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My name is Bruce B. Butgereit. I am the Commander of the Commandery
of the State of Michigan, Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United
States (MOLLUS); Memorials Officer for the Gen. John A. Logan Camp
No. 1, Department of Michigan, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
(SUVCW); Past Department Commander of the Department of Michigan,
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War; and President of the Civil War
living-history group, the Third Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Co. K. I
served as the National Patriotic Instructor for the Sons of Union Veterans of
the Civil War from 2003-2005. I am a member of the Historic Fort Wayne
Coalition.

In previous public hearings, you have received testimony from other
individuals on the many personal resources across our state who stand ready
to assist this Commission achieve the goals as outlined in your Work Plan.
Other testimony has indicated that the Civil War community within
Michigan is indeed organized and networked together; from reenactment
and living-history organizations to patriotic, hereditary and fraternal Orders

to Civil War Roundtables and individuals.

The opportunities to remember, memorialize, and teach citizens about
Michigan in the Civil War are boundless. The chance to teach an entirely
new generation of our youth on the historic service and sacrifice of Michigan
residents during the Civil War, during this Sesquicentennial of the War, is
one that will not present itself again. We cannot fail to seize the moment.

There is genuine interest across our state for remembering our past. Civil
Woar-related events are well attended. However, the ultimate test of any
commission or committee tasked with putting together an event or series of
events is whether anything was accomplished. If the goals described in your
Work Plan are not achieved, we will have no one to blame but ourselves
because we have a plan, the resources available to achieve success and a
genuine interest in working together towards the common goal - bringing to
life the proud role Michigan played in the Civil War. Anyone can read a
book or visit a website about the Civil War, but I believe that the only way
to share the story of the past is thru events where that past is brought to life.
Invite the student and the scholar into the past and the memory will last a
lifetime.
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[ believe the establishment of multiple subcommittees imperative in sharing the workload. These
subcommittees should have the oversight from members of the Michigan Historic Commission and
encompass marketing, education, and events. A diverse membership in these subcommittees is readily
achieved by utilizing the resources available to you from across the State. The goal of the Commission
should be to reach the scholar and the student; the engaged and the spectator.

A major criterion of the Commission should be to insure that every aspect of what is made available to the
public is first and foremost accurate with history and professional in delivery. Every citizen and business
should be given the opportunity to participate in as many events and activities as possible. I fully believe
that we can inspire entire communities to share their Civil War history and at the same time, engage
residents who will want to help preserve that history, including but not limited to, Civil War memorials
and monuments. Educational and historical sites, such as museums and libraries should want to be part of
this Sesquicentennial celebration, if not for the visibility they will receive but for the opportunity it
provides for them to share their holdings with an inquisitive public.

Just this week, I’ve experienced two examples of how news about this Commission’s effort to
commemorate Michigan’s involvement in the Civil War will be received. First, the Public Museum of
Grand Rapids and I are engaged in establishing activities that will coincide with local historical events in
2011, 2013, and 2015. They are all geared to both student and adult. Another example is in the promise to
coordinate educational events with the Michigan Women’s Historical Center and History Hall of Fame in
Lansing following one phone call to Assistant Director Patricia Majher.

The term “shovel-ready” can also apply to other events that may fit within the Commission’s Work Plan
and those include the restoration of at least five Civil war memorials just within West Michigan. Other
significant opportunities are soon to be available in other locales across the State as well.

I am excited about the possibilities offered. I equally appreciate the opportunity to address the Commission
this evening and stand ready to offer my abilities and commitment for the success of the Work Plan. For
close to thirty-five years, I have shared a look at life for Michigan residents during the Civil War with
schools, museums, libraries and other events. The stage is set for us to accomplish much together over the
Sesquicentennial years.

Thank you.



To Ten Eyck Tavern from East Detroit
20301 Oakwood Blvd., Dearborn, MI

Take [-g4 W
Take exit #206B/OAKWOOD BLVD NORTH onto OAKWOOD BLVD

Destination will be on the left

From Ten Eyck Tavern to Historic Fort Wayne
6325 West Jefferson, Detroit, M1

Head southeast on OAKWOOD BLVD toward ROTUNDA DR
Slight right at DEARBORN ST
Turn left at W JEFFERSON AVE

Destination will be on the right

To Historic Fort Wayne from East Detroit
6325 West Jefferson, Detroit, MI

Take I-g4 W

Take EXIT 215A on the left for LODGE FWY/STATE HWY 10
Merge onto M-10 S

Take the HOWARD ST exit

Slight left at STH ST

Turn right at W FORT ST/M-3

Turn left at CLARK ST

CLARK ST turns right and becomes W JEFFERSON AVE

Destination will be on the left



Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States
Michigan Commandery

Bruce B. Butgereit, Commander

1691 Summerfield St. SE

Kentwood, MI 49508-6499

:\ GEN. JOHN &. LOGAN &
MEMORIAL DAY

SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2009






