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Civil War History Seminar Series

The Lansing/Sunfield, Curtenius Guard, Camp #1 7, Department of Michigan, Sons of
Union Veterans of the Chil War announces the first in a senes of Civll War History
Seminars, The naugural program will take place on Tuesday, April 29th at 7 P.M. at
the Sunfield Community Room (186 Main Street, Sunfiekd Michigan), The Community
Foom is located just east of the Fire Department,

The presentation topic will be The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, The presenter
alo will briefly discuss Lioutenant Luth er Baker’s Involvement in the Capture of
John Wilkes Booth, Baker along with Colonel Enerton Conger and Lieutenant Echward
Daoherty lead the search party that capiured Booth at Gametfs Farm 12 days afier the
Presidents assassinaion. Folowing the Chvil War, Baker setiled in Lansing Michigan
and is bured in Lansing's Mt Hope Cemetery,

Lansing Historian, Rick Brown will be presenting the talk Rick is a noted Lincoln
Assassination Scholar and has spent over 40-years conducting research on the

subject. It all adds up toan ntares'MQ and infor rmi\re evmrqg o 'ﬂ'ﬂ- aspe-’:-t of Gl
War History, There i no cha ELEL I L1 sl e
provided,

Subsequent seminars are planned every other month thereafier (Apnl, June, October
and Febmary) st T P.M, with the exception of August and December, at fhe Sunfield
Community Room, Future Civll War topics to be covered will nchude st Michigan
Shearpshooters, Michigan's Engineers and Mechamics, History of the Curtenivs Guards,
Home Front duing the Civil War, History of the Grand Amy of the Republic, Collecting
Grand Ammy of the Republic Memorabiia, and Confributions of African Amenicen Mivlary
Umita diring the Civil War,
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Civil War Battle Flags the Topic of Presentation

The Lansing/Sunfeld Camg of the Sors of Union Weberans of e Civl War will b2 offering the 2nd in a series of
free Chuil War Histery Saminars, on Tuesday, June 24 al 7 PM . The presantalion will be bald & fie Suni=d
Caommunily Room locabsd at 185 Main & in Sunfsd. The Community Room i bocated just ezt of fie Fire

D partmant in Sunfed.

The presanter will be Matl VanAcker who is Director of Towr & Information Servicas o e State Capilalin
Lansing. Me Van Acker wil speak on e Stale of Michigar's “Rally Round the Flags" rojeel.

Why were flags important to Civil War
soldiers?

The calor baarar caried [ha 'I'Hg in W canler of fea
regment. Soidiers looked o Be a3 to mankan their
posiion and o keep kam being separaad fom her
regment. The fag bearer(s) and 3 ta 10 corparals
rade up e color guard. The pace althe calar giand
el e pace for e enfire reginment. During batle,
the color bearer held e Sag ol to rally the
ragimant and renew ke apiil. Upon capbure of an
enemy site, the viclors mised hair fag.

How did flags make a link between the war and the home front?

Same TIEQ;E were made hy' warmen in e communlies. Ofer communifies raised maney L] hu:r a mmerﬁaly
made Mag for iheir walintesrs. Samelimes wamen in fe community embalished fie punchased M@gs wilh
ermbraidery. Il possible, fe fag would be presented bo fe regiment with grest ceremany, induding spesches of
presantaion and of recephion.

The Save the Flag s Project

As part o fie restoralion of Bie Michigan Stale Capilol, a pragram was launched an Juy 2, 1991, i help save
nearly 160 (ragile, baltle-tam Civil War lags fe had besn disgayed lor decades in the Capilol ratunda. How did
these lags—cariad ks balle by Michigan volunbeens over 130 years ago—Tind Feir way o Fie Michigan Sate
Caplal? In 13686, aler e cose of Be G War, Mchigan regiments refumead bo e state Beir most prcious
mermenia's ol ke war—er mgimental fags. Covered wilh fe names ofthe Balllas in which hey had faught,
tamerad fam bullal hales and samelmas even staned wih e Baod of feir bearens Jor 1159 beanans would
uller The greatest casualiies of the war), Fiess Tags shood for everything Bey had fought fr—e honer of B
regiments, the abolishmeni of habed slavery and e presaecaiion of e Union.

The regiments presented fese regsured bamers b Govemeor Crapo, who prmised hal ey would be
presaned famyver ag a reminder al their sacrilices—Ha neary 90,000 volunbeans Mchigan sentla the war. This
bulding—our present Capitol—was buill, in gart, o provide a sulable place o preesene and disgay e fags.

Withen the restorafion afthe Sate Caplal bagan in 1333, it was fought hatl ouwr biggest probiem would be to
protect e fags—hen almost 1325 years ald—Fam accidental damage. Bul we soon disscovemd a much bigger
profilem. The Nlags were being destrayed anyway —actualy lumed ba dust—nal by construction during e
restaralion, bul by age and by Be way ey had bean displayed for so lang. Standng upright and unkired in
eight crowded caees surounding Fie rolunda, Tese huge, heay, brillle sik banners were litzraly Eling o
pieces, and bits of he Nags ferad fe balam of each case_ Light was Beaching them of color. Crowding was ea
savere bial lRie coud be seen alany one Tag.

M VanAckier is actively invalved with Bie preject and will share his knewledge and insight regarding aur State's
Civil War Bama Flags and e pmosss nvalved regarding Mer prassration. Light miashments wil be saried.

For dirdions lag on ba the Curtenius Suard, Sans of Union Yelerans wekbsibe at
g ey e ra et 01 7001 Tha e b and dick an the Civil War History Seminar link.
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Free Civil War History Presemtation to Featuwre Mickigan Engineers & Mechanics

Tha Lansing fSunfield camg of tha Sons of Union Vetarans of the Civil War will ba offering tha naxt in
their series of frea Civil War History Seminars on Tuesday, October 21, 2008 at 7 PM at the Sunfleld
Comrmunity Room, located at 166 Maln Street in Sunfleld. The Community Room is located just
east of tha fire depariment.

The topic of the presantation will cover the rale of the Michigan Enginears and
Miechanics in the Civil War. The prasantar will be Mark Hoffman., Hoffman is
curranly deputy director, Michigan Department of History, Arts and Libraries and
earnad a B. A from Michigan State University. His book, My Brave Wechanies,
The Michigan Englneara and Thel Chwl War. " was racognized with a State
History fward by the Historical Sociaty of Michigan in 2007. The book also was
salacted as one of the 20 Michigan Motatde Books of 2008 by the Library of
Michigan. “My Brave Mechanica" iz the culmination of more than 20 years of
rasaarch on the subject and draws heavily on soldier letters, diaries, and other
wartima primary sourcas.

The Michigan Enginears servad in the western theater during the Civil War and played a critical role in
the Union victory, My Brave MWeeshanles" covars thair sarvice in dapth,
induding Kay roles in transportation, communications, and fortifications.
Hoffrman also chronicles the struggle batwean Fegular Army and
Violuntear engineears, as well as how the Michigan Enginears hald thair
own when angaged as infantry.

Az guoted inthe Book, “As valunfear angingars far the Union Ay fha
15l Engingars and Wechanics Regirman! was made up of skifed arfisans,
crafsman, radroad man, and anginears whose bahind fhe scanes wark
was orusal o the Union welary, Charged wilf mainfaining the Union
supply ling fhre anginears consirucied a siaggenng number of bodges,
biockhousas, foarfificalions, ralrads, and fefegraph ines fo keao (he
Unian Ay funciioning in the afermath of bafte.” “ My Brave

Mec hanies" fraces the history of this lithe known unit, revealing its

MECHANICS!
substantial enginearing accomplishmeants as wall as its combat exparienca. Although the ragimant
was charged primarily with anginaaring work, it also saw substantal combat action andwas fraguantly

targets of confedarata guarrillas and bushwhackers. Hoffrman will lead listan ars on captivating journay
of this ramarkabla but ofte n overlooked unit that sarved with the Union Army during the Civil War.

Cirections and maps o the mesting location can be oblined by visiting the Curtenius Guard, Camp
#17 Sons of Union Vatarans wabsite at Affpedsuvow argdni0T R Fharme b and dicking on tha
Announcamant link. They direction maps also are attachad to this flyar.




