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  What is Patriotism?  The definition will vary based on one belief and criteria's.  For me it means defending our Country and the Constitution of the United States, civic duty, educating our future generations on the importance of American History (not revisionist history), and respecting the symbolism of the United States of America Flag.
  The month of June represents Flag Day on the 14th of June in 1777 when we as a country have an official flag, and officially signed into law by President Woodrow Wilson in 1916.  Let our Departments and Camps emphasize the important meaning of the American Flag and educate the public in any venue promoting our Order.
  Chaplain-in-Chief Joseph F. Lovering in his sermon was inspiring.  The following is part of his sermon as written in the book, History of the Grand Army of the Republic by Robert Burns Beath.  

  "1.  Our flag was woven on the loom of the Revolution by indomitable valor, the unwavering determination and invincible faith of hearts that knew no fear and would endure no wrong.

  2. Our flag was consecrated to liberty and equal rights--to the security of the citizen and the sovereignty of the people.
  3.  Under its sheltering folds and in defense of the principles for which it stands, our heroic and immortal dead rallied, and fought, and fell, and were promoted.

  4.  For its honor and supremacy we have toiled, and suffered, and prayed.

  5.  Beneath its radiant folds no miscreant fraud, no treachary with assassin heart, no sullen and vindictive treason ought to live.

  6.  Its shelter should protect only industry, good faith, self-sacrificing patriotism; that an honorable past may not fail of its just deserts; that the present may be strengthened in devotion to acknowledged duty; that the future may realize what a loyal faith mau encourage us to expect."

  Let us in the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War and the Allied Order go forth and promote Patriotism and the great symbology of our Country, the American Flag and what it stands for.  Let us not fail our ancestors who fought so valiantly and worked hard to strengthen our Country through dedicated Patriotism and duty.
Yours In Fraternity, Loyalty, and Charity.
