, or National for 

some type of merit, to put these devices on the medal. Mr. 

Fidler of the Department of Tennessee, he‟s gone through great 

lengths to lay out some rules or some proposed rules as to how 

this would be done.  The medal itself is pictured on Page 62.  

It is a facsimile of the GAR Medal.  Its stripes are red, 

white, and blue with yellow and white.  And the symbols from 

each one of those colors is described in great detail by Dr. 

Fidler.  And we‟re proposing that this medal be authorized by 

the Encampment.  And will probably start commencing 

manufacture of that through the Quartermaster, I presume. For 

resale. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. Brother Mike, as this would entail a change to the 

Regulations if so adopted, I‟m gonna refer this to the C & R 
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Committee.  Okay?   

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

    Our next recommendation is on our report on Page 40.  

Where the Committee is recommending that there be a page set 

aside on the National Website to advertise and promote sesqui-

centennial events that the Sons will participate in.  And we 

are recommending a definition of what would be called a 

“Signature Event”.  And the Signature Events is what would be 

advertised on this national webpage.  We have a definition 

here in what a Signature Event would be, it would be of 

national significance.  Present the GAR in a positive manner.  

Not have any sponsors or co-sponsors that would prove 

embarrassing to the Sons.  Not expose the Sons to any 

insurance risks.  That could be difficult.  Present the United 

States in a positive manner.  And the event would have to have 

in some form, a sponsor of either a Camp or a Department.  

These particular events would be advertised on the website.  

They‟d also be allowed to use the Sons logo and to sell the 

Sesqui-Centennial Medal and in whatever form that gets 

approved. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s your recommendation? 

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 That‟s the recommendation. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do we have a second? 

Several 

I second this. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any discussion?  Brother Orr. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

My concern is over the blanket approval of allowing other 

organizations where we may simply have representation that 

meet this criteria to use our logo.  We have, once we do that, 

we have no control over what they put it on or what they do 

with it.  I think we‟re opening ourselves up for a lot of 

potential problems by doing that. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Brother Don. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief, Past Commander-in-Chief Don Darby, 

Department of Ohio.  Please check the roof because I agree 

with Rich and we‟re about ready to all … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Could you speak up.  I couldn‟t hear ya‟. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 I said please check the roof because it, I‟m agreeing 

with Rich and we‟re all about to die. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 
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 In this policy that he came up with right now, there‟s an 

assumption that the medal will be: 1) approved, 2) be 

available at the time, and 3) as I understand it, you pass 

this to the C & R Committee.  When is the C & R Committee 

gonna report?  In this Encampment or next year?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟d be next year.  They‟ve got to have time to review 

this.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Well then I, I would move that we not vote on this thing 

„till the C & R Committee comes up and either says yea or nay. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So we have an amendment to wait until the results of the 

C & R Committee‟s recommendation on this. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Yes sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do I have a second. 

Several 

 Second. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any discussion on that?  Brother Jim. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Commander-in-Chief, James Pahl, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

I‟m gonna bring the house down.  I agree with Rich and I agree 

with Don. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 And I stand for the motion to postpone until next year‟s 

Encampment‟s consideration given the, the complications 

involved. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Brother Mike. 

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 I believe that would entitle me to the first medal for 

having brought these three people together. 

Encampment 

 (laughter, chatter, and applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  The motion is the amendment right now to wait  

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 The motion to postpone. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The motion to postpone. I knew that. I was just testing 

you.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do we have a second on that? 

Several 
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 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  Hearing none, all of those in favor, signify 

by …  All opposed?  So carried.  So the rest is moot right 

now.   

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 We have another recommendation regarding education during 

the sesqui-centennial.  And it was triggered by an e-mail that 

we spotted from the Sons of Confederate Veterans in our, in 

our neighborhood of Virginia.  They are sponsoring a 

scholarship with a one thousand dollar award for public high 

school for students to write essays on the upcoming sesqui-

centennial.  And I have in here the language of that e-mail 

for your reading pleasure.  But our recommendation is that 

each Department sponsor such an essay as they see fit with the 

intent of educating the public on the cause to preserve the 

Union. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Is this the motion? 

 

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 That‟s a motion. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do I have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion and second.  Any discussion? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief, Don Darby, Past Commander-in-Chief, 

Department of Ohio.  It, the only thing that, that I question 

is the I heard a thousand dollars and the Confederates are 

doing it.  Well, they got a ton more money than we do and a 

ton more members.  And based on the C of A meeting last night, 

we‟re in a hurt locker for money.  And to come up with a grand 

is gonna be hard for National to do, let alone anything near 

that for some of the Departments.  While I, I applaud the 

effort, I‟m just saying that the, the money isn‟t there. 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 Commander-in-Chief, James Hanby, Junior Vice Commander-

in-Chief.  The recommendation says to the Departments and 

Camps as they see fit.  It‟s not recommending a thousand 

dollars.  It‟s not recommending that they are required to do 

it.  It‟s saying as they see fit.  It‟s a recommendation. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

   I just want to make one thing and try to get some 

clarification.  Is this a requirement to the Departments or 

Camps? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, it does say that. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Wait, just a second, Charlie.  Mike is this gonna, what 
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you‟re asking, gonna be a requirement that that Camp and the 

Department … 

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 We put the “as they see fit”.  We were leaving the 

decision to the Departments. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, so you‟re, it‟s just a suggestion more than 

anything else? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Right, it‟s strong encouragement. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Is that what you wanted to say, Charlie? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Yes. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Oh, you didn‟t identify yourself.  I was just curious. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 It might have been a discreet identification. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Been a motion and second.  And further discussion?  

All those in favor, signify by raising cards.  Opposed?  So 

noted. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Our last recommendation is to look towards the legacy of 

the Grand Army of the Republic.  The Committee recommends the 

Council of Administration explore producing a video on the 

Grand Army of the Republic during the sesqui-centennial, with 

the goal of releasing a video during the sesqui-centennial.  

This video would explore the history of the GAR, its effect on 

national politics, its purpose, and its attempt to preserve 

history, and why its members went to war to preserve the 

Union.  The Committee sees this project along the lines of a 

Ken Burns Civil War using archival footage and photographs to 

tell the story. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do we have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Question.  Why the Council of Administration?   

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 Because this would be really to explore the feasibility 
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of the producing it.  Producing obviously means a lot of 

dollars and a lot of efforts.  The members of the of the 

Committee would not be able to produce a video.  And looking 

upon the Organization as a whole, there‟s probably people in 

the Organization that might have the contacts to do that.  

Somebody might even know Ken Burns.  But there is a lot of 

information already out there on the GAR but this is something 

that the Sesqui-Centennial Committee would love to participate 

in, but it‟s gonna require some real skill and some real 

thought to produce a video. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, so you‟re really just asking the Council of 

Administration to see if the funding is available for it.  Not 

to make any research or investigation into procuring 

directors, producers, materials, and so forth because that 

would normally come underneath the Special Committee task to 

do that. 

 

Several 

 The director‟s might be right down the hall. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Might end up with an ax in your head. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s why I need to get it clarified because it‟s not 

the Council of Administration‟s duty to do that.  They can 

identify it, with, through the Treasurer if the funds are 

there.  That would come under more of a Special Committee be 

formed, or to task your Committee to come back with the 

solutions and the requests.   

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 Well, when I wrote the word explore, I sort of was just 

leaving that idea open.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  So you‟re gonna leave your recommendation as it 

stands? 

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 Yes. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   We have a second.  Any further discussion?  

Charlie. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Never mind. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  So you‟re still leaving it as the C of A to review 

this, to investigate this? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, we have a GAR Sesqui-

Centennial Committee,  why wouldn‟t they do it? 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s what I‟m trying to get, get towards.  Okay.  The 

recommendation is the Council of Administration explore the 

feasibility of doing this.  All those in favor, signify by up 

card.  Down card.  Opposed?  Motion defeated. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Civil War Sesqui-Centennial Committee Chair, D. Michael Beard 

 That concludes the Committee‟s report. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  It was a very good report and I do appreciate 

your efforts and hope we keep those going.  Okay.  Battle Flag 

Preservation,  Brother Norris. 

Battle Flag Preservation, Ed Norris 

 My reports‟ on Page 51.  There are no changes. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  And again, I applaud you and your Committee‟s 

efforts.   

Battle Flag Preservation, Ed Norris 

 Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

And looking forward to what else comes out of it.  

Battle Flag Preservation, Ed Norris 

 Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee.  Brother Orr. 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

there‟s no changes to the report, but there are a number of 

recommendations that … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 What page are you on, Rich? 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 Oh, it starts on Page 42 and runs on for the next three 

or four pages.  The recommendations are on Page 46 and the 

Resolution you‟ve already referred to the Committee on 

Resolutions.  First recommendation is that we continue to 

pursue the Commemorative Coin and our efforts to have someone 

introduce us into Congress. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Do you have second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, up card.  Down.  Opposed? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 The second one, that we continue to pursue the 
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Commemorative Stamp to which the Resolution as the Committee 

submitted. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, up.  Down.  Opposed? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 The third, that a separate Committee be appointed by the 

Commander-in-Chief to plan, develop, and implement a 

commemorative event on or about 6 April 2016 in Decatur, 

Illinois or thereabout, and that our Sister Orders of the 

Allied Orders of the GAR be invited to participate at all 

levels of planning and implementation.  Or alternatively, the 

scope of this Committee be expanded to include such an event 

and the Committee be authorized to seek participation by the 

other Allied Orders in planning and execution. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 Which?  That‟s an either / or. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 What do you recommend? 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

We‟re recommending a separate Committee because we‟ve got 

other things that we‟ve got to work with. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  With the second Committee, is there a second? 

Several 

Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Discussion?  All in favor, up.  Down.  Opposed. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

There were a number of recommendations made by this 

Committee last year that were adopted and approved.  However, 

they haven‟t been implemented.  So our recommendation for, is 

that those recommendations be implemented so that we can move 

on with doing the things we need to do to properly commemorate 

the Sesqui-Centennial of the GAR. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second?  Is there a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, up.  Opp…, down.  Opposed?   
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[one rap *] 

 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 And the fifth, while this may be under the purview of the 

GAR Records Committee, the Committee felt that the best thing 

that we could do over all to maintain the memory of the GAR 

was to locate all existing records, wherever they may be, are 

they accessible, what is needed to access them, and that we 

develop an online resource for everyone, that if they want 

information on a particular post and we know or have found out 

where that information is, that it be put into this data base 

and be available. Each Department develop a plan and that plan 

be submitted to the Commander-in-Chief no later than July 15
th
 

of 2010 and implemented thereafter. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  Brother Leo. 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Why the Commander-in-Chief and not the Committee? 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 Because the Committee cannot compel Departments to do 

anything and the Commander-in-Chief can. 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 What‟s, sending their reports to the Commander-in-Chief 

would just mean that, granted, you‟d have to send it to the 

Committee. 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 That‟s true, but you can also issue a General Order 

directing them to the Committee. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Behind you, Rich.  Behind you. 

Department of Massachusetts, Steve Twining 

 Steve Twining, Department of Massachusetts.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Can you speak up a little bit?  They can‟t hear you in 

the back. 

Department of Massachusetts, Steve Twining 

Steve Twain, Department of Massachusetts.  I would 

recommend that on this proposal, that we also include where 

found, photographs of members of the GAR. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Am I gonna accept that as amendment 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

Sure.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 
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GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

Yes, I‟ll accept.  We‟ll include photographs. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Any further discussion?  Brother Roosevelt. 

Department of California & Pacific, Glen L. Roosevelt  

 Glen Roosevelt, Senior Vice Commander, Department of 

California & Pacific.  Brother Orr, as a clarification, how 

does this relate to the work of the GAR Post Records Project, 

which already exists? 

 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 Well actually, when I started with this recommendation, I 

said this may actually fall under the purview of that 

Committee, to be perfectly honest, I haven‟t seen that 

Committee make any similar proposal that requires the 

Departments to do this.  

Department of California & Pacific, Glenn L. Roosevelt  

 And I agree with that comment.  We haven‟t seen that 

activity also, but … 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 So I mean it … 

Department of California & Pacific, Glenn L. Roosevelt  

 We certainly champion that activity.  And, I would 

suggest that the, that‟s what the Post Records Project is 

supposed to be doing.  Either … 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 I would agree with you. 

Department of California & Pacific, Glenn L. Roosevelt  

 We either have them do that or take that responsibility 

away from them and create this new Committee. 

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 I would agree with you that it‟s their responsibility and 

also that in saying that this be submitted to the C in C.  He 

then has the option, if he wants to send it to that Committee 

or to the GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any further discussion?  All those in favor, signify by 

raising cards.  Down.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So carried.  How many tasks is that for you, Leo?   

GAR Sesqui-Centennial Committee, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, except for the resolution which will 

come up later, that concludes our report.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you very much, Brother Orr. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Commander-in-Chief.  James Pahl, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

I want to and I rise to a point of personal privilege, noting 

that one of the members of this James T. Lyons and it notes on 
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there that he‟s now deceased.  Jim, a Past Department 

Commander of Michigan was very instrumental in getting the 

Post Records Project started, he was a National Secretary of 

this Organization for several years.  He was the first 

Executive Director of this Organization, contributed 

countless, countless, countless, countless hours to this 

Order.  He would go to the State Library every Wednesday and 

spend all day transcribing GAR Records into his computer for 

years.  I‟d call upon this Encampment to observe a moment of 

silence in memory of James Lyons. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  So done. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We rise to a moment of silence for a departed Department 

Commander, Brother Lyons. 

 

Encampment 

(moment of silence) 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Amen.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Jim.  Brother Ed. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Edward J. Krieser 

 Ed Krieser, Past Commander-in-Chief.  Commander-in-Chief, 

would you mind please, when you slam that gavel down, say 

either that the motion was defeated or approved? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Edward J. Krieser 

 Because the, the machine doesn‟t know what the hammer 

means. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I can do this in Morse Code. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Now I forget the name of the Committee.  I call it 

the Building Committee.  Charlie. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 My report‟s on Page 39.  It‟s Headquarters and Archival 
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Committee.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Charlie Kuhn, Commander, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

Department of Pennsylvania.  I have no additions to add to 

this.  It‟s been we‟re working real hard.  We‟ve got one more 

year to complete everything, we‟ve got quite a few 

recommendations here.  If you want to look at them, they go 

39, Page 39 and 40.  They‟re in two sections.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Charlie, can I ask you a question? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Yeah. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 On your recommendations, is these recommendations more 

towards what the brethren here would vote on, or more to what 

your architectural design is? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Well we‟re kinda, we‟re kinda‟ wanting an approval of the 

Brothers here to move towards this type of a design.  This 

type of thing.  Because, I mean, we could say these are 

conclusions we came to.  Number 1, like the first one would be 

to build new rather than buy an old building and try and fix 

it up.  You know that way we can move forward with the design.  

Particularly … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So these are all individual, all your recommendations are 

all individual ? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Yeah I, I would move you that we accept them all.  In one 

fell swoop. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Do we have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, now, discussion. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Commander-in-Chief. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yes. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Past Commander-in-Chief Pahl.  Department of Michigan.  I 

move that we postpone the consideration of this indefinitely 

due to the financial condition of the Order.  The amount of 

money that we‟re talking about to accomplish this goal, with 

no reasonable likelihood that the Order will come close to, 

anywhere close to raising this kind of money.  That the matter 

be proposed, postponed indefinitely.  The Committee be 

discharged. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do we have a second to the motion? 

Several 
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 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion on the motion, amendment. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, here again, you aim low, 

you‟re gonna hit low.  Okay?  We set here in Gettysburg and 

saw an immense, enormous, beautiful Visitor Center built, with 

not one dime expended by the Federal Government.  That was 

done through a cooperation between the Federal Government and 

Kinsley Contractors.  All right?  That same contractor has 

also donated many buildings in a local Boy Scout Camp there.  

All right?  It is a tax advantage to construction companies 

and to other large benevolent people to help organizations 

such as ours to do that.  It may not be the perfect 

arrangement, but it sure beats paying seven hundred and eighty 

dollars a month, which is what it costs us right now, after 

twenty years and end up with a handful of pieces of paper and 

have nothing to show for.  After twenty years, with the 

National Park, they will own that building.  And all they do 

is lease it back from the, from Kinsley for now.  At the end 

of twenty years, they won‟t have to lease any more.  It‟ll be 

the National Park‟s building.  Yeah, they‟re a lot bigger than 

we are but I think that we‟d be foolish not to even pursue 

this and continue the Committee and prepare for future times 

even, even if we decide not to do it.  The work is done and 

the footing‟s laid.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Jerry. 

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 

 Jerome Kowalski, Department of Illinois, National 

Chaplain.  Dream those small dreams, said Burnham in designing 

the City of Chicago‟s lakefront.  If we have small ideas, we 

will have small results.  Right now we have hundreds of 

dollars where we need millions of dollars.  But if we say we 

can‟t do it, then definitely, we can‟t do it.  But at some 

point in time, someone like Mr. Gates may give us ten million 

dollars to build a building.  And why should we not be 

prepared when that happens?  Think positive thoughts and 

positive things will happen.  Nothing hurts.  Thank you. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 I‟ve got, this is my second time up.  Charlie Kuhn.  And 

this will be my last time.  I remember from my history that 

they told William Tecumseh Sherman that he couldn‟t march 

through Georgia to the sea. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 And by God, he did it.  And he made a mess of Georgia.  

He made Georgia howl.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You‟re not gonna make a mess anywhere, are you?   

Encampment 

Page 115



 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Not, not this time. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  One more.  How did I not expect … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief.  Past Commander-in-Chief, Don Darby.  

I‟d just like to point out that William Tecumseh Sherman, 

who‟s from the great State of Ohio … 

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

… not Pennsylvania. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, we‟re gonna vote on the the motion from our 

Parliamentarian Brother Jim Pahl.  And that is to disband this 

Committee with postpone indefinitely and yeah, do away with 

the Committee.  No further discussion.  All in favor of that 

motion, signify by raising your card.  Opposed?  Down card.  

Opposed?  That motion failed. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Now we‟re gonna vote on the Committee‟s 

recommendation to adopt all their recommendations so they can 

move forward with their research, development, planning, and 

so forth to keep reporting back to us.  No further discussion 

on that I guess there is. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief, 

Pennsylvania.  I just have a question.  What‟s going to be the 

cost of moving beyond this point?  We‟re to the point now … 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Hey, guys, come on.  His battery just went out on the 

microphone.  He‟s saying we‟re at the point where we‟re gonna 

have to start spending money.  How much are they looking at 

right now to further exploration of this particular Committee?  

That‟s his question.  That does work.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

Brother Commander-in-Chief, I don‟t know if you‟re gonna 

count this as a time up or not because I‟m just answering a 

question that he had. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

You‟re responding to a question on the other, on your 
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original motion. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

Okay.  Right now, the way it stands the Commander-in-

Chief was wise enough to appoint a licensed architect to this 

Committee who lives in Texas who is working pro bono.  He‟s a 

Brother of this Order.  Also, in the Department of 

Pennsylvania, we have several people who are certified CAD 

experienced draft people.  That work with CAD all the time.  I 

just was approached by Brother Bruce up here from Rhode Island 

who said that he does this for a living all the time, so he‟d 

be glad to help out with any of it.  It doesn‟t cost us 

anything, what we‟re doing.  It‟s experimenting.  We‟re just 

getting numbers right now and specifying things.  So whenever 

the time does come, you know, we can go ahead and, and design 

something.  But I can‟t design something if I don‟t know what 

the Brothers want to design.  I mean, it‟s like asking a woman 

what color do you want the wall?  You know, it‟s, yeah, I 

could paint it blue and then she‟d gripe about it.  You know, 

it‟s … 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  But back to the original question that Brother Orr 

has.  Do you anticipate any monetary spending this year? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

Absolutely not.  I don‟t anticipate any monetary spending 

until we go to purchase a piece of property. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  Is that your question, Rich? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Yep. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  All those in favor of the recommendation of the 

Committee, signify by raising your card.  Down card.  All 

opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The motion carried to approve the recommendations of the 

Committee.  Restore Memorial Day Committee.  Are there any 

Committees, Special Committees that I have missed?  Tell you 

what, let‟s take about a fifteen minute break.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Don‟t take off yet.  Brother Orr‟s got an announcement. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 
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 I just wish the Committee and Officer‟s Report still has 

two reports to go through I think it is.  So if we can finish 

that, we will be ready with our report when we come back. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 From the break? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Yes. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 As long as I can get everybody. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you want the Officer Report Committee to meet you 

where? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Right, right here. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right there.  Right where Orr is standing.  Any other 

ones? 

 

(break) 

  

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I want to thank everybody for the way the Encampment is 

progressing.  I don‟t know about you all, but I‟m having a 

ball. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 This is what this fraternity is all about.  Where we can 

get assembled and a great group of people like we have right 

now, discuss some serious legislation, and have fun doing it.  

This is what makes us all want to come back next year, to see 

what lies in then.  So again I, I thank everybody.  We‟re, 

we‟re moving ahead of schedule, more so than I thought.  

„Cause that‟s been my panic all along.  Are we gonna be able 

to get all of this in?  But the way we‟re moving now, is 

tomorrow that could even be a little more relaxing, a little 

bit more fun.  

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, with that, we‟re gonna go ahead and receive the 

reports of the Encampment Committees.  It will delay the 

report of the Credentials Committee until tomorrow prior to 

our election and installation of Officers.  So with that, I‟d 

like to now go to the Constitution and Regulations Committee 

with Bob Grim, Past Commander-in-Chief. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Robert E. Grim 
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 The Encampment Committee on Constitutions and Regulations 

received I believe four proposals.  The Committee found them 

all to be out-of-order because Chapter 5, Article 13, Section 

2 requires proposed changes to the Regulations be submitted to 

the Commander-in-Chief, the National Counselor, and the 

Chairman of the Constitution & Regulations Committee at least 

thirty days before the National Encampment.  And that did not 

occur in this particular case.  That‟s the report of the 

Encampment C & R Committee. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, Charlie Kuhn, Past Commander-

in-Chief.  I would move you that those articles be forwarded 

to the seated Committee for action on this year and report 

back next year.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, signify by raising cards.  

Down cards.  Opposed.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That motion is approved.  Resolutions.  Past Commander-

in-Chief Richard Orr. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 I‟m Recommendations. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Oh, you‟re Recommendations.  James Pahl.  Are you ready 

to give your report yet?   

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 On what? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Resolutions. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Yeah.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You already reported back? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 No. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s what I‟m asking you. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 What am I doing? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You know, they make medicine for that. 

Encampment 

 (laughter & chatter) 
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Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 First of all, the Resolutions from the various 

Departments of endorsement.  The Committee thanks them for 

their consideration and support of their fellow Brothers and 

we trust that each Brother when they cast their ballot will do 

so for their favorite candidate and we thank them and those 

Resolutions require no action.  The second item is the 

resolution from the Department of Maryland concerning funding.  

The Department Commander and Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief 

approached the Committee during the meeting and withdrew that 

recommendation, so that is, stands as withdrawn.  Requires no 

action of the Encampment.  The third is to honor Mr. Franklin 

Woodruff Buckles, the last surviving, and it should be U. S. 

Veteran of World War I.  And the Committee concurs and asks 

that the National Secretary compose an appropriate letter if 

approved. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do we have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All those in favor, signify by raising 

cards.  Opposed down.  Opposed up. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s approved.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 The third item is the Resolution of the Department of 

Pennsylvania that join together with the Department of 

Tennessee those Resolutions seek to recognize the Boy Scouts 

of America and their 100
th
 birthday.  And the Committee concurs 

with the caveat, so to speak, that the Tennessee 

recommendation calls affirmatively upon the Commander-in-

Chief, or his representative, to visit BSA National 

Headquarters in Irving, Texas to present the Resolution on 

February of 2010.  Not wanting to bind our Commander-in-Chief, 

the recommendation of the Committee is that that be a 

recommendation, not a binding requirement.  And we so move. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Is there a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All those in favor, up cards.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 
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 The next item is the Resolution to petition United States 

Postal Service and Citizen‟s Stamp Advisory Committee to issue 

a United States Postal Stamp to commemorate the 150
th
 

Anniversary of the founding of the Grand Army of the Republic 

and the Committee concurs. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, raise cards.  Down.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Approved.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 The next item is the recommendation from Gary Gibson the 

Department of Michigan, to amend by publishing in the 

proceedings of this Encampment the changes to the 2007 – 2008 

proceedings to recognize the members of the Americanization 

and Education Committee to be Steven Rossio, Michael Culp, 

Mike Stone, Dennis LaPointe, and Gary Gibson  of being 

responsible for the formation of Memorial University.  And the 

Committee concurs.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, up cards.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 The next item is from the Taylor Wilson Camp No. 10, 

Department of Maryland.  They were seeking a letter of support 

for the efforts to erect a memorial in Lynchburg, Virginia.  

And this Committee concurs. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, up cards.  Down.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried.   
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Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 The final item is based upon the referral from Danny 

Wheeler‟s report and the Committee proposing the following 

language:  That the National Organization, Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War call upon the National Park Service 

to fully restore the Poplar Grove National Cemetery at the 

Petersburg National Military Park.  This Committee concurs. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, up cards.  Down.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 That concludes the report of the Encampment Committee. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I thank you, Brother Pahl.  I now discharge the 

responsibility of that Committee.  Officer Reports.  Brother 

Orr. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief.  Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-

Chief.  There are fortunately a few recommendations this year, 

compared to previous years.  And we will go over them.  first 

from, we wanted to thank the Commander-in-Chief for his 

report.  It was an excellent report and he had no 

recommendations.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Neither the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief nor the Junior 

Vice Commander-in-Chief in their reports had any 

recommendations either.  And we thank them for their service 

and their reports.  The Secretary had a number of 

recommendations in various places in his report.  One not, we 

sort of took it as a recommendation.  I‟m not sure it was a 

recommendation and that had to do with the trade marking of 

SUVCW logos, etc., and that he indicated that it might not be 

cost effective and that there was little value added from that 

purpose.  It was more of a comment than anything else because 

it‟s not really a recommendation to vote on.  And that is if 

we could, we could use the “™” symbol on anything.  It doesn‟t 

cost you anything.  And own, once you register and it then 

becomes the R in the circle “®” as a registered trade mark and 

that‟s what you need to pay for. Just a side, the Committee 

thought that that‟s something that should be taken up and 

probably referred to the Council of Administration for further 

study and possible inclusion of that indication on all of our 
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printed material, that it is a trade marked item.  It does 

provide some protection.  The second one that all Department 

and Camps-at-Large submit the latest revision of their by-

laws, such a complete set may be maintained at the National 

level.  And we concur with that recommendation. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All those in favor, up cards.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 This next recommendation from the National Secretary, is 

that a uniform format for by-laws approval be established to 

eliminate the variability in documentation.  We felt part of 

this was addressed last night at the Council of Administration 

meeting and that we are going to require that the entire by-

laws be submitted with the amendments so that the Commander-

in-Chief can see how they may impact other parts of the by-

laws.  So we concur with, with it but we also felt it‟s 

already been handled. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  Don, do you have a discussion on that? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 No sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

All those in favor, signify by raising your card.  Down.  

Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief, Don Darby, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

Can we do these ad-seriatim?  well I move that we do these in 

ad-seriatim. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 I will second that. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  The second. 

Several 

 Second. 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Discussion?  All in favor, signify by raising cards.  

Down.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion passed.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 His final recommendation is that a cover sheet for by-

laws approval be developed and placed on the National Website.  

Again, this would be a I‟m assuming the signature of the 

Department Commander, attested to by the Department Secretary 

or the Camp Commander and attested to by Camp Secretary.  We 

concur but since that‟s a form, we are recommending it be 

forwarded to the Program and Policy Committee for development 

of the form. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So done.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Okay, National Treasurer had no recommendations in his 

report.  Council of Administration, Perley Mellor had one 

recommendation, and that dealt with software for use by the 

Kevin, what‟s the right name of your Committee? 

National Civil War Memorials Officer, Kevin P. Tucker 

Civil War Memorials Committee. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Civil War Memorials Committee.  There was a specific 

brand of software that was being recommended.  The Committee 

felt that this needed to go to the Communications and 

Technology Committee to ensure that this met the criteria that 

the Order has already established for software.  So our 

recommendation is that be forwarded to the Standing Committee 

on Communications and Technology, to come back with a 

recommendation next year. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So done.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Okay.  The Memorial Grant Committee Brother Schall 

recommended included on our National Website a story and 

Page 124



pictures on grants have been approved.  We concur.  And we 

also noted the page is already on the website.  But we have no 

pictures or stories submitted yet to be included. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Done.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

He also recommended five items be added to the Grant 

Request Form.  Again, this is a form that falls under the 

purview of the Program and Policy Committee.  And we recommend 

that it be forwarded to the Program and Policy Committee to 

make the necessary adjustments to the form. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So done.  Still smiling, Jim? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Again, this was a note from an Office, the Officer 

Report, GAR Highway Officer noted that while U. S. 6 does not 

go through Vermont, the Vermont Legislature in 1937 did enact 

a law designating Vermont 37, I believe it is, as a GAR 

Highway and we felt that we needed to amend the job 

description of the GAR Highway Officer to specifically include 

this and that also would go to Program and Policies because 

it‟s a job description. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So done.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

The National Historian had a recommendation of, to the 

Commander-in-Chief that he requests Departments and Camps to 

record their history and submit to the National Historian.  

Again, this was a recommendation that, for an action of the 

incoming Commander-in-Chief and we suggest that that be 

referred to the Commander-in-Chief for his consideration. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

 

[one rap *] 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Done.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

National Patriotic Instructor, recommendation that a Camp 

form a version of a form that could be filled in on-line, 

allowing the Camp Patriotic Instructors and Department 

Patriotic Instructors to report their activities with a copy 

of the Camp Patriotic Instructors automatically being 

forwarded to the Department Patriotic Instructor.  We concur 

with this but recommend it be forwarded to Communications and 

Technology for development of the form and the communications 

links. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So done.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Commander-in-Chief, that is the end of the 

recommendations in the Officer‟s Reports. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  I thank you very much and discharge that 

Committee.  Thanks again, Rich.  Rituals and Ceremonies.  

Brother James Hanby. 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

Commander-in-Chief, we have nothing referred to us so we 

have no report, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Well Brothers, that pretty much brings us to the 

conclusion of business for today.  I do have one more.  The 

Secretary has some Council of Administration information. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Just to report on the Council of Administration activity.  

In my report, starting on Page 4 in your packet I‟ve pulled 

together all of the Electronic Boardroom votes.  For those of 

you not familiar with Electronic Boardroom, that‟s pretty much 

how the Council of Administration conducts business in between 

the National Encampments.  And, so what you have, what you see 

there are the results of the Boardroom votes.  The motions 

that were posted as part of the conduct of business.  I have 

the first nineteen there.  There were a total of twenty-four 

votes taken this past year and so I‟ll just highlight the last 

few.  Three of those last five deal with awards that have not 

been presented so I‟m not going to go into those so that we 

don‟t steal the Commander-in-Chief‟s thunder, but I will 

highlight a couple of votes that have taken since I submitted 

my report.  The first was a motion made by Council member Bob 

Petrovic,  seconded by the National Quartermaster Danny 

Wheeler,  to decline an opportunity to enter into an agreement 

with Family Link.  Which is a business opportunity was 
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proposed to the National Organization.  That motion passed to 

decline that opportunity.  The second motion by National 

Quartermaster Danny Wheeler.  Second by Council member Perley 

Mellor to present let‟s see, no, that‟s an award, too.  Well, 

I don‟t want to, you hadn‟t made that one yet so, we‟ll stop 

right there.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

So actually there was only one that was a non-award based 

motion so, we‟ll let the Commander-in-Chief deal with the 

rest.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  On the subject of awards, just a real quick one 

for you so this will prepare you for next year.  There‟s no 

way that the Commander-in-Chief knows exactly everything that 

goes on, and, with all seven thousand members, the Camps, 

Departments, and so forth.  Although some do aspire that they 

do know that.  With that in mind, the, the only way we‟re able 

to recognize individuals that we have not met is through your 

recommendations to the Commander-in-Chief or to somebody to 

get up to the Commander-in-Chief so we can present these 

recommendations to the Council of Administration.  Meritorious 

Service Awards can be presented by the Commander-in-Chief to 

anybody without Council approval.  Meritorious Service Award 

with Gold Star can only be presented with the approval of the 

Council of Administration.  That‟s the highest award that the 

Organization has.  What I encourage you to do is please do not 

wait until the last week or two prior to National to submit 

your recommendations.  They do not have to be presented at 

National.  If you know somebody that the Commander-in-Chief or 

his representative is gonna be visiting in your area, and 

you‟d like to have that Brother receive that in front of your 

Department, I encourage you to get that nomination into him.  

That way he can get it approved and get it out to your 

Department meetings.  Same thing with the Department 

Newsletters, Camp Newsletters.  Believe it or not, on a 

consistent basis, I had one Department submit consistent 

Newsletters.  I get one every now and then from other 

Departments, but only one consistently submitted Department 

Newsletters.  All those Newsletters are, are great to read.  

Great information that‟s going on.  You all are doing a 

wonderful job.  So if you have awards you want, you‟d like to 

see somebody you‟re working with remind us.  Let us recognize 

those Brothers and you‟ll hear the Awardees tomorrow morning.  

I do appreciate us all moving so quickly as we did today.  We 

got a lot of things done today.  My goal was to have everybody 

installed by five o‟clock.  However, they want me to wait 

„till tomorrow because Don Darby wants to hold the record.  So 

we will be installed by noon.  Just kidding. 

Encampment 

 (chuckle) 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Tomorrow morning we‟re gonna hear from Brother Heath on 

his efforts with regard to the Canadian Monument, the effort 

that he‟s got going on up there.  We‟re gonna have awards 

tomorrow.  We‟re gonna have visitation from the Ladies.  I 

think there‟s some other things plan on going on tomorrow?  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

They‟re big.  They don‟t work.  Bring that to me.  So 

tomorrow, we‟re gonna have like another relaxing fun day, so 

we‟re gonna move a little bit quicker, so.   Anybody have any 

… without getting into a lengthy discussion, any concerns, 

compliments, anything for anybody today?  Have you all shaken 

a hand with somebody you‟ve never met today?  Have you shaken 

their hand? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

That‟s great.  Yes, Gene. 

Department of Maryland, Eugene G. Mortorff 

Commander … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Who are you? 

Department of Maryland, Eugene G. Mortorff 

Gene, Gene Mortorff, Senior Vice Commander, Department of 

Maryland.  And I rise for a little information over this last 

unit of the Pennsylvania Departments, specifically the 

Gettysburg Camp put together in conjunction with the Boy 

Scouts of America, a Camporee.  It was one of those old 

handshake together between the, the district and the Camp.  We 

had a real good time and a lot of a lot of activity, 

interesting activities.  We called it The Civil War and Epic 

Weekend. We had a cannon group come out and they actually, the 

kids learned how to shoot the cannon.  We had Charlie teach 

all the kids how to do the manual to arms so you can 

understand how that went, but anyway, the bottom line was, we 

have a real nice program.  That was the first time it was 

used, it was also used by the Meade Camp down in the Maryland 

Department.  And I understand from the Camp Commander down 

there that it was more than exceeded anyone‟s expectations.  

If anyone would like to see a copy or like to have a copy of 

the Camporee Program for The Civil War and Epic Weekend, if 

they would put their name on a piece of paper, along with an 

e-mail or some contact information, and either give that to me 

or to Charlie Kuhn.  And I‟m sure that we‟ll be able to get a 

copy of that electronically to you.  And if you can‟t do 

electronically, I‟ll print one out.  Thank you. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  Could I have Brother Ellis Adams and a Department 

Commander of Florida front and center please?  Do you want to 

use up here?  Pleasure to meet you. 

Department of Florida, Ellis Adams 

 Pleasure, thank you, sir. 

Encampment 
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 (chatter) 

Department of Florida, Commander  

 It‟s my pleasure to tell the assembled Brothers that we 

have a fifty-year member that we‟d like to honor by having his 

fifty year medal presented by our Commander-in-Chief.  Thank 

you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 This is my pleasure.  Of course you know, fifty years 

ago, I was entering the second grade. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Next year, I‟m hoping for Junior High.  I congratulate 

you on your fifty years.  And what I‟d like to do, if you have 

any words of wisdom you‟d like to pass on to our brethren? 

Department of Florida, Ellis Adams 

 Oh, my name is Ellis Adams.  I‟m a member of Camp 8 in 

Florida and also Camp 1 in Pennsylvania.  I certainly never 

expected to achieve an honor like this.  In a way, it‟s not 

too hard to get one of these. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Florida, Ellis Adams 

 You have to join when you‟re young and that was easy 

because my parents were very sure that I knew about my Civil 

War heritage.  My father didn‟t strong-arm me, like happened 

to our Commander-in-Chief, but I was well aware.  So joining 

was easy.  Now the rest of it was you know, breathing for 

fifty years. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Florida, Ellis Adams 

 And, you know, if you don‟t get hit by a bus or something 

like that you eventually get to the point where fifty year 

pins start rolling in and you start realizing that there‟s a 

lot of water over the dam.  And this is a very great honor.  

But an even great honor is the basic Membership Badge that I 

have because that signifies what our heritage, our common 

heritage, means to me.  And just because I‟ve been in this 

Order for fifty years doesn‟t make me one bit different from 

all of you.  All of you, whether you‟ve been a member for one 

year, five years, ten, twenty, whatever, we all share the same 

commitment to the ideas that our ancestors fought for and the 

ideas of this great nation that, that we‟re privileged to be 

citizens in.  So, we truly are Brothers.  And I‟m more 

conscious of that now than ever.  And I‟m so proud to be a 

member of this Order.  Thank you. 

 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Department of Florida, Commander 

 Can I say one more thing? 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Certainly.  Brothers, would you please have a seat? 

Department of Florida, Commander 

 It‟s, it‟s also my pleasure to tell you all that I‟m 

going to be giving another 50 Year Pin to another of our 

members when I visit Camp 3 down in Lantana, Florida.  So we 

have two fifty-year Brothers in Florida.  Thank you. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You know, until this ceremony, as brief as it was that we 

just did today, for any of you that are involved in Free 

Masonry, and maybe some of you others in other organizations, 

present any 25 Year Pin, or a 50 Year Pin?  It‟s quite an 

honor to do.  And it‟s quite an, it was another honor this 

year to witness Past Commander-in-Chief with Partington with 

is 75
th
 Anniversary.  So, that‟s truly an accomplishment and a 

lot of dedication and hard work from our Brothers.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, Charlie Kuhn, Pennsylvania.  

I‟d like for you to share the story you sent out on the e-mail 

about the old fellow that was in for a long time and he was 

over a hundred years old or whatever. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I can‟t remember that one. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 He said that, yeah … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I know, they make the medicine for it, but I forgot it. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Well you, you had said that you‟d, were visiting a lodge 

and you ran into an old gentleman that was there for like 

seventy-five years or something in lodge and he was very 

impressed with it and he says, and he said, well I can‟t, I 

don‟t get here too often any more and he said it‟s been really 

tough since my daughters got too old to drive. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s right.  Now I remember.  Yeah.  Okay, brethren, 

we‟ll go ahead and call it a day for today.  We‟re going to 

for SVR Breakfast.  Do we know where it‟s located? 

Indistinguishable 

 Upstairs.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Upstairs.  Don‟s room?  

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No, that‟s my room, too. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

Page 130



 Commander-in-Chief, Past Commander-in-Chief Don Darby.  

And if you‟d have been paying attention last time I said that, 

you‟d know it‟s in the Taylor Whitley Room on the second 

floor.  Thank you, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief it‟s just a few of us left.  Since 

we‟re so far along, if you would reconsider not starting a 

half an hour earlier than obviously scheduled. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Seven-thirty?  I‟m up at four-thirty. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 I know you‟re up at four-thirty.  I get e-mails from you 

at that time. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  I‟ll tell you what.  Since we are further ahead 

well, just go ahead and stay with nine-thirty, Rich?  You want 

to go for nine? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Nine. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Nine?  Nine-thirty? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 The original was nine … 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Nine-thirty.  I moved it to nine. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Oh, I thought you moved it to eight-thirty? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I did.  I went from nine-thirty to nine to eight-thirty.  

So let‟s go for nine o‟clock.  Okay. 

Encampment 

 (applause, laughter, and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers, we‟ll go ahead and take a recess for this 

evening.  Please give your attention to the Chaplain. 

 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Again, I thank you for a great day today.  We‟ve got the 

a Banquet for the Past National President‟s Banquet, and that 

immediately following around five-thirty.  And then the 

Campfire will be in here, my understanding.  So, again, if you 

have any valuables you might want, not that anybody here‟s 
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gonna take anything.  But again, there‟s gonna be people 

wondering the halls.  The doors are gonna be locked.  Wouldn‟t 

be a bad idea to take it back to your room.  Brethren, we‟ll 

see you later. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

(End of day 1) 
 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Good morning, Brothers. 

Encampment (in unison) 

 GOOD MORNING. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Everybody have a good time last night?  And I know I did. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And it was Don Darby that set off the fire alarm. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, what we‟re gonna do this morning, I‟m gonna have 

Brother Bob Heath give us a presentation here in a minute on 

the Canadian War Monument and Memorial.  We‟ve got three 

reports we haven‟t heard from, the Military Affairs Committee, 

Remembrance Day Committee, and we‟re gonna approve the Budget.  

We‟re gonna do awards this morning.  We‟ve got new business.  

Of course, we‟ve got breaks in there.  Then we‟re going to do 

Nomination of Officers.  Then we‟re going to take probably 

about a twenty minute break after we do the Nomination of 

Officers to give everybody the opportunity to caucus amongst 

themselves.  About who they‟re want elected in a different 

positions.  So, I do understand we have three Council 

positions open with five Brothers seeking those offices.  So 

it‟ll give you a time to hear the nominations and then to 

caucus.  Once we‟re done with that, we return from the break.  

The door will be secured.  Or as we say in the Navy, the hatch 

will be secured.  Charlie, I will be with you in a second, and 

we‟ll set the regular underway watch.  No one will be able to 

leave.  If you do leave, you cannot return until after the 

election is completed.  We‟ll have lunch.  Come back from 

lunch.  We‟ll do the visitations with the Ladies.  And then 

hopefully have installation immediately after that.  So that‟s 

the kind of plan of attack for today.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, Charlie Kuhn, Past Commander-

in-Chief.  Would you maybe the brethren here would like to 

have enlightenment on what Council seats are available.  

Because we have several year limits on some of them. 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right.  Yeah.  I‟ll get to that here coming up.  Thank 

you.  Okay.  At this time, I‟d like to introduce Brother Bob 

Heath, a Member-at-Large, residing in Canada, for a 

presentation on the Canadian Monument Memorial.  Brother 

Heath.  Bob, if you want, you can turn that mic around … 

National Membership-at-Large, Robert E. Heath 

 Oh … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… so the Brothers can see who you are. 

National Membership-at-Large, Robert E. Heath 

 That‟d be great.  Thank you.  Could I?  Well, I just like 

to ask.   

Several 

 Commander-in-Chief, Brother Bob needs to … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟m sorry, Bob, I didn‟t hear ya. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, Brother Bob needs to lay a 

book out to read from.  Can he use your station? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Come on up.  You may end up here some day. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Membership-at-Large, Robert E. Heath 

 Commander-in-Chief, honored executives, and members of 

the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic.  I bring 

greetings from my country, the Dominion of Canada, and I have 

to say that I‟m honored to be in your company and I‟m proud to 

be a member of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  

This all, of course, started with my great-grandfather serving 

for the Union, for the 4
th
 Minnesota Infantry Regiment.  And 

when I was about six years old, my mother used to tell me 

stories about my great-grandfather.  And so, they were 

exciting stories about the march to the sea and so on.  And I 

was all caught up in it and I think I ended up getting a kepi 

hat and I don‟t know what all.  And then, after that, when I 

retired, I decided that when I had some time, that I would 

pursue the research into Canada‟s involvement in the American 

Civil War.  And in particular, on the Union side.  I had a 

little knowledge, of course, of it but I needed to have a 

whole lot more.  My new research astounded me to tell the 

Canadian story.  And I know that most Canadians and Americans 

are not aware of this history.  And so I hope to shed some 

light on this amazing case of cross-border soldiering.  After 

going through the booklets given to me and all members at our 

registration, I noted that we had about the same amount of 

volunteers to serve for the Union as the State of Kentucky.  

Fifty thousand.  So that‟s like fifty Regiments or more.  Or 

about four divisions.  So it‟s quite a number of men.  Some 

fifty thousand Canadians volunteered and served collectively 

in every branch of the Union forces and thus played a major 
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role in the preservation of your Union and the abolishment of 

slavery.  And I consider those two very noble causes.  And 

because of that, hundreds of thousands of Union Soldiers and 

Sailors gave their last full measure.  President Lincoln also 

gave his last full measure to ensure that his Emancipation 

Proclamation became a reality.  God bless him for that.  So 

these Can…, these Canadians came to the aid of the Union for 

various reasons.  They came for bounties paid.  They came for 

adventure.  They came as substitutes.  And so on.  But most of 

them came across the border and volunteered because they were 

aware of the underground railroad running freed slaves or 

slaves fleeing for freedom via the underground railroad up 

into Central and Eastern Canada.  I think that the 

Emancipation Proclamation, from my prospective, is an 

important piece of the American national fabric of liberty.  

And so, I say, God bless Lincoln‟s determined righteousness in 

that regard.  Twenty-nine Canadians became recipients of the 

Medal of Honor.  And at least four attained the rank of 

General.  With hundreds more in lower commissions and non-

commissioned officers.  About five thousand Canadians also 

gave their last full measure.  Thousands more returned to 

civilian life, missing limbs, or had other physical and mental 

disorders.  As is the case in all wars.  These Canadians 

displayed likewise courage, resolve, and dedication as their 

American brothers in arms.  And for that, I am very proud.  As 

my research expanded, I discovered the Canadian government 

gave a monument to the United States and placed it in 

Arlington National Cemetery.  On Armistice, and it was 

dedicated on Armistice Day in 1927.  This is called the 

Canadian Cross of Sacrifice.  It‟s a great granite cross, 

twenty-four feet high, with a bronze sword affixed with the 

point down.  The Canadian government gave this gift to the 

United States to thank the citizens of the United States at 

that time, who had set thirty-five thousand American boys, 

that, American boys came up and volunteered with the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force and sailed off to France in World War I.  

And I can tell you, on the first troop ships that left Halifax 

Harbor in October of 1914, there were thirty-three thousand 

strong.  And there was seven hundred and ninety-one American 

boys on those ships right off the bat.  During World War II, 

an additional thirty-thousand American boys came up.  Keep in 

mind that we were at war as soon as Great Brittan declared 

war.  Eighty-eight hundred served the Royal Canadian Air 

Force.  Eighteen thousand served in the Canadian Army.  And 

the balance served in the Royal Canadian Navy.  I‟ve come here 

today and this week to try and encourage the delegates here to 

contact their respective legislators in Washington to see if 

the United States government would consider an exchange in 

remembrance of these fifty thousand “boys in blue”.  I have 

brought my scale model monument which is sitting over here.  

For those who may not see it in the back, the left, hopefully 

when you get a chance and there‟s a break, you might stop by 
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and take a look at it.  I spend over five years and thousands 

of hours researching the Canadians‟ involvement in this bitter 

war.  And countless hours on the design of the actual making 

of this scale model.  I want to thank comrade, we refer to 

members of the Royal Canadian Legion which, who, of which I am 

a member of, as comrades.  Brother Charles Kuhn for being so 

helpful to me in the stages of the development of this design.  

He suggested that the risers should be wider than the other 

the center back wall it‟s on.  And that inscription should be 

on the risers.  And that, and I appreciate that Brother Kuhn.  

I couldn‟t replicate it on the monument because it‟s, was too 

difficult to do.  But the front bronze plate on the soldier‟s 

pedestal indicates that the twin risers represent the 

preservation of the Union and the abolishment of slavery.  And 

I titled the design concept as angles and heroes.  When this 

monument, if it does come to fruition, it would be placed in 

Southeastern Canada, Central and Southeastern Canada.  Right 

close to the USA / Canada border.  I want it there because 

that where the volunteers came from at that time.  And also 

because it would be close to the U. S. border for patriots to 

travel up there if they so desired on Memorial Day or any 

other time that they felt it would be the right thing to.  The 

monument also has three sockets on the back of the soldier‟s 

pedestal for flag placement.  The idea there was if they 

wanted to do a service, they would take flags, use them, 

install them, and then when they were done, they‟d probably 

take them and put them in safe storage and that way they 

wouldn‟t be stolen.  They wouldn‟t be weathered.  They 

wouldn‟t be torn.  So on and so forth.  Yeah, that‟s just my 

idea of it.  Obviously something that is open for discussion.  

It is my request that should this project materialize, that my 

design concept be the pattern followed.  I realize that this 

sounds selfish of me, and it is.  But it is a dream I have 

worked upon as a labor of love.  And I would love to see the 

day to see this design concept standing proudly in some 

respectful honored resting place in South Central Canada.  I 

have brought with me, and we have distributed on your chairs, 

a form letter that if you wish, you might consider writing to 

your respective legislators.  You could use that as your hard 

copy and make copies as required.  I worked with Commander-in-

Chief, Brother Medert, on the wording of it.  He also, as I 

understand, that I had some attorney look it over and to make 

any changes that they felt necessary.  And I‟m in total 

agreement with that.  And so they are there and hopefully this 

might encourage people to just write their, the date, their 

name, their address, sign it, and send it off to their House 

of Representative, Representatives and the Senate.  I hope 

this is something that people will, will consider doing.  I 

know that it‟s tough right now because of the recession.  But 

I do believe that your new President will have no doubt, a 

special interest in President Lincoln‟s Emancipation 

Proclamation.  And I believe that because I understand that 
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he‟s sworn to his oath of allegiance to the office of the 

President of the United States, holding presently to his 

Bible.  In conclusion, I‟m pleased to, to be here and to meet 

all of you and to see your faces and put a face at the other 

end of the telephones calls that I‟ve made to many, many of 

you, over the years.  God bless you for helping me on this 

project.  I want to close by reading a short prose that came 

to me in a dream.  I guess I worked so long on the thing that 

I was starting to dream about it.  And I‟ve never read any 

poetry and I have, and it never happened before that, and it‟s 

never happened since.  But I want to dedicate these few lines 

to all the Union Soldiers and Sailors that sacrificed in four 

years, four bitter years of your Civil War.  Quote, “Night 

time falls, bugles sound, the living and dead sleep.  Daybreak 

glows, bugles sound, and war once more.  Man, inhumanity 

changes not.”  End of quote.  I want to also say that God 

bless the men and women in uniform in both our great 

countries.  Who serve around the world in peace keeping and 

police actions and war.  I hope they get home safely and as 

soon as possible.  And they are defending other people‟s 

freedom, freedoms that we too often just take for granted.  

That‟s not right.  God bless the United States of America.  

And God bless my country, the Dominion of Canada.  Thank you. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brothers, I strongly encourage you, at your first 

opportunity, to come up.  No, it‟s for, for you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Go ahead. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, I would move you that a 

portion of our website is appropriate portion of the website 

be set aside, a section that, that with a link where they can 

go that‟ll have photographs of the Monument.  If they‟re done 

digitally, they can make it look like it‟s the real thing with 

pic…, with trees or whatever behind it and a copy of that 

letter in electronic format so that the Brothers can download 

that and even possibly links to all the Congressmen.  I don‟t 

know.  Can that be done, Ken?  I mean, links to the 

Congressmen in there so they can just click on the 

Congressman‟s thing and send that letter to him.  You know.  

And say this is what we want.  You know.  Canadians and the U. 

S. have fought together for a hundred and fifty years over 

many noble causes.  And I think it‟s time that the U. S. 

government reciprocate.  The Canadians have come down here and 

placed a monument almost a hundred years ago.  And we‟ve not 

done anything.  So it‟s time that we, as a government and a 

county, do the same.  So encourage our Congressmen and our 

Senators to please, please put a monument in Canada and we 

provide this.  So, if we can put a spot on our website where 

we can have a section and a link to go there, and, and the 
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letter there so we can all download it and send it, or else 

just electronically send it to our Senator and Congressman.  

With enough pressure, they may do it. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 That‟s my motion. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do we have a second? 

Several 

 Second it. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion and second.  Any discussion?  All those in favor, 

up cards.  Down.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried.   

Department of Maryland, Steve Hammond 

 Steve Hammond, Past Department Commander, Department of 

Maryland.  My only suggestion in reference to what PCnC Kuhn 

said, is that if you can, when you fill out, don‟t use the 

boiler plate.  Too many of the staff and congressional offices 

when they start seeing the same thing over and over again, 

they toss it out.  Please, put it in your own words.  Put in 

misspellings if you want.  Just so that they see there‟s some 

difference to them and all of that.  That‟s gonna be a huger 

impact than them getting five hundred of exactly the same 

letter. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Danny, will you let everybody use you spell checker? 

Encampment 

 (laughter & chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers, again please come up here and visit this 

the table.  Take a look at what the the outcome of his hard 

labors is on this.  We‟ve talked on the phone for, for a 

number of different days.  We‟ve discussed everything from 

politics to health care to monuments and Brother Heath is a 

very energetic individual and has put a lot of work into this.  

Strongly encourage you, contact anybody you can.  Contact Wal-

Mart asking for support.  Contact anybody to get support to do 

this.  This is needed.  Yes, Rich? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

To you and through you to Brother Heath two questions.  One is 

the land available or does the land need to be purchased?  

And… 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Where is Brother Heath? 

Indistinguishable 
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 Right here.  Bob. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I can‟t see him.  Raise your hand.  Hold on.  He‟s in a 

conversation.  Brother Heath? 

National Membership-at-Large, Robert E. Heath 

 Yes, Commander. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Question to you is, is there land available? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Or does it need to be purchased? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Or might be, need to be purchased? 

National Membership-at-Large, Robert E. Heath 

 Commander, I failed to mention in my presentation, I 

guess I got a little too emotional.  But, when this and if 

this would happen, it would happen on the same basis as the 

monument we gave the United States and it would work this way.  

Probably the President of the United States would call the 

Canadian Ambassador to Washington, and say, you know, we would 

like to do this.  Would you accept it and where would you 

place it?  And then the Ambassador to the United States from 

Canada would contact our Minister of Foreign Affairs.  And the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs would contact our Prime Minister.  

And the Prime Minister would call the President of the United 

States.  I don‟t think I‟ve tried to work through local 

Canadian politicians, but I don‟t that‟s the way it works.  

I‟m gonna suggest that the United States government would 

probably contact at a high level of protocol and that would 

all be provided.  But it would be no charge for the placement 

of the, the land to place the monument on. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

National Membership-at-Large, Robert E. Heath 

 Thank you. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 My second question, Commander-in-Chief.  Do you have even 

a ballpark estimate on the cost? 

National Membership-at-Large, Robert E. Heath 

 I do.  Comrade, here I go back to this comrade.  Sorry.  

I‟m the chairman of the Royal Canadian Legion so we all refer 

to each other as comrades.  But Brother Kuhn has looked it 

over.  Brother Kuhn has a pretty good idea about the 

construction of such things.  He works in a quarry as well.  

And he estimated about one and half billion.  So I‟ll say it‟s 

probably between one and a half billion and two million 

dollars.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you. 

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

National Membership-at-Large, Robert E. Heath 

 Well I guess if the Americans build it, it‟ll be in U. S. 
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dollars. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, I‟m gonna make a motion to give 

myself something to do.  I would move you that the Grand Army 

of the Republic Sesqui-Centennial Review the language proposed 

for the Commemorative Coin, in memory of the Grand Army of the 

Republic and add to those organizations that receive the 

proceeds, the United States Department of State for the 

purpose of constructing this monument.  If this makes it 

through Congress, would could cover the entire cost that way. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Because we stand to get, as an organization, about ten 

million dollars from the issuance of those coins. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Go ahead and order it. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do we have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any discussion?  Any discussion on Rich‟s motion?  Eric?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  All those in favor, signify by up cards.  Down.  

Opposed? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Motion carried.  Eric? 

Council of Administration, Eric J. Schmincke 

Brother Commander, Eric Schmincke, Past Department 

Commander from Pennsylvania.  Brothers, as we do have some 

funds remaining that have not been requested at this 

Encampment yet from the Civil War Memorials and funding.  I 

was wondering if the Brothers would entertain the idea … no. 

Never mind. 

Department of Pennsylvania Commander, John T. McNulty

 Commander. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Wrong accounts. 

Department of Pennsylvania Commander, John T. McNulty 

 Commander, John McNulty, Pennsylvania Department 

Commander.  I will correct Brother Kuhn slightly.  I will 

remind my Brothers from Pennsylvania that the Canadians, 

although we were one country at that point, but the Canadians 

came down in 1758 and marched with General Forbes across 

Page 139



Pennsylvania and established a little place called Pittsburgh.  

Got us away from those dreaded Indians and the French.  

Although the French are no longer our enemy, but back then 

they were, so there‟s a long connection between the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the Canadian people.  I have 

directed, when I get home, I will direct to my Camps, this 

information will be disseminated.  I‟m going to ask every 

Brother in our Department, all eight hundred and seven or so 

of us, to send something to our Congressmen and our Senators.  

And I will ask every Department Commander here, please 

consider doing the same in your Departments.  Let‟s get this 

thing moving.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Stand up, Adam. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 Adam Gaines, National Membership-at-Large.  I almost 

forgot about that.  The one thing when Brother Richard Orr 

said about land.  We are considering several places and I do 

want to tell all the members of this National Encampment.  One 

of the places we are considering is Kingston.  And I happen to 

know the member of Parliament for Kingston and the Islands 

quite well.  And if that were to be a place, we probably would 

have no problems putting it there because I belong to 

something else with that guy. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Thanks, Adam.  Okay, again, please visit the table 

up here and if you do have questions, everybody knows Adam and 

now everybody knows Brother Heath.  And Brother Heath, I 

appreciate all the hard work that you put into this.  Okay.  

At this time, we‟re gonna hear it from the National Military 

Affairs Committee.   

National Military Affairs Committee, Elmer F. Atkinson 

 Bud Atkinson, the Chairman of the National Military 

Affairs Committee.  We had our meeting last night and the 

General had a few promotions he wanted to make.  And also a 

request to raise the allowance for the General for his, the 

works of the Committee.  But he had additional expenses that 

he‟s running for.  They‟re coming through the extension 

affairs for travel and also for the hotel rooms.  So the 

Committee voted to raise it up to one thousand dollars to make 

available for him if he needs it for use.  Also, the General 

had a couple of promotions which he would like to make.  He 

got the approval of the Committee.  And he also, making a 

change in the staff, which he also has a Committee.  At this 

time, I‟d like the General, if he would please come up and 

please grab a mic … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Sure. 

National Military Affairs Committee, Elmer F. Atkinson 

… and tell us, tell the group here when, what changes you made 
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and what promotions. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  I‟d also like to have Steve Hammond donate five 

dollars to the host Committee for his cell phone going off. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Who‟s cell phone?  We‟d love to have you, see Brother 

Karcher on the, I‟m certain he‟d love to have your five 

dollars.  You say you want Brother Grim to come up?  Well get, 

get take his mic up. 

National Counselor, Robert E. Grim 

 Well we want to thank the Military Affairs Committee for 

approving the recommendations that we presented to them 

regarding promotions.  Our Chief of Staff for the SVR Colonel 

David R. Medert, retired and left that position open.  And so  

we appointed Bob Petrovic of the 4
th
 Military District to the 

rank of Lt. Colonel and named him the new Chief of Staff.  And 

then we promoted the Commander of the 4
th
 Military District, 

Major Jack Grothe, to the rank of Lt. Colonel.  Jack has a 

very active District.  And for those who don‟t you know, get 

into the 4
th
 District they conduct an Artillery School every 

year.  They also are involved with the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony 

every year.  And they‟re showing tremendous growth and they 

now have the first Naval Unit.  Or, Navy as the sailors like 

to call it.  But we‟re very proud of the work of the 4
th
 

Military District and of course when you see Jack Grothe now, 

he‟s a Lt. Colonel.  And we encourage you to join the SVR if 

you have not already done so.  And if you have people in your 

Camp and in your District that are interested in the SVR, the 

materials are available from our Adjutant Colonel Don Darby.  

Thank you. 

National Military Affairs Committee, Elmer F. Atkinson 

 The on the Remembrance Day Committee, we‟ll leave it stay 

the way it is. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

National Military Affairs Committee, Elmer F. Atkinson 

 Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.   

for some reason, the Military Affairs Committee realized last 

night that the report of the Adjutant of the SVR was not 

included in the reports for this Encampment.  And so at this 

time, we would like to move that that report be included in 

the proceedings as an Appendix so that there is a record of 

that report. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do I have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Any discussion?  Hearing none, all those in favor, 

signify by up cards.  Opposed? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Motion carried. 

Several 

 Thank you, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Are you gonna do Remembrance Day Bud.  I didn‟t hear what 

you said.   

National Military Affairs Committee, Elmer F. Atkinson 

 Remembrance, leave it, stay the way it is. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Leave it as is.  Okay.  Thank you. 

National Military Affairs Committee, Elmer F. Atkinson 

 Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, at this time is, to use in a Battery I, First Ohio 

Light Artillery term, it gives me great pleasure … 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… to present awards to outstanding Brothers, outstanding 

Camps, Departments of the Order, as I said yesterday, it is so 

difficult to recognize everybody individually because 

everybody‟s doing so much and it‟s a lot of people out there 

that do things.  But they‟re the kind of the worker bees 

behind the scenes who would just kind of like to stay back and 

just do their thing and we appreciate all your work that 

you‟re doing.  But I do have some awards I want to pass out 

now.  The first ones that I want to do are the, the National 

Aides.  Please keep in mind, there are probably a lot of other 

recipients of the National Aide, but those names have not 

gotten to us.  It‟s up to the Department Secretaries, Junior 

Vices.  Get that information to us.  Camps, whatever.  On who, 

how many people are we getting recruited by individual 

Brothers.  That‟s how we get „em, get „em recognized.  If we 

don‟t know, we can‟t present them.  One that was just 

submitted to me on Thursday and I am sorry I do not have the … 

the Certificate typed up.  I‟ll ask the incoming Commander-in-

Chief to take care of that and present it to you, is the 

Department of Rhode Island is respectively requesting that 

Brother Benjamin Frail be recognized as an Aide at the 128
th
 

National Encampment,  which we will do.  He has recruited six 

members this past year.  And we do appreciate your work.  And 

thank you very much. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 The following Brothers, I‟d like to have you please come 

up to the area of the flags here.  So we can get a picture of 

you receiving your awards.  Brother Douglas Fidler,  and if 

you are here, you come up.  Please stay in the order that I 

call you.  I get confused.  I‟m Navy and a hillbilly.  Gregory 

Kline.  No Gregory Kline?  Zane Perry.  If there is a 

representative here from Pennsylvania, they can take this up, 

back to Brother Kline.  Maybe Commander McNulty or somebody.  

Zane Perry, from the Department of Maryland.  Do we have a 

representative from Maryland please?  Come on up to the flags.  

Loran Bures, Department of California / Pacific.  And Thomas 

Graham, Department of California / Pacific.  Brothers, please 

give these recipients of the National Aide Award a round of 

applause … 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… for recruiting new members.   

Encampment 

 (applause and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, the next one is gonna be for the Marshall Hope 

Award, which is the most outstanding Camp Newsletter and the 

most outstanding Department Newsletter.  And I, like every 

previous Commander-in-Chief, enjoys reading those Newsletters 

and seeing the work that‟s being done.  It‟s a very hard thing 

to do when you pick out a Newsletter and try and look at 

content how it‟s put together, and work, and it‟s very hard 

to, to come up with recipients on this.  So, I did narrow it 

down to the Camp with the most outstanding Newsletter is the 

Sheridan‟s Dispatch Newsletter, the Phil Sheridan Camp Number 

4, Department of California / Pacific. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And the Department with the most outstanding Newsletter 

goes to the Missouri Unionist, Department of Missouri, Edited 

by Brother Gary Scheel.   

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And Brothers, with regards to these newsletters, I 

encourage you to get up on the website and click on their 

Department, click on a Department Newsletters and read these 

Newsletters and view them.  And I imagine if you contact them, 

they may for a small fee, maybe they‟ll send one to you for 

free.  But, get a copy of these Newsletters.  There‟s some 

really good information.  Okay.  The next one is, “To all who 

shall see these presence, greetings.  Let it be known that on 

the 15
th
 day of August in the year 2009, at the 128

th
 National 

Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, the 

Department of Georgia / South Carolina is awarded the Grant 
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Trophy Award for the highest percentage of new members” at 

sixty-five percent.  And this is a brand new Department from 

last year, so.  Great job.  Do we have a representative here? 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The next one, “To all who shall see these presence, 

greetings, let it be known that on the 15
th
 day of August in 

the year 2009, at the 128
th
 National Encampment of the Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War in Louisville, Kentucky the 

Department of Massachusetts is awarded Augustus P. Davis-

Conrad Linder Award for the most new members” at seventy-four. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 This one is another great award, especially for new Camps 

coming into the Department, into the Order and the work that 

they‟re doing.  This year‟s recipient of the Joseph S. Rippey 

Award is presented to, and I hope I pronounce this correctly, 

Satuit Camp Number 3188, Department of Massachusetts for being 

the best new Camp for the Order for the fiscal year 2008 – 

2009.  And believe me, Brothers, this Camp is an active Camp. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers, this is another difficult one to select.  

Because if you look back and you look through Department 

Newsletters, you look through the Department websites, and 

you‟re trying to see what all is going on.  There‟s so many 

people doing good things and so many Camps doing good things.  

We have, I want to go ahead and read this one.  This one is, 

“On the 15
th
 day of August in the year 2009 at the 128

th
 

National Encampment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War in Louisville, Kentucky, William B. Keith Camp Number 12, 

California / Pacific is awarded the Abraham Lincoln Commander-

in-Chief outstanding Camp Award”.  This Camp goes to schools 

at the beginning of the school year and they set up programs.  

They go back periodically to these same classes.  By the end 

of the school year, they‟ll have a reenactment of the students 

out on the football field or some place.  They‟ve learned the 

Civil War all the way through.  When they go by a business or 

a home and they‟ve seen an American Flag flying, they will 

send a letter on behalf of the Sons of Union Veterans thanking 

them for displaying the American flag.  And these are only a 

couple things, what this Camp is doing.  They‟re doing an 

outstanding job.  They‟re very much behind the Restore 

Memorial Day Committee.  They‟re doing a great job.  And if I 

can have a representative of that Camp or the Department come 

up here and receive this award, I‟d appreciate it. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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  The Commander-in-Chief gets to present an award called 

the Founders Award each year, but it‟s not just him that can 

award that.  It has to have the approval of the Council of 

Administration.  And the recognition is presented a maximum of 

once per calendar year to a group or individuals who performs 

outstanding service in the memory of Union Civil War Soldiers, 

Sailors, and Marines.  The Commander-in-Chief, on behalf of 

the Council of Administration presents this recognition.  A 

permanent plaque with the name of the recipients is maintained 

in the National Headquarters of the SUVCW.  No member of the 

SUVCW or any Organization which is part of the Allied Orders 

of the Grand Army is eligible for this award.  So it‟s 

somebody outside our Organization that is a recipient of this.  

And this year, the Founders Award is hereby awarded to the 

Merle West Wooster Wreath Company for the manufacture and 

placement of floral wreaths on the graves of our military men 

and women, honoring their sacrifices to ensure the freedom and 

liberties of this great nation.  In grateful appreciation, the 

National Organization, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War, dated this 15
th
 day of April, 2009.  Brothers, it‟s not 

just in a local area they‟re doing this.  You‟ll seen their 

wreaths at Arlington Cemetery.  You seen them down at 

Tennessee.  They‟re in Iraq.  They‟re everywhere.  So this 

company is doing a great job to honor our Veterans both past 

and present.  So again, my congratulations to the Wooster 

Wreath Company. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  At this time, I‟d like to ask Past Commander-in-

Chief Allen Moore to come to the podium.  Is he here? 

 

Several 

There he is.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Past Commander-in-Chief Moore created the Cornelius F. 

Whitehouse Award.  And this award was created in 1994 and has 

been issued each year since to a Commander-in-Chief‟s choice 

of the most outstanding Brother during his term of office.  

And I would like to have Past Commander-in-Chief Moore present 

this award to this year‟s recipient.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Allen Moore 

 Fifteen years ago, when I was Commander-in-Chief, I felt 

the need to establish an award to honor the most outstanding 

member during the past year.  I named this award for my great-

great-grandfather, Cornelius F. Whitehouse, who was a native 

of Kentucky who volunteered in 1862 at the age of 31.  For 

three years, leaving his wife and three small children on the 

farm.  Later, he contracted typhoid fever and was 

hospitalized.  He served in the Battle of Perryville, 

Kentucky.  It is a real honor and a pleasure to present this 

award to this year‟s outstanding member.   
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brothers, the recipient this year is Past Commander-in-

Chief Alan Loomis. Brother Loomis, as you heard me say 

earlier, travels from Indiana to Illinois, to set up for a 

number of Commander-in-Chiefs, the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony.  He 

has done an outstanding job in this, to much personal 

sacrifice because of his health and doing this.  And Alan, on 

part, on behalf of the Sons, I know I do and I imagine they do 

too, appreciate all the work you have done.  Could everybody 

please rise and give him a round of applause. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brothers, I just asked permission of Past Commander-in-

Chief Loomis to state this.  And I say personal sacrifices, 

he‟s down to about twenty-percent functionality in his 

kidneys.  And doing this last year, and even part of the year 

prior to that, he would go down to Springfield to set this up, 

sign contracts and stuff, take a couple of hours break to go 

back and administer dialysis to himself in his hotel room.  Go 

back out and start this again.  He did this for a number of 

months and getting this Ceremony set up.  So like I said, it 

is a great sacrifice he‟s done for, on behalf of the Order and 

Al, I do appreciate it.   

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, we are into the Meritorious Service Award.  Now the 

Commander-in-Chief can award one with, you know, award the MS, 

the MSA without gold star, without having the approval of the 

Council of Administration with Gold Star, it takes the 

approval of Council.  At this time, there‟s a very close 

friend of mine that I probably couldn‟t have done a lot of 

things that was accomplished in the Order this year if it was 

not for his assistance.  And I know just about every one of 

you have been in contact with him at some time during this 

year.  At this time, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War Meritorious Service Award is awarded to D. Brad Schall, 

Past Department Commander, “for assistance provided to the 

Commander-in-Chief and the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War in 2008 – 2009 administration year.  Your personal 

sacrifice of countless hours, communicating with Department 

and National Officers to obtain reports, coordinating the 128
th
 

National Encampment, and providing sound council to the 

leadership of the Order is very much appreciated.  Your 

attention to detail and your dedication is an example of 

others to emulate.  Thank you for the hard work you have 

devoted to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War”.  And 

it is signed by me as Commander-in-Chief. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 Now with the Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star, it  

is not something that I go out to seek.  I rely on you, the 

brethren, to submit your nominations to me or to somebody that 

we can get it to the Council of Administration and then like I 

said, it is approved or disapproved by them.  And that‟s part 

of the Electronic Boardroom voting that you did.  Brother 

Palmer could not report on because the recipient‟s in here 

that receive this award, we didn‟t want anybody to know about.  

So all these awards being presented now because the nomination 

of you to recognize your brethren.  And I know these two 

individuals are not here, so I‟d like to have a representative 

come up and accept these.  The first one goes to Douglas R. 

Armstrong of the Department of Michigan, “for the many hours 

of hard work and dedication in preserving the Civil War 

Memorials and preventing the unlawful sale of cannon tubes.  

Your commitment to educate members of the Order, communication 

of Camp activities, involvement with local officials to 

protect memorials and initiating a legislation passed to 

protect these monuments and memorials clearly demonstrates the 

pride you have in our heritage.  I thank you for the hard work 

you have devoted to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War”.  And again, it is signed by me.  The next one goes to 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Kent L. Armstrong, the father of 

Brother Armstrong, “for the many  hours of hard work and 

dedication initiating the Order‟s Monuments and Memorials 

Program.  As a result of your efforts, Camps, Departments, and 

the National Order now have Officers and Brothers devoted to 

monument preservation and protection.  Once neglected 

memorials have been restored and registered in the sale of 

cannon tubes from the monuments have been dramatically 

reduced.  On behalf of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War, I thank you for your unselfish determination with this 

valuable project”.  And it was Past Commander-in-Chief 

Armstrong that initiated and got this program going.  And we 

all thought he had it awarded and were not aware he didn‟t.  

So that‟s why this is coming to him now.  So go, I know 

they‟re not here, but go ahead, the Department of Michigan 

come up and accept these awards on their behalf. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The next Meritorious Service Award with Gold Star goes to 

Brother Thomas Grund, “for exceptionally distinguished service 

in identifying the remains of four Union soldiers buried in 

Yorktown National Cemetery who have been laid to rest under 

tombstones marked as unknown.  Your months of exhaustive 

research have closed a chapter for the families of these 

soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice to preserve the 

Union.  Your dedication clearly displays your commitment to 

preserving the memory of our Union ancestors”.  And Brothers, 

you can get on their website and see all the activities 

they‟ve done down in that area.  Done he has done a fantastic 
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job and has put in many hours of research to identify these 

that have been buried since the, the Civil War as Civil War 

unknowns.  So is Thomas, Brother Grund here today? 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The next recipient is Raymond W. LeMay, III, “for 

exceptionally distinguished service in preserving the Grand 

Army of the Republic room and entranceway to the County 

Courthouse at Albany, New York.  You unselfishly devoted many 

hours to prevent a piece of our history from passing into 

oblivion.  Not only will Willard Camp Number 154 meet in the 

same room as the Grand Army, but the public may realize the 

sacrifices of our ancestors.  Further, under your leadership, 

the Camp has grown to an all-time high of over seventy 

members.  This clearly displays your commitment to preserving 

the memory of the “boys in blue” who fought to preserve the 

Union”.  And Brothers, I need to tell you.  There is not 

enough room on this Certificate to write what this Brother has 

done for the Order.  He‟s most deserving of this and is 

Brother LeMay here?  Could I have somebody from New York 

please accept this Award on his behalf? 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I know the write-up for Brother LeMay that came in was 

four pages long, so.  The next one goes to Brother Dick 

Hutchins, “for your long-term dedication in supporting the 

purpose and objects of the Order.  You have unselfishly 

devoted many hours to work monument identification and 

preservation, graves registration, and established 

instructions for other Camps with their Graves Programs.  Your 

leadership and dedication clearly displays your commitment to 

preserving the memory of the “boys in blue” who fought to save 

the Union and is an outstanding example for others to 

emulate”.  And I understand, I think for the past ten years, 

this Brother has never missed a Camp meeting.  Is Brother 

Hutchins here?  Could I have a representative from his 

Department please?  Not even him?  Okay.   

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And the last Award for the Meritorious Service Award with 

Gold Star goes to somebody that everybody here, I believe, 

knows.  And may have even come into contact with.  This is 

awarded to Past Commander-in-Chief Stephen A. Michaels, “for 

the many years of loyal and dedicated service to the Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War.  Since becoming a member, you 

have devoted many hours to leadership courses, streamlining 

the reports, educational programs, and most recently as Editor 

of The Banner.  Your leadership and personal sacrifice have 

had a positive impact on the Order and are very much 
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appreciated by all.  I thank you for your continued hard work 

and commitment to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War”.  Brother Michaels. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a saying you probably all know Steve from being 

Commander-in-Chief and from his work on The Banner.  But 

believe me, he does not let moss grow under his feet.  He‟s 

always out there doing something.  And Steve, we do appreciate 

him.  Okay.  Here comes a great one for me to announce and to  

to pass out.  And I‟m gonna need some assistance on this.  

Could I have all Kentucky Colonels please rise. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brothers, thank you.  I just want everybody to see who 

you were.  Let me tell you a little bit about the Kentucky 

Colonels.  The highest honor awarded by the Commonwealth of 

Kentucky is that of Kentucky Colonel.  Our Colonels are 

Kentucky‟s ambassadors of goodwill and fellowship around the 

world.  Commissions as Kentucky Colonels are presented for 

contributions in the community, state, or nation, and for 

special achievements of all kinds.  With your commission as a 

Kentucky Colonel, the Governor recognizes your service and 

accomplishment on behalf of others.  A list of Kentucky 

Colonels is a Who‟s Who of outstanding men and women around 

the world.  The Certificates, signed by the Governor and the 

Secretary of State, and bearing the Great Seal of Kentucky has 

hung on the walls of such distinguished leaders as President 

Linden B. Johnson and the English Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill.  John Glenn, America‟s first man in space, was 

commissioned while orbiting earth on its historic mission.  

Other well known Colonels include Carol Channing, Anne 

Margaret, Tiger Woods, Dwight Yoakum, Muhammad Ali, Jeff 

Foxworthy, and Whoopi Goldberg.  It all began with Kentucky‟s 

first Governor, Isaac Shelby, gave his son-in-law, Charles S. 

Todd the title of Colonel of his staff.  Shelby later ca…, 

issued commissions to all who enlisted in his regiment in the 

War of 1812.  Later, Kentucky Governors commissioned Colonels 

to act as their protective guard.  They wore uniforms and were 

present at most official functions.  The Honorable Order of 

Kentucky Colonels was founded in 1932 by Governor Ruby Laffoon 

and has since been officially incorporated as a charitable 

organization.  Over the years, the Colonels have contributed 

thousands of dollars to worthy causes.  The Governor and the 

Lt. Governor of Kentucky serve as the Commander-in-Chief and 

the Deputy Commander-in-Chief respectively.  All Officers 

serve with no remuneration.  One a year, Kentucky Colonels 

from all around the world gather for a celebration of 

fellowship and the true spirit of Kentucky hospitality.  And 

this year, I have the honor of presenting on behalf of the 
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Governor of Kentucky, the Kentucky Colonel‟s to the following 

Brothers.  Honorable D. Brad Schall.  And if you would, please 

line over here. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable James R. Hanby, Sr. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Garry W. Brewer.  

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable James J. Davenport. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Ken L. Freshley. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Donald L. Martin. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Jerry R. Sayre. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Gary E. Parrott. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Craig W. Keller. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Perley E. Mellor. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Eric Schmincke. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Please keep in order, too.  Honorable Tad D. Campbell. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable David W. Demmy, Sr. 

Encampment 
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 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Keith G. Karcher. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 My son, Honorable David M. Medert. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Alan L. Russ. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Kevin P. Tucker. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Raymond C. Nagel. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Charles E. Kuhn, Jr. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable James T. Crane. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Daniel R. Earl.  I know Dan‟s not here. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Jerry Kowalski. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Eugene G. Mortorff. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable A. Dean Sargent.  

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Honorable Robert J. Wolz. 
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Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And Honorable Gary Sallade. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Again Brothers, congratulations on being awarded the 

Kentucky Colonel.  I tried for a Kentucky General but it 

didn‟t go through. 

Encampment 

 (laughter & chatter) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers.  Let‟s go.  Okay, we‟re, again, I want to 

say thank you for all of our Award recipients.  Thank you for 

the hard work you‟re doing on behalf of the Order.  I know our 

ancestors appreciate it.  We appreciate it.  And the families 

appreciate it as well.  Thank you, again.  I‟m gonna take care 

of one more, not one more but another piece of new business on 

the agenda.  Then we‟re gonna take a break.  I do know that 

the Department of Pennsylvania has a gift for everybody, so, 

we‟ll figure out how we‟re gonna do this.  But right now, I 

want to get this one taken care of.  We‟re gonna go ahead and 

approve the budget.  Okay, everybody picked up the ninety-five 

page document in the back?  Read it front to back during the 

fire alarm last night?  And getting ready to approve the 

budget.  Okay, I‟d like to ask Brother Newman to come up.  

Okay, Brothers. 

National Treasurer, Max L. Newman 

 I‟m Max Newman, your National Treasurer.  And this packet 

in the back, and there are a bunch more in the blue box on the 

trolley back there if there aren‟t enough.  Because I made two 

hundred and fifty copies.  It‟s Appendix A, which should have 

been Appendix B.  But anyway, on Page 8 of 75, Page 7 of 75 is 

your proposed budget is on there.  I don‟t have anything 

particular that‟s any different than what was on the, the 

previous year.  The numbers have been changed a little bit to 

reflect what has happened over the last five years.  I try to 

average out what‟s gone on the past five years plus last year 

and try to anticipate what‟s gonna be happening from the needs 

of what the National Budget requires.  There‟s only one item 

that‟s on there that I have added this year that I didn‟t have 

the last two years, and that‟s the lease for the National 

Headquarters, which we had to pay in advance three years at 

one crack.  And so I‟ve added that line item back in there  

for the last three months of 2009 – 2010 that would cover 

that.  For those who have already reviewed these budget, are 

there any questions about that?   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 
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 Brother Commander-in-Chief, Past Commander-in-Chief Don 

Darby.  Is the budget the Council of Administration had looked 

over this and, and basically put their stamp on it.  I would 

move that we approve the budget as written. 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Been properly motioned and second that the budget be 

approved as submitted.  Any discussion? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

I would suggest to you that that is a bad idea.  Not, because 

there‟s something wrong with the budget, because depending on 

the election, there may be a need to change the budget.  And 

if this Encampment adopts the budget, the Council of 

Administration no longer has the ability to change that 

budget.  Because the Council of Administration cannot change 

an action of this body.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So you suggesting to bring up … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 I am suggesting that the information on here and that 

this body refer this to the Council of Administration for 

final adoption. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Before? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Pardon me? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So we‟re going to go without the Encampment approving 

this budget? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 The Encampment, under our, under both the Articles of 

Incorporation and our Constitution and Regulations, the 

Council of Administration has responsibility for financial 

well-being of the Organization and therefore has full 

authority to adopt the budget.  We usually have the Encampment 

adopt the budget, but that ties the hands of the Council of 

Administration.  And, and as you‟re aware depending on what 

happens with the elections … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

… we may need to make a significant alteration to that budget 

and the Council would no longer have the ability to make that 

alteration.  So I … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, so I‟m just gonna go ahead and refer the budget to 

the C of A. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 I am offering a substitute motion that we receive this 

for information and refer it to the Council of Administration 
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for final adoption. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Let me go back to Don before we vote on that. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief, Past Commander-in-Chief Don Darby.  I 

withdraw my motion and accept Brother Orr‟s. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Whoever second, do you all withdraw the second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  So we‟re gonna go ahead and refer the budget back 

to the C of A for their approval.  Thank you, Brother Max.  

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 The motion on the floor was withdrawn.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 But based upon what … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 I make a motion. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You‟re gonna make a motion instead of an amendment then.  

Right.  Okay.  The motion is the budget be referred back to C 

of A for approval.  Do I have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 All in favor, signify by saying aye. 

Encampment 

 Aye. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Opposed, up cards.  Got you all confused now, don‟t ya.  

It carries. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers, it‟s time to take a break.  And then 

we‟ll come back and convene.  We‟re moving along just fine. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brothers, please be back at twenty till. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

(break) 
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[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers first thing I want to do right now is ask 

for Past Commander-in-Chief Orr to approach the microphone in 

the, right behind the Senior Vice.  Want to go ahead and make 

your announcement, Rich? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Don, you ready?  Commander-in-Chief, to you and through 

you to Pennsylvania Department and the Past Commanders-in-

Chief have a medal that we want to pass out, one copy to those 

who have not yet received it. As you acknowledged in one of 

your General Orders, Past Commander-in-Chief Reverend Richard 

O. Partington is celebrating his jubilee anniversary as a 

member of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War this 

year.  We fleeced the Past Commanders-in-Chief‟s to help pay 

for this medal and the balance has been paid for by the 

Pennsylvania Department.  We had a commemorative medal struck 

with Past Commander-in-Chief Partington‟s likeness on the 

front.  And his history of service to the Order, or at least 

as Camp Commander, Department Commander, and Commander-in-

Chief on the reverse of the medal.  It‟s suspended from a 

green ribbon, the reason we chose green is because of Dick‟s 

dedication to keeping green the memory of the Grand Army of 

the Republic.  So there are Brothers from Pennsylvania 

Department who are going to go through the room and pass out 

one to each of you. We would ask if you received them already, 

please don‟t take a second because we only have a limited 

supply with us here.  For those who are not in attendance they 

will be available for sale.  You get them free if you attended 

the Pennsylvania Department Encampment or if you are here at 

the Sons National Encampment.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  And thank you.  If you all didn‟t hear that, 

you‟re getting the medal commemorating Past Commander-in-Chief 

Partington‟s service.  You must be in attendance.  Please do 

not ask for one to take back to somebody that might be in the 

head or might be home or can‟t make it.  Okay?  These are for 

you that are in attendance.  Those that want one, or you want 

an additional one, they will be available for purchase. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yes. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

…if, if you would make sure you get a second one for your 

father.  Yes I will, thank you. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 They‟re going to all the Past Commanders-in-Chief. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

Encampment 
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 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay, Brothers.  Let‟s take a seat.  What we‟re going to 

do at this point we‟re going to take nominations for our 

National Offices.  This is not going to be the election.  This 

is gonna be the nominations.  This will give you the 

opportunity over lunch to discuss the candidates that have 

been nominated to fill the positions that will become 

available and to render your decision when we return after the 

greetings this afternoon.  Is everybody hearing me because 

there‟s an awful lot of chatter going on. 

(tapping on microphone) 

I‟ll be with you in just a second there, Charlie. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 I know.  I‟m just trying to make them quiet, so … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Oh.  Okay, so again, we‟re just gonna take the 

nominations here in just a few minutes.  Then we‟ll give you 

plenty of time over the lunch break to discuss and so forth.  

Yes, Charlie. 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief, will we be coming back to new 

business? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brothers.  Yes, we will come back to new business ear…, 

right after the Ladies this afternoon.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Ten-four.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief.  Past Commander-in-Chief Don Darby.  

When we get to the portion of, for the Council of 

Administration, would you please explain how we‟re gonna do 

that?  Whether we‟re gonna take all nominations at once or are 

we going to be able to insert people as we go along. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 All right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 When we get to that point, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Here‟s what we‟re going to be nominating for 

election.  Commander-in-Chief, Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief.  The Secretary has one more 

year left on his current term.  Treasurer for one year.  That 

term ending in 2010.  And then in 2010, we‟ll have a, a 

election for a three year term.  Council of Administration, we 

have three seats will be open.  The first one is Brother Eric 
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Schmincke for three years.  Brother Henry Shaw for three 

years.  Brother Brad Schall if he is elevated in the election, 

his seat will be open for one year.  Those will be the seats 

that we are going to be taking nominations on.  At this time, 

I‟m going to turn the microphone over to our National 

Secretary to take a roll call for the nominations.  Does 

anybody have a question?  Sprint, Danny. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Commander, I just wanted to mention, you didn‟t mention 

the Quartermaster has one more year. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right.  The Quartermaster has one more year left on his 

term.  So we have those we won‟t be voting for that one.  

Okay?   

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  Nominations are open for the office of Commander-

in-Chief.  Department of California and Pacific. 

Department of California and Pacific 

 The Department of California and Pacific defers to the 

Department of Rhode Island. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Is that the way you guys really talk? 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Joe, I know it‟s taller than you, but you just walked 

right past the microphone. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Rhode Island, Joe Hall 

 I like to stand next to my Brothers.  The membership of 

the Department of Rhode Island at its Annual Encampment held 

April 4
th
, 2009, approved the following Resolution supporting 

the nomination of Brother Leo F. Kennedy for the position of 

Commander-in-Chief at the 128
th
 National Encampment at the 

SUVCW to be held in Louisville, Kentucky.  Brother Kennedy is 

a descendent of Steven Kettle and George Kettle who both 

served in the Civil War from the State of Rhode Island.  

Brother Kennedy is a life member of the SUVCW, having joined 

our Organization in 1988.  He has held every position within 

Colonel Zenas R. Bliss Camp 12 and in the Department of Rhode 

Island.  Brother Kennedy also serves in the Sons of Veterans 

Reserves since 2001 and is commissioned as a Captain serving 

the rank serving as a Public Relations Officer for the 

headquarters‟ company.  Brother Kennedy has served in our 

Order with distinction on both the National Graves 

Registration Committee and the National Communication and 

Technology Committee.  From 1997 to 2003, Brother Kennedy was 

annually appointed as the National Graves Registration Officer 

and has performed tremendous work in this important duty of 
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our Order.  He has served on the Council of Administration, 

elected for a, a three year term from 2004 to 2007.  Served on 

the Memorial Grants Committee.  And is currently serving as 

the Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief.  Brother Kennedy has twice 

received recognition for his duty and loyalty to the Order.  

First, in 1998, the Department of Rhode Island named Leo F. 

Kennedy as an Outstanding Member of the Year.  And in 2001, 

Brother Kennedy received the Meritorious Service with Gold 

Star Award from then Commander-in-Chief Edward J. Krieser.  He 

was also honored as a Kentucky Colonel at the National 

Encampment in 2003.  Brother Kennedy continues to serve his 

community for twenty-eight years as a Deputy Chief with the 

City of Cranston Fire Department and as a member of the Rhode 

Island Critical Incident Stress Management Team.  A 

Communications Specialist with the Rhode Island First E-Mat, 

Department of Homeland Security, and as an Operations Officer 

Town of Smithville Emergency Management Agency.  He is a 

member of the International Association of Firefighters,  

International Association of Fire Chiefs, and serves on the 

Rhode Island Urban Search and Rescue Team.  He received three 

Commendations for service at the World Trade Center, September 

11, 2001 to September 26
th
, 2001.  Since 1988, Brother Kennedy 

has been a member and serves as a Gun Sergeant of Battery B, 

1
st
 Rhode Island Light Artillery, a living history organization 

and part of the Rhode Island State Militia.  Sergeant Kennedy 

received the State Militia Meritorious Service Award in 1998, 

Fifteen Year Service Award from the Rhode Island State 

Militia, and the Military Order of St. Barbara.  He is a 

graduate of Providence College and was elected to the Etta 

Lambda Honor Society.  Therefore, the Department of Rhode 

Island announces its support in nominating Past Commander Leo 

F. Kennedy for the position of Commander-in-Chief at the 128
th
 

National Encampment of the SUVCW held in Louisville, Kentucky.  

Thank you. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Brother Kennedy, do you accept the nomination? 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Yes, I do. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you hold any other elected positions in the Order? 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 No sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 The Department of Colorado and Wyoming? 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming  

The Department of Colorado and Wyoming, passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

Department of Connecticut? 

Department of Connecticut 

 The Department of Connecticut passes. 
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National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Florida? 

Department of Florida 

 Department of Florida passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Georgia and South Carolina? 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Illinois? 

Department of Illinois 

 Department of Illinois passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Indiana? 

Department of Indiana 

 Department of Indiana passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Iowa? 

Department of Iowa 

The Department of Iowa passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Kansas? 

Department of Kansas 

Department of Kansas passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Kentucky?   

Department of Kentucky 

 The Department of Kentucky passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Maine.  I‟ll make a note of that now that 

they‟re not here.  I remember last year, I think I asked one 

of them every time we went through the roll call, so (chuckle) 

go through that again. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Maryland? 

Department of Maryland 

Department of Maryland passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Massachusetts? 

Department of Massachusetts 

 Department of Massachusetts passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Michigan? 

Department of Michigan 

 The Department of Michigan passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Missouri? 

Department of Missouri 

 Department of Missouri passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Nebraska? 

Department of Nebraska 
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 Department of Nebraska passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Hampshire. 

Department of New Hampshire 

 Department of New Hampshire passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Jersey? 

Department of New Jersey 

 Department of New Jersey passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New York? 

Department of New York 

The Department of New York passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of North Carolina? 

Department of North Carolina 

The Department of North Carolina passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Ohio? 

Department of Ohio 

Department of Ohio passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Oklahoma?  Department of Pennsylvania? 

Department of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania Department passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of, already heard from Rhode Island.  

Department of Tennessee? 

Department of Tennessee 

The Department of Tennessee passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Texas? 

Department of Texas 

The Department of Texas passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Vermont? Not here.  Department of 

Wisconsin? 

Department of Wisconsin 

Department of Wisconsin passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Membership-at-Large? 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 National Membership-at-Large passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 That completes the roll. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We will now take the nominations for the position of 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of California and Pacific? 

Department of California and Pacific 

 The Department of California and Pacific has no idea how 
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to do a Maryland accent. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of California and Pacific 

 We‟d like to defer to them. 

Encampment 

 (laughter & chatter) 

Department of Maryland, Andrew M. Johnson 

 Thank you, California and Pacific.  Past Commander-in-

Chief Andrew Johnson and I, it is my very great honor and 

privilege to place in nomination for the office of Senior Vice 

Commander-in-Chief the name of the well known James R. Hanby 

of the Maryland Department.  You all know who Hanby is.  He‟s 

now serving as your Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief.  He‟s 

performed those duties in an outstanding manner and he is 

ready to move up.  He was elected as Junior Vice Commander-in-

Chief.  Before then, James served three years as an elected 

member of the Council of Administration.  He served two terms 

as Commander of the precious Maryland Department.  And seven 

terms as Commander of his own Appomattox Camp there in 

Wilmington, Delaware, where he lives.  He‟s earned your trust.  

He‟s an outstanding man.  And he‟s a man of action.  You ask, 

does he have a life outside of SUVCW?  Well, yes he does.  

He‟s the Second District SVR Commander.  He‟s an ardent Mason.  

Member of the American Legion.  An active member of the Sons 

of the American Revolution.  Man who‟s active in his community 

and widely in charitable works.  For those of you sitting in 

the back row, he‟s a Methodist in good standing. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Maryland, Andrew M. Johnson 

 I urge you to elect Brother James Hanby as your next 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Hanby, if elected, will you serve? 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 I will. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you hold any other elected positions? 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 I do. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 What position do you hold? 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 Camp Commander of the Appomattox Camp. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 The Department of Colorado and Wyoming? 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming  

The Department of Colorado and Wyoming, representing the 

Centennial State, passes. 
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National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

Department of Connecticut? 

Department of Connecticut 

 Department of Connecticut passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Florida? 

Department of Florida 

 Department of Florida passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina? 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina 

 Georgia and South Carolina passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Illinois? 

 

Department of Illinois 

 Department of Illinois, where you can vote early and vote 

often, passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 So it took one office to get into the battle of 

Departments now.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Indiana? 

Department of Indiana 

 Department of Indiana passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Iowa? 

Department of Iowa 

Department of Iowa passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Kansas? 

Department of Kansas 

Department of Kansas passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Kentucky?   

Department of Kentucky 

 The Department of Kentucky passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Let‟s see.  We don‟t have Maine.  Department of Maryland? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You already did that. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Okay.  They just now made …  Department of Massachusetts? 

Department of Massachusetts 

 Department of Massachusetts passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Michigan? 

Department of Michigan 
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 The Department of Michigan passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Missouri? 

Department of Missouri 

 Department of Missouri passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Nebraska? 

Department of Nebraska 

 Department of Nebraska passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Hampshire. 

Department of New Hampshire 

 Department of New Hampshire passes. 

 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Jersey? 

Department of New Jersey 

 Department of New Jersey passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New York? 

Department of New York 

The Great Tax State of the Department of New York passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughing and applause) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of North Carolina? 

Department of North Carolina 

The Tar Heel State passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Ohio? 

Department of Ohio 

Department of Ohio, birthplace of Sherman, Sheridan, and  

Grant, passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 See, no Oklahoma.  Department of Pennsylvania? 

Department of Pennsylvania 

This is Brother Hanby is also a member of the Department 

of Pennsylvania and Maryland, if elected. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Rhode Island.   

Department of Rhode Island 

The Department of Rhode Island passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Tennessee? 

Department of Tennessee 

The Department of Tennessee passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Texas? 

Department of Texas 

The Department of Texas passes. 
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National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Wisconsin? 

Department of Wisconsin 

The Department of Wisconsin passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Membership-at-Large? 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 National Membership-at-Large passes. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay, Brothers, now, we will now accept nominations for 

the position of Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of California and Pacific? 

Department of California and Pacific 

 Department of California and Pacific does not pass for 

the first time since 1973.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of California and Pacific 

 The Brothers of General Alfred Pleasonton Camp 24 and the 

Department of California and Pacific ask for your support for 

Brother Brad Schall for the office of National Junior Vice 

Commander-in-Chief.  Brother Schall has dedicated himself to 

honoring the “boys in blue” with a proactive attitude and a 

willingness in all aspects of the Order.  His enthusiasm is 

contagious and his passion for the American Civil War is 

obvious to all that meet him.  Brother Brad Schall has been a 

member of the Sons of the Veterans of the Civil War for more 

than twenty years and is a charter member with the first 

Commander, was the first Commander of General Alfred 

Pleasonton Camp 24 in the Department of California and 

Pacific.  He holds a Camp dual membership in the Department 

and currently hold elections, elected in the appointed offices 

in three or four Camps to which he belongs.  Brother Schall 

serves the Department of California and Pacific as an elected 

office since 1989 to 2004.  His service includes all the Chair 

Councils and was the Department Commander in 2002 and 4.  He 

currently is the Commanding Officer of Company B8, California 

Volunteer Infantry Regiment and holds a, a rank of Captain.  

Brother Schall has served two terms on the Council of 

Administration on a National level and was the Chairman for 

the Fraternity Relations Committee.  National Patriotic 

Instruction.  Was on the Committee for Americanization and 

Education.  The e-Bay Surveillance Committee.  And Aide to the 

Memorial Committee.  National Committee on Construction and 

Regulation.  Was Co-Chair of the SUVCW Committee, National 

Committee and Constitutional and Relations.  And was Co-

Chairman of the SUV Charitable Foundation.  The Civil War 

Sinc-Quin-Centennial (sic) Committee.  And is currently 

serving as the National Chief of Staff and is Chairman of the 

Memorial Grant Committee.  In addition to the SUVCW, Brother 

Schall is the Co-Chairman  and founding Member of the Friends 
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of the Civil War Alcatraz  He is a docent interpreter for the 

National Park Service.  He is a member of the Northern 

California Civil War Speaking Bureau and gives talks to the 

Civil War roundtables, civil organizations, veterans groups in 

northern California.  Brother Schall is a member of the 

National Eagle Scout Association and a veteran of the U. S. 

Army.  We ask for your support in electing Brother Schall to 

the position of National Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Schall, if elected, will you serve? 

National Chief of Staff, D. Brad Schall 

 Yes I will. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you hold any other elected positions? 

National Chief of Staff, D. Brad Schall 

 Yes I do.  Council of Administration, Department 

Counselor, Secretary for Camp Pleasonton 24, and Patriotic 

Instructor for Camp 22. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 If elected, are you going to give up your seat on the 

Council of Administration? 

National Chief of Staff, D. Brad Schall 

 I am, sir.   

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Hey Brad, do you get any sleep?  Department of Colorado 

and Wyoming? 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming  

The Department of Colorado and Wyoming, also representing 

the States of Montana and Utah, the Beehive State, passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

Department of Connecticut? 

Department of Connecticut 

 The Department of Connecticut passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Florida? 

Department of Florida 

 Department of Florida, the new home of the Burmese 

Pythons passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 I think we ought to present a new award for the 

Departments that can, want to keep this up the longest, you 

know?  Department of Georgia and South Carolina? 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina, Sherman‟s 

Bonfire. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 
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 Okay.  He‟s in the lead now?  Department of Illinois? 

Department of Illinois 

 Department of Illinois passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Indiana? 

Department of Indiana 

 The Department of Indiana passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Iowa? 

Department of Iowa 

Department of Iowa passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Kansas? 

Department of Kansas 

Department of Kansas, where the Civil War began, passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Kentucky?   

Department of Kentucky 

 Department of Kentucky passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Maryland? 

Department of Maryland 

Department of Maryland passes. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Department of Massachusetts? 

Department of Massachusetts 

 The Old Bay State passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Michigan? 

Department of Michigan 

 The Wolverines pass. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Missouri? 

Department of Missouri 

 Department of Missouri passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Nebraska? 

Department of Nebraska 

 Department of Nebraska passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Hampshire. 

Department of New Hampshire 

 Department of New Hampshire passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Jersey? 

Department of New Jersey 

 The Garden State passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New York? 

Department of New York 

The Empire State passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 
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 Department of North Carolina? 

Department of North Carolina 

The Old War State passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Ohio? 

Department of Ohio 

Department of Ohio, the home of the only father and son 

Commander-in-Chiefs passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 You‟re famous now, see?  Department of Pennsylvania? 

Department of Pennsylvania 

Our State legislature can‟t pass the budget, but our 

State Department passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department Rhode Island?   

Department of Rhode Island 

Department of Rhode Island representing the smallest 

State in the Union with the longest name passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Tennessee? 

Department of Tennessee 

Tennessee and Alabama pass. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Texas? 

Department of Texas 

The Department of Texas passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Wisconsin? 

Department of Wisconsin 

Department of Wisconsin passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Member-at-Large? 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 National Membership-at-Large passes. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay, Brothers.  We will now accept nominations for the 

one year remaining for the Treasurer‟s position. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of California and Pacific? 

Department of California and Pacific 

 The Department of California and Pacific would like to 

defer to the home of its favorite sandwich, the Cheese State, 

the State of Pennsylvania. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 
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 Pennsylvania? 

Department of Pennsylvania, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief , I‟d move you that we open 

this up to the floor for a nomination for a Brother rather 

than do it by Department.  Can we do that? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

That‟s fine.  

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

For this particular position? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

That‟s fine. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

That‟s a motion.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

That doesn‟t need to be … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

That does not need to be motion.  All you can do is just 

direct it to go back to the roll call.  All they have done is 

just deferred to you.  You‟re deferring back to the roll call. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

Yeah if, if Pennsylvania would like to go last on the 

roll call this time, if we can. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

I don‟t have a problem doing that.  You‟ve always been 

following Ohio anyway. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

I will point out that they settled in Pennsylvania first.   

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  The Department of … 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Back to the Department of California and Pacific.   

Department of California and Pacific 

 Department of California and Pacific passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming? 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming  

The Department of Colorado and Wyoming, home of the 

Continental Divide and the Rocky Mountain National Park, 

passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

Department of Connecticut? 

Department of Connecticut 

 Department of Connecticut passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Florida? 

Department of Florida 
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 Department of Florida passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina? 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina, site of The 

Great Locomotive Chase, passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Illinois? 

Department of Illinois 

 The Department of Illinois, where our Ex-Governors make 

our license plates, passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

I say that puts Illinois in the lead.  What do you think?  

Department of Indiana? 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Indiana 

 Department of Indiana passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Iowa? 

Department of Iowa 

Department of Iowa passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 The Department of Kansas? 

Department of Kansas 

Department of Kansas, the Soldier State, passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Kentucky?   

Department of Kentucky 

 Department of Kentucky passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Maryland? 

Department of Maryland 

 Department of Maryland passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Massachusetts? 

Department of Massachusetts 

 Department of Massachusetts, the home of the State of 

Massachusetts first Union casualty in the Civil War passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Michigan? 

Department of Michigan 

 The Department of the Great Lakes State passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Missouri? 

Department of Missouri 

 Department of Missouri passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 
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 Department of Nebraska? 

Department of Nebraska 

 Department of Nebraska passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Hampshire. 

Department of New Hampshire 

 Department of New Hampshire passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Jersey? 

Department of New Jersey 

 Department of New Jersey passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New York? 

Department of New York 

The Department of New York, where our Ex-Governor makes 

porcelain license plates, passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of North Carolina? 

Department of North Carolina 

The Department of North Carolina passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Ohio? 

Department of Ohio 

Department of Ohio passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Rhode Island.   

Department of Rhode Island 

Department of Rhode Island passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Tennessee? 

Department of Tennessee 

Tennessee Volunteers passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Texas? 

Department of Texas 

Texas passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Wisconsin? 

Department of Wisconsin 

Cheese heads pass. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Membership-at-Large? 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 National Membership-at-Large passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  Back to the Department of Pennsylvania?  And 
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before, hey, Charlie, before you go, did I call Nebraska? 

Several 

 Yes.   

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  Cool. 

 

Department of Pennsylvania, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother, Brother Commander-in-Chief, I place in the 

nomination of a Brother who many of you have known for many 

years here.  He‟s a Past Commander-in-Chief.  He‟s not 

unfamiliar to this job.  He did the job as Treasurer for seven 

years.  He‟s served this Order.  He‟s received every honor, 

every award, and he‟s quite capable of doing it.  Other than 

the fact of some time constraints.  I place in the name, Rich 

Orr. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Past Commander-in-Chief Orr, if elected, will you serve? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Reluctantly. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

I take that as an affirmative.  Do you have any other 

elected offices? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Treasurer of my camp 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

Brother Commander-in-Chief, I would move you that we go 

to the Committee of the whole for a little bit more discussion 

on this. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

May I ask, and be so brave, as to know why? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 He wants tell everybody why. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

I think, I think the Brothers here of this Order need to 

hear why there‟s restrictions on him being nominated kinda. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

I‟d like to go ahead and take out the rest of the 

nominations first.  Get them on the floor.  Then we can go 

right to that.  We‟re at about fifteen minutes from chow, so … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

Okay.  Very good.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay, we‟ll now be taking nominations for the position of 

Council of Administration.  The first one, we will be taking 

nominations for is that of Brother Schmincke for a three year 

term. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

Commander-in-Chief, are we taking all nominations or are 
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we just taking it for this specific seat and then we‟ll do 

nominations? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

I believe once we start going through the roll, then 

again, it‟s gonna be for the three year term, three year term, 

then a one year term, so however you guys want to put it up is 

fine.  I understand that there are five people that are 

interested in these three positions.  So I‟m gonna be taking 

nominations for the first position, then I‟m gonna be taking 

nominations for the next position, and then for the one year 

position.  Unless Rich tells me it‟d be a, a wise idea to do 

something different. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Commander-in-Chief, the problem is, when Jim Pahl issued 

an opinion two years ago and I issued one last year concerning 

this very topic.  And neither one of us have copies of our 

opinions.  And we don‟t remember what they were.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Well this is gonna be good.  

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Because they were both very lengthy and delved into a lot 

of previous opinions and rulings of Commanders-in-Chief 

dealing with this issue.  So through you to Brother Krieser.  

Ed, could we have a copy of last year‟s proceedings that we 

can at least check what my opinion was on this matter? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Edward J. Krieser 

 No copy. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 You don‟t have any with you.  Does anyone have copies 

that Brother Krieser was passing out at the last year‟s 

proceedings? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Oh, you didn‟t do last year.  

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Okay.  Yeah, Ken, can you get it up on the internet?  Do 

you have your laptop …  

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Okay.  We can put it up, put it on Leo‟s table up here. 

Department of Tennessee, Doug Fidler 

Sir, Doug Fidler, Department of Tennessee.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Can I ask you to please step closer to the mic? 

Department of Tennessee, Doug Fidler 

Yes, sir.  Doug Fidler, Department of Tennessee.  I have 

a pdf copy on my laptop. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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Okay.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Hey, Rich, would it be easier if I just go ahead and go 

through the nominations by Department of those that are 

wanting to serve on the Council of Administration.  When we go 

to the voting, we will vote per position. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Yes. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Brother Jim? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

They‟re not in the pdf copy of the proceedings anyway, 

so. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

I didn‟t think they were, so …  I know we‟ve tried this 

in the past where we say okay, we be a five people up for 

three seats.  The three that get their most votes, they‟re on 

the Council, but it‟s always got shot down.  We go back to 

doing it this way. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

We vote for each slot individually.  But I think what 

we‟ve done in the past, is nominate everyone upfront. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

And then you‟ve got theoretically four or five running 

for the first seat, whoever wins is knocked out.  And it‟s … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

… a plurality vote so it‟s the most votes for that seat wins.  

Then you go into the voting for the … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

… second seat.  But to nominate everyone upfront put, maybe 

Don … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

… go through the roll call once and then we all … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

… have the nominees in front of us and we go from there. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We‟ll do it that way.  What we‟re gonna do is we have 

three seats on the Council of Administration that are open.  

This is gonna be for nominations only, and not for voting.  

When we go to vote, we will vote on each individual positions 
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individually.  Any questions on that?  Okay.  We‟ll now take 

…uh… nominations for the positions of Council of 

Administration. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

All right.  The Department of California and Pacific? 

Department of California and Pacific 

 Commander-in-Chief, my fellow National Officers, my 

fellow Delegates.  I have the unique honor to place before you 

for your consideration a nominee to the National Council of 

Administration.  First allow me to read a Resolution from the 

Department of California and Pacific.  Whereas Brother Tad D. 

Campbell joined the Phil Sheridan Camp Number 4 of San Jose, 

California in 1997 and became a life member of the Sons of 

Union Veterans of the Civil War in 2005.  And whereas Brother 

Campbell has held every elective office in the Camp, including 

two terms as Camp Commander, and has held the appointed 

offices of Patriotic Instructor, Historian, Graves 

Registration Officer, Civil War Memorials Officer, Signals 

Officer, and now an award winning Newsletter Editor.  Whereas 

Brother Campbell has served the Department of California and 

Pacific as Councilman, Junior Vice Commander, Senior Vice 

Commander, and completed three terms as Department Commander, 

and nine terms as Signal Officer.  And whereas Brother 

Campbell served several years in the National Committee on 

History and currently serves the Chairman of the National 

Committee on Fraternal Relations.  And whereas Brother 

Campbell has attended every National Encampment since 

Springfield, Missouri in 2001, frequently serving on 

Encampment Committees.  Now therefore be it resolved that the 

Delegates of the 123
rd
 Annual Encampment of the Department of 

California and Pacific hereby whole heartedly endorse Brother 

Tad Campbell for the office of National Council of 

Administration.  Brother Campbell is uniquely qualified for 

this position when it comes to crisis and problem solving.  He 

is a seventeen year veteran of the San Jose Police Department 

as a 911 Dispatcher.  He has been an active member of the 

Communications Staff, participating in a number of important 

committees, including selection of new phone service and 

computer system.  Tad has also been a dedicated Communication 

Trainings Officer, having taught more than sixty new employees 

the one-on-one skills necessary to process 911 calls.  He has 

been named San Jose Police Department Communication Training 

Officer of the Month, Dispatcher of the Month twice, and 

Dispatcher of the Year twice.  Tad handles problems on a 

minute-by-minute basis for a living.  He handles everything 

from actual life and death, to cats stuck in a tree, with 

equal professionalism …  

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of California and Pacific 

… in what I like to call saving the people of San Jose from 

themselves. 
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Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of California and Pacific 

 Besides all this, he is the proud father of a fifteen 

month old.  He can handle problems. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of California and Pacific 

 It is my honor and pleasure to place into nomination for 

the seat on the Council of Administration the name of Brother 

Tad D. Campbell, PDC, the favorite Son of the Department of 

California and Pacific. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Campbell, if elected, will you serve? 

Department of California & Pacific, Tad D. Campbell 

 Yes sir, I will. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you hold any other elected positions? 

Department of California & Pacific, Tad D. Campbell 

 Yes, sir.  Camp Council and Department Council. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming? 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming  

The Department of Colorado and Wyoming, home to world 

famous Rocky Mountain Oysters, passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

Department of Connecticut? 

Department of Connecticut 

 Department of Connecticut passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Florida? 

Department of Florida 

 Department of Florida passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina? 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina, birthplace of 

Kim Bessinger passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Illinois? 

Department of Illinois 

 The Department of Illinois passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Indiana? 

Department of Indiana 

 Department of Indiana passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Iowa? 
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Department of Iowa 

Department of Iowa passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Kansas? 

Department of Kansas 

The Department of Kansas passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Kentucky?   

Department of Kentucky 

 Department of Kentucky passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Maryland? 

Department of Maryland 

 Department of Maryland passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Massachusetts? 

Department of Massachusetts 

 The home of the universe passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Wow.  Department of Michigan? 

Department of Michigan, James B. Pahl 

 I am very pleased and proud to place into nomination for 

the office of Council of Administration Brother Don Shaw.  

Should have all received a copy of the brochure placed on the 

chairs yesterday and today, so I will not bore you with all 

the details of volumes of things that Don has done for the 

Order.  He‟s one of these quiet, behind-the-scenes workers.  

When something needs to be done, Don shows up and goes to 

work.  He doesn‟t seek glory or honors for himself.  He just 

goes out here and quietly does the work of the Order.  Don was 

my National Counselor the year I was Commander-in-Chief.  So 

this is the man that I chose to keep me in line on the 

Constitution and Regulations of this Order.  He did a 

wonderful job.  The best thing I can say from it is Rich Orr 

did not agree with all his opinions.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Michigan, James B. Pahl 

 So I place into nomination Donald Shaw from the 

Department of Michigan for Council of Administration. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Shaw, if elected, will you serve. 

Department of Michigan, Donald W. Shaw 

 Yes, Commander. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you hold any other elected positions? 

Department of Michigan, Donald W. Shaw 

 Yes sir, I do.  I am Senior Vice Commander for the 

Department of Michigan. 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Missouri? 

Department of Missouri 

 Department of Missouri passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Nebraska? 

Department of Nebraska 

 Department of Nebraska passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Hampshire? 

Department of New Hampshire 

 Department of New Hampshire passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Jersey? 

Department of New Jersey 

 Department of New Jersey passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New York? 

Department of New York 

Department of New York passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of North Carolina? 

Department of North Carolina 

Department of North Carolina passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of Ohio? 

Department of Ohio 

The Department of Ohio would like to place in nomination 

a candidate for the office of Council of Administration.  Some 

of you may remember back in the 1950‟s, they used to have a 

television program called “The Silent Service”.  It is a 

submarine force of the Navy.  The candidate that I would like 

to place in nomination served six years in the Submarine Force 

of the United States Navy, as a Sonar Technician in the silent 

service of our country.  He does the same thing in the Sons of 

Union Veterans.  He sort of is a silent server to us.  He‟s 

the National Webmaster.  Takes care of all that beautiful 

stuff that‟s on the website when you go and view it.  He‟s the 

National Proceedings Recorder and publishes the National 

Proceedings for us.  He‟s the National Signals Officer and 

Chairman of the Communications and Technology Committee.  He‟s 

been in our Order for over ten years.  He‟s a Past Department 

Commander of the State of Ohio.  And he has done numerous 

things for his Camp and all sorts of silent work for the 

Order.  What I would like for you Brothers to do, is move him 

out of the silent service and put him up with those noisy 

makers on the Council of Administration.  I‟d like to put in 

nomination the name of Ken Freshley. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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Brother Freshley, if elected, will you serve? 

Department of Ohio, Ken L. Freshley 

Yes sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Do you hold any other elected positions? 

Department of Ohio, Ken L. Freshley 

Yes.  Department Council and Camp Junior Vice Commander. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Pennsylvania? 

Department of Pennsylvania, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brothers, please amount, allow me to put forth the name 

of Eric Schmincke for the three year term for Council of 

Administration.  Brother Eric has been a dedicated member of 

our Order for nearly fifteen years, and aided Brothers on all 

three levels.  He also is part of the SVR as well.  On the 

Camp Level, he has served as JVC, SVC, and Camp Commander.  As 

Camp Commander, he along with several other Brothers from two 

different Camps in Pennsylvania, helped save a Camp in Bangor, 

Pennsylvania that was going under.  This meant traveling long 

distances to hold meetings and help the Camp grow.  Today, the 

Joel Searfoss Camp 273 still is active in its community and at 

Department functions.  Eric was also the first Brother to 

reach Department Commander in the history of that Camp.  Eric 

has also served as Camp Council for Anna M. Ross Camp Number 1 

in Philadelphia, one of the first Camps in our beloved Order.  

And still is active as Camp Council at Searfoss Camp, of which 

he still travels to.  For the Department of Pennsylvania, Eric 

has served for years on the Department Council, two years as 

Patriotic Instructor, two years as JVC, two years as Senior 

Vice Commander, and served two year term as Department 

Commander.  During his term, he streamlined the Department for 

efficiency and added two new Camps.  He represented his 

Department at both National Encampments during his tenure.  On 

the National level, Brother Eric has served in the e-Bay 

Surveillance Committee, trying to stop the sale of grave 

markers.  He also has served as Chief of Staff for PCnC George 

Powell.  Currently, he is on the Council of Administration.  

This is his last year of his term.  Eric has served on the 

Committee for the National Encampment in Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania.  I‟m sure a number of you have been there and 

had a good time there.  He was the one responsible with the 

being the liaison between this Organization, the other Allied 

Organizations, and the hotel.  That was a massive undertaking.  

Currently, Eric serves as Deputy Provost Marshall for 

Remembrance Day.  He assists me every year in lining up the 

First Division, which is, I will say has to be the hardest 

Division to line up because they have to deal with the women. 

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 
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Department of Pennsylvania, Charles E. Kuhn 

 And he has been very talented in keeping them very calm 

and collective.  So he is a great problem solver in that 

aspect.  Eric is now also a Kentucky Colonel.  As a number of 

us other ones are.  He‟s worked with Gary Casteel in the 

National Park Service, to restore the monument for the 90
th
 on 

the Antietam Battlefield.  That‟s probably the most visited 

monument there.  Brother Eric also serves currently as a 

Volunteer President of the Grand Army of the Republic Civil 

War Library and Museum in Philadelphia.  His duties also 

include serving as Vice President and Program Director, 

scheduling over ninety-six free programs for the public every 

year.  In the last year, the Museum, with Eric as help, has 

received general operating and archival grants.  Eric is also 

a volunteer at the Wilmington and Western, that Wilmington?  

Or Willington?   

Department of Pennsylvania, Eric J. Schmincke 

 Wilmington. 

Department of Pennsylvania, Charles E. Kuhn 

   Wilmington and Western Rail Roads as a qualified train 

man and assistant brake man.  Eric is also a World War II re-

enactor with the 35
th
 Infantry Division, which is based in 

Gettysburg.  He also served with Company C 28, Pennsylvania 

Volunteer Infantry, SVR, as a private, moving up through the 

ranks.  He has served as a Unit Treasurer, Gettysburg Adopt-A-

Monument Coordinator, and Chief Fundraiser for the cleaning of 

the 28
th
 Monument at Gettysburg on the battlefield.  Brother 

Eric is a dedicated father also.  Father of two children.  An 

eight year old son, five year old daughter, and a lovely wife, 

Toni, who‟s put up with him for twenty-one years.  I‟d like to 

place into nomination, Brother Eric Schmincke, who‟s well 

qualified for this job. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Schmincke, if elected, will you serve? 

Department of Pennsylvania, Eric J. Schmincke 

 Yes I will, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you hold any other elected positions? 

Department of Pennsylvania, Eric J. Schmincke 

 Yes I do, sir.  Camp Council, Searfoss Camp. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Rhode Island?   

Department of Rhode Island 

The membership of the Department … 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

 

Department of Rhode Island 

… of Rhode Island at its Annual Encampment held on April 4, 

2009, hereby approved the following Resolution supporting the 
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nomination of Brother William T. Vieira for the position of 

National Council of Administration at the 128
th
 National 

Encampment of the SUVCW to be held in Louisville, Kentucky.  

Whereas, Brother Vieira has held numerous positions of the 

Colonel Zenas R. Bliss Camp Number 12 in the Department of 

Rhode Island and has served as Department Commander for three 

terms.  He has served as the Rhode Island Department Chaplain 

and Treasurer.  He is currently serving as the Regional 

Commander of the New England Regional Association of the 

SUVCW.  He also currently serves on the National Programs and 

Policies Committee.  And as an alternate on a National Civil 

War Memorials Committee.  Brother Vieira is also a Private in 

the National Headquarters Company of the SVR.  Whereas Brother 

Vieira graduated Magna Cum Laude from the University of Rhode 

Island with a Bachelors Degree in history.  As well as a 

graduate of the Teachers Certification Program at Rhode Island 

College.  Whereas Brother Vieira completed research on the 

Brotherhood of Railroad Train Men and published, “I‟ve Been 

Working On The Railroad”, a history of Providence Lodge Number 

66 of the Brotherhood of Railroad Train Men.  The work and 

research was noted in the book, “Trolley Wars - Streetcar 

Workers On The Line” by noted Rhode Island Labor Historian, 

Scott Molloy.   Whereas Brother Vieira formerly served as 

Chairman of the Educational Outreach Committee, the Rhode 

Island Labor History Society.  Whereas Brother Vieira served 

on the Board of Directors, the congregation, Lagodos Lakeem 

and taught hero school there for ten years.  On occasion, he 

led religious service and fulfilled the religious needs of the 

congregation for the Rabbi in his stead.  Whereas Brother 

Vieira currently serves as a Private in Battery B, 1
st
 Round 

Artillery, a living history organization and part of the Rhode 

Island State Militia, holding the Order of St. Barbara, and 

Rhode Island State Militia Long Service Award.  Also, he is 

currently serving as a Private in Company B of the 2
nd
 Rhode 

Island Infantry.  Whereas Brother Vieira is a member of the 

Gold Key Arms Society of the University to Rhode Island.  And 

a member of Chapter Epsilon Rowe of the National History Arms 

Society, Phi Alpha Theta.  Whereas Brother Vieira is currently 

teaching at the William E. Tolman High School as a teacher of 

history and currently serving as the Advisor to the History 

Arms Society.  Therefore, be it known that the Department of 

Rhode Island announces its support in nominating Past 

Department Commander William T. Vieira to the position of 

National Council of Administration, the 20
th
 National 

Encampment of the SUVCW.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Vieira, if elected, will you serve? 

 

Department of Rhode Island, William T. Vieira 

 I will. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do you have, hold any other elected positions? 
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Department of Rhode Island, William T. Vieira 

 Department Council. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Tennessee? 

Department of Tennessee 

Tennessee passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Texas? 

Department of Texas 

The Department of Texas, passes. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Department of Wisconsin? 

Department of Wisconsin 

Wisconsin passes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

National Membership-at-Large? 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 National Membership-at-Large passes and good luck to 

those who get elected. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and applause) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay, we‟ve got a winner here.  That concludes the roll 

call. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  This will be serve as a blanket statement for all 

positions.  Are there any other nominations?  Are there any 

other nominations?  Are there any other nominations?  I now 

declare the nominations for the National Officers closed. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay brethren, we‟re gonna go ahead and …  Yes, Charlie. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No.  You‟re not.  The rest of us are.  You want to do it 

now if you want.  May as well do over … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 We got time ? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Huh? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 We got time. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 All right.  Go ahead. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 
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 Brother Commander-in-Chief, I move you that we go to a 

Committee of the Whole. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Do we have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any discussion?  Hearing none, all those in favor, up 

card.  Down card.  Opposed?  Up card.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion passes. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Okay, since we‟re in a Committee of the Whole, the tape 

gets shut off here … 

 

(tape shut off) 

   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We‟re out of the Whole.  Okay.  We will meet back here 

right at one o‟clock.  We‟ve got the visitation from the… we 

are not dismissed yet, guys.  We‟re gonna have visitation from 

the Ladies right at one.  Finish up what we need to do.  Then 

we‟re gonna break and then go into elections.  Okay?  Please 

be back here at one o‟clock. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Hold on, guys. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 On behalf of John McNulty, our Department Commander, we 

are having Pennsylvania Lunch and we would invite all of those 

candidates where there is a contested office to come and make 

their appeal to the Pennsylvania Delegation at our luncheon if 

they so desire to present their case.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Where is your luncheon gonna be held? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 There‟s an alcove off of the Dining Room that the hotel 

has told us we can use.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 It‟s just on the left hand side, just inside the entrance 

to the dining room. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Commander … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yes, Danny. 
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National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Danny Wheeler, National Quartermaster.  Gentlemen, 

earlier I had asked that the person would come forward that 

took a ninety-one dollar order.  I will tell you, it was two 

Membership Cards, two Credentials, National and Department, 

two Membership Badges, and four Service Numerals.  I need to 

see them to, to verify some things on this order.  If they 

could just meet me in the back of the room, I‟d appreciate it 

please. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 See you at thirteen hundred. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

(lunch break) 

 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay could I have the Brothers from the Department of 

Indiana meet me west of the Alter, please?   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  Commander, it gives me great pleasure to present 

to you this Charter for the John B. Anderson Camp Number 223, 

Department of Indiana.  And the Brothers that have formed 

this, the names that are on your original Charter are:  

Caldwell, McClure, McClure, Caldwell, Coffman, and Coffman.  

Is this a family thing? 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So I do want to present this Charter to you and 

congratulations and I‟m looking forward to the Camp being very 

prosperous within the Order.  Thank you very much, guys. 

Encampment 

 (applause and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers this one accidentally got omitted this 

morning.  And Don, I don‟t mean to steal your thunder, so 

don‟t put me on report.  Besides, I‟m a general, you‟re a 

colonel.  This is from the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War National Military Department, “to all to whom these 

presence shall come greetings.  Whereas the Rockford Zouves of 

Rockford, State of Illinois, has voluntarily enlisted as a 

Regiment Unit of the Sons of Veterans Reserve.  Therefore, 

know ye that I do by these presence grant them this 

Certificate of Membership in the Sons of Veterans Reserve, the 
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National Military Department, Sons of Union Veterans of the 

Civil War.  This Certificate to continue in force until 

revoked by the National Military Department, Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War”.  Given under my hand and seal this 

3
rd
 day of August, 2009 at Sabina, Ohio, Brigadier General 

Robert E. Grim Commanding.  Donald Eugene Darby, Adjutant.  Is 

there a representative from the Zouves here? 

Several 

 Yes, sir.  

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, while we‟re waiting on the Ladies of the Allied 

Orders to visit us, we‟ll continue on. I do know that the 

Ladies Auxiliary said they‟ll probably be around, right around 

fourteen hundred because there‟s some procedures they are 

required to do according to their regulations right after 

lunch and so forth.  So at this time, I‟d like to open up the 

the floor to New Business.  Any New Business? 

Department of Maryland, Mark Day 

Mark Day, Taylor Wilson Camp, Department of Maryland, 

Lynchburg, Virginia.  I submitted this morning a request for 

monies from the Special Fund to be donated, used to support 

the Civil War Chaplains Museum in Lynchburg, Virginia.  I‟m 

asking that the Encampment support this.  We‟ve put a brochure 

on everybody‟s chair,   I believe everybody should have one, 

about this.  Chaplain Kowalski came down and, and visited 

Lynchburg and has looked over this.  I went with him.  And he 

is endorsing it.  And I‟m looking around for him.  He told me 

he was gonna come and help me out here.  Okay.  So Chaplain 

Kowalski, do you have anything you‟d like to say? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, we have a motion.  Do we have a second? 

Several 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We have a second.  Do we have any discussion? 

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 

 I want to discuss it.  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Who are you? 

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 

 My name is Jerome Kowalski, Department of Illinois, 

National Chaplain.  When I first heard about where this place 

is, I had apprehension, not about the concept of a Chaplains 

Museum, but the fact that it was in Lynchburg, Virginia at 

Liberty University.  The institution founded by Jerry Falwell.  

Those were all immediate stop and take close look.  I believed 

no one.  Like Thomas, I had to put my hands in the wound and I 

went and did just that thing.  I went to Lynchburg, Virginia.  

I met the people involved.  The Director of the Museum, is a 

member of the Camp down there in Lynchburg.  And he‟s an 
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active member.  There are more Union things than there are 

Confederate things.  They are being extremely delicate in the 

way they handled Protestants, Denominations, Catholics, and 

Jews.  You couldn‟t ask for a fairer shake.  Jerry Falwell has 

very definitely a conservative and is not loved by liberal 

press the moral majority.  But there‟s a lot of us like that, 

I guess.  The moral majority took some hits.  But, I was 

impressed by the fact that after the last Presidential 

election, the President of the College, of Liberty University, 

said, “The fighting is over.  He‟s our President now.”  And 

just as Robert E. Lee told his men to go home and be good 

citizens, so this conservative college is saying be good 

Americans and listen to the President.  I am convinced that we 

should support this.  And as Camps, as Departments, as 

individuals, I would encourage that also.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any further discussion?  Okay.  All those in favor, 

signify by raising your cards. 

Several 

 repeat the motion  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Repeat the motion?  The motion to be repeated is, the 

Taylor Wilson Camp Number 10 requests that five hundred 

dollars from the Special Projects Fund be provided to the 

National Civil War Chaplains Museum in Lynchburg, Virginia.   

I‟ll do that one more time.  Any for all those in favor, raise 

your cards.  Down cards.  Opposed?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried.   

Department of Maryland, Mark Day 

 Thank you very much, gentlemen. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any other new business?   

Department of New York, Commander 

Commander, Department of New York.  We‟re, just want to 

do a very quick presentation to the Department of Kentucky.  

in honor of the fact that they finally had another National 

Encampment.  And in Louisville.  And also for the great 

Fireman‟s Parade last night.  You couldn‟t have … 

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of New York, Commander  

… let me tell ya‟.  This is from the New York State Archives 

to the Kentucky Archives.  It‟s a journal of the 1895 

proceedings for the last Encampment here. 

Department of New York, Commander  

 You‟re welcome. 

Encampment 

Page 185



 (applause) 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Commander. Danny Wheeler, Past Commander-in-Chief.  I 

probably should have brought this up under Old Business, but 

it didn‟t come up till lunch time.  So I‟m gonna have to bring 

it up under New Business.  We‟ve got a little conflict with 

the ROTC Program.  And we need to do something different and I 

believe what the problem is, is a lot of members think that 

the ROTC Program is for Army, the Navy, and so forth.  And 

what it is, a Junior ROTC Program for Junior Members.  And 

it‟s through the Air Force.  And I do believe, after talking 

to some members, we need to clear something up and get it on 

the website under the ROTC Program that that‟s what it‟s, has 

been okayed for.  The problem is gonna arrive because some 

members are actually going to colleges and giving them to the 

ROTC Programs there that aren‟t authorized and then sooner or 

later, somebody‟s gonna be wearing one of these on their 

uniforms that is not authorized by the United States 

Government or the Air Force or Army or whatever.  So 

Commander, I suggest that we try to do something to clear that 

up with all the members.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, probably the best thing to do is to would, since we 

don‟t have a Junior ROTC Committee, is to ask the incoming 

Commander-in-Chief to get that information onto the web and 

get it clarified. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief to you, through you, to Past 

Commander-in-Chief Darby, Don, when you, where‟s Don?  you 

were the one that originated this.  My understand was the 

Program was for both.  And the problem is that the Air Force 

is only one so far that has approved it.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Nobody else … 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 And only for Junior ROTC‟s.  That does not preclude the 

presentation to other ROTC Units by us. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 That, that‟s correct.  The Air Force is the only Unit 

that actually said 1) we approve it, and 2) you can wear it on 

your, your uniform.  That does not mean that you can‟t, Army, 

Navy, Marines, present them to it.  They just can‟t wear it on 

their uniform because it‟s not an authorized part of the 

uniform for those branches of the service.   

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 And since this is being presented to Seniors, be they 

high school seniors or college seniors they‟re, it‟s only a 

matter of weeks that they would be wearing it on an ROTC 

uniform.  And ROTC medals are not transferable.  The active 

duty medals  

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 That‟s correct. 
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National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

… uniforms with the, with the exception of the medal that the 

ROTC‟s issues itself to their Cadet of the Year.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right.  Danny, did you have anything else?  Charlie? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Go ahead, Danny. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Well, I just want to say that we, the reason we need to 

get it on the internet is because even when we do present or a 

Camp or whatever presents one of these to a college, it‟s not 

clear.  And I have talked to, in Alabama, the person who is in 

charge of the Air Force ROTC, not the Junior Program, and he 

is against it.  He doesn‟t want it.  So if we go giving these 

people these medals, and I think there‟s gonna be a problem 

down the road.  And I‟m just trying to stop it before it 

starts. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, we can‟t force anybody to take a medal. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 No, but I think if we‟re giving a medal to some place 

that‟s not authorized … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

… by the directors of that program, it just doesn‟t seem to me 

it‟s the right way to go. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Unless we get them to authorize it. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 This is my second time and Commander-in-Chief, all that 

means is they are not authorized to wear it on their uniform.  

It‟s our award.  They have no control over that award.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 …if the commanding officer of the ROTC Unit is willing to 

make a nomination and have us make a presentation, it is our 

presentation…  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 …They may not be able to wear it on a uniform, but they 

still are receiving the medal from us. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right.  Charlie, did you have anything? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Let Brother … 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Well you were up before Brother Fidler was. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Okay.  Brothers you all receive …  Pardon me? 

Indistinguishable 

 We on the same subject? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

   This is the same subject, right?  This has nothing to do 

with ROTC. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Okay, then, I‟m just waiting, okay?  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Fidler? 

Department of Tennessee, Douglas K. Fidler 

 Commander, Captain Doug Fidler, U. S. Air Force Retired, 

Department of Tennessee.  I spent approximately twenty-two and 

a half years in the Air Force involved with awards and 

decorations programs.  Brother Orr is, is correct in the sense 

that this is our award and if we wish to give it, that we can.  

The problem is, on the other end, no Cadet may actually author 

may actually wear any decoration which is not been approved 

and there is a possibility that the ROTC instructors could end 

up with significant heat you know, if they do issue it. The 

other thing is that I think though both positions can be some 

out-balanced.  If we simply put on the website you know, 

stating it, this has only been authorized for wear on the 

uniform.  The third thing quickly is that is that at the two 

ROTC Units that I give it to every year, they‟ve gone to 

freshmen.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

Department of Tennessee, Douglas K. Fidler 

 And also if it‟s issued, those freshmen will wear it.  

That‟s just the way it is.  Thank you, sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  I think the best thing to do is ask the 

incoming Commander-in-Chief get with whoever you deem 

necessary, get that information on the website.  It does need 

to be done.  Okay?   

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief, Past Commander-in-Chief Don Darby.  

When we started this thing, we went for about six months and 

this issue came up.  We received a letter from the Air Force 

ROTC, whoever he was, that authorized them to wear that medal, 

Air Force wide, on their uniform.  Now if Joe Smuckatelli, 

General Joe Smuckatelli from whatever base in Alabama, he 

doesn‟t answer to that guy.  All right.  We can still issue 

it.  It‟s just a matter of whether the young men or women 

would be allowed to wear it on their uniform.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right.  That‟s already been established.  Thanks.  Danny, 
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last time on this one. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 I know I‟m twice.  The other one was a question, 

Commander.  yeah, I‟d just like to say, if there is a letter, 

I would like to see it.  Find it in our archives.  Get me a 

copy of that so I have it.  Okay?  And that we have it on 

files where we can reach it when we need it.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  Leo, leave that up to you.  Is our Ladies 

back there wanting to come in? 

Indistinguishable 

 Yes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 There is? 

Several 

 Yes, a whole group. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Cool.  Right before that.  Can I have the Committees I‟ve 

appointed for visitation to the Ladies Auxiliary and the 

Ladies of the Grand Army please come forward?   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

National Guard, Charles H. Engle, Jr. 

 Commander-in-Chief and all who are present, I‟d like to 

present Barbara Knopke, National President of the Ladies of 

the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Please escort her to the podium. 

Visitation Presenter 

 Sir, I‟d like to present Nancy Conaway, Past National 

President of the Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Visitation Presenter 

 This is Eleanor Lowe, Ladies Grand Army of the Republic. 

Visitation Presenter 

 Commander, like to introduce Janice Corfman, National 

Treasurer and Past National President, Ladies of the Grand 

Army of the Republic. 

Visitation Presenter 

 Commander, I have the great honor to introduce Lynne 

Bury, Past National President of the Ladies of the Grand Army 

and current National Historian. 

Visitation Presenter 

 Phyllis Houston, National Counselor. 

Visitation Presenter 

 Commander, I have the honor of introducing this beautiful 

young lady.  She is Past National President, Opal Nelson, a 

member of the Council for the Ladies of the Grand Army of the 

Republic. 

Visitation Presenter 
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 Commander, Barbara Stone, Junior Vice President, 

Daughters of Union Veterans. 

Department of Michigan, Bruce Butgereit 

 Commander, I introduce a lady of history and of patience, 

Marcia Butgereit, the recently elected to a third term, 

National President of the National Woman‟s Relief Corp, and my 

wife. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Barbara, I‟d like to turn this over to you.   

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

Yes.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Uh huh. 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

 Gentlemen, we appreciate everything that you do and 

working with you.  We appreciate your support, especially for 

the husbands out there, like mine, who gives me strength.  I 

hope you‟ve had a great Encampment.  And I trust that all of 

you will come to Kansas next year.  We want to see ya‟.  It‟s 

a great place.  We‟ll put away the cowboys and Indians for 

those that think they‟re still there.  But come see where it 

all started.  It‟s in Kansas.  I have to tell you your 

Commander-in-Chief is wonderful.  A gentleman, a lot of fun to 

be around.  Well, you know, he is for us.  (chuckle)  It‟s 

been great getting to know him.  And it‟s an honor.  So … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Barbara. 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

… to serve along with you.  And in appreciation, I have a 

little gift and a special gift … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Oh, thank you. 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

… for you that I made.  And you can wear it … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟ll do that. 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

… and remember all the fun times we stood in the rain. 

(laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s true.  That‟s true.  I do hugs. 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

 Okay.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  Thank you, very much. 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

 You‟re welcome. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And our response to be given by Past Commander-in-Chief 

James Pahl. 
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Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Commander-in-Chief through you to the Ladies of the Grand 

Army of the Republic.  We welcome you to our Encampment.  It 

has indeed, so far, been a harmonious Encampment.  We‟ve got a 

lot of work done.  We have a few things left to do.  but we 

greatly anticipate our visit to Kansas next year.  And thank 

you very much for coming.  We look forward to another year of 

working together with all our Allied Orders to accomplish the 

goal of remembering the “boys in blue”, which is what we‟re 

all about here.  Thank you for your activities in support of 

us.  And we pledge our support to you in the coming year. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟m also gonna echo what Past Commander-in-Chief Pahl 

said.  If without the Ladies, we wouldn‟t be here doing what 

we‟re doing right now.  It‟s through your support and I know 

that in past years, there‟s been Olympics back and forth, but 

I know those are all been ironed out now. And we all have to 

…, I‟m won‟t say struggle.  We have to continue to strive to 

work together because if we don‟t, this great heritage that we 

have is gonna be gone.  So we need to go forward and do what 

we are charged to do by our ancestors.   

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

 We have to keep the Union together. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s right.  And I thank you for your patience and 

understanding. 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

 No problem.  I just want to … 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

… congratulate you because you‟re from Ohio. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yes, ma‟am. 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

 So am I. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yes, ma‟am. 

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And if you know, we‟re ahead of Pennsylvania. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you very much, Barb. 

LGAR National President, Barbara Knopke 

 Thanks. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Commander-in-Chief, you have to other organizations 

represented there that you probably should bring up to the 

podium. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 Yes.  Can I have the other representatives from the other 

organizations with us today to come up please? 

Several 

 Commander.  Commander.  Commander.  Commander. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yes, yes, yes. 

Several 

 They‟re leaving. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You‟re not, are you leaving?  You‟re not staying, waiting  

for this?  Let‟s let them work it out.   

Indistinguishable (female) 

 Whatever you want.  We can stay. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 It‟s up to you.  You‟re the boss. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Indistinguishable (female)  

 We‟ll sit tight. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

DUVCW, Barbara Stone 

 Dear Brothers, Sisters, and guests.  I extend greetings 

to you from the National Department, Daughters of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War, 1861 – 1865.  It has been an honor 

to represent the DUVCW at various events.  I enjoy crossing 

paths with the other heads of the Allied Orders during the 

past year.  We met at Remembrance Day, the Lincoln Tomb 

Ceremony, and the Re-dedication of the Lincoln Memorial, their 

traditional Memorial Day Ceremony, and Department Convention.  

Last week, the Daughters held their 119
th
 National Convention 

in South Portland, Maine.  Next year, we will gather in 

Springfield, Illinois to celebrate the formation of the 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 125 years ago.  

Thanks to Barbara Stone, National Chief of Staff, 2008 – 2009, 

for serving as my representative.  I wish for you a harmonious 

and successful Encampment.  In fraternity, charity, and 

loyalty, Judy Rice Frohm, National President, 2008 – 2009, 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 1861 – 1865.  

Also, on behalf of our newly elected and installed National 

President, Betty Ann Turner, she wished for me to bring 

greetings to the Encampment as she could not be here.  And I 

have a gift, Brother David, from Judy Frohm and a gift from 

Sister Betty Ann. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, very much. 

DUVCW, Barbara Stone 

 You‟re welcome. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  And again I want to say like I did before.  

If it weren‟t for the Ladies, we wouldn‟t be doing what we‟re 

doing and it is a necessary requirement that we all work 
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together to preserve this great heritage that we have. 

DUVCW, Barbara Stone 

 Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And it‟s Ladies like you that are helping us do that. 

DUVCW, Barbara Stone 

 Thank you.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.   

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Woman’s Relief Corp, Marcia K. Butgereit 

 As the President of the Woman‟s Relief Corp, breaking 

history this year, being the first one to ever in our history 

of 127 years to be elected for three terms in a row.  I have 

dedicated myself to, and to use an old cliché, “get back to 

the basics”.  We have, in our organization, the Allied Orders, 

such a phenomenal work before us.  And it takes every one of 

our organizations to accomplish that work.  There was a time 

when the Women‟s Relief, Woman‟s Relief Corp had more than two 

hundred and twenty thousand members.  In the 20‟s, 1920‟s.  

More than thirty-five hundred Corps across the country.  I 

won‟t tell you our numbers now, but they‟re very, very low.  

But at one time, the Sons were at a very low brink, and a time 

almost that the brink of extinction from what I understand, 

and look at you today.  What a group. wow.  Course I‟ve 

recognized a lot of these folks from the different places 

we‟ve been.  And I‟m hoping that all of us working together 

can do what we‟ve been charged to do by those men in blue.  

Remember the, the sacrifices take care of our Veterans and 

those who serve today in today‟s wars.  And there‟s one more 

thing I need to do before I say my greeting line, and that‟s 

to thank you, Sons of Union Veterans, for something that you 

did for us.  The Charitable Foundation of your wonderful 

Organization gave us a gift, to help us with what we do in 

perpetuating the memory of the, the “boys in blue”.  And 

that‟s our museum.  We built that in 1963, as a memorial to 

the GAR during the Centennial of the Civil War.  And this 

year, in, on the eve of the sesqui-centennial we are very 

pleased to thank you for your gift to us in helping with the 

finances there.  In addition, I would like to say, not what so 

many do.  I know you‟ll have a good convention, a good 

Encampment, excuse me.  But, I hope that it‟s productive.  

That what you do is done always in the back of your mind, 

remembering what the sacrifices were of those who started this 

whole thing in the first place.  And with that, I give my 

final greetings and I thank you.  And another hug.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thanks, Marsha.  Brothers, would you please join me in 

giving a round of applause to all these wonderful Ladies and 

the work that they‟re doing? 

Encampment 
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 (applause)(applause in unison) 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Those composing the Fraternal Relations, they‟re excused 

to go ahead and, and take visitation to their Organization on 

our behalf.  Chaplain Jerry.   

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 

 Jerome Kowalski, Department of Illinois, National 

Chaplain.  two announcements I‟d like to make.  First, before 

I forget, seven o‟clock tomorrow morning, non-denominational 

church service in the Hancock Room.  Secondly, after the final 

meeting of this Encampment this afternoon, after the elections 

are held, the Chaplains in attendance will meet in this corner 

very briefly, for just a few announcements and communication.  

After the meeting, very briefly there, thirty minute church 

service tomorrow morning at seven.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  Charlie, did you have anybody?  What, no one 

else out there? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Is there someone out there?   

Department of California and Pacific, Charles W. Mabie 

 Commander, Charlie Mabie Commander, Department of 

California / Pacific.  We are in the midst of the 21
st
 Century 

and technology is our friend.  And I when I look upon all the 

wonderful forms and things we have on the website, we 

discussed this last year in Boston.  The Eagle Scout 

Certificate and I think a letter program needs to be added to 

our electronic documents.  Whether it‟s something that Camps 

can pay a licensing fee for, to get a password to be able to 

print out a high quality document that you fill in the names 

and information.  It certainly would be good.  But the fact 

that for a Department that sends out a thousand Eagle Scout 

Certificates a year, it is cumbersome.  It is costly.  I‟m not 

sure how everyone fulfills that, but I think the fact that you 

can even get SVR Membership Cards online to print out and fill 

out, it would seem like the Eagle Scout Certificate …  Someone 

mentioned to me while, couldn‟t someone do something 

fraudulently?  What could you fraudulently do with an Eagle 

Scout Certificate other than disqualify yourself from being an 

Eagle Scout?  So I would ask that the Organization, that we 

look at putting those out.  A way to do those electronically, 

online, for consistency, for quality, to make sure that it‟s 

going out to everyone and that be done in an easy manner to 

facilitate those Camps and Departments that are putting out 

large quantities of them. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.   

Department of California and Pacific, Charles W. Mabie 

 Yeah, I would move that we do that. 

Several 
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 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  It‟s been properly moved and second that we put 

the Eagle Scout Certificate on the website for download to 

used as applicable for the Department and Camps.  We‟ll open 

to discussion. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brother Commander-in-Chief through you to Brother 

Charlie.  Would you accept a friendly amendment that it be 

password protected?  That only our Organization would have 

access to that so that we could print that off? 

Department of California and Pacific, Charles W. Mabie 

 Yes, and, even in the event that, for those who are more 

technological savvy, would know that maybe there‟s even a form 

that you could type the names while it‟s online and then 

print.  you could do something like that and maybe if a fee 

does have to be assessed, because now the National 

Quartermaster does collect for the pre-done forms.  I‟m sure 

something could be worked out.  But once again, I think for 

quality and consistency purposes, we should be able to do 

something. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yeah.  Danny. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Are you waiting for comments on after the second or what, 

sir? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟ll entertain any kind of comment you want to give me, 

Danny. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Okay.  I just didn‟t want to get out of line.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟ll let you know. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Okay.  Danny Wheeler, Past Commander-in-Chief, National 

Quartermaster.  I have a problem with what I‟m hearing.  The 

reason is, is number one, I‟m worried about quality.  Some 

people have good printers.  Some people don‟t.  We have a very 

good color on that.  Also, the National Order, as most of you 

know, has bought the Quartermaster‟s Store a printer.  So that 

they can be printed in a proper manner.  They are going out to 

Boy Scouts who someday might be Sons of Union Veterans or 

maybe a President of the United States.  Who knows.  But what 

I‟m saying to you people, we need to keep the quality of what 

we have.  Now with this machine, and I‟ve been doing some 

figuring over the weekend.  I can buy the proper paper, three 

hundred sheets for five ninety-five.  I have figured out at 

four thousand copies on the ink cartridges that is in the 

printer, I believe we can drop this price to about twenty-five 

cents instead of what it is.  And you‟re still gonna get the 

quantity and the quality that we need.  So, please take that 

into effect when you vote.  Thank you. 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Are, are you going to respond to that or did Charlie have 

something to rebuttal? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Response?  Okay. 

Department of California and Pacific, Charles W. Mabie 

 Just out of, out of due respect for the National 

Quartermaster, I understand about the quality issue.  But if 

you are, if you go and do some bean counting on the book.  I 

mean, if you looked at the fact that we put out a thousand of 

„em, and then you would see how many dollars were received 

from my Department, from all the Camps that are putting „em 

out there, and even nationwide.  If you printed out eight 

hundred of „em last year and we handed out ten thousand 

nationally, the people are doing it on their own anyway.  So I 

think we should find a way that we could balance that out.  I 

know our Camps are violating rules by not doing that, but the 

reality is that they‟re not taking advantage of it.  I don‟t 

know if it‟s doing us any good to have someone just make 

something up on their own.  And to, then to put it out there. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Danny, did you have something to say? 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Well, the only thing I have to say and I think Brother 

Orr might help me out on this than, it‟s coming off the top of 

my head.  But I do believe there is rulings that say we‟re not 

supposed to be printing the forms of the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War.   Thank you, Brother Orr, for the 

help on this. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

Danny is correct.  Our documents are all copywrited and we 

have not given the right to the Camps and Departments to 

duplicate copywrited documents.  So every time they print 

that, or photo copy it, they are violating the laws of this 

Nation and they are violating our Rules and Regulations.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Okay.  We still have a motion on the floor with a 

second.  I‟m just wondering …   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

I‟ll tell you what.  I think the probably the best course 

of action …  Joe, did you want to say something on this? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No, I‟m gonna wait.  I think probably the best course of 

action to take on this and Rich let me know if we‟re right and 

I‟d like to refer this to the Programs and Policy Committee to 

do a study on that and report back to the Council of 

Page 196



Administration to report back at the next National Encampment 

with how we should proceed on doing this. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Since you have a motion on the floor, you can‟t just 

simply direct it.  But I will move you that we table this 

motion for the time being and refer it to the … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

… Program and Policy Committee or Communications Technology.  

Whichever those is your pleasure.  and a motion to table 

supersedes the existing motion, so … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  We have a motion to table.  Do we have a second? 

Indistinguishable 

 Second. 

Department of California and Pacific, Charles W. Mabie 

 I would withdraw the motion. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You‟re gonna withdraw? 

Department of California and Pacific, Charles W. Mabie 

 I withdraw the motion pending. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Pending the, the action I take?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 And see that James Hanby is out on a visitation, so I can 

assign „em all kinds of stuff.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Is this something new, Charlie? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Yeah, it‟s… 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Hold on.  With that in mind, we‟re gonna table 

this motion and assign this task to the Programs and Policy 

Committee to research and then report back. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Got to take, well, we‟ve got a motion, it‟s been 

seconded.  any discussion on the motion? 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Commander? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Did the microphone go out? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Actually, you could just forward it to the Program and 

Policy since there‟s no, it‟s a motion to… 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Danny. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 
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 Commander, I know I shouldn‟t be up here at this moment. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 But anyway, I need to add one thing.  If you‟re copying a 

document, you have to remember we use special papers for those 

documents.  Is everyone gonna buy the special paper? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Jim? 

 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Brother Commander, I rise to a point of order as the 

Parliamentarian of the group.  The motion has been withdrawn.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Right. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 There‟s nothing on the floor.  The discussion is now out 

of order. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 So like, the table is out of order and everything now?  

It‟s OBE? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 He withdrew the motion. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Works for me.  I love a plan.  Charlie? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Okay.  I‟ve been trying to start this conversation for a 

while.  On your chair, you‟ll find this thing from Department 

of Georgia, asking for us to consider this.  There‟s a number 

of things.  I, I had the pleasure to go down there last year 

and install this Department.  They‟re a new Department and I 

know there may be some concerns if they can, can do the 

properly or not.  They have not been to a lot of National 

Encampments, but you know I truly believe in that period of 

time they can get something righteous together.  Will you take 

a look here what is to offer there?  How long has it been 

since we‟ve been to Atlanta as an Organization?  Anybody know?  

Have we ever been to Atlanta?   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Sherman has. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Yeah, yeah, 1864.  That‟s when we were in … 

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Eight, 1864 we were in Atlanta.  Yes.  I was there.  It 

is a great place to have an Encampment, I‟ll tell you that.  I 

mean, there‟s a lot to do.  They‟ve got a great cyclorama 

there.  And if you‟ve never, how many have ever been to the 

cyclorama in Gettysburg?  Okay.  I mean, the new one, since 

they refurbished it?  Have you been out there?  You know how 
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they have a diorama there?  Atlanta‟s the one that started 

this thing.  And you actually sit on a bleachers and you‟re 

rotated around when they talk about it.  And then the, the guy 

comes up or the Park Ranger comes up and then she explains 

everything that you saw there and there‟s some interesting 

little things I won‟t tell ya‟.  But there‟s a host of other 

things to do there.  There‟s Kennesaw Mount which is right 

close. I was wondering if Brother Peterson can come up and, 

and, and say a few words here.  He is the Commander for the 

Department of Georgia / South Carolina.  

Department of Georgia & South Carolina, Eric B. Peterson  

 Thank you, Charlie.  We just want, we understand that 

there would be a real concern about us being a young 

Department and I really wish Brother Brad Quinlan was here.  

He wanted to be here, but he went down with Spinal Meningitis, 

almost died last week.  So I‟m a poor substitute, to address 

this with you, but I‟ll do the best I can.  As Charlie said, 

we have a lot of great things to offer in that venue.  But I‟m 

gonna address the concerns about us being a new Department 

because I don‟t blame you if you‟re concerned about that, six 

years ago Brother Steve Michaels got me into this.  Because I 

moved, I was his Department Junior Vice Commander in 

Wisconsin.   And I moved with my job to Atlanta and shortly 

after that, Steve said, “You know what?  We need a Camp down 

in Georgia”.  Well, that was six years ago.  Now we have four 

Camps and a Department.  That‟s the kind of go getters that we 

have.  And as you all saw today, I don‟t want to brag.  When I 

was in the Army, I had a Commanding General who said, “It 

ain‟t bragging if you did it”.  But we had Sixty-five percent 

increase in membership last year.  We‟ve got a lot of good 

programs going forward.  When we first tried to start, it‟s 

amazing to me the parallels in history.  There was a Camp 

McPherson once upon a time in Georgia.  It failed in 1996.  We 

have some of those members back in the fold.  Today they vowed 

never to let the SUV leave Georgia ever again.  Brad Quinlan‟s 

one of those members.  Our people are fired up about it.  We 

got a lot of slack at first from some of the more vehement 

pro-Confederate folks when we got to Georgia.  Those relations 

are improving, so much so that the Town of Marietta has 

literally rolled out the red carpet when we brought this 

proposal to them.  And they said anything that you need, we 

can provide it.   

Indistinguishable 

 …burning down again. 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina, Eric B. Peterson

 Yeah.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina, Eric B. Peterson 

 Sherman‟s headquarters is not far from the hotel we‟re 

proposing to use.  And if anybody wants to make Sherman 

neckties, the Rail Road Depot‟s right down there, too, so … 
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Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina, Eric B. Peterson  

… we can do that.  Um… Marietta National Cemetery is only a 

few blocks from the hotel.  It has a wonderful rostrum that 

was erected by the GAR, I believe in 1926.  National Chaplain 

Kowalski, I think, would look wonderful delivering a, a 

ceremony up there.  But there‟s ten thousand of our Union 

Veterans buried at that National Cemetery and we just want to 

honor them in this way at the Sesqui-Centennial of the Atlanta 

campaign.  Tell ya‟ how that cemetery got stared.  Early, 

during the war in 1861, the man that owned the land Mr. Cole, 

was approached by the Confederate Government to donate that 

land for their State, their new State Capital.  And he refused 

to give it to „em.  And he had made the statement, “I can find 

better use for this land”.  After the war, he approached 

General Thomas and donated the land for the National Cemetery 

on one condition, that his family could also be buried there.  

So the Cole family are the only civilians buried in that 

cemetery.  With the exception of a couple of Army surgeons.  

So we can do this to paraphrase General Sherman, “I think we 

can make this march and make Georgia howl”.  Thank you for 

your time. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.   

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 Brothers, if you‟re interested in going to Georgia, I 

suggest we won‟t have this opportunity for fifty more years.  

This is the 150
th
 Anniversary we‟re looking at here.  Um… if 

you‟re interested, let the Committee know so that they can 

make plans and, and, and help to select a place.  Thank you. 

Department of Ohio, James H. Houston, Jr. 

 Commander, Jim Houston, Past Commander, Department of 

Ohio, Chairman of National Encampment Site Committee.  I‟m 

pleased to always have Departments approach the Committee for 

a potential of hosting the National Encampment.  That, of 

course, includes Georgia / South Carolina.  However, I must 

remind the, the folks that the Site Committee has the 

responsibility of making the final determination on the site 

of future National Encampments.  And as such, we go through an 

exhaustive review of proposals for any year of future National 

Encampments.  And we generally don‟t decide on an Encampment 

more than three years ahead because the Committees change, 

people move, people die, people get discouraged with the Sons 

of Union Veterans, unfortunately.  So, we want to make sure 

that we continue the process of exhaustive review of the 

proposal in terms of the site, the cost, the transportation, 

and local and getting to the proposed site.  So, I just want 

to be cautionary that while we certainly will consider the 

Page 200



proposal of Georgia / South Carolina, we do have others.  For 

example, we have several others for the year 2014.  At this 

point, we are just encouraging them to keep in contact with 

us.  We‟re informing them as to what the requirements would 

be.  Because as you may understand, and certainly Keith 

Karcher can tell you, it‟s a major undertaking to host a 

National Encampment.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  Any other new business? 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina, Eric B. Peterson

 One thing, Commander-in-Chief.  Just one thing Mr. 

Commander-in-Chief and I just want to address Brother Houston.  

We‟re not doing this out of any disrespect for the Committee.  

We just want to address any concerns that there might be about 

us being a new Department.  And, of course, we expect to be 

under the jurisdiction of the Committee and also to submit to 

whatever decision the Committee decides to make.  Should they 

choose another Department, we will support the National 

Encampment regardless of what Department gets the Encampment 

in 2014.  So this, this little speech today is really just for 

informational purposes.  Thank you for your time. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  Any other new business?  Any other new 

business? 

Department of Maryland, Steven Hammond 

 Dave, are you going to be doing anything for the …  

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I can‟t hear you unless you‟re at the microphone.  We 

don‟t even know who you are, Steve Hammond from Maryland. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Maryland, Steven Hammond 

 Then what‟s the point? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 They need to hear ya‟ on tape. 

Department of Maryland, Steven Hammond 

 My question was, Steve Hammond, Past Department 

Commander, Department of Maryland.  My question was, will you 

have a time open for issues for the good of the Order or 

should we be bringing them up now? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No, that comes under the issues of good of the Order.   

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟m not there yet.   

Department of Maryland, Steven Hammond 

 That‟s why I asked. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Could I ask Keith Karcher to please rise.  Would 

you is any of your Site Committee here?  Your host Committee?   
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Department of Kentucky, Keith G. Karcher 

 Spread out.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Would you ask them, the, the Department of Kentucky 

please rise?  Brethren, look around you.  These are the 

Brothers who put on this wonderful Encampment.  And I know 

I‟ve had a good time here.  I think you have, too. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Any announcements you want to make?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Come on up. 

Department of Kentucky, Keith G. Karcher 

 I‟m hoping everybody had a great time, in spite of Senior 

Vice Commander Kennedy‟s charade with the fire alarm last 

night.  I told him not to do it.  Anyway, I, I did want to 

explain a little about what we did here.  of course you‟ve 

noticed the horse.  this was the Best of Show winner for the 

Gallopalusia (phonetic) Competition that they had here in 

town.  And it was done by Brother Danny Colon.  If you get a 

chance to go inside the vendor and display room, you probably 

met him, hocking his wares, and by the luck of his employer 

who were the ones who sponsored the horse they went ahead and  

since they were moving it to the State Fair which is here next 

week across the street he convinced them to bring it down here 

since it was all about Lincoln, our Encampment was all about 

Lincoln.  they went ahead and, and brought it down here for 

us, so I just wanted to acknowledge Thornton Lowell did a 

whole lot.  They gave us water and energy drinks helped with  

offsetting some of our printing costs. they were a great 

corporate sponsor and Brother Danny Colon really deserves a 

lot of credit for that.  with getting them on board with 

helping us.  I will let everybody know we have Encampment 

medals.  they‟re ten dollars.  I think Brother Dan has some of 

the leftovers inside the display and vendor room.  So if 

anybody‟s interested in picking up some more of the Encampment 

medals they‟re going for ten dollars.  And then of course the 

Two Lincolns for Two Lincolns - ten dollars gets you a chance 

on the very first minting of the medal and the very first 

print of the Lincoln Print.  And if anybody has not picked up 

their banquet tickets, please check back there with the table 

and make sure that everybody who‟s supposed to eat tonight 

gets to eat.  we will have a small memorial service, kind of 

an informal tour of Cave Hill, which will be at ten a.m. 

tomorrow morning.  you, it‟s kinda a voluntary thing.  If you 

feel like going down there, there‟s a lot of history down 

there.  A lot of generals, officers monuments down there in 

Cave Hill.  in fact, it has the oldest Civil War Monument down 

there, the 32
nd
 Indiana Monument.  let‟s see as Brother Jerome 

said, the church service will be seven a.m. inside the Hancock 

Room.  And the Council of Administration, that is the room 
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that it has been moved to.  And that will be a eight a.m.  So 

I think I‟ve covered just about everything.  It‟s been great.  

We‟ve had a great weekend.  I can‟t tell ya‟ how much it warms 

my heart to see all my Brothers and, and Sisters here.  It‟s, 

it‟s really been a pleasure having everybody here.  Thanks a 

lot. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Ken, what room we have?  Ken.  What room? 

National Signals Officer, Ken L. Freshley 

 Commander, Room 473. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Following the banquet tonight, there will be a 

gathering of highly spiritual and comradery substance up in 

Room 473.  Okay.  At this time, the, the Ladies of the 

Auxiliary aren‟t here yet.  We‟ll go ahead and take about a 

ten minute break. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Fourteen-ten please. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

(break) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  I want to give a two minute warning.  If somebody 

wants to be courteous enough to open up the door and say any 

Brothers outside better come in because they‟re getting to 

secure the hatch and set circle x-ray. 

Indistinguishable 

 What did he just say? 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay Brothers.  Guard and Guards, secure the doors.  

We‟ll try to get through this so that nobody has to step 

behind the Department Flags like we had to do this a couple of 

years ago.  I‟d like to call upon the Credentials Committee 

for a final report. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Indistinguishable 

 Commander, the Chief of Staff is locked out. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 Well I‟ll tell you what.  Why don‟t you let him come down 

the center isle to the first microphone available and ask, 

have him report to the Encampment why he‟s late. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Chief of Staff … 

Encampment 

 (applause in unison) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We are so glad you can join us.   

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Okay.  The Credentials Committee Report and I‟ll just 

report right off hand.  Compared to last year, we‟ve had very 

little problems and everything seems to balance out, so, here 

we go.  California and Pacific… I‟ll just start out, we‟ve had 

a total of two hundred and nine people register.  Two hundred 

and five said that they were staying, so two hundred and five 

is the number that we‟re basing this on.  The other four got 

their gift bags and left.  California and Pacific has fifteen 

present:  one Department Commander, three Past Department 

Commanders, eleven Delegates.  Colorado & Wyoming, one 

present, and that‟s a Past Department Commander.  Connecticut, 

one present, Delegate.  Florida, seven present:  Department 

Commander, one Past Department Commander, and five Delegates.   

 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Georgia and South Carolina, three present:  one 

Department Commander, two Delegates.  Illinois, nine present:  

one Department Commander, three Past Department Commanders, 

five Delegates.  Indiana, thirteen present:  three Past 

Commanders-in-Chiefs, one Department Commander, two Past 

Department Commanders, seven Delegates.  Iowa, five present:  

one Department Commander, four Delegates.  Kansas, nine 

present:  one Department Commander, four Past Department 

Commanders, four Delegates.  Kentucky, they‟re maxed out on 

Delegates.  They, twenty-four present:  one Department 

Commander, six Past Department Commanders, four Delegates, 

thirteen Alternates.  Maine‟s not present.  Maryland, eighteen 

are present:  one Past Commander-in-Chief, one Department 

Commander, six Past Department Commanders, and ten Delegates.  

Massachusetts, ten are present:  one Department Commander, 

four Past Department Commanders, five Delegates.  Michigan, 

twelve present:  one Past Department Commander-in-Chief, one 

National Officer not previously Past Department Commander, one 

Department Commander, two Past Department Commanders, seven 

Delegates.  Missoura, or Missouri for those that like to say 

it that way. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 
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National Chief of Staff, D. Brad Schall 

Mostly other people.  I say “Missoura”.  Thirteen:  one 

Department Commander, four Past Department Commanders, eight 

Delegates.  Nebraska, three are present:  one Past Department 

Commander, two Delegates.  New Hampshire, one present as a 

Delegate.  New Jersey, two are present, both Past Department 

Commanders.  New York, four are present:  one Past Commander-

in-Chief, one Department Commander, one Past Department 

Commander, one Delegate.  North Carolina, one present, one as 

Department Commander.  Ohio, twenty-five are present:  one 

Commander-in-Chief, four Past Commanders-in-Chief, one 

National Officer not previously a Department Commander, 

Department Commander, six Past Department Commanders, twelve 

Delegates.  Oklahoma, absent.  Pennsylvania, ten present:  

three Past Commanders-in-Chiefs, one Department Commander, one 

Past Department Commander, five Delegates.  Rhode Island, 

eight present:  one Department Commander, four Past Department 

Commanders, three Delegates.  Tennessee, four present:  two 

Past Department Commanders and two Delegates.  Texas, one 

present as a Past Department Commander.  Vermont, absent.  

Wisconsin, four present:  one Past Commander-in-Chief, one 

Department Commander, two Delegates.  Camps-at-Large, none 

present.  National Members-at-Large, two present, two 

Delegates.  We have a total of one Commander-in-Chief, 

fourteen Past Commanders-in-Chiefs, two National Officers not 

previously Department Commanders, eighteen Department 

Commanders, fifty-four Past Department Commanders, a hundred 

and three Delegates, and thirteen Alternates present, for a 

total of two hundred and five.  That ends the Credentials 

Report.  Thanks a lot to my Committee.  They kept me straight 

and honest the whole time. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 James Pahl, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Microphone. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Is that working?  It‟s working now.  James Pahl, Past 

Commander-in-Chief.  For a point of information you‟ve 

reported more members present for the Department of Kentucky 

than they have apparent voting strength.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Yes, sir. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 From my count, they‟re allowed eleven votes if they are 

all present.  Is that correct? 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Yes, and thirteen are listed as Alternates. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 So they‟re only allowed eleven votes?   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 
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 Eleven votes.  Yes. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Thank you.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

  My line of question is along that line.  It‟s kinda, it 

isn‟t a Credentials question so much as a question for the 

Commander-in-Chief.  How do we know all those people are in 

this room? 

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 

 Everybody who‟s not here, raise your hand up. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 There, there‟s a reason I ask that.  We have five very 

well qualified men and I presume that this race is gonna be 

very close for the Council of Administration seats.  And, you 

know, it, I would hate to see it come down to a point where 

we‟re splitting hairs at the end going, well, they may have it 

over… 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Charlie, I‟ll answer that.  If the Department, the 

Department of Kentucky has eleven votes, I‟m assuming that the 

Department at their Annual Encampment voted the Delegates and 

the Alternates to attend.  If a Delegate is not in the room, 

then there‟s an Alternate that will automatically move to his 

spot.  

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 That, that‟s correct.  That‟s for Kentucky. I‟m talking 

about other Departments in here.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Other Departments within their voting strength. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 I know, but they aren‟t in this room, to vote. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I am not gonna open up that door. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Commander-in-Chief, you have no choice. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 Because you cannot have someone casting a vote for 

someone who is not in this room. 

Indistinguishable 

 That‟s a fact. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 What are you saying?  Is there someone that is running 

for office outside here? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 What we‟re saying is we cannot verify that the number of 

people that are listed here as being registered are actually 

in this room to vote.  What we‟re asking for is, what is the 
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voting strength, by Department, in this room, right now? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 But you just did that, didn‟t you? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 The only way you could … 

Indistinguishable 

 We gotta‟ have roll call. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 No.  That‟s not, he gave us what is registered. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 The only thing you can do, you can do it one of two ways.  

And what we did last year, you simply ask the Department 

Commanders to stand up and verify how many they have the 

Chairman of the Delegation how many they actually have in the 

room currently, because … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 By Department? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 By Department.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 That‟s the simplest way to do it. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Well you‟re gonna (indistinguishable). 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Let‟s go ahead and call it by Department. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief, Past Commander-in-Chief Don Darby.  

Before you do that, before you ask for that thing, you going 

to have, we have Brothers from Ohio scattered all over the 

room.  We‟re gonna have to get together, give, and give you a 

count. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟ll tell you what.  What I think the easiest way to do 

that, instead of mumbling and jumbling, everybody going all 

over the place, I‟m gonna ask, we‟re go by roll of the 

Departments.  That Department Commander stands up.  All those 

members in that Department stand up at that time.  Then they 

can verify.  I don‟t want anybody else popping up and down out 

of seats.  Yes, Charlie? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles E. Kuhn 

 There, there may be an easier way to solve this.  On the 

first vote, have the secretary write it down as it‟s going.  

Just have the people hold their voting cards up.  You didn‟t 

get a voting card unless you registered.  And you don‟t have a 

voting card here if you‟re in the, if you aren‟t in the room.  

So, whenever they call for the Department of California and 

Pacific, they hold up their voting cards and you just count 
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„em.  They have ten votes, they‟re entitled to ten votes or 

whatever they have. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Tell you what, Department of California and 

Pacific.  Department Commander stand please.   

Department of California and Pacific 

 Sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Department of California stand please.  Go ahead and 

count „em. 

Department of California and Pacific 

 Department of California and Pacific has all fifteen 

members present. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Colorado / Wyoming? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 One. 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming 

 We‟re all there. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Yep. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Connecticut? 

Department of Connecticut 

 Here. 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 One.  Florida?  Seven.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Georgia / South Carolina?   

Department of Georgia / South Carolina 

 All three of us are here. 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Illinois? 

Indistinguishable 

 Illinois has… 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  So they‟re off one?  Indiana?  I need more than 

one total.  Eleven.  we missing any?  Have a seat.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Count of eleven for Indiana.  Eleven.  Iowa?   

Department of Iowa 

 Iowa, Commander.   

Page 208



Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 We‟ve got five present.  That‟s right.  Kansas.  Nine, 

okay.  Kentucky?  That are Delegates and Past Commanders and 

Past Department Commanders.  Eleven. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Did you count eleven?  It was twelve that stood up.  Wait 

another count. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Eleven.  Maine?  They didn‟t have any.  Maryland?  I 

count fifteen.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Fifteen.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Massachusetts?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Ten.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Ten.  Michigan?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Don, stand on this chair. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Department of Michigan 

 We have our twelve. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Eleven.  Twelve.     

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Okay.  Missoura.  Missouri?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Eleven.  Are there twelve?  Twelve.  

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 What‟s the number? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Twelve.   

Indistinguishable 

 Correction in Maryland.  We have sixteen. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Stand up again.  What‟s the name of your State?  I count 

fifteen.   

Indistinguishable 

 I count fifteen, too. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

I still count fifteen.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Page 209



Nebraska?  Two. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Two.   

Indistinguishable 

Two. 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

New Hampshire‟s …  New Hampshire?  One.  New Jersey?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Two. 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Two.  New York?   

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Four.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Four.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

North Carolina?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

One.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

One.  Ohio?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Have to take my shoes off.  I count, I got twenty-two.  

Okay.  What did you get?  Yeah. What did you get?  I‟ll tell 

you what, you guys in the front row, as you count, sit down, 

okay?  Because some of you aren‟t quite as … no, Ohio stand 

up.  Go through your front row, starting with Past Commander-

in-Chief Greenwalt.  now start with Jim Crane.  Somebody, just 

start there.  And as you call your number, sit down. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 One. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Sit down.  Dick. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Two. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Sit. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Three. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Four. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Five. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Six. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Seven. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Eight. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 
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 Nine. 

Indistinguishable 

 That‟s not nine. 

Indistinguishable 

 (indistinguishable) seven. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Come on. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  This is how we, this is how we won against 

Michigan, so.  Let‟s start this over again.  Ohio, stand up.  

Starting with Jim Crane.  Going that way.  One … 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 One. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Dick. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Two. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Three. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Four. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Five. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Six. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Seven. 

Encampment 

 (laughter & chatter) 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Twelve. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Thirteen.  

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Fourteen. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Fifteen. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Sixteen. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Seventeen. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Eighteen. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Nineteen. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Twenty. 

Department of Ohio, (indistinguishable) 

 Twenty-one. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 
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 That‟s what I counted earlier.  Okay. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 What‟s the number? 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Twenty-one.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Twenty-one.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 Pennsylvania? 

Department of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Ten.  No, it should be ten.   

Indistinguishable 

 Ten. 

Indistinguishable 

 (indistinguishable) eleven. 

Indistinguishable 

 Counting Bud? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Bud.  Eleven.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Well we‟ve only got ten listed.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Yeah, we only…, three Past … 

Indistinguishable 

Afraid so. 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Three Past Commanders-in-Chief, one Department Commander, 

one Past Department Commander, and five Delegates.  That‟s 

ten.   

 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 We‟ll hold on Pennsylvania.  Rhode Island?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Eight.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Okay, eight.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Thank you.  I didn‟t see „em.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Tennesse?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Three.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Should have had four.  Texas?  One.  Vermont, zero.  

Wisconsin?   

Encampment 
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 (chatter) 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Four.  Members-at-Large, one.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Where‟s Bob Heath?  Bob not in here?  Okay.  One.  One.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 There he is.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Okay.  Two.  Okay.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

We‟re waiting on Pennsylvania‟s name call.  Not name 

calling.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

These are the people that registered from Pennsylvania.  

Pennsylvania, please rise and sit down when, when I call your 

name.  Elmer Atkinson?  Okay.  David Demmy?  Albert El?  John 

Gibson?  Charles Kuhn?  John T. McNulty? 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

John M.?  Richard Orr?  And I‟ll call that name last 

because I think these are the two problems and we only have 

ten of „em.  Gary Oswald?  Eric Schmincke?  The only other two 

I got are Nathan Orr?  And Tristan Morrison? 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

I called „em.   

 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Dennis Sosnowski?   

Indistinguishable 

 David. 

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

 It‟s David?   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Department of Pennsylvania, David Sosnowski 

 S – O – S – N – O – W – S – K – I. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert  

Hang on.   

Credentials Committee, Walter E. Busch 

Okay.  Change this to twelve, or eleven.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Found it?  Okay.  Pennsylvania‟s new count.  Eleven.  

Okay.  And we‟ll find out why, who was the yeoman.  

Indistinguishable 

 Thank you. 
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Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Thank you Brother.  If you‟ve never served on it, you 

don‟t know the they go through.  So let‟s give a round of 

applause to the Credentials Committee. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay, Brothers you have, we have already received the 

nominations.  It has been asked three times if there were any 

further nominations.  No more nominations were brought to the 

floor.  Therefore, we will proceed to vote.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

Commander-in-Chief, Richard Orr, Past Commander-in-Chief.  

I would move you with, that where an office is unopposed, the 

Secretary be instructed to cast a single ballot in favor of 

those candidates. 

Indistinguishable 

 Second. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 It‟s been a motion and a second.  Is there any 

discussion?  Hearing none, all those in favor, up cards.  Down 

cards.  Opposed up?  Down. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Motion carried. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Congratulations, Officers and we‟re all looking forward 

to your year.  And by the way Brother Hanby, while you were on 

visitation, they assigned you eleven more items. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

But the Chief of Staff didn‟t write „em down. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 We did.  Okay.  I call on the the Secretary.  I‟ll tell 

you what.  We‟re gonna go ahead and do the first one, which is 

going to be the first seat, three years, for the Council of 

Administration.  By roll of Department.  What‟s the matter, 

Rich? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 How does the delegation know how to cast the Delegation‟s 

vote?   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Oh, you what me to go ahead and read „em off? 
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Past Commander-in-Chief, Richard D. Orr 

 No, they we have to have the Delegation 

(indistinguishable) to vote. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  We‟re, you‟ve heard the nominations for the seats 

on the Council of Administration.  There are five …  Danny? 

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 Go ahead and finish. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 No, you‟re up in front.  You‟re, you‟re moving around too 

much.  Go ahead.   

National Quartermaster, Danny L. Wheeler 

 You‟re gonna caucus, correct? 

Indistinguishable 

 Yeah.  No.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Five Brothers running for the three seats.  There‟s gonna 

be two three-year terms, one one-year term.  I will allow a 

five minute caucus within this room only.  So at this time, 

you may go ahead and caucus.  The Bible will remain open.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

(caucus) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brethren, we‟re gonna go ahead and vote.  This is 

going to be for the three year position on the Council of 

Administration.   

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  We‟ll get started.  Department of California and 

Pacific, with fifteen votes.  

Department of California and Pacific 

Department of California and Pacific casts its fifteen 

votes for Tad Campbell. 

Indistinguishable 

 For who? 

Indistinguishable 

 Tad Campbell, Department of California and Pacific. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Fifteen votes for Tad Campbell.  Department of Colorado 

and Wyoming, one vote. 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming 

The Department of Colorado and Wyoming casts its one vote 

for Tad Campbell. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 
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One vote for Tad Campbell.  Department of Connecticut, 

with one vote. 

Department of Connecticut 

 The Department of Connecticut casts one for Tad Campbell. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 One vote for Tad Campbell.  Department of Florida, with 

seven votes. 

Department of Florida 

 Department of Florida casts seven votes for Tad Campbell. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Seven votes for Tad Campbell.  Department of Georgia and 

South Carolina, with three votes. 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina casts three 

votes for Eric Schmincke. 

 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Three votes for Eric Schmincke.  Department of Illinois, 

with eight votes. 

Department of Illinois 

 Department of Illinois casts eight votes for Tad 

Campbell. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Eight votes for Tad Campbell.  Department of Indiana, 

with eleven votes. 

Department of Indiana 

 Department of Indiana casts eleven votes for Ken 

Freshley. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 What was that? 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Eleven votes for Ken Freshley.   

Indistinguishable 

 Can‟t hear. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Iowa, with five votes.   

Department of Iowa 

Department of Iowa casts their five votes for Brother Ken 

Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Five votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of Kansas, with 

nine votes. 

Department of Kansas 

Department of Kansas votes for Brother Campbell, one 

vote; Brother Shaw, seven votes; Brother Freshley, one vote. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Kansas votes one vote Freshley, one vote Campbell, seven 

votes for Don Shaw.  Department of Kentucky, with eleven 

votes. 

Department of Kentucky 

 Department of Kentucky casts eleven votes for Tad 

Campbell. 
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National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Eleven votes for Tad Campbell.  Department of Maryland, 

with fifteen votes. 

Department of Maryland 

Department of Maryland casts fourteen votes for Brother 

Tad Campbell, one vote for Brother Eric Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Maryland votes fourteen for Tad Campbell and one vote 

for Eric Schmincke.  Massachusetts, with ten votes. 

 

 

Department of Massachusetts 

 Department of Massachusetts casts ten votes for William 

Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Massachusetts with ten votes for Bill Vieira.  Michigan, 

with twelve votes. 

Department of Michigan 

 The Department of Michigan casts twelve votes for Donald 

Shaw. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Michigan, twelve votes for Don Shaw.  Missouri, with 

twelve votes. 

Department of Missouri 

 Department of Missouri casts eleven votes for Ken 

Freshley, one vote for Tad Campbell. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Missouri, eleven votes for Ken Freshley, one vote for Tad 

Campbell.  Nebraska, with two votes. 

Department of Nebraska 

 Nebraska casts two votes for Tad Campbell. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Two votes for Tad Campbell.  New Hampshire, with one 

vote. 

Department of New Hampshire 

 One vote for William Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 New Hampshire casts its one vote for Bill Vieira.  New 

Jersey, with two votes. 

Department of New Jersey 

 Department of New Jersey casts two votes for Eric 

Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 New Jersey has two votes for Eric Schmincke.  New York, 

with four votes. 

Department of New York 

Department of New York casts four votes for Ken Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 New York casts four votes for Ken Freshley.  North 

Carolina, with one vote. 

Department of North Carolina 

North Carolina casts its single vote for Tad Campbell. 
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National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 One vote for Tad Campbell.  Department of Ohio, with 

twenty-one votes. 

Department of Ohio 

Department of Ohio votes twenty-one with Tad Campbell. 

 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Ohio votes twenty-one for Tad Campbell.  Pennsylvania, 

with eleven votes. 

Department of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania votes ten for Eric Schmincke and one for 

Brother Ken Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Pennsylvania casts ten votes …  Say that again?  Ten 

votes for Eric Schmincke and … 

Department of Pennsylvania 

One for Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

One for Ken Freshley.  Thank you.  Rhode Island, with 

eight votes. 

Department of Rhode Island 

 Department of Rhode Island casts six votes for Tad 

Campbell and two votes for Eric Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Rhode Island votes six for Tad Campbell, two for Ken,  

Eric Schmincke?  Okay.  Tennessee, with three votes. 

Department of Tennessee 

Tennessee casts three votes for Eric Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Tennessee with three votes for Eric Schmincke.  Texas, 

with one vote. 

Department of Texas 

Texas stands to the west and casts its vote for Tad 

Campbell. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 One vote for Tad Campbell. Department of Wisconsin, with 

four votes. 

Department of Wisconsin 

Wisconsin votes four for Ken Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Four votes for Ken Freshley.  National Membership-at-

Large? 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 National Membership-at-Large casts two votes for Tad 

Campbell. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Two votes for Tad Campbell.  And that completes the roll. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay.  Brother Tad Campbell has taken this one with over 

ninety-two votes.   
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Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Okay, Brothers, we‟re, the next one after a five minute 

caucus, we will vote for the next three year term.  Five 

minutes. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

(caucus) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  We will now be casting our ballot for the three, 

next three year term on the Council of Administration. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Okay.  We‟ll go through the roll again.  Department of 

California and Pacific, with fifteen votes.  

Department of California and Pacific 

Department of California and Pacific casts fifteen votes 

for Brother Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Fifteen votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of Colorado 

and Wyoming, with one vote. 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming 

Colorado and Wyoming casts its single vote for Brother 

Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

One vote for Ken Freshley.  Department of Connecticut, 

with one vote. 

Department of Connecticut 

 Department of Connecticut casts its one vote for Brother 

William Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 One vote for William Vieira.  Department of Florida, with 

seven votes. 

Department of Florida 

 The Department votes seven votes for Ken Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Seven votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of Georgia and 

South Carolina, with three votes. 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina casts three 

votes for Eric Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Three votes for Eric Schmincke.  Department of Illinois, 

with eight votes. 

Department of Illinois 
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 Department of Illinois casts eight votes for Eric 

Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Eight votes for Eric Schmincke.  Department of Indiana, 

with eleven votes. 

Department of Indiana 

 Department of Indiana casts eleven votes for Ken 

Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Eleven votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of Iowa, with 

five votes.   

Department of Iowa 

Department of Iowa casts their five votes for Brother Ken 

Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Five votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of Kansas, with 

nine votes. 

Department of Kansas 

Department of Kansas, six votes for Brother Shaw, one 

vote for Brother Freshley, one vote for Brother Schmincke, one 

vote Brother Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Six votes for Don Shaw, one vote for Ken Freshley, one 

vote for Bill Vieira, one vote for Eric Schmincke.  Department 

of Kentucky, with eleven votes. 

Department of Kentucky 

 Department of Kentucky casts eleven votes for Ken 

Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Eleven votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of Maryland, 

with fifteen votes. 

Department of Maryland 

Department of Maryland casts fourteen votes for Brother 

Ken Freshley, one vote for Brother Eric Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Fourteen votes for Ken Freshley, one vote for Eric 

Schmincke.  Department of Massachusetts, ten votes. 

Department of Massachusetts 

 Department of Massachusetts casts ten votes for Brother 

Ken Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Ten votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of Michigan, with 

twelve votes. 

Department of Michigan 

 Department of Michigan casts twelve votes for Don Shaw. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Twelve votes for Don Shaw.  Department of Missouri, with 

twelve votes. 

Department of Missouri 

 Department of Missouri casts twelve votes for Ken 

Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 
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 Twelve votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of Nebraska, 

with two votes. 

Department of Nebraska 

 Department of Nebraska casts two votes for Eric 

Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Nebraska has two votes for Eric Schmincke.  Department of 

New Hampshire, with one vote. 

Department of New Hampshire 

 One vote for Ken Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 One vote for Ken Freshley.  Department of New Jersey, 

with two votes. 

Department of New Jersey 

 Two votes for Eric Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Department of New Jersey has two votes for Eric 

Schmincke.  Department of New York, with four votes. 

Department of New York 

Department of New York casts its four votes for Ken 

Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Four votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of North 

Carolina. 

Department of North Carolina 

North Carolina casts its single vote for Ken Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 One vote for Ken Freshley.  Department of Ohio, twenty-

one votes. 

Department of Ohio 

Department of Ohio casts twenty-one votes for Ken 

Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Twenty-one votes for Ken Freshley.  Department of 

Pennsylvania, with eleven votes. 

Department of Pennsylvania 

Department of Pennsylvania votes nine votes for Eric 

Schmincke, one vote for Ken Freshley, and one vote for Brother 

Shaw. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Pennsylvania has nine votes for Eric Schmincke, one vote 

for Ken Freshley, one vote for Don Shaw.  Department Rhode 

Island, with eight votes. 

Department of Rhode Island 

 Department of Rhode Island, eight votes for Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Rhode Island casts eight votes for Ken Freshley?   

Department of Tennessee, with three votes. 

Department of Tennessee 

Tennessee casts three votes for Eric Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Tennessee has three votes for Eric Schmincke.  Department 
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of Texas, with one vote. 

Department of Texas 

Texas casts its vote for Eric Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 One vote for Eric Schmincke.  Department of Wisconsin, 

with four votes. 

Department of Wisconsin 

Wisconsin casts four votes for Ken Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Wisconsin casts four votes for Ken Freshley.  National 

Membership-at-Large, two votes. 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 National Membership-at-Large casts two votes for Ken 

Freshley. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Two votes for Ken Freshley.  That concludes the roll. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Brother Freshley received a hundred and twenty-

nine, is what we got, so.  Congratulations. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, we will now vote for the one year seat on the 

Council of Administration.  Go ahead and sit down, Brothers.  

I would like to have Brother Shaw, Brother Schmincke, and 

Brother Vieira please rise.  Look around and everybody can 

identify who they are.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Which one‟s which? 

 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 This is Brother Vieira. 

Department of Rhode Island, William C. Vieira 

 Bill Vieira, Department of Rhode Island. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Brother Shaw … 

Department of Michigan, Donald W. Shaw 

 Donald Shaw Department of Michigan 

Department of Pennsylvania, Eric J. Schmincke  

 Eric Schmincke, Department of Pennsylvania. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay, Brothers, five minute caucus. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

(caucus) 
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[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  We‟ll now take the roll for the one year seat on 

the Council of Administration. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Barring a tie, this should be the last call of the roll.  

Okay, one more time.  The Department of California and 

Pacific, with fifteen votes.  

Department of California and Pacific 

Department of California and Pacific casts thirteen votes 

for Brother Vieira, two for Brother Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Thirteen votes for Vieira, two for Schmincke.   

Department of California and Pacific 

 Yes. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming, with one vote. 

Department of Colorado and Wyoming 

The Department of Colorado and Wyoming casts its single 

vote for Brother Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

One vote for Vieira.  Department of Connecticut, with one 

vote. 

Department of Connecticut 

 Department of Connecticut casts one vote for Brother 

Vieira. 

 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Connecticut casts one vote for Vieira.  Department of 

Florida, with seven votes. 

Department of Florida 

 Department of Florida casts six votes for Brother Vieira, 

one vote for Brother Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Florida casts six votes for Vieira, one vote for 

Schmincke.  Department of Georgia and South Carolina, with 

three votes. 

Department of Georgia & South Carolina 

 Department of Georgia and South Carolina casts three 

votes for Brother Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Three votes for Brother Schmincke.  Department of 

Illinois, with eight votes. 

Department of Illinois 

 Department of Illinois casts eight votes for Brother 

Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Illinois casts eight votes for Schmincke.  Department of 

Indiana, with eleven votes. 

Department of Indiana 

 Department of Indiana casts nine votes for Brother Shaw, 
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one vote for Brother Schmincke, and one vote for Brother 

Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Indiana casts nine votes for Shaw, one vote for Vieira, 

one vote for Schmincke.  Department of Iowa, with five votes.   

Department of Iowa 

Department of Iowa casts its five votes for Brother 

Donald Shaw. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Iowa casts five votes for Shaw.  Department of Kansas, 

with nine votes. 

Department of Kansas 

Department of Kansas votes eight votes for Brother Shaw, 

one vote for Brother Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Kansas casts eight votes for Don Shaw, one vote for Bill 

Vieira.  Department of Kentucky, with eleven votes. 

Department of Kentucky 

 Department of Kentucky casts eleven votes for Don Shaw. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Kentucky casts eleven votes for Shaw.  Department of 

Maryland, with fifteen votes. 

 

Department of Maryland 

Department of Maryland casts seven votes for Brother 

Vieira, four votes for Brother Shaw, and four votes for 

Brother Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Maryland casts seven votes for Vieira, four votes for 

Shaw, four votes for Schmincke.  Did I get that right?  Okay.  

Department of Massachusetts, with ten votes. 

Department of Massachusetts 

 Massachusetts casts all its ten votes for William Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Massachusetts with ten votes for Vieira.  Department of 

Michigan, twelve votes. 

Department of Michigan 

 The Department of Michigan casts twelve votes for Don 

Shaw. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Michigan with twelve votes for Shaw.  Department of 

Missouri, with twelve votes. 

Department of Missouri 

 Department of Missouri casts eleven votes for William 

Vieira, and one vote for Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 Missouri casts eleven votes for Vieira, one vote for 

Schmincke.  Department of Nebraska, with two votes. 

Department of Nebraska 

 Department of Nebraska casts two votes for Brother 

Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 
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 Nebraska with two votes for Vieira.  Department of New 

Hampshire, with one vote. 

Department of New Hampshire 

 One vote for Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 New Hampshire casts one vote for Vieira.  Department of 

New Jersey, with two votes. 

Department of New Jersey 

 New Jersey casts two votes for Brother Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Two votes for Schmincke.  Department of New York, four 

votes. 

Department of New York 

Department of New York casts four votes for Brother 

Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 New York casts four votes for Vieira.  Department of 

North Carolina, with one vote. 

Department of North Carolina 

North Carolina casts its single vote for Donald Shaw. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 North Carolina with one vote for Shaw.  Department of 

Ohio, with twenty-one votes. 

Department of Ohio 

Department of Ohio casts Vieira seventeen, Shaw three,  

Schmincke one. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Ohio casts seventeen votes for Vieira, 

three votes for Don Shaw, one vote for Schmincke.  Department 

of Pennsylvania, with eleven votes. 

Department of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania votes ten for Schmincke and one for Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Pennsylvania casts ten votes for Brother Schmincke, one 

vote for Brother Vieira.  Department of Rhode Island, with 

eight votes. 

Department of Rhode Island 

 Department of Rhode Island casts seven votes for Vieira 

and one vote for Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Rhode Island casts seven votes for Brother Vieira, one 

vote for Brother Schmincke?  Department of Tennessee, with 

three votes. 

Department of Tennessee 

Tennessee casts three votes for Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Department of Tennessee casts three votes for Brother 

Schmincke.  Department of Texas, with one vote. 

Department of Texas 

Texas casts its vote for Brother Eric Schmincke. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 One vote for Schmincke.  Department of Wisconsin, with 
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four votes. 

Department of Wisconsin 

Department of Wisconsin casts four votes for Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

Wisconsin casts four votes for Bill Vieira.  National 

Membership-at-Large? 

National Membership-at-Large Member, Adam Gaines 

 National Membership-at-Large casts one vote for Brother, 

Brother Shaw and one vote for Brother Vieira. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer, Jr. 

 National Member-at-Large casts one vote for Brother Shaw, 

one vote for Brother Vieira.  And that concludes the roll. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Vieira has won the election. 

Encampment 

 (applause and chatter) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Guard, you may now unseal the door. 

Encampment 

 (laughter and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Are they ready? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Oh, they‟re not outside the door yet? 

National Guard, Charles H. Engle, Jr. 

 No, they‟re (indistinguishable). 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  While you‟re going up to get „em, we‟ll go ahead 

and pass out these awards.  We‟ll receive them.  Then we‟ll 

take a break to set up for installation. 

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 

 They‟re here. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I thought you said they weren‟t here? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I only waited so long.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I take it the Ladies are not here?  Okay, at this time, 

I‟m gonna call on the Charitable Foundation for some 

presentation of awards.  We may have to stop during that 

presentation if the Ladies have arrived.  I give your 

attention to Brother Hanby. 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 May I have the other members of the Foundation Board come 

forward to assist?  Brothers, this year the Foundation has 

continued to grow its Lincoln Fellow Program.  We now have 
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over fifty contributors to the Lincoln Program.  Which has 

raised nearly thirty thousand dollars.  of that, some twenty 

four thousand dollars is in the Permanent Fund.  The rest went 

into the fund to fund Grant Awards.  What we‟d like to do is, 

we‟ve been doing the last two years, is call up those that 

we‟re going to do presentations for today that have joined 

since the last National Encampment.  At the Bronze Level, 

which is two hundred and fifty dollars, we have Brother Bruce 

Frail from the Department of Rhode Island.  If you would, come 

to this side first.  Brother Shaw will escort you. 

Indistinguishable 

 The other Brother Shaw. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

And then if you would come to the other side over in 

front of the flags for a picture with the President, Bob 

Petrovic.  After that, we have joining at the Silver Level, 

which is five hundred dollars, Brother Donald Palmer, National 

Secretary.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

Oh, and there are two awards here.  I believe one is made 

out to Don Palmer, the other is made out to Dr. Hair. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 Did, did you get both of his awards?  Brother Grim, the 

other one there is for him too.  I believe the one that says 

Dr. Hair.  That, that‟s for Don.  That‟s his alias.  We didn‟t 

know which one to award him, so we awarded both of them.  He 

can take that to his barber  

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 Okay.  At the Gold Level which is one thousand dollars  

to the Foundation Lincoln Fellow Brother Charles D. Custer 

from the Department of Florida.  And Brother Custer has come 

through the ranks from Bronze, to Silver, to Gold.  So today 

he‟ll get his Gold Medal and Gold Certificate.  Hey, while 

he‟s making his way over, Brother Mark Day from the Department 

of Maryland has also come up through the ranks from the 

Bronze, to the Silver, to the Gold.  So he‟ll get his Gold for 

a thousand dollar level.  And Brother and Junior Vice 

Commander-in-Chief coming in, Brother Brad Schall also is 

moving up to Gold.  Now we had a couple of folks who have 

already received their awards because they were distributed to 

them since the last Encampment but we like to recognize them 

and have them come up for the picture as well.  if there‟s a 

representative from the General George Wright Camp, actually I 

believe that‟s Brother Schall as well, so Brad, you can stay 
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there.  is Brother Norman Wheeler here?  Brother Norman 

Wheeler, he joined at the Bronze Level.  Brother Charlie 

Engle, Charlie, you‟re here, Department of Tennessee.  Charlie 

Engle?   

National Guard, Charles H. Engle, Jr. 

 (indistinguishable) 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 Charlie?  Someone else guard the door.  While they‟re 

coming up for the picture, I just want to tell say, as they 

say, we the Foundation thanks to your contributions last year 

you remember we gave a thousand dollars towards the repair of 

the Frost GAR Hall in Ohio.  We also donated a thousand 

dollars towards the to Harnden Camp Number 2 in Wisconsin for 

their work in replacing three Civil War cannon carriages.  We 

also gave a donation to the McCormick Camp in Missouri for 

work on a GAR marker.  And as Sister Marsha said earlier, we 

gave a contribution to repair work on the roof of the GAR 

Museum in Springfield, Illinois.  at our meeting at this 

Encampment, we also just approved two other donations an 

additional donation to the National Civil War Chaplains Museum 

in Lynchburg, Virginia.  And a donation to repair the porch at 

the schoolhouse where Rutherford B. Hayes attended school.  So 

these are your new Lincoln Fellows.  And I would ask at this 

time that everybody who already is a Lincoln Fellow, if you 

would stand and be recognized. 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, James R. Hanby, Sr. 

 Thank you, Brothers.  This is a program that as the 

endowment continues to grow and the monies that come off of 

that we‟ll be able to fund even more projects.  You‟ve seen 

the fliers around about the Foundation.  See one of the 

Directors if you have questions, we‟d be more than welcome to 

welcome you to the Lincoln Fellow Program as well.  Thank you. 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thanks Brother Hanby.  Are the Ladies here? 

Indistinguishable 

 No they‟re not.  We‟re going to get them after break, 

Commander.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 After break?   

Indistinguishable 

 Yeah. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thirteen minutes.  Be back at fifteen forty-five. 

 

[one rap *] 
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(break) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Are the Ladies outside the door? 

Indistinguishable 

 No sir, not yet. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Okay Brothers, I just to say that that I‟ve had a 

good time.  Think you all had a good time.  We had a few … 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  We have a few housekeeping motions we need to 

take care of.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Commander-in-Chief  I think someone‟s sabotaging this, 

knowing I‟m coming to the microphone. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Thank you.  Commander-in-Chief, I‟m Past Commander-in-

Chief James Pahl, Parliamentarian of the Encampment.  I have 

several motions at this time.   

Indistinguishable 

 I object. 

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Number one, I move that the Encampment Committees be 

discharged with the thanks of the Encampment and Credentials 

Committee be allowed to submit a final report within forty-

eight hours. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

Indistinguishable 

 Yes.  Since you already discharged the Committee report. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 That‟s true.  I did.   

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 No … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Not all of „em.  The Fraternal Relations and those I did 

not.  All remaining Committees.  Any objection?  Except for 

the one noted?   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Passed. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 
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 I vote that letters of appreciation be drafted by the 

National Secretary and sent to the Host Committee and to the 

hotel, thanking them for an outstanding job. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Wasn‟t the hotel‟s fault. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Passed. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 Responsible parties are being fined.  I move that the 

proceedings of this Encampment, when approved by the outgoing 

and the incoming Commander-in-Chief, when published, become 

the official record of this Encampment. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Passed. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 I move that the actions taken by the National Treasurer 

in paying essential bills of the Order of July 1 until this 

Encampment be approved. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Objection? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Passed. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, James B. Pahl 

 I move that he‟s already been…  Thank you.  There‟s no 

further housekeeping motions. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you, Jim.  Okay, again Brothers, I want to thank 

you for all the support this year, for the fun time this 

weekend, for the fun times yet to come.  This is a great 

Order.  And the work that you are doing is being reflected in 

everything that we are doing here, out in the field, and what 

we have laid out in the future.  This is our Organization.  

This is our opportunity to honor our ancestors.  This is our 

opportunity to join with the VFW, American Legion, the AmVets, 

to continue to promote patriotism, to welcome my veterans as 

they return from across the, across the pond in times of war, 

and time to keep on honoring our great country.  Again, thank 

you for everything you‟ve done to help me. 

Encampment 
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 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  Still no Ladies? 

Indistinguishable 

 No Sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  I do open the door as of this time.  If anybody 

would like to invite their wives, spouse, significant other, 

boyfriends, any of that kind of stuff in for the installation.   

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I wish that my father would have been here this weekend.  

Uh… I feel very proud and very fortunate that he was able to 

install me as Commander-in-Chief.  I do understand by his 

health for his reasonings for not being down here.  So in his 

place, I‟ve asked my brother-in-law, Donald Eugene Darby, to 

go ahead and take care of the first part of the installation.  

I do ask that Brother Kennedy, you‟ve got your staff selected 

for the installing team? 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Yes Sir 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Brother Darby. 

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Donald E. Darby 

 Commander-in-Chief Medert, in relieving you of command of 

the National Organization on behalf of the Officers, I convey 

to you their thanks for the manner in which you have 

discharged your duties.  I trust that in surrendering the 

command of the National Organization, your interests in the 

welfare of this Order will not cease.  Having received the 

highest honors which your fellow members could confer upon 

you, your continuing commitment will point the way for others 

who still serve the Order.   

Encampment 

 (laughter, applause, and chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Commander-in-Chief elect, are you prepared to announce 

your staff appointments? 

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Yes sir, I am. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 If so, have the Guide present them to the Secretary. 

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Brother Guide, present …  Oh, I‟m sorry, Secretary, call 

the roll of the Officers Elect and Staff Appointee, who as 

their names are called, will rise. 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 
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 Okay.  National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski.  National 

Chief of Staff, William C. Vieira.  Civil War Memorials 

Officer, Kevin Tucker.  National Liaison to the Cathedral of 

the Pines, Perley Mellor.  National Liaison to MOLLUS, Keith 

Harrison.  National Member-at-Large Coordinator, Alan Russ.  

National Patriotic Instructor, Don Martin.  National Signals 

Officer, Ken Freshley.  National Color Bearer, Jerry Sayre.  

National Counselor, Robert Grim.  National Eagle Scout 

Coordinator, Robert Petrovic.  National GAR Highway Officer, 

Gary Parrott.  Washington D. C. Representative, Andrew 

Johnson.  Secretary of Proceedings, Ken Freshley.  Assistant 

Secretary of Proceedings, Ed Krieser.  National Webmaster, Ken 

Freshley.  Stay standing, Ken.   

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 National Graves Registration Officer, Bruce Frail.  

National Guard, Keith Karcher.  National Guide, Ed Norris.  

National Historian, Robert Wolz.  That concludes the list.   

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Those are the appointed Officers.  Now the elected 

Officers.  Commander-in-Chief, Leo Kennedy.  Senior Vice 

Commander-in-Chief, James Hanby.  Junior Vice Commander-in-

Chief, Brad Schall.  National Treasurer, Richard Orr.  

National Secretary, I‟m still standing here.  Council of 

Administration member, number one, Dave Medert … 

 

 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Council of Administration member, Robert Petrovic.  

Council of Administration member, Tad Campbell.  Council of 

Administration member, Bill Vieira. Council of Administration 

member, Ken Freshley.  And who do we have left on the Council? 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Quartermaster, 

National Secretary, Donald D. Palmer Jr. 

 Oh.  Perley Mellor, Council of Administration member, 

Perley Mellor, who‟s already standing.  And then National 

Quartermaster, Danny Wheeler.  That concludes the list of 

Officers. 

National Editor of The Banner, Stephen A. Michaels 

 Commander. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Banner Editor.  Past Commander-in-Chief Steve Michaels.  

Don‟t feel bad, when I was the Commanding General of the SVR, 

I was always forgotten. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Indistinguishable 

 Commander.  The Ladies, Commander. 
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Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 I‟m going to be politically correct.  Gentlemen, have a 

seat. 

Encampment 

 (applause and chatter) 

Indistinguishable 

 Sir, it gives me pleasure to introduce Bea Greenwalt as 

President of the Ladies of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Please escort to the podium. 

Indistinguishable 

 Commander, I have the great honor and pleasure of 

presenting Judy Decranier, Past National President, Ladies, 

err, Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

Indistinguishable 

 Commander, I have the privilege of introducing Nancy 

Hilton.  She‟s the National Vice President, Auxiliary of Sons 

of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

Indistinguishable 

 Commander, Anne Jaster, National Press Correspondent. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

SUVCW Ladies Auxiliary President, Bea Greenwalt 

 The, the National President asked me to bring to you her 

greetings.  She has said she has done it several times, but 

she would like to do it again.  By sending me and I am very 

pleased that she chose me to come to see you. 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you. 

SUVCW Ladies Auxiliary President, Bea Greenwalt 

 We come every year to see all of these friendly faces.  

And we look and see if there‟s one missing, we feel bad and  

it is just a pleasure to look forward each year to come and 

see you.   

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you very much.  Thank you.  Colonel Johnson.   

Washington D. C. Representative, Andrew Johnson 

 Sisters of the Auxiliary, thank you for your visitation 

to our Encampment.  The great men of the GAR wisely provided 

for the welfare of our nation by establishing the Allied 

Orders, of which yours and ours are magnificent examples.  We 

carry on the work of the GAR, to forge a united and better 

United States.  We truly work together as Brothers and 

Sisters, offspring of the “boys in blue”, united by a common 

heritage and a common purpose.  Our programs and our 

encampments compliment, support one another.  May it always be 

so.  Congratulations to you on today, near completion of your 

Encampment.  And all the best to you for an enjoyable and 

productive new year ahead, under the shared banner of 
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fraternity, charity, and loyalty.  Thank you. 

SUVCW Ladies Auxiliary President, Bea Greenwalt 

 Thank you, Past Commander-in-Chief. 

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Again, Bea, thank you very much.  Thank you for all your 

support.  Thank all of you Ladies for everything you have 

done. 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

 

Encampment (in unison) 

 (applause) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Okay.  Prior to the visit from the lovely Ladies, I would 

like to have those Officers please rise where you were.  

That‟s you, too.  Brother Guide, please present these Brothers 

before alter for an installation.  Brothers if you would, to 

expedite, everybody just please come on up to the alter.  

Commander-in-Chief in the middle.  Officers, you have been 

selected to positions of great honor and trust.  With the 

Commander-in-Chief, you will be responsible for the financial 

and material prosperity and interest of the National 

Organizations, and the members of this Encampment confidently 

expect that you discharge of your duties and responsibilities 

resting upon you will be conspicuous, for zeal, ability, and 

good works.  I trust that you appreciate the great confidence 

placed in you and that you remember that upon the manner upon 

you discharge the duties of your respective offices will 

depend very largely the success or failure of the 

administration of the National Order.  Are you now willing to 

pledge solemnly to the faithful performance of your several 

duties? 

Officers (in unison)  

 I AM. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 You will raise your right hand and place your left hand 

on the Bible and repeat after me.  Those unable to touch the 

Bible, please touch the shoulder of the Brother in front of 

you.  Repeat after me, using your name where I do mine.  “I, 

David V. Medert … 

Officers (in unison) 
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 “I (officer‟s names)… 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… having been regularly chosen … 

Officers (in unison) 

… HAVING BEEN REGULARLY CHOSEN … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… as an Officer of the National Organization … 

Officers (in unison) 

… AS AN OFFICER OF THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War … 

Officers (in unison) 

… SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… hereby renew the sacred obligation … 

Officers (in unison) 

… HEREBY RENEW THE SACRED OBLIGATION … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… given at the time of my initiation … 

Officers (in unison) 

… GIVEN AT THE TIME OF MY INITIATION … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… and in the presence of all mighty God … 

Officers (in unison) 

… AND IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL MIGHTY GOD … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… and the members of this Encampment here assembled … 

Officers (in unison) 

… AND THE MEMBERS OF THIS ENCAMPMENT HERE ASSEMBLED … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… do furthermore solemnly and sincerely … 

Officers (in unison) 

… DO FURTHER SOLEMNLY AND SINCERELY … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… promise and declare … 

Officers (in unison) 

… PROMISE AND DECLARE … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… that I will to the best of my ability … 

Officers (in unison) 

… THAT I WILL TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… in word and deed … 

Officers (in unison) 

… IN WORD AND DEED … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… and without fear or favor … 

Officers (in unison) 

… AND WITHOUT FEAR OR FAVOR … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… faithfully, honestly, and impartially … 

Officers (in unison) 
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… FAITHFULLY, HONESTLY, AND IMPARTIALLY … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… perform all the duties of the office … 

Officers (in unison) 

… PERFORM ALL THE DUTIES OF THE OFFICE … 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… upon which I am about to enter … 

Officers (in unison) 

… UPON WHICH I AM ABOUT TO ENTER … 

 

Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

… so help me God.” 

Officers (in unison) 

… SO HELP ME GOD.” 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Guide, you will conduct the Officers to their respective 

stations Acting Officers vacating.   

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Guide, conduct the Commander-in-Chief to this station.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Commander-In-Chief, by the votes of the members of this 

Encampment, you have been elected to the highest honor within 

their gift.  Your election to this honorable position is 

evidence, not only of their regard and appreciation of your 

work and ability as a Son of the Union Veteran of the Civil 

War, but it is an assurance that your conduct of the affairs 

of the Order will be characterized by faithful, earnest, and 

conscientious devotion to the responsibilities resting upon 

you.  Grave trust and grave care await you into their faithful 

performance, I now most solemnly direct you. 

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

As no work of this nature can be a success without the 

assistance of the divine provider, the Chaplain, will ask his 

assistance and guidance. 

Chaplain, James B. Pahl 

 All mighty God, our heavenly father, we humbly ask your 

blessing on these Brothers assembled for installation.  Grant 

them your wisdom, that they may daily perform the duties to 
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the Office to which they were installed.  With the knowledge 

that thou art ever watching over them.  Keep them in good 

health, so that they will not falter in the way.  Bless them 

with your great mercies that they might be competent to 

administer to the, to the many problems that will confront 

them.  Bless their every action.  In your name.  Through the 

mediation of your blessed son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Encampment (in unison) 

 AMEN. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Past Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Commander in Chief, your Officers are now at their 

respective stations and I am now about to place you in full 

control.  But first, I give to you the care, the Charter of 

the National Organization.  Prize it for its privileges it 

bestows and guard it sacredly for the heritage it represents.  

Next I place in your care, the Ritual of the Order and a copy 

of the Constitution and Regulations for the government of the 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  Both of which I 

advise you to study with care, to be true to its principals, 

and faithful to its teachings.  Lastly, you will receive the 

gavel, the emblem of your authority.  One rap [one rap *]  

calls the Encampment to order and ceases the same when 

standing.  Two raps [two raps **] calls the Officers to their 

feet.  And three raps [three raps ***] calls up the entire 

Encampment.  And by now, and now by the virtue and authority 

invested in me as the Installing Officer of the National 

Organization, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, I 

hereby declare the Officers of this National Organization 

legally elected and installed and qualified to enter upon the 

discharge of their several duties, for the term ending August, 

2010.  Or until their successors are regularly elected, and 

qualified, and installed.  Now I am pleased to present you 

with the Badge of the office of Commander-In-Chief.   

Encampment 

 (applause) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

Commander-In-Chief, assume your command.  Be true to your 

vow, faithful to your trust, unflinching in your loyalty, and 

rule with civility, impartiality and firmness, and may your 

administration be successful.   

 

[one rap *] 

 

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Past Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 A lot of stories between then and now and it is a very 

much of an honor that Leo did ask me to install him as 

Commander-in-Chief.  And I am very proud that I have done that 
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and I‟m very proud of working with him for the next year.  

Commander, congratulations.  I know you‟re going to do an 

excellent job. 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 I appreciate it.  Thank you very much. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, David V. Medert 

 Thank you.  Thank you again. 

Encampment 

 (chatter and laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Brothers and friends, I am deeply honored to have been 

elected to lead this Organization for the next year.  Your 

faith and confidence in me means a great deal.  My ancestors 

that fought the Civil War, Steven and George Kettle, were born 

in and died in Rhode Island.  My grandmother talked about 

going to visit my great-great-grandfather each summer.  And 

after the War, he became a Sheriff, eventually owned a, a 

restaurant or a tavern at the time though there were Sheriff, 

tavern thing, in Gooseneck, Rhode Island.  The story she told 

me, made me do a lot more research.  And I discovered that he 

served in the GAR, rose to the top position within the State 

of Rhode Island.  He actually died in 1939, making him one of 

the last GAR members in Rhode Island.  I was able to discover 

photographs of him.  And on Memorial Day, showing him doing 

ceremonies.  I didn‟t know what all this meant at the time.  

But I found out more information about him and about his 

brother George.  George has served in the First Rhode Island 

Calvary, had been captured at Middlebrook, Virginia, in route 

to a small town called Gettysburg.  This stories throughout 

their lives, included having a large family, enjoying life in 

New England, and being very actively involved in the GAR.  My 

grandmother told me stories of her grandfather and uncle, and 

a lesson she learned from them.  While most of the stories 

were about, was someone taking action to make something 

better.  To make a difference.  Before the War, through the 

War, and into the remaining time they were with us, my 

ancestors tried to make difference for future generations.  I 

am hoping my actions in my life can do the same thing.  We, as 

an Organization, as an Order, have a lot that we can do.  Not 

only to remember what our ancestors did during the War, but to 

help future generations know what they did as well.  It is up 

to us to get the message out that during the time of conflict, 

Brothers stood side by side, friends were made, and once the 

conflict is over, they chose to continue to help the nation.  

They worked hard to pave a better environment for the 

Veterans, and get benefits to assist them.  This is now our 

heritage.  A task to get the message out of what they did and 

how it shaped our nation.  And to promote ways to remember 

what they did.  We often talk about the Civil War, but it is 

our task outside of our meetings to outside to promote those 

that fought in it.  Our ancestors.  History also led me to a 

meeting of Hiram Plant.  Hiram was the Commander of the 
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Department of Rhode Island in 1988.  They used to do a field 

day, if you will, in the City of Cranston, where I work.  And, 

it was all around my fire house.  And someone set up a table 

and there was this Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and 

a guy wearing a kepi.  I had no idea what it was.  But he got 

me very interested in the Order.  Allowed me to find out a 

more, about the brotherhood that existed within it, in the 

mission.  Over the years I‟ve met many brothers and discovered 

friendships that I cannot imagine what my life would be like 

without.  My closest friends would not have been known to me 

if not for the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  The 

Order can do and be many things.  Foremost, is in the 

ancestral Organization that links us all together with a 

common cause, similar to what happened in 1861 through 1865, 

with our ancestors.  For the Brothers that belong as 

associates, we share a common concern.  A past history of this 

nation and a remembrance of the men serving at that time.  To 

this, we look at the monuments.  Not just on village greens, 

but in cemeteries, and on the battlefields.  We lead the 

charge together to remember these men that fought and died, 

protecting a value most worthwhile, the United States of 

America.  We are approaching the sesqui-centennial years, and 

we will need to watch and make the best choices to represent 

our Order during these years.  Fraternity.  The messages that 

we present are not from National, not from Department, not 

from Camps.  The message represents all of us, as Brothers.  

We need to stand together and make the choices that best 

represent who are.  The descendents of Union Civil War 

Veterans and the members of the Grand Army of the Republic.  

It is up to us to carry this message forward in remembrance of 

them.  It is up to us to honor them and their deeds by caring 

about the monuments that hold their names.  The battlefields 

that cost them their lives.  It is not just reenactments that 

we do, or the parades, or the dedications.  We need to let 

school students know what their ancestors did.  We need to 

talk to elected officials and remind them, that even now, we 

are in a military and political conflicts.  We need to 

remember the conflict that united this nation together as one.  

As our federal elected officials look over the national mall, 

they see the base of the capital, the monument that General 

Ulysses S. Grant, where the artillery and the Calvary, in 

battle positions on either side.  At the extreme end of the 

mall is the Lincoln Memorial.  These are often looked at, yet 

not always understood.  We need to get the message out of why 

these monuments are important.  Because during the Civil War, 

people stood to defend the country, their country, our 

country.  Many of you know how important it is for me to 

locate and record the burial places of Union Civil War 

Veterans.  This is a project that should be paramount to all 

of us.  Inscribes that have been taken over the years, that, 

we‟re getting closer to the end.  But we need to push on.  

There will be a Memorial Day in the future, where we will know 
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where most of our ancestors and their pards are buried.  

Charity.  All Brothers should be active to assist in this 

project.  Record one, or two burial locations for a thousand.  

All recordings help us get to our goal.  To know where the 

Civil War Veterans rest.  When we look in large cities or 

small communities, we see the older monuments, the Civil War 

Veterans memories.  They‟re also new monuments appearing every 

so often, honoring the men that fought preserving the Union.  

Both the Graves and Monuments Registration can be completed.  

These need not go on forever.  But it takes all of us to work 

on them.  To record into these data basis.  These are only two 

of the several projects that are taken on by this 

Organization.  The success of these projects cannot rest upon 

a few Brothers.  Loyalty.  Everyone‟s help is needed to see 

successful endings.  Together, we can make a big difference.  

The same holds true for membership within the Order.  We need 

to increase our membership, form new Camps and Departments.  

All of this helps when we approach the elected officials, 

asking to review bills that our interests.  And our interests 

are those that support the Veterans, the Civil War Veterans.  

New Brothers are also important in getting our message out.  

Lest we forget.  Remembering the deeds and sacrifices of our 

veteran ancestors.  None of this will happen over night.  And 

many of the Past Commander-in-Chiefs have taken the steps to 

start and support these projects.  But it is up to us to 

continue and to strengthen this Order.  Our Order.  Brothers, 

the Order is linked to our past.  Both the history of our 

country and of our families.  We should leave here after this 

weekend, looking to get a new Brother in the Order.  Just as 

Brother Plant did to me.  Bringing me in, fostering me, and 

getting me more involved.  These are what makes the new 

generation.  What will make the new generation, we cannot 

immediately say.  But the opportunity‟s there for all of us to 

open this door, open our hearts to extend the message of this 

Order.  That fraternity, charity, and loyalty are not just 

words, but strong statements about us and who we are.  

Brothers, the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, up to 

now, has had two Commanders-in-Chiefs from the Department of 

Rhode Island.  The last in 1959.  Fifty years ago, the day I 

was born, well, the year I was born.  

Encampment 

 (laughter) 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

I am honored to be your Commander-in-Chief.  I am honored 

to be a descendent of two Civil War Veterans.  I am always 

honored when I stand will all of my Brothers, each time we 

meet.  And I am doubly honored to be standing here before you 

today as your newly installed Commander-in-Chief.  I‟ll look 

forward to working with all of you, to keep this Order active 

in our mission, to safeguard the memory of our ancestors that 

fought to preserve the Union.  Brothers, I thank you all in 

fraternity, charity, loyalty, less we forget. 
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Encampment 

 (applause) 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 All right.  How does this work? 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 There being no business to come before the Encampment, 

we‟ll proceed to close.  The Color Guard will retire the 

colors and if could ask someone to, to move the two mic stands 

please out of the alley way.   

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Encampment 

 (chatter) 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Someone had a Good of the Order?  Can move the mic back 

out, please?   

Department of Maryland, Steven Hammond 

 Steve Hammond, Past Department Commander, Department of 

Maryland.   

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 And? 

Department of Maryland, Steven Hammond 

 Steve Hammond, Past Department Commander, Department of 

Maryland.  I am also on the National Committee for 

Legislation.  The one item I wanted to bring up and I bring 

this up to all Department Commanders is, you need to go out 

and check your websites.  I had a circumstance where I had an 

urgent need to contact a specific Department which is not 

represented here today.  Because of Legislation that they 

needed testimony on, it was a Monday, and the testimony was on 

Wednesday.  And I went to their website, just as I did this 

week.  There were no phone numbers.  And the e-mail address 

that was on there, I have yet to receive a reply to.  And this 

was in February.  I, and with all due respect to Past 

Commander-in-Chief Michaels, The Banner, yes, is a good 

resource.  But our, the web is a primary resource at this 

point.  When The Banner prints any sort of a list of roster of 

addresses and phone numbers, that the list is valid only one 

month.  Something will change in that list within the first 

month.  So I just want to remind, and this was a crucial 

circumstance of, at a State that they wanted, we needed as 

many people out as possible.  And luckily, we got about four.  

But we should have had a lot more, if they had had a valid 
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website.  Thank you. 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Thank you, sir.  

Department of Indiana, J. Alan Teller 

 Alan Teller, Department of Indiana, Past Department 

Commander.  The Department of Indiana this year is sponsoring 

a conference for the Central Region Association of the Allied 

Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic.  We‟re sponsoring 

that Conference in Kokomo, Indiana on October 3
rd
.  And we, we 

cover the States of, from Minnesota to Tennessee, from Ohio to 

Colorado.  And I would like everyone to think about attending 

that.  If you need some information, you can go to the Indiana 

Department website on the Sons website, and you can find a 

registration form and information, and also my e-mail address 

if you need some additional information.  Thank you sir. 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Any other Good of the Order?   

 

[three raps ***] 

 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 You will give attention with the National Chaplain.  Ask 

the blessings of God on our deliberations.   

National Chaplain, Jerome Kowalski 

 Our father in heaven, we pray you will deal with the 

events of this Encampment as you deem proper and fitting.  

Please answer the heartfelt prayers of each one of us as 

permitted in your perfect will.  Preserve us in health, 

strength, and integrity while we remain here.  When our 

mission on earth has ended, take us to a better world. If you 

agree with me, please say Amen. 

Encampment (in unison) 

 AMEN. 

Commander-in-Chief, Leo F. Kennedy 

 Brothers, we are about to leave this Encampment to retire 

to our respective homes.  Let us regulate our conduct so as to 

bring honor and credit upon the great patriotic organization 

we represent.  May we be faithful to our vows, mindful to our 

duties, and exhibit towards each other an unbroken fraternity, 

a tender charity, and unswerving loyalty.  I now declare the  

Annual Encampment of the National Organization, Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War, duly closed. 

 

[one rap *] 

 

Encampment 

 (applause) 

 

[Close of Encampment] 
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