The Indiana Legion
ORlando A summers Camp #1 kokomo
Champion hill camp #17 huntington
William P Benton Camp#28Centerville

David D Porter Camp #116 valparaiso
John B Anderson camp #223 columbus
Ben Harrison Camp #356 Indianapolis

Newsletter of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Department of Indiana
Michael W. Beck, Commander
Issue 2-13

Department of Indiana holds Summer Encampment in Kokomo !!
June 1, 2013 - Kokomo
The Department’s six current camps sent representatives to Kokomo on Saturday, June 1.
and the good feeling of camaraderie and brotherhood prevailed as it always does when the
members of the order meet.
It was business as usual when Dept. Commander Mike Beck called the meeting to order.
The various reports of the officers were read and accepted. Also the individual camps provided
reports and inventories which showed that there is life and activity by the order in the grand old
Hoosier state.
In a joint moment with the Allied Orders Dept. Treasurer Gib Young presented a look at the
family of Theodore Roosevelt during the War of the Rebellion.
Among the discussion and motions that ensued during the encampment Commander Beck
appointed Brothers Dennis Rigsby and Gib Young to a committee with him to discuss and put
together a survey aimed at increasing attendance at department meetings.
Commander Beck also said he intends to ask for the help of the Department’s Brothers in
cataloging and photographing all the monuments and markers pertaining to the Civil War in the
state. He has found his own activities in this area quite rewarding but needs the help of the
membership to cover the state.
The Department of Indiana still hasn’t heard from anyone in authority about the disposal of the
inventory at Knightstown. The Department will continue to inquire about the whereabouts of
such items.

Remembering the sacrifices made by the soldiers and sailors of the Civil War who fought to preserve the Union,
we are dedicated to continuing the patriotic work begun by our parent organization,
The Grand Army of the Republic
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SVCinC Ken Freshly (Dept. of Ohio center left, Ind. Dept. Comm. Mike Beck center right

*******

David D Porter Camp 116 Recognized - for good works this time!!!
Too often we fail to recognize the good works and achievements in the other camps in the
department - as well as out of state. Sometimes the very communities that we are centered in
don’t hear of the accomplishments of our camps. Well…not this time.
Camp 116 has been awarded the La Porte County Historical Historian (sic) Organization of the
Year Award for 2013. The award is given to an organization that is in existence and actively
involved in the preservation of La Porte County History. There is a similar award for
individuals. The award was presented on May 21 in La Porte. Brothers Mike Downs and Ron
Gill of Camp 116 attended the banquet and received the award on behalf of the camp.
All of the ‘Sons’ in the Department of Indiana are proud to be associated with the true blue
brothers of David D Porter Camp 116. “Three Huzzahs and a Tiger!!!”
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Dollars and Cents Department
When you see a stack of money connected with the Sons of Union Veterans you know it’s time for ……

The Department Treasurer’s Report
The Department Treasurer - ‘Honest’ Gib Young (Elected to the office because of his honest
face and ability to do his sums) reports that as of June 30, 2013 the Department Treasury stands
at $6756.66. It should be noted that of that amount $598.86 is earmarked for the Allied Orders.
Brother Young wishes to remind all brothers that if they find spare change in the Lazy Boy or
win the Lottery the Department will always gratefully accept donations.
Any questions (or donations) can be directed to Gib Young at 2004 Hunters Ridge Drive,
Huntington, Indiana 46750. Or phoned to 260 356 1000 day 260 356 7643 evening. Or emailed
to gib.young.byq8@statefarm.com.
*******
Champion Hill Camp 17 hosts its Annual Illumination Ceremony for Decoration Day

SUVCW brothers and flower girls at the park flag pole

May 30, 2013 General Slack Park - Huntington, Indiana
An audience of over 200 attended Champion Hill Camp 17 as it hosted its annual illumination
ceremony on Decoration Day - ‘The’ Memorial Day. Seventeen candles sitting in wood blocks,
topped by 44 oz. Styrofoam cups were lit to honor the seventeen men who died or were mortally
3

The Indiana Legion – Issue 2-13

wounded in the Battle of Champion Hill, Mississippi. Another 200 candles were lit to honor the
other 200 county men who died during the War of the Rebellion. The evening ceremony
included music by the local Erie Community Band, the firing of cannon and rifle, the playing of
taps, and the traditional sprinkling of flowers by young girls of the community, and the laying of
flowers, flags, and wreaths at the monument in Gen. Slack Park.
The camp wishes it noted that every year we have had the generous help of the Park Dept., the
Police Dept., the Mayor’s Office, and County Commissioner’s in holding the event. This year
Mayor Brooks Fetters of Huntington gave a short address and won the esteem of the Brothers
and audience by noting that May 30 is the “Decoration Day” no matter what others may say. We
also wish to recognize the contribution of two Boy Scout Troops (130 and 637) in their help with
setting up and taking down the light display.
*******

Department elects officers for the 2014 campaign!
June 1, Kokomo Indiana - special correspondent
Showing the same political savvy that put him into office Dept. Commander Michael W. Beck
was re-elected to the post of leadership for one more year. Asked what put him over the top by
such a landslide of support Commander Beck humbly replied, “Well, that easy sonny. It’s what I
like to call the ‘4 B Formula’ - Booze, Bribes, and Babes = Beck”

(Eager Beck supporters arriving in Kokomo to vote for their hero.)

This special correspondent thinks Commander Beck earned the position and deserves to be there
for his dedication to the brotherhood and its mission. We hope that the Department continues to
prosper and move forward under his command. The following posts were filled at the
encampment by the listed brothers;
Sr. Vice Commander
Secretary
Council #1
Council #3
Patriotic Instructor
GAR Highway
Eagle Scout Coordinator
CW Memorials

William Adams
Alan Teller
Bruce Kolb
Matt Elkin
Dennis Rigsby
William Adams
Michael Beck
Michael Beck

Jr. Vice Commander
Treasurer
Council #2
Chaplain
Signals Officer
Graves Registration
Historian
Indiana Legion Editor

4

Dennis Rigsby
Gib Young
Jack Shaw
Brett Caldwell
Tim Beckman
John Eger
Bruce Kolb
Gib Young
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The 1893 GAR Encampment - Indianapolis Indiana
Submitted by Mike Beck, DC

The largest reunion held in Indianapolis was held in 1893 with 75,000 visitors, including the
Army War Nurses and Mississippi Marine Brigade. A large campfire occurred during this
reunion and a replica of the Union gunboat Kearsarge was on the State House lawn.
6-7 September 1893
Indianapolis, Indiana
Twenty-seventh National GAR Encampment
Membership: 397,223
Commander in Chief - John GB Adams - Massachusetts
Senior Vice Commander in Chief - Ivan N Walker - Indiana
Junior Vice Commander in Chief - JG Bigger - Texas
Surgeon General - George R Graham - Maryland
Chaplain in Chief - Rev AV Kendrick - Iowa
Adjutant General - James F Meech - Massachusetts
Quartermaster General - Louis Wagner - Pennsylvania
Inspector General - Andrew M Underhill - New York
Judge Advocate General - Leo Rassieur – Missouri
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Ivan N. Walker, son of James and Jane (McBride) Walker, was born February 3rd, 1839, at
Arlington, Rush County, Indiana. His parents moved to Fort Wayne, Allen County, Indiana,
where he attended school and grew to manhood.
His first official position was that of Deputy Warden of the Indiana State Prison at Michigan
City, La Porte County, Indiana. He was serving in this capacity when the war began, and in
1862, at the age of 23, he entered the army as junior Captain in the Seventy-third Regiment
Indiana Volunteer Infantry. For gallant services rendered at the Battle of Stone River he was
made Major; was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in March 1863, and on the death of
Colonel Hathaway, in May 1863, was made commander of the regiment.
For more than a year he endured all the rigors of Libby Prison, confidently expecting to be
exchanged. At the time, however, Morgan and his raiders had been thrown into the prison at
Columbus, Ohio, and Colonel Walker was among those held In Libby Prison as leverage for
Morgan and his men.
Finally on February 9, 1864, when hopes of being exchanged seemed slight the famous tunnel
was conceived and with General A. D. Streight, Colonel Walker worked untiringly to its
completion. Knives, pans, anything in fact that could be used in making the tunnel were utilized
and at last the prisoners crawled out of the tunnel one by one and succeeded in making their
escape.
But with freedom almost in sight, Colonel Walker was not to realize his highest hope at that
time. When within a short distance of the Union lines he was recaptured and was again thrown
into the prison to face its hardships and privations. It was not until three months later, in May
1864, that he was exchanged and returned to his regiment.
He then rendered most important service in the army of the Cumberland, protecting the line of
supplies between Decatur and Stevenson along the Tennessee River, during the advance on
Atlanta. He resigned July 4, 1864, on account of disability resulting from long confinement in
Libby Prison. On October 27, 1864, he was married to Miss Anna Layton at Michigan City,
Indiana. Colonel Walker remained in Nashville after his retirement from the army and served as
a Volunteer Aide on the Staff of General George H. Thomas during the siege and battle of
Nashville, in December 1864.
In 1870 he returned to his native state and made his home in Indianapolis, where he served as
Deputy County Auditor and State Tax Commissioner for several years, and as Regent of the
State Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument until his death. In 1892, Colonel Walker was candidate for
State Auditor on the Republican ticket, but went down with the remainder of the ticket in defeat.
Later, he became a State Tax Commissioner and at one time was tax commissioner for the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company.
Colonel Walker's service in the Grand Army of the Republic GAR) was continuous from the date
of its organization, and he filled every office, from Post Commander to Commander-in-Chief,
with high fidelity and conspicuous ability. While serving as Commander of George H. Thomas
Post No. 17, Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1887, he was appointed Assistant Adjutant General of the
Department by Commander Chase, and was re-appointed by the three succeeding Department
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Commanders. While occupying the office of assistant adjutant general, through his tireless
efforts, nearly 10,000 new members were added to the organization.
In 1891, he was elected Department Commander, in 1893 as Senior Vice-Commander-in-Chief,
and two years later unanimously elected Commander-in-Chief by the National Encampment at
Louisville, Kentucky. His last active service was as Assistant Adjutant General of the
Department, to which office he had been appointed for the fifth time. Colonel Walker was held
in high esteem by the National Encampment and always took a prominent part in its
deliberations and in shaping its action on important questions.
It is said that Colonel Walker's last illness could be traced back to the hardships he experienced
while in Libby Prison. At many times disease caused by his long confinement at that place
strongly manifested itself, but Colonel Walker made a valiant fight against it. He was stricken
with the fatal illness upon his return from the national encampment of the GAR held at Denver,
Colorado in September of 1905. Death came on November 25, 1905 caused by uremic poisoning
in Libby Prison.
In beautiful Crown Hill Cemetery, with the flag at half-mast, the impressive burial service of the
Grand Army of the Republic, and the bugle sounding taps, the mortal remains of Colonel Ivan N.
Walker were laid to rest. The family left to mourn his death consisted of his widow, Mrs. Anna
(Layton) Walker, and his daughters, Mrs. William E. Sharpe and Mrs. Harry D. Hammond, all of
whom resided at Indianapolis; and his daughter, Mrs. Charles Caheir, of Paris, France, who
achieved a wide reputation as a vocalist, having appeared in the finest opera houses in Europe.
Colonel Ivan N. Walker is buried at Crown Hill Cemetery, Section 13, Lot 31, Indianapolis,
Marion County Indiana. His grave is just behind Colonel Eli Lilly's monument and just west of
President Ben Harrison's. Colonel Walker's grave is NOT marked in any way.
Sources:
History of the Seventy-Third Indiana Volunteers in the War of 1861-65. 1909. Compiled and published by a
committee of the Seventy-third Indiana Regimental Association. The Carnahan Press, Washington, D.C. pp
214-216.
Pictorial and Biographical Memoirs of Indianapolis and Marion County Indiana. 1895. Goodspeed Brothers
Publishers, Chicago.
Indianapolis Star, September 22 1905, Page 1, Column 3
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GAR Officers Activity Report from June 2012 – June 2013
Since my appointment to this position in June 2012 I have traveled US 6, the GAR Highway,
from the Illinois border to the Ohio state line. I have found that in some instances a very good
coverage of signs and maintenance of those signs and in other instances a very poor maintenance
and coverage of signs.
I am submitting 2 maps, one showing coverage of signs in the west half of the state (see next
page) and the other the east half of the state. As you will see the east half is well covered
appropriately with signs, in fact maybe more than are required. The east portion is under the Fort
Wayne Regional INDOT. The sign coverage in the west portion of the state is minimal in St
Joseph County and continues to decrease as you go west until Lake county where I could find
none. To add to the problem (2) of the signs in the west portion are Iron Brigade signs! One is in
downtown Walkerton the other is in La Porte County where US 35 turns south from US 6. The
west portion of the state is under the La Porte Regional INDOT.
I have not yet approached the La Porte INDOT regional management but intend to after June 8,
2013. I will also go back and check the signs on US 12 in Indiana to be sure it has the proper
Iron Brigade signs. I did drive down a small portion of US 12 Memorial Day and I did see (1)
sign posted for the Iron Brigade. Once I have made contact with the La Porte Regional INDOT I
will report back to the Department.
Respectfully submitted,
William R. Adams
GAR Officer
Department of Indiana --- Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

(See Map on next Page)
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INDOT LaPorte District
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Brothers, I have been asked from around the state, from Bippus to Warren, to stop the immensely
popular quiz I have created for Camp 17 and added to the department newsletter. Well, since no
one is paying me either way…..and the brothers of Camp 1 out of the big K have said they are
going to play until they get one quiz question right…..

The All Time Unbelievable Untouchable Super-Hard Civil War Trivia Quiz!!

Brother Art Fern is your genial quiz master
1. (For Brothers of Camp 1) Indiana begins with what letter of the alphabet?
2. Governon O P Morton was known as the “…….”?
3. Gen. Lew Wallace is considered by some as the author of the first romance novel. What
was its title?
4. What office does Brother Dennis Rigsby hold in the department? (Hint; it is not
procurer.)
5. Who wrote ‘Dixie’?
Answers can be found somewhere in the Indiana Legion - if I haven’t forgot to add
them.
*******

Two Indiana Civil War Veterans Recognized after 100 Years
Submitted by Tim Beckman, PCC

The cremated remains of two unclaimed Civil War veterans were honored in a special ceremony
on May 7, 2013 at the Washington Park East Cemetery in Indianapolis. The cremains of Lt.
Zuinglius K. McCormack and Pvt. Lycurgus McCormack, who were brothers, laid unclaimed for
over 100 years in a storage vault of Indianapolis based Flanner and Buchanan Funeral Centers.
The remains probably would have remained unclaimed if not for the work by the nonprofit
veteran’s group Missing in America Project and the American Legion.
Four members of the SUVCW, Department of Indiana, served as honor guards, along with the
members of the Indiana National Guard. At the conclusion of the ceremony, the SUVCW
members in attendance, along with Missing in America Project Indiana Coordinator Bart Colvin
and members of Post 79 American Legion Riders escorted the McCormack brothers’ cremated
remains to the hearse for removal to Arlington National Cemetery, in Arlington Virginia.
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SUVCW Honor Guard at Inurnment Ceremony, Washington Park East Cemetery, 5-7-2013
Left to Right, Tim Beckman (Camp 356), Mathew Ashley, Thomas Ashley, Dennis Rigsby (all from Camp 28)
Photo Courtesy of Rick France

Honor Guard Escorting Remains to Awaiting Hearse at Conclusion of Ceremony
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Honor Guard’s Final Salute to the McCormack Brothers

Upon their arrival at Arlington National Cemetery on May 9, 2013, the McCormack brother’s
cremains received full military honors, complete with a lone drawn caisson with a single flagdraped casket. Their urns, along with four other veterans, were laid to rest in the newly
dedicated ninth columbarium court
Zuinglius first enlisted as a Private in Co. H, 99th Indiana Infantry, in August 1862 and mustered
out on May 17, 1863 as an Orderly Sergeant. He re-inlisted in Co. H, 132nd Indiana Infantry on
Ma18, 1864 and mustered out September 7, 1864 as a First Lieutenant. After the war Zuinglius
practiced law in Indianapolis and never married. He died on October 29, 1912.
Lycurgus, at the age of 17, enlisted as a Private in Co. D, 103rd Indiana Infantry “Minute Men”
which was formed to repel Morgan’s Raiders. After the war he studied law, but never practiced
law. He worked as a printer and a proofreader, which became his profession. He later was
appointed to the Indiana Labor Commission in 1897 and served until at least 1907. Lycurgus,
like his brother, never married and died at his farm home in Fishers Station (now Fishers) in
Hamilton County, on October 11, 1908.
Watch the following news video of the May 7th ceremony from Channel 8 in Indianapolis:
http://www.wishtv.com/dpp/news/local/marion_county/civil-war-vets-honored-tuesday
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See the following links for additional information and pictures of the May 9th inurnment at
Arlington National Cemetery:
http://www.army.mil/article/102991/Arlington_dedicates_Columbarium_9_with_joint_committa
l_service_of_forgotten_veterans/
http://news.yahoo.com/civil-war-vets-interred-arlington-columbarium-161131516.html
*******

The History of Flag Day
The first celebration of the U.S. Flag's birthday was held in 1877 on
the 100th anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777. However, it is
believed that the first annual recognition of the flag's birthday dates
back to 1885 when school teacher, BJ Cigrand, first organized a
group of Wisconsin school children to observe June 14 - the 108th
anniversary of the official adoption of The Stars and Stripes as the
Flag's Birthday. Cigrand, now known as the 'Father of Flag Day,'
continued to publically advocate the observance of June 14 as the
flag's 'birthday', or 'Flag Day' for years.
Just a few years later the efforts of another school teacher, George
Balch, led to the formal observance of 'Flag Day' on June 14 by the New York State Board of
Education. Over the following years as many as 36 state and local governments began adopted
the annual observance. For over 30 years Flag Day remained a state and local celebration.
In 1916, the anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777 became a nationally observed event by a
proclamation by President Woodrow Wilson. However, it was not designated as National Flag
Day until August 3rd, 1949, when an Act of Congress designated June 14th of each year as
National Flag Day.
Properly Display Our Flag
There is a right way and a wrong way to display the flag. The American flag should be held in
the highest of regards. It represents our nation and the many people who gave their lives for our
country and our flag. Here are the basics on displaying the American flag:
· The flag is normally flown from sunrise to sunset.
· In the morning, raise the flag briskly. At sunset, lower it slowly. Always, raise and lower
it ceremoniously.
· The flag should not be flown at night without a light on it.
· The flag should not be flown in the rain or inclement weather.
· After a tragedy or death, the flag is flown at half staff for 30 days. It's called "half staff"
on land ,and "half mast" on a ship.
· When flown vertically on a pole, the stars and blue field , or "union", is at the top and at
the end of the pole (away from your house).
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The American flag is always flown at the top of the pole. Your state flag and other flags
fly below it.
The union is always on top. When displayed in print, the stars and blue field are always
on the left.
Never let your flag touch the ground, never...period.
Fold your flag when storing. Don't just stuff it in a drawer or box.
When your flag is old and has seen better days, it is time to retire it. Old flags should be
burned or buried. Please do not throw it in the trash.

Did you Know? There is a very special ceremony for retiring the flag by burning it. It is a
ceremony everyone should see. Your local Boy Scout group knows the proper ceremony and
performs it on a regular basis. If you have an old flag, give it to them. And, attend the ceremony.
Famous Flag People:
Betsy Ross was a seamstress who made clothes for George Washington. In June, 1776,
Washington approached her to make the country's first flag and the rest is history.
Francis Scott Key Inspired by the British bombardment of Fort McHenry, Francis Scott Key
penned the lyrics to our national anthem as he witnessed the event as British rockets whizzed in
the air while our American Flag flew in the breeze
Did you Know? If you like to study flags, then you are a Vexillologist!
*******

List of Department of Indiana Upcoming Events in 2013
Aug 8-11, 2013 - National Encampment - Milwaukee WI.
Nov 23, 2013 - Remembrance Day at Gettysburg, PA.

*******

Answers to Quiz
1.

Indiana is brought to you by the letter “I”. As in ‘I Claudius’

2.

The War Governor

3.

“Ben Hur - A Tale of the Christ” (fooled yah!)

4.

He is Junior Vice Commander cause he is just learning about vice.

5.

Dan Emmitt of Ohio - Those Buckeyes will do anything for a buck.
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